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THIS WEEK'S COVER PHOTO

Photo taken by Shlomo
Gherman on a safari on South
Africa. Shlomo Gherman made
aliyah with his wife from East
Meadow NY. and they live in
Jerusalem. The photo captures
the might and courage of Am
Yisrael which is the theme of
Yaakov's blessing to Yehudah.
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"Zevulun shall dwell at the shore of the sea" (49:13)
"Yissachar is a large-boned donkey" (49:14)
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Why when addressing Yissachar and Zevulun, did Yaakov first refer to the younger one, while when Yaakov instructed
his blessings on the rest of his children, he did so according to their chronological birth sequence? Why did he reverse
the order by Yissachar and Zevulun?

The Rashbam (Rabbi Shmuel ben Meir, grandson of Rashi 1085-1158) points out (as referred to by Rashi) that Zevulun
engaged in trade using ships to bring wares from abroad. It was Zevulun who provided sustenance for the tribe of Yis-
sachar, allowing the latter to be engaged in the study of Torah. This is why Zevulun is mentioned before Yissachar, for he
made it possible for Yissachar to go unscathed and devote himself to Torah. Yissachar's reward for his unwavering study
of Torah was shared by both.

Shabbat Shalom
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

A few weeks ago in these pages, I wrote
about my tremendous optimism for the
future of our youth. Since my professional
career has been involved in working with
youth for decades, over the years I find
myself being asked sharp questions about
the current state of our youth and engag-
ing in conversations centered around
concerns parents and educators are facing
with the younger generation.

The most common concerns center around
children being addicted to their smartphones
and glued to their screens, being an “instant
gratification” generation, lacking respect
towards their elders, and how they dress. I
hear a lot of these concerns, and the reality is
that these are indeed valid concerns. These
are real issues. One concerning fact to point
to is that we’'ve seen a significant drop in
Israeli teens enrolling in the IDF upon grad-
uating high school, an area our organization
focuses on heavily in our work with the OU
Israel Youth Centers and NCSY Israel. It is
thanks to the tremendous efforts of our staff
that Baruch Hashem 94% of our graduating
seniors attend pre-army mechinot, Yeshivot/
Midrashot, IDF service or sherut leumni.

People are worried about the future of
the Jewish people. We all feel the responsi-
bility of making sure the next generation
will be ready to keep our nation secure, to
be our next generation’s rabbis, doctors,
lawyers, entrepreneurs, accountants, librar-
ians, politicians and so on. With so many
parents and educators concerned about the
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youth we wonder how the next generation
will stand up to the task?

In this week’s parsha we see how Yaakov
Avinu, on his deathbed, asks his children
to promise that he would be taken back to
the Land of Israel after he dies, to be bur-
ied next to his forefathers in Chevron. Why
was he so concerned about where he was
buried? I believe it is because he wanted
to show them, by example, that while he
could have stayed in Egypt, the link to his
father and grandfather was everything. It’s
what consumed him in his dying wishes.
He wanted to maintain that connection, to
his family and to Eretz Yisrael.

What those parents, teachers, and youth
professionals are worried about, I worry
about too. Then I ask myself, were we so
much better when we were younger? True,
we didn’t have smartphones and social
media, but we were also teenagers. We had
our fair share of problems and attitudes.
What I advise parents today is to lead by
example. Be like Yaakov Avinu who led by
example and showed his children what
our priorities must be — to our family, to

May Torah learned from this issue
be in loving memory of
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our Land. We must show the next genera-
tion what to do, not tell them what to do.

As I wrote in this column several weeks
ago, we Baruch Hashem have a lot to be
optimistic about. What I've seen come from
our youth in terms of volunteering, activ-
ism, and unity has been nothing short of
amazing. If anything, our youth these last
three months have been showing us, the
adults, what to do, and not the other way
around. I've been so inspired by what I've
seen coming from the youth today. They
have shown us that they do love this Land.
That they are anything but lazy. They are
willing to risk their lives every single day for
their fellow Jews, whether they know them
or they don’t. ’'m very optimistic.

Where did such passion come from that
hundreds of soldiers are being recorded
declaring aloud “Shema Yisrael” in prepara-
tion to go into Gaza? When they sing proudly
as they leave Gaza, “Ani maamin - I believe in
perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah, and
even should he tarry I await for him every
day”? Where they stand in uniform and unity
at their friends’ funerals? Where they help
take care of the families at the shiva houses
and beyond? Where the roads are lined with
youth holding Israeli flags as families go to
bury their loved ones? Despite all the chal-
lenges, we’re seeing our youth at their very
best. How can we explain it? What is it that

is connecting our youth in such an incredible
way to its Torabh, its people, and its Land?
Regarding the Torah, just look at the
amount of yeshivot and midrashot opening
in Israel every year. It’s absolutely phe-
nomenal to see how many young women
are taking off a year or more to attend Mid-
rasha before or after their Sherut Leumi.
We see so many boys finishing high school
and going to yeshiva gevoha, yeshivot hes-
der, or mechinah, for a year or more before
going to the IDF. When there are so many
young men and women enriching them-
selves in Torah learning, it’s only natural
that there will be a greater connection to
Hashem across the board in the army.
Regarding the people of Israel, I think we
all felt what it meant to be disunified and

Dedicated in memory of
our dear brother
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divided in the months leading up to Sukkot,
but Simchat Torah was an end to that. Yes,
some people today want to go back to that
lack of unity, with protests and general divi-
sion, but the vast majority of this country has
declared that they are done with the fighting.
Our youth see that. They see the unity. If we
want to continue to have our youth support
us, we need to show them we are committed
to that unity. That we are one nation, one
family, and that we stand together.

Regarding the Land of Israel, the rise in
antisemitism that we have seen around the
world has cemented in our minds the need
for our Jewish Homeland. However, while
antisemitism can scare us, there is something
deeper connecting us to Eretz Yisrael. What
we're seeing is what I saw on Chanukah. My
family had many ideas for the day I was off for
Chanukah. But my kids all said, let’s volunteer.
Let’s go to a farm to help and connect to the
Land. It reinforced in my mind what I've been
seeing in our youth - how they desire this Land
so much. How even though they only had
two days off from school for Chanukah, they
wanted to spend it helping Israeli farmers.

