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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

I've remarked in these pages about the
incredible feeling of achdut and togetherness
that Klal Yisrael is experiencing right now
in Israel. Jews of all types are helping each
other, supporting each other, loving each
other. Our brothers and sisters have come
by the planeload to Israel on mission after
mission (many through the OU). Fathers and
sons, mothers and daughters, rabbis and
shul members, you name it, everyone wants
to be here because they are experiencing
this feeling as well. (Let me take a moment
to give a shout-out to all my colleagues at the
OU in North America who are working so
hard to bring missions to Israel and showing
support - from volunteering to donating to
barbequing for soldiers on army bases!)

There is one area of Israeli society that I
feel has generally taken a different approach,
and it is disheartening to see. I have avoided
it for a long time, since it often seems to be so
disconnected from the feeling of the nation.
I'm talking about the Israeli media. I find that
when I glance at a newspaper, turn on the
radio, or pass by a TV on the news stations
and talk shows, I walk away with the feeling
that they live in a totally different universe
than me and everyone around me. They
live in a place where that unity is broken,
disunity has been sown, and every possible
point of criticism can and should be stated
and reviewed.

I understand that journalists have their
job to do. Sometimes, criticism is neces-
sary, but there is a time and a place for
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everything. I just can’t shake the feeling that
in times like these, when war rages on, this
kind of journalism can serve our enemies
much more than us. Our enemies want us
splintered and broken, unable to hold each
other’s hands and help each other. I just
want to tell the media (and I mean many
of the people in the media, not everyone, of
course), how can you turn your back on this
incredible unity that is clear to me is neces-
sary for us to win and to survive this war?

I saw a picture this week that really moved
me to the core. A store owner put a sign up
on his store window saying, “Hachanut segu-
rah, ani bemiluim,” “The store is closed, I am
in the reserves.” On that sign, people began

In memory of

GAVRIEL BLOOM ny”Dp

beloved son of Jennifer & David

Gavriel fell in battle

in Gaza protecting Am Yisrael

and Eretz Yisrael.

During the war, Gavriel went
above and beyond the call of duty,
volunteering for many dangerous

missions, and dedicating his unique
personality and talents to make his
unit the most outstanding in its field.
We honor and salute
his courage and heroism.

15y 13 IMOY

Our love and support
are with the entire Bloom family
during this difficult period

1793 DY MIX NDID N*a




to write notes. “Kol hakavod, thank you for
your service!” “We love you.” “Come back
home soon!” You see that and your heart
swells. What an incredible nation we have.
In Torah Tidbits, I have written about many
of the initiatives that people have taken upon
themselves to express their feeling of unity
and show how much we are there for each

He said, “Listen, 'm a single guy. My mother
and father are worried at home, but there’s
not much you can do about that.” I insisted,
“There must be something I could do!”

He answered me, “If you have any ability
to influence, any pull at all, get the TV stations
to emphasize the positive more than the neg-
ative.” He explained that he was just at home

mother,

other. People who have w with  his )
come en masse to funer- C . . when she turned on

wl

als to pay their respects;
shiva houses that are
filled with hundreds of
people in show of sup-
port; restaurant owners

that tell the uniformed :'r}.c

soldier that his money 5 -1""'11* -_"_’~

) 2 i o il —RA @

is no good there and to
order whatever he wants.
It’s a special feeling. I carry it with me always,
and that’s why I made a decision a long time
ago to stay away from the media as much
as possible. Many of my friends know that
when they come across an article or read an
interview that has to do with Jewish unity
they should send it to me. There is no lack of
articles and news stories like that, and I read
them voraciously. But the negative ones?
Keep them away from me.

I had a very painful experience this last
Motzei Shabbat. A neighbor of mine is in the
IDF. It was his second time out of Gaza since
October 7, and he is currently fighting in Khan
Yunis. He came home for Shabbat and on
Motzei Shabbat he came over to my house to
talk for a bit and get a hug. We spoke about
what’s happening, how he’s doing, and how I
could help him if at all possible. He said, “Avi,
we have everything we need.” 1 said, “Are
you sure? There’s nothing I can help with?”

’\’7 CO ,_OU)”Q
pxmwﬁ ¥

ey
the TV to watch the

news. He sat down
with her for a few
minutes, mother and
son, and watched a
news channel speak
about the war. After
two minutes, he stood
up. “Mom, I just can’t
stand this. I can’t listen to it anymore.” And
that’s when he came to me, for a bit of pos-
itivity, a bit of optimism and warmth that
was so lacking from the news he was watch-
ing. He came because he needed chizuk. He
asked me, “Is this how the nation is feeling?”
I told him no. I don’t think that in any way,
shape or form, what he is hearing on TV is
what Klal Yisrael is feeling right now. We are
embracing. We are together.

I don’t think I have that much influence
on journalists. I know a few, and I've made
sure to speak to them from my heart on
this issue. I've tried to pass on this soldier’s
message. I think it’s important we all do our
part in this. Emphasize the good. The posi-
tive. We need to explain to our media peo-
ple that while their job is to report the truth,
it is how that news is reported and what is
emphasized, and when it is published, that
can make all the difference. We are at a
OU ISRAEL CENTER5



time of war. We need to maintain our uni-
fied feeling to win against our enemy. There
are signs everywhere, “Beyachad nenet-
zach,” “together we will win.” The only way
is if we emphasize the unity we all hold.

We have brothers and sisters in this
country who have put their entire lives
aside - their personal businesses, their jobs,
their families, their children, their parents
and their spouses for the sake of defeat-
ing Hamas and getting back our hostages.
Many of us who aren’t fighting have had to
experience the “inconvenience” of our local
repair guy or painter or store owner being
out on miluim. I believe that if we can push
off that repair or buying that item until they
return, we should do that. This shows the
support they need at this time.

Let me give you an example from my own
life. I have a gardener who comes once a
month to fix up the yard and make it beautiful.
He’s on miluim now, and he told me hell find
me a replacement, and I can pay him instead.
I said, “Absolutely not. My garden can wait. T'll
wait until you come back from miluim.” I told
him this October 8th. Since then, my boys and
I have worked to keep the garden looking as
nice as possible, but I did not hire a different
gardener in his place. I want him to know that
he won’t have to worry about at least one client
when he returns.

Our soldiers need to see this positivity and
support. So if you can talk to any journalists
you know about keeping positive, do it. And if
you can show support for our soldiers, if you
can show them that what they see on TV is not
the feeling of the people on the ground, they
will fight for us that much better and we will
win. Our journalists, politicians, and other lead-
ers should learn from our chayalim, and they
6 TORAH TIDBITS 1551 / YITRO

should see that Am Yisrael is one unified nation.

When we look at this week’s parsha, we learn
from Yitro that there is no such thing as one
person doing it all. Moshe Rabbeinu was trying
every case and judging every fight, but Yitro told
him, “Look at what you’re doing and how tired
it is making you. You can’t do it alone. Appoint
lower judges and higher judges, and together
you will be successful.” This is always true. We
cannot and should not think that well do it
alone. We all have our part to do to encourage
this feeling. Together with our friends, families,
and the entire Am Yisrael, we will win.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat, -
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

e Loy oty

Jenny Weil
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whose 5th yahrzeit falls on vaw >
She is very much missed by her children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren,

nieces, nephews, and friends
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Music for the Soul — OU Israel’s Dorot Women’s Choir

“The concert was begond
ny excpectations. The
selection of somgs so
moing that it {TP’IIHQBL
me to tears!”
— Ethel, benefit concert
audience member

“QU Tsrael’s Dorot choir
has provided us with a
howe away [vom howe
where, as Olim, we are
able to acclimate to
tsvael and 1o establish

riendships with other

Tewish women. We are
able to use our musical
abilities to develop

our spirituality and to
encourage others”

— Judy, choir member

0U Israel’s Dorot choir, the OU's first ever intergenerational women's
choir, has grown into a cohesive sisterhood, including 46 talented
women who are committed to excellence in music, sharing the magic of
Jewish music and connecting with other women. The repertoire includes
original music composed, arranged and directed from the piano by
choir director Hadassah Jacob. The songs, mainly composed to words
from the Torah and Tefilah, are written in diverse styles and in exquisite
harmonies, lending the choir its unique sound with music that reflects
the poignancy and joy of the Jewish story.

Recognizing the unique power of music to connect and unify people,
combined with the desire to help the Chayalim and refugees, the choir
recently had twa sold-out benefit concerts at OU lsrael. The songs in
these concerts underscored the indomitable faith, determination and
resilience of Am Yisrael as the Dorot choir singers expressed feelings that
words alone cannot convey and uplifted the audiences. All proceeds
from these concerts went to QU Israel’s vigorous programs and initiatives
helping those severely impacted by
the war.

Each week we share one of OU
Israel’s impactful programs helping
English-speaking Olim with their
Klita and impacting Israeli society.
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Our thoughts and prayers go out to anyone suffering during this difficult time.
May Hashem protect our soldiers and bring them home safely!

r we will win!
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Lifshitz St, Baka
2 Old Arab garden apts can be combined .
Each 2 Rm apt (47 sqm ) with gardens (80
sgm each) + building rights Needs renov .
NIS 3,150,000/property. Both for 6,200,000
Alyssa Friedland +972 54-668-4111

Alfasi St, Rehavia
A Classic Rehavia residence. Offering 3
expansive rooms, lofty 3-meter ceilings,
abundant natural light, and 2 balconies.
NIS 3,890,000
Micha Paul 052-511-6340

City Center- Hillel St.

Pre-sale opportunity next to Jerusalem
Spirit .100 sgm apt will turn into 127 sqm
apt with parking, sukkah, elevator. Rental
inc thruout. Easy pymt plan.NIS 5,400,000

Orna Even Parker 054-621-6069

Abu Tor/ Baka
Magnificent Old Arab Garden apartment,
2 bedroom /2 full baths (72 sqm),
high ceilings, mosaic floors,
large private garden. NIS 2,950,000
Alyssa Friedland +972 54-668-4111

Emmanuel Zisman, Har Homa
Spacious 4 Rm, renovated, well designed
apt ,13 sgm balcony, large rooms +master
suite, private parking, storage unit.
NIS 2,750,000
David Touitou 052-665-8663

Moshe Dayam St, Pisgat Ze’ev
5 room penthouse, one level, safe room,
master suite, massive 50 sqm balcony, 2
private accessible parkings, A/C, Yonkers,
furnished, NIS 3,200,000
Sawsan Moubarak 072-392-6334

! = a
Yehuda/ Yocheved St, Baka
Multi Family HOME -heart of BAKA! 3
properties - ONE PRICE! Duplex (5 rms) +
3 rm w/terrace + studio apt + 2 parking
spots! NIS 10,400,000 ($2,900,000)
Alyssa Friedland +972 54-668-4111

Dorot Rishonim St, City Center
Key fee apt, 43 sqm, 2 rooms, bathroom,
dining area in the kitchen, supposed to
pass Tama NIS 1,500,000
Judit Blumenfrucht 054-431-8814

x

Yaakov Polotsky St, Gilo
Pastoral street, silent but close to the
highway, 4 bedrm duplex beautifully

designed, 3 bath, storage room, 2 parking,
elevator, balcony 121 sgm NIS 3,400,000
Yossef Benitah 054-210-6173




ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY

RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

PARSHAT YITRO

Yitro joins Moshe. He advises Moshe
in delegating to judges. At Mt. Sinai, G-d
offers the Jewish people to be a treasured
people. The Ten Commandments are given
at Sinai. The people quake in response.
"‘ 1ST ALIYA (18:1-12)

k" Yitro, Moshe’s father-indaw, moved
by the exodus from Egypt, travels to
meet Moshe, bringing Tzippora and the 2 sons.
Moshe greets them and tells of all that has hap-
pened. Yitro blesses G-d, affirming that now he
knows G-d is great, and offers offerings to Him.

Rashi claims that this story of Yitro occurs
after the giving of the Torah — meaning, the
Torah plucked it from its proper chronology
and stuck it here. Presumably for a good
reason. Why place this story here?

You could answer either by looking at what
comes next or from what just happened. The
story at the end of last week’s parsha was the
war with Amalek. This story of Yitro is placed
here, juxtaposed to Amalek as a counterbal-
ance. There are different types of non-Jews
that we will encounter in history; there are
Amaleks and there are Yitros. Amalek seeks
our harm. Yitro seeks our G-d. Amalek sees
our weakness. Yitro sees our greatness. Ama-
lek fights us. Yitro partners with us.

"‘ 2ND ALIYA (18:13-23)

k\o‘ Yitro observes the people stand-
: ing and waiting all day for Moshe

to adjudicate. Yitro questions this. Moshe
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responds: the people come seeking G-d;
seeking adjudication; and I teach them G-d’s
laws. Yitro criticizes Moshe. And suggests:
You inquire of G-d on their behalf. And teach
them G-d’s laws. But in addition, choose
Judges who can adjudicate in your stead.
Judges who are substantive, G-d fearing, men
of truth and abhorring inappropriate gain.

Yitro offers good advice to Moshe; del-
egate authority to judges. But while he
proposes delegating authority in the court
system, he does not suggest delegating
authority in Moshe’s other roles. Because
in those Moshe is simply irreplaceable.

Moshe told Yitro that he has 3 functions:
aiding those seeking G-d, adjudicating dis-
putes, and teaching G-d’s commands. Yitro
tells him: others can settle disputes. But as
for the inquiry of G-d and teaching G-d’s
commands, well for those, no one but you
could possibly do them. For when it comes to
communications from G-d, you are unique,
irreplaceable, sui generis, one of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks to
Moshe in a way that He does not, nor will
He in the future ever do again with anyone
else. When Moshe says that people come to
him seeking G-d, what he means is: I have
access to G-d. He speaks to me. (Speaking
to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is when He
answers back.) Similarly, when Moshe says
that he teaches G-d’s law, what he means is
that G-d communicates those laws to him
and to no one else.



