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Photographed by Julia Weinberg. Julia and Josh Weinberg made Aliyah in the summer of 2021 from
Southfield Michigan. They have five children. They made aliya because their oldest daughter was

ten at the time and each year that advanced represented an increasingly difficult transition period.
The picture was taken from their home in Maale Adummim and shows a rainbow spreading over
Jerusalem. On a national level, the picture represents the ever-springing renewal with our Creator

in His holiest city in these darkest of times. On a personal level, the picture represents our family’s
continued ascent in this nation and Land, which began in 2021. Julia is an interior designer, and the
firm she founded, Julia Robin Interiors, is currently engaged in projects both in Israel and abroad. Julia
loves to capture the beauty in life that exists both in the home and outside of it.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

+) KIDDUSH LEVANA

7 Days After Molad: 8 lyar/ Wed. night May 15
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 14 lyar/ Wed. night May 22
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim 6:55 6:03 8:12 6:59 6:08 8:17
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderotetal) ~ 7:12 6:06 8:14 7:17 6:10 8:19

Beit Shemesh/RBS 7:14 6:05 8:13 7:18 6:09 8:18
Alon Shvut 7:10 6:04 8:12 7:15 6:08 8:17
Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/ksaba | 7:12 = 6:06 8:15 7:17 6:10 8:20
Modiin/Chashmonaim 7:11 6:05 8:13 7:16 6:09 8:19
Netanya 7:13 6:07 8:15 7:17 6:10 8:20
Be'er Sheva 7:11 6:05 8:13 7:15 6:09 8:18
Rehovot 7:12 6:06 8:14 7:17 6:10 8:19
Petach Tikva 6:55 6:06 8:14 6:59 6:10 8:20
Ginot Shomron 7:11 6:05 8:14 7:16 6:09 8:19
Haifa / Zichron 7:03 6:07 8:16 7:08 6:11 8:22
Gush Shiloh 7:10 6:04 8:13 7:15 6:08 8:18
Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel 7:12 6:06 8:15 7:17 6:10 8:20
Givat Zeev 7:15 6:04 8:13 7:19 6:08 8:18
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 7:10 6:04 8:12 7:15 6:08 8:17
Ashkelon 7:13 6:07 8:15 7:17 6:10 8:20
Yad Binyamin 7:12 6:06 8:14 7:16 6:10 8:19
Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden 7:06 6:05 8:14 7:11 6:09 8:20
Golan 7:10 6:04 8:13 7:15 6:08 8:19
Nahariya/Maalot 7:12 6:07 8:16 7:18 6:11 8:22
Afula 7:12 6:05 8:14 7:16 6:09 8:20

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Emor 8:48 PM e Behar 8:53 PM

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

Daf Yomi: Bava Metzia 80
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Many years ago, my friend was in a major
car accident. The next morning, his father
gave him the keys to the family car and said,
“Go out for a drive.” My friend responded,
“Dad, maybe give me a few days, a bit of time
to get over what just happened. 'm not sure
I'm ready to hit the road just yet.” His father
took him to the car and said, “Get in.” His
father explained he was convinced that if my
friend got back on the road, it would prevent
the trauma from truly setting in. Instead, he’ll
realize that he’s ok, that mistakes happen,
and it doesn’t have to be scary. He could start
to heal. When my friend related this story
to me, he shared that he couldn’t thank his
father enough. “It was one of the best things
he ever did for me,” he told me. “I believe I
would have been afraid to get back in the car
for a very long time.”

A few days ago, I attended a Hachnasat
Sefer Torah, a celebration of the completion
and dedication of a new Torah scroll. It
was written in memory of the commander
of the Nachal brigade, aluf mishneh Yoni

In loving memory of
our husband, father, grandfather
and great grandfather

Grampy -

Dr. Bernard Friedson z’1

o VYN PYNY ja 9ya 27
on his 17th yahrzeit - 6 Iyar

Ruth Friedson, Arlene Saslow
and the entire Friedson family
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Steinberg HY”D, who was killed on Simchat
Torah fighting back the terrorists. Yoni grew
up here in Givat Zeev, and even though he
lived in Shomria with his wife and children,
his parents still live here in Givat Zeev, and
are prominent members of our community.
Yoni was a true mensch. I had the honor of
meeting him many times when he came to
visit his parents for Shabbatot and Chagim,
and also in his capacity of various leader-
ship positions in the army. He was a man
with endless courage, but also tremendous
modesty.

There was something surreal about attend-
ing this Hachnasat Sefer Torah. How much
dancing with Torah scrolls was stopped this
past Simchat Torah? How many have been
danced with since? I danced, but with a lit-
tle bit of trepidation in my heart. It was so
beautiful to see the family dancing, and all
the Nachal soldiers who came and danced
with us, and the rabbis and members of the
shul bringing the other Sifrei Torah from the
shul out to dance with the new one. It was
moving, to say the least, but there was also
that dissonance. The last time we danced like
this ended up being a day that was very hard
for the Jewish People.

Then I thought of my friend from so many
years ago, who was almost forced to get back
into the driver’s seat and deal with his fears
and anxiety. And I realized the dancing we
were doing now was a kind of therapy, of
getting back into the driver’s seat and dancing
again with the Torah. Being able to dance



the way we were, in the open
streets of Givat Zeev with so
many neighbors looking from
their windows was a moment of
tikkun, of getting back to a time
before October 7th in just a small
way. When I closed my eyes, I
was transported to what Simchat
Torah could have been for us.
(The difference was that this time,
people had their phones and cameras out
and were taking pictures of the festivities!)

One of the most fascinating things about
this Hachnasat Sefer Torah is that the new
Torah scroll we danced with was one of eigh-
teen Sifrei Torah that were commissioned in
honor of soldiers who gave their lives in this
war against Hamas. Most of the donors were
anonymous. Hundreds of people were at this
Hachnasat Sefer Torah, and the community
doesn’t have any idea who donated it.

I'was touched by this. I pulled my son Mor-
dechai to the side and said, “Do you realize
how much money was put into this? All that
money, in honor of someone he or she didn’t
know and wasn’t related to, but was honored
for just being a soldier for the Jewish People.”
I thought there was such a tremendous lesson
to be learned from this. Often, a Hachnasat
Sefer Torah is done by relatives. The reality is
this soldier was really our relative. The Jewish
People are all part of the same family. There’s
no such thing as a “distant relative” to us, and
he gave up his life to protect us.

Due to the print deadline, I'm writing
this article before Yom HaZikaron and Yom
HaAtzmaut. We are having an OU Yom HaZ-
ikaron and Yom HaAtzmaut mission from
North America, which includes Rabbi Dr. Josh
Joseph (OU Executive Vice President & COO),

Yoni Cohen (OU Chief of Staff), and Rebbetzin
Aliza Bixon of Miami, FL. Our brothers and
sisters from so far away want to be close, and
want to be with us and connect to us on these
days. They know that this year these days take
on additional meaning. They want to stand
on Har Herzl and be together with mothers
and fathers who lost their children, husbands
and wives who lost their spouses, children
who lost their parents.

It’s because whether we know the soldiers

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
b1 APY? P2 972 PN
Henry Schiffmiller -

whose 23rd Yahrtzeit is on 9N »”
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who fell or not, they are all our immediate
family members. We might not cry as much
as the true immediate family does. Our lives
haven’t been turned upside down like theirs
have, and our lives have not become as chal-
lenging and painful as theirs have. But, we all
empathize and understand how Am Yisrael
is really one heart and one soul.

The ability to stand at a Hachnasat Sefer
Torah, together with my children, and for
them to see their shul fuller than they have
ever seen it, with hundreds outside the shul
because there was simply no room inside
of it, was so important. It was incredibly
meaningful for them to see the kavod that
Klal Yisrael gives its soldiers and its Torah.

There was one moment that I’ll never
forget. At the end of the entire event, Yoni’s
brother stood up with the Sefer Torah and
sang the Mi Sheberach for soldiers of the IDF
in the special melody. In between the words,
you could hear a pin drop. Not a person was
talking. The world was listening to him. Every
eye had tears in it. It was incredibly emotional
because he sang with every bit of feeling he
had. But also, we paid attention to the words
and we all thought of the same tefilah that
Hashem should continue protecting us,
and that no more names should be added
to the list of fallen and injured soldiers. We
stood next to that Sefer Torah and we silently

In loving memory of
our father, grandfather
and great-grandfather

57 299N 12 07N YN

Marvin Hershkowitz z’1
on his 3rd Yahrtzeit
9N

The Hershkowitz Family

beseeched Hashem, “Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
enough widows, enough orphans. Enough
mothers and fathers losing their children.”

Yoni’s family is continuing in his path.
His parents, his wife and his siblings have
all spoken to OU missions over the last seven
months. Whether at their homes or on Har
Herzl, whenever they have spoken to us,
everyone went away inspired. The most
common line that I hear is that seeing such
a family, it is no surprise that they raised a
son like Yoni: full of Torah, full of modesty,
and full of bravery.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat, I
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Meaningful People E'
Podcast with .=
Rabbi Berman
& Miriam Peretz

SHIUR SPONSORS

TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT
Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online:
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

THURSDAY, MAY 9TH - PREYOM HAATZMAUT BRUNCH & LEARN
was sponsored by Esther Bartov in loving memory of her Mother
XN -V 7TIN DN AN NAN0TANIN 2"YYT

THURSDAY, MAY 16TH - RABBI TAUB'S SHIUR
is sponsored in loving memory of
Mrs. Sally Brauera’h- 0"V XN N2 N7 MW
of Chicago by her family on her ninth yahrzeit - 9 lyar
RABBI SNOW’S SHIUR
is generously sponsored for this academic year by Scott & Linda Haniford.
RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN'S SHIUR
Sponsored for this academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David 2"l
7T D727 X201 VNN DNNAX 2 7Tan Dnan
RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR
Sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frista"h - n”v m'71 na xn'o vawr7x
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TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE and FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST for OLDER ADULTS

* Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
* Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
« Increase Strength! Stay Independent!

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704 | www.andyhealth.com | jerusal t hotmail

MOVING CO.

._R BROTHERS
=o=lo% v

Lenny Davidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israecl

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LPevents.com

054-557-2101
Lenny@LPEvents.com

L Mo

DIAMONDS & JEWELRY

et

L | ¥,
TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS « TENNIS BRACELETS

A 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JefflMorDiamondJewelry.com

Polarair“§8R
Air Conditioning & Heating

Sales & installation of
Inverter | Multi | VRF | Central

@ Plenty of references
(¥ Professional & reliable

C\ﬁ Only Jewish labor

Keren Malki empowers

families of children

with special needs in -

Israel to choose home

care. Donations are

- KEREN MALK

US and UK.

Honoring the memory of
Malka Chana Roth 1"
W kerenmalki.org

® 02-567-0602 Sbarro bombing.

tax-approved in Israel,

i

1985-2001, killed in the
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OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

ORTHODOX
J UNION i3
Enhancing Jewish Life

The Visible and Invisible
Gifts From Hashem

“Our Father, our King! For the sake of our
forefathers who trusted in You, and whom You
taught statutes of life, so too, be gracious to us and
teach us.” (Birchot Kriat Shma, Ahava Rabba)

Trust is critical to all relationships. Trust in G-d
is a key prerequisite to our engagement with
Torah learning and observance. This is made
clear in the classic Talmudic story (Shabbos 88a-
b) in which Rava was confronted by a Saducee
who derided the Jewish people’s “hasty” accep-
tance of the Torah, putting our mouths before
our ears, committing to action — naaseh — before
hearing the details — nishma. Rava responded
by proudly affirming the trust in G-d that
informed how we as a nation unconditionally
accepted whatever Hashem would ask of us.
“We proceeded with G-d with a trusting heart,
characteristic of those who act with love, relying
on Him not to burden us with something we
could not bear (Rashi to Shabbos 88b).”

It is therefore understood why the Exo-
dus was the first step towards Sinai and our
embrace of Torah (Shemos 3:12) and it was
therefore invoked in Hashem’s proposal to
us (Shemos 19:3-5). “You have seen what I
did to Egypt and how I carried you on the
wings of eagles and brought you to Me.” That
miraculous event was a trust builder, demon-
strating G-d’s love of and commitment to the
Jewish people, enabling our unconditional

8 TORAH TIDBITS 1564 / EMOR

acceptance of His Torah.

It may also be the basis for our Parsha intro-
ducing the counting of ‘the Omer’ as the way
we move towards Sinai (Vayikra 23:9-16). ‘The
Omer’ was an omer-sized barley flour offering
made on the second day of Pesach from the
new season’s harvest, acknowledging G-d’s
daily gifts to us. The midrash (Vayikra Rabba
28:2) notes that this offering was known by its
size to associate it with the daily gift of an omer
of manna that sustained us daily in the desert
(Shemos 16:16-18). “Rav Berechya taught, “G-d
said to Moshe, tell the Jewish people that I used
to give an omer of the manna daily to each one
of them. Now that they are giving me the omer,
I receive only one omer of barley from all of
them together.” While our sustenance today
grows from the earth, we are compelled to rec-
ognize that its true source is no different than
the manna that fell directly from the heavens.

This is part of the trust-building exercise
that brought us to Sinai. We left Egypt and
traveled into the arid desert carrying only the
matzoh, the meichla d’mhemnusa, the foodstuff
of faith (see Zohar I 183b). That matzoh was
the symbol of our faith and it was infused with
the heavenly taste of the manna (Kiddushin
38a). Thirty days later, on the fifteenth of Iyar,
we ran out of matzoh and G-d informed us
that the next day we would begin to receive



the manna bread from the heavens (Shemos
16:1, 16:4). Those days of visible divine love
and support built our faith and enabled us
to unconditionally accept the Torah, “our
forefathers who trusted in You and whom
You taught statutes of life,” such that when we
reentered the earthly sphere in Israel with the
barley harvest, we offered the omer to remind
ourselves that G-d’s continued faithfulness
remains critical to our ongoing sustenance.
We count the omer, building that awareness
further, remembering G-d’s heavenly bread
of faith through his earthly gifts.

