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Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD

Parenting Our 
Adult-Children

As parents, we often think that as time 
goes on, our acquired experience ought 
to make parenting simpler.  But what 
many parents find is that as their child 
gets older, the challenges of parenting 
become more complex.  One aspect of 
this complexity that many parents raise 
is the shifting relationship with their 
child as the child grows through adoles-
cence into early adulthood.  During this 
time, the child is clearly going through 
an array of transitions, both externally 
and internally.  As a result, the relation-
ship between the child and his parents 
is changing, and parents may struggle as 
they navigate this shift.    

Most parents understand that for a 
younger child, instruction, guidance, and 
oversight are intrinsic to their roles as par-
ents.  Parents also know that just because 
they utter “Baruch she’petarani“ that does 
not mean the end of their responsibili-
ties toward their child.  However, most 
parents recognize that at a certain point, 
their child becomes an adult, and as such, 
he is now responsible for himself and 
his own decisions.  Ideally, the child and 
his parents form what we might call an 
“adult relationship.”  The challenge that 
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many parents face is figuring out how to 
successfully adapt their relationship with 
a younger child into an adult relationship 
with an adult child.  

One reason this transition period is 
confusing is that the duration of the shift 
to adulthood, for many people, is not uni-
form and may stretch over many years.  
The traditional Western value, even if 
it was never reality for many people, is 
that a person turns 18 and becomes fully 
responsible for himself.  He starts to earn 
some money, lives on his own, pays his own 
way, and looks to get married, all in fairly 
short order. All of these lifecycle milestones 
would indicate that the child has become 
an adult.   

But in today’s world, and especially in 
frum communities, the markers of adult-
hood are far less clear.  Young adults are 
typically not able to pay their own way, due 
to some combination of advanced Torah 
study, attending college or university, and 
a higher cost of living. There is also an 
emphasis on marriage, such that young 
men and women marry and have children 
years before they are able to financially 
support their young family.  This compli-
cated reality can make it difficult to figure 
out the contours of an adult relationship 
between parents and their child.     

The slow march toward independence 
means that there are not clear demar-
cations for where the child exists in his 
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Motzei Shabbat, we sat and talked, catch-
ing up on his life, and him catching up 
for hours. It was unbelievable to talk to a 
man who we last spoke to when we were 
in 12th grade, over thirty years ago. It was 
before our professions, marriages, kids, 

some of us grand-
kids. But we recon-
nected so strongly. 
We also had deep 
conversations about 
chinuch and the 
challenges of the gen-
eration. Hearing his 
unique perspective 

after teaching for so many decades was 
incredibly important to us.

I remember thinking how appropriate 
it was to have this experience during the 
story of Moshe Rabbeinu and the plagues, 
where there is a certain emphasis on 
hakarat hatov, recognition of the good oth-
ers have done for us. As Rashi points out 
(on Shemot 7:19), Moshe Rabbeinu did not 
strike the Nile to fill it with blood or to pro-
duce the frogs, as he was saved by the Nile 
and showed it hakarat hatov. Similarly, he 
did not strike the ground to produce the 
lice, because the ground had helped hide 

who were sitting shiva in Merkaz Shapira. 
It was myself, Rabbi Avraham Nativ, Gidon 
Sherman, Yorai Segev, Rabbi Yaakov Abuch-
but, and Tzvi Zeltzer.

There were so many beautiful things we saw 
when we arrived. First, the place was packed. 
Rabbi Dvir clearly had 
such a strong impact 
on so many after being 
a teacher for several 
decades. The family, 
particularly Rabbi 
Dvir’s son, asked us for 
any stories we could 
share because they felt 
the perspective of his students was so unique, 
and we told them story after story.

When walking out of the shiva house, we 
all looked at each other and said collectively, 
we should go visit Rav Yassi. He lived just 
a house over. It was late on a Motzei Shab-
bat, but we decided to be Israeli and knock 
on the door anyway, just to say hi, maybe a 
thank you for influencing us so positively 
way back when. I also thought, maybe now 
is a good time to tell him that I wrote about 
him in the Torah Tidbits, and show him the 
article which I hadn’t done yet. 

So we knocked on the door. Rav Yassi 
opened the door, and saw us standing there, 
this group of his students from dozens of years 
prior. He looked at me and pointed: “Ber-
man, right?” I said, “Absolutely.” He looked at 
another former student: “Nativ!” “Yes, that’s 
me.” He never lost a beat. He continued, “I was 
about to tell you the shiva is next door, but I 
started to think that you might actually be here 
for me!” We said we were indeed here for him.

He welcomed us into his home, and we 
began to reminisce. For two hours on a 

their life, everyone always had a short list 
of three, four, maybe five teachers who had 
such a major impact on them as described 
above. This makes sense. It doesn’t matter if 
every teacher they had was excellent. Some 
always just stand above the pack.

I had a teacher like this once. His name is 
Rav David Yassi, and he was my Rav for 11th 
and 12th grade. He had an enormous influ-
ence on my life and is one of the reasons 
that my wife and I decided to go on sheli-
chut, to work for NCSY in Vancouver, which 
paved the road to where I am today in the 
OU family. Several months ago, I decided 
to write about him in Torah Tidbits. After 
writing it, I said to myself, “Avi, you need 
to make sure to get him a copy. He should 
know how much of an impact he had on 
you.” Of course, life got busy, and I didn’t 
get a chance to do it, then so much time 
passed that it started to feel too late to give 
it to him so I let it slide.

Last week, I was informed that a different 
Rav of mine from high school, my 9th grade 
rebbe, Rabbi Meshulem Dvir, passed away. 
Rabbi Dvir had multiple sclerosis for close 
to forty years, but it never stopped him from 
being active. He was an inspiration, and it 
was important for me to be menachem avel 
and visit his family in mourning.

This past Motzei Shabbat, I spoke to an 
old classmate friend, and we agreed to go 
together. Another four classmates joined, 
and suddenly we were a group of six going to 
be menachem avel Rabbi Dvir’s wife and son 

When asked to meet with the young advi-
sors in our many programs, such as Camp 
Dror counselors, NCSY advisors, OU Youth 
Center advisors, Zula advisors - people going 
into chinuch - I always ask them a simple, 
yet powerful, question: How many teach-
ers do you think you’ve had in your entire 
life? Depending on the age of the people I’m 
talking to, the answers for college students 
could be over a hundred, while for 10th 
and 11th graders, a few dozen. The reason 
this calculation is so important is that I can 
then turn to them and say, “Look how many 
people invested in you, and who spent their 
time teaching you, guiding you. Let us take 
a moment and give thanks to our teachers.” 
It’s an inspiring moment for everyone, 
because my audience is full of future edu-
cators. Through this exercise, they come to 
realize that they might be counted among 
those dozens and hundreds of influences on 
the lives of their students and campers.

Then, I ask them an even deeper ques-
tion. “While I’m sure every one of your 
teachers has impacted you, I want you to 
try to count how many of your teachers 
stand out as having a major impact on 
your life and who you are as a person, 
above and beyond the rest. How many of 
them go down in your mind as the ‘Wow’ 
teachers? The teachers you connected to 
on a deep level, want to emulate and con-
tinue to look up to.” 

Whether they initially came up with 70 or 
120 teachers who taught them throughout 

לעילוי נשמת
 Our beloved husband, father,  

grandfather and great grandfather
Rabbi Lipman Z. Rabinowitz z”l

 הרב חיים ליפמן זאב  
בן אבא שמואל ולאה ז”ל

On the occasion of his  
15th yahrzeit - ט”ו בשבט

Renee Rabinowitz
Rabinowitz and Adams Families
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the slain Egyptian (Rashi on Shemot 8:12). 
It felt fitting that we were here, thanking Rav 

Yassi, for all that he had done for us, during 
this time. Unfortunately, for Rav Dvir zt"l, we 
only thanked him to his family after he passed 
away. But here, we were Baruch Hashem able 
to thank and show our gratitude to Rav Yassi 
while he was still alive and well. We were able 
to thank Rav Yassi’s wife for all the years she 
dedicated to Rav Yassi’s career, having students 
over for Shabbat dinner or just to visit, making 
delicious food - her cookies and cakes espe-
cially - that we warmly remembered. It’s one 
thing to thank someone at the time, but coming 
thirty-three years later and saying how much 
you remember and how much you appreci-
ated it and continue to appreciate it was very 
special for us.

One of the most impactful things he said 
to us that night is how while most teachers 
experience burnout and begin to coast, he 
decided to retire before he started to feel 
that way. He said that he wanted to make 
sure that he had the same energy and 
enthusiasm on his last day of teaching that 
he had on his first. Therefore, he retired 
after 35 years of teaching, well before the 
retirement age in Israel. He wanted to 
leave at the peak of his career, not at the 
low point of it. He said that he knew that 
teaching is taking care of the future gen-
eration of Klal Yisrael. How could he face 
himself in the mirror if he knew he could 
not give them his all?

I think that philosophy is what made him 
such an incredible teacher and role model. 
It was never truly a career for him. It was 
always a life mission, and he believed that 
mission was to guide the next generation 
and to lead us to fulfill our potential. We 

gave name after name of former students 
of his, and we realized there were leaders 
today in all sorts of areas, contributing 
significantly to the State of Israel and to 
the Jewish people, some as senior officers 
in the IDF currently fighting in Gaza. We 
knew it was all because of him.

At some point in the conversation, Rav 
Yassi turned to me. “Berman! You tried to 
make me famous!” I had no idea what he 
meant. He said, “I saw what you wrote about 
me in your English parsha pages!” He didn’t 
know the name of the Torah Tidbits since 
he doesn't speak English, but as it turns out 
some of his neighbors who do speak English 
had shown him what I wrote about him 
several months ago. I told him how much I 
had wanted to bring it to him, so I was glad 
others did it instead. But also I told him I 
hope he knew every word I wrote about him 
was true, and how much of an impact on my 
life he had. Not only was I grateful for Rabbi 
Yassi, I was grateful for the opportunity to tell 
him personally so many years later. 

Moshe Rabbeinu taught us in these past 
few parshiyot how far the sense of hakarat 
hatov goes. I hope that each and every one of 
us takes the time to call someone who had a 
big impact on us and tell them how we feel, 
how much we appreciate them, how they 
invested so much in us, and that we thank 
them. It is an incredible feeling to be appre-
ciated, but it’s also a special feeling to be able 
to say thanks as well. I highly recommend it!

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

May the learning  
in this week’s Torah Tidbits  

be in memory of  
EVELYN SUGAR a”h

חוה יהודית בת יצחק יוסף ע”ה
on her 1st yahrzeit 
the 10th of Shevat
Bracha Goldman

and Ellen Waldman and families

In loving memory  
of our mother

חיה בת מרדכי ושרה ע”ה
Claire Haia Birnbaum a”h

on her 5th yahrzeit
ז’ שבט

She emigrated from Vienna  
in 1938 and lived in Haifa  
until 1952, participating in  
the 1948 War of Liberation.  

Though she lived in America,  
she always remained an Israeli.

She is remembered by
her children, grandchildren

and great grandchildren  
who have returned to live in Israel  

and by those not yet Israeli
Shelley and Philip Stein and family

A Personal 
Covenant

“In each and every generation one is obli-
gated to view themselves as if they left Egypt.” 

The obligation to experience the Exodus 
anew defines how the Pesach Seder is 
conducted. The story is told chronologi-
cally, “beginning with the humiliation and 
ending with the glory.” We eat the bitter 
herbs of slavery and drink the four cups of 
liberation. We feel the tension and then the 
release, spontaneously bursting into the 
songs of Hallel, not a song for the past, but 
the song of the present sung by those who 
have just experienced G-d’s grace.

The need to personally experience and 
commit is one that is inherent in the story 
of the Exodus. While in Parshat Shemot 
(2:24, 3:16-17) the initiation of the process 
of redemption is attributed to the covenant 
that Hashem had made with Avraham, 

Yitzchak and Yaakov, its ultimate climax 
is reached in our Parsha (ch. 12) via the 
direct commitment of the Jews of Egypt as 
expressed in the Pesach offering. After the 
first nine plagues - known from the outset 
to be futile in gaining our freedom (4:21-
23), the time for redemption was at hand. 
At that point we could no longer be passive 
witnesses to Hashem’s miracles. Hashem 
was about to take us as His own. And that 
would only happen if we moved from 
being Avraham’s grandchildren to becom-
ing personal partners with Hashem. 

And so, Hashem instructed us to bring the 
Pesach offering. This was to be a Korban dif-
ferent from all others. Its sacrifice was not 
simply a method of serving Hashem; it was 
a covenantal act. Without it we would not 
be distinguishable from our Egyptian neigh-
bors and would not be redeemed, despite 
our Avrahamic pedigree. Yet this covenant 
did not stand alone; only those who had 
been circumcised - who had entered the 
covenant of Avraham - could participate.

Two covenants: The covenant of Avraham 
- administered by the father to his infant 
son – symbolizing the critical foundation of 
our relationship to Hashem, a product of 
our heritage. And the covenant of Pesach, 
a Mitzvah unique in the sense that it is lim-
ited to the personally committed Jew, as our 
Sages (see Rashi to 12:43) teach us, “anyone 
whose actions are foreign to their Father in 
Heaven may not eat of the Korban Pesach.” 
Here we move from the inherited to the 

earned, leading us to turn painfully to the 
rebellious son of the Hagaddah and tell him, 
“Because of this - because of the Korban 
Pesach - Hashem acted for me when I left 
Egypt.” To be redeemed, to be a part of the 
ultimate Jewish destiny, we must not rely 
on pedigree alone. We need to step into our 
own covenant with G-d.