Remember, it had just rained on Chanu-
kah. The fields were full of mud, but that
didn’t deter them one bit. We all went, and
we got full of mud. We got on our hands
and knees, picking weed after weed after
weed, between roses and kohlrabi grow-
ing. To have dirt and mud between our
fingers, connecting to the Land in such a
sensory way, walking its rows and working
its fields, there is nothing like it.

We saw endless lines of cars of people
coming to volunteer in all the moshavim
down south, to help those farmers. We
met people who had been working this
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Land their entire lives. We met workers,
Thai workers as well, who stayed. But to
see our kids, the youth of today, go over
to the farmers just to thank them for this
opportunity, to see that was truly beautiful.
It was remarkable to see our youth connect
and to see how we are all in this together.

So, there is no reason for any of us to be
surprised when our younger generation steps
up, because they are looking at us. They see
full buses leaving from the OU Israel Center,
the JNF, and so many other wonderful orga-
nizations, to go to volunteer and help out in
the fields, the hospitals and the shiva houses.
And now we are looking to them, where we
see such passion, such inspiration, and we
are inspired, we are made passionate through
them. So many adults today are learning from
our youth about how to sacrifice for the Jew-
ish people, for its Torah, and its Land.

That blessing we received from Yaakov
Avinu, which many of us sing to our children
every night, goes, “Hamalach hagoel - the angel
who has redeemed me from all evil, may He
bless the lads, and let them carry my name,
along with the names of my fathers, Avraham
and Yitzchak. May they increase in the Land
like fish.” This blessing connects us to the gen-
erations of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. We
know that we will increase and multiply. We
understand that we will be blessed. And we
understand that we will be connected, to each
other, to our Land, and to our heritage.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring

Shabbat, Show your e
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, ——  toTorahTidbits yh3 —a
AF by donating = “ﬁ
Rabbi Avi Berman [=]> i
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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From Other
to Brother

How do we overcome apathy and hostil-
ity and instead solidify our commitment to
each other?

The city of Shechem symbolizes the com-
plexity of that challenge. That is the place
where we saw within the Jewish family
both the apex of compassion and the nadir
of cruelty. The same Shimon and Levi who
destroyed Shechem’s inhabitants as an act
of revenge on behalf of their sister, Dina,
would later plan in that very same place to
kill their own brother Yosef. And again, gen-
erations later, the split of the Jewish people

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of
and nnwi nyH
My dear husband, Our father,
grandfather, and great grandfather
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Iris and Shimon Felix and family
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021NN NI ANININNWI RN

8 TORAH TIDBITS 1546 / VAYECHI

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

ORTHODOX
J UNION iz
Enhancing Jewish Life

into two kingdoms - the ultimate division
of the Jewish family - would also occur in
Shechem (see Rashi to Bereishit 37:14).

How does that happen? How could Shi-
mon and Levi live such a contradiction?
How could a nation split in two?

Sadly, we do this all the time, by defining
a brother or sister as an outsider.

As Yosef was approaching Shechem (see
Bereishit 37:16-17 and Rashi there), he
encountered a man/angel to whom he turned
to for direction, et achai anochi mevakesh,”
I am seeking out my brothers.” The guide
informed him that they had “moved on” from
seeing him as one of them, nasu mi’zeh, “they
have traveled from this, meaning, they have
removed themselves from feeling brother-
hood.” They spoke of him as “that dreamer”
rather than as “our brother.” One who casts
his brother as a stranger can quickly turn
from his guardian to his enemy.

This is what Yaakov made clear to Shi-
mon and Levi when he addressed them
in his final words (Bereishit 49”5), saying,
“Shimon and Levi are brothers who have
weapons as their tools of enmity.” The term
the Torah uses is m’cheirotethem, a term
that plays on a classic Hebrew contranym,
nachar, a term associated with both recogni-
tion and estrangement. As fiercely commit-
ted as Shimon and Levi were to their family
(Yaakov refers to them as “brothers!”), it
was their ability to go cold on their own
brother that enabled their actions against
him. And it was that same transformation
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of brother to other that divided the unified
Jewish people into two warring kingdoms.

Yaakov granted Yosef the city of
Shechem, where he would eventually
be buried. Yosef travelled the very oppo-
site road of Shimon and Levi. When the
brothers first came to Egypt (Bereishit
42:7), *vayitnakeir aleihem” , he presented
as a stranger, but eventually that stranger
emerged as a caring and dedicated brother.

We are all brothers and sisters, each and
every member of Klal Yisrael, whatever our
observance, belief, or appearance. Kulanu
b’nei ish echad nachnu, “we are all the chil-
dren of one man (Bereishit 42:11).” Yet,
far too often we appear to each other - or
choose to look at each other - as strangers.
We must instead deepen our familiarity and
embrace of each other, building our com-
mitment to and compassion for each other,
b’ahava v’achva v’shalom v’reiut, with love,
brotherhood, peace, and friendship. m

Condolences to
Mrs. Gayla Greenspan
and to Dr. Ari Greenspan
and Dena Lehrman and families
on the passing of her husband
and their father

Rabbi Alan Greenspan z”’1
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY

RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

" PARSHAT VAYECHI

Vayechi means life, yet the parsha begins
with talk of death and ends with death.
Yaakov demands to be buried in Israel.
Yosef swears he will. Yaakov elevates his
grandchildren, Ephraim and Menashe, to
be equal to his children as tribes settling
the Land of Israel. He blesses Ephraim
and Menashe. Yaakov calls all his sons
and blesses each of them. Yaakov dies. He
is buried amidst great honor in Ma’arat
HaMachpela. The brothers are afraid
that now Yosef will exact revenge. Yosef
reassures them. Yosef asks to be buried in
Israel when the Jewish people return. He
dies and is placed in a coffin in Egypt. The
beloved book of Breishit is concluded.

"/‘ 1ST ALIYA (47:28-48:9)
K" Yaakov asks Yosef to swear that
. he will not bury him in Egypt but

rather with his forefathers. Yaakov falls ill.
He tells Yosef that G-d appeared to him in
the Land of Israel; he was told his descen-
dants would have a permanent hold in the
Land of Israel. Ephraim and Menashe will
be treated as equal tribes in dividing the
Land. Rachel died on the way into the Land
and I buried her there.