Now, as then, we must build our faith in
G-d to arrive at Sinai. Counting the omer
allows us to consider G-d’s hidden role in all
that we have now by recalling His visible role
in bringing us the omer of manna, sustaining
us and building the trust in Him essential to
our embracing His Torah. m

« Close to Jerusalem & Tel Aviy « Nicest
beaches « Growing Anglo Modern
Orthodox communny Excellent weather

Ashke..on Propertles

LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
' davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
g www.ashkelonproperties.com

1898

CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT

Phone: 02-999-2418

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES & REPAIRS SINCE 1898

May Hashem protect our men & women serving to defend our Country
& the people of Israel & safely bring home all of the hostages

PROFESSIONAL GLUING for all your loose & shaky wood furniture + 5-yr guarantee|
. EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR
SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- With new HIGH DENSITY plywood seat cores

. LEG TIPS for quieter chairs and helps to prevent water damage to the legs

Ez 222222222227 23 RESTO RE Yo U R FU RN ITU RE To H E ALTH fhkkkkhikik
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il

2024

WhatsApp: 058 787 3755
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OU... BEYOND KASHRUT
Have a Hands-On Impact Volunteering During the War

Each week, OU Israel provides volunteer opportunities to connect you to the Land of Israel and its people. Since
the start of the war, there has been an incredible increase in volunteering throughout Israel. Jews in Israel and
those coming from abroad are looking to help in any way they can. One of the key areas where volunteers are
needed is helping Israel’s farmers. By doing so we help them maintain their livelihood and provide quality
produce while also connecting to the beauty of Eretz Yisrael.

Recent OU Israel farm volunteer opportunities include picking pears, oranges, hot peppers, avocados, grapefruits
and more! Busses depart from the OU [srael Center and travel o locations in central Israel. Each trip has a guard, and
we subsidize the price to make these opportunities accessible. This is a great opportunity for
people living in Israel and visitors to make a real difference.

Join our volunteering WhatsApp group to stay up to date with volunteer opportunities at
farms and beyond.

Each week we share one of OU Israel’s impactful programs helping
English-speaking Olim with their Klita and impacting Israeli society.

o — T
—— ¢ E FT.;_J’
o
i T ek . —
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For OU Volunteer
Opportunities
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HAVE A U.S. BASED BUSINESS
& NEED ACCOUNTING HELP?

ZHUBRAK ACCOUNTING
& CONSULTING CAN HELP!

(&

ing & Bookkeeping
CFO & Controller Services
Tax Prep

Sales Tax Reconciliation & Compliance
Profit Planning
SEC Reporting & Compliance

"Sean's been our dedicated accountant and
QB guy for years."
=Josh and Michal Geiger, RBS.

US (917) 697-2283 | IL 053-8298351
www.zacfinancials.com | sean@zacfinancials.com

Revitalize

Your Home:
Sofa | Mattress | Carpet

Transform your living space with
our professional cleaning services.
Say goodbye to stains and odors,
and hello to freshness and comfort.

D prt

Experience our exceptional service with

a highly recommended, no-obligation
demonstration in your home.
We work all over Israel
Contact us now

for a consultation! 052-2200222

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
www.eifermanrealty.com

NEW PROJECTS - Excellent Opportunities
Desirable Neighborhoods - Call For Information
SHAAREI CHESSED / RECHAVIA
*Duplex! 5 bdrms, 25 sqm kitchen, succah,
shabbat elevator, 2 parking, storage.
*New 228 sqm duplex penthouse, 30 sqm succah,
shabbat elevator, parking, view
TALBIEH - On Private Land
* Exceptional boutique building with
3 apartments on 900 sqm lot
*New 250 sqm + 200 sqm garden
NACHLAOT
2 rms, priv entr, storage room, NIS 2,190,000
OLD KATAMON
*Renovated 3 bdrm, ensuite MB, succah, low floor
*160 sqm 4 bdrms, garden, storage, parking
HAR NOF
Centrally Located— 10 room duplex with 400 sqm
garden (room for a pool), excellent condition
MEKOR CHAIM - NEW PROJECT

126 sqm, spacious 4 bdrms, succah, 3 exposures,
2 parking, storage. Close to Baka & G. Colony

FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:
02-651-4030

You are invited to the launch of
Rabbi Berel Wein'’s new book

EIGHT PEOPLE WE MET
ON THE WAY HOME

The Return of the Jewish Hation
to the Land of Israel

Rabbi Wein will speak and the book
will be available for purchase and
Rabbi Wein’s signature.

SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2024, 8:30 PM

‘ ! | Bt Beit Knesset Hanassi

Ussishkin 24, Rechavia
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY

RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

PARSHAT EMOR

'/‘ 1ST ALIYA (VAYIKRA 21:1-15)
‘70 3 Kohanim may not come in con-
N\ .

act with the dead except for their
nuclear family. Nor may they adopt non-Jew-
ish mourning practices such as balding
their head and beard or cutting their flesh.
Kohanim shall be holy to G-d, for they serve
Him. A Kohen may not marry a divorcee. You
are to sanctify them. The Kohen Gadol may
never become tamei, for he is anointed. He
may not marry a divorcee or widow.

The Kohen is allowed to become Tamei for
his family. We need to note not only when a
mitzvah restricts us, but also when it permits
us. That a Kohen, the one serving G-d, must
not come in contact with the dead makes
sense. He is holy. Doing holy things. Death
is frightening, debilitating. So, the holy man
should avoid the dead.

But what is crucially important; but he may
for his family. Meaning, he has a family. The
holy one is not celibate, not removed from
life. He has a family and children. And not
only does he have a family and children, but
he suspends his holy work in the Temple to
be with his deceased family members. The
holy work is not more important than his
family, his personal loss.

And the Kohen Gadol; he may not marry a
divorcee or widow. Meaning, he does marry,
just not these women. In fact, for Yom Kippur,
when the entire service rests on the Kohen
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Gadol, he must be married.

Holiness does not inhere in removal from
life but in life itself.

"‘ 2ND ALIYA (21:16-22:16)

0 A Kohen who has a blemish
may not serve in the Mikdash.
This includes blind, lame, broken limbs, eye
conditions and others. He may consume
holy items but not perform the service. A
Kohen may not serve while Tamei, as this
desecrates the holy. While a non-Kohen
may not consume the holy (teruma), those
who are a part of the Kohen’s home may.
His daughter, before marriage or after if
childless, is part of his home and may con-
sume the holy. The holy is profaned when
consumed by others.

The Kohen serves in the Mikdash. And he
receives certain benefits, like Teruma (2% of
produce grown in the Land of Israel). If he
has certain quite dramatic blemishes, he may
not serve. But he may still enjoy the benefits,
like Teruma.

Perhaps this is to convey to the Kohen: a
blemish limits what you may do, but not who
you are. You are a Kohen with a blemish but
a Kohen you remain. And this message reso-
nates not only for the Kohen. We all could use
this reminder: we are created in His Image.
Some with greater abilities some with less.
And over time, our abilities wither and we
aren’t what we used to be; can’t do what we
used to do. Time limits what we do, but not
who we are. Created in His Image we remain.

K



"/" 3RD ALIYA (22:17-33)
K’} An animal offering may not have

a blemish. This includes blind, bro-
ken limbs, eye conditions and others. This
applies to a non-Jew’s offering as well. An
animal with a blemish is not pleasing. An
offering must be at least 8 days old. A mother
and offspring may not be slaughtered on the
same day. An offering may not be eaten after
the 2nd day. Do not profane My Name, rather
sanctify Me in your midst.

The conclusion of this section states the mitz-
vah of Kiddush Hashem and Hillul Hashem.
Actions done by little ole me can cause G-d’s
Name to be desecrated, Hillul Hashem. Or
sanctified, Kiddush Hashem. The Holiness
of G-d’s Name hovers over our every action.
Our care and kindness, the gentle manner of
our speech, the pleasantness of our demeanor
can be a Kiddush Hashem, unbeknownst and
unintended by us. What a weighty responsi-
bility. And wonderful opportunity.

%‘ 4TH ALIYA (23:1-22)

k\ ‘ These are the holy days: 6 days
work, 7th day is Shabbat. Pesach

is on the 14th of the 1st month; for 7 days
eat matza. The first day is holy, no melacha
should be done, as is the 7th day. The Omer
offering of freshly harvested barley is brought
the day after the first holiday day of Pesach. It
permits consumption of the new grain. Count
7 full weeks and on the 50th day bring an
offering of new wheat as baked chametz. That
day (Shavuot) shall be a holy day on which
no melacha shall be done. When harvesting,
leave the corners and the dropped items to
the poor and stranger.

The Torah here introduces us to holiness
in time. The holiness of proximity to G-d
has been expressed in holiness in space,

the Mishkan. And through food and rela-
tionships, we are holy. And Kohanim have
holiness. Now, time too. Shabbat and holi-
days are a rendezvous with G-d, not only in
a particular place but in a particular time.

Rav Soloveitchik pointed out that we have
Kabbalat Shabbat but we do not have Kabba-
lat Yom Tov. Why do we greet Shabbat but we
don’t greet Yom Tov? Because holy times are
arendezvous; but the rendezvous changes
hosts. On Yom Tov there is a mitzvah of aliya
I'regel, pilgrimage. We visit Him in His home.
On Shabbat, He visits us in our home.

When He, or more accurately the Shechina,
She, when She comes to us, well, we roll
out the red carpet. We welcome Her, with
Kabbalat Shabbat. Shabbat is more than a
wonderfully enjoyable day off, with mean-
ingful time with family and friends. Itis a
holy day, a rendezvous with the Shechina; a
day when we invite the Shechina to join us
in our homes.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (23:23-32)

k" The first day of the 7th month
(Rosh Hashana) is a truah remem-

brance. No work shall be done. The 10th day
(Yom Kippur) is a holy day on which to afflict
your soul, for it is a day of atonement. No
work shall be done. From evening til evening.
The brevity of the Torah’s description of
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur belie their
drama in our lives. But their description,
remembrance and atonement - those are
resonant words. These are not historically
rich like Pesach. But relationally rich; G-d
noting us. And granting us atonement.
"‘ 6TH ALIYA (23:33-44)
The 15th of the 7th month begins
a 7-day holiday of Sukkot. The first

%

day is holy, no work shall be done. The 8th
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day is holy, no work shall be done. These are
the holy days each with its offerings, besides
the offerings of Shabbat and voluntary ones.
And also, on the 15th of the 7th month take a
Lulav and Etrog and rejoice before G-d for 7
days. Dwell in Sukkot so you shall know that I
had the Jews dwell in Sukkot upon the Exodus.

In the Torah, Sukkot is the end of the year.
For the holidays. And so, we have extra joy
and appreciation for the holiday cycle that
began with Pesach. People need rhythm in
life. Something to look forward to. To antici-
pate. To expect. Every culture has its special
days. Our special days are holy, uplifted,
change of routine, change of locale (in going
to Jerusalem). And for that we are blessed.
And appreciative.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (24:1-23)
k\" Bring oil for a permanent light

in the Menorah, set outside the
Holy of Holies. Bake 12 loaves to be placed
in 2 groups of 6 on the Shulchan every Shab-
bat. The Kohanim shall eat this holy bread
in the Mikdash. 2 men fought. The Jewish
man cursed G-d. He was held until his sen-
tence would be determined by G-d. He shall
be stoned. These crimes are punishable by
death: cursing G-d, murder. Others have
financial penalties: property damage and
bodily assault.

0Oil, flour and wine figure prominently in
the Mikdash. Oil in the Menorah. Bread on
the Shulchan. Wine, though not mentioned
here, is brought with the animal sacrifices. It
is noteworthy that each of these 3 is processed.
Grain is the natural item; the bread is processed
by people. Olives, natural; olive oil processed.
Grapes, natural; wine processed. None of these
occur naturally; they are all processed by peo-
ple. Perhaps this is to convey that G-d desires
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human agency. Be creative. Take raw material
and make it better. It is the partnership of G-d
and man. He creates our world. We make it
even better. And we serve him not only out of
humility and simplicity. But we serve him with
our creativity, our ingenuity.

But lovely as that explanation is, why do
we mention the oil for the Menorah and the
bread on the Shulchan here? We learnt about
those a long time ago. Why repeat here?

It could be foreshadowing or perhaps an
intro to the story of the man who curses. The
oil and the bread are atmosphere items. The
service in the Mikdash is the sacrifices. Sac-
rifices are active, dynamic. The Menorah is
passive, as are the breads. They are there
to set the mood, the atmosphere. To convey
light and prosperity.

And that is the exact theme of the curse.
The man cursed G-d and is put to death.
Not just because he did something bad. But
because his words hang as a cloud, darkening
the atmosphere. We have been perseverat-
ing throughout Vayikra on holiness. And in
a bark, this man pierced our holiness, cursing
G-d, the One to Whom we are endeavoring
to approach.

Actions are important; the atmosphere they
create, or destroy is also crucially important.
Create holiness.

HAFTORAH
YECHEZKEL 44:15-31

This week’s haftorah echoes the parsha,
in that it discusses various laws pertaining
to the kohanim.

We are privy in this memorable section
to learn about the service of the kohanim in
the third Holy Temple through the elevated



prophecy of Yechezkel. The realities he
describes will come to fruition at the time
of the Final Redemption.

As part of his vision we learn about the
unique vestments worn by the priests, laws of
who they can marry, and the laws regarding
coming in contact with a dead body.

There is also a call to the kohanim to serve
as teachers and leaders of the nation of Israel.