Pesach, the festival that marks the 
beginning of our national history, is also a 
festival that disregards history. Suddenly 
everything depends on the present. A 
present built solidly on the past, to be sure, 
but one that cannot rely on the past alone 
to survive. On this night we must all view 
ourselves as if we left Egypt. We cannot 
satisfy ourselves with the glory of our past; 
we must move to make ourselves a living 
part of that history. It is our turn to make 
our own covenant. 
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month take a lamb for the family, guard it until 
the 14th, the entire Jewish people shall offer it, 
consume it at night roasted with matzah and 
maror, with your staff in your hand, shoes on 
your feet. Meanwhile I will smite all first born 
at midnight. This day and its celebration will be 
marked eternally. 7 days eat matzah; no cha-
metz shall be eaten for 7 days.

Matzah is to be eaten on the night of the 
exodus – before midnight. But I thought 
we eat matzah because of the haste of the 
exodus? That doesn’t happen til tomorrow. 
Rav Menachem Liebtag points out that the 
seder on the night of the exodus is an anti-
Egypt dinner. Animals are sacred to Egypt 
– we roast one. And bread that rises is a 
proud Egyptian development. All bread in 
these parts is flatbread – pitas, laffa. Bread 
in fancy bread molds is Egyptian. The 
seder night in Egypt is a finger in the eye 

me. Moshe does. The wind brings the 
locusts back to the sea. Paro does not send 
the people out. The 9th plague: 3 days of 
darkness. There is light for the Jews.

The plagues are educational. They are to 
teach fundamental principles of belief in 
G-d. Moshe states that to Paro in plagues 1, 
4, and 7. So you may know that I am G-d. So 
you may know I am G-d in the midst of the 
land. So you may know that there is none as 
I. These are the 3 core ideas of belief in G-d 
that we say in the Shema – there is a G-d, He is 
ours (connected to this world) and He is One. 

In addition, the plagues rise – from water 
(blood, frogs), to land (wild animals and 
their death) and to the sky (hail, locusts, 
darkness). He rules over all.

And they can be viewed as they impact our 
life. We know that there is a delicate balance 
needed to sustain life. As science advances, 
we become even more aware. We need 
water. Our bodies fight off illnesses that can 
be deadly. We need nutrition. A tip in the bal-
ance of nature brings natural disasters. 

The plagues can be seen as if to say – this 
whole life of yours is a delicate balance. If 
it is off kilter, watch out. You are dependent 
on water – watch what happens when it 
is blood. The animal kingdom is a delicate 
balance of predators and hunted. Frogs 
gone wild wreak havoc. Lice have their 
function - unleashed make us miserable. 
Animals do not prey on people – when 
they do, chaos. Our bodies fight illness – 
disease and boils convey our vulnerability. 

PARSHAT BO
The 8th and 9th plagues occur. Before the 

10th, death of the first born, the mitzvot of 
Korban Pesach and of Matza are given. The 
first-born die. The Jews are sent out of Egypt. 
Mitzvot are given to commemorate the 
momentous event of the Exodus from Egypt.

1ST ALIYA (10:1-11)
The eighth plague: locusts. 

Moshe and Aharon come to 
Paro: locusts will swarm, eating all vegeta-
tion left from the hail. They leave. Paro’s 
advisors warn him that Egypt is heading 
to destruction. Moshe and Aharon are 
brought back. Paro says: go and serve your 
G-d. Who is going? Moshe replies: young, 
old, men, women, animals. Paro refuses: 
only men. And sends them out. 

The plagues have patterns. One pattern 
in these last plagues seems to be a reversal 
of creation. The order of creation was: day 
1, light. Day 2, heavens. Day 3, land and 
vegetation. These last plagues reverse that 
pattern: plague 8, locusts eat and destroy 
the vegetation. They swarm from the sky. 
Plague 9, darkness, no light. As if the world 
of Egypt is unraveling back to chaos.

2ND ALIYA (10:12-23)
The east wind brings in the 

locusts. They darken the earth, 
eating all vegetation. Paro quickly calls 
Moshe and Aharon: I have sinned to G-d 
your G-d. Pray to remove this death from 

Hail symbolizes the delicate balance of 
nature, that when upset can bring massive 
destruction. Our food is tenuous – locusts 
unleashed can bring life threatening fam-
ine. And darkness – light is simply indis-
pensable for our functioning.

The plagues say to us – our world is a del-
icate balance – our individual life of water, 
food and illness, the animal kingdom and its 
wondrous balance, the natural world and 
its connectedness. All of this has to be just 
right for it all to work. And that is His Hand. 
His Hidden Hand calibrates all this so we 
don’t even notice this infinite complexity. 
We moderns know this increasingly every 
day, as science uncovers even more and 
more fascinating balances. The plagues 
hammer home our vulnerability and reli-
ance on the Hidden Hand controlling it all. 

3RD ALIYA (10:24-11:3)
Paro calls Moshe: Go serve G-d, 

even your babies. Just leave the ani-
mals behind. Moshe replies: we need to take 
them – we don’t know what to offer until we 
get there. Paro: don’t ever see me again or you 
will die. G-d tells Moshe that after the next 
plague they will go free. And the Egyptians 
will equip the people with gold and silver.

Justice is a central theme of the Torah. 
The injustice of the slavery must be righted 
– hence the promise that the Egyptians will 
give gold and silver, a small righting of the 
wrong of the slavery.

4TH ALIYA (11:4-12:20)
Moshe tells Paro of the impending 

plague of the first-born. Your peo-
ple will plead with us to leave. Moshe leaves 
angrily. G-d tells him that Paro will not listen. 
Moshe and Aharon are given the instructions 
for the Korban Pesach: on the 10th of the 

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com
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will again be bought in this land.”

 Jeremiah 32:15
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of Egypt. Your sacred animals? We’ll roast 
them. And your fancy Egyptian bread? Not 
impressed – pass me the matzah.

5TH ALIYA (12:21-28)
Moshe instructs the people in the 
Pesach offering, including mark-

ing their doors with its blood. You are not 
to leave your home on that night. This holi-
day will be observed forever; when you get 
to the Land, observe it. Your children will 
ask you why; tell them because G-d passed 
over our homes. The people hearing these 
instructions bow and go and do exactly as 
G-d commanded Moshe and Aharon.

Imagine the faith necessary to follow these 
instructions. Ok, G-d has promised that the 
first-born Egyptians will be smitten on the 15th 
at midnight. And with that, we will go free. But 
for slaves to brazenly prepare to slaughter the 
sacred animals of Egypt and to roast it? It may 
not be cooked in water or in the oven – it must 
be roasted. Why must it be roasted on an open 
fire? I don’t know, I speculate, but, well, you 
can’t hide the smell of a barbecue. The whole 
neighborhood enjoys it. The Jews are com-
manded to celebrate, unashamed, on full dis-
play, burning what is sacred to the Egyptians, 
right in their faces – before they go free! 

And to magnify the confidence, the faith, 
the assurance, know that you will observe 
this forever. Before the exodus happens, 
they are planning to celebrate it forever. 
That is confidence. Faith. 

When Moshe instructs the people, they 
did exactly as G-d commanded. Wow.

6TH ALIYA (12:29-51)
At midnight, all the first-born in 

Egypt died. Paro calls Moshe and 
Aharon and orders them to leave to serve 
G-d. Quickly, so all of Egypt is not smitten. 

600,000 adult men were amongst the Jews 
who left Egypt. The dough was baked as 
matzah as they could not wait for it to rise. 
The sojourn in Egypt was 430 years. G-d 
tells Moshe and Aharon the rules of the 
Pesach offering: only circumcised slaves, not 
employees, the whole people, don’t take it 
out of the home, one rule for all the people. 

The Exodus from Egypt is a core belief: 
that G-d shapes Jewish history, with a Yad 
Chazaka and an outstretched arm. And since 
it is such a core belief, we have a bunch of 
mitzvot to keep reminding us of it. To get it 
to sink in. Because. Belief in an all-powerful 
G-d who Created the world is one thing. And 
Who gave us the Torah. But Who, in addi-
tion, is active in our history? That is hard to 
see. We live in a foggy world, where ebbs 
and flows of our history seem random. We 
had kings, then exile, then return. But then 
2,000 years of exile, with far more moments 
where the belief in a G-d active in our history 
was, well, was very difficult. Challenging. 
Culminating in the darkest eclipse of them all 
in the Shoah. G-d’s Hand in history has too 
often, in fact most often, been obscured from 
our view. Where is He leading us, how is He 
guiding us? If belief in His Hand in history 
were easy, we wouldn’t need all these exo-
dus from Egypt reminders. We have them 
because we need them.

But for us it is a bit different. We, the 
privileged generation, oh, how privileged, 
we, who have returned to our Land, we are 
truly privileged; because when we read of 
His Yad Hachazaka and His Zroa Netuya, 
His strong hand and outstretched arm – we 
can give a nod, yes, affirm, that He does 
guide our people, does intervene in our 
history. For us, He has made it easier.

7TH ALIYA (13:1-16)
G-d commands: all first-born peo-

ple and animals of the Jewish peo-
ple shall be holy to Me. Moshe tells the people: 
remember this day, for on it, G-d took you out 
of slavery with a strong Hand. When you come 
to the Land of Israel, observe this: eat matzah 
for 7 days, rid the house of chametz, tell your 
children that it is for this that G-d took us out 
of Egypt. And bind them as a sign on your arm 
and remembrance between your eyes. Every 
first-born animal is a dedicated offering. When 
your child asks what is this?, tell them that G-d 
took us out of Egypt. Bind this as a sign on your 
hand and a guide between your eyes, as G-d 
took us out with a strong hand.

The story of the Exodus mitzvot, including 
binding tefillin on our hand, our weaker arm, 
for He has the strong arm, and on our heads 
– these mitzvot work. The story of the Exodus 
from Egypt is easily the most familiar story of 
the Torah. Mitzvah reminders work. 

STATS
 

15th of 54 sedras; 3rd of 11 in Shemot.
Written on 205.67 lines in a Torah, 24th.
14 parshiot; 8 open, 6 closed.
106 pesukim - rank: 29 (7th in Shmot) tied  
with Toldot & Vayigash; but larger than each  
one, otherwise.
1655 words - ranks 21st (5th in Shemot).
6149 letters - ranks 20th (6th in Shemot).
Rise in rankings results from Bo's pesukim  
being much longer than average for the Torah 
(longest in Shemot).

MITZVOT

20 mitzvot; 9 positive, 11 prohibitions.
Last four sedras of Devarim, all of Bereishit (12 
sedras), Shemot & Va'eira have a total of 5 mitzvot 
(.8%). The other 36 sedras (2/3 of the Torah) have 
the other 608! (99.2%).
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES
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2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

Ohr Meir & Bracha - The Terror Victims Support Center 
tirelessly supports families, children and soldiers affected by terrorism. 

Through food aid, clothing, Tefillin, Tzizit,  educational support, 
mentorship, celebratory events and much more. 

Please partner with us and make a donation that we need 
so we can continue helping those in need. 

Thank you and Tizku L'Mitzvot.Thank you and Tizku L'Mitzvot.

www.omb.org.il       office@terror-victims.org.il
+972-2-5401006   718-705-7444   050-419-7775

 Come help us packedge Thursdays 8:00-9:30 a.m. 3 Yakim St. Jerusalem
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Next to Derech Beit Lechem shops &  
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stunning large garden, lots of light. 
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KIRYAT SHMUEL (SHIMONI) 
4.5 rooms, 2nd floor,  elevator, full of potential 
& light, spacious, 3 exposures, balcony, view, 

2 private parking spaces, storeroom, excellent 
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

COVENANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   
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Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
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Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

MEKOR HAIM 100 sqm 
with 3 bedrooms and 2 
full bathrooms, registered 
parking and sukka 
terrace. Shabbat elevator.
Price 3,650,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON, Moshava 
Bldg. 74 sqm, two beds, 
2 baths & 2 terraces. 3rd 
floor great views. Available 
immediately. 2 elevators, 
underground parking. 24/7 
doorman. 3,500,000 NIS

In BAKA, 236 sqm on two 
floors, plus 80 sqm of out-
door space, high ceilings, 
authentic Jerusalem build-
ing with modern addition. 
4 bedrooms plus office/ or 
sitting room. Master suite 
on entrance level.  
Parking and storage.

In GERMAN COLONY,  
140 sqm on one floor, 2nd 
floor walk up, completely 
renovated. 4 bedrooms and 
2 full baths. Large sukka 
terrace. 7,100,000 NIS

  
GERMAN COLONY. 450 sqm. Large garden and 
parking. Call for more details 

In GERMAN COLONY. 300 
sqm plus 170 sqm regis-
tered garden. Plus parking 
and roof top terrace. 
Call for more info
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The March  
of Folly

There is a fascinating moment in the 
unfolding story of the plagues that should 
make us stop and take notice. At the open-
ing of this week’s parsha, seven plagues 
have now struck Egypt. The people are 
suffering. Several times Pharaoh seems 
to soften, only to harden his heart again. 
During the seventh plague, hail, he even 
seems to admit his mistake.

“Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. 
“This time I have sinned,” he said to them. 
“The Lord is in the right, and I and my peo-
ple are in the wrong.” (Ex. 9:27)

But as soon as the plague is over, he 
changes his mind:

“He and his officials” says the Torah, 
“hardened their hearts” (Ex. 9:34)

And now Moses and Aaron have come to 
warn of a further plague, potentially devas-
tating, a plague of locusts that, they say, will 
devour all the grain left after the hail as well 
as the fruit of the trees. And for the first time 
we hear something we have not heard before.

Pharaoh’s own advisors tell him he is 

making a mistake:
Pharaoh’s officials said to him, “How 

long will this man be a snare to us? Let the 
people go, so that they may worship the 
Lord their God. Do you not yet realise that 
Egypt is ruined?” (Ex. 10:7)

These words immediately transform the 
situation. How so?

Back in 1984 the historian Barbara Tuch-
man published a famous book called The 
March of Folly. In it, she asked the great 
question: How is it that throughout history 
intelligent people have made foolish deci-
sions that were damaging both to their own 
position and to that of the people they led?

By this she did not mean, decisions that in 
retrospect proved to be the wrong ones. Any-
one can make that kind of mistake. That is the 
nature of leadership and of life itself. We are 
called on to make decisions under conditions 
of uncertainty. With the wisdom of hindsight 
we can see where we went wrong, because of 
factors we did not know about at the time.

What she was talking about were decisions 
that people could see at the time were the 
wrong ones. There were warnings and they 
were ignored. One example she gives is of 
the legend of the wooden horse of Troy. The 
Greeks had laid siege to Troy unsuccessfully 

for ten years. Eventually they appeared to 
give up and sail away, leaving behind them 
a giant wooden horse. The Trojans enthusi-
astically hauled the horse inside the city as 
a symbol of their victory. As we know, inside 
the horse were thirty Greek soldiers who, 
that night, came out of hiding and opened 
the city gates for the Greek army that had 
sailed back under cover of night.

It was a brilliant ploy. Laocoön, the Tro-
jan priest, had guessed that it was a plot 
and warned his people, in the famous 
words, “I fear the Greeks even when they 
come bearing gifts.” His warning was 
ignored, and Troy fell.

Another of Tuchman’s examples is the 
papacy in the sixteenth century which had 
become corrupt, financially and in other 
ways. There were many calls for reform, 
but they were all ignored. The Vatican 
regarded itself, like some financial institu-
tions today, as too big to fail. The result was 
the reformation and more than a century 
of religious war throughout Europe.

That is the context in which we should 
read the story of Pharaoh and his advisers. 
This is one of the first recorded instances 
of the march of folly. How does it happen?

Some years ago, DreamWorks studio 
made an animated film about Moses and 

Rachel Feld 
Certified Personal Trainer 
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

        1898                                  2024

**************** RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH ****************
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il  Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il 

Phone: 02-999-2418                WhatsApp: 058 787 3755

May Hashem protect our men & women serving to defend our Country 
& the people of Israel & safely bring  home all of the hostages

PROFESSIONAL GLUING for all your loose & shaky wood furniture + 5-yr guarantee
EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR
SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- With new HIGH DENSITY plywood seat cores
CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT
LEG TIPS for quieter chairs and helps to prevent water damage to the legs 

PROFESSIONAL GLUING for all your loose & shaky wood furniture + 5-yr guarantee
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SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- With new HIGH DENSITY plywood seat cores
CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT
LEG TIPS for quieter chairs and helps to prevent water damage to the legs 

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES & REPAIRS SINCE 1898

the Exodus story, called The Prince of 
Egypt. The producer, Jeffrey Katzenburg, 
invited me to see the film when it was 
about half complete, to see whether I felt 
that it was a responsible and sensitive way 
of telling the story, which I thought it was.

What fascinated me, and perhaps I 
should have understood this earlier, was 
that it portrayed Pharaoh not as an evil 
man but as a deeply conservative one, 
charged with maintaining what was 
already the longest-lived empire of the 
ancient world, and not allowing it, as it 
were, to be undermined by change.

Let slaves go free, and who knows what 
will happen next? Royal authority will seem 
to have been defeated. A fracture would 
appear in the political structure. The seem-
ingly unshakeable edifice of power will be 
seen to have been shaken. And that, for those 
who fear change, is the beginning of the end.

Under those circumstances it is possible 
to see why Pharaoh would refuse to listen 
to his advisors. In his eyes, they were weak, 
defeatist, giving in to pressure, and any 
sign of weakness in leadership only leads 
to more pressure and more capitulation. 
Better be strong, and continue to say “No,” 
and simply endure one more plague.

We see Pharaoh as both wicked and fool-
ish, because we have read the book. His advi-
sors could see clearly that he was leading his 
people to disaster, but he may well have felt 
that he was being strong while they were 
merely fearful. Leadership is only easy, and 
its errors only clearly visible, in retrospect.

Yet Pharaoh remains an enduring sym-
bol of a failure to listen to his own advi-
sors. He could not see that the world had 

changed, that he was facing something 
new, that his enslavement of a people was 
no longer tolerable, that the old magic no 
longer worked, that the empire over which 
he presided was growing old, and that the 
more obstinate he became the closer he 
was bringing his people to tragedy.

Knowing how to listen to advice, how 
to respond to change and when to admit 
you’ve got it wrong, remain three of the 
most difficult tasks of leadership. Rejecting 
advice, refusing to change, and refusing to 
admit you’re wrong, may look like strength 
to some. But, usually, they are the begin-
ning of yet another march of folly. 

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

FOR SALE
RASKO, GOOD DEAL! 
Nice 4 rooms +  large separate unit, elevator , 
balcony, good shape,3 directions, parking, quiet. 
3,350,000 NIS
NAYOT IN A GREEN AREA 
Large 4 rooms, 93m, in a building with  
elevator, 12m sukkah balcony, renovated,  
master bedroom, parking, storageroom, quiet. 
Exclusive, 3,500,000 NIS
HEART OF BAKA 
Great location, lovely 3.5 rooms, 80m, 2 balconies, 
exit to a garden, renovated, master bedroom, quiet. 
3,560,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON 
Penthouse, 5 rooms, 135m, elevator, 18m sukkah 
balcony with view, good shape, quiet, bright. 
6,400,000 NIS

2024 : BUY MORE WITH LESS

RA’ANANA STARTING AT 3.04M NIS
PRES-SALE :    7% NOW -  O% MADAD INTEREST

BAYIT VEGAN, J’LEM STARTING AT 3.0M NIS
5% NOW - 95% AT KEYS - O% INTEREST

IL: 972.52.682.9367
info@keteradvisors.com

US: 786.385.8859
www.keteradvisors.com 

Izzy Leizerowitz
Broker Fee: 2% + VAT

KETER ADVISORS: THE CROWN JEWEL OF ISRAEL REAL ESTATE

3 OR 4 BEDROOM - 2 BATH 
104 square meter with 11 square meter balcony.
5th floor, 2 underground parking spots. 
Price: 3.59

2 OR 3 BEDROOM - 2 BATH
90 square meter with an 11 square meter
balcony, 3rd floor, one underground parking.
Price: 3.04

TIBERIAS - KINNERET, NORTH ISRAEL
LOOK WHAT 1.7M NIS ($452K USD) BUYS YOU

4-room apartment, 136
square meters, fourth floor,

master bedroom with
shower toilet and walk-in
closet, bathroom, storage

room and private parking in
Tabu

2 BEDROOM - 2 BATH
GARDEN APARTMENT
82 square meter
apartment with a 27
square meter garden with
parking. Price: 3.0M NIS

Do you know an American single
gentleman in his 60s /early 70s, living

in Israel, who is genuinely religious,
and looking to get married? 

I have an incredible American woman, 

with a refined personality, religious, divorced, no

kids, mid 60s, had her own business when she was

working and now she volunteers for an organization

for Olim Chadashim in Israel. She is happy to meet

someone who has kids and grandchildren. 

"Networking for Singles""Networking for Singles"

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  a t :   

t o  t e l l  m e  a b o u t  h i m  a n d  I ' l l  s e e  i f  i t ' s  a  g o o d
f i t  f o r  h e r . T h a n k  y o u !

www .M a r r i g e A r c h i t e c t . c om

Happy to hear your idea! 

D a n i e l l a @ M a r r i a g e A r c h i t e c t . c o m
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Info & Application: YU.EDU/YUI | Questions? YUIPROGRAM@YU.EDU

Earn a Degree Designed  
in Partnership with  
Bar-Ilan University  
and Tel Aviv University

Prepare for personal and professional  
success through the new Yeshiva University  
in Israel Undergraduate Program! 

Combine world-class Torah studies with 
elite academics and tap into Israel’s 
innovation hub while experiencing vibrant 
student life on scenic Jerusalem campuses:

>> Men’s Torah studies and  
 programming at the Gruss Institute   
 Men’s Jerusalem campus.

>> Women’s Torah studies and    
 programming at the Ulpanat Chorev   
 l’Banot Women’s Jerusalem campus.

Come Learn About YU in 
Israel’s New Undergraduate 
Programs in Partnership 
with Israeli Universities!

Register by 
January 18

January 22 | 7PM
Inbal Hotel, Jerusalem
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh

Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Be Prepared to Avoid 
Missing the Train

נַעֲלֵיכֶֶם  חֲגֻרִים  מָתְנֵיכֶֶם  אוֹתווֹ  וֹאכְֶלווּ  תוּ וְכֶָכֶָה 
ן  זווֹ ָ חִפוּ בוְּ אוֹתווֹ  ם  וֽאֲכֶַלְתוֶּ יֶדְכֶֶם  בוְּ לְכֶֶם  ווּמַקוֶּ רַגְלֵיכֶֶם  בוְּ

סַח הווּא לַה’ )שמות יב:יא( ֶ פוּ
And this is how you shall eat it: your loins 

girded (strap tightened around waste), your 
shoes on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand; and you shall eat it in haste it is a Pass-
over sacrifice to hashem. (Shemot 12:11). 

Bnei Yisrael are instructed to eat the 
korban Pesach in a specific manner. One 
of the requirements is to make sure that 
one’s belt is buckled, shoes on and staff is 
in hand. Why is this required? It does not 
take long to grab a staff and tie one’s shoes. 
Why the rush? 

Rav Yerucham Levovitz, the Mashgiach 
in Mir offers an important insight through 
a mashal. When one orders a wagon (or in 
modern terms, a taxi), they are certain to 
pack their suitcase so that the driver does 
not need to wait. However, they do not 
necessarily put on their coat or hold their 
umbrella until after the taxi arrives. They 

can rely on the fact that the private car 
they ordered will wait a minute or two for 
them to complete those minor tasks. How-
ever, when one seeks to catch a train, they 
do not leave any tasks for the last minute, 
when the train reaches the station. They 
know that the train remains at the station 
for a fixed time period and it will not wait 
for anyone to put on a coat or take their 
cane. Similarly with respect to the geula – if 
we procrastinate, we can miss the train! 

The midrash (Vayechi 120) states that 
Rabbi Yirmiya requested to be buried with 
his cane and coat so that he will be ready 
when the Mashiach arrives. The Chafetz 
Chaim stressed that everyone (especially 
Kohanim) needs to be familiar with the 
laws of Korbanot. Once the Mashiach 
arrives, we have to be experts in that area. 
That is not the time to begin to study and 
understand the intricacies of the laws of 
korbanot. His theory is based on a pasuk in 
Beha’alotcha. Hashem appears to Aharon 
and Miriam suddenly )פתאם(. It was unex-
pected- but perhaps to highlight the differ-
ence between Moshe and other prophets. 
Hashem appeared to Moshe without any 
warning and that is why Moshe had to 
refrain from relations with his wife and 
remain in a state of tahara at all times. So 

too, with respect to the Mashiach – it will 
come suddenly, and we ought to be pre-
pared for its arrival at any given minute. 

Yitziyat Mitzrayim happened quickly – 
 .setting the stage for the future geula בחפזון
We can not act in a lackadaisical manner. 
We must always be ready for the future 
redemption. It is also important for us to 
never be complacent with where we are 
with respect to our spirituality. We should 
constantly seek to grow and flourish. To 
avoid delaying learning kodshim, or any 
topic until a later date. To strengthen our 
performance of mitzvot and chesed now, 
without delay as we do not know what 
tomorrow brings. We witnessed over 
the past few months how life can change 
overnight. May we be able to be produc-
tive with each moment and merit a geula 
shlema bimhera (speedily) beyamenu. 

German Colony-New Project

132 sqm ,4br, garden apt , parking- 7.5M nis

German Colony-New Project

132 sqm ,4br, garden apt , parking- 7.5M nis

Private house - Villa , o�e o� a �i��

Talbieh border German Colony

Private house - �illa , one o� a kind

Talbieh border German Colony

 Whatsapp : 052-2636656
usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899
www.daniels-assets.com

For a large selection of properties, go to:

Old Katamon-new Pre-Sale

1-5 br apartments , near �htibalach

Old Katamon-new Pre-Sale

1-5 br apartments , near �htibalach

Exclusive offers to our clientsExclusive offers to our clients
Gershon Agron 24, Mamilla - Jerusalem

Arnona-n�w Tama38 �uilding 

Ein Gedi st. 3br+2b�th-3.��M 

Arnona-new Tama38 building 

Ein Gedi st. 3br+2bath-3.4�M 

David Crown complex

136sqm ,1�sqm terrace, concierge ...  

David Crown complex

13�sqm ,15sqm terrace, concierge ...  