The Jewish people are ensconced in
Egypt. And that is precisely the theme of
this parsha. Yaakov is fighting, pushing,
perseverating on one theme; this is not
home. All he talks about is the Land of

10 TORAH TIDBITS 1546 / VAYECHI

Israel: don’t bury me in Egypt, Ephraim
and Menashe will be equals in dividing
the Land, may they prosper in the Land
(of Israel); he blesses the sons emphasizing
their locale in the Land.

Yaakov is insisting: we are here but
we’re going to be there.

In fact, were I choosing where to begin this
parsha, I would have backed up one verse.
(Though the word “Vayechi” has a nice ring
to it). The last verse of last week’s parsha is:
Yisrael dwelt in the land of Egypt, Goshen,
held it, and was exceedingly prosperous.

That is the exact same verse (almost) of
the beginning of Vayeishev. There, Yaakov
wanted to settle, take root, build a nation
in Israel. Now, here he is doing exactly
that; settling, taking root. But in the wrong
place; in Egypt, not Israel.

Why does Yaakov mention that Rachel
died suddenly and was buried on the way
to Beit Lechem? Perhaps this is a tender
moment between father and son. He is
speaking to Yosef. “Yosef, you lost your
mother tragically, suddenly. Rachel, my
dear wife. Your mother. You, so young,
it was all so sudden, you did not have a
chance to bury your mother in the way
I am asking you to bury me. You and I
shared that tragic time. Now, it is so differ-
ent. I elderly. You, a grown man, of great
success. Maybe we would have had more
children. In her memory, in her honor,
your 2 sons take their place as full sons of
mine, to fill the void that might have been.”



A wistful, tender, shared moment,
amidst instructions of national import.

"‘ 2ND ALIYA (48:10-16)
. Yaakov cannot see. He hugs and
k“ s

kisses Ephraim and Menashe.
Yaakov places his right hand on Ephraim,
the younger; left hand on Menashe the
older. G-d before whom my forefathers
walked and Who protected me, bless these.
And may they increase in the Land.

You can’t but hear echoes of Yaakov’s
father Yitzchak: blind, gave the bracha to the
younger, not the older. But here Yaakov does
not bless just one. He blesses both with the
same bracha. That makes all the difference.
The era of “one is in and one is out” is over.
All are part of the Jewish people. And these
are grandchildren. Grandchildren means
long term, future, legacy, all the children.

"‘ 3RD ALIYA (48:17-22)
k\" Yosef does not like the switch of

hands. He corrects Yaakov. Yaa-
kov demurs. Both will be great, though the
younger will be greater. He blessed them
both: The Jews will bless with “May G-d
make you as Ephraim and Menashe.”
Yosef suffered from his father’s favor-
itism. He does not want the same for his
children. But Yaakov insists. Because there
is a difference between exclusion and dis-
tinction. Yaakov is not excluding anyone.
Both are in. Both are blessed. Jews in the
future will bless with both Ephraim and
Menashe. But Yaakov tells Yosef: while
from now on all Jews are part of the Jewish
people, while all are in, they are not identi-
cal. Some will be greater, some less great.

"‘ 4TH ALIYA (49:1-19)
k\o‘ Yaakov calls his sons to tell

them what will occur with them.

He addresses them individually. Reuven,
my first born. Shimon and Levi, due to
your anger, do not associate my honor.
Yehuda, you saved my child from destruc-
tion; authority will not depart from you.
Zvulun will dwell on the coast. Yissachar is
a powerful worker; he will see the Land’s
goodness and beauty. Dan, the nation’s
judge. G-d, we wait for Your salvation.

One word is missing from Yaakov’s
address to each of his sons: G-d. The Torah
does not say he blesses his sons. Blessings
are from G-d. Yitzchak blessed his son:
May G-d give you of the dew of the heav-
ens... Even Yaakov himself just blessed
Ephraim and Menashe: May G-d before
whom my forefathers walked bless these
young men. And Yaakov told Yosef the Jew-
ish people will bless: May G-d bless you as
Ephraim and Menashe.

Blessings are from G-d. Why does Yaakov
not mention even one time G-d’s name in
his address to his sons? Because he is not
blessing them. He is describing them. He is
emphasizing to them, as he is about to die,
that their place is not in Egypt. Their place is
in the Land of Israel. And they will get there,
with all their varied talents. To build a nation.
A nation needs leaders, merchant marines,
hard working agriculture, justice. Yaakov
is stating as a matter of fact to his sons what
the state of the Jewish people in the Land of
Israel will look like. You will all be included
because all your talents will be needed. And
you are all different and essential.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (49:20-26)
k" Yaakov’s address to each son

continues. Gad, a legionnaire.
Asher, bread and delicacies. Naftali, a swift
messenger. Yosef had adversity but with G-d’s
OU ISRAEL CENTER 11



help prevailed and was enormously blessed.

With the description of Binyamin in the
next aliya, the descriptions are complete.
The Jewish nation will be built in the Land
of Israel as a result of all of you. None are
out, all are in. It will be a nation of agricul-
ture, military, leadership, bounty, justice,
commerce, and trade. It will be a colorful,
diverse and successful nation.

Yaakov is driving hard, fighting, perse-
vering in his message: we are only here
in Egypt temporarily. The Land of Israel is
where we will be.

.’7 6TH ALIYA (49:27-50:20)
‘/& Yaakov’s end is near. He com-
]

mands his sons to bury him in
Ma’arat Hamachpela, describing in detail
Avraham’s acquisition of it and the burial
there of all the avot and imahot. Yaakov dies.
Yosef gets permission from Paro to bury Yaa-
kov in Israel. A great procession accompa-
nies his burial. Upon the return to Egypt, the
brothers tell Yosef that Yaakov commanded
them to tell Yosef to bear the sin done to him
by them. Yosef cries upon hearing this.

Yaakov’s burial in the Land of Israel is the
final expression of the message he has been
hammering home to his family; Egypt is where
we are, but Israel is where our legacy is.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (50:21-26)
k\" Yosef counters that G-d has

brought them to Egypt so that
they may survive. Yosef sees his great
grandchildren in Egypt. Yosef has the
brothers promise to bring his bones to
Israel when they are redeemed.

Yosef is both generous and pious: you,
my brothers, did not sell me here. Rather, it
was G-d’s plan to save our people, placing
me in the position to save you all. That is
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both generous to his brothers and pious in
seeing G-d’s Hand saving the people.

Only problem is that he is wrong.

