PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMA

Kohen & Navi

This year, we have the privilege of reading
the haftarah earmarked only for Parashat
Tazria - a somewhat rare occurrence, as
this parasha is generally read together with
Parashat Metzora when the haftarah of that
parasha is read. In fact, given that this para-
sha is usually paired with the special maftir
readings that precede Pesach (or with Shab-
bat Rosh Chodesh or “Machar Chodesh”), the
last time we read this haftarah was actually
ten years ago!

The selection, found in Sefer M’lachim
Bet (4:42- 5:19) tells the story of the tzara’at
that infected Na’aman, the commander of
the armies of Aram, who was the north-
ern nemesis of Israel. The story, therefore,
creates a clear connection to our parasha
that deals, primarily, with that very subject.
However, as R. Yehuda Shavit points out,
there is a basic difference between these
two sources. The haftarah story focuses
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upon Na’aman’s need to be cured from
his sickness; the Aramean general simply
hopes to rid himself of the debilitating
ailment. As a result, as one of those who
regard the illness as a normal manifestation
of the natural world, he searches to find a
cure for the solution in nature. But after
time when he realizes that he cannot be
cured with any of the usual medications,
he, reluctantly, looks for the solution in
the “supernatural”. And this explains why
Na’aman listens to the advice of his simple
Israelite captive who advises him to go to
the prophet in Shomron who, she declares,
would certainly cure him. The Aramean
general even convinces his King of Aram
- a nation that had hegemony over Israel
and that generally regarded the Israelites
with disdain - to send him to Israel the and
demand of the King that he heal Na’aman
(“Va’asafto mitzor’ato”).

In contrast to the episode we read in our
haftarah, our parasha gives no medical
advice as to HOW to heal a person from
the tzara’at. Instead, it tells those afflicted
with Tzara’at what they must do after the
contagion - how they are to rend their
garments, let their hair grow and conceal
their eyes and nose (v. 13; 45). It does NOT
teach us how to treat the illness. Rather, the
Torah demands this public display - even
requiring the Tzaru’a [the infected one] to
publicly call out “Tameh, Tameh” - for it sees
the affliction as being a result of a spiritual



failure. As such, the “cure” could be brought
about by having the afflicted one recognize
his shortcoming through public admission
which would lead to his repentance. And,
ultimately, THAT is the Torah’s “cure”, i.e.,
purification..... through contrition and
atonement. So, while Na’aman concentrated
on a medication FOR the disease, the Torah
focusses on a purification — which would
lead to protection FROM the disease.

It is for this reason that the Torah’s
aggrieved victim turns to the Kohen for relief,
as he is the one who serves in the Mikdash
and sacrifices the sin offerings. Na’aman,
on the other hand, one who considered his
ailment a normal manifestation of the nat-
ural world... and yet, could find no cure in
that world, turns to the Prophet, whom he
considers to be “supernatural”...and perhaps
that is precisely what he is.

Essentially, however, the cure for our ill-
nesses is, indeed, in the hands of He Who
controls nature, but relief from some sick-
nesses can be found, in some way, within our
own hands.

If we would have Kohanim serving, once
more, in our Mikdash. m

URGENT TZEDAKKAH APPEAL
Very ill widow woman with no family,
cancer survivor etc.., desperately needs money for
basic needs, medical expenses, and a place to live.
Endorsed by Rabbonim, Badatz stamped
For info call: 0587780691
For Donations: Matat Mordechai Charity
Bank Mizrachi Tefachot (20); Branch# 401 - Kiryat Hasakim,
Sarei Yisrael Street 15 Jslm; Acct# 567448
Amuta# 567448 - Widows acct. 3649 - S.Shapiro
Send donations to: Rebbetzin Tzipporah Heller Gottlieb
Neve Yerushalayim Seminary; 1 Beit Yitshak Street, Har Nof,
Jerusalem 94130. Checks should be made out ONLY to
Rabbi Yehuda & Rebbetzin Yehudis Samet.
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* Leak detection + moisture
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stone walls, tiled roofs

* High standerd interior -

exterior painting ==
* Licensed & insured

shmuelnathan4d@gmail.com
www.freshcoatpainters.co.il

052-840-5660

A i 4
CLEANEXT

P 430 WA

;6eforg. : |
Revitalize
Your Home:
Sofa | Mattress | Carpet

with CLEANEXT Cleaning Experts!

Transform your living space with

our professional cleaning services.

Say goodbye to stains and odors,
and hello to freshness and comfort.
Experience our exceptional service with
a highly recommended, no-obligation
demonstration in your home.
We work all over Israel

D prT

OU ISRAEL CENTER 31