BAKA-NEW PROJECT 2-4br 

contact us �or pre-sa�e o��ers

BAKA-NEW PROJECT 2-4br 

contact us �or pre-sale o��ers

Shats street, 
echavia\cit� ce�ter

Renovated 2br, 3rd floor, lift and bal�ony 2��Mnis

S�ats street, Rec�avia\city center

Renovated 2br, 3rd floor, lift and balcony 2��Mnis

Holiland tower, 3br, terrace , �ymHoliland tower, 3br, terrace , gym

Call now: 077-9973185

עם ישראל חי!

 4elevators, 2 parking, gym-3.05Mnis 4elevators, 2 parking, gym-3.
5Mnis

"אור חדש על ציון תאיר"
מזל טוב לקרן )מדריכה של ה- OU בשדרות( ואור האריש 

על הולדת בן בכור זיו ישראל
ומזל טוב לתמר ואפי שפנר

 על הולדת הבן מאור ציון
שתזכו לגדלם לתורה, לחופה, ולמעשים טובים!!

From the Kalish, Miller and Kram families



26 TORAH TIDBITS 1549 / BO OU ISRAEL CENTER 27

REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES

Faculty, OU Israel Center

REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES

Faculty, OU Israel Center

Revealed 
Revelation

“Vayotzi’einu Hashem miMitzrayim, lo al yidei 
malach, ve’lo al yedei saraf, ve’lo al yidei shaliach, 
ela Hakadosh Baruch Hu be’chvodo u’beatzmo.” 
In this climatic piece from the Pesach Haggadah, 
we describe how Hashem came down to take 
the Jewish people out of Egypt Himself with no 
intermediaries. What is the significance of this 
pivotal event? How can we internalize its mes-
sage at our own Pesach Seder each year?

Rav Scheinerman in Ohel Moshe explains 
that before yetziat Mitzrayim, the Jewish peo-
ple were close to the lowest level of impurity, 
and therefore needed a tremendous boost of 
spirituality to bring them to a level worthy of 
redemption. Since their pure neshamot were 
buried deeply within layers of sin, even an 
angel would not have succeeded in raising 
them to the necessary level. It was only a rev-
elation of Hashem Himself that enabled the 
people to experience a high level of emunah 
through which they could be redeemed. We 
see Am Yisrael’s willingness to follow Hashem 
into the desert with unquestioning emunah 
was a result of this profound clarity that they 
encountered the night of the Exodus. 

Every year, on Seder night, we have the 
opportunity to connect to the Divine provi-
dence of Geulah. Rav Elyashiv zt”l notes that 
we add a special prayer in birkat Hamazon, 

“ May Hashem grant us a day that is con-
tinuously long, a day when the righteous sit 
with crowns on their heads, and bask in the 
Presence of Hashem, may our portion be 
with them.” Seder night is the only time in the 
year when we make this request since it is a 
time when we can feel a special closeness to 
Hashem and access its abject spiritual energy.

The Netivot Shalom teaches that we find a 
hint to this increased connection to Hashem 
at the beginning of the Seder. We start the 
Seder with the declaration of “ha lach ma 
anya - This is the bread of affliction.” The 
matza, “lechem oni,”is the gift of connection 
that Hashem grants us this night without 
any effort invested on our part. We encour-
age all those who are hungry to come take 
advantage of this experience. It is a night of 
intense influence from Above, with no pre-
condition for our spiritual level.

What if one does not necessarily feel this 
closeness? To answer, the Ishbitzer Rebbe 
finds relevant symbolism in the egg that we 
eat on Seder night. When looking at an egg, 
one has no idea whether it is fertilized or not. 
Only if one waits to see if the egg hatches, he 
will know that it was indeed fertilized. Like-
wise, we have been touched by the spiritual 
energy of the Seder experience, although 
we may not feel any different. Yet, if we 
wait seven weeks until Shavuot, we will see 
that there has been positive change. May 
we merit true redemption this year and sit 
together at a glorious Seder enveloped by the 
Shechinah. Amen, kein yehi ratzon. 

    

 

JERUSALEM SALES   

FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:  
02-651-4030 

NEW PROJECTS - Excellent Opportunities 
Desirable Neighborhoods - Call For Information 
SHAAREI CHESSED / RECHAVIA  
*Duplex! 5 bdrms, 25 sqm kitchen, succah, 
  shabbat elevator, 2 parking, storage. 
*New 228 sqm duplex penthouse, 30 sqm succah, 
  shabbat elevator, parking, view 
TALBIEH 
250 sqm + 200 sqm garden, private land  
NACHLAOT 
2 rms, priv entr, storage room, NIS 2,190,000 
OLD KATAMON 
*Renovated 3 bdrm, ensuite MB, succah, low floor 
*160 sqm 4 bdrms, garden, storage, parking 
HAR NOF -New listing! 
Centrally Located– 10 room duplex with 400 sqm 
garden (room for a pool), excellent condition  
MEKOR CHAIM - NEW PROJECT 
126 sqm, spacious 4 bdrms, succah, 3 exposures,  
2 parking, storage. Close to Baka & G. Colony 
SALE/RENTAL - RAMOT B 
Cottage, 200 sqm, 5 bedroom, 3.5 bathrooms,  
semi furnished, garden, view. Option for a unit 
 
 
 

Eiferman Properties Ltd. 
www.eifermanrealty.com  

054-5844469
Liat@upstream-capital.co.il

Grow your portfolio 
with shares in 

an Israeli company, 
unlocking potential 

in the thriving German 
real estate market 

for sale now!

 Financial activity in Tel
Aviv stock exchange

 Mergers and
acquisitions

 Banking
Investments
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of 
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of 
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

and avodas Hashem. These include peer pres-
sure, low self-esteem, and unchecked cravings 
for money, power, fleeting pleasures and kavod. 
Within all of us there is a ‘Pharaoh’ voice, belit-
tling us, attempting to make us appear small 
in our own eyes, encouraging us to remain 
enslaved to our desires, sufferings and negativi-
ties. In the face of all of them, let us remember 
Hashem’s encouragement and invitation, “Bo, 
Come with Me. You are not alone in this.” 

This Shabbos marks Yud Shvat, the yahrt-
zeit of the Friediker Rebbe. It also marks 
the blessed day of the formal acceptance of 
nesiyus, leadership, by his great son-in-law 
and successor, the Lubavitcher Rebbe Men-
achem Mendel Schneerson, one year later. 
Together, the Rebbe and his holy father-in-
law blazed a trail for us, inviting us to live 
with faith, confidence and fearlessness. 
Resonating with their legacy, we come to 
recognize, and eventually attain a constant 
awareness, that while there are ‘multiple’ 
distractions and impediments to Divine ser-
vice, there is only One God. Therefore, we 
can stare darkness and evil in the face, and 
refuse to budge from our deepest principles.

Following his escape from Nazi occupied 
Poland, Rebbe Yosef Yitzchok arrived in the 
United States and issued an urgent call to 
world Jewry, crying out from the depths of 
his soul his message of emunah, his direct 
confrontation with exile: L’alter l’tshuvah, 
l’alter l’geulah, “Immediately to repentance 
— immediately to redemption!” 

So may it be…immediately, in our days! 

Direct  
Confrontation

Throughout the early 20th Century, Jews suf-
fered brutal religious persecution at the hands of 
the evil Soviet regime. Religious life was forced 
underground, where a clandestine network of 
Jewish life persisted, fueled by great self-sacrifice. 
The incredible efforts of Rebbe Yosef Yitzchok 
Schneersohn, the Frierdiker (or Previous) 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, energized the core of Jewish 
life in Russia, and motivated underground efforts 
to operate mikvaos, shuls and yeshivos, provide 
religious services, and strengthen Torah obser-
vance throughout the USSR.

A constant target of the Yevsektsiya, the 
treacherous Jewish section of the Soviet 
Communist Party, the Previous Rebbe was 
under constant surveillance. He was accused 
of counter-revolutionary activities, subjected 
to brutal torture and imprisonment, and ulti-
mately sentenced to death for treason.

One morning, when the Frierdiker Rebbe 
was observing his father’s yahrzeit, three 
members of the Yevsektzia burst into the beis 
midrash with weapons drawn and arrested 
him. Throughout interrogations and imprison-
ment, the Rebbe remained steadfast, asserting 

that regardless of the threats and intimidation, 
he would not give up any of his efforts to teach 
Torah and spread Yiddishkeit, no matter the 
cost: “I have already made it clear that I will 
not budge from my principles. There is yet to 
be born, and never will there be born, a man 
or a demon who will move me in the slightest 
degree from my principles.”

One of the agents pointed his loaded 
revolver at the Rebbe: “This toy does away 
with ‘principles,’ and has made many a man 
change his mind.” The Rebbe stared at the 
officer, and calmly responded: “This toy 
impresses he who believes in ein velt un asach 
getter, one world and multiple gods. But for 
one who has one God and multiple worlds, 
your toy makes no impression whatsoever.”

“Hashem said to Moshe, בא אל פרעה, ‘Come 
to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and 
the heart of his servants in order that I may 
place these signs of Mine in his midst, and in 
order that you tell into the ears of your son 
and your son’s son how I made a mockery of 
the Egyptians, and that you tell of My signs 
that I placed in them — in order that you will 
know that I am Hashem.”(10:1-2)

As preparation for redemption from Egypt, 
Hashem instructs Moshe Rabbeinu, Bo, “Come 
to Pharaoh.” Numerous commentaries have 
pointed out the Torah’s choice of words: it seems 
the instructions to confront Pharaoh would be 
more appropriately framed with the imperative 
to ‘go to’, lech el Pharaoh. Isn’t Hashem sending 
Moshe on a mission, representing the Jewish 

Nation, before the evil ruler? ‘Go’ is an encourag-
ing word; ‘Go with success, go present your mes-
sage with confidence and faith….’ Yet, this is not 
the word Hashem uses. The Ribbono shel Olam 
is instead inviting Moshe to ‘come with Him’ to 
meet Pharoah.

Pharaoh is the quintessential rasha, an 
evil and brutal tormentor whose reign of 
darkness was the template for all subse-
quent exiles and sufferings. He represents 
kefirah, denial of faith, and rebellion against 
the Creator. Rebbe Nachman of Breslov 
explains Hashem’s instructions in light of 
the great heresy and darkness represented 
by Pharoah (Likutei Moharan, 64): “Through 
emunah, faith, believing that God is ל א כֶוָּ  מְמַלוֵּ
עָלְמִין ל  כֶוָּ בֵב  וְסווֹ  filling all worlds and‘ ,עָלְמִין 
encircling all worlds’ — and in truth His 
Godliness is in every place — accordingly, 
the Jewish People (represented by Moshe) 
will prevail over all (dark) philosophies, ide-
ologies, doubts and heresies….” 

‘Hand-in-hand’ with HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu, Moshe is empowered to meet Pha-
raoh head on, directly confronting his evil. 
Moshe is modeling a pathway of emunah 
that embraces the unanswerable questions 
and challenges, the existential tension and 
painful ‘not-knowing’ inherent in a life of 
faith. The One God tells Moshe, ‘Come with 
Me to Pharaoh; you are not alone. We will 
face these cruel demons together!’

Throughout this lengthy exile, in every gen-
eration, we are forced to confront ‘Pharaohs’ of 
all types. There has been no lack of dangerous 
enemies who have threatened our physical 
safety, no lack of ‘revolvers’ pointed our way. 
Many forces also threaten our spiritual well 
being, seeking to interfere with our way of life 

Mazal Tov to  
Aharon & Miriam Botzer and family  

on the birth of a grandson
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Register and donate at  
ouwomen.org/siyum24

Be part of the second Torat Imecha

Nach Yomi
SIYUM ISRAEL CELEBRATION
in the place where it all began

Wednesday, January 24, 2024
Nefesh B’Nefesh Aliyah Campus,  

Cinema City, Yerushalayim
For women only

Educators
Meet the

Participants
Celebrate the

Community
Join the

6:00pm
6:30pm

5:00pm Shiur with Michal Horowitz
Welcome
Siyum Program and Dinner

Together we will win! 
anyone suffering during this difficult time.Our thoughts and prayers go out to  

May Hashem protect our soldiers and bring them home safely!  