You can’t fault Yosef. He is correct in what
he sees. But he doesn’t see what we see. He
sees the little picture. We have the benefit
of the big picture. We know what happens
next. Many years in Egypt, massive growth,
Paro, enslavement, suffering, and finally,
redemption. Sure, the descent of the Jewish
people to Egypt was G-d’s plan. But it wasn’t
just to save the family. It was much bigger
than that. It was the big plan, the dramatic
plan that ends with the Exodus from Egypt.

Yosef has unwittingly been the cause of
the descent of the Jewish nation to Egypt. He
thought it was G-d’s plan to save the family.
But it is really G-d’s plan to ensconce the
entire Jewish people in Egypt. For it to grow
to a nation. Then to redeem the entire Jew-
ish people from one place at one time. Yosef
didn’t know what was to come.

When it comes to understanding the ways
of the Divine, human beings suffer from
severe myopia. Even one as great as Yosef.
He is certain that his descent, and then his
family’s descent to Egypt is designed from
Above to save his family. But he too suffers
from myopia. Not because he lacks expan-
sive vision. Rather, because the human
condition, by nature, can only see what lies
in front of it. Oh, what caution we need to
exercise when pronouncing with certainty
our understanding of His Ways. At best we
are myopic visionaries.

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-51061

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care




HAFTORAH - 1 KINGS 2:1-12

In this week’s relatively short haftorah
King David conveys a message from his
deathbed to his son and successor, Shlomo.
The words of the haftorah echo this week’s
reading of the Torah in the sense that Yaa-
kov also offers his parting blessings and
guidance to his sons.

The King of Israel exhorts his son Shlomo
to remain loyal and be steadfast in his dedi-
cation to Hashem and to abide by His word.
If he follows in this path, he will surely see
success in all his undertakings and more-
over will be a link in an illustrious chain and
ensure the continuity of the Davidic Dynasty.

King David also details specific guide-
lines regarding various people that need to
be punished or rewarded for their actions.

Finally, the haftorah concludes with the
death of King David. He is buried in the
City of David. Shlomo takes his father’s
place and the kingdom of Israel remains
firmly established. m

12th of 54 sedras; 12 of 12 in Bereshit.

Written on 148.33 lines (rank: 45th).

12 parshiot, 7 open and 5 closed.

In addition, the first part of the sedra is the end of
the previous parsha from Vayigash. Vayechi is the
only sedra that does not begin at a parsha break.
85 pesukim - 44th.

1158 words - 44th.

4448 letters - 43rd.

Shortest sedra in Bereishit

ST
’k\’ MITZVOT

No mitzvot are counted from Vayechi. One of 17
sedras without mitzvot.

Ever Wondered Why

so many Modern Orthodox
Anglos have been buying sea-
view properties in Ashkelon?
We invite you to see for yourselves...

Just sold our 110th upartment to
discerning couple! See our website for
lovely 6 rooms just in — one-of-a-kind!

A
Ashke..on Properties
LIVE 0OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

@ The Leak Detectives
Experts in non-invasive leak detection

« Infrared Thermal Imagis y'
« Certified Professional Trained Inspectors
* Comprehensive Reports
« Pipe Cameras Gas,
- t . I
= In i .

.-
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One-of-a-kind property on a quiet and charming
street! Spacious 180 SQM cottage, 5 bedrooms, 3.5
bathrooms, high ceilings, parking, storage. Surrounded
by greenery! Contact us for more information!

High-End Project In The Heart of The German Colony
4+ Room Units, including gardens & penthouse. Private
parking, storage, small building, high-end specifications.

Brand New On The Market! In a modern and new
building with underground parking. storage, and a
Shabbat elevator. 98 SOM, 4 rooms, 2 bathrooms, large
balcony, excellent condition. Asking: 3,850,000 NIS

Amazing Investment Opportunity! New On the Market!
Currently an 82 SQM duplex apt. 4 rooms, 2 bathrooms,
15 SOM Suceah balcony. Plans For Pinui Binui, Will
Receive 150 SQM Apt in the new building with parking
storage, balcony and more! Asking: 3,190,000 NIS

New On The Market! Charming 7 rooms, 4-bed, 3-bath
Cottage, 300 sgm, high ceilings, Old City views. 25 SQM
Succah balcony, prime location. Contact for more info!

Just Listed! Rare & Spacious 215 SQM duplex apt, 5
beds, 3 baths, 30 SQM succah balcony, bright, fully

accessible(both levels), parking, open viaws, sh. elevator.
Elazar

Yehudit, Elazar
Tremendous 397 SQM private house! in the charming
Elazar Yeshuv. 650 SQM lot, 12 rooms, wrap-around
garden, parking, Jacuzzi, central air and mare!

52.614.1442 |L 4

airealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208

Eliaga Bgmail.com
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amazing job!

Nothing matters to us more than a
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we’'ll match it.

Send your plans for l
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 %
opiE

or email us at info@tzviair.com




Join Zvi Lapian’s
Famous Family Pesach Programs

\X/e pray for the safe
return of the hostages
and the soldiers of the

IDF

ml'.."“ﬂi 5

;H-l.-| %

Neve llan Hotel Hacienda Forest View Hotel
Surrounded by nature Enjoy springtime in Northern Israel
in the majestic Jerusalem Hills, at this enchanting resort hotel
Jjust 20 minutes from Jerusalem in the Galil
Mehadrin Rabbanut Mateh Yehuda Mehadrin Rabbanut Maalot

www.zvilapian.com

2vi Lapian: zvilapian@gmail.com | +972-2-650-1110 | +972-54-447-385
Michael Smigel: mikesmigel@gmail.com | +972-54-288-7104
US Toll Free 1-800-376-1803 | UK Toll Free 0800-098-8428



I was very embarrassed by her sharp
rebuke. But looking back, I realize that the
lesson I learned from her brief criticism
was more valuable than most of my other
training experiences.

It happened about forty years ago. I had
the good fortune to attend an intensive
workshop which was designed to teach
young mental health professionals the
basic skills of the method known as psy-
chodrama. The workshop leader was a
world famous psychodramatist, expert in
both the complexities of the human psyche
and the art of improvisational theater.

Psychodrama is a technique whereby
a person’s inner emotional conflicts are
acted out in dramatic fashion under the
direction of a skilled clinician. It is similar,
but much more powerful, than what is
known as role-playing.