Being that the kohanim are to serve solely
as the emissaries of the Almighty, they do not
receive a portion of the Land of Israel but are
given the meat of the sacrifices and tithes
which support their holy work. B
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A SHORT VORT

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe
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(27:20)
“And you shall not profane My holy name; but | will be
hallowed among the children of Israel.”(22:32)
Why is there a negative statement and positive state-
ment in the same verse?
Rabbi Menachem Hagar (1885-1941, Romania) in his
sefer Shearit Menachem points out the possibility that
with one hand we can be involved in a holy purpose
like building Eretz Yisrael, charity and kindness and yet,
with the other hand, desecrate His name by commit-
ting foolish acts. Therefore, one should be aware of
all his actions.
The Chatam Sofer (1762-1839, Pressburg) earlier, had
pointed out that, even if we just refrain from desecrat-
ing G-d’s name, it is considered as if we automatically
sanctified His name. He quoted the Talmud (Kiddushin
39b) that if one is faced with the ability to commit a
sin and yet, one just sits back and refrains from vio-
lating in sin, he merits a reward as if he performed a
mitzvah. Reward is granted to those who just want
and wish to do good, even if the opportunity did not
yet present itself. - Shabbat Shalom
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The conditions under which we live are
many and varied. Some of us live in very
comfortable, even idyllic, surroundings.
Others struggle with diverse hardships,
including poverty, disease, and the conditions
of war. Our people have known unspeakably
extreme conditions, such as those experi-
enced during the Holocaust.

Throughout history, we have learned to obey
God's commands, no matter the situation in
which we find ourselves. Not too long ago, we
all celebrated Passover. Some of us were priv-
ileged to conduct the seder in the Old City of
Jerusalem, in close proximity to the site of the
Holy Temple. Others gathered around tables
in resorts in much more unlikely venues,
ranging from Florida and California to exotic
Mediterranean or Caribbean isles.

Most of us enjoyed the holiday in the
warmth of our own modest homes, in places
as geographically distant from each other as
Brooklyn and Bnei Brak. Our collective mem-
ories drew upon images of the first Passover
celebrated in Egypt at the brink of freedom
from centuries of slavery, as well as images
of Passovers experienced in the throes of the
slavery of the Warsaw ghetto, and even in
the nightmarish death camp of Auschwitz.

Our observance of mitzvot is never negated
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

by the conditions of our lives.

This week's Torah portion, Parshat Emor
(Leviticus 21:1-24:23), confronts us with a
mitzvah which must be observed in the full
range of life's myriad conditions, however
challenging they may be. I refer to the mitz-
vah of kiddush Hashem, usually translated as
"the sanctification of God's name." Permit me
to explicate this mitzvah by first providing an
outline of the entire weekly parsha.

The parsha begins with a lengthy description
of the standards of behavior required of the
kohanim, the priests, the “sons of Aaron.” This
description occupies the entire first half of the
parsha, chapters 21 and 22. The latter half of
the parsha, chapter 23, enumerates the major
festivals of the Jewish calendar. Between these
lengthy sections, we find these brief verses:

"You shall faithfully observe My command-
ments... You shall not profane My holy name,
so that I may be sanctified in the midst of
the Israelite people—I the Lord who sanctify
you... who brought you out of the land of
Egypt to be your God..." (Levcticus 22:31-33).

The Rabbis understand these verses to
refer, first of all, to the ultimate sacrilege:
profaning God's holy name, or, in Hebrew,
chillul Hashem. Conversely, these passages
adumbrate the concept of the sanctification of
God's name, kiddush Hashem, the noblest, and
arguably the most difficult, of all the mitzvot.

Why do I say "most difficult?" Because the
classical rabbinic definition of kiddush Hashem
is the willingness to suffer martyrdom rather
than betray one's faith in the Almighty. Thus,



those Jews during the Spanish Inquisition who
willingly chose martyrdom over baptism
exemplified kiddush Hashem. Indeed, all of
the six million victims of the Holocaust, who
were killed merely because they were Jews,
are said to have performed the mitzvah of
kiddush Hashem.

But can this "sanctification" only occur in
such dire circumstances? Is it only through
one's death that one can "sanctify the Lord?"
No one has ever responded to this question
as resoundingly, and as eloquently, as did
Maimonides when he wrote:

"Anyone who willingly, without being com-
pelled to do so, violates any of the mitzvot,
spitefully and without pangs of conscience, has
thereby profaned the name of the Lord. But, on
the other hand, whoever refrains from sin, or
performs a mitzvah, for no other reason, not
out of fear, nor to seek glory, but rather to serve
the Creator, Blessed is He, as did the righteous
Joseph when tempted by his master's wife, such
a person has sanctified the name of the Lord..."
(Maimonides, Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah, 5:10).

From this perspective, we can better under-
stand the words of Rabbi Isaac Nissenbaum,
a leader of the religious Zionist movement in
pre-war Poland, and a hero of the Warsaw
ghetto who was ultimately murdered there.
He insisted that in the hellish conditions of
Nazi persecution, it had become necessary
to somewhat modify the concept of kiddush
Hashem so that it signified something more
than martyrdom.

He introduced the phrase kiddush hachaim,
“the sanctification of life.” He wished to
inspire the tortured residents of the ghetto
not to "die for the purpose of sanctification
of the name of the Lord," but rather to "live
their lives in a manner that sanctified the
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name of the Lord." He urged his people to
sanctify the name of the Lord, even in the
horrendous conditions of the ghetto, by doing
all that they possibly could to remain alive,
to survive, and to live spiritual lives to the
extent that those conditions allowed.

Rabbi Nissenbaum did not survive the
Holocaust. But others with similar views did.
One of them was named Rabbi Gad Eisner,
whose heroic deeds in the aftermath of the
Holocaust have been recorded by numerous
eye-witnesses.

Many of the other survivors, upon discov-
ering that their homes were gone and that
their families had been killed, were ready
to surrender to the "Angel of death" rather
than struggle to remain alive. “What is there
to live for?” they asked.

Rabbi Gad encouraged them to remain
alive and arduously walked from bed to
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bed in a post-Holocaust makeshift hospital
to spoon feed these tragic individuals.

More than that, after they had begun to
physically recover, he inspired them to
engage in spiritual practices, in Torah study,
and even in joyous celebrations. He would
say, in Yiddish, "az menn lebt, zohl zein gelebt,"
loosely translated as "as long as you are alive,
live to the maximum!" Then he would add,
"Remaining alive, fully alive, is the greatest
sanctification of the name of the Lord, the
highest form of kiddush Hashem.”

But one does not have to resort to Maimon-
ides, nor even to victims or survivors of the
Holocaust, to find descriptions of kiddush
Hashem. The Talmud offers a definition
which is appropriate to those of us who
thankfully live in far less extreme conditions,
who live “ordinary lives”.

This is the definition of kiddush Hashem
offered by the Talmudic Sage Abaye:

“Thou shall love the Lord your God.’
(Deuteronomy 6:5) This refers to someone
whose actions cause the Lord’s name to
become beloved by others. He is a person
who reads Scripture, studies Mishnah, and
associates with the wise; one who conducts
himself courteously with all others, causing
them to say, ‘How fortunate are his parents
who taught him Torah; how fortunate is the
teacher who taught him Torah. So-and-so
who learned Torah, observe how beautiful
are his ways, how exemplary is his conduct.”
(Talmud, Tractate Yorma 86a)

This is the kiddush Hashem of which we
are all capable. We need not be martyrs, we
need not be heroes. We must merely guide
ourselves by the Almighty’s Torah and live
our lives according to His ideals. That is how
we can “sanctify His name.”
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The Duality of Jewish Time

Alongside the holiness of place and person
is the holiness of time, something parshat
Emor charts in its deceptively simple list of
festivals and holy days (Lev. 23:1-44).

Time plays an enormous part in Judaism.
The first thing God declared holy was a day:
Shabbat, at the conclusion of Creation. The
first mitzvah given to the Jewish people as a
whole, prior to the Exodus, was the command
to sanctify time, by determining and applying
the Jewish calendar (Ex. 12:1-2). The Prophets
were the first people in history to see God
in history, seeing time itself as the arena of
the Divine-human encounter. Virtually every
other religion and civilisation before and
since has identified God, reality, and truth
with timelessness.

Isaiah Berlin used to quote Alexander
Herzen who said about the Slavs that they
had no history, only geography. The Jews, he
said, had the reverse: a great deal of history
but all too little geography. Much time, but
little space.

So time in Judaism is an essential medium
of the spiritual life. But there is one feature of
the Jewish approach to time that has received
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less attention than it should: the duality that
runs through its entire temporal structure.

Take, for instance, the calendar as a whole.
Christianity uses a solar calendar, Islam a
lunar one. Judaism uses both. We count time
both by the monthly cycle of the moon and
the seasonal cycle of the sun.

Then consider the day. Days normally
have one identifiable beginning, whether
this is at nightfall or daybreak or — as in the
West — somewhere between. For calendar
purposes, the Jewish day begins at nightfall
(“And it was evening and it was morning,
one day”). But if we look at the structure of
the prayers — the morning prayer instituted
by Abraham, afternoon by Isaac, evening
by Jacob - there is a sense in which the
worship of the day starts in the morning,
not the night before.

Years, too, usually have one fixed beginning
—the “new year”. In Judaism, according to the
Mishnah (Rosh Hashanah 1:1), there are no
less than four “new years”. The first of Ellul
is the new year for the tithing of animals. The
fifteenth of Shvat (or, according to Bet Sham-
mai, the first of Shvat) is the new year for



trees. These are specific and subsidiary dates,
but the other two are more fundamental.

According to the Torah, the first month of
the year is Nissan. This was the day the earth
became dry after the Flood (Gen. 8:13)™. It was
the day the Israelites received their first com-
mand as a people (Ex. 12:2). One year later
it was the day the Tabernacle was dedicated
and the service of the Priests inaugurated
(Ex. 40:2). But the festival we call the New
Year, Rosh Hashanabh, falls six months later.

Holy time itself comes in two forms, as
Emor makes clear. There is Shabbat and there
are the festivals, and the two are announced
separately. Shabbat was sanctified by God
at the beginning of time for all time. The
festivals are sanctified by the Jewish people
to whom was given the authority and respon-
sibility for fixing the calendar.

Hence the difference in the blessings we
say. On Shabbat we praise God who “sanc-
tifies Shabbat”. On the festivals we praise
God who sanctifies “Israel and the holy
times” — meaning, it is God who sanctifies
Israel but Israel who sanctify the holy times,
determining on which days the festivals fall.

Even within the festivals there is a dual
cycle. One is formed by the three pilgrim-
age festivals: Pesach, Shavuot, and Succot.
These are days that represent the key historic
moments at the dawn of Jewish time — the
Exodus, the giving of the Torah, and the forty
years of desert wandering. They are festivals
of history.

The other is formed by the number seven

1. Although this, too, is the subject of an
argument. In Gemara Rosh Hashanah 11b
(quoted by Rashi Bereishit Chapter 8:13)
Rabbi Yehoshua says this occurred in Nissan
and Rabbi Eliezer counters that it happened
in Tishrei.

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business
Eta: 054-723-3863

Amazing stand alone homes in
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY

GERMAN COLONY/TALBIYA

400 sgm on one floor Bring them
parking Home!
storage

large sukka terrace

Private home for sale

in the GERMAN COLONY.
500 sgm living space.
New construction.

Call for more info

In GERMAN COLONY.
300 sgm plus 170 sgm
registered garden.

Plus parking and roof top
terrace.

ARNONA exclusive:
Fantastic cottage for sale,
registered at 182 sgm plus
ground floor unit (can be
granny flat). Parking.

Built on 3 levels with large
terrace on 2nd floor. 5
bedrooms!!! Perfect

for a young family.

Price 6,900,000 NIS

In BAKA, 236 sgm on two

floors, plus 80 sgm of out-

door space, high ceilings, 2
authentic Jerusalem bldg :?
with modern addition. 4

bedrooms, office/ or sitting ‘;—
room. Master suite on ﬁl
entrance level.
Parking & storage.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com

\Etaz 054-723-3863 etamorrisrealty.co.il r
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and the concept of holiness: the seventh day,
Shabbat; the seventh month, Tishri, with its
three festivals of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur
and Succot; the seventh year, Shemittah; and
the Jubilee marking the completion of seven
seven-year cycles.

These times (with the exception of Succot
that belongs to both cycles) have less to do
with history than with what, for want of a
better word, we might call metaphysics and
jurisprudence, ultimate truths about the uni-
verse, the human condition, and the laws,
both natural and moral, under which we live.

Each is about creation (Shabbat, a reminder
of it, Rosh Hashanah the anniversary of it),
Divine sovereignty, justice, and judgment,
together with the human condition of life,
death, mortality. So on Yom Kippur we face
justice and judgment. On Succot/Shemini
Atzeret we pray for rain, celebrate nature
(bringing together the lulav, etrog, hadas-
sim, and aravot as the arba minim - the four
species - is the only mitzvah we do with
unprocessed natural objects), and we read
the book of Kohelet, Tanach’s most profound
meditation on mortality.

In the seventh and Jubilee years we
acknowledge God’s ultimate ownership of
the land of Israel and the Children of Israel.
Hence we let slaves go free, release debts,
let the land rest, and restore most property
to its original owners. All of these have to
do not with God’s interventions into history
but with His role as Creator and owner of
the universe.

One way of seeing the difference between
the first cycle and the second is to compare
the prayers on Pesach, Shavuot, and Succot
with those of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kip-
pur. The Amidah of Pesach, Shavuot, and
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Succot begins with the phrase “You chose
us from all the peoples.” The emphasis is on
Jewish particularity.

By contrast, the Amidah for Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur begins by speaking of “all
You have made, all You have created”. The
emphasis is on universality: about the judg-
ment that affects all of creation, everything
that lives.

Even Succot has a marked universalist
thrust with its seventy sacrificial bulls rep-
resenting the “seventy nations”. According
to Zechariah 14, it is the festival that will one
day be celebrated by all the nations.