 

 

 
Nachalat Achim/Shaarei Chesed 

Beautiful 260 sqm private home, 5 bdrms,  
5 bthrms, private garden, private rooftop, 

2 private parking spots Fully a/c. 
26,000 NIS/month 

Orna Even Parker  054-621-6069 
 

 
Carmel 48, Mevaseret  Zion 

Corner Cottage, Renovated & Furnished, 
151 sqm, 366 sqm Lot, 7 Rms Incl. Rental 
Unit, Covered Parking, Storage (13 sqm), 

Lg. Garden (198 sqm), View NIS 5,950,000 
Shlomo Benzaquen  052-601-4411 

 
Tsiyon Garami St, Pisgat Ze’ev  

Villa, 542 sqm plot, 230 sqm built, 9 rooms 
master suite, utility room, safe room, 

balcony and, huge garden, 2 parking spots, 
2 rental units. NIS 6,700,000 
David Weiser 055-276-2960 

 

 
Shlomo U'Moshe Tajer St, Pisgat Ze’ev 
Villa 508 sqm plot, 230 sqm built, 7 rooms, 
master bedroom, safe room, storage unit, 3 
balconies, garden, 2 parking spot, 2 rental 

units NIS 6,500,000  
David Weiser 055-276-2960 

 

 

 

  
Yehuda/ Yocheved St, Baka 

Multi Family HOME -heart of BAKA! 3 
properties - ONE PRICE!  Duplex (5 rms) + 

3 rm w/terrace + studio apt + 2 parking 
spots! NIS 10,400,000 )$2,900,000) 

Alyssa Friedland   +972 54-668-4111 

 

 

 
Abu Tor/ Baka  

 Magnificent Old Arab Garden apartment,  
2 bedroom /2 full baths (72 sqm), 

 high ceilings, mosaic floors,  
large private garden. NIS 2,950,000 

Alyssa Friedland   +972 54-668-4111 
 

 
Yosef Nedava St, Pisgat Ze’ev 

Beautiful renovated 4 rm garden apartment  
99 sqm with a 167 sqm garden, safe room, 

storage unit and private entrance  
NIS 3,000,000 

David Weiser 055-276-2960 

Emek Refaim, German Colony 
Entire building in the heart of the German 

Colony. Commercial & residential on a plot 
of 518 sqm. Amazing opportunities, call to 

discuss. NIS 31,000,000 negotiable 
Sharon Sasson   050-912-1234 

 
Horkania Penthouse, Katamon/Rasco 

Newly renovated, 4 bedrooms, 3 full 
baths,150 sqm, large balcony with amazing 

view, U/F heating, central a/c, elevator, 
parking. NIS 6,465,000 

Ariyel Maresky 072-392-2109 
 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one search away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

Call to check

Tuesday

SHIUR SPONSORS
RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR - TUESDAY, JANUARY 9TH

was sponsored by Malka Greenhaus  
L'ilui Nishmat Edna  Yachet bat Avraham a"h 
לעילו נשמת  עדנה יאכט בת אברהם ע"ה 

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN'S SHIUR  
is sponsored for this academic year by the  

Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"l
מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז"ל

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR  
is sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family  

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist a"h - אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע"ה

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S SHIUR  
was sponsored for this Academic Year לעילו נשמת
מרים בת אברהם ע''ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז''ל

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES SHIUR  
was sponsored for this academic year by  

Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents, 
 Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z"l and Rosi & Ernest Strauss z"l

רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז"ל
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז"ל

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S TUESDAY SHIUR - MINCHAT CHINUCH  
is sponsored for this academic year by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman  

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l
  יונה בן צדוק ז"ל ואסתר ע"ה בת רפאל הי"ד
and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z"l

הרב שמואל אליהו ז"ל בן הרב רפאל נ"י 

RABBI GOLDIN'S SHIUR  
was sponsored for this academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of beloved aunts Irma Haas a"h and Hilde Myer a"h
RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR  

was sponsored for this academic year לעילוי נשמת
ברנה בת ברנדית ע''ה וזליג בן קלמן ז''ל

RABBI TAUB'S WEEKLY THURSDAY PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

MARCH 8, 2024

עם ישראל חי! 

OU Israel  
congratulates and thanks 

Hadassa Jacob and the members  
of our Dorot Choir for two sold out  

performances, and for raising significant 
funds to benefit OU Israel’s Emergency 

Campaign to support our youth  
and families affected by the war.

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Resumes
Oct 15th12:30-1:15pm
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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator 
for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator,  
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite, 
private parking, storage, full of light, airy, nice garden, 
5,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 155m, 
terrace, great panoramic view, underfloor heating, Shabat 
elevator, 2 parking, + rental unit, 8,900,000 NIS
FOR RENT: BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
2nd floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS
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Mazal tov to
Rebecca Meller on  

her recent marriage to  
Guy Mizrachi! 

The Goldberg and Meller Families

Last week we discussed the subject of bishul 
akum by a non-shomer shabbat Jew. Our 
Sages decreed that one may not consume 
food cooked by non-Jews, even if the food is 
kosher. Pitchei Teshuvah (YD 113:1) cites Tiferet 
Lemoshe, who raises the question of whether 
a Jew who is considered a mumar (halachic 
apostate) is included in that decree. A Jew who 
desecrates Shabbat publicly or believes in and 
serves foreign gods loses certain aspects of 
his or her identification as a halachic Jew. The 
question is whether this includes the rabbinic 
halachah of bishul akum. This article will eval-
uate and rule on the subject
THE RATIONALE FOR STRINGENCY

Numerous reasons are given by authori-
ties who are stringent and include non-sho-
mer shabbat Jews in the decree of bishul 
akum. A prominent reason is the basis of 
the decree according to Rashi (Avodah Zara 
38:a), who states that the concern of Bishul 
akum is that the non-Jew might intentionally 
mix in non-kosher food in order to cause a 
Jew to transgress. This concern should log-
ically apply to non-shomer shabbat Jew as 
well, since he has no reason to ensure that a 
Jew should keep kosher. Another reason for 
stringency is derived the opinion of the Ran 
(Chulin 4:b) that one should not marry the 
children of mumarim; this stringency stems 

from the view that bishul akum is based on 
the concern of intermarriage. (Accepting 
invitations to eat with non-Jews leads to close 
social contact and quite possibly to intermar-
riage.) Although there is no such thing as 
intermarriage with a Jew (no matter what 
their halachic status is), yet still perhaps our 
Sages intended that religious Jews should dis-
tance themselves forming familial ties with 
non-shomer shabbat Jewry.

Another basis for stringency is the fact that 
certain authorities (Pri Chadash 112:1 and 
Pri Megadim 112:3) prohibited kosher food 
cooked by Karaite Jews. According to those 
opinions, a nonobservant Jew would have the 
same status. Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv adds 
a general reason to be stringent in this partic-
ular halachah. Rav Elyashiv claims that the 
concern of intermarriage is a more general 
decree to distance us from non-Jews and their 
influence, which is liable to cause us to aban-
don religious Judaism. Based on this concern, 
Rav Elyashiv argues that forming familial ties 
with non-religious Jews is no less problematic, 
and as such there is room to add extend the 
decree of bishul akum to include them (see 
Otzar Halachot Bishulei Akum p.37).
THE RATIONALE FOR LENIENCY

The lenient opinions rebut all of these 
arguments. Regarding the concern of 

mixing non-kosher food, most early 
authorities (the Rambam, Ramban and 
Rashba) hold the opinion that the issue of 
intermarriage is the main source of the 
decree and that the other reason, concern 
about admixture of non-kosher food, is not 
accepted. (Even Rashi himself cites both 
reasons, and its not clear if he holds by 
both or only one.) There is no prohibition 
against marrying children of non-shomer 
shabbat Jews; our Sages only used the idea 
of a mumar against very specific cases, but 
this does not contest the essential Jewish 
status of non-religious Jews. The opinion of 
some later poskim, who ruled that Karaite 
Jews are included in the decree of bishul 
akum, is held only by a small minority and 
is not accepted by most authorities. 
TINOK SHENISHBA

Tinok Shenishba is a halachic term for 
a Jew who was raised without sufficient 
knowledge and understanding of Judaism. 
An example of this would be a Jew who 
was raised by non-Jews in a non-Jewish 
setting. The Talmud (Shabbat 68:a) uses 
the term tinok shenishba in relation to 
punishment for transgressing the mitz-
vah of Shabbat. It is clear from our Sages 
that a tinok ahenishba does not have the 
status of a mumar, and this has numerous 
practical applications. Early authorities 
dispute whether the leniency relating to 
a tinok shenishba is attributed to lack of 
basic Jewish knowledge or that the concept 
is broader, applying even if one knows 

the laws of the Torah yet has been overly 
influenced by a non-Torah culture. Later 
authorities expand the concept of a tinok 
shenishba. Responsa Achiezer (3:25) and 
Chazon Ish (YD 2:28) explain among other 
points that since unfortunately many Jews 
in Israel do not keep Shabbat although 
they might be well aware of the laws of 
religious observance, there is a prevalent 
cultural or social identification as “Jew-
ish without being religious.” This would 
render many non-religious Jews today 
“tinokot shenishbu.” Responsa Tzitz Eliezer 
(9:41) and others mention that since many 
modern non-religious Jews are Tinokot 
Shenishbu as opposed to mumarim, there 
is no reason to prohibit their cooked food 
because of the bishul akum decree.
THE RULING

The question of bishul akum by non-re-
ligious Jews is a matter of dispute amongst 
modern authorities. Poskim such as Rav Yosef 
Shalom Elyashiv (Kovetz Teshuvat 3:115) 
and Rav Yitzchak Weiss (Responsa Minchat 
Yitzchak 6:9) are stringent, while poskim such 
as Rav Ovadia Yosef (Yabia Omer YD 5:10) and 
Rav Eliezer Waldenberg (ibid) are lenient.
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Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igrot Moshe YD 
1:45) mentions the issue in his responsa 
and seems to be lenient. Rav Yisroel Belsky 
asked Rav Feinstein the question and 
receive a sharp answer that there is no 
concern of bishul akum by a non-religious 
Jew. This is also the policy of OU Kosher.
IN SUMMARY:
• Later authorities dispute whether a 

non-religious Jew is included in the decree 
of bishul akum.

• Some authorities rule that non-reli-
gious Jews today are considered tinokot 
shenishbu and as such, they retain their 
Jewish status regarding many halachot 
which would certainly exclude them 
from bishul akum.

• OU Kosher rules like many later authorities 
that non-religious Jews are not included in 
the decree of bishul akum. 
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Among the many important passages in 
our Sedra this week, we read the pesukim 
related to Makat Choshech- the plague of 
darkness.

 The Torah tells us:
ךְְ  ֶ מַיִם וִיהִי חוֹש� ָ וּ ה נְטֵה יָדְךְָ עַל־הַש� ֶ  וַיוּוֹאמֶר ה’ אֶל־מוֹש�
ה אֶת־יָדווֹ עַל־ ֶ וַיוֵּט מוֹש� ךְְ׃  ֶ וְיָמֵש� חוֹש� עַל־אֶרֶץ מִצְרָיִם 
ת  ֶ לוֹש� ְ מִצְרַיִם ש� כֶָל־אֶרֶץ  בוְּ ךְְ־אֲפֵלָה  ֶ וַיְהִי חוֹש� מָיִם  ָ וּ הַש�
יו  חְתוָּ יָמִים׃ לוֹא־רָאווּ אִיש� אֶת־אָחִיו וְלוֹא־קָמווּ אִיש� מִתוַּ
בוֹתָם׃  ְ ש� מווֹ ר בוְּ רָאֵל הָיָה אווֹ נֵי יִש�ְ ת יָמִים ווּלְכֶָל־בוְּ ֶ לוֹש� ְ ש�

Then Hashem said to Moshe, “Hold out 
your arm toward the sky that there may be 
darkness upon the land of Egypt, a darkness 
so dense that it can be touched.” Moshe held 
out his arm toward the sky and thick dark-
ness descended upon all the land of Egypt 
for three days. People could not see one 
another, and for three days no one could get 
up from where he was; but the Jewish Peo-
ple had light in their dwellings...

The Degel Machane Ephraim, Rebbe 
Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sudilkov zy’a, 
the grandson of the Baal Shem Tov , points 
out that our meforshim explain that there 
was no physical difference between what 

physically was unfolding throughout Mitz-
rayim and what physically transpired within 
the Jewish homes. The actual darkness was 
equally dense throughout all of Egypt.

 However, explains the Degel Machane 
Ephraim, what was different is that the 
Jewish people saw light, even within this 
intense utter darkness! What was the source 
of this heightened ability to see and perceive 
light even within total darkness? The Rebbe 
explains that since the Jewish People kept 
Shabbat, which is a source of light and spir-
itual clarity, the light of Shabbat remained 
with them, and sustained and protected 
them from the danger of the utter darkness 
that had descended upon all of Egypt.

Indeed, Shabbat is a source of great light 
and protection to the Jewish People, and 
has both identified , kept us together and 
sustained Am Yisrael throughout many 
periods of darkness, turmoil and tragedy.

Similarly, the gemara in Masechet Shab-
bat (118b) presents to us the following 
passage about the inherent redemptive 
power of Shabbat:
חַי: אִלְמָלֵי  ן יווֹ ן בוֶּ מְעווֹ ִ י ש� ווּם רַבוִּ וּ חָנָן מִש� י יווֹ אָמַר רַבוִּ
ד נִגְאָלִים הִלְכֶָתָן — מִיוָּ ת כֶוְּ תווֹ בוָּ ַ י ש� תוֵּ ְ רָאֵל ש� רִין יִש�ְ מוְּ ַ מְש�

Rebbe Yochanan said in the name of 
Rebbe Shimon ben Yochai: If only the Jewish 
people would fully keep two Shabbatot they 
would immediately be redeemed.

How exactly are we to understand this 
teaching; does it mean any two Shabbatot, 
does it mean two successive Shabbatot, 
does it mean every single Jew must keep 

those two Shabbatot? 
In a beautiful teaching, the Piascezna 

Rebbe, Rebbe Kalonymus Kalmish Schapira 
zy’a, explained our gemara. The Rebbe taught 
the first Shabbat we must observe fully is Shab-
bat itself. The second Shabbat our Sages are 
speaking of,explained the Rebbe, is the Shab-
bat that we bring into the other seven days of 
the week. If we are able to bring the light 
of Shabbat into our week, if we bring the 
achdut we experience on Shabbat into our 
week, if we bring the spiritual conscious-
ness and closeness to HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu that we feel on Shabbat into the rest of 
our week, then we can indeed redeem our 
entire week, experience a taste of geula.