Early on the second day of the work-
shop, I volunteered to play the therapist for
another member of the group—let’s call him
Charles—who played the patient. Charles told
of the challenges he was facing with certain
key persons in his life. I suggested that he
act out one of these conflicts in a particular
fashion. I, of course, was convinced that my
suggested strategy was brilliant and insightful,
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

until, only about two or three minutes into
the exercise, the workshop leader thundered:
“That’s your psychodrama! That’s not Charles’
psychodrama!”

At that precise moment, I learned to appre-
ciate that what was going on inside of me
was based upon who I was, and was very
different from what was going on within
Charles’ mind. Those words of rebuke taught
me a lesson to remember forever: I am dif-
ferent from you, and you are different from
me. We are all very different from each
other, exquisitely and irrevocably different.

This lesson was well understood by our
forefather, Jacob. In this week’s Torah
portion, Parshat Vayechi, just before Jacob
dies, he blesses all of his sons and two of
his grandsons. He bestows these blessings
upon them separately, fully aware that no
one blessing fits them all.

The Torah sums up the entire deathbed
drama with these words: “..their father
spoke unto them and blessed them; every
one according to his blessing, he blessed
them.” (Genesis 49:28) No two blessings
were alike.

I have often thought that the greatest bless-
ing that they each received was the message:
“You are special. You are not the same as
your brother. You have different personali-
ties, different strengths, different talents, and
therefore you each have a different destiny.”

When I read this week’s Torah portion,
I am struck with wonder by the dazzling
array of metaphors which Jacob uses:



“unstable as water..weapons of vio-
lence...a lion’s whelp...a colt bound to a
tree...the blood of grapes...the shore of
the sea...a large boned donkey...a hind let
loose...a bowed shoulder...a judge...a ser-
pent on the road...a troop upon their heel...
fat bread.” Diversity, uniqueness, complex-
ity, individuality. That’s the message.

Every parent and every teacher must
learn this basic lesson. Teachers and par-
ents must treat each child individually, and
must assure that each child comes to know
his or her specialness.

Our sages throughout history have
imparted this lesson to us. For example,
Maimonides, in his fascinating review of
the early life of Abraham, writes: “..and
he reasoned with each and every person
according to that person’s intelligence, until
he convinced him of the truth.” (Mishneh
Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zara, 1:3) Again, when
instructing us of our duties at the Passover
seder, he tells us that it is a mitzvah to relate
the story of the Exodus to each child accord-
ing to his or her intellectual ability. A very
young child must be told stories, one with
limited mental capacity must be given con-
crete examples, older and wiser children can
be taught in a more abstract fashion. “Every-
thing must be done according to the particu-
lar intelligence of the child.” (Mishneh Torah,
Hilchot Chametz U’Matza, 7:2)

Among my favorite essays on the subject
of education was the one written by the late
Rabbi Elimelech Bar Shaul, once the Rabbi
of Rehovot. He wrote, “If we give more to
one who is only capable of receiving less,
then we have given him nothing. And if we
give less to one who can receive more, we
have failed our mission, and worse—the

student may come to think that there is no
more, or that there is no more for him.”

Giving too much to one with a lesser
capacity can frustrate him irremediably.
Giving too little to one with a greater capac-
ity shortchanges him and cheats him, and
worse—may alienate him forever.

Jewish mystics see human differences as
but part of the Almighty’s cosmic design.
Thus, Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Charlap, a mys-
tic in the tradition of his master, Rav Kook,
writes: “There is no duplication in the uni-
verse. Just as no two people are perfectly
alike, so there are no two things, in all of
the universe, that are alike. Each person,
like the grains of sand on the seashore, has
a special quality and a special novelty.”

Mystic or realist, appreciating our differ-
ences is our vital task as Jews, as human
beings, and as residents of the Almighty’s
€oSmos.

WANT TO BUY/INVEST
IN ISRAEL
BUT DON'T HAVE THE

WHOLE BALANCE TODAY? cup
WE HAVE MANY PROJECTS JUST FOR YOU

PARDES CHANA, REHOVOT, KINNERET,
MEVASERET, KADIMA TZORAN

KINMNERET, TEL AVIV, ﬁAT YAM (SEA VIEWS),
RAMOT (JERUSALEM)

NETANYA, JERUSALEM, ASHKELON,
NAHARIYA, TEL-AVIV, REHOVOT

HER

IZZY LEIZEROWITZ
IL: 972.52.682.9367 ™=~ ™Y USA 786.385.8859
info@keteradvisors.com www. keteradvisors.com
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USE YOUR IRA AND 401K
FUNDS TO BUY INVESTMENT
PROPERTY IN ISRAEL

WITHOUT TAX PENALTIES
ASK ME HOW!




COVENANT & CONVERSATION

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi nYy%
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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Grandparents

Every Friday night we re-enact one of
the most moving scenes in the book of
Bereishit. Jacob, reunited with Joseph, is
ill. Joseph comes to visit him, bringing with
him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.
Jacob, with deep emotion, says:

“I never even hoped to see your face...
But now God has even let me see your chil-
dren.” (Gen. 48:11)

He blesses Joseph. Then he places his
hands on the heads of the two boys.

He blessed them that day and said, “[In
the time to come] Israel will use you as a
blessing. They will say, ‘May God make you

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory and »"y%

Muriel Goldman a’’h
7y Y MM YT 2N Na YL
whose 1st Yahrzeit was on nav x”

Beloved mother, grandmother
and great grandmother

The Goldman, Deutsch,
Simpson, & Meller F amilies
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like Ephraim and Manasseh.” (Gen. 48:20)

So we do to this day, with these very
words. Why this blessing above all others?
One commentator (Yalkut Yehudah) says
it is because Ephraim and Manasseh were
the first two Jewish children born in exile.
So Jewish parents bless their children ask-
ing God to help them keep their identity
intact despite all the temptations and dis-
tractions of Diaspora life.

I heard however a most lovely explanation,
based on the Zohar, from my revered prede-
cessor Lord Jakobovits of blessed memory.
He said that though there are many instances
in Torah and Tanach in which parents bless
their children, this is the only example of a
grandparent blessing grandchildren.

Between parents and children, he said,
there are often tensions. Parents worry
about their children. Children sometimes
rebel against their parents. The relation-
ship is not always smooth.