Why the duality? Because God is both the
God of nature and of culture. He is the God
of everyone in general, and of the people of
the covenant in particular. He is the Author of
both scientific law (cause) and religious-eth-
ical law (command).

We encounter God in both cyclical time,
which represents the movement of the
planets, and linear-historical time, which
represents the events and evolution of the
nation of which we are a part. This very dual-
ity gives rise to two kinds of religious leader:
the Prophet and the Priest, and the different
consciousness of time each represents.

Since the ancient Greeks, people have
searched for a single principle that would
explain everything, or the single point Archi-
medes sought at which to move the world, or
the unique perspective (what philosophers
call “the view from nowhere”) from which
to see truth in all its objectivity.

Judaism tells us there is no such point.
Reality is more complicated than that. There
is not even a single concept of time. At the
very least we need two perspectives to be
able to see reality in three dimensions, and



. . . DAMNIEL BOUZAGLD
that applies to time as well as space. Jewish JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE [=

time has two rhythms at once. SEA
Judaism is to the spirit what Niels Bohr’s

complementarity theory is to quantum
physics. In physics light is both a wave and
a particle. In Judaism time is both historical
and natural. Unexpected, counter-intuitive,
certainly. But glorious in its refusal to simplify
the rich complexity of time: the ticking clock,
the growing plant, the ageing body, and the
ever-deepening mind. m
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BAKA NEW UP COMING PROJECT IN BEITH LEHEM RD

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

il - -
UNIQUE GARDEN APARTMENT IN THE GERMAN COLONY [
4 METER HIGH CEILINGS , GREAT POTENTIAL
FOR THOSE E

For more offers usatt 5164675802 , kit 2037697899
waw.daniels-assets.com Whatsapp +972 (0) 52-2636656

Grape juice Segula

144 bottles of grape juice are purchased and

Volunteers needed

brought to the Kever of Rabbi Shimon Bar who play the guitar to
Yochai.. There, they bless th.e person on come visit hospitals
behalf it was bought for. Price per person

$800. To purchase the grape juice segula go and play for the

to www.omb.org.il. 1) Insert under comments patients.

"grape juice segula” 2) Hebrew name and

mother's Hebrew name to daven for. 3) What
to daven for. Ex: Zivug, shalom bayit, .
parnassah, health etc. Please email

* 144 is equal to 2 x’s chessed. ofﬂce@omb.org.n

* Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai said “Viyesh Al Mi
L'Smoch” There is someone you can trust.

or whatsapp

Bar Yochai. May your request be answered. 050-419-7775

In the Zchut of the Torah of Rabbi Shimon

May we only hear, see and know of Simchas.
May we see the coming of Moshiach now!
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMA
Faculty, OU Israel Center

Guarding
Sanctity

Many of us are familiar with this week’s
Torah reading since it includes the section
known as “parashat hamo’adot,” the section
that contains the Torah’s most complete
review of the annual chagim. This segment
reviews the laws of the shalosh regalim and
includes as well the observances followed
of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur. It is for
this reason that we read this part of Emor
both on Pesach and Sukkot and, therefore,
its familiarity to us. Despite its familiarity,
our ancient scholars did NOT focus upon the
“parashat hamo’adot” when choosing a fitting
haftarah for Parashat Emor. Instead, they
chose to have us read from the 44th perek
of Sefer Yechezkel, a selection that reflects
the theme found in the opening section of
our parasha, i.e, the laws that pertain to the
elevated state of sanctity demanded of the
Kohanim.

A simple reading of our haftarah teaches
us of the greater requirements that would be
demanded in the future Holy Temple and,
specifically, the laws commanded to the
priestly family to be followed in the holier
Bet HaMikdash. Indeed, we might find the
words of the prophet to be almost parallel
to those we read in this parasha, e.g. their
prohibition of defiling for the dead, the
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limitation of whom they may marry, the
obligatory garments to be worn during their
service in the Beit HaMikdash, etc. In fact,
Rav Soloveitchik comments that the haftarah
does not only share a common theme with
our parasha but its laws are almost identical
with those of the parasha, having us wonder
what Yechezkel might be adding to what we
learned in the parasha!

The key to understanding what the navi
hoped to relay to future generations might be
found in the opening phrases of the haftarah
where we hear Yechezkel declare how only
the Kohanic descendants of Tzadok — those
who “kept the charge of My sanctuary when
Israel strayed from Me,” would be those who
will serve Hashem in His sanctuary. The state-
ment reveals Hashem’s insistence that only
Kohanim who kept the purity of the priestly
family over the years would be allowed to
continue their service in Bayit Shlishi.

However, it is important to realize that our
haftarah is only part of the navi’s prophecy
—indeed, it first begins in the fifteenth verse
of the 44th chapter — and we would fail to
fully appreciate the significance of Yechez-
kel’s message to Israel if we do not read
the p’sukim that “introduce” the haftarah’s
message. After taking the prophet on a “vir-
tual tour” of the future Mikdash, Hashem
warns the navi to remember all of the laws
and the warnings pertaining to the Temple
that he had been taught. He then charged
the prophet: “V’amarta el merri’ “—to tell



the rebellious people of Israel — specifically
the Leviyim and the Kohanim - who failed
to “keep the charge of My sanctuary” and
had defiled the Beit HaMikdash with their
sinful behavior.

It is at this point, that our haftarah begins
- when Hashem draws a contrast between
the “rebellious” Kohanim and “V’haKo-
hanim v”haLeviyim b’nei Tzadok,” - the
righteous families of the priesthood who
guarded the sanctity of the Mikdash. It is
THEY who, in the future, would serve in the
eternal Beit HaMikdash. The corruption of
the priestly tribe is well-documented in the
Tanach, both in the writings of the prophets
and in the reports included in Sefer Ezra
HaSofer. Rav Soloveitchik explained that
many would have thought that in the ideal
yet-to-be-built Temple, Hashem would not
remove the priestly class entirely, as it had
been the source of fraud and exploitation
for so many years. Yechezkel arrives to tell
the nation that the corruptive element would
no longer serve G-d and those descendants
of Tzadok who protected the sanctity of
Hashem’s Temple, would, indeed, serve in
the future Temple.

And it will be those righteous ones who
would purify and elevate the Temple service,
sanctifying it, as described in our parasha. m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

The family of
RABBI SHOLOM GOLD TZ"L
are collecting memories/stories
/videos etc ..of their father.
Please email to: Goldofjerusalem@gmail.com

J Ly LEw
B bronery consiants

e pe——
Quality Hoges in Jerussle

Capital Property Consultants

and Lily Lewit present:

3 OUTSTANDING, EXCLUSIVE
JERUSALEM PROPERTIES
FOR SALE

NE@IBAKA

Original Arab/Templar house
550sqm plot

Building rights
Free-standing

Extremely quiet location

EEINORTH BAKA

Fabulous Arab house

650sqm of living space

Building rights

45 sqm store front with business license
Garden parking

BE@IGERMAN COLONY
Superb mansion

570 sqm recently built

11 Bedrooms

8 Bathrooms

Quiet street off Emek Refaim
400sqm private garden

For more details:
Call Rivka +972544407610
rivkasch@gmail.com
Lily Lewit +972505248930
lilylewit@gmail.com
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HELPING THE i)
HOME FRONT
ASSISTING
THE NEEDY

Ty e
YESH EZRA

THIS WEEK:
Helping single mothers who
are calling in that they have

nothing to eat for Shabbat!

See What We Do and to Donate:
www.Yeshezra.org

Bank transfer: Mercantile (17), Branch
642, A/C 79747843
Send Asmachta for tax receipt
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card: Sara — 077-820-0196.
Sun/Mon/Wed (10:15am-2.45 pm)
Inquiries: Menachem Persoff
050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com

ISRAEL
s DR OPERTIES —

OY BTAMELMAN & PARTNEARD

BUY WITH US SELL WITH

NAasIo 8 [

Israel P_ropties ishere to
help you find your home,
your placey\){here you belong

[

Tel +972 50 446 9515
www.israel-properties.com
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SFEKING RABBI

COME AND JOIN THE NEW ANGLO-ISRAELI
COMMUNITY IN CENTRAL ISRAEL

Are you a passionate, energetic,
and community-oriented Rabbi seeking
a meaningful opportunity like no other?

Many Anglo families moving in the new
neighborhood Carmay-Hanadiv
in Kiriat-Malachi

ANk N
UNIQUE RENTAL
OPPORTUNITY
Limited unique offer for the
pioneers, in BEAUTIFUL brand-new
apartments of the next BIG Anglo-
Israeli community.

Estimated Entry: Fall 2024.

SUBSTANTIAL SUBSIDIES for
the first ten renters to contact us!

For more details, please whatsApp:

R" Moshe Marcus: 058-766-5967

.. CARMAY-HANADIV

Living In The New Heart Of Israel

www.carmay-hanadiv.co.il /#/ 1111 "MJ:WAZE 2 // f




QOur Vision

w®

... Julfilling your Dream

Together we will win!
May Hashem protect our soldiers and bring them home

safely!

RE MAX

VISION |ITHh

is just one search away

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties
www.remaxjerusalem.com

Tsiyon Garami St, Pisgat Ze’ev
Villa, 542 sgm plot, 230 sqm built, 9 rooms
master suite, utility room, safe room,
balcony and, huge garden, 2 parking spots,
2 rental units. NIS 6,700,000
David Weiser 055-276-2960

a
Me\;o Hamatmid, City Center

Renovated 2-room, 44 sqm furnished apt
with breathtaking view of Old City walls.
Full amenities, pool, spa, gym 24/7
security. Prime location. NIS 2,790,000
Orna Even 054-621-6069

Ben Yehuda St, City Center,
Entire building for sale in the heart of
Jerusalem. Amazing investment opp!
Residential, hotel and/or commercial.

Approximately 4000 sgm building rights
Judit Blumenfrucht 054-431-8814

Historical Old Arab Garden apts, combine
for 94 sqm. Each apt: ~47 sqm + garden,
building rights. Investment/home. Needs
reno. NIS 2.95M each, Both 5.85M
Alyssa Friedland +972 54-668-4111

e -
Yehoshafat, German Colony
Gorgeous semi-detached Villa
7 bedrooms + garden, parking, elevator
+ separate rooftop apt.
Price: 18,000,000 NIS ($4,850,000)
Alyssa Friedland +972 54-668-4111

Mevo HaMa'avak, French Hill
Garden Home!
5 rooms + garden in tabu!
Quiet, pastoral + amazing view!
NIS 5,200,000 ($1,500,000)
Alyssa Friedland +972 54-668-4111

Arza St, Motza llit
Stunning 8-room duplex garden apt.
High-end renovation, large garden,

rental unit option, 2 parking, 2 storages,

Ha'Palmach 137, Mevaseret Zion
Renovated semi-detached, 7 rooms,
5.5 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, garden/porch with
view, 2 parking, accessible upper unit,

elevator. Priced to sell: NIS 6,750,000 4 sep. entrance to both floors NIS 4,690,000
Shlomo Benzaquen 052-601-4411 Shlomo Benzaquen 052-601-4411
D Y ¥ A : are

Mitzpeh Habira 24 Bet, Mevaseret Zion
7-room semi-detached, 1 level (ground
floor), 2 apts (main 5 rms. & rental unit 2
rms.), 142m? built, 600m? plot, huge
yard/garden! Priced to Sell! 4,390,000 NIS

Shlomo Benzaquen 052-601-4411




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning \

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
MAY 19 MAY 20 i MAY 21

2:00PM All classes are Torah Tuesdays in

Men’'s Gemara Chabura @ OU Israel Center Bakaa-Classes

Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld @ Kehilat Nitzanim, ]
9:15 AM 3 Asher Street i
The Different Shades and l
Colors of Prayer 2:15 AM

Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler Firkei Avot In Depth

Rabbi Moshe Snow

10:20 AM [NEW CLASS SERIES)
Am Yisrael At War
Rabbi Anthony Manning 10:15 AM

Minchat Chinuch-Meaning |
11:25 AM in Mitzvot Rabbi Yitzchak |
Deepening Our Eternal Breitowitz 1
Relationship with Eretz |
Yisrael-Timely Teachings from 11:15 AM ]

Sefer Breisheet Chumash
B'lyun Rabbi Yossi Goldin

the Wisdom of Rav Kook
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:15PM 12:15 PM

Israel’s Continuing Unlocking the Eternal f

Struggle for Survival Wisdom of Chazal

Dr. Deborah Polster Rabbi Shai Finkelstein '
[Resumes May 28)

7:00PM

L'Ayla

Dorot Women's Choir
Director, Hadassah Jacob
052-384 7230

8:30 PM
The Bais
Semichat Chaver Program
Rabbi Elyada Goldwicht




vith OU Israel

L'Ayla Women's Day
of Learning
@ OU Israel Center

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:20 AM
Mrs. Leah Feinberg
Haftarot

11:10 AM

Brunch Break

Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
Towards Meaningful
Tefilla

12:00 PM

Mrs. Shani Taragin
Delving into the
Halachot of Shabbat

WEDNESDAY

MAY 22

| Evening Classes

@ OU Israel Center
8:30 PM

| The Bais |For Men)

\War Time Halachic
Dilemmas Rabbi Aschi Dick

THURSDAY

APR. 23

All classes are
@ OU Israel Center

9:30 AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:45 AM

Iron Sword-Perspective for
Today from Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

12:00 PM
Lunch and Learn Rabbi Neil
Winkler. 40 NIS per person

2:00 PM
Men's Gemara Chabura Rabbi
Jeff Bienenfeld

me

merw jeresaiam=uni ? [

-.____

VIRTUAL SCHEDULE
{Zoom Only Classes):

Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parsha, 7:00pm Mon
Halacha, 7:00pm Wed
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/88363420460
Password: ouisrael
Rebbetzin Shatz

L'Ayla-Insights of Chazal
Tues., 5:00PM

us/j/85177782268
Password: ouisrael
Rabbi Goldwicht
Parshat HaShavua
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/2244321902

Password: 18

*LAYLA CLASSES ARE
FOR WOMEN ONLY

THE BAIS CLASSES &
PROGRAMS ARE FOR
MEN ONLY

DR GE:

#THEOUISRAEL



qchqd Teens!