Yehi Ratzon, during these days filled with so 
much darkness, may we merit to appreciate 
and be guided by the great light that sustains us, 
the great redemptive light of Shabbat Kodesh. 
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faith. While Christianity and Islam flourished 
and dominated much of the civilized world, 
Judaism was in a constant state of decline. 
Attempts to discredit Jewish faith were part of 
a larger ploy to psychologically humiliate Jews 
and Jewish religion, to encourage Jews to con-
vert to other, more popular religions. 

Citing Yeshayahu, the Rambam assured 
the Yemenite community that all efforts to 
theologically discredit us would fail.
THE LANGUAGE OF DARWIN

As history shifted, the verbal assaults 
didn’t end, they were just modified to 
reflect contemporary cultural trends. In 
a modern world which witnessed the 
collapse of organized religion, theological 
attacks were no longer relevant, and a new 
strategy of verbal assaults was required. 
The intellectual milieu of the 19th century 
provided a new basis for the continuing 
verbal attacks against our people.

Darwin illustrated that Nature was 
an evolutionary system which selected 
stronger creatures from weaker ones, to 
preserve the sustainability of the overall 
Natural order. Social Darwinists adapted 
this theory, asserting that society as well, 
was composed of stronger and weaker 
races. Weaker components of society must 
be periodically purged to insure the overall 
health of mainstream society. 

Jews were soon cast as a sub-Aryan or infe-
rior race, a threat to a superior enlightened 
European society. These theories, cited by Hit-
ler in Mein Kampf, would, ultimately, launch 
his full-scale attempted genocide. In the past, 
our religion was attacked but in the first part 
of the 20th century our racial identity was 
under fire. It was just a different example of 
Yeshayahu’s original ominous prophecy. 

Putting the 
Jews on Trial 

It happened before and it is happening 
again. Jewish victims of antisemitic violence 
are being accused of the very same heinous 
crimes committed against them. For the first 
time in history, our people have the military 
capability to defend ourselves and to respond 
to a barbaric pogrom. Despite our heroic and 
concerted efforts to limit civilian suffering, we 
are being indicted in the Hague on fabricated 
charges. The lopsided claims and imbalanced 
half-truths are at once comical, but also mad-
dening. What is happening to our people and 
what is happening to our world? "How could 
there be so much moral confusion in a sup-
posedly enlightened modern world? 

In truth, Yeshayahu already predicted 
this moral chaos, and this isn’t the first 
time that his prediction came true. In chap-
ter 54, Yeshayahu maps out two different 
antisemitic strategies:
כֶל כֶלי יוצר עליךְ לא יצלח וכֶל לשון תקום אתךְ 

למשפט תרשיעי 
He assures us that all weapons )כֶלי( 

hurled against us will fail. Addition-
ally, all tongues which tussle with us in 

"judgement" )למפשט אתךְ  תקום   will )לשון 
be defeated. Yeshayahu forecasts a peren-
nial two-pronged assault against our peo-
ple – one with weapons of violence and 
one with venomous tongues.
THE RAMBAM’S LETTER TO YEMEN 

In the latter half of the 12th century the 
Yemenite Jewish community faced severe 
religious persecution , coupled with fero-
cious pressure to convert to Islam. Within 
this turmoil, a false Messiah arose, prom-
ising the Jewish community a speedy Mes-
sianic resolution. His exposure as a fraud 
sunk the Yemenite community into even 
deeper despair. Disheartened and con-
fused, they sought the Rambam’s counsel.

In his legendary response, known as 
the Iggeret Teiman or Petach Tikvah, the 
Rambam cited this verse in Yeshayahu, 
while explaining that, throughout history, 
our enemies always attempted to discredit 
our religious belief system. Jealous that we 
were chosen by Hashem, they endlessly 
sought to rebut Jewish faith and religion. 

Writing this letter in the 12th century, the 
Rambam’s words were ominously prescient. 
Twice in the 13th century Judaism would 
be put on public trial in Christian lands. In 
1240 in Paris, the Talmud was put on trial, 
whereas in 1263 in Barcelona, Judaism itself 
was publicly debated, as the Ramban valiantly 
defended our religion. These are two infa-
mous events during a dark period marred 
by relentless attempts by both Christians 
and Muslims to mock and discredit Jewish 

DISTORTING COLONIALISM
After a violent 20th century, terrorized 

by Fascist regimes which caused death and 
destruction to hundreds of millions, it was no 
longer culturally acceptable to assign supe-
rior or inferior races. Jew haters required a 
new story to perpetuate their verbal assault. 
They found new material in the woeful story 
of European colonialism. During a dark 400-
year period beginning in the 16th century, 
mighty European powers colonized weaker 
countries, sapping their resources and sub-
jugating their freedom. Fortunately, colo-
nialism and its oppressive programs were 
largely abolished after WWII. 

However, this 400-year tale of injustice and 
repression provided an easy narrative for 
modern verbal assaults against our people. 
Simplistically adapting colonialism to Jewish 
history, our enemies have falsely accused us 
of the nefarious by-products of colonialism, 
such as genocide and apartheid. Of course, 
no claim could be further from the truth. We 
are not foreign invaders, but have returned 
to our ancient homeland, with no intention 
to colonize or abuse any other population 
which desires to live alongside us in peace. 

Just as Yeshayahu predicted, the false 
verbal assaults continue. At the tail-end of 
history we are living through the worst and 
most literal fulfillment of the prophecy. We 
are being tried in the international Court of 
the Hague. Yeshayahu’s prophecy has never 
been more true. This is the first time we are 
literally being prosecuted in a court of law 

Mazal Tov to  
Hendelle Waldman and family  
on the Bar Mitzvah of a grandson
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or, as Yeshayahu predicted תקום אתךְ למשפט. 
Luckily we know the end of the pasuk. This 
assault, as previous ones, will also fail.
NAÏVE EXPECTATIONS 

The show trials in the Hague reflect an 
ancient prophecy of Yeshaya, but also show-
case the folly of modern culture. In past cen-
turies the concept of an international court 
would have been unthinkable. The world was 
mired in endless war and was sharply divided 
by antagonistic rivalries. The thought that an 
entire world would recognize the authority of 
one common court of law was unimaginable. 

The post WWII era created a false mirage, 
raising unrealistic hopes that humanity had 
reached a post-war state of international har-
mony and global consensus. International 
bodies were established to promote inter-
national cooperation and maintain global 
peace and security. The United Nations was 
the showcase of this new world of harmony. 

Instead, the UN became a mockery, being 
hypocritically manipulated by interest groups. 
As a result, its resolutions have become hol-
low and duplicitous, carrying no meaning or 
validity in the international arena. 

Similarly, this show trial may have the 
same degrading effect upon the integrity of 
the International Court at the Hague. South 
Africa is a corrupt country, scarred by mis-
management, and suffering soaring crime 
rates, including horrific levels of gender based 
violence against women. Their galling prose-
cution of our people on spurious charges is a 
travesty which turns the entire notion of an 
international court into a parody. No court 

in the world should be validating this case or 
should be allowing it to proceed. 

This farcical trial underscores the futility of 
our hopes for complete global cooperation and 
harmony. Despite our greatest efforts, inter-
national harmony can only be delivered from 
above, not from below. One day the world will 
be fully united in its recognition of Hashem as 
the one G-d who chose us as His children to 
inhabit his city in Yerushalayim and provide 
prosperity and inspiration to an entire world. 
DISTORTING A DIVINE TRAIT

Finally, this sham trial is perverting one of the 
core divine traits of Hashem. Hashem is the ְמלך 
 Who desires justice and law and who , המשפט
endowed these instincts to humans, as part of 
their package of divine-like traits called tzelem 
Elokim. He wants us to create societies of justice 
and law enforcement modeled after His con-
cern for justice. Human courts which pervert 
justice vandalize the image of Hashem in our 
world. The charade trial in the Hague isn’t just 
a historical travesty, it is also a divine tragedy. 
Courts are meant to uphold morality, not to facil-
itate immoral agendas of hate. This wreckage of 
justice defaces the presence of Hashem. 

We daven that we can help restore Hashem’s 
presence: 
וצדקינו במשפט , ברוךְ אתה ה’ מלךְ אוהב צדקה 

ומשפט 

Mazel Tov to  
David & Ilana Goodman and family  

on the birth of a granddaughter
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Moving 
Mountains

ר  תָבווֹ כֶוְּ י  כֶוִּ מווֹ  ְ ש� ת  צְבָקווֹ ה  לֶךְְ  נְאֻם־הַמוֶּ חַי־אָנִי 
א ם יָבווֹ יוָּ הָרִים ווּכְֶכֶַרְמֶל בוַּ בוֶּ

“As I live—the word of the King, Whose 
Name is Hashem, Master of Legions, [I swear 
that] like Tabor among mountains and Car-
mel by the sea, so shall this come to pass.”

This profound statement by the Navi 
Yirmiyahu captures the unwavering 
nature of Hashem’s words, using the met-
aphor of mountains – Har Tavor and Har 
Carmel – to convey their immutability. 
Mountains, known for their steadfastness, 
serve as a fitting representation of the 
unchanging nature of Hashem’s directives.

However, the paradox arises when we delve 
into the Midrash, where the same mountains, 
Har Tavor and Har Carmel, are depicted as 
being moved during the time of the Torah’s 
reception. This apparent contradiction invites 
us to explore a deeper understanding of the 
metaphor and its dual interpretation.

The Midrash, rather than negating the sta-
bility associated with mountains, highlights the 

extraordinary impact of the Torah experience. 
It portrays Har Tavor and Har Carmel as not 
merely unyielding geological formations but 
as entities capable of being transformed by the 
Divine Word. This transformation is not a devi-
ation from their nature but a testament to the 
profound influence of Hashem’s teachings.

Moreover, the Midrash expands on the 
metaphor, attributing different elements to 
the movement of each mountain. Har Tavor 
is moved by the earth, symbolizing the fixed 
and grounded aspects of our existence, while 
Har Carmel is moved by the sea, represent-
ing the fluid and dynamic facets of life. This 
intricate symbolism suggests that Torah 
learning creates a permanent change as well 
as continuous development in individuals.

We are soon approaching the conclusion of 
the second cycle of Torat Imecha Nach Yomi 
and the beginning of the third cycle. May the 
Torah, likened to the unmovable mountains 
and yet capable of moving them, guide us 
on a transformative path, anchoring us in 
our spiritual foundation while propelling us 
towards continued growth and connection. 
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The Spirit  
of Wealth

On the eve of the Exodus, before the 
culminating plague of the firstborn, God 
instructed Moshe to tell the Jewish people 
to ask their Egyptian neighbors for their 
finery—“silver and gold jewelry” (Exodus 
11:2)1 —which they dutifully 
did (Exodus 12:35-36). Although 
a final financial blow to the 
Egyptian slave owners and 
their abettors and enablers, this 
transfer of wealth was actually 
foretold to Avraham centuries 
earlier, during the vision at the 
the berit bein ha-betarim, the 
Covenant between the Parts: “...
and afterwards they shall leave 
with great possessions” (Genesis 15:14). This 
was also promised to Moshe at the dawn of 
his prophetic career at the burning bush: 
“Each woman shall ask her neighbor for... 
silver and gold jewelry... and you shall 
empty out Egypt” (Exodus 3:22). Why is 
obtaining the material wealth of the Egyp-
tians important for the redemption story?

1. Alternatively, they asked for their fine 
china, and it should be rendered “silver 
and gold utensils,” as the word keli has 
various meanings. The sense is the same: the 
acquisition of something slaves could not 
imagine being theirs.

One approach espoused by Rabbeinu 
Chananel and the Chizkuni is that this con-
stituted reparations for centuries of forced 
labor.2 This was a literal object lesson in justice 
ultimately being served; in the fullness of time, 
God punishes the wicked and rewards the 
righteous. It further reinforced the theological 
lessons of the plagues, with God’s invisible 
hand moving around wealth as He saw fit.

 Still, one wonders, is this sufficient cause for 
the Torah to mention it four times? Rav Avra-

ham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook 
suggested a different approach 
based on the following Talmudic 
passage quoted in the name of the 
academy of Rabbi Yannai:

God asked the Jewish people 
for a favor: Please ask Egypt 
for gold and silver jewelry, 
so that that righteous man 
(=Avraham) will not be able to 
claim, “He fulfilled for them 

‘they shall enslave and oppress them’ (Gen-
esis 15:13) but he did not fulfill for them 
‘afterwards they shall leave with great pos-
sessions’ (15:14).”3

What is so significant about this aspect of 
God’s promise to Avraham that He was con-
cerned that he would complain, as it were? 
And why was this phrased as a request?

In his commentary on this dictum, Rav Kook 

2. Rabbeinu Chananel on Exodus 11:2; Chizkuni 
on Genesis 15:4 and Exodus 3:22 (cf. the 
commentary on Exodus 11:2).
3. Berachot 9a–b.

proposed that the Israelites’ enrichment was 
a critical component of their redemption and 
not merely the cherry on top.4 First, slavery 
crushes body and spirit alike. After 210 years 
of grueling, relentless laboring for others, 
the Jewish slaves needed to begin thinking of 
themselves as masters of their own destiny. In 
the very early stages of the redemption, the text 
relates that the Israelites had difficulty accept-
ing Moshe’s message of hope and freedom 
because of their “smallness of spirit” (Exodus 
6:9).5 It was necessary to make something 
unimaginable very real in order to break them 
out of their small-mindedness, to expand their 
focus beyond the day’s toil and gruel. The sud-
den acquisition of precious metals would serve 
to awaken their sense of self-worth and to 
bolster their ambitions. Bedecked in gold and 
silver, their spirits could not help but be raised. 
God phrased this as a request to demonstrate 
to them that this wealth was the means and not 
the end. Enriching the people allowed them to 
broaden their horizons enough to bring spiri-
tual greatness into their field of view.