This could very well be the prime pur-
pose of this Yitro story. For, in the very
next story, the giving of the Torah, the very
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

"‘ 3RD ALIYA (18:24-27)
0 Moshe heard. He chose judges,
g ;

with only the most difficult cases

brought to him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept sug-
gestions to improve. Moshe displays his
honesty and humility - if the suggestion is
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d,
S0 too, Moshe admits he could improve his
system. Two men of honesty and humility.
"‘ 4TH ALIYA (19:1-6)

k" The people camped in the Sinai

desert opposite the mountain. Moshe
ascended the mountain. G-d told him: tell the
people. If you will listen to Me, keep My cove-
nant, then you will be a kingdom of kohanim
and a holy nation. Tell that to the Jewish people.

This short aliya screams of significance:
it is the invitation to an intimate encounter.
The entire Torah to this point has been G-d’s
reach for man. And here is the culmination
of that reach. Akin to a Divine hug. G-d cre-
ated the world, an act of desire for a world.
He created man. He reached out to Avraham,
promising, unsolicited, the Land of Israel.
But He kept His distance. Until Egypt, when
He reached again to pull the Jewish people
out of slavery, calling them His first born.
Now He tells Moshe that He is pulling the
Jewish people close as His closest, kohanim,
those who are in His inner sanctum.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (19:7-19)
k\o‘ Moshe presents G-d’s words to
the people. They respond: all that

Not just beautiful sea-view
apariments, but great returns
on your investment as well!
The government has decided to rent
sea-view apartments for the otef-Azza
evacuees. This is just one example of
the opportunities available when

Fret

Ashke.on Properties

LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

G-d says we will do. G-d says: I will come
to you in a cloud, so the people shall hear
that I speak with you. Prepare them for
3 days for on the 3rd day I will descend
in the view of all the people. No one shall
touch the mountain. Moshe prepared the
people. On the third day there was light-
ning and thunder, a thick cloud and a pow-
erful shofar sound. The people in the camp
were afraid. Moshe brought them out to
the mountain. It was all in smoke for G-d
descended in fire. The mountain shook.
The shofar increased in power. Moshe
spoke; G-d’s voice emanated.

The revelation of Sinai is a culmination of
G-d’s reach for man. He promises, He redeems
us, and now He speaks, communicates.

And although this moment is a pinnacle
moment in the history of man, what the
people actually heard is not at all clear. The

OU ISRAEL CENTER 11



narrative, without the midrashim, seems
to relate that the people will overhear
G-d speaking to Moshe. After all, Divine
communication to man is overwhelming,
inconsistent with our finite being. The peo-
ple are afraid — Moshe needs to coax them
out. Afterwards, in aliya 7, the people tell
Moshe that they can’t take hearing G-d’s
voice or they will die.

It is here that we really see Moshe’s
uniqueness: as the only one to be able to
hear G-d’s word and survive. The Torah
will describe him as such later — no one
else could tolerate “panim el panim”, direct
communication from G-d. Moshe’s unique-
ness is not as a leader, a legislator, a King,
a warrior, or a motivational speaker. His
uniqueness is as the one who hears G-d’s
words, His commands, His mitzvot, and is
able to withstand that and survive.

The purpose of the revelation at Sinai is
to expose the people to the experience, up
close, of the communication from G-d to
Moshe. This experience will reinforce for
them that G-d speaks to Moshe so that they
accept Moshe’s teachings later as being
from G-d. And it will overwhelm them and
bring them to believe in G-d.

"‘ 6TH ALIYA (19:20-20:14)
k\o‘ G-d descended onto the moun-
: tain and called Moshe up the
mountain. He warned him to again instruct
the people to not touch the mountain for they
would die. The Ten Commandments: I am
G-d, no idols before Me, don’t use G-d’s name
in vain, Shabbat, honor parents, don’t murder,
adultery, theft, false testimony, covet.

The Midrash points out that the first 2
commands are in the 1st person, G-d speak-
ing directly to the people: I am G-d. And the
12 TORAH TIDBITS 1551 / YITRO

rest in the 3rd person, seemingly Moshe
speaking in G-d’s name about Him: do not
take His name in vain. That is contrary to
what I said above - that the people did not
hear the content of what G-d said but only
overheard Him speaking with Moshe. The
Midrash reconciles this by stating that after
hearing the first 2 commandments directly
from G-d, the people did in fact die on the
spot from the overwhelming experience
of revelation. Then, they came back to life.
From then on Moshe spoke in G-d’s name,
as they were simply unable to withstand the
power of the direct experience of G-d.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (20:15-23)
k" The people recoiled from see-

ing the thunder and lightning,
the shofar sound and the smoking moun-
tain. They said to Moshe: let G-d speak
with you, but not to us, for we do not want
to die. Moshe assured them that G-d came
so they would fear Him. G-d commanded:
You saw that I spoke with you from
heaven. Therefore, have no other gods;
rather make an earthen altar.

2 symbols linger from the Sinai experi-
ence: the shofar and the cloud. The shofar
is our way of recalling His Presence; the
cloud is His way of indicating His Presence.
From now on, when the cloud hovers over
the Ohel Moed, it is to indicate that G-d’s
Presence is there, speaking to Moshe. Like
the cloud and smoke of Mt. Sinai.

And the shofar is our way of recalling His
Presence at Mt. Sinai. On Rosh Hashana, when
we are to feel especially close with G-d, the sho-
far of Sinai is recalled. The ultimate redemp-
tion too is heralded by the Shofar Gadol. The
shofar endures as a symbol of the intimate
Presence of G-d, as it did at Mt. Sinai. m



17th of 54 sedras; 5th of 11 in Shemot.
Written on 138 lines in a Torah (46th).

15 Parshiyot; 4 open, 11 closed.

75* pesukim - ranks 47th (only 7 sedras have
fewer pesukim).

1105 words, 4022 letters - ranks 46th.

Yitro is the smallest sedra in Shemot.
*Tradition is that Yitro has 72 pesukim, not
75. If we count DIBROT rather than pesukim
for the Aseret HaDibrot, then the number
drops to 72 (from 75) and that probably
explains the difference.

HOWEVER... when we read the Aseret
haDibrot with TAAMEI HA'ELYON (as Dibrot),
there are only 9 pesukim/dibrot, since the
first two are definitely combined. Total: 71.

S o
K\‘ MITZVOT

Yitro contains 17 of the 613 mitzvot; 3
positive and 14 prohibitions.
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“This is the most shocking and astounding
phrase in the entire Torah!” These were the
words uttered, in Hebrew, by the aging and
ailing rabbi who was visiting Baltimore for
medical treatment, where I lived long ago.
The rabbi was from Israel, where he was
the revered and popular dean of a rather
famous yeshiva. The treatment he needed
was unavailable in Israel at the time, so he
journeyed to the community where I was
serving as a young pulpit rabbi.

I had long ago developed the habit of
taking advantage of the opportunity to
meet visitors of this sort. He was too frail
to give a formal lecture, but he found it
invigorating to sit with three or four of us
and engage in conversation about various
religious subjects, his favorite one being
the weekly Torah portion. I felt especially
privileged to be a part of that small group.

The Torah portion that week was Parshat
Yitro (Exodus 18:1-20:23), which we ourselves
will read in the synagogue this Shabbat.

Before identifying the shocking phrase
which he wished to discuss, he asked us to par-
ticipate in the following thought experiment:

“Imagine that you are asked to write a
brief biographical sketch of some saintly
rabbinic figure, such as Rabbi Yisrael
Meyer HaKohen, known as the Chofetz
Chaim, and you happened to know that

14 TORAH TIDBITS 1551/ YITRO

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

this man’s father-in-law was some rogue
who had a disreputable past. Would you
share the nature of the father-in-law’s
past in a biography for all to see? Would it
not be embarrassing for both the Chofetz
Chaim and his father-in-law to publicize
the latter’s past misdeeds, especially if he
had long repented of them?”

He then launched into a very eloquent and
forceful discourse about the ethical prohibi-
tions against publicly disclosing a person’s
past, or even reminding him of it in private.
To bolster his argument, he quoted the fol-
lowing passage from Maimonides’ Mishneh
Torah: “It is a serious sin to say to a penitent,
‘Remember what you once did,” or even to
mention those past actions in his presence,
thus embarrassing him... We are admon-
ished by the Torah not to abuse others ver-
bally...” Maimonides, Hilchot Teshuvah 7:8)

He then drew our attention to the open-
ing verse in this week’s Torah portion:
“And Yitro the High Priest of Midian and
the father-in-law of Moses, heard about all
that the Almighty had done for Moses and
Israel his nation...” (Exodus 18:1)

“In the same breath,” he exclaimed, “he
is referred to as a pagan priest and as the
father-in-law of Moses! What a combina-
tion of titles! Yes, he was an idolater and the
zaide of Moses’ children. This is as unlikely
as the witch doctor of some primitive tribe
who is also the very close personal advisor
of the saintly Chofetz Chaim; or, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury as the mentor of some



Chassidic sage!! Are not those juxtapositions
jarring, astonishing, irreconcilable?”

Now that you have some sense of how
graphic and dramatic this honored guest
to our community could be, I will identify
him by name. His name was Rabbi Simcha
Zissel Broida, and he was the dean of the
Chevron Yeshiva in Jerusalem.

Rabbi Broida went on to offer a suggestion
as to why Yitro is introduced to us again in
this week’s Torah portion in terms of his old
title, High Priest of Midian. After all, at this
point in time he had renounced his idola-
trous past, and indeed, according to rabbinic
tradition, was about to convert to Judaism.

“You see,” taught Rabbi Broida, “our tra-
dition respects the seeker, the person who
searches for the truth and never tires of that
search, no matter how many blind alleys he
encounters and no matter how much frustra-
tion he experiences. Yitro is described as an
individual who worshiped every idol in the
world in search of the truth. As he became dis-
appointed with each faith that he explored and
with each religion that he practiced, he rejected
that path and renewed his search. He retains
the title High Priest of Midian because that title
represents the heights he could achieve in the
religious hierarchy within which he sought
truth. That title is symbolic of the degree to
which Yitro was a seeker of truth.”

The old man at this point began to show
signs of fatigue, and we begged him to stop
his discourse and rest. But he told us that he
refused to rest until he was convinced that
we had learned the lesson he was trying to
teach. “That lesson,” he whispered hoarsely,
“is best conveyed in the words of Talmud in
Tractate Gittin 43a: ‘No man truly achieves
Torah knowledge without first experiencing

error.” ” When a person’s errors in life cul-
minate in his finally making proper choices
and correct decisions, then those errors are
to be publicized and respected, because
they are indicators of the degree to which
that person was a seeker.

As far as I can recall, Rabbi Broida did not
share with us on that occasion the following
gematria. As you may know, every Hebrew
word has a numeric equivalent, also known as
a gematria, and often very diverse terms have
identical numerical equivalents, suggesting
otherwise unpredictable connections. The
proper name “Yitro” has the numeric equiva-
lent of 416. Two contradictory Hebrew terms
have the exact same numeric equivalent.
Those terms are “he was an idolatrous priest
(komer haya lavodah zara)” and “The Torah
(HaTorahy”, indicating that this one individual
combined within himself two diametrically
opposed tendencies. One of those tendencies,
HaTorah, prevailed, but only because of the
lessons learned from his experiences with
idolatry. For those of you who are intrigued by
gematria, 1 suggest you consult the commen-
tary of Ba'al HaTurim to corroborate this one.

Every year since I was privileged to first
learn Rabbi Broida’s lesson, I look forward to
the opening verse of the Torah portion which
we will all have the opportunity to read this
week. Not only must we learn from our mis-
takes, but it is only by virtue of making those
mistakes that we ultimately learn. That is a
powerful and practical lesson indeed.

You are not alone!
Dr. Batya Cohen can help you!

i a counseling

For grief, loss
Cd 6/0-4000 OT O54-351-4033
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COVENANT & CONVERSATION

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA
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Deed & Creed

The parsha of Yitro records the revolution-
ary moment when God, Creator of Heaven
and Earth, entered into a mutually binding
agreement with a nation, the Children of
Israel, an agreement we call a brit, a covenant.

Now, this is not the first Divine covenant
in the Torah. God had already made one
with Noah, and through him all of human-
ity, and He made another with Abraham,
whose sign was circumcision. But those
covenants were not fully reciprocal. God
did not ask for Noah’s agreement, nor did
He wait for Abraham’s assent.

In loving memory of
our beloved Father, Grandfather
& Great Grandfather
Saba Sababa

IRVING MAISEL 2”1
57 MDA 12 DRI’ '

on his 14th Yahrtzeit

May the Torah learned
from this TT be in his merit

The Maisel, Bodenheim

and Gottlieb Families
Efrat, Bet Shemesh and Kiryat Sefer
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Sinai was a different matter. For the first
time, He wanted the covenant to be fully
mutual, to be freely accepted. So we find
that - both before and after the Revelation
at Sinai - God commands Moses to make
sure the people do actually agree.

The point is fundamental. God wants
to rule by right, not might. The God who
brought an enslaved people to liberty seeks
the free worship of free human beings.

God does not act toward His creatures
like a tyrant. (Avodah Zarah 3a)

So at Sinai was born the principle that
was, millennia later, described by Thomas
Jefferson in the American Declaration of
Independence, the idea that governors
and governments derive “their just powers
from the consent of the governed.” That is
why the Sinai Covenant was conditional on
the people’s agreement.

Admittedly, the Talmud questions how
free the Israelites actually were, and it uses
an astonishing image. It says that God sus-
pended the mountain above their heads
and said, “If you agree, well and good. If
you don’t, here will be your burial.” That
is another topic for another time. Suffice
it to say there is no indication of this in the
plain sense of the text itself.

What is interesting is the exact wording



in which the Israelites signal their consent.
To repeat: they do so three times, first
before the Revelation, and then twice after-
wards, in the parsha of Mishpatim.