For English speaking teens with special needs
(Ages 13-18)
Town Hall and Introductory Program
FOR PARENTS AND THEIR TEENS

Sunday, May 19 at 6:30 PM

OU Israel Center, 22 Keren HaYesod, Jerusalem

Teens have fun with the Yachad Israel Staff while
parents join our Director for a Town Hall to discuss
how Yachad can best serve this group.

Dates: July 9-25, 2024 *Dates: July 9-28,2024
sLocation: Yad Binyamin *Location: Bet Meir
+Director: Emily Stemp (NCSY Kollel Campus)
- *Director: Rabbi Yosef Ginsberg

R DT\

mﬂl (1) NCSY Chaiis a project FOR MORE INFO VISIT CHAILNCSY.ORG

of NCSY Israel
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Tzitzit tying at the OU Israel Center
with Ruti - no experience needed

Mondays at 1:30pm
and Wednesdays at 12:00pm

RS
% -~ PRI HADASH
WOMEN'’S WRITING WORKSHOP
AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER
Tuesday mornings 10.30-12.30

For move details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 |

o7 Judy 054-569-0410 S
LCH

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
Exercise for ladies
Sundays 12:30-1:15pm
at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239

h
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a8 2, n]
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LAG B'OMER

with Hebrew on the GO

Make your very own bow and arrow!
Picnic in the park!

Thursday, May 23 | 5:00 PM
Gan Hapamon | Meet by the bell

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

SOMETHING

IS COMING

pL AL ]
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The early Hasidim interpreted the term
"D2% DNYDDY” - as MY 100 WY . The days
between Pesach and Shavuot are days that
enlighten us like precious stones (90 -sapir
is a sapphire). Each day has a special and

unique quality.

This idea is based on a Mishna in Pirkei
Avot (6:6) that enumerates 48 ways in which
Torah is acquired. NP1 NMNNYW D727 NN
DNA. Each day reflects a different midah
(characteristic) and we are to master them all.

There is one problem with this idea, how-
ever, in that there are 49 days of the omer and
only 48 characteristics enumerated. What is
one to do on the 49th day of the omer?

The Chidushe Harim suggests that the last
day is dedicated to N7TN - reviewing what was
acquired on each of the previous 48 days.
Does one day of review suffice?

Rav Asher Weiss offers another expla-
nation. In the third to last daf of Shas
(Nida 70b) the people of Alexandria asked
Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Chananya how one
can acquire wisdom. Rabbi Yehoshua
responded that one needs to toil and work
hard to acquire Torah knowledge. The people
responded that many have done so and not
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RABBI SHALOM
- m Rav Kehilla, Nofei Hashemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

succeeded. Rabbhi Yehoshua responded that
one needs to do their hishtadlut but also has
to pray. o¥ NNoNNY 1 Wp2 - ask the One
who controls all wisdom.

Moshe Rabbeinu studied the Torah for 40 days
and the Yerushalmi (Horayot 18:) states that he
kept on forgetting the Torah. Finally, Hashem
gave him a gift- of memory. Moshe Rabbeinu,
who was on a higher level than all other men,
also struggled to acquire Torah. Only with siyata
d’shmaya, can one succeed. That is why we need
to pray along with our effort.

NN NN

In a similar manner, the Levush asks a
question about a tefilla we recite on Motzei
Shabbat. In the shemona esre we insert the
tefilla of 2NN NNX. It seems like the addition
is superfluous. We first state DTN 19N NNX
NYT - you provide wisdom to man. Then we
state N NN YA NNINN NNX - You provide
us with knowledge of the Torah. General
knowledge is something that all mankind
can obtain. Knowledge of Torah, however,
is reserved to the Jewish nation. On Mot-
zei Shabbat when we distinguish between
kodesh and chol, we require knowledge of
Torah and ask that we be granted that since
such a distinction is only comprehensible on
a spiritual level.



Torah knowledge is a gift from God and
we need to pray to request that we be
granted that gift. Therefore, the first 48
days of the omer parallel the 48 charac-
teristics through which we can acquire the
Torah. The 49th day is dedicated to prayer.
1YW NNONNWY N wp. If we truly want
to acquire Torah, we need to combine our
pursuit with prayer.

In all areas of life we need to do all we
can (M>7nWN) and combine it with sincere
prayer. Whether we seek to obtain Torah
knowledge, health, wealth, provide a proper
upbringing for our children - prayer needs
to be a part of the equation. May we com-
bine our efforts to achieve along with sincere
prayer to the One above, so that we merit
realizing our full potential. May we be able to
count each day and make each day count!

TAKE YOUR
MASTER’S DEGREE
TO THE NEXT LEVEL 2222

Advanced training in psychotherapy,
couples & family therapy

O CLINICAL The two-year
advanced training
PRACTICE program is for
INDIVIDUAL ~ ™Mental health
professionals with
@ & GROUP a Master's degree
SUPERVISION in a mental health
related field. For
THEORETICAL (-, qidi/Dati Men
EDUCATION and Women.

Accredited by the Israel Association
for Couples and Family Therapy

LY Iy
02-654-4600

WhatsApp: 055-928-6050 ﬁ

familyinstitute@nevey.org "13) '
s ©

o TH
.,r/
-'.1'.\\\

www.nevefamilyinstitute.org

V SHABB /1y N X ¥}

The only mobility scooter
without Gramma!

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar"
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism
that operates according to the "Existing
Current Modulation" principle. The
Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed
and does not require expensive fitting.

™y

Ready to go in 10 seconds.
Folds and splitsinto 2 lightweight parts

—— FORAFREEDEMO CALL —

077-9562852

For more information, visit our website at:
movinglife.co.il/torah

movinglife’

life changing solutions
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES

Gearing for
Greatness

Our parashah discusses the specific laws
that pertain to Kohanim, the priests, and to
the Kohen Gadol, the High Priest. We are so
familiar with this title, Kohen Gadol, but it is
actually a curious description. What makes
this Kohen “gadol,” greater than his breth-
ren? What is the nature of this “gadlut,” this
greatness?

The midrash in Vaykira Rabbah explains
that the Kohen Gadol is greater in 4 distinct
ways: in his strength, wisdom, beauty and
wealth. As an example of Ahron HaKohen’s
superior strength, the midrash cites that he
lifted 22,000 Leviim and waved them in all
four directions in one day! According to this
calculation, assuming he did not rest at all, it
would mean that he lifted 15 Leviim per min-
ute. However, Rabbeinu Bechaye maintains
that this was a miraculous feat. If so, how
can the midrash then cite this as a prooftext
for Ahron’s strength? Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz
explains that although it was a miracle, it was
only made possible because Ahron invested
his entire being into this effort. Thus, we can
infer that ‘strength’ is determined by one’s
endeavors, when one uses his abilities to the
maximum extent that he is able. Likewise,
“gedolei Yisrael,” as our great Torah leaders
are called, are those who invest the entirety
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of their being in what they do and therefore
merit tremendous siyata d’shmaya, thus
achieving far greater things than an average
layman. Rav Gifter zt”1 would frequently say,
“The minimum Hashem wants from us is the
maximum that we can do.”

The Torah recounts the incident of Moshe
Rabbeinu’s salvation by bat Paroh in a way
that demonstrates this concept beautifully.
She saw the baby in a basket on the Nile,
“vatishlach et amata.” (Shemot 2:5) Rashi
interprets amata as she reached for the
baby and her hand miraculously extended
many more amot until she was able to take
him from the basket. Clearly, her effort to
do her utmost to save the child effected an
outcome coordinated from Above. Thus,
Chazal teach us, “baderech she’adam rotzeh
leilech bo molichin oto - the path that a person
wants to travel on, is the path that Hashem
guides him down.” (Makkot 10b)

This is the takeaway, learns Rav Scheiner-
man in Ohel Moshe. It is our task to yearn for
greatness, even beyond our perceived abil-
ities. We must “extend our hand,” we must
try and reach for ever higher spiritual goals.
Indeed, Chazal teach us, “kol adam miYisrael
chayav lomar matai yagi’'u ma’asai lema’asei
avotai - every member of the Jewish people is
obligated to say, “when will my actions reach
the level of the Patriarch’s actions?”” (Tanna
d’vei Eliyahu chapter 25:1). As the language
of Chazal is always precise, notice that the
word used is “obligated.” Every person is
duty-bound to reach beyond himself, it is
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RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

Executive Director, Camp HASC

Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

Legendary scholar, educator, author,
historian Rav Berel Wein’s rabbinic career
spanned Chicago, Miami, and the Orthodox
Union, before he founded Congregation Bais
Tefillah and Yeshivah Shaarei Torah in Mon-
sey, New York. Earlier, when Rabbi Wein was
visiting Monsey, he davened at the fledgling
Community Synagogue which was under the
leadership of Rabbi Dr. Moshe David Tendler.
One evening, Rabbi Tendler was out of town,
his illustrious father in law, the gadol ha-dor,
Reb Moshe Feinstein was present at shul.
Rabbi Wein describes that evening:

“There were about twelve people there.
Most of them had come in off the street just
to say Kaddish. Between Minchah and Maariv
there was a short break and Reb Moshe would
not allow it to be frittered away. So he took
a Chumash from a shelf and began teaching
from it to the small crowd. He read each verse
and then translated it into Yiddish with such a
simple quality. He didn’t say any deep Torah
thoughts, no deep analyses from the commen-
tators; just the plain words. Vayomer — un
er hot gezokt, “and he said....” But he spoke
in such a way that he wasn’t talking down to
anyone. Great people have that ability to talk
to everyone: children, teenagers, adults.”
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“Speak (emor) to the Kohanim, and say
(v’amarta) to them....” [21:1]

Rashi teaches us that the apparent rep-
etition of “speak to” and “say” teaches us
00PN Yy YT P, “The adults should
Phazir, ‘warn’ the young.” As the older, more
experienced Kohanim, they were to instruct
the younger generation in the ways of the
priesthood. The Lubavitcher Rebbe explained
Phazir as being etymologically connected
with the word zohar, ‘illumination’, and he
extended this insight into the work of anyone
in a position to influence others or simply
share positive values and Torah ideas — espe-
cially parents and teachers. The directive of
Phazir, ‘to issue warning’ to others regarding
maintaining ritual purity, is not just about
what we impart, but how we transmit those
values; how we educate, view, interact and
aspire to influence others. To influence the lis-
tener positively, our admonition, our “I’hazir”,
must express zohar; our words must ‘shine’
and illuminate him with positivity.

Hundreds of Reb Moshe’s halachic opinions
are collected in his nine volume magnum
opus, Igros Moshe, spanning a wide range
of sugyos, questions and issues. Among
the piskei halacha and ethical directives,
Reb Moshe describes what ought to be the
primary goal of any teacher (or parent!) in
transmitting Torah values:

One must realize that teaching Torah is a
mission unlike teaching other subjects. When



it comes to secular studies, the teacher must
explain the material so that the students
understand the information; to the teacher,
it is irrelevant whether or not the material
penetrates the students’ hearts and souls to
the point that they will practice what has
been learned. With regard to Torah, the
teacher must see to it that the talmidim will
absorb what they have learned so that they
will perceive in their hearts and souls that
Torah is our purpose, and the most important
thing in life (Yoreh De’ah, 111, #71).

In 1952, a young, charismatic Reb Shlomo
Freifeld was chosen to join a small mission
of yeshivah students to Eretz Yisrael, to meet
with Gedolei Yisrael, run programs and
strengthen Torah. The bachurim engaged in
a flutter of activity, working day and night on
a very tight schedule. Somehow however, it
seemed the future Rosh Yeshiva and founder
of Sho’r Yashuv was always holding up the
group... Reb Shlomo was always shmoozing!
It didn’t matter who he met baderech, on the
way. Whether with Talmidei Chachamim,
elderly shop owners, children on the bus,
policemen, schnorrers or fellow yeshivah
students, Reb Shlomo was shmoozing.

When the friends became slightly frustrated,
Reb Shlomo explained that he had recently
heard a story about Rav Leizer Levin, who
served as the chief Rabbi of Detroit for more
than 50 years. When Rav Levin was consid-
ering leaving his small Lithuanian shtetl and
immigrating to the United States, he went to
the Chafetz Chaim for advice and a brachah.
The Chafetz Chaim sent him off to America,
directing him with a holy mission: “Reb Leizer,
geired tzu Yidden, go speak to Jews!”

Reb Shlomo turned to his friends, “Eretz
Yisrael is filled with Yidden! Everywhere
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large sukkah balcony 40m, renovated, master
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FOR SALE

ARNONA

Nice 4 rooms, 93m, Shabbat elevator, balcony,
good shape, large living room, master bedroom,
quiet, parking, storageroom, 3,700,000 NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL

Large 4 rooms, 96m, Shabbat elevator,

balcony with view, good shape, large living room,
master bedroom, parking, 3,900,000 NIS

RASKO, CLOSE SAN SIMON PARK

New 5 rooms, 124m, Shabbat elevator,

2 balconies with sukkah, panoramic view,

large living room, master bedroom, quiet and lit,

parking, great price, 4,600,000 NIS

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem

Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

I turn, I am surrounded by Jews to meet
and speak with. I am so excited to fulfill the
instructions of the Chafetz Chaim... and speak
to Jews!”

May the instruction of the Kohanim in Par-
shas Emor awaken our efforts to share great
light and shine forth the illumination and
sweetness of Torah with all whom we meet.

LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
« No longer want?
» No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?