Not so with grandchildren. There the
relationship is one of love untroubled by
tension or anxiety. When a grandparent
blesses a grandchild they do so with a full
heart. That is why this blessing by Jacob
to his grandchildren became the model of
blessing across the generations. Anyone



who has had the privilege of having grand-
children will immediately understand the
truth and depth of this explanation.

Grandparents bless their grandchildren
and are blessed by them. This phenome-
non is the subject of a fascinating differ-
ence of opinion between the Babylonian
Talmud and the Talmud Yerushalmi. The
Babylonian Talmud says the following:

Rabbi Joshua ben Levi said, “Whoever
teaches their grandchildren Torah is
regarded as if they had received the Torah
from Mount Sinai, as it is said, ‘Teach your
children and your children’s children.”
(Deut. 4:10-11; Kiddushin 30a)

The Talmud Yerushalmi puts it differently.
Rabbi Joshua ben Levi used to listen, every
Friday, to his grandson reciting the weekly
parsha. One week he entered the bathhouse,
and after he had begun bathing he remem-
bered that he had not yet heard the weekly
parsha from his grandson. So he immediately
got up to leave the bathhouse... They asked
him why he was leaving in the middle of his
bathing, since the Mishnah teaches that once
you have begun bathing on a Friday after-
noon, you should not interrupt the process.
He replied, “Is this such a small thing in your
eyes? For whoever hears the parsha from his
grandchild is as if he heard it directly from
Mount Sinai” (Yerushalmi Shabbat 1:2).

According to the Talmud Bavli, it is a great
privilege to teach your grandchildren Torah.
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Eta Morris
|JERUSALEM REALTY

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business
Eta: 054-723-3863

Amazing stand
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA,

GERMAN COLONY. 450 sgm. Large garden and
parking. Call for more details

In a luxury building with u

storage, sukka terrace and Shabbat elevator:
400 sgm on one floor!! Call for more info

In BAKA, 236 sgm on two

floors, plus 80 sgm of out-

door space, high ceilings,

authentic Jerusalem build-

ing with modern addition.
4 bedrooms plus office/ o
sitting room. Master suite
on entrance level.
Parking and storage.

MEKOR HAIM 100 sgm
with 3 bedrooms and 2
full bathrooms, registered
parking and sukka
terrace. Shabbat elevator.
Price 3,650,000 NIS

In GERMAN COLONY,
140 sgm on one floor, 2nd
floor walk up, completely

renovated. 4 bedrooms and

2 full baths. Large sukka
terrace. 7,100,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON, Moshava
Bldg. 74 sgm, two beds,
2 baths & 2 terraces. 3rd

floor great views. Available

immediately. 2 elevators,

underground parking. 24/7

doorman. 3,650,000 NIS

alone homes in
BAKA, GERMAN COLONY

nderground parking,

r

Eta Morris

etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com

\ Eta: 054-723-3863

Realty, Ltd.

etamorrisrealty.co.il r
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According to the Talmud Yerushalmi, the
greatest privilege is to have your grandchil-
dren teach Torah to you. This is one argument
about which no grandparent will have the
slightest difficulty saying that both are true.
My late father, of blessed memory, had to
leave school at the age of 14 to begin working
to support his family, and as a result he never
had the full Jewish or secular education that
he would have wanted. I remember from my
childhood that - as we walked home from shul
on a Shabbat morning - I would be full of ques-
tions. “Dad, why do we do this?” “Why did we
do that?” My father always gave me the same
answer, and that was the answer that changed
my life. He said, “Jonathan, I didn’t have a Jew-
ish education, so I can’t answer your questions.
But one day, you will have the education that I
didn’t have. And when that happens, you will
teach me the answers to those questions.”

Dr. Harry Weisman

Former Assist. Clinical
Professor of Medicine,
UCLA School of Medicine;
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Author of E‘
The 18% Solution - s
Lose 18% of Your

weight in 18 Weeks

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159
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The greatest gift you can give a child or a
grandchild is what you empower and allow
them to teach you. As parents, we strive to give
our children everything. There’s one thing we
sometimes forget to give them which is the
chance for them to give something to us. And
that, frankly, is the most important thing there is.

Give your children and your grandchil-
dren the space to give to you. Let them
become your teachers and let them be
your inspiration. In doing so you will help
them become the people that they were
destined to be, and you will help create the
blessings God wants them to become.

With an exquisite sense of symmetry, just as
we begin Shabbat with a grandparent’s bless-
ing so we end it, in Maariv, with the words:

May you live to see your children’s chil-
dren - peace be on Israel. (Psalm 128:6)

What is the connection between grand-
children and peace? Surely this, that those
who think about grandchildren care about
the future, and those who think about
the future make peace. It is those who
constantly think of the past, of slights and
humiliations and revenge, who make war.

Jacob lives a life fraught with conflict
and troubles. He knew of revenge and war,
of grudges and strife. But he died serene,
and full of blessings. And before he died,
he blessed his children and grandchildren.

To bless grandchildren and be blessed
by them, to teach them and to be taught by
them — these are the highest Jewish privilege
and the serene end of Jacob’s troubled life. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.



HOW DID YOUR INVESTMENTS DO IN 20232

Invitation to a Special Presentation by CEO, Selwyn Gerber CPA,
in Jerusalem on January 18 at 7 pm (location upon receipt of your RSVP)

TOPIC: Managing Portfolio Volatility and Optimizing Returns
in Turbulent Times
The proven RVW SWAN (Sleep Well At Night) Approach that has worked for 25 years.

What You Will Learn: * How RVW Designs & Implements Low-Cost, Tax-Smart Resilient
Portfolios, responsive to your specific needs for income, growth and safety * The 3 Most Common
Mistakes Investors Make and How to Avoid them. * For U.S, Expats: The U.S. deep discount
brokers that will welcome you; 5 actionable tax reduction ideas & 2 timely estate tax planning strategies.

| RVW NOW MANAGES OVER $1.5 BILLION

Mr Gerber will be meeting with current and new clients. Please contact us to
schedule a no-obligation confidential portfolio review.

i To RSVP please call 0544-332621 or
Free copy of his

A iy S email: davidz@ecommstock.com

COMMSTOCK (1981) Ltp. www.ecommstock.com
##RVWWEALTH LICENSED BY THE ISRAELI SECURITIES AUTHORITY
RVWWealth.com Commstock exclusively represents RVW IntelliBeta in Israel

to all who attend.