Listen to the three verses. Before the
Revelation:

All the people answered as one and
said, ‘All that God has spoken, we will do
[na’aseh].’ (Ex. 19:8)

Then afterward:

Moses came and told the people all of God’s
words and all the laws. The people all responded
with a single voice, ‘We will do [na'aseh] every
word that God has spoken.” (Ex. 24:3)

He took the Book of the Covenant and read
it aloud to the people. They replied, ‘We will
do [na’aseh] and we will hear [ve-nishma] all
that God has declared.’ (Ex. 24:7)

Note the subtle difference. In two cases
the people say: all that God says, we will do.
In the third, the double verb is used: na’aseh
ve-nishma. “We will do and we will hear,
(or obey, or hearken, or understand).” The
word shema means ‘to understand’, as we
see in the story of the Tower of Babel:

“Come, let us descend and confuse their
speech, so that one person will not under-
stand another’s speech.” (Gen. 11:7)

May the Torah learned
in this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of and nnwi y>yY

Arnold H. Michael z”’1
51 IR 909 12 07N 0DA9AN
on his 12th yahrzeit vaw 1”2

Greatly missed and always remembered
by his children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren

Alan A. & Janet M. Abramowitz
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2 parking, elevator, storage
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OLD KATAMON, Moshava
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Now note that there is another difference
between the three verses. In the first two
cases there is a clear emphasis on the unity
of the people. Both phrases are very striking.
The first says: all the people answered as one.
The second says, The people all responded
with a single voice. In a book that emphasises
how fractious and fissiparous the people
were, such declarations of unanimity are sig-
nificant and rare. But the third verse, which
mentions both doing and listening or under-
standing, contains no such statement. It sim-
ply says: They replied. There is no emphasis
On unanimity or consensus.

What we have here is a biblical comment
on one of the most striking features of all
in Judaism: the difference between deed
and creed, between asiyah and shemiyah,
between doing and understanding.

Christians have theology. Jews have law.
These are two very different approaches to
religious life. Judaism is about a community
of action. It is about the way people inter-
act in their dealings with one another. It is
about bringing God into the shared spaces
of our collective life. Just as we know God
through what He does, so God asks us to
bring Him into what we do. In the begin-
ning, as Goethe put it, was the deed. That
is why Judaism is a religion of law, because
law is the architecture of behaviour.

When it comes, however, to belief, creed,
doctrine, all the things that depend on
shemiyah rather than asiyah, understanding

JACKYESCHIMMEL!
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rather than action: on this Judaism does not
call for unanimity. Not because Judaism
lacks beliefs. To the contrary, Judaism is
what it is precisely because of our beliefs,
most importantly the belief in monotheism,
that there is, at least and at most, one God.
The Torah tells us in Bereishit about cre-
ation, in Shemot about redemption, and in
this week’s parsha about revelation.

Judaism is a set of beliefs, but it is not a com-
munity based on unanimity about the way
we understand and interpret those beliefs.
It recognises that intellectually and tempera-
mentally we are different. Judaism has had
its rationalists and its mystics, its philosophers
and its poets, its naturalists and its supernatu-
ralists: Rabbi Ishmael and Rabbi Akiva, Judah
Halevi and Maimonides, the Vilna Gaon and
the Baal Shem Tov. We seek unanimity in
halachah, not in aggadah. Na’aseh, we act in
the same way, but nishma, we understand
each in our own way. That is the difference
between the way we serve God, collectively,
and the way we understand God, individually.

What is fascinating is that this well-
known feature of Judaism is already
signalled in the Torah: in the difference
between the way it speaks about na’aseh,
“as one,” “with a single voice,” and nishma,
with no special collective consensus.

Our acts, our na’aseh, are public. Our
thoughts, our nishma, are private. That is
how we come to serve God together, yet
relate to Him individually, in the uniqueness
of our being. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the

Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,

dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

YEMIN MOSHE
Unique picturesque home with views to the
old City, 174 sqm, 5.5 rooms, arched ceilings
& windows, separate entrance unit, close
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KIRYAT SHMUEL (HARAV BERLIN)

Large, well-maintained, 3 rooms, second floor,
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for “mamad” (shelter), street level - accessible
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The Jerusalem Theater, public transportation
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B SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF
Advanced sealing system
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> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

We specialize in sealing roof and
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repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
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New on the Market in Rechavia! & CONSULTING

Ground floor completely accessible, spacious & airy
4 rooms, 10m mirpeset, parking, tons of potential,
2 entrances so the 3rd bedroom can be used as a
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For Rent in Katamon
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2024 : BUY MORE WITH LESS

NEVE SHAMIR, RBS - STARTING AT 2.04M NIS
PRE-SALE - 50% SOLD ALREADY!

2 BEDROOMS FROM 2.04M NIS
3 BEDROOMS FROM 2.39M NIS
4 BEDROOMS FROM 3.12M NIS
PENTHOUSE FROM 4.0M NIS
(includes additional 30 sqm Roof Access)
ALL APARTMENTS INCLUDE PARKING

RA'’ANANA STARTING AT 3.04M NIS
PRES-SALE: 7% NOW - O% MADAD INTEREST
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balcony, 3rd floor, one underground
parking. Price: 3.04M NIS

3 OR 4 BEDROOM - 2 BATH
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balcony. 5th floor, 2 underground parking
4 _spots. Price: 3.59M NIS

TIBERIAS - KINNERET, NORTH ISRAEL
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— T 4-room apartment, 136
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room and private parking
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Ohr Meir & Bracha - The Terror Victims Support Center

tirelessly supports families, children and soldiers affected by terrorism.
Through food aid, clothing, Tefillin, Tzizit, educational support,
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMA

Departmg or
Arriving?

“Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh Hashem
Tz’'vakot...”

What a powerful declaration!

What a glorious revelation!!

And what a remarkable introduction to
Yishayahu’s divine mission!!

Here, within the very first p’sukim of our
haftarah, Hashem summons His prophet
and shares with him the image of G-d’s
divine throne, allowing the navi to hear the
praises called out by the surrounding sera-
phim. Who could fail to feel overawed by
such an experience?!

So how will Yishayahu respond?

How would he regard this overwhelm-
ing theophany he had just experienced?

What WILL he say?

And herein lies our bewilderment, for
his very first words are:

“Oy 1i - chi nidmeiti!” — “Woe is me — for I
am doomed!”

Why does he react in such a way? Simply
because he sees himself as being unworthy for
such a revelation, explaining that he is of “impure
lips” and not deserving of such a revelation.
And, at first, we might imagine that the reaction
is quite understandable. Until the navi adds a
troubling — even “bewildering” - comment: “and
I dwell within a nation with impure lips.”
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Why, after all, would Yishayahu open his
first conversation with G-d with words of
censure against Israel? Why would he speak
ill of his own people? G-d had not yet told him
anything negative about Israel - so why did
Yishayahu speak negatively? Indeed, Rashi
shares our bewilderment, commenting that
the need for the angel to “purify” Yishayahu’s
mouth with a burning coal was because he
had criticized his nation. Additionally, the text
itself indicates that very point (v.7), telling the
navi that upon the touch of the coal: “your sin
will be atoned” - and it was Yishayahu’s criti-
cism that was considered his sin!!

So, why did the navi start his conver-
sation with HaKadosh Baruch Hu with a
critique of Israel? Rav Shimshon Raphael
Hirsch shares with us a salient point about
the opening vision that, I believe, helps us
understand the prophet’s behavior.

The prophecy shown to Yishayahu, depicted
Hashem’s glory sitting upon His throne but
with only the “corners of His cloak” [“shulav”]
filling the Temple. Rav Hirsch comments that
the vision is speaking of G-d’s glory departing
the Holy Temple with only the edges of His
cloak still found in the Heichal. Yishayahu saw
G-d’s shechina being “forced out” of His holy
sanctuary due to Israel’s sins.

Itis THIS, therefore, that caused the navi to feel
that he was “doomed” and why he expressed
his negative thoughts about Am Yisrael.

And yet, if this were so, why did G-d con-
sider Yishayahu’s words a “sin” for which the
prophet had to atone? Why would Hashem



regard His prophet’s disappointment with
His people if that was exactly the purpose of
G-d’s vision - a message to the sinful nation
to repent or else find Hashem’s presence
“departing” and distancing from them?

I would humbly suggest that perhaps the
vision, as understood by the navi, was not
considered fully. Clearly, much of the prophecy
Yishayahu was to share was focused upon Isra-
el’s turpitude and faithlessness to G-d. Many of
them were filled with warnings of the punish-
ments, defeat and exile on the nation.

But these were not the totality of Hash-
em’s mission for the navi. Not at all. Much
of Yishayahu’s future messages would be
ones of comfort, consolation and hope;
there would be depictions of remorse,
repentance and return as well as promises
of rebirth, restoration and redemption. But
Yishayahu saw in that vision only how the
Shechina departed ... .and never consid-
ered that it might also have been arriving.

And THAT was his sin.

How do we see the difficult events that
might befall us? What do we think about
when we study the history of our people?
Only oppression? Suffering? Golus?

Is the story of our existence only a story
of Hashem departing?

Or can we also see — in so many ways —
G-d’s returning and arriving back to His
nation?

I imagine that it all depends on our
vision! m
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At the end of Parshat Yitro we encounter
three imperatives: (Shemot 20-20, 22, 23),
each loosely translated below:

YN XY 203 °72X) 102 2K AR VYD K
029

Not to make images of celestial beings,
nor any graven images of silver and gold.
MY MANRD Y TYYR DIIX NIANDX)

N22NM PPy RO J2N°D 11

Not to use a sword while fashioning the
stones for the Mizbeiach.

N2AN"NY YR *NIMHY Tivyna NZYnND)
oy amy

Not to have steps leading up to the Miz-
beiach, but instead to have a ramp.

Following the revelation at Har Sinai and
the experience of Matan Torah, the Torah
lists the three mitzvot cited above. One
would expect a depiction of more glamorous
mitzvot. Perhaps the mitzva of Y NanN
ImM>? In what way do the three prohibitions

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
b7t 1993 7 12 PRI TVT
Meyer Rich z”1

whose 13th Yahrtzeit is on VAW 7”5

24 TORAH TIDBITS 1551 / YITRO

listed above serve as a fitting postscript to the
epic event of the Ten Commandments?

The three prohibitions listed above are
actually included in the Aseret HaDibrot!
The first relates to idolatry, the second to
murder and the third to adultery. In fact,
these are known as the “Big Three” upon
which it is incumbent to sacrifice one’s life
to avoid transgressing one of these cardi-
nal sins. They are also all included in the
N) >12 MNN Yav - three of the seven Noa-
chide mitzvot. What is the purpose of their
repetition at the end of the Parsha?

Rabbi Immanuel Bernstein in his sefer
Dimensions in Chumash, offers the following
insight. These three mitzvot appear at the
end of Parshat Yitro, following Ma’amad
Har Sinai to underscore that not only are
the actual acts themselves forbidden, but
they cannot even exist in trace form.

* Not only is worshiping idols prohibited,
even creating images of other celestial
beings is not permitted.

* Not only is murder prohibited but any-
thing connected to bloodshed is not to be
associated with the Mikdash and so even
the Mizbeiach cannot be constructed with
a knife, which is a tool that can be deadly.

e Not only are certain physical relations
prohibited, even engaging in a religious cer-
emony like ascending stairs to offer a sacri-
fice, can be perceived as immodest behavior
if one’s body may become revealed while
doing so. To avoid it, a ramp must be used.



Essentially, we are to understand that
although many nations may abide by the
Noachide principles, the Torah expands
the breadth and depth of these edicts.

This applies to other laws as well. Stealing is
not just taking something that does not belong
to someone. The Torah extends it to forcing
another to hand over an object against their
will or depriving someone of sleep (YW ).
We are held to a higher moral standard.

Pirkei Avot opens with a statement Nwn”
"PON NN Yap to teach us that even the
moral and ethical behavior discussed in
Pirkei Avot was not “man-made”, concocted
by a group of Rabbis. Our moral compass is
dictated by the Torah. As seen above, even
what appears in the Torah may be more
broadly applied. During the war in Gaza, we
seek to distinguish between civilians and ter-
rorists, risking the lives of our own soldiers,
because we have a higher moral standard,
set by a Higher Authority. When ethics are
interpreted by man, they can become flawed.
When dictated by God, they remain pure and
authentic with wide reaching applications.

The repetition of the three mitzvot at the end
of the parsha highlights the broader application
of mitzvot. Each command should be viewed
in a wider context. Rav Hai Gaon derived all
613 mitzvot from the 10 commandments. We
should appreciate the unique nature of the
Torah, see beyond its literal interpretation and
fulfill the extensive application of all mitzvot.

Condolences to Akiva Andrews
and family on the passing of his

FATHER z”’1
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES

Thirst for
Torah

“Bachodesh hashelishi letzeit Benei Yisrael
mei-eretz Mitzrayim, bayom hazeh ba’u mid-
bar Sinai — In the third month after the Jewish
people left Egypt, on this day, they came
to the desert of Sinai” (Shemot 19:1) Rashi
is bothered by the Torah’s use of the word
“hazeh,” to describe which day they arrived
at the Sinai desert. It seems that “bayom hahu
- on that day,” would have been a sufficient
expression. Thus, Rashi concludes that the
text is conveying a present tense, i.e. that the
words of Torah should always have the qual-
ity of something new, “ke’ilu hayom hazeh
nitnu - as if they were given this very day.”
How can we achieve this lofty level? After all,
we received the Torah thousands of years ago,
moreover, we have learned and reviewed
parts of the Torah so many times. Is it even
possible to encounter a Torah thought we are
familiar with as if it is new?

Condolences to the family of
Rabbi Raymond Apple 2’1
on his passing
Rabbi Apple was the senior
Rabbi of the Great Synagogue
of Sydney from 1972 to 2005 and
a former writer for Torah Tidbits
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Faculty, OU Israel Center

The students of Slabodka offer an inter-
esting comparison. Consider food. It is true
that one wouldn’t be able to tolerate eating
the same meal repeatedly every day, or
even day after day. However, if one is very
hungry, he will eat the same meal again
and again with no qualmes. If he is starving,
he will feel the pleasure of having his appe-
tite filled even if he just ate the same meal
earlier. We can approach Torah with a ‘big
appetite, devouring each lesson or verse as
if it were the first time we came upon it.