I can guarantee that if you qualify with the
underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

This coming Wednesday we will com-
memorate Pesach Sheini, literally the second
Pesach. The Torah instructs us in Parshat
BeHaaalotcha, regarding this second oppor-
tunity for those who were unable to offer the
Korban Pesach at its proper time to be able to
participate and fulfill this mitzvah.

Since there were some men who were
unclean, having come in contact with a corpse
and could not offer the Korban Pesach on
that day. Appearing that same day before
Moshe and Ahron, those men said to them,
“Unclean though we are by reason of a corpse,
why must we be prevented from presenting
Hashem with an offering at its set time with
the rest of the Jewish People?” Moshe said to
them, “Imdu- Stand by, and let me hear what
instructions Hashem gives for you.” Hashem
spoke to Moshe, saying: Speak to the Jewish
people, and say: When any of you or of your
posterity who are defiled by a corpse or are
on a long journey would be unable to offer the
Korban Pesach to Hashem, they shall offer it
in the second month, on the fourteenth day of
the month, at twilight. They shall eat it with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and they
shall not leave any of it over until morning.
They shall not break a bone of it. They shall
offer it in strict accord with the law of the
Korban Pesach...”

The Chidushei HaRim, the first Gerer
Rebbe zy’a, explains that the word Imdu
does not mean to stand by and wait, rather it
means Imdu stand up, even though you may
have been unable to perform the mitzvah
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initially, don’t fall into despair. Imdu- stand
up- Hashem gives us the opportunity for a
second chance!

So too in our days, in the absence of the
Korban Pesach, there is an eternal message
of chizuk, inherent in these verses, and rep-
resented by this sacred day of Pesach Sheini.
Imdu- Stand up! Each of us can stand upright
once again before HaKadosh Baruch Hu
through teshuva and tefila. It is never too late!

This important idea is similarly reflected
and developed even further in a powerful
teaching from Rebbe Naftali Tzvi of Rop-
schitz, zy’a. The Ropschitzer taught that a
person might think that as a result of their
many mistakes or flaws, that there is no hope
for them, that it is impossible for them to
turn their lives around, to improve their
circumstances. Giving up, selling oneself
short, explains the Ropschitzer, is not only
counterproductive, but is also an act of great
heresy! Teshuva, the opportunity for growth
and change,the opportunity to move forward,
and leave our mistakes or missed opportuni-
ties in the past, is a great gift from Hashem!
One who feels that they are not capable of
teshuva, explains the Rebbe, is not simply
selling himself short, but rather denying the
endless kindness, compassion and love that
the Ribono Shel Olam has for each and every
member of Klal Yisrael.

The message of Pesach Sheini, is precisely
this idea, to leave behind those past mistakes
or missed opportunities, and move forward
and embrace the potential for growth and



success, to embrace the gift of teshuva, to tap
into our innate strength that Hashem has
endowed each of us with, and in so doing
transform ourselves and the entire world. m

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilied
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

A Beler Tziporah ah- |
1 Bottled Water Gemach '7

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
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to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Mamilla
250 sgm with magnificent
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Moral Relativism
and the War in Israel

This war has multiple layers. We are
battling homicidal enemies on two borders
whose stated aim is to erase Israel from the
map. Additionally, we are facing a global out-
break of rabid antisemitism. Calls of “death
to Jews” have become normalized.

Any attack upon the people of Hashem is a
chillul Hashem. That this horrific massacre
occurred on Shabbat and on Simchat Torah
exacerbates the desecration of Hashem’s
name. Hundreds of years ago in France,
during the Crusader invasion, as Torah
scholars were being murdered, the author
of the Tisha b’av kinah entitled >3 yvInn
1127 pleaded with the Torah to intercede
with Hashem and implore Him for mercy:

RisYaRiUpsinm)| PY N AMN AN

We also plead with Torah to intervene, and
to solicit Hashem for mercy: for His people
and for the repair of the despicable chillul
Hashem of October 7th.

Beyond the military, antisemitic, and theo-
logical aspects of this war, there is a fourth
tier. We have been thrust into a vicious
cultural war. Over the past two decades our
culture has shifted, traditional values have
eroded, and society has been plunged into an
identity crisis. Hyper-liberalism has abolished
classic values replacing them with wokism
and radical progressivism. Strangely, these
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modern ideologies have been weaponized
against our people. Much of the antisemitic
vitriol stems from college students who have
been reared upon this new value system.

All this isn’t surprising. We were selected by
Hashem to inspire humanity toward a lifestyle
of monotheism and morality. Through our
religious behavior we showcase the nobility
of a life of commandment and commitment.
Not only do we model religion, but we are
also meant to fashion a culture of spirituality
and values. When the surrounding culture
ruptures and its values become corrupted, we
offer an alternative model. We are respon-
sible for cultural reconstruction. Even if the
degraded cultural values aren’t inherently
immoral, they still threaten the fabric of
society and its moral fiber. Just as it is our
historical task to repair immoral behavior it
is also our mission to repair broken cultures.
RADICAL HUBRIS

The beginning of Parshat Noach portrays
a debauched society which had fallen into
complete and total moral collapse. Hashem
decided to wipe them off the planet and reboot
both humanity as well as the natural order.

The same parsha, though, closes with
a very different scene. The generation of
migdal Bavel wasn’t morally degenerate
or rebellious. Having fashioned the first



industrial revolution in history, they became
intoxicated with their own human prowess.
Their generation was the first to manufacture
bricks and the first to urbanize. Empowered
by technology and emboldened by their
success, they abandoned dependency upon
Hashem. Though they didn’t commit grave
sins, they crafted a culture of narcissism
and self-importance. A few years after the
tower fell, Avraham emerged to revolutionize
religious consciousness. He repaired their
broken culture.

About two thousand years later a different
decayed culture demanded reconstruction.
Amassing boundless wealth, Shushan
degenerated into a culture of ostentation
and exhibitionism. During the six months
they luxuriated on marble beds and binge
drank from golden chalices, no one worked
or shouldered any responsibility. An endless
party in open display in the royal courtyard.

Esther and Mordechai renovated this
rotten culture of opulence and voyeurism.
Esther was nicknamed Haddasah which is
a fragrant bush. Mordechai’s name sounds
similar to a spice called ‘mar d’ror”. Together
they refreshed a rancid culture.

Some generations spiral into a moral abyss.
Others develop unhealthy social and cultural
norms. Either way it is our mission to protect
humanity against its lesser self.

Evidently, we stand at a cultural crossroad.
Something is happening to our culture and
somehow it is intertwined with our struggle
to return home to Israel. Eventually we will
triumph. We will convince the world that
Hashem awarded us this Land. We will also
repair the broken culture around us.

How did our culture break and how has it
been weaponized against us?

D;I%]L;I) -.ﬂ
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ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 108m,

master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator,
private parking, 3,290,000 NIS

BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building,
101m, master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator,
private parking, Sukkah balcony in process of
being added, 3,890,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON: 5-room garden apartment,
125m, large garden + separate unit for rent

or for guests, balcony, storage, 5,190,000 NIS
REHAVIA: New garden apartment, 98m, garden,
50m, full accessibility, private parking,
5,390,000 NIS

SHAAREI CHESED (RECHAVIA):

4-room apartment, 123m, balcony,
extraordinary view, Shabbat elevator,

fully accessible, private parking, 5,590,000 NIS
NORTH TALPIOT (CASPI STREET): New garden
apartment, 5.5 rooms, 165m, 80m garden,
architecturally renovated, underfloor heating,
central air conditioning, parking, 5,890,000 NIS
KIRYAT SHMUEL: New penthouse, 230m, full
accessibility, private parking 13,290,000 NIS

THREE AGENTS OF POSTMODERNISM

The contemporary “dissolution” of tradi-
tional values was caused by three events over
the past three centuries.

Democracy and Capitalism revolutionized
the modern world, by replacing oppressive
systems with empowering ones. These potent
revolutions unleashed immense human
potential, dramatically improved the qual-
ity of life, and restored the dignity of human
experience. However, these benefits came at
a steep cost to our traditional value system.
By stressing the individual over the collective,
modern society glorified personal choice and
personal expression. National, communal, or
collective identities which preach traditional
values have become disregarded. To each his
own or her own. Without strong communal
or national identity, traditional values such
as family and morality erode.
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Secondly, the world is still suffering col-
lective PTSD from the horrors of the 20th
century, during which humanity suffered
from violent attempts to place loyalty to
State above personal conscience. Haunted
by the crimes of Nazism and Fascism, mod-
ern society recoils at any attempt to impose
common or universal values. Any attempt
to encourage conformity to common values
smells like odious Fascism.

The internet revolution has further dis-
solved our traditional value system. Social
media, in particular, offers virtual commu-
nities to replace actual ones. Without real
communities and real neighbors, it is diffi-
cult to develop loyalty to family and loyalty
to community. To each his own. To each
her own.

These three dynamics have created a mod-
ern jungle teeming with moral swirl. Suffer-
ing through an extended identity crisis, the
younger generation feels lost and bewildered.
Sadly, when society feels bewildered, they
look for scapegoats to assign blame. Jews have
always provided easy scapegoats.

The fact that we can now defend ourselves
in our own country is even more riling to
our enemies. The scapegoat has horns and
can now fight back. Our haters are furious.
MORAL RELATIVISM

Our confusing postmodern culture has
generated a dangerous theory called moral
relativism. Moral relativism asserts that
moral truth isn’t absolute or universal but is

Jewelry, watches, sculpture - capture and save your memories
Nostalgia can transport us to those special moments in life.

COLLECTORS...

Every Collection — Every Story —-Uniquely Yours
Create an exquisite narrative of your collecting journey.
Discover more: www.forcollectors.international
Contact: eveblack@forcollectors.international
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subjective and is merely a social construct.
What is considered morally right or wrong
varies, depending upon cultural norms,
personal beliefs, and historical contexts. The
boundary between good and devil has been
erased.

We watched in horror as cowardly and con-
fused University Deans from whom we naively
expected more, defended calls to murder Jews
because every statement must be assessed “in
context”. This was the ugly and grotesque face
of moral relativism at its worst.

Dishonesty prevents us from standing in
the presence of Hashem. Dovid Hamelech
describes honesty as the core trait granting
us entry into the precincts of Hashem:
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Intellectual honesty is crucial for religious
conscience and for deeper understanding of
Torah wisdom.

Chazal though, speak not about an individ-
ual who is dishonest but groups of people
who lose sight of truth. The gemara in Sotah
(42a) warns that a “band of liars” aren’t wel-
come in Hashem’s presence:
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Our society has become a D’)pw Y nd,
a culture of photoshopped truths and false
narratives. Social media has become a
cacophonous chamber of lies, propaganda
and hate. When truth fades, conversation
collapses. Without healthy and substantive
conversation all communication fails. Unable
to agree even to baseline truths we default to
shouting slogans and to spewing hatred. As
the social fabric punctures society splinters
into warring factions. Welcome to the jungle
of fiction and lies.



Zecharyah promises that one day, Yerusha-
layim will be crowned as the city of truth and
honesty. Humanity will assemble in the city
of Hashem to embrace the Shechinah and
applaud God’s children. The lies will fade
and the culture will be repaired. Truth will
reside in Yerushalayim. Not relative truth but
absolute moral truth. Not human fiction but
the presence of Hashem- the ultimate and
only NN
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Rabbi Taragin’s new book about the war in Israel
‘Dark Clouds Above, Faith Below’ is now available
in bookstores, or at:
M https://www.amazon.com/dp/
) BOCZ7N8ZJB
or: https://kodeshpress.com/product/
dark-clouds-above-faith-below/
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KETER ADVISORS: THE CROWN JEWEL OF ISRAEL REAL ESTATE
ARNONA , JERUSALEM - NEW!

¥ 2 BEDROOMS FROM 2.9M NIS
" | 3 BEDROOMS FROM 3.1M NIS
‘ 4 BEDROOMS FROM 3.7M NIS
| + INDOOR PARKING

+ STORAGE ROOM

LUXURY - BOUTIQUE BUILDING
ONLY 8 APARTMENTS LEFT
2 BEDROOMS & 3 BEDROOMS

3 BEDROOMS 104 sqm + 12 sqm Balcony
STARTING FROM 3.21M NIS

4 BEDROOMS 125 sqm + 12 sgm Balcony
STARTING FROM 3.4M NIS

PENTHOUSE - 170sqm + 56 sqm Balcony
STARTING FROM 6.1M NIS (2 LEFT)

ALL APARTMENTS - PARKING & MACHSAN

RA’ANANA NEW - STARTING AT 3.11 M NIS

2 BEDROOMS FROM 3.11M NIS
3 BEDROOMS FROM 3.26M NIS
4 BEDROOMS FROM 4.1M NIS

+ INDOOR PARKING

+ STORAGE ROOM

NAHARIYA STARTING AT 1.69M NIS

ww ABOUT THE PROPERTIES:
3 BEDROOMS 111 SQM + 12 SQM PORCH
4 BEDROOMS 129 SQM + 18 SQM PORCH
INCLUDES:
SHABBAT ELEVATORS + STORAGE
ROOM +

1 SPOT PARKING (4 BEDROOMS = 2
SPOTS) + CENTRAL AC UNIT

STARTING AT: 4 BEDROOMS
3 BEDROOMS W/SEA VIEWS
1.69M NIS ($458K) 1.9M NIS ($515K)

TIBERIAS - LAKE KINNERET - FROM 1.7M NIS
— e M e 4-room apartment, 136
. . i square meters, fourth floor,
m master bedroom with
i — shower toilet and walk-in

closet, bathroom, storage
|+ room and private parking

WE DO PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
WHILE YOU ARE AWAY / LONG-TERM RENTAL
SHORT TERM RENTAL / DURING CONSTRUCTION

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN USE YOUR IRA AND

401K FUNDS TO BUY INVESTMENT PROPERTY
IN ISRAEL WITHOUT TAX PENALTIES?