Second, the desire to acquire material 
wealth is necessary for the Jewish nation to 
fulfill its divine mission. Only a nation that 
can garner the respect and admiration of the 
nations can be influential on the world stage. 
Countries interacting with the Jewish nation 
in the arena of commerce and finance are 
more likely to seek out Israel’s unique wis-
dom and divine knowledge. Prosperity and 
a robust sense of Jewish pride enable and 
empower Israel to be a light unto the nations.

If the Jewish people had not been given 
riches as promised, Avraham would have 

4. Ein Ayah, Berachot, 1:114.
5. See commentaries on this verse for other 
interpretations of the phrase mi-kotzer ru’ach.

complained not only because God had broken 
a promise, but because a vital development in 
the actualization of our founding father’s vision 
would have been missing. Striving to attain spir-
itual heights and to disseminate divine wisdom 
defined Avraham’s life and would become the 
hallmark of the entire Jewish people.

The licensed appropriation of Egypt’s 
wealth is not just another detail in the dra-
matic story of the Exodus. It is a central 
theme, worthy of its repeated emphasis, in 
the evolution and development of the Jewish 
nation. It was an act that helped shake our 
people from their tunnel vision so that they 
could envision great accomplishments of the 
spirit. The nation of Israel would soon stand 
at Sinai, accept upon themselves a life of spir-
itual nobility, and assume the historic task of 
rectifying the world by means of the innova-
tive and eternal ideals of the Torah. All the 
wealth of Egypt could not have compensated 
the slaves for their generations of enslave-
ment, but a taste of those riches was enough 
to buy priceless freedom of the spirit. 
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Eiruv Chatzeirot at a Hospital 

Question: At a hospital, is it necessary to 
have an eiruv chatzeirot to carry inside the 
building?

Answer: That is an excellent question, 
as many people think an eiruv is only the 
tzurot hapesach (posts and connecting 
cord) that complete an area’s halachic 
walls. The physical walls do create a 
reshut hayachid (private domain, where 
it is permitted to carry) of what otherwise 
would have been a reshut harabim (public 
domain, where it is forbidden to carry), 
either based on Torah law or, more likely 
Rabbinically (karmelit). However, Shlomo 
Hamelech instituted a prohibition on 
carrying from a domain belonging to one 
person/group to a domain belonging to 
another (Eiruvin 21b) unless they placed 
an eiruv chatzeirot. The reason for the pro-
hibition is that if people are accustomed to 
moving from domain to domain without 
thought, they may carry from a reshut hay-
achid to a reshut harabim (Rashi ad loc.). 

The eiruv chatzerot is a significant 
amount of bread (practically, matza, 
because of its shelf life) belonging jointly to 
the Jews of a given enclosed area, placed at 
a location which halachically unites the liv-
ing units of all (see Shulchan Aruch, Orach 

Chayim 366:1). There is also a need, if there 
are more than one Jewish living unit in 
the area, to nominally “rent” the non-Jew-
ish property from the area’s non-Jews or 
from one with authority to act on their 
behalf (ibid. 382:1). (Completely irreligious 
Jews count as non-Jews regarding these 
halachot – see ibid. 385:3). These steps are 
taken regularly by community rabbis who 
are in charge of the “eiruv,” and can last 
quite a while, but it is daunting, at best, for 
a simple Jew to do this for his short visit at 
a hospital. Therefore, it is critical to see if 
this setting requires an eiruv chatzeirot.

The hospital is presumably owned by 
one entity, and it does not make a differ-
ence if it is publicly or privately owned, 
and if privately, if by an organization, 
corporation, family, or individual. The 
important thing is that it is not that differ-
ent rooms are owned by different entities. 
The question is whether when the hospital 
gives living rights to patients, who usually 
pay (directly or through medical coverage 
on their behalf), this creates new entities 
who jointly occupy the facility. In fact, if a 
lone owner of an apartment building rents 
out apartments (for 30 days – ibid. 370:8), 
the building likely requires an eiruv chat-
zeirot (e.g., if it has multiple Jewish tenants 
and is not included in a larger eiruv).

A few factors cause the usage of part 

of an area by other entities to not be con-
sidered, in our context, the owner ceding 
his control over those areas. One is if the 
owner can move a sub-area’s residents 
from one place to another (see Minchat 
Yitzchak IV:55; Be’ur Halacha to 370:3). 
In our case, even if the hospital cannot 
remove a patient from the hospital, he 
can move him from room to room, which 
might be enough to allow carrying because 
no room “belongs” to him. 

Another factor that might help is tefisat 
yad, i.e., the owner retains usage of the 
room he gave to another, by means of 
keeping there an object of his that cannot 

be readily moved from the room on Shab-
bat due to size or muktzeh status (Shulchan 
Aruch, 370:2). This might apply to some of 
the furniture or medical equipment in the 
room (see Igrot Moshe, OC I:141). On the 
other hand, some argue that furniture in 
a furnished rental is not tefisat yad, as it is 
part of the rental (see Shemirat Shabbat 
K’hilchata 17:(58)). Application of this idea 
to hospital settings can be complex.

Another unifying factor is if all the units 
share a service (e.g., fed from one kitchen, 
laundry service), although this may not be a 
sufficient leniency on its own (see Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 370:4 and Mishna Berura 370:33).

By applying the above principles, one 
can presume that he can carry from a 
room to the halls and other rooms in a 
hospital (see Netivot Shabbat 34:13; Eiru-
vin 46a). A hospital chaplain can look into 
its specific setup and act to remove all 
doubt if there is some need or to placate 
the overly nervous. 

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BAKA - stunning 3 story house on a quiet 
and pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end 
designed,  swimming-pool, large wrap 
around garden, parking

MENDEL 052-8980111
BAKA / MEKOR CHAIM – 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd 
floor, elevator, renovated by architect, 
fireplace, air conditioning, very central, 
close to all amenities

2850000 NIS - MENDEL 052-8980111   
BAKA - Large 4 rooms, TAMA 38 advanced 
for 5 rooms + souccah/balcony, central, 
bright, to renovate, Close to cafes, 
schools, buses...,

3400000 NIS - MICHAEL 0523202488
TALPIOT / Recent building 4 rooms, 
spacious, luxurious, terrace/succah, 14m, 
open view, master bedroom, calm, A/C, 
store-room, parking 

3760000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488

Mazal Tov to  
Valerie Seidner and family on the 

marriage of her granddaughter, Hodaya
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
New on the Market in Rechavia!  
Ground floor completely accessible, spacious & airy  
4 rooms, 10m mirpeset, parking, tons of potential,  
2 entrances so the 3rd bedroom can be used as a  
clinic /office or studio unit. 4.17m shekel
Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim
Spacious 4.5 rooms, 100m with a 9m Sukka mirpeset, 
one floor up, good shape, 4 exposures, newly renovated 
bathrooms. 3.37m shekel
For Rent in Katamon 
30m studio on Bustani street, ground floor,  
small garden, for independent people over 55,  
3500nis/month incl va'ad habyit & heat

Rivi Frankel is a sought after licensed tour guide in Israel 
for groups, families, and individuals of all ages. She 
is a Tanach lecturer, has run educational programing 
aroud the world, and currently lives in Jerusalem.

RIVI FRANKEL

HOLY SITES IN ISRAEL

Tu B’ Shvat  
- A Long 

Journey Home
Growing up in New Jersey, to me, Tu B’shvat 

was the holiday of ‘bokser’. To those unfamiliar, 
bokser is dried carob, and somehow, every year, 
it appeared in our classrooms, a few pieces, in 
a plastic cup on the teacher’s desk. We would 
pick it apart, examine the little carob seeds, and 
the courageous among us would brave a bite, 
quickly spitting out the bitter casing in disgust.

The carob may not be one of the seven 
species, but it is native to the Land of Israel 
and has been grown here since ancient 
times. And while it is not the prettiest, nor 
tastiest, of the foods at the Tu B’Shvat seder, 
it does have deep significance. The carob tree 
symbolizes stability and dependability. The 
Mishna in Bava Batra 2:11 discusses a law 
requiring people to plant trees at a distance 
far enough away from a neighbor’s water 
source, so as not to encroach upon it. The 
standard distance is 25 cubits, but the carob 
tree, mentioned specifically, must be planted 
50 cubits away because of its long roots. 

We also see that the fruit of the tree is 
dependable. Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, 
his son (Shabbat 33b) and Rabbi Chanina 
Ben Dosa (Brachot 17b) were all sustained 
by eating carob. In fact, the measurement 
used in the diamond industry, the carat, 

comes from the weight of a carob seed, 
which was so dependably uniform that it 
was used as an official measurement!

Despite its many benefits, a carob tree takes 
a long time to produce fruit. The Gemara 
in Taanit 23b tells a story about Choni 
HaMe’agel, famous demander of rain. Choni 
meets a man planting a carob tree and is 
confused as to why the man would bother if 
the tree wouldn’t produce fruit for another 
70 years. The man explains that today’s carob 
trees were planted by the generations before, 
so now he must plant for future generations. 

The main reason bokser became part of 
the Tu B’Shvat experience was because it 
stored well, traveled easily and was often 
the only fruit people could find in winter.

We have the tremendous zechut to live in 
Eretz Yisrael where we have an abundance 
of fresh, delicious fruit to enjoy at our Tu 
B’shvat seder. There is beauty in adding 
carob to that array- a symbol of the depend-
able legacy of generations of Jews who came 
before us, who dreamed of this Land and 

kept that dream alive for their children. Like 
the carob, able to withstand harsh conditions 
and long journeys, our ancestors traveled 
distances with their faith to sustain them. 
And like the carob that takes more than a 
generation to grow, thousands of years of 
Jews have watered their faith, praying that 
one day their children could come home. 

And here we are today, reaping the fruits of 
those dreams, while continuing to lovingly tend 
to the faith and hope that future generations 
will flourish here in peace and prosperity. 
Rivi is leading a Tu b’Shvat tour and seder together 
with expert photographer Rebecca Kowalsky on 
Thursday morning, January 25th. Please email  
rivi@yeshisrael.com for more info and to register.

THIS WEEK:  
“Am Yisrael Chai!” Collecting 

for Tzitzit for the soldiers. 

See What We Do
www.Yeshezra.org

Bank transfer: Mercantile (17), 
Branch 642, A/C 79747843 
(Send Asmachta for tax receipt)
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card: Sara – 077-820-0196.  
Sun/Mon/Wed (10:15am-2.45 pm)

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff
050-570-1067  |  menpmp@gmail.com

HELPING  
OUR SOLDIERS   
ASSISTING  
THE NEEDY

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM
FOLDING CHAIRS

 WWW.FOLDEES.CO.IL  |        058-707-8181  

 COMFORT & DESIGN | MULTIPLE MODELS & COLORS |  FAST DELIVERY
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Michal Silverstein, MS
Dear T.R.
Thank you for asking this 

very relevant and timely 
question.

Adults as well as children are over-
whelmed with emotions when they hear 
about a terrorist attack. When they become 
more frequent, the feeling of uncertainty 
and loss of control can create much anxiety. 
There are certain guidelines to keep in mind 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting,
Following the recent string of 

terrorist attacks, my son, 11, has 
become very anxious. I, of course, 
have also been affected by all the loss 
and trauma. I’m not sure how much 
or how little to share with him in gen-
eral and specifically regarding my 
own emotional experience.  For exam-
ple, should I try not to cry and be sad 
around him? T.R. 

when responding to children under these 
circumstances.

Firstly, it’s important to give children a safe 
space to speak, meaning a space to express 
them selves in the way that is natural for 
them. Some children don’t have much of a 
reaction and others will cry, show anger and 
frustration. They may say things that you 
don’t agree with or challenge you. Giving 
them the space to do this is crucial.

Next, when they ask questions, try to give 
them accurate information, answering only 
the questions they ask. Stay focused. It’s not 
necessary to elaborate or get sidetracked by 
politics or other similar situations. Explana-
tions should be given in an age appropriate 
manner. Just like your rules are age appro-
priate your discussions should be as well. 
Having more detailed, graphic conversations 
is more appropriate with an 18 than a 10 year 
old. 

It’s important to keep an eye out for both 
emotional and physical signs of distress. 
If your child looks sad, has crying spells, 
becomes fearful or angry or is experienc-
ing changes in sleeping and eating patterns, 
he may need extra help processing the cur-
rent state of events. Be aware of behavioral 
changes.

Regarding your own emotional state, it’s 
important to model emotions in front of your 
children. Seeing you express your feelings 
will allow your child to do the same. That 
being said, there is also a limit. You do not 

For Sale: 
25 Ben Maimon, 4 rooms, 113m,  

2 bathrooms, porch, 1st floor, elevator, 
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

OU ISRAEL PARENTING COLUMN
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Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD

Parenting Our 
Adult-Children

As parents, we often think that as time 
goes on, our acquired experience ought 
to make parenting simpler.  But what 
many parents find is that as their child 
gets older, the challenges of parenting 
become more complex.  One aspect of 
this complexity that many parents raise 
is the shifting relationship with their 
child as the child grows through adoles-
cence into early adulthood.  During this 
time, the child is clearly going through 
an array of transitions, both externally 
and internally.  As a result, the relation-
ship between the child and his parents 
is changing, and parents may struggle as 
they navigate this shift.    