Rav Gifter zt”] offers a fascinating insight into
a famous passage in the Talmud that deepens
this idea. “Al mah avdah ha’aretz? ... shelo bar-
chu baTorah.” Why was the land destroyed?
Since they did not say the blessing on the Torah
before learning it. (Bava Metzia 85b) Our sages
teach that Torah is compared to water, “all who
thirst, go to water...” (Yeshaya 55:1) Just as one
only says a brachah on water if he is thirsty
and the water will quench that thirst, so too,
since the Jews at that time did not have a ‘thirst’
for Torah, they could never say the birkat haTo-
rah with genuine feeling!

Indeed, Chovot Halevavot teaches that one
must always approach Torah learning with
fresh eyes. This is particularly imperative
when learning the stories from Tanach that
we learned as children. As we grow and
learn more, we need to look at events and
phenomena with new perspectives and
depth. Rav Pincus zt”] recommended trying
to have the attitude of one who is learning
a story for the first time, with curiosity and



wonder. Because we have learned the story
of creation so many times, for example, we
take it for granted that the world was cre-
ated. Yet, we ought to look at every aspect of
creation with freshness and amazement. Rav
Pincus quotes the Chofetz Chayim zt”] who
would remark that there are no less than 15
descriptions of Hashem in the last brachah
of birkat hamazon, do we even take notice?

Birkat HaTorah begins in the past tense,
“Asher bachar banu mikol ha’amim ve’natan
lanu et torato - [Hashem] who chose us from
all nations and gave us His Torah.” However,
it concludes in the present tense, “Noten
haTorah — Who gives the Torah.” When we
say this brachah, let us pause to appreciate the
gift of the present and the newness. May this
lead us to approach our Torah learning and
mitzvah observance with a hunger and thirst
that can’t be satiated. m
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Reb Chaim Elazar Spira, the Munkatcher
Rebbe, was a tzadik and gaon of unusual
piety known after his multi-volume Minchas
Elazar. An expression of his uncompromising
zealotry was his fierce, outspoken opposition
to political Zionism and the Agudat Yisrael.

Rav Yechiel Yaakov Weinberg, ztl, was one
of the great roshei yeshivah and Jewish intellec-
tuals of our century, heading the Hildesheimer
Rabbinic Seminary in Berlin. An influential
posek, he authored the collection of classic
responsa entitled Seridei Eish. He was also well-
versed in secular academic knowledge and
had earned a PhD, uniting his great yiras Sha-
mayim with cultural and intellectual openness.

These two pillars of Eastern European
Jewry maintained a close and ‘unlikely’
friendship. At the wedding of the daughter
of the Munkacher Rebbe, at which many of
the gedolim and great rabbanim of the gener-
ation were present, the Rebbe stood up and
proclaimed that Rav Weinberg would be
honored with leading the Bircas haMazon.

Surprised murmurs rippled through the
crowd. Could it really be that the leader of
the most extreme kanayim is, at his daugh-
ter’s wedding, being mechabeid the mod-
ern rabbiner, with his trimmed beard and
a doctoral degree?

Sensing the surprise of his guests, Rebbe
was taken aback. “Everyone here who has

MISCHEL
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Author of Baderech: Along the Path of
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

joined us as an honored guest at our sim-
cha is like family! For the kavod of leading
us in bentching, I would indeed like to
honor Rav Weinberg, who is not only mish-
pacha, but also my dear friend...”

20 T YK DY 1272 1)

“..They encamped (plural) in the wilder-
ness; Israel encamped (singular) there, in
front of the mountain.” (Shemos, 19:2)

TR 292 THR URD

“Like one person, with one heart.”

(Rashi on the pasuk)

The tzadik Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz was
known for his sharp wit and pithy obser-
vations. ‘Why,” he asked, ‘do we learn that
Vayichan, they encamped like one per-
son with one heart before Matan Torah?
Because as soon as we received the Torah,
everyone began to argue about whose way
of understanding was more correct.’” This
irony is, of course, not just a joke. When
we are inspired by a compelling insight
or perspective in Torah, a spiritual yetzer
can arise, tempting us to assume that our
teachers, lineage, favorite sefarim, or even
ideas of our own mind, have a monopoly
on truth. We may narrow our allegiance
and interest to the path in Torah that we
have deemed ‘more true’, and even begin
to dismiss other paths and teachings.

The great builder of Torah institutions and
Judaism in America, Reb Shraga Feivel Mend-
lowitz, was also a builder of people. He defied
definition and categorization, untethered to



any specific one of the shivim panim laTorah
— instead, he embodied the infinite expansive-
ness and oneness of Yiddishkeit. Reb Shraga
Feivel’'s way of learning Torah revealed its awe-
some unity. He used to tell his students: “We
are now studying the Torah that was given
to us in the Desert, as expounded in the Oral
Torah by scholars who lived in Babylonia. The
Ramban, who wrote commentaries on both
the Written and Oral Torah, lived in Spain, and
Rashi in France. The Maharsha (who explains
difficulties in Tosafos) lived in Poland. We, who
drink from the water of all of them, living here
in Williamsburg, are studying the very same
Torah that was given at Sinai.”

This was also one of the compelling
elements stressed by the Lubliner Rosh
Yeshiva, Rav Meir Shapiro in launching
his revolutionary Daf Yomi campaign. This
ongoing program unites Jews all over the
world in studies that reflect our collective
experience of Torah revelation.

We must study Torah with an awareness of
its context, how it was delivered: kK’ish echad
blev echad. In this way, recognizing every
Jew as mishpacha, as connected to the truth
in their own way and as worthy in their own
right, is a prerequisite for the receiving of the
Torah. Before the notion of sharing a com-
mon set of beliefs was cast upon us at Sinai,
we developed together as a people, sharing
the suffering of slavery in Mitzrayim, and
emerging with a sense of nationhood that lies
at the core of our identity. Our indivisible peo-
plehood is in fact the foundation upon which
we study Torah at all.

This perhaps is the reason that Gemara attri-
butes the churban to sinas chinam, ‘causeless
hatred’ and also shelo beirchu baTorah techilah,
that they did not make a blessing on Torah

before learning’. Clearly, when one’s Torah
becomes a political affiliation or ideology that
excludes others, or that tempts one to preach to
others and win their agreement, it is an expres-
sion of ego. Torah comes from the Ribbono Shel
Olam, not from us, and this is why we must
make a blessing on Torah before learning:
Blessed are You, Hashem Elokeinu.... When we
recognize the root and purpose of Torah it both
draws us closer to Hashem and to each other.
We developed from an extended mish-
pacha into a group of related tribes, yet we
remained identified by our common ances-
try and familial relationship. Following the
Exodus, when we accepted the Torah ‘as
one person with one heart’, we expressed
our collective aspiration to accept every
individual Jew, regardless of their different
personal beliefs and choices. Since then,
anyone who is born a Jew or converts and
joins Klal Yisrael is considered an irreplace-
able part of that original mishpacha. As
such, we are more ‘a people’ than a religion.

In Sefer Hayom Yom (24 Teves), the
Lubavitcher Rebbe quotes an essential state-
ment of the Alter Rebbe: ‘The intention and
goal in developing the “ways of Chassidus”
is that one should recognize that we are 1>
NaNxa NMNN 0 DY INX INown, “like one
family, with affection, as Torah teaches.”

May our reading of Parshas Yisro and
the revelation at Sinai serve as a reminder
that regardless of our opinions and level of
observance — we are, indeed, one family!
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Our Sages decreed that one may not eat even
kosher food cooked by a non-Jew, a prohibition
called bishul akum. This decree is intended to
maintain distance between Jews and non-Jews
in order to prevent intermarriage. In previ-
ous articles, we discussed cases in which this
concern might be largely irrelevant, such as a
Catholic priest (who has no children.) The hala-
chic conclusion is that the decree still stands,
regardless of whether the underlying reason
applies to the individual case. This article will
examine the unique case of bishul akum with
regard to intermarried Jews.

Intermarriage is unfortunately a very
common phenomenon, especially outside
of Israel. We have previously shown that
non-religious Jews are not part of the decree
of bishul akum, since it applies only to non-
Jews. However, perhaps Jews who have
intermarried are considered completely out
of the fold, similar to a mumar. Additionally,
the children of these marriages are often
non-Jews, which might add to the decree.

It is strictly forbidden for both men and
women to have intimate relations with non-
Jews. This transgression is Biblical in nature (see
Devarim 7:3). Marriage to a non-Jew and subse-
quent relations is a grave sin. Authorities debate
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the halachic status of such Jews in relation to
other halachot. Many poskim rule that Jews,
both men and women, who intermarry lose
their status as halachic Jews (see Responsa Cha-
cham Tzvi 38; Responsa Chatam Sofer, CM 195),
including being counted in a minyan and the
ahility to testify in a Jewish court. Rav Yitzchak
Zilberstein emphasizes that this status relates to
both male and female intermarriage, despite the
fact that the children of a Jewish mother and a
nonJewish father are halachically Jewish (see
Shulchan Melachim p.895).

Regarding bishul akum, Rav Yosef Shalom
Elyashiv is quoted as being quite stringent,
prohibiting food cooked by intermarried Jews
(Shudchan Melachim 14:3). He argues that there
is no question that even today, Jews (especially
in Israel) are aware of the severity of the trans-
gression of intermarriage. This would prevent
the halachic daim of tinok shenishba (a halachic
term for a Jew who was raised without sufficient
knowledge and understanding of Judaism and
therefore is not completely at fault for his actions.)

While we are discussing Rav Elyashiv’s rul-
ings about intermarriage, it is worth noting
that he was also asked about the children of
a non-Jewish father and Jewish mother. He is
quoted as saying that if the children grow up
following the religion of their father, they are
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then considered non-Jews. This opinion is not
accepted by all rabbinic authorities (ibid).

In addition to the intermarried Jews’ loss of
halachic status as mentioned earlier, we can
also consider their children as a potential factor
for stringency or leniency. As we have seen, the
underlying reason for the decree is to prevent
intermarriage. If a Jewish man has children
from his non-Jewish wife, perhaps the decree
of bishul akum should apply to his cooking,
lest other Jews come to marry his nonJewish
children. The answer is no, since the original
decree was only enacted towards non-Jews,
despite the severity of this Jew’s transgression.
A further proof for this conclusion would be
the case of a convert whose biological children
did not convert. Although eating and mingling
with a convert might theoretically cause inter-
marriage to his nonJewish children, it is clear
that poskim considered the decree irrelevant
to him (see Bein Yisrael La’arnim 5:9). Similarly,
the cooking of a non-Jewish man married to a
Jewish woman is prohibited because of bishul
akum, despite the fact that there would be no
transgression in marrying his children. In
both of the above cases, we see that the decree
applies uniformly according to its original for-
mulation of prohibiting the food of non-Jews,
even if the underlying reason does not pertain
to the individual situation.

Although many later authorities rule that
any intermarried Jew is included in the
decree of bishul akum, the subject is quite

DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE

Gershon Agron 24, Mamilla - Jerusalem

oUWy
Call now!077-9973185

BAKA-NEW PROJECT 2-4br
contact us for pre-sale offers

Arnona-new Tama38 building
Ein Gedi st. 3br+2bath-3.49M F

Shats street, Rechavia\city center |
Renovated 2b, 3rcifloor,iftand balcony 2.75Miis

Holiland tower, 3br, terrace , gym S

4elevators, 2 parking, gym-3.05Mnis

German Colony-New Project
132 sgm ,4br, garden apt , parking- 7.5M nis}

Old Katamon-new Pre-Sale #2
1-5 br apartments , near Shtibalach :

Private house - Villa, one of a kind
Talbieh border German Colony

David Crown complex
136sgm ,15sgm terrace, concierge ...

lange selection of praperties, go to:
:www.daniels-assets.com
usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899
Whatsapp : 052-2636656

sensitive and might involve other factors.
It is essential to consult with a competent
Orthodox rabbi in each individual case.

*  There is room to conclude that a Jewish
father with non-Jewish children is not
included in the decree of bishul akum.

* A nonjewish father with Jewish chil-
dren (from a Jewish wife) is included in
the decree of bishul akum.

e According to many poskim, Jews (both
men and women) who intermarry are
included in the decree of bishul akum.
A rabbi should be consulted regarding
individual cases.
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This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
FEB. 4 FEB. 5 FEB. 6

2:00PM
Men's Gemara Chabura
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

All classes are
@ OU Israel Center

9:15 AM

The Different Shades
and Colors of Prayer
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:15 AM
Am Yisrael At War
Rabbi Anthony Manning

10:20 AM
Yechezkeil's Vision of
Hope Through Despair
Rabbi Avi Herzog

11:25 AM

Deepening our Eternal
Relationship with Eretz
Yisrael: Timely teachings
from the Wisdom of

Rav Kook Rabbi Aaron
Goldscheider

12:15PM

Israel’s Continuing
Struggle for Survival
Dr. Deborah Polster

8:30 PM
The Bais-
Semichat Chaver Program
Rabbi Elyada Goldwicht

Torah Tuesdays in
Bakka-All Classes

@ Kehilat Nitzanim,
3 Asher Street

92:15 AM

Torah Tapestries
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles
{Women only|

10:15 AM
Minchat Chinuch-
Meaning in Mitzvot
Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

11:15 AM

Sefer Breisheet-
Chumash Blyun
Rabbi Yossi Goldin

12:15 PM

Unlocking the Eternal
Wisdom of Chazal
Rabbi S5hai
Finkelstein

SPECIAL EVENT
7:00PM

Bat Mitzva
Program Kickoff

£? View shiur recordinas at: ouisrael.ora/video-librarv/
VIEW SNIUr recoraings at. oulisrael.org,; viaeo-1iordary



OU Israel
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\WEDNESDAY THURSDAY @
FEB. 7 FEB. 8

Evening Classes
@0U Israel Center

7:30 PM

The Bais (For Men)-
Safrut-Mezuzot Course
[For graduates of
Megila Course)

Rabbi Tzvi Mauner-pre-
registration required

8:30 PM

The Bais (For Men|)
War Time Halachic
Dilemmas

Rabbi Aschi Dick

All classes are
@ OU Israel Center

92:30 AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:45 AM

Iron Sword-Perspective
for Today from Parshat
HaShavua

Rabbi Baruch Taub

12:00 PM

Lunch and Learn with
Rabbi Neil Winkler
40 NIS per person

2:00 PM

Men’s Gemara
Chabura

Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

VIRTUAL

SCHEDULE
[Zoom Only Classes):

Rabbi Taub

Parsha, 7:00pm Mon
Halacha, 7:00pm Wed
https://us02web.zoom.,
us/j/88363420460
Password: ouisrael
Rebbetzin Shatz
(L'Ayla)-Insights of
Chazal- Tues, 5:00pm
bhttps//us02web.zoom,
us/)/85177782268
Password: ouisrael
Rabbi Goldwicht
Parshat HaShavua
Wed. 8:30pm
https://us02web.zoom.
us/|/2244321902

Password 18

*L'AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR \WOMEN ONLY

THE BAIS CLASSES
& PROGRAMS
ARE FOR MEN ONLY

o] > |OLf



Join the OU Israel for

BAT MITZVAH -
Mother-Daughter programl \_UJ‘
yic

Kickoff Session:
The Eishet Chayil and all about YOU!