David Zwebner

Founder, CommStock

1898 2023
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THE FURNITURE DOCTOR

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND REPAIRS SINCE 1898

, 1 125th YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Israel's LEADING and MOST TRUSTED Furniture Repair Company

May Hashem protect our men & women serving to defend our Country
& the people of Israel & safely bring home all of the hostages

PROFESSIONAL GLUING FOR ALL YOUR LOOSE &
SHAKY WOOD FURNITURE + 5-VEAR GUARANTEE

Our customers are SO happy with the furniture that we glue
because they don’t have to worry anymore!
Kekkkkkkkkkkkhkkk RESTORE YOUR FU RNITU RE To HEALTH *kkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il
Phone: 02-999-2418 WhatsApp: 058 787 3755
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ISRAEL

Earn a Degree Designed
in Partnership with
Bar-llan University

and Tel Aviv University

Prepare for personal and professional
success through the new Yeshiva University
in Israel Undergraduate Program!

Combine world-class Torah studies with elite academics
and tap into Israel’s innovation hub while experiencing
vibrant student life on scenic Jerusalem campuses:

Men's Torah studies and programming
at the Gruss Institute of YU in Israel

Women's Torah studies and programming
at the Chorev campus

Launching Fall 2024

: L orzm N
Yeshlva University 000 e




ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
-l ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

FOR RENT IN JERUSALEM:

IN THE HEART OF TALBIA (SHALOM ALEICHEM ST,)
Large 3-room apt., 1st floor, lovely terrace,
green surroundings, optionally furnished,

near synagogues, major hotels and more.
Exclusive! Amira 053-4295244

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:
KIRYAT SHMUEL (HARAV BERLIN)
Large, well-maintained, 3 rooms, 2nd floor,
view, excellent location, near shops & cafes,
parks, museums, synagogues, schools.
Exclusive! Anita: 053-6318355

YEMIN MOSHE
Unique picturesque home with views to the
old City, 174sqm, 5.5 rooms, arched ceilings
and windows, separate entrance unit,
close to parking, walking distance to the
old City, Mamila, Major hotels.
Exclusive! Nava 053-6642512

3 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem
0778038511

Ohr Meir & Bracha - The Terror Victims Support Center

3/1 Yakim Street, P.O. Box 41055, Jerusalem 91410
+972-2-5401006 | 718-705-7444 1 050-419-7775¢2

Bs"d
/\- WATERPROOF
BE . your home

SEALING SERVICES

* Leak detection + moisture

* Sealing solutions

* Water damage

* Roof coating

* Waterproofing, pools, porches,
stone walls, tiled roofs

* High standerd interior -
exterior painting —f==

* Licensed & insured

mildew
expert

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com
www.freshcoatpainters.co.il

052-840-5660

www.omb.org.il 1 office(@terror-victims.org.il

‘ ":¥

Ohr Meir & Bracha - The Terror Victims Support Center

tirelessly supports families, children and soldiers affected by terrorism.
Through food aid, clothing, Tefillin, Tzizit, educational support,
mentorship, celebratory events and much more.
Please partner with us and make a donation that we need

so we can continue helping those in need.
Thank you and Tizku L'Mitzvot.
Tax ID receipt available
Come help us packedge Thursdays 8:00-9:30 a.m. 3 Yakim St. Jerusalem
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMA

“Bechorah”
or “Beracha”

The completion of Sefer Breishit marks the
conclusion of an era - the era of the patriarchs.
And, together with that we find the resolution of
the book’s family struggles of b’chirah, b'rachah
and b’chorah — who would be chosen, the one
to carry on the Abrahamic blessing and the one
to don the leadership mantle of the firstborn.
Ya'akov’s brachot resolves those struggles, clar-
ifying that, in actuality, ALL of his sons would
be chosen and ALL would carry on the Abra-
hamic blessing. But what about leadership?
What about the bechorah? Would it be Reuven,
Jacob’s firsthorn? Would it be Yosef, Rachel’s
firstborn? Or would it be one of the other sons
who were firstborn to their respective mothers?

Ironically, as we look back upon Sefer Bre-
ishit, we realize that the ongoing struggle for the
brchorah had, in the end, no impact upon the
choice of leadership whatsoever! Neither Avra-
har’s first son nor Yitzchak’s eldest was granted
that role. And, in this week’s parasha, Ya’akov,
too, carries on that “tradition” when he blesses
a “non-bechor”, his fourth son, Yehuda, with the
promise of “Lo yasur shevet m’Yehuda” — “the
ruling scepter will never depart from Yehuda.”

The events depicted in this week’s haftorah
reflect the same ongoing struggle that went
through Sefer Breishit, ie, who would don the
mantle of leadership? But in our haftorah, the
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el A Ol ST HelTpli=1 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can be viewed by
visiting the OU Israel Video archive: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

question was not “who would “eventually” lead”
ar “whose family would, in the future, become the
prominent one”. The decision as to who would
lead was one of immediate consequence. The
“leader” now would become the next King, the
successor to David. And, as such, it was the entire
nation that would be affected and the entire nation
that needed to know who the next ruler would be.

No one knew for sure.

So, consider the following: David himself
was not the firstborn; he was, in fact, the
youngest of Yishai’s sons. David’s firstborn,
Amnon, who was assumed to be heir to the
throne, ravished his own (half?) sister, Tamar,
and was never punished or chastised. Avsha-
lom, David’s next eldest son (of his mother),
avenged the rape of Tamar by murdering
Amnon and, subsequently, fleeing Jerusalem.
Yet, some years later, Avshalom was brought
back to the city and soon gathered supporters,
plotting to remove his father from the throne.
After his successful coup, he took his father’s
wives for his own and pursued the escaping
(former) King, hoping to assassinate him. It
was during that civil war, a battle to murder
David, that Avshalom was killed. And yet, that
was not David’s final familial struggle for, as
our haftarah relates, David faced the chal-
lenge of his next of the firstborn sons, Adon-
iyah, who had gathered his own supporters
and proclaimed himself the new King.

So, if you were David, would you look for
another firstborn to succeed you?