US: 786.385.8859

www.keteradvisors.com

IL: 972.52.682.9367

info@keteradvisors.com
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

BY REBBETZIN DR.

ADINA SHMIDMAN

Looking Back
Moving Forward

HAFTORAH PARSHAT EMOR - YECHEZKEL 44:15-31

We read in this week’s Haftorah of the
prophet Yechezkel’s instructions to the
Kohanim in anticipation of their service in
the Third Beit HaMikdash. Yechezkel details
the type of dress, expected conduct and ritual
tasks that the Kohanim will be obligated to
perform. His directives repeat the list enu-
merated in the Torah, but Yechezkel also adds
several more obligations. Why? Wouldn’t
the existing instructions to the Kohanim be
enough? Why did Yechezkel find it necessary
to add to the already long and detailed list
enumerated in this week’s Parsha?

Yechezkel identified a challenge associated
with the resumption of the holy rituals of
the rebuilt Beit HaMikdash; rebuilding and
restarting is complicated. How much of the
past should one include? Should a person

look back for inspiration and instruction?
On the one hand, looking back is the only
reference of actions that will inform prac-
tice. Yet, if one only looks back, a person can
become trapped in what was and lose out on
the opportunity to build and move forward.
By adding new directives and instructions,
Yechezkel challenged the Kohanim and by
extension the Jewish people to find creativ-
ity and inspiration in the exciting future of
the Third Beit HaMikdash. His message of
rebuilding highlights the ability to capture
the moment of return and to infuse what was
once done with new zeal, renewed joy and
hope for future growth and opportunity. As
a navi, Yechezkel was uniquely positioned to
advocate steadfast adherence to the Torah
and yet introduce new obligations without

"IWI 11 [1022Y W.ewensohn Raz & Co

Law Offices & Notary ‘1 ;
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Adv. & Notary

Real Estate
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Tama 38 and Renovation
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Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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compromising the Torah.

We do not have the advantage of prophets in
our times to provide us with new instructions
within the confines of the Torah. However,
each one of us can infuse our current service
of Hashem with renewed enthusiasm and joy.
May we find the strength and courage to so
in the hope that we will merit to see a rebuilt
Third Beit Hamikdash with the Kohanim
carrying out their new and old obligations. m
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HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING

CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT
* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS
« FAST DELIVERY
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For sale! Exclusively in Arnona (Hashofet Haim Cohen St.)

An amazing apartment!
Beautiful and unique
3 room apartment - very spacious!
85 SQM, 3 Air directions,
Balcony & Private parking,
An Africa-Israel project.
Asking price:
2,990,000 NIS

Ofer Stein
0 052-450-7266
Q02-567-2050
& ofer@homeil.net

For more properties in Jerusalem, feel free to contact us.

Real Estate

Most Recent Listings in and around Jerusalem

Dream Home in Efrat

Tirosh Villa
400 sqm on a plot of 700 sqm
11 Bedrooms
8 Bathrooms
4 Showers
Possibility for a separate unit
Completely renovated
Great location
Quiet street

New Exclusivity on
Rivka Street in Baka

2 bedroom, 2 baths -
85 sqm B m
4th floor
Shabbat elevator
Central A/C + heat
Small balcony off the bedroom
Full of light & air

A . r*;H!F

—

ﬁdéi

New Exclusivity:
Penthouse in Arnona

150 sqm penthouse
40 sqm terrace
Breathtaking views!
5 bedrooms, 2 full baths
Central A/C & heat
Shabbat elevator
2 underground parking spots
Large storage: 10 sqm

Large Triplex Family
Apartment in the
Heart of Ba'aka

200 sgm on 3 levels
4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms,
Small Succah balcony
A/C + private heating
Full of light & air
Quiet Street

Duplex Garden
Apartment in Quadra
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
105 sgm + 25 sqm garden
Floor heating & central A/C

Gym
Swimming pool
Sauna
Private parking
Storage

Yitzchak Kowalsky
X, 054-766-0338
[ Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@ www.yykrealestate.com

|
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é;{ﬂ“ RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHUL

Counting Up

“You shall count for yourselves from the
day after the day of rest, from the day of your
bringing the omer (wave offering), seven
complete weeks. Until after the seventh
week, you shall count fifty days, and bring
a new meal-offering to the Lord” (Leviticus
23:15-16). The countdown, or rather count-up,
of fifty days is widely understood as an
expression of anticipation and longing. As
Sefer ha-Chinuch formulated it, our freedom
from servitude on Pesach was only a prelude
to the ultimate goal of accepting the Torah
and becoming servants to the true Master,
our Father in Heaven.! We count every day
that brings us closer to that long-awaited goal.

Rav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook,
based on earlier precedents, understood
that this period of anticipation must include
preparation. Let us put ourselves in the san-
dals of the slaves leaving Egypt. They have
narrowly survived the physical abuse of the
taskmasters, but they have been spiritually
traumatized by the degenerate, corrosive
culture of Egypt. The first day of Pesach
swiftly and suddenly brings freedom from
physical bondage. On the morrow begins
the dedicated, regimented work to liberate
their psyches from the less savory aspects of
Egyptian society that have insidiously taken
root. They must now engage in a different

1. Sefer ha-Chinuch, §306.
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kind of toil, to chisel a noble people out of
the rabble of slaves, and the optimal means
is a daily commitment to personal growth,
whose progress is measured in weeks.

What, though, is the essential connection
between the daily count and the omer, the
freshly cut barley brought to the Temple on
the second day of Pesach? The omer offering
consisted of barley, which mainly sees use
as feed for livestock. Bringing it on the altar
symbolized the rectification of man’s baser
instincts, the animal side of us. On Shavuot we
would bring the shtei ha-lechem, two loaves
of wheat, the refined staple of mankind, to
represent the culmination of our efforts during
this period of gradual improvement.

The omer represents the shared elemental
power of man and beast, which is inherent
to barley. When it is subsumed in the omer
offering and it goes on the altar as an offering
with intention, namely, the inclination of the
collective will towards elevation and sanctity,
it positively agitates all souls and all aspects
of life and existence that pertain thereto.?

Rav Kook maintained that the count is
known as sefirat ha-omer because we work
on the omer of barley within us, the coarser
or less refined qualities of our character. All
these can be harnessed for God’s service with
the proper intentions; even the physical and
materialistic canbe elevated. During these
auspicious days, we recommit to bettering
ourselves and to personal growth.

2. Siddur Olat Re’iyah, 2:305.
3. Ibid., 1:416-417.



It is vital that a low starting point not lead
to discouragement. Rav Kook was once asked,
“Who is on a greater spiritual level, a person
on a low rung or on a high rung of the spiri-
tual ladder?” He answered: “It depends which
direction the person is moving. If the person
on the low rung is climbing and growing
day by day, he or she is spiritually alive and
engaged. Conversely, if the person on the high
rung is moving downward, he or she has lost
spiritual elan and might continue to sink.”

The Torah instructs the weeks counted to
be temimot, complete. According to Halachah,
this requires that the count occur at nightfall
when the new day begins. However, one can
suggest that on a deeper level the term alludes
to temimut, to completion or perfection. The
daily and weekly count is designed to help

4. Angel, Wisdom of Solomon, 21 and 197n1.
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@ Join renowned clinicians and
researchers as they present on the latest
developments in the field.
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through targeted networking.
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prod each of us toward temimut, toward a
greater sense of wholeness of being, with
all elements of our personhood moving in
harmony. We reenact the ancient spiritual
journey to Mount Sinai, reliving in our own
day the climb, rung by rung, toward greater
refinement and a more profound commit-
ment to the word of God. With our sights
set high, during sefirat ha-omer we truly
are counting up. m

Rabbi Goldscheider is the author of the newly
published book “Torah United’ (OU Press), featuring
divrei Torah on the weekly parasha from Rav Kook,
Rabbi Solovetichik, and the Chassidic Masters.

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-5101
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I'made pareve cucumber salad
in a fleishig eino ben yomo (not used in 24
hours) container. About an hour later, I used
a milchig serving spoon, which then stayed in
it for about a half hour. What are the halachic
statuses of all of the elements involved?

As s often appropriate in complex
kashrut questions, we will first explain why
there could be a problem, introduce indica-
tions for leniency, and see if they suffice.

The rule is that there is no transfer
between a solid and a liquid that are sitting
in/alongside each other unless the contact is
for 24 hours, in which case we say kavush
k’mevushal (soaking is like cooking) (Shul-
chan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 105:1). However,
if the liquid is sharp, there is assumed to be
full transfer of taste in “k’dei sheyartiach,”
the amount of time it takes to put a liquid
on the fire and have it heat up to a boil.
(There is a transfer of a “k’dei klipa” (a peel’s
worth) in less time (ibid.).) This is assumed
to be around 18 minutes or possibly less
than that (see Darchei Teshuva 105:42). The
Shulchan Aruch (ibid.) lists vinegar as such
a sharp liquid.

Vinegar being a davar charif also ostensibly
knocks out two broad leniencies. Fleishig
(or milchig) taste that enters a utensil and
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then is expelled and absorbed into a pareve
food (called nat bar nat) is too weak to be
the building block of a forbidden mixture
of basar b’chalav (Shulchan Aruch, YD
95:2). (Whether this applies here seems to
be a machloket between the Shulchan Aruch
and Rama, ibid.3). Forbidden (or fleishig and
milchig) particles that sat in the walls of a
utensil for 24 hours deteriorate to the point
that whatever taste it adds to another food is
negative and therefore not halachically signif-
icant (ibid. 103:5). Neither of these leniencies
apply when the food absorbing the taste is a
davar charif, as it tends to give prominence
to weak and/or negative tastes (ibid. 96:1).

On the other hand, the Shach (ad loc. 2) says
that vinegar does not cause quick transfer of
taste. There is an apparent contradiction in
the Mishna Berura on whether he agrees
with the Shulchan Aruch that vinegar speeds
up transfer (Mishna Berura 648:54) or the
Shach (Mishna Berura 447:71). He hints at
the following way to reconcile the approaches
(in Sha’ar Hatziyun 648:60, based on Magen
Avraham 447:28). Strong vinegar causes
quick absorption; vinegar that is not strong
is treated like regular liquid (i.e., 24-hour
cutoff).

Our case has a further level of leniency
in that the solid object is not a food but a
utensil, which is less absorbent. While most
poskim say that a utensil in contact with a
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liquid davar charif is treated the same as a
solid food, some are more lenient regarding
transfer of taste between a liquid davar charif
and a utensil (see Mishbetzot Zahav, YD 105:1;
Chochmat Adam 57:10; The Laws of Kashrus
(Forst) p. 329-330).

An additional, strong, reason for leni-
ency is that after several minutes of spicing
cucumber salad, a significant amount of
liquid (mainly water) starts oozing out of
the cucumbers, into the pool of vinegar (can
you confirm it happened in your case?). As
we have seen, the level of sharpness can be
impactful, so dilution is significant. We also
find that water specifically can counteract
a davar charif’s effect (see similar idea in
Mishna Berura 447:43).

Other points of leniency relate to the
fact that some of assumptions of the initial
indication of a problem are not unanimous.
There are some opinions that only that which
appears in the gemara as a davar charifhas
that status (see Beit Yosef, YD 96). There is also
an opinion that the halacha that a davar charif
makes a negative taste impactful does not
apply to a liquid davar charif (see Misbetzot
Zahav, YD 96:1).

Based on all the above, there is ample
room for leniency. Thus, you do not need to
throw out the still pareve cucumber salad.
Also, you can assume that the container and
spoon remain as they were. Since there is
some doubt, one might want to kasher the
utensils if it is easy to do so (which is often
not the case), but this is not required.

Having a dispute?

L) For a Din Torah in English
f i, or Hebrew contact:
- -
=y Eretz Hemdah - Gazit

Erets Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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For Sale in Efrat
Dekel: * 340m Semi attached
home, 11 rooms + rental unit. Great
location 5,900,000 NIS
Dagan: * 6 room garden duplex.
Huge 300m garden 3,600,000 NIS
Tamar: * Semi attached home- 8
rooms. 4.5 million
Zayit: * 4 room apt. (near Olive)
2,670,000 NIS
Neve Daniel: * 5 room garden
duplex. 2,870,000 NIS
For Sale in Ramot P
7 room, stun, o\.D ached
home. Greatg _cn. 6.5 million

Gabi- 0524588716
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Get excited for Olim Al Madim:
the IDF Pre-Draft Olim Fair!

At this event, Olim joining the army will have the
opportunity to meet IDF Meitav representatives
for assistance with recruitment examinations and
drafting procedures. This event is geared towards
Olim who have already started their Tzav Rishon and
are before their draft date.

Nefesh B’Nefesh Aliyah Campus

Sderot Itzhak Rabin 10, Jerusalem 12:00-16:00

All services will be offered in multiple languages throughout the event.




BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
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Swords of Iron #4 - Hefker
After Gemar Melachah

What happens if a farmer harvests the
entire field, puts the produce in baskets or
crates, and then has no way to sell them? He
then renders the produce hefker, ownerless,
donating part or all of it to soldiers, without
separating terumot and ma’aserot. Is it con-
sidered halachically hefker?

The halachic question here is whether hefker
following gemar melachah, the completion of
work, is still considered ownerless property
and thus exempt from terumot and ma’aserot.

Gemar melachah is the stage after which
it is forbidden to eat any food, even casually
(achilat aray), from produce without sepa-
rating terumot and ma’aserot, meaning it
becomes tevel (untithed produce) (Rambam,
Ma’aser 3:1). Simply put, gemar melachah is
defined as the stage when the produce is
placed in baskets or crates. The posekim are
divided regarding hefker following gemar
melachah, when the produce has already
assumed the status of tevel (untithed) and is
obligated in terumot and ma’aserot.