Guided Chavruta | | Meet Rena Ariel and learn about | ' Create your own
learning for her daughter Hallel Yaffa Hyd, | | Fishet Cha}qj'
mothers and who was the inspiration behind
daughters the Bat Mitzvah program.

To register and learn about our 6-part Bat Mitzvah series % . ':
https://www.ouisrael.org/layla/batmitzvah

OUISRAELCENTER | 22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., JERUSALEM & 2 ' -

RUN WITH

NG

« JERUSALEM
- MARATHON

MARCH 8, 2024

% Pre-marathon pasta party! % Run with your NCSY friends!
# Lots of NCSY swag and shtick! 4 Post-race BBQ!

Register today at Fundraising goal: 1,200
For more info contact Registration fee: 100w
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n] = T OND
CAMP DROR

T OU O ISRAEL T 1IN

Camp Dror

#DROR?41

‘ : "] [ (1A LA
WMMEX U4 1
( ol ] Camp Dror Early Bird 7400 shekels

_________ Fagin Manhigut Early Bird 7590 shekels

(teens entering 10th and 11th grades)
| Moretrips |
Early Birdrateendson March 28 (ITIZITEICH

Www.ca I'I"Ipd ror.com

+972-502022085

ROSH CHODESH ADAR ALEF
SEMINAR FOR WOMEN
UNDERSTANDING THE JEWISH LEAP YEAR

TUESDAY FEB. 13 - 4 ADAR ALEF, 9:15AM — 1:00PM

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a"h
550 qor "1 N3 keNe N MR

9:15AM Introduction 11:10AM Inspirational Brunch
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski An Extra Month: Leaming from Rabbi Elisha % &
Loewenstern z'I to use Every Moment tothe /-~ W
9:20AM Double Adar Fullest Mrs. Hadas Loewenstern (virtual talk) C C
Mrs. Shira Smiles ' ’
12:10PM The Dance of the Moon and the Sun: . v s
10:20AM Leap Year in Halacha Self-Synchronization v y !
Rabbi Yaakov Haber Mrs. Shoshie Goldstein Nissenbaum v

' 40NIS ' Brunch Provided ‘ Free Babysitting available upon request

22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM | REGISTER ONLINE AT: WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG/EVENTS/ADAR-ALEF2024
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with all OU Israel Activties! Join our OU Israel WhatsApp Community
where you'll find updates including: e

General Announcements

Scan the QR code or enter the link below to
join our OU Israel WhatsApp Community, and
receive timely updates and announcements!

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 KEREN HAYESOD ST. YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9100

DOROT - The OU Women's @ Z Call to check

~~  PRIHADASH

WOMEN’S WRITING WORKSHOP
AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Tntergenerational Choir

Tuesday mornings 1030-12.30

Monday Evenings 7:00-g:00pm For more betails, call Ruth 02-628-7359

or Judy 054-569-0410 4 } '

Torah Tidbits distribution is looking
for the right connection to help get

orah

If you have an idea or connection,
please call Toni at 0505-772-111
Thank you!
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SHIUR SPONSORS

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23RD - SHIRA SMILES SHIUR
was sponsored by Hally Frist2"v'7
N”V 71N N2 Xwwo - Sosha bat Chanoch

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1 - ALL LEARNING
today was sponsored for the nn'7w nx197 of nw 2 axre

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN'S SHIUR
is sponsored for this academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"l
77T D727 X201 NN DNNAX [ 7Tan Dnan

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR
is sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family
inmemory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frista"h - 0"y n'7v na xn'o vawr7x

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S SHIUR
was sponsored for this Academic Year nnwa 17'v'7
'7"T AN7W [2 210 DWI 2"V DNNAN N2 DD

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES SHIUR
was sponsored for this academic year by
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents,
Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z'l and Rosi & Ernest Strauss z'l
77T Ol7AD AWN |2 'DTINI VNN q01I' N 7T
'7°T OIXAVW TIT 2 7XITI DANAX N TIN'Y
RABBI BREITOWITZ'S TUESDAY SHIUR - MINCHAT CHINUCH
is sponsored for this academic year by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman
in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman 'l
T X9 N2 N’V ANOXI 77T 7ITX A N
and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman 2"l
1791 20N A 77T YN TNINW 2N
RABBI GOLDIN'S SHIUR
was sponsored for this academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus
in memory of beloved aunts Irma Haas a"h and Hilde Myer a"h

RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR
was sponsored for this academic year nnwa 1'7:v7
7T P77 A 2771 2"V TN N M

RABBITAUB'S WEEKLY THURSDAY PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

lmw...l WOLGEL LAW

LR I FIMIGRATICN & MNATUEALIZATI SN

American Immigration
& Naturalization Law

Michele Coven Wolgel
US Citizenship for Children &
Grandchildren
Quick appointments available
for special circumstances.

www. wolgelaw.coiil
lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il

Tel: 02 590 3444
facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo

n¥1N TN' <=

MYV NNIDY
AN N2 NN

Arthur Samuels, DPM

. PODIATRIST

Over 30 years experience

Licensed in Israel
& America

053-427-6363

/ArthurMSamuels@gmail.cnm

Sofas & Carpets Claening

Q TAL CLEAN

ﬁ Contact us:
050-445-5975

info.talclean@gmail.com

- 4 ‘ E And
more

i cleaning
Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning  ‘Mattress Services

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.TALCLEAN.CO.IL

Having a Brit?
KISElI SHEL ELIYAHU
Available to borrow
from the OU Israel Center

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

In the pesukim preceding the Aseret HaD-
ibrot, we read of the incredible sound and
light show that unfolded at that awesome
moment when Klal Yisrael stood at Sinai.

M DPOND DNIP? DYDTIR NYN RYN
192 10y °PD M 1NN PRNN2 10T MR
Uy DYY SY1 UNa YRy T WK 90
910 99w iR 1 TR0 00D T 1WIon
:71p2 2y DEOND) 13T, AP TR PIN)

Moshe led the people out of the camp toward
G-d, and they took their places at the foot of the
mountain. Now Har Sinai was entirely full of
smoke, for Hashem had come down upon it in
fire; the smoke rose like the smoke of a kiln, and
the whole mountain trembled violently. The
blare of the shofar grew louder and louder. As
Moshe spoke, G-d answered him bakol...

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh suggests that
the word bakol is to be understood as follows:

The % with which G-d answered may
have been the sound of the shofar men-
tioned in the verse...

Based on this interpretation, Hashem
miraculously spoke or answered Moshe
through the sounds of the shofar.

However our Chazal offer a particularly
interesting interpretation in the gemara in
Brachot (45a):

YN 5 1512 - 75p2” mi> Tnbn

What is the meaning of the verse: BaKol?
In Moshe’s voice...

The masters of Jewish thought offer pro-
found interpretations of this maamar chazal

The Yismach Moshe zy’a, learns our
gemara as follows:
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The Torah tells us that when Moshe was
born, his mother saw that he was tov-
good. The Torah Hakedosha is also called
tov - good, therefore the Torah could only
be transmitted at the hands or through the
voice of Moshe who is also called tov...

Similarly, Reb Tzadok HaKohein MiLub-
lin zy’a, explains that this is why the written
Torah is referred to as Torat Moshe, as Hashem
transmitted the Torah with Moshe’s voice.

Beyond the supernatural phenomena that
each of these teachings suggest occurred, that
HaKadosh Baruch Hu miraculously spoke
with or through Moshe’s voice, perhaps there
is a lesson for each of us as we prepare to
read once again this Shabbat of that incredi-
ble moment of Kabbalat HaTorah.

Rav Kook zy’a explained that Moshe
Rabbeinu had reached such a heightened
state of spiritual consciousness, that he
merited to hear Hashem speak to him, and
for HaKadosh Baruch Hu to be heard with
Moshe’s own voice.

Perhaps the message for each of us as
we recall that transcendent moment in
Jewish history when the Jewish People
stood at Sinali, is to work to lift our spiritual
awareness, to be more “plugged in” to see,
feel, and hear Hashem’s proverbial voice
all around us each and every day. m

Jonathan Rosenblum, prm
050-595-51061

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care
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abaiRealEstate

“F GabaiRealEstate.com
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Off Market! On a guiet and popular street in Rehavia.
130 SQM on 1 level, small building, succah balcony,
amazing location close to KKL. Contact for more info

Just Listed! Renovated and spacious 3 bedroom in a
fully accessible building with an elevator. 86 SQM,
central AC, open views, building parking, storage. Great
for investment or residential use. Asking: 3.300,000 NIS

Just Listed! Amazing potentiall 32 SQM apartment wilh
a 180 SQM garden in private use, 4 rooms, large storage
unit, private entrance, 4 exposures. Asking: 3.2m NIS

New On The Market! In new building with a pool and
gym! 80 SOM, 3 rooms, 2 bathrooms, underground
parking, storage, shabbat elevator! Contact for more info

Just Listed! In a Modern building in the City Center.
Renovated 83 SQM apt. with 16 SQM balcony, parking
siorage, Shabbat elevator, and views of Har Habyit!

Steps From The Old City & Mamilla! Modern 70 SQM
apt., 3 Rooms, 2 full bathrooms, fully accessible, parking,
storage, fully furnished, bright, spacious! Prime Lacation!
Asking: 3,100 USD(Includes Vadd and Amona)

Rare & Spacious 215 SQM duplex apt, 5 badrooms,
3 bathrooms, 30 SQM succah balcony, bright, fully
accessible(both levels), building parking, open views,
Shabbat elevator. Contact us for more information!

2.614.1442 |L 4

alestate.com =
1

Elia: 052.862.9208

nail.com

FLHRGE SIZE HHT—S1

7%
OFF

Too often a “rosh gadol” can't find a hat to fit it.

At SHERLOCKS we have winter hat sizes
Large, Extra Large, and Extra Extra Large
For men and women

Lotsof Styles
& Colors

1 :
to Choose From* Qo 0ckS

3 DOROT RISHONIM
(Off Ben Yehuda) 02 563-7155

0°7237 nPnpn
o°5w1n® NI

The Rinat Jerusalem Men's Choir

OPEN INVITATION to
SERIOUS SINGERS

to join the
RINAT JERUSALEM
MEN'S CHOIR

Musical Director: Jason Rosenblatt
Weekly practices from 8.00 to 9.30 pm

Please contact

Michael 054-4615014
George 054-7509235
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UNITED Wi s
HATZALAH JERUSALEM <+~ MARATHON

SAVE LIVES, ONE KILOMETER AT A TIME
Foin TEAM UNITED HATZALAH

TO RUN WITH US:




3 2= Z4 mownn
L Beler Tzipomh a"h - fé—mu AMISHHENOT
Bottled Water GGWMC!} 7 BAKA - stunning 3 story house on a

. . . quiet & pastoral cul-de-sac, very
Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem high end designed, swimming-pool,

and want a cold bottle of water? large wrap around garden, parking

Come help yourself (04 ot

32 King George. L ARNONA - 3 rooms that will be
In loving memory of Yoni’s wife transformed into 90m, 3rd floor with
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always elevator, parking, TAMA 38 starts in

full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and one month

brought life and strength to so ONLY 2520000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

many people, that she touched! BAKA - Large 4 rooms, TAMA 38 advanced
She was like Aron, who loved for 5 rooms + Succah/balcony, central,

peace and pursued peace. bright, to renovate, Close to cafes,
schools, buses...

3400000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in

his life, to learn of her caring, patience and TALPIOT - Recent building 4 rooms,

happiness, to overcome her challenges. May spacious, luxurious, terrace/Succah, 14m,
Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, open view, master bedroom, calm, A/C,

in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama store-room, parking

3760000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni .
Pinchus Klahr, MD
To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for Rhf‘,‘umatol() gy
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
to Chabad of Rechavia - in all Arhvis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email Conscientious “American style” Care
Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org Conveniently located at
02 800-1717 Refa Na Medical Center. Givat Shaul, Jerusalem
052-713-2224

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

Now also seeing patients at the
210 55’15 YN LaBriut Health Centerinkes 02-970-1100

4 EX-FLORIDIANS
This year a wider selection of OU products Listen to "Shalom South Florida"
ormicwnote | 7GR . W every Sunday 16:30-18:00

Organic Whole

Spelt, GF Glut . SR i .
recoattons . [N on www.ShalomSouthFlorida.com

& Machine.

Hechsharim & to order: Distributed
www.MatzaMan.co.il throughout
hillel.leib@MatzaMan.co.il Israel
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Dark Clouds Above,
Yirat Shamayim Below

At the Yam Suf we saw too much. At Har
Sinai we saw nothing. Each time Yirat Sha-
mayim surged.

Our relationship with Hashem is riveted
upon two emotions- ahava and yirah, love
and fear. Human relationships are defined
by love or fear but never both side-by side.
Our relationship with Hashem, however, is
a blend of these two dichotomous emotions.