Most parents understand that for a 
younger child, instruction, guidance, and 
oversight are intrinsic to their roles as par-
ents.  Parents also know that just because 
they utter “Baruch she’petarani“ that does 
not mean the end of their responsibili-
ties toward their child.  However, most 
parents recognize that at a certain point, 
their child becomes an adult, and as such, 
he is now responsible for himself and 
his own decisions.  Ideally, the child and 
his parents form what we might call an 
“adult relationship.”  The challenge that 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

many parents face is figuring out how to 
successfully adapt their relationship with 
a younger child into an adult relationship 
with an adult child.  

One reason this transition period is 
confusing is that the duration of the shift 
to adulthood, for many people, is not uni-
form and may stretch over many years.  
The traditional Western value, even if 
it was never reality for many people, is 
that a person turns 18 and becomes fully 
responsible for himself.  He starts to earn 
some money, lives on his own, pays his own 
way, and looks to get married, all in fairly 
short order. All of these lifecycle milestones 
would indicate that the child has become 
an adult.   

But in today’s world, and especially in 
frum communities, the markers of adult-
hood are far less clear.  Young adults are 
typically not able to pay their own way, due 
to some combination of advanced Torah 
study, attending college or university, and 
a higher cost of living. There is also an 
emphasis on marriage, such that young 
men and women marry and have children 
years before they are able to financially 
support their young family.  This compli-
cated reality can make it difficult to figure 
out the contours of an adult relationship 
between parents and their child.     

The slow march toward independence 
means that there are not clear demar-
cations for where the child exists in his 

DR. ETHAN EISEN, PHD

Rabbi Dr. Ethan Eisen is the Clinical Director for Thank you 
Hashem’s Israel Initiative helping soldiers and their families.

Trauma
“Trauma” is a word that we’ve all heard 

or said thousands of times in the past few 
months, and each person, family, and com-
munity likely have their own unique defini-
tion of this word based on their own experi-
ences. As the military has been doing its job 
to defend the people of Israel, and medical 
staff has helped bring the injured back to 
health, spiritual leaders and mental health 
professionals have been tasked with support-
ing the spiritual and psychological needs of 
the returning soldiers and their families. 

Mental health professionals, like psychia-
trists, psychologists, and social workers, have 
a crucial role to play in helping to address 
the shifting psychological and emotional 
challenges in this war. In addition to those 
directly impacted by the fiercest parts of the 
war, many others might be struggling—chil-
dren who remain unsettled from running to 
the bomb shelters when air-raid siren sound, 
or who have been concerned for their parent 
or sibling who has been gone for several 
months; wives of soldiers who are balancing 
home life with concern for their husband; 
and people whose pre-existing mental dis-
tress has been triggered by exposure to the 
war, among others. 

At times, in our communal focus on the 
psychological and emotional support and 
the developments of contemporary medical 

and psychological science, we can overlook 
the great wisdom of our mesorah in helping 
us understand and address life’s greatest 
challenges. To name a few relevant aspects, 
In recent weeks, I have had conversations 
about how the Sages of our tradition have 
confronted questions of guilt in the context of 
war. Sadness and grief are experiences that 
individuals, families, and communities have 
endured throughout our history, and our 
tradition provides deep insight into how to 
mourn our loved ones, how to make meaning 
from tragedy, and how to permit ourselves to 
regular day-to-day functioning. Our prophets 
taught us timeless lessons about how to show 
kindness and compassion to those who are 
vulnerable and downtrodden, a message 
echoed through the generations of Jewish 
communities showing up for one another in 
times of need. The Sages of the Talmud and 
beyond have taught us about the corrosive 
nature of holding onto anger, the value and 
process of seeking and granting forgiveness, 
engagement in community life, and any num-
ber of other values that can form the founda-
tion for repair in the aftermath of devastation. 

 I share these reflections to say that to best 
provide for those affected by the war, in 
addition to supporting the invaluable work 
of mental health professionals, we would 
also benefit from seeking guidance from 
the wisdom of our vast mesorah. To bring 
one example of many that I have recently 
studied, Rabbi Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss, the 
author of the Minchas Yitzchak, was one of 

the great poskim of the latter half of the 20th 
century. In consecutive teshuvos (5:55-56), 
he addresses questions posed to him in the 
1970s about tragic circumstances during the 
Holocaust. In these responses, the reader 
gains understanding about trauma and guilt, 
which can resurface after decades of dor-
mancy. One learns about Torah perspectives 
on culpability, human error, and guidelines 
for seeking atonement. Through the words 
and language that he uses, Rav Weiss’s com-
passion for the questioner comes through, 
providing guidance to the reader for how he 
or she might relate to these same issues. 

As we begin to confront the various psy-
chological, emotional, relationship, and 
spiritual challenges faced by those impacted 
by this war, we would do well to access the 
knowledge and experience of both mental 
health professionals and spiritual leaders 
who are connected to the profound wis-
dom of our mesorah. These professionals 
and leaders should seek out each other’s 
perspectives and experiences to better 
serve their communities, and please God, 
together, we can provide the best support 
possible to those affected by this war. 

12     TORAH TIDBITS 1440 / CHAYEI SARA 5782

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz • rabbikravitz@JewsforJudaism.org 
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Real Life Rescues
Real Life Rescues 
EMT Saves Baby from  
Severe Allergic Reaction  
Following First Taste of Tahini
On a recent Tuesday morning in Jerusalem, parents 
were feeding their 6-month-old baby and introduced 
him to tahini for the first time. Within minutes, the 
baby developed a severe allergic reaction. The 
infant's parents immediately called emergency 
services, seeking urgent help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Klein, 
alerted to the emergency through his proximity alert 
system, sprang into action as the first responder on 
the scene. Arriving promptly, Shalom was confronted 
with a distressing sight - a baby boy with swollen lips 
and tongue, struggling to breathe, and covered in a 
worrisome rash.

Recognizing the symptoms as indicative of an 
anaphylactic shock, the volunteer knew immediate 
intervention was crucial. Without hesitation, he 
administered a life-saving EpiPen injection, delivering 
a dose of epinephrine to counteract the severe 
allergic reaction. The powerful medication quickly 
took effect, and the infant's breathing became less 
labored. The swelling in the lips and tongue began to 
subside, providing much-needed relief to the child.

As the symptoms continued to recede, the EMT 
monitored his condition while awaiting the arrival of 
a mobile intensive care ambulance. Several minutes 
later, the ambulance team arrived and transported 
the infant to the nearest hospital for further 
treatment and observation.

Reflecting on the incident, Shalom emphasized the 
importance of having an EpiPen readily available. 
"It's a great thing 
I had an EpiPen in 
my medical kit," he 
stated. "An EpiPen 
can save a person's 
life within minutes 
and is a huge help 
for both EMTs and 
patients."
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‘INCREDIBLY MOVING’: KIRYAT GAT HEAD 
OF UNITED HATZALAH WOMEN’S UNIT 
DELIVERS BABY IN EMERGENCY BIRTH
Last Sunday evening, at approximately 7 p.m. in 
Kiryat Gat, emergency services were called to assist 
a 40-year-old pregnant woman in her ninth month 
after her water broke.
United Hatzalah volunteer Hila Rinkoff, a senior EMT 
and head of the Kiryat Gat Women's Unit, was at home 
when she received the alert on her communications 
device. Responding in her private vehicle, Rinkoff 
reached the scene in under three minutes.
Upon arrival, Rinkoff found the pregnant woman 
waiting outside. She quickly and professionally began 
assessing the woman’s medical condition, noting that 
the contractions were severe, occurring every two 
minutes. Rinkoff quickly contacted the United Hatzalah 
Dispatch Center and requested paramedic assistance 
at their location. A United Hatzalah ambulance arrived, 
and the crew assisted the woman into the vehicle, 
continuing assessments while awaiting the arrival of 
the Advanced Life Support ambulance.
Suddenly, the woman expressed a sudden need to 
push. Rinkoff quickly checked, and observed that 
the baby's head was crowning. The ambulance 
crew immediately initiated the delivery procedure, 
helping the woman regulate her breathing and 
guiding her through the intense contractions. 
Shortly after, the Advanced Life Support Ambulance 
pulled up, and the paramedic quickly entered 
the United Hatzalah ambulance to assist with the 
imminent birth. A beautiful baby girl was born 
shortly thereafter.
The paramedic assessed the newborn and confirmed 
the baby's health. Both mother and baby were 
transferred to the Advanced Life Support Ambulance 
and transported to the hospital for monitoring and 
further examination.
“No matter how many births I have been at, it’s always 
incredibly moving to help a woman bring new life 
into the world,” reflected 
Rinkoff. “The mother told 
me how helpful it was for 
her that a woman was 
with her at that stressful 
but beautiful moment. It 
really calmed her down 
and made the delivery so 
much more pleasant for 
her in that uncomfortable 
situation.”
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could obliterate all of those trying to destroy 
us. בעל מלחמות מצמיח ישועות. 

Reb Aryeh Levine the Tzadik of Jerusalem 
was known as the “prison rabbi” for his work 
visiting the political prisoners during the 
British mandate. An iconic line that he would 
always repeat to those in chains was ישועת ה 
 The salvation of Hashem comes in“ .כֶהרף עין
the blink of an eye.” We should be zoche to a 
swift victory over all of our enemies and the 
return of all the Jewish people to their homes.

Ometz Shmidman
12th Grade, Alon Shvut
Behind the Egyptians

Is פרעה really guilty? After all, he didn’t 
have a choice whether to send ישראל  or בני 
not, as we see several times in the Parsha, 
God doesn’t let him say yes. This begs the 
question, if God did not make פרעה decide 
to say no, would he have said yes? We must 
ponder why the Egyptians have been pun-
ished if there were doing as they should, 
punishing Am Israel. One answer is that while 
that is true, the Egyptians took it further and 

Gush Chapter Director
In the Blink of an Eye

Yetziat Mitzraim is filled with incredible 
miracles. From the changing of the Nile 
from water to blood, the hybrid of fire and 
ice seen in the hail, or the splitting of the 
sea, there are many breathtaking and won-
drous moments in the exodus. It seems like 
when we open up Tanach, it is filled with 
these incredible miracles, and when we look 
around we don’t seem to see such miracles. 

However over the past 75 years we have 
seen miracle after miracle in the Land of 
Israel. From the returning of millions of 
Jews from the four corners of the earth or 
to the settling of what was thought to be 
an inhospitable desert, we live in a gener-
ation where we are witnessing miraculous 
prophecies being fulfilled all around us. 

The Ramban writes in this week’s Parsha that 
the belief in miracles is a fundamental part of 
Judaism. This means to believe that ultimately 
nature and science has no power in of itself but 
rather is a function of the more constant will of 
Hashem. To know that in a moment Hashem 
can flip the script and change the laws of nature. 

Part of this war is the constant checking 
of the news on our phones, television, and 
WhatsApp. We become so obsessed and 
focused with all the military progress in Gaza 
and the North. We tend to get so focused on 
the worldly details of the situation. While this 
is of course important, it’s vital to keep the 
belief in our hearts that in a moment Hashem 

punished us more than they were supposed 
to, resulting in them being punished for over-
stepping. In this Parsha we go through three 
 Each one worse than the one before .מכֶות
it. It says in Dvarim 28:67 ן מִי־יִתוֵּ וֹאמַר  תוּ וֹקֶר  בוּ  "בוַּ
וֹקֶר”. ן בוּ וֹאמַר מִי־יִתוֵּ  It says that in the עֶרֶב ווּבָעֶרֶב תוּ
morning they would wish for night and at 
night they would wish for morning. The 
Pshat is to say that they wished for the day to 
be over and after the day is over they wished 
for the night to be over. In the Talmud Bavli in 
Masechet Sotah there is another explanation 
that is offered, that instead of hoping for the 
following night during the day, they would 
wish for the previous night over the current 
morning for compared to this morning, last 
night was a picnic. In my opinion, the Egyp-
tians were in the same state, after each מכֶה, 
they would wish it was the previous one from 
how horrible this one is. Shabbat Shalom! 
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attribute of Emet, truth in Yaakov. And 
above all, G-d valued their commitment 
to passing on these valued attributes to 
their descendants. That is why He ‘chose 
us from all the nations.’

Our chosenness has nothing to do with 
high intelligence. It has to do with Midot, 
character traits. At the end of the day, 
this is what we are all about. The central 
challenge to us is working on our per-
sonal Midot. The Vilna Gaon said that 
the reason we are here in this world is to 
improve a Midah, which we have thus far 
not perfected. Therefore, we must always 
work on this, for if we do not improve 
our Midot while we are here, what is the 
purpose of life? We must instill this con-
cept in our children and grandchildren 
that bringing home a Report Card with 
all “A’s” on academic subjects will bring 
them a reward but getting all “A’s” on 
the Midot side will bring even a greater 
reward. 
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This Dvar Torah is dedicated in loving memory 
of Yita bat Shlomo, Rav Aharon Ziegler’s mother 
whose yahrzeit is on Shavuot.

Torah Tidbits extends a mazal tov to Rav Ziegler 
on his upcoming book of Torah Derashot, “The 
Sapphire Bricks of Torah” 
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