The Mishnah (Pe’ah 1:6) states: “One who
gives [produce] as ownerless is exempt
from giving tithes until he makes a stack
(yimare’ach).” Miruach marks the gemar
melachah. The Mishnah here says that a per-
son can abandon his field and its produce, thus
exempting whoever takes it from the obligation
56 TORAH TIDBITS 1564 / EMOR

of separating terumot and ma’aserot, only until
the stage of miruach. In other words, if hefker
occurs after the completion of work, it is not
effective. Once produce assumes the status of
tevel and is subject to terumot and ma’aserot, it
is impossible to go back and exempt them from
the obligation. Most Rishonim rule that hefker
after gemar melachah is not effective (Tosafot,
Bava Metzia 21; Rosh, Pe’ah 1:6; Meiri, Shabbat
127; Semag, Aseh 133, and more).

Rambam (Terumot 2:11) states that hefker
produce is exempt from terumot and ma’ase-
rot, without mentioning whether it is before
or after gemar melachah. Rabbi Shlomo Sirilio
(Rashas, Pe’ah, end of chap. 1) thus deduces
that hefker is effective even after gemar
melachah. Minchat Chinuch rules accordingly
(395). In contrast, Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auer-
bach (Ma’adanei Eretz, Terumot 2:11), Chazon
Ish (Ma’aserot 3:8), Rabbi Kanievsky (Derech
Emunah, Terumot 2:11), and most Acharonim
(see Mishpatei Eretz 5:3) interpret Rambam
differently and rule that hefker does not take
effect after completion of work, following the
plain understanding of the Mishnah in Pe’ah.
We follow this latter approach.

Conclusion: If farmers renders their
produce ownerless only after packing them
in baskets and crates, they are obligated in
teumot and ma’aserot. m
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ELIEZER MEIR SAIDEL

GUEST DVAR TORAH

HEAD OF MACHON LECHEM HAPANIM

.......... Fragili ty
and Strength

There is a machloket in the Gemara
which component is the ikar, the Shulchan
or the Lechem Hapanim? Is the Shulchan a
secondary “vessel” on which the primary
Lechem Hapanim sits (Menachot 100a)?
or is the Shulchan the primary component
(Zevachim 87a)? The Zohar Hakadosh (part
2, 154a) says that the Shulchan, mentioned
first in the Torah, is the ikar. The Zohar lik-
ens the Shulchan to a tree and the Lechem
Hapanim to its fruit - without the tree there
can be no fruit.

There is another machloket regarding the
shape of the Lechem Hapanim (Menachot
94b). One opinion says it resembles a rectan-
gular shaped ark, “Teiva” (like that of Noach/
Moshe, but without a roof). The second
opinion says it resembles a “Sfina Rokedet”
(a curved-bottom ship dancing in the waves,
the shape of a smiling mouth (Meir Panim,
chap. 4))

Twelve loaves of Lechem HaPanim, in two
stacks of six, resembling two Serafim each
with six wings, smilingly face each other on
the Shulchan - like the Kruvim on the Aron.

The twelve Lechem Hapanim symbolize
the Twelve Tribes, each loaf correspond-
ing to a specific tribe. We know the order
of the twelve stones on the Choshen, the
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Torah specifies them. The question is “In
which tribal order are the Lechem Hapa-
nim arranged on the Shulchan?” and the
answer is — “Nobody knows!”, it is not written
anywhere.

The Torah purposely omits the order, as
do Chazal. We do not know the order, for a
reason — because the lack of hierarchy on
the Shulchan is its secret, its essence. On
the Shulchan all the loaves are equal. The
gematria of the word “Shulchan” (without the
vav) is “shivyoni” (equal) and also “Shalom
yud bet” (peace amongst the twelve) (Meir
Panim, 155). There is no squabbling between
the loaves on the Shulchan - “I want to be on
top”, “I deserve to be on the stack closer to
the Parochet” etc.

Unsupported, the fragile Lechem Hapanim
would deform and break. They maintain
their stability only because of upright, rigid
side supports (Kesavot) and hollowed half-
pipes (Menakiyot) below, symbolizing integ-
rity and honesty. They rest on the Shulchan
surrounded by elements symbolizing the
written and oral Torah (Zer, Misgeret).

Using the Shulchan and Lechem Hapanim
as a model, the Torah reveals the blueprint
for the survival and prosperity of Am Yisrael
in this material world.

There is a reason the shape of the Lechem
Hapanim is called Sfina Rokedet. Ships do not
“dance” in calm waters. For Am Yisrael to
prevail in the stormy seas of this world, unity
is required — emanating from the realization



that each of us is an essential component of
the whole, no more nor less important than
any other.

Despite our inherent fragility, when
we envelop ourselves in the principles of
the Torah, radiate a smile of respect and
appreciation for every individual in Klal
Yisrael (Pirkei Avot 1:15), we become a
powerful “secret weapon” (the secret that
Beit Garmu refused to reveal) that radiates

MAXIBOX

Storage

Your place for extra space

053-7272-815

invisible veins of prosperity throughout the
world and brings about world peace. The
gematria of “Shulchan” (in ribua format) is
“Brit Shalom”. m

Eliezer Meir Saidel is the head of Machon
Lechem Hapanim and author of sefer Meir Panim.
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Kedusah: Relevant Then & Now

In Parashat Emor, we learn a lot about
kedusha.

The opening pasuk of the parasha, “Speak
to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to
them...,” emphasizes the importance of com-
munication and leadership within the com-
munity. This reminds us of the significance
of clear and respectful communication in our
relationships, both within our families and
communities. There is also emphasis on kedu-
sha which is a reminder of the importance
of bringing spirituality to our daily lives. Just
as the Kohanim were required to maintain a
higher level of holiness, we are all called to
elevate our actions, thoughts, and speech to
reflect our commitment to serving a higher
purpose.

By remembering what the Kohanim did to
keep their kedusha, we are reminded how
this is relevant to us too, as we connect with
our heritage, and deepen our relationship
with God.

Chana Kenton
Neve Daniel
9th Grade

Counting Towards Holiness
A central theme in this week’s parsha,
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Emor, is holiness. We are given numerous
commandments intended to bring us to a
purer, more spiritual place. After discussing
the purification of the Cohanim, the Torah
sets forth several commandments for the rest
of the nation to achieve this goal. As they are
listed, a pattern begins to emerge. In each
instance, there is a series of seven, whose
outcome is a higher state of being.

For example, we are instructed to bring
cattle offerings. The animal must stay with its
mother for seven days after its birth, and only
on the eighth can it be sacrificed. Next, the
weekly observance of Shabbat is discussed,
where on the seventh day we receive an
extra neshamah, and come closer to Hashem.
Finally, there is the counting of the omer, a
seven-week cycle anticipating the holiday of
Shavuot.

The pasuk begins “And you shall count
for yourselves... seven complete Sabbaths
shall there be.” The commentators allude to
amuch deeper meaning held in the words
“for yourselves”. This mitzvah of counting is
for our benefit. In this period, we go through
introspection and self-analysis. We examine
all aspects of our life, and work to build on
and enhance them. Each day is in preparation
for the ultimate event, receiving the Torah
and divine revelation.

When we left Egypt, our nation was at the
forty-ninth level of impurity. Starting from
Pesach, the holiday that commemorates this
event, we bring ourselves up. Forty-nine days,



for forty-nine levels of our ascent. HaKtav
VeHaKabalah points out an intrinsic connec-
tion between this counting, and the process of
refinement that is experienced throughout.
Both the words “lispor” - to count, and “safir”
- a sapphire, share the root of 1.0.0. Just as
one will mine and perfect a gem, likewise,
we should be doing the very same with
ourselves.

He goes on with a metaphor of one who
receives money. He would measure it on a
scale, count its value to see if it is authentic,
lest it be counterfeit. So too, we should exam-
ine our character, our middot, our ‘measures’
to see whether they are true and good, as
opposed to disingenuous or negative - things
we ought to distance ourselves from.

With God’s help, these coming weeks will be
a time of personal growth and greater holiness
for us all, as we approach Matan Torah. m

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

For sale in Givat Mordechai

3 rooms on the ground floor with
building rights for 80 additional meters.
2.47m shekel

For Rent in Katamon

30m studio on Bustani street, ground
floor, small garden, for independent
people over 55.

3500nis/month incl va'ad, hot water & heat.
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Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal
Chana bat Bruriah
Benzion Simcha Mendel Ben Chana Rachel
Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel
Leah Naomi bat Tova
Pesach ben Sarah Frieda
NATANA 779 2 VWi DNNAX
M7IN 2 7' TX 27
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Smart Sky specializesin
designing motorized
shading systems

Smart Sky specializes in advancedcustom
shading systems suitable for all seasons.

Our systems offer a variety of enclosing
solutions for expanding your living areas,
balconies, pools, shuls and businesses.

Smart Sky's professional Jewish installation
team use only optimum quality and
high grade imported materials.

LThis time do it the SMART way!

For more info call: 058-630-8200 - Shaya
co.il
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ISRAEL

-THE Y FILES

Y ERUSHALAYARY

WELL, HELLO THERE, DEVOTED VIEWERS.

WELCOME TO THE DELIGHTFUL MOSHAY

AMIRIM, THE PLACE THAT WON'T STAND
FOR ANY BALONEY!

PROBLEM, CHILD?

YEAH, YOU'RE STILL
IN YOUR OPENING
STATEMENT! CAN'T THE
UNRELATED PRATTLE
WAIT A SENTENCE OR

by
Netanel E

HA! UNRELATED ! -\IHWEU.TE?. YOU SAY?!
BEHOLD THE BRILLIAMCE OF YOUR
ASSOSCIATE, KID...

THIS, MY BOY, I5 AN ALL-VEGETARIA|
MOSHAY! THEY HAVE RULES AGAINST
BRINGING, EATING OR SERVING MEAT OF
ANY KIND HERE! NOT EVEN A

BALONEY SANDWICH!

SORRY, SLIP OF THE
TONGUE...

AND BECAUSE I'M A CONSIDERATE FELLOW,
| SHALL TRY KEEPING MY LISUALLY
UNCONTROLLABLE PUNNING AS MEAT-
FREE AS POSSIBLE.

IT WAS FOUNDED - IN
1950 - TO BE A PLACE
OF HEALTHY LIVING...

SHUSH, YOU... ACTION!

AMIRIM - AS A MOSHAV AND AS A HOLIDAY
RESORT - IS QUITE REMARKABLE, IN MANY
WAYS. YOU COULD SAY IT'S A MEDIUM RARE
PLACE!

OH, HERE ARE SOME LOCALS,
FORBIVE ME -
| MUST CONGRATULATE THEM
FOR THAT...

THIS REALLY 15 A STUNNINGLY
BEAUTIFUL PLACE, OF CLEAN
AIR, 600D PEOPLE AND A LOVE
FOR NATURE! <
ITS UNIQUE LAWS ONLY
ENHANCE JUST HOW SPECIAL IT

...RATHER LIKE THE WAY KOHANIA
HAVE THEIR DWN EXTRA LAWS
BECAUSE THEIR HOLINESS IS OF
AN EXTRA-SPECIAL STATUS...

“UP THROUGH THE AT-MO0S5-PHERE,
UP WHERE THE AIR IS CLEAR...”

=
OK, CUT!17°s "EMOR™ NOT “AMOR",
AND THE KDHANIM'S BLESSING ISH'T
IN THIS WEEK'S PARSHA AT ALL...

( "AMIRIM® MEANS "TREETOPS™!
THE PARSHA DPENS WITH “AMOR™ -
TELL THE KOHANIM THAT THEY ARE

“HIGHER UP*, AS IT WERE, IN ORDER TO

BRING PURER “AIR” TD ALL OF ISRAEL...

.i\
ONCE AGAIN, YOU CRY “CUT* WITH

NO FEELING OR SYMPATHY!
YOU AND YOUR COLD CUTS!

"AMIRIM” POSSIBLY ALSO ALLUDES
TO "AMORE", WHICH IS “LOVE” IN

FRENCH... AND THE
KOHANIM ARE COMMANDED TO
BLESS US WITH LOVE!

DUDE, ANY MORE OF THIS RIBBING
AND YOU'LL GET U5 THROWN OUT!

DH DEAR...
1oionT mean T0...)/ WELL: TRY BARDER
1 TRIED HOLDING HEXT TIME
T BACK BECAUSE IF YOU KEEP THIS UP,
OUR ENTIRE REPUTATION
COULD BE AT STAKE!

@y WHAT 0'YOU
| MEAN “STEAK"?!

D P.5. ~CARTODNIST'S NOTE: | DIDN'T MEAR TO LAUGH AT
WEGETARIANS, | MYSELF HAVE BEEN VEGGIE SINCE THE AGE OF 7,
AND, REGARDLESS, | ALSO HAPPEN T LOVE ANVRIM - METANEL




Nk gn

B2 Al

efrat

'BINYAN LA HAUMA
" JERUSALEM

SPLEORG

@053 3623456 L*3206 | glatticket.co.il

JUNE 9,2024 - SUNDAY - 8:30PM



Embrace styles. Experienhce shéde's. Explore endless possibilities.
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Wig shopping reimagined: Prepare to be amazed!

Comfortable waiting area for husbands | Freshly baked cookies,
cappuccino & ice coffee | Childrens corner | Nursing Room | -
. Warm, patient service with zero pressure
The wig is just an excuse )

(EXPERIENCE WIGBOX >> 02-3762010)

@«
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OVER FROM

1,000 =2,000 3,000 Cafe Tashlumim

New wigs in stock Unbeatable prices! Proud customers For husbands and children US cards and Zelle

@ Kiryat Hamada 3, Entrance to Har Hotzvim

Plentiful parking and public transportation from everywhere
FOLLOW US: © £ & Wigbox.coil © 02-3762010 = Ask@wigbox.co.il
1-HR PARKING ON US UNTIL 4 P.M. AFTERWARDS EASY STREET PARKING.