Ahava is a byproduct of understanding
Hashem, His mitzvot and His role in history.
We love Him most when we are able to identify
the synchronicity between His will and human
welfare. Realizing that His will enhances human
experience, we appreciate Him and love him
because adhering to His will improves our lives.

As the Rambam summarizes, (Hilchot
Teshuvah perek 10) ahava is the ability to
embrace Hashem’s will, not for reward or not
because we fear punishment, but because of
Torah’s inner logic NN XNW 2390 TNIND NX.

By uncovering the intersection between
Torah and human welfare, we love Hashem.
Similarly, when we are capable of decipher-
ing history and discerning Hashem’s hidden
hand, we understand and love Him. Ahava
emerges when religion is logical, history is
intelligible, and faith makes sense.

TWO ROUTES TO YIRAT SHAMAYIM

By contrast, yirat shamayim materializes
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when we are unable to understand Him.
Standing in awe of the divine mystery and
baffled by Hashem’s incomprehensibility, we
submit to His higher authority. Ideal yirat sha-
mayim isn’t fear, but awe and submission. Not
trembling, or shuddering, but submission and
surrender. Bowing to the divine mystery.
There are two different paths to yirat sha-
mayim. Along the first route, we encounter Hash-
em’s power and majesty which exceeds human
capacity and surpasses the human imagination.
We feel so incapable of processing the immeasur-
able divine grandeur that we surrender.
We traversed this route to yirat sha-
mayim at the Yam Suf:
N OWY WR AN TN IR ORI KM
Y72V NWND NI IR NN DYN IR I8N
Watching the riotous oceans stilled by
the voice of Hashem, and spotting our cruel
Egyptian oppressors drowning to death was
overwhelming. Overpowered by the power
and the glory, we surrendered and achieved
our first collective moment of yirat shamayim.
172V NWND 'N2IHIPNINRI N DR DYN XN
In perek 8 of Tehillim, Dovid Hamelech
maps this first route to yirat shamayim:
D201 N PMYIXR AWYN PRV IXIX D
17?912 DTN 1211170TN >3 WNIR N1 NNIND TWNR
DPOND LYN INONM

By pondering creation and scanning the



heavens, Dovid Hamelech is awed by its splen-
dor and force, recognizes the frailty of the
human condition, and concedes: “What is Man
that I should even mention him!”. His encoun-
ter with the vastness and beauty of the divine-
Iy-created cosmos provokes human surrender.
SEEING NOTHING

At Har Sinai we took a completely different
route to yirat shamayim. We didn’t see too much
but saw too little. We stood, terrified, at the base
of a quivering mountain, ablaze in infernal fire.
We were petrified. A thick cloud cloaked the
mountain from which we were barred passage.
The mystery of Hashem was impenetrable.
Chazal portray our souls as departing this world,
immediately upon hearing the reverberating
voice of Hashem. At the Yam Suf we “saw” the
mighty hand of Hashem, but at Har Sinai there
were no visuals, only sounds.

D’X)7 DOPR NN D°YNIIY DNXR 0’727 '71|7
P non

Frightened and confused, we begged Moshe
to intervene and mediate the word of Hashem,
so that we could survive this overwhelming
encounter. As Moshe summarizes after Har
Sinai, this event was carefully choreographed
to incite maximal yirat shamayim:

PN MWD DPYRN NI DINR MO N1 D
INONN N2 D)0 DY MNP

Unable to see anything, and terrified by
the darkness, the fire, and the smoke, we
succumbed.

Whereas Dovid Hamelech provided a
roadmap for the first form of yirat sha-
mayim, Iyov models the second variety
of yirat shamayim. Though righteous and
pious, he suffers miserably, and cannot rec-
oncile what he perceives as divine injustice.
He struggles to decode the divine mystery
and, one by one, his friends descend upon

o'oY =
Yn e % - a
' = ' Meir

077-2050015
052-2678749

golanechasim@gmail.com L

NORTH TALPIOT (CASPI STREET): new garden
apartment, 5.5 rooms, 165m, 80m garden,
architecturally renovated, underfloor heating,
central a/c, parking, 5,890,000 NIS

ARNONA: 3-room apartment, 73m, bright,
Sukkah terrace, Shabbat elevator, fully accessible,
green & quiet environment, 2,450,000 NIS

BAKA: 4 room apartment, 85m, elevator,
neat & nice apartment, 2,850,000 NIS

ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m,

master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator,
private parking, 3,290,000 NIS

BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building,
88m, master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator,
private parking, Sukkah balcony in process

of being added, 3,890,000 NIS

ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 108m, balcony,
nice view, Shabbat elevator, fully accessible,
private parking, storage, 4,290,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON: 5-room apartment, 127m,
master suite, balcony, private parking, storage,
full of light, 5,350,000 NIS

Golan

his sick bed, postulating different philos-
ophies to justify the ways of G-d to men.
Finally, (perek 37) Hashem appears to Iyov in
a storm, amidst the mystery and confusion of
a hurricane, and reminds him that humans
cannot fully grasp Hashem >mawnn X2 D
1 DRI 27T D77 X)) DYMAVNN.

Yirat shamayim is accessed through two
very different routes. Sometimes we see “too
much” and are smothered by the overwhelm-
ing majesty of Hashem. Other times we look
straight into the teeth of the divine mystery, are
perplexed, and submit. At Yam Suf we saw too
much of Hashem. At Har Sinai we saw too lit-
tle. Each generated lasting yirat shamayim.

THE MIRAGE OF CONFIDENCE

The first form of yirat shamayim, where we
encounter divine miracles, can be disorient-
ing. When His logic and His hand in history
are each on display, we often forget that we
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are only witnessing a small glimpse of Him.
Often, under conditions of historical clarity,
we become too comfortable and too confi-
dent in assuming that we know Him and can
predict the historical trajectory. Sometimes
it takes the dark clouds of divine mystery to
remind us of how little we know and to help
us recalibrate our yirat shamayim properly.

Over the past 75 years we lived through a
kriyas Yam Suf-like experience. We saw Hash-
em’s presence descend into our world with
clarity and radiance. The stunning resurgence
of our nation after the Holocaust was a divine
operation. We recovered our national wealth,
built robust Jewish communities, achieved
influence and affluence, and reconstructed
a flourishing Torah world just a few decades
after it had been eviscerated. To cap it all off,
we returned to our Homeland and enjoyed
a stunning succession of victories and tri-
umphs. With exhilaration, we watched our
tiny nascent country morph into a regional
military, economic and political superpower.
It all made sense. Our world was painted in
bright redemptive colors. Hashem’s miracu-
lous presence suffused our world, and every-
thing made sense. Until it didn’t.

Oct 7th changed everything. The past three
months we have been covered by dark clouds,
and we feel lost in a world without logic or clar-
ity. Why is this happening to our people? What
happened to the Brit Avot? Wasn't the Holo-
caust the last and final nightmare of Jewish
exile? Shouldn’t it be different back home in
Israel? So many questions, SO many mysteries.

So much pain and so much frustration.

We must recalibrate. Perhaps we over-
shot. Perhaps we saw too much and forgot
to surrender to the Unknowable. The war
has made it patently clear that we don’t
know, and we can’t fully know. We have to
moderate over-confidence while bolstering
faith. We must learn to speak with more
modesty and more meekness rather than
with blustering confidence implying that
we know where and how history is turning.
127 NNINY PO 927) PO7OY HNANON
YOy NN DY DFIRD D DPIND 197

DOYN PIIT P 127Dy

Don’t rush to speak, and don’t hurry to
announce ideas. G-d is in Heaven, and you
are grounded on Earth. Therefore, your
words should be few.

Faith yes, overconfidence no. We all need to
speak with more zniyut about the future. m

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor

Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh
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Madar Law Office

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il

052-662-4658
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amagzing job!
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Nothing matters to us more than
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be

100% thrilled.

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 e

or email us at info@tzviair.com & ]

Cut me out and fold in half as a bookmark
for your birkat hamazon (bentcher])
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your computer  FIRST FLOWERING
or smartphone. REDEMPTION.

We can
reframe your
relationship

with
technology and
transform it
into a source of
resilience.
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MAY THE
COMPASSIONATE
ONE BLESS THE
MEMBERS OF
ISRAEL'S DEFENSE
FORCES, WHO
STAND GUARD
OVER OUR LAND.

My Tech Tutor I

050-772-5767
340

We pray for
victory and the
safe return of our
hostages and our
chayalim.

ARE YOU UNCERT}
~0F HOW TO HANDLE
THAT NEW

INHERITANCE?

AARDN FROLICH, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL FIHEH
LICENSED INVESTMENT ADVISOR +872-54-320-8077

aaroni@gresnpeakadvisors.com | www.greenpeakadvisors.com

&GREEN seax aovisons MECAA
g i

CFP

OU ISRAEL CENTER 45



HAFTORAH INSIGHTS oY ey

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

Stepping Up

INZY 0N MIN N7 NZYUR DTN

Then I heard the voice of my Lord say-
ing, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for
us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me.

Who shall I send and who will go for us?
Hashem, in conversation with Yeshayahu,
raises these questions. Why the double
wording? What is the difference between
being sent and going on behalf of others?

Combining the interpretations of the Abar-
banel and the Malbim, we see two concerns
in choosing an emissary to fulfill the sacred
role of prophet of Hashem’s nation. The
person being selected needs to be qualified
to fulfill the job description or role. He must
be righteous enough that Hashem would
desire His Divine Presence to rest upon this
person. But beyond that, the person himself
must feel a strong sense of purpose and
commitment toward the mission. He must
be prepared to endure suffering. Ultimately

Yeshayahu takes up this mantle of leader-
ship. Yeshayahu assumes the leadership role,
despite the cautionary tales of his colleagues,
Micha and Amos, who faced adversity from
the people. Nevertheless, Yeshayahu's suc-
cess lies in his patient and passionate advo-
cacy for Klal Yisrael, demonstrating his com-
mitment to both the mission and the people.

Returning to the original text, Hashem’s
questions encompass these qualifications. NX
NYWN N, “Whom shall I send?” signifies the
capability to fulfill the Divine mission, while
1Y 92 1, “Who will go for us?” underscores
the commitment required for the mission.

The call to step up and serve, even more evident
since October 7th, demands our individual contri-
butions. Similar to Yeshayahu’s demonstration of
fortitude and patience in navigating challenges, we
must muster the inner strength needed to perse-
vere and persist in our respective missions. |

KNOW WHAT TO ANSWER
FREE COUNTER-MISSIONARY

Videos ¢ Parsha Insights ¢ Booklets * Counseling
jewsfrrrjudaism.org

Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz « rabbikravitz@JewsforJudaism.org

"MIWI T 10129 W-ewensohn Raz & Co

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

Real Estate
Transactions

Tama 38 and Renovation
Construction Projects

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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Ron-Festinger Law specialises in
medical malpractice and tort
law.

We fight for your rights and seek

justice for healthcare injuries.

Your health and your voice in the
Contact us today:

https://www.rofs.co.il pursuit of justice matters.
=) mail@rofs.co.il

® 02-6231268 121005 - I
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Marriage Mastery 2024: How To Create
And Sustain A Happy, Lasting Marriage

Introducing a LIVE 8-part online program
of practical marriage wisdom and guidance
for couples married under two years. Led by

four of Israel’s top couples therapists:

Yisrael Levitz, PHD, Susan Heitler, PHD,
Chana Levitan, M.S., Chaya Sarah Rabi M.Sc.

$200 per couple | Limited space
NEXT SERIES BEGINS: FEB. 25th, 2024

JMAMARRIAGEI@gmail.com or
www.jewishmarriagealliance.org

JEWISH MARRIAGE ALLIANCE
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Kiddush

We organized along both sides of the road,
a long and continuous line of tanks. At 22:00
- when we hadn’t received the order to enter
the city - I reached out to the command to
ask if there were changes to our orders. The
response was for us to continue to wait and to
be prepared for immediate entrance. Suddenly,
two tank crewmen appear and, in their hands,
two bottles of wine. This is, after all, Shabbat!
And the most reasonable thing to do at this
exact moment is to say the Kiddush over the
wine and bless the Shabbat. The tension and
fears from the anticipation are growing more
intense by the minute, but those two bottles of
wine start making their way from tank to tank.
Each unit within its tank says the Kiddush,
answers “amen”, pours wine into the bottle’s
cap, swallows, and passes the bottle on to
the next tank. Those were, I believe, the most
moving moments of my life. At that moment,
I thought of the miracle of the pitcher of oil
from Chanukah and compared it to this bottle
of wine which managed to suffice for this long
line of tanks and the teams within them. In
those moments of tension and excitement, Kid-
dush was the thing that managed to unite this
random group of soldiers, a true cross-section
of Israeli society really—city-dwellers and
kibbutznikim, religious and secular, right wing
and left wing. (Moshe Feller, from: From You to
You- the Book of Shabbat]
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL o2

BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI N%"}J

Director of OU Israel L'Ayla Women's Initiative

Wormen Reaching Higher

While this account was written during
the Second Lebanon War, it’s a story which
has recurred repeatedly over the course of
the last few months in Azza. Friday night
Kiddush has a certain power to it. No matter
where one is and what circumstances one
is in, as the Kiddush is recited, the Kedusha
of Shabbos takes hold. What are we actually
doing when we recite the Kiddush?

We begin by saying the words:
921:D83¥ 72) YN DY 1921 2Wwn oY
NAY .NYY WX MONIN *WIWn Dra PN

WY TURINININ 510 Y IWn Dra

The sixth day...The sky and the ground
were finished being created. On the seventh
day, Hashem had completed all the work
which He had done and He rested on the sev-
enth day from all the work that He had done.

These words of 92" are so important that
we actually say them three times on Friday
night - once in the Shemoneh Esrei of Maariv,
once in the Chazan’s brief repetition, and a
third time, at home as we recite the Kiddush.
The Avudraham explains that when we
recite these words, we are actually giving mTy
(testimony) to all of mankind that Hashem
created the entire world. Because we are giv-
ing testimony, ideally one should stand while
reciting these words and if possible, should do
itin the company of at least one other person.