Please note - the haftorah depicts the palace
intrigue caused by the fact that very few were



aware of the King’s — and Hashem’s - promise to
place Shlomo upon the throne. I would submit
that David’s reluctance to publicize this choice of
Shlomo may well have been the result of David’s
fear of yet another uprising from within the royal
family. Ironically, the very uprising he feared was
realized because of the secrecy of David’s choice
of successor. It explains explain why Avshalom
was able to gather a large following, including
many of David’s officers, to crown Avshalom - an
act which, had David’s decision been known,
would have been an act of treason, “mored
bamalchut”, a crime punishable by death!
Indeed, when they DID hear of David’s decision
to have Shlomo anointed, the bulk of Avshalorm’s
followers scattered and supported the new King.

The haftorah’s clear message for the future, and
one we learn from the haftorah the parasha as
well, is that birth does not confer leadership. Lead-
ers must be those who care about the nation more
than the self, one who weighs the opinions of oth-
ers but can decide firmly and one who recognizes
their own limitations and their own mistakes.

Leaders might be chosen by G-d...or not, they
might be divinely inspired...or not, or they might
simply be caring individuals whorrise toleadership.

But they do not become leaders merely
through birth.

In the age of democracy, it is essential for
those who are led to recognize what makes
aleader.

And to choose wisely. m

May the Torah learned
from this issue be in loving memory of
our dear mother

RUTHIE ZUNENSHINE (914) n"y
on her 9th yahrzeit

Mummy you are so missed
by your loving children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren

an Properties Ltd.
ifermanrealty.com

NEW PROJECTS - Excellent Opportunities

Desirable Neighborhoods - Call For Information

SHAAREI CHESSED / RECHAVIA

*Duplex! 5 bdrms, 25 sqm kitchen, succah,

shabbat elevator, 2 parking, storage.
*New 228 sqm duplex penthouse, 30 sqm succah,
shabbat elevator, parking, view

TALBIEH

250 sqm + 200 sqm garden, private land

NACHLAOT

2 rms, priv entr, storage room, NIS 2,190,000

OLD KATAMON

*Renovated 3 bdrm, ensuite MB, succah, low floor

*160 sqm 4 bdrms, garden, storage, parking

HAR NOF -New listing!

Centrally Located— 10 room duplex with 400 sqm

garden (room for a pool), excellent condition

MEKOR CHAIM - NEW PROJECT

126 sqm, spacious 4 bdrms, succah, 3 exposures,

2 parking, storage. Close to Baka & G. Colony

SALE/RENTAL - RAMOT B

Cottage, 200 sqm, 5 bedroom, 3.5 bathrooms,

semi furnished, garden, view. Option for a unit
FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:

02-651-4030

- e I_\_ .

d E. m
There is no stone..... that will not bring down powers from above
rnawa "RV R MD PWRR XYY ... JAR 9D TR PR

AL

Heal with Avnei HaHoshen & Crystals

Discover the Jewish perspective on crystals.

Enrich your life while learning to use

& Hes
Early-bird special until Jan 2
Beginning Sunday, Jan 14 ;
Signup NOW

054-782-6989
gilaslonim.com/courses

crystals for [

Beautiful box of crystals delivered to your home!
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...... and you shall deal with me with
lovingkindness and truth; do not bury me
now in Egypt. (Bereshit 47:29).

Prior to his death, Yaakov Avinu instructs
Yosef to bury him in Israel. Notwithstanding
that Yaakov buried Yosef’s mother Rachel in
Bet Lechem, Yaakov asks Yosef to bury him
in Me’arat Ha’Machpelah. The language
Yaakov uses seems a bit strange. He says —
NN TON 7Y WM - deal with me with lov-
ingkindness and truth. Usually, chesed and
emet are mutually exclusive characteristics.
Emet is truth. Chesed is when someone acts
sympathetic to another. Although we may
deserve a punishment, we ask God to over-
look the truth and treat us with chesed. To
have mercy on us - lifnim meshurat hadin.

o U] o

100U

0U Israel wishes Mazall Tov to
our dear colleague and teacher
Rabbi upon
his appointment as Rosh Midrasha of
Midreshet Rachel V'Chaya.
We are excited for the many students and alumni
of Midreshet Rachel V'Chaya who will benefit

from Rabbi Manning's new role, and look forward
to our continued association with Rabbi Manning

as a beloved member of our OU Israel Faculty
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RABBI SHALOM
m Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

If that is so, then why does Yaakov ask
Yosef to perform both Emet and Chesed for
him simultaneously?

Rashi interprets that pasuk as referring to
an act of lovingkindness that is performed
on behalf of a dead person. Such an act is
referred to as X YW TON. It is a sort of
“true” act of chesed, because there is no
expectation of anything in return. When one
does a favor for another, he may expect that
if he is in the same predicament in the future
the other individual would return the favor.
He sort of “owes me one”. However, when an
act is performed for the deceased, there is no
expectation of any “payback”. It is therefore
the truest form of chesed - chesed shel emet.

The Dubner Maggid has another sugges-
tion. In Micha there is a pasuk that states:
(2:7 N2N) .....DNTINT TON 2PY’7 NN AN
You shall give the truth of Yaakov, the lov-
ing-kindness of Avraham..... (Micha 7:20).
Yaakov is known for his midah of emet (truth)
and Avraham is known for his midah of chesed.
What is the meaning of this pasuk? In his typ-
ical form, the Dubner Maggid offers a mashul
to reveal his intention. There was a rich man
who wanted to provide his poor friend with
a thousand gold coins. However, the wealthy
individual was concerned that when it comes
time to pay, he may change his mind. In order
to ensure that he would carry through with his
good intention, the rich man signed a contract



where he committed to pay the poor individual
the thousand gold coins. This is an event that
was initiated with chesed - providing charity to
a poor individual, but then he obligated himself
contractually, and he converted the voluntary
charitable contribution, an act of chesed into
emet - truth- since such a payment is now a con-
tractual obligation that is legally binding.

This is what God did to Avraham and Yaa-
kov. Hashem told Avraham that he will receive
Eretz Yisrael. That was an act of chesed. God
was not obligated in any way to grant Avra-
ham anything. Later God promises Yaakov
that Eretz Yisrael will belong to his offspring
AN MINKR P PHY IOW NNR WK YIND . God
now turned his good intentions (chesed) into a
promise —a binding commitment — of emet.

Back to our pasuk - Yaakov asked Yosef
to bury him in Eretz Yisrael, as a chesed.
Yosef did not have to carry his father’s
body from Egypt to Israel. This