But to take it one step further, Gemara
Shabbat 119b states —

NIw 2731 SHYonnn Yo - XD 271 MN
WYY PRI N0 PHY NYN 9910”7 NN
IMPWRIA NWYNa n”apnh amy



Rabbi Hamnuna says — whoever davens
on Friday night and says “272V, it’s con-
sidered as if he has become partners with
Hashem in creation.

This is astounding! How do we become
partners in creation by reciting Y»51? The
DN MMM explains that the whole purpose
of the creation of the world was for man to
appreciate what Hashem has done for Him.
If no one recognizes the beauty and intricacy
of the world, then there is no point in creation.

We actually find this idea in the story of
creation. The Torah (:2 wwWX13) tells us on
Day 6 - 2WY™H21 YN PP D0 TWN DY Y
YIRNHY DADR N PN XD 2D NNy D0 NTWN
MTRATTIR T2YY PR OTN The bushes and grass
has not yet sprouted because Hashem had not
caused it to rain since there was no man to
work the land. Rashi asks - How can this be?
We know that all the vegetation was created
on Day 3! He answers - Y7y ypp nno Yy
WY DY TV - it waited at the opening of the
ground and only begin to really sprout on Day
6. Why? Because man was not created yet,
DNWX YW N0 PN PN — and there was no
one yet who could appreciate the importance
of Hashem’s creation of rain. From Hashem’s
perspective, only once man was created was
there any reason to create rain and for the
grass and plants to come up. And so we see
that our testimony and appreciation of Hash-
em’s creation, in actuality, transforms us into
partners in the creation process.

After giving testimony to the creation of
the world, we then make the Bracha over the
cup of wine. But we don’t end there. We then
go on to talk about how Hashem took us out
of Mitzrayim and chose us to be His people.
NRY? T WP OXIPRY NZNN DY XN D
DRY) Y20 NYTR NN N3 0272 D0

PIFPNIN PN NI TYTR NIY)

Shabbos is the first of the holidays which
was instituted to remember the Exodus from
Egypt. For You chose us and separated us
from the other nations and gave us the holy
Shabbat with love and good will.

This is based on Gemara Pesachim 117b
where it says WP DN XY PIPY PN
Dyn - that we are obligated to make men-
tion of Mitzrayim in the Kiddush. But why is
this? We're celebrating Shabbat, not Pesach.
Why bring in the Exodus from Egypt? What
does that have to do with Shabbat?

The Kuzari (1:11) explains that Yetziat Mitz-
rayim was in actuality a “modern-day” proof
of Creation. The world was created a long
time ago when none of us were around. So
we don’t have actual proof of what happened
and even if we agree that Hashem created the
world, it’s possible to say that Hashem created
the world and then left it. But when Hashem
put into action all of the amazing miracles
of the 10 plagues and the splitting of the sea,
the entire nation and the entire world saw
with their own eyes Hashem’s ability to con-
trol nature and that Hashem is still actively
involved in what happens in this world.

Additionally, we mention Yetziat Mitz-
rayim because it was at the time of the Exo-
dus that Hashem selected us to be his chosen
people. And He gave Shabbat as a special gift
to us to remind us of this fact. &> N2 MMM
ONIWD MY Wpan IR Y NI 1 01109
(Gemara Shabbat 10b) So while on a cos-
mic level Shabbat is celebrated to commem-
orate the creation of the world, on a national
level we celebrate Shabbat to remind us that
Hashem chose us to be His nation.

Finally, we close the Kiddush with the
bracha mawn wipn N NNX 3. Blessed is
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Hashem who sanctifies the Shabbat. In this —
one act of Kiddush, we have succeeded in P AS
recognizing that Hashem is the Creator of the !

world, understanding that He continues to Concierge
be actively involved in our lives, and appre-
ciating that He has specifically chosen us to
be this nation. It's no wonder the Kiddush is g— -
held in such high regard, ushering in a special ” | _.-- ::
sense of kedusha no matter where one is, be it \ '&’* !
Lebanon, Azza, or in the comforts of home. m Book with Conﬁdence’ and experience personahzed
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Chazanaf, Classics, Br By y andmare Gordsin JvigaiTal

Proceeds to The Emunah
centres for Trauma
Counselling

SHAI ABRAMSON SIMON COHEN

Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra Hallelu Men and Boys' Choir Conductor Shalom Kinori
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OFIR SOBOL 17th Adar Il 27th MARCH | 19:30 | ckets: WWW.ISo.co.i . 1-700-70-
CONDUCTOR Henry Crown Auditorium Jerusalem Theatre Tickets: www.jso.co.l | Tel: 1:700-70:4000
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A Heart Bursting with Love

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s
house... or whatever belongs to your neigh-
bor” (Exodus 20:14).1 Of the Ten Command-
ments, this final one may be the hardest to
fathom. How can God command man not
to experience an emotion that overtakes us
naturally, seemingly of its own accord?

The medieval commentator Ibn Ezra
contended that we can in fact
control it, because this emotion
is grounded in logical percep-
tion. He offered the following
parable. No peasant in his
right mind ever thinks he will
marry the princess. Since the
commoner knows beyond a
shadow of a doubt that he will
never be admitted to the aristocracy, he
does not even covet the princess. She is the
very definition of out of his league. Ibn Ezra
explained that this is the mindset mandated
by the tenth commandment. Everything we
acquire in life comes from God; whatever
others might have has been apportioned to
them by God and is not within the realm of
possibility for us. One who has proper faith
recognizes this and consequently is not
beset by feelings of envy.?

1. In some texts the verse is 13, depending on
how the verses of the Decalogue are parsed
and numbered.

2. Tbn Ezra on Exodus 20:13 (long commentary).
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Rabbi Pinchas Eliyahu Horowitz
approached this problem differently. He
pointed out that we are enjoined to love
God with “all of our heart” (Deuteronomy
6:5). The “all” here instructs us that to ful-
fill this mitzvah, the only thing we must
have in our heart is love for God. And “if
one’s heart is overflowing with love of God,
then it is impossible to covet
anything in this world... It is
like a brimming cup to which
not a drop can be added.”

This is not some theoretical
y construct. These words were

* lived by Rav Avraham Yitzchak
' Hakohen Kook. In his poetic,
mystical reflections, we dis-
cover a man in whom love for God, for his
fellow man, and for the world, takes up so
much space so as to leave not even a toe-
hold for envy:

I love everything. I cannot but love every
person, every nation. From the depths of
my heart I desire the resplendence of every-
thing, the rectification of everything... I have
no need whatsoever to force this feeling of
love—it wells directly from the holy depth of
Wisdom of the divine soul.*

We can overcome feelings of jealousy or

3. Sefer Berit ha-Shalem quoted by Ha-Ketav ve-
ha-Kabalah on Exodus 20:14.
4. Arpilei Tohar, §76.



begrudging others their good fortune by
filling our hearts with boundless love. Then,
we will naturally rejoice at their success
without thoughts of comparison intruding.
Covetousness will find no spot in our hearts
to take root and produce its fetid flowers.

The final utterance of the Decalogue
communicates the divine conviction that
man can transcend his selfishness and pet-
tiness that all too often begets conflict. Rav
Kook taught that with the Jewish people
in particular, this love can be more read-
ily accessed. While the members of other
nations share an external identity, the Jew-
ish people share an internal, metaphysical
identity, because every individual Jewish
soul is a piece of one greater, universal
soul.’ When we are mindful of this, we are
more likely to desire only good and happi-
ness for our fellow Jew.

Rav Kook’s love for fellow Jews, his aha-
vat Yisra’el, was not confined to the private
stirrings of his spirit recorded in his note-
books. His extraordinary love of other
Jews was legendary. One of Rav KooK’s
closest colleagues and beloved friends was
Rabbi Aryeh Levin, “the Tzaddik of Jeru-
salem.” Living in Jerusalem at the same
time was a man who was vocally critical
of Rav Kook and Rabbi Levin. One day this
man became very ill and was brought to
the local hospital. On hearing the news,
Rabbi Levin rushed, as was his practice,
to the hospital to visit the new patient.
The patient was astonished to see the good
rabbi at his bedside. “Rabbi Aryeh, you
must know how I have attacked you and
your rabbi over your deeds and practices.
I cannot help but ask: From where do you

5. Orot Yisra’el, 2:3.

draw the strength to visit this patient and
be so forgiving?” The Tzaddik of Jerusalem
responded, “From that very same rabbi
whom you oppose and have attacked,
have I learned unconditional love.” He was
referring, of course, to Rav Kook.®

The Chassidic master Rebbe Chanoch
Henoch Levin of Aleksander once drew
attention to the fact that in Ihn Ezra’s par-
able the poor villager stands for the Jew
who is supposed to be satisfied with his
lot and accepting of his station. The Rebbe
adamantly asked, “Why compare the Jew
to the peasant; after all, is not every Jew a
child of the King? We should envision our-
selves as the princess!”7 To be part of the
royalty requires regal comportment with
dignity, grace, and generosity.

When our hearts overflow with warmth
and affection for others, there is no room
for small-mindedness or pettiness. What
is more, we seek everyone’s good fortune,
and even cheer them on in their achieve-
ments. Let us observe the tenth command-
ment by not only being satisfied with our
own God-given lot, but by being happy
about what those around us have as well. m

6. See Dadon, Sichat Avot, 102-103.
7. See Si’ach Sarfei Kodesh ha-Chadash, 1:76,
S.V. Tmnn XY,

Rabbi Goldscheider is the author of the newly
published book ‘Torah United’ (OU Press), featuring
divrei Torah on the weekly parasha from Rav Kook,
Rabbi Solovetichik, and the Chassidic Masters.
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Strengthening Olim in Times of Crisis

Nefesh B'Nefesh is staying focused on its responsibilities and
unique capabilities committing our efforts to three main areas:
Relief for Olim in distress, support for our Lone Soldiers and

their families, and recruitment and coordination of volunteer
physicians to bolster Israel’s national health care system.
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HOLY SITES IN ISRAEL

SHOSHANA JUDELMAN

Mikveh
Am Yisrael

The other day I had an unexpected open-
ing in my schedule, so I drove to a tzaddik’s
kever hoping to tap into the holiness of the
place for some much-needed inspiration.

And the kever was beautiful and mean-
ingful, but what really moved me were the
holy women I was standing amongst: the girl
in jeans reading the whole book of Tehillim;
the lady in sweatpants swaying next to me in
silent prayer, tears pouring down her face;
the expectant mother gesturing with her
hands while she silently spoke to Hashem;
the old woman who pushed her walker as
close as possible and then fell upon the kever
with broken-hearted pleas- I couldn’t under-
stand the language that she was speaking,
but I could understand her tears.

Chassidus teaches that every concept in
Torah is embodied in three dimensions:
space, time, and people.

Eretz Yisrael is the holiest of lands and is
filled with places to tap into that sanctity.

Shabbos is the holiest of times and every
week we are given the opportunity to
recharge through its exalted energy.

And Am Yisrael are the holiest of people.

But we often forget or don’t connect to
that incredible force of strength.

When we open our hearts to the reality
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of Am Yisrael as a source of inspiration, the
places become secondary to the people.
And every gathering has the potential to
change the world.

At a shiva house last week, the courage
and pride of the bereaved father speaking
words in tribute to his fallen son empowered
everyone in the room. His determination
and sense of purpose galvanizes us to invest
our own actions with greater intention.

At a concert, the emotion behind our col-
lective singing turned each song into a tefillah
that soared upwards to shake the Heavens
with our shared pain and enormous hope.

Every video and picture shared in groups
and online captures these holy moments, acts
of courage, love and chessed: the fathers and
sons returning home to the hugs of their fam-
ilies; the chayalim on base dancing, singing or
just finding ways to look for the good in each
other; the notes left by chayalim thanking the
owners/proprietors of whatever apartment or
public space they have lived in for the past 3
months, and the (seemingly) endless BBQ’s.

And on the homefront: the army of cooks
and bakers trying to fill in meals for fam-
ilies whose husband/father is serving; the
efforts on behalf of evacuated families; the
Tehillim groups and the hundreds of sto-
ries of people competing to pay for meals
and groceries for chayalim.

A story is told that when the Rebbe of Kossov
was dancing with his Chassidim, he would
dip his head down into the circle. When the
Chassidim asked why, he responded that he



was immersing in a mikvah. The pasuk says,
“Mikveh Yisrael Hashem,” (Yirmiyahu 17:13)
and can be interpreted various ways, including
that Am Yisrael are, themselves, like a mikvah.
Being surrounded by holy Jewish souls can
transform a person spiritually.

May we be blessed to open our eyes and see
that the inspiration for moving forward is you.

Us.

Am Yisrael.

Shoshana teaches Chassidus for the Shirat David
Community in Efrat as well as in Jerusalem for
Midreshet Rachel v'Chaya. She is a guide in Poland
with JRoots and co-leads inspirational trips to
Ukraine and around Eretz Yisroel. Shoshana has
also been a guide at Yad Vashem since 2014.

LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
« No longer want?
« No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?

I can guarantee that if you qualify with the
underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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ISRAEL'S REAL ESTATE
MATCHMAKER

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THE
RETURN OF OUR HOSTAGES AND
THE SAFETY OF OUR SOLDIERS

CARMEI GAT

Growing anglo community

Modern 3-5 bedroom apartments
Spacious cottages

Luxury penthouses

Scenic landscapes, peaceful setting
Private gardens

Select buildings with high-end

gyms

Advanced smart home features
Near parks, Shuls and sports
facilities

Parking & storage

Near Highway 6

Apartments: From 1.74 million NIS
Cottages: From 4.6 million NIS

LET YOUR JOURNEY HOME
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+972 54 441 5704 ©
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by
Netanel Epstein

l 5 RAE l_ Har Sinai Farmiands, Susya wwve netbateps com

| DO ALL THE QUESTIONS HEAVEN FORBID,
DADDY, CAM | ASK | ASK YOU ALL THE TIME... - MY PRECIOUS BOY, WHY
YOU SOMETHING? 00 THEY ANNOY YOU? | ON EARTH WOULD
o a 17 . 5 YOU THINK THATT!

A Theme: SO0 L1300 M N
THE Y FILES Them ; , 1370 L

LAY EROSHBLAYAM)

£ 5]

WELL, BECAUSE SOMETIMES WHEN | ASK YOU
REALLY REALLY IMPORTANT THINGS, YOU KIND OF
LOOK AWAY AND CHANGE THE SUBJECT... OR YOU |

GIVE ME ANSWERS THAT SDUND A BIT....  /
FUNNY...

OBIECTION, YOUR HONOUR!
| WOULD NEVER DREAM 0F
BELITTLING A JEWISH CHILD'S

THIRST FOR KNOWLEDGE WITH
UNSATISFACTORY ANSWERS!

( S0... WHEH | ASKED YOU WHERE
BABY OCTOPUSES COME FROM,

BUT... BUT ANY OTHER TIME,
WHEN 1’M HOT 50 DISTRACTED,

1'M MORE THAN DELIGHTED T0..
YOU SORT OF ROLLED YOUR EYES

AND SAID... "RA'ANANA..."

WHEN DID | EVER...?

8 i
4 YES, WELL, YOU HAVE TO UNDERSTAND THAT
WHEN IT"5 TWO MINUTES TO SHABBAT, AND I'VE GOT
ONE FOOT IN SHOWER AND ANOTHER FOOT IN A BUCKET OF
FLOOR-WASH, AND I'M TRYING TO BATTLE WITH SEVERAL
MUTIHOUS TIME SWITCHES...
I"M NOT QUITE AS FOCUSED AS I°D LIKE TO BE...

0K, AND WHEN | ASKED YOU
IF THERE REALLY IS A
TOOTH FAIRY...

...AND YOU SUDDENLY
POINTED INTO THE DISTANCE

[— I
SEE, MOUNT SINAI I5 THE PLACE WHERE

AND WHEN | CAME BACK FROM GAN,
WE SWORE ETERNAL LOYALTY TO G-D,

SINGING

AND CRIED "WHAT PRECIOUS GIFT TD G-D BY ACCEPTING HIS TORAH,
“OM, LOOK, & CLOWDY GIWE US O MAR SIWAL", HIS DEEPEST WILL, HIS GLORIOUS
Y, DOESH'T THAT 15T AND YOU THOUGHT | WAS ASKING MASTER-PLAN FOR LIFE ITSELF AND
LOOK LIKE A MAR OF YOU, AND YOU SAID: FOR HIS UNIVERSE...

VEHEZUELAY” GOAT’S CHEESE?!

P AH. WELL... ERM... I...
I'M GLAD YOU ASKED ME THAT, SUNBEAM,
SIT DOWN AND ILL TELL YOU!

[ WELL... ERM... THAT
WAS, PERHAPS... LESS
COMMENDABLE, BUT...

YES, DADDY, BUT WHERE DOES THE
GOAT'S CHEESE COME IN?




BUT THEN THE HUSBﬁ;Ii?
YAIR HAR-SINAI WAS

WELL: THE HAR-SIHAY FARMLAKDS OF SUSYA,
SOUTHERN CHEVRON HILLS,

...A DREAM TO CREATE A PLACE WITHIN THIS
WHIRLWIND WORLD OF MODERN TECHNOLDGY

ARE A LIVING EXAMPLE OF THAT DEVOTION MURDERED BY ARAB WHERE PEOPLE L\E THE PURE,
T0 G-0°S WILL, HIS LAND, wHTE:ﬁUET\?E{wI NATURAL
AND HIS COMMANDMENTS! TH THE FLOCK LIFESTYLE THAT THE TORAH
do DESCRIBES AS UTOPIC.

£ HIS WIFE, DALYA,

HAS BEEN KEEPING
THEIR JOINT DREAM
ALIVE EVER SINCE...

IT STARTED WITH A COUPLE,

DALYA AND YAIR HAR-SINAI FOUNDED
THEIR ORGANIC FARM OVER 30 YEARS AGO,
ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE JUDEAN DESERT.

THEY BASE THEIR WORK ON THE BLESSING
“HWHD YOU SHALL GATHER YOUR GRAWM, YOUR O,
AND YOUR WIHE... AHD YOUR LIVESTOLR." _~

THEY GROW THEIR OWH VINEYARD
AND OLIVES.

GRAIN - THEY GROW THEIR OWN
UNIQUE TYPE OF WHEAT,
SPELT, RYE AND TEFF...

WHICH THEY GRIND INTO THEIR SPECIALY

“SHIRAT HA-DAGAN" ORGANIC FLOUR,
USING TRADITIOMAL GRIND-STOMES...

OH... 50... WHEN YOU SAID “GOAT"
CHEESE FROM SINAI™... YOU MEANT..

I... | PROBABLY MEANT THAT
G-D'5 TORAH,

AND OUR LOYALTY TO HIM
LIVE THROUGH US, THE PEOPLE
OF ISRAEL, AND IT BRANCHES
OUT IN ALL OF US, IN A MILLION
DIFFERENT WAYS...

THEY MAKE THEIR OWN ORGANIC

AND OF COURSE, HERD SHEEP FOR WOOL

AND MEAT, AND GOATS FOR MILKING. "

ONE OF THE MANY WORKSHOPS THEY
OFFER IS MAKING BREAD FROM GRAIN
T0 PITA, USING THOSE GRING-STONES...

”"..ONE OF WHICH 1S THE DEVOUT AND N
DEVOTED FARMWORK OF THE HAR =5INAIS,
EXEMPLIFIED, IN THEIR CHEESE, T00...

ﬁ
§0... YOU DOW'T LOOK, HARREL, | KNOW I'M .50 WHERE DD
REALLY TRY AVOIDING/ OF CODOOOURSE NOT, SOMETIMES BUSY OR BABY OCTUPUSES
MY QUESTIONS? DEAR BOY! DISTRACTED, BUT NEVER THINK REALLY
1.1 TREASURE YOUR QuesTions: )| | THAT! DON'T WANT TO ANSWER
- YOUR QUESTIONS! , (OME FROM? ,

WE'LL FIND A GOOD TIME, LIKE
HOW, AND WE'LL SIT DOWN, AND
ADDRESS EVERYTHING

T TO KNOW...
YOU WANT TO KNOW

ALRIGHT, KIDDO?

PLUS, THE TRUE GIFT WE RECEIVED AT MOUNT SINAI -
THE TORAH - CAN ONLY REALLY BE ACQUIRED THROUGH
ASKING QUESTIONS! WITH REVERENCE, OBVIOUSLY,
BUT ALSO WITH PURE CURIOSITY! YOU ASK AWAY, SON!
-
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Keeping Boundaries
02 Y002 1n¥R3 ¥ 102 Ny D7 10YN
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"You shall set bounds for the people round-
about, saying, ‘Beware of going up the moun-
tain or touching the border of it. Whoever
touches the mountain shall be put to death”

This is a very interesting Pasuk, how
come Hashem is setting physical boundar-
ies for us around Har Sinai?

The Malbim brings in a Ywn to help us
understand this. Four people went to an
orchard. One climbed the mountain and
got hurt, and one died because he could not
handle the strong, bright light of the sun.

Thewn uses an example of someone enter-
ing an orchid with intense light — suggesting
that just as our eyes can’t handle too much
light, our minds have limits in understanding
things that are too high or deep, especially
complex things when it comes to Hashem.

Hashem sets physical boundaries around
Har Sinai because, even though the people
are about to receive the Torah and experi-
ence His presence, they cannot come too
close. This boundary represents the need
for a clear distinction between our phys-
ical and spiritual connection to Hashem.
It teaches us that we may not always
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comprehend His ways, and there are limits
to our understanding. Trying to go beyond
these limits, symbolized by touching the
mountain, can have serious consequences,
emphasizing the importance of humility
and recognizing our human limitations.

The physical boundary established by
Hashem serves as a lesson about the spiritual
boundaries we must set for ourselves. The strong
warning that “whoever touches the mountain
shall surely die” underscores the potential con-
fusion and negative outcomes that may arise
from trying to exceed our limits in understand-
ing God’'s ways. It emphasizes the necessity
of respecting those boundaries to maintain a
healthy and humble relationship with Hashem.

Gershy Schwartz
11th Grade
Rechovot

What We Learn From Yitro

In Parshat Yitro, we encounter the monu-
mental moment when the Israelites receive
the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai.
Yitro, Moses’ father-in-law, plays a crucial
role by advising Moses on how to delegate
leadership responsibilities. This highlights
the significance of collaboration and shared
responsibility within a community.

The commandments themselves serve
as a moral compass, guiding individuals
toward righteous living. The principles
conveyed, such as honoring one’s parents
and refraining from theft, transcend time



and cultural boundaries, offering universal
ethical guidelines. Parshat Yitro teaches us
that a just society is built on the foundation
of ethical behavior and mutual respect.
Yitro’s counsel to Moses underscores the
importance of effective leadership and the
delegation of tasks. This is a valuable lesson for
us as teenagers preparing to assume greater
responsibilities. Just as Moses couldn’t bear
the burden alone, we too must learn the art of
collaboration and teamwork, recognizing that
shared efforts lead to collective success.
Furthermore, the divine revelation at Sinai
reminds us of the need for spiritual connec-
tion. In our fast-paced busy lives, it’s crucial
to carve out moments for connection with
something greater than ourselves. Parshat
Yitro encourages us to find balance, not only
in our communal responsibilities but also in
our personal and spiritual lives. m

Choose from
a variety of
curtains &
blinds in the

comfort of
your home

e Curtains & draperies

e Designer curtains

¢ Venetian & Woven wood blinds

e Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman &
Pleated shades

& Amazinng Drages are (b wie
Call Joe Stepsky for a free consultation  mpeser of Ashiey wide i sl

www.ashleywilde.co.il

Functional
Medicine Clinic_
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Oriented

N
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Holistic
Approach

Patient
Centered

Focus on
Underlying

Dr. Barry Dinner MBBCH, ABAARM
is a highly experienced physician
with a fellowship in functional
and anti-aging medicine.

OUR SPECIALTIES
PCOS & PMS - Hormone Balance
Thyroid Issues - Chronic Fatigue
Autoimmune Disorders - Gl Issues
Fibromyalgia - IBS - Cardiac Disease
GERD & Acid Reflux - Brain Health

Deyoung

MAINTAIN YOUR YOUTH
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT BEYOUNG.LIFE
& US:+718.838.1509 I1L:02.622.8674

& info@beyoungclinics.com
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b/\ Flyl.ng Soon? llA‘
Travel with Confidence ‘===J
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance QW
at great prices Choose from multiple options

lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

MAXIEBOX

Storage

Your place for extra space

053-7272-815

HELPING THE i)
HOME FRONT B
ASSISTING YESH EZRA
THE NEEDY

THIS WEEK: Collecting for

privately-sourced treatment
essential for a person suffering
from anxiety and paranoia

See What We Do

www.Yeshezra.org
Bank transfer: Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843
(Send Asmachta for tax receipt)
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card: Sara —077-820-0196.
Sun/Mon/Wed (10:15am-2.45 pm)
Inquiries: Menachem Persoff
050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com

Real Life Rescues ETEFERS

1221

Cycle of Lifesaving: Rabbi Donates
Defibrillator to Commemorate

Anniversary of Double Rescue

A year ago, on a wintery Shabbos day, Rabbi B.
suffered a cardiac arrest in his house in Beitar llit.
His son urgently alerted emergency services and
began to administer CPR.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Yaakov Wallach
was davening at a shul across the street when he
received a notification on his communications
device. He quickly responded, ran across the street,
and arrived at the scene in under 90 seconds.
Finding the patient not breathing and without
a pulse, Wallach attached a defibrillator and
administered an electric shock. Shortly afterward,
United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Elkana Broyer
arrived at the scene and assisted Wallach with
resuscitation efforts until the patient regained a
pulse. Rabbi B. was transported to the hospital for
further care and released a few days later.

Two weeks later, on Friday night, Rabbi B. suffered a
second cardiac arrest. This time, Broyer was the first
to arrive at the scene. He attached a defibrillator
and administered three electric shocks, after which
Rabbi B. regained consciousness and was again
transported to the hospital. Thankfully, despite
suffering from multiple cardiac arrests within a
short period, Rabbi B. made a full recovery. He is
alive today due to the quick response of the United
Hatzalah EMTs who revived him.

Last week, a ceremony was held at the Beitar llit
United Hatzalah volunteer center. During the event,
deputy branch head Yossi Reinitz unveiled a brand
new defibrillator that was generously donated to
the branch. The donor was none other than Rabbi
B., who chose to commemorate the anniversary of
his double miracle by donating this vital piece of
equipment to help save additional lives.

“This defibrillator is donated on 13 Shevat, the
anniversary of my first cardiac arrest”, said Rabbi
B. at the ceremony. “It is being donated in honor
of the dear United Hatzalah volunteers who helped
save my life and for the merit of continued health
and success of my family members.”
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SYITZCHAK MEIR
HELFGOT

February 5, 2024 '
Concert 1 Monday, QZYShevat 5784

Buy Tickets at: www.tickchack.co.il [ =«
For details and to order: Yuval: 03-579-9550, 03-570-7479 | = 058-570-7479 | www.yuval.orgil
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RAMADA

BY WYNDHAM

JERUSALEM

This year treat yourself
AND

your family

wdlsiag

Pesach at the Ramada Jerusalem... because you deserve it!

Spacious & airy rooms, family oriented | Heated indoor pool and fitness center
Cultural programs | Lectures | Quality entertainment for the entire family

Highest standard of kashruth: Jerusalem Rabbinate Mehadrin | OU Glatt
Shmitta 'Chumra | Non-gebrochts | No Kitnoyot | Sumptuous festive meals

For reservations: 972-2-6599950 | www.jerusalemramadahotel.com | reservations@ramadajerusalem.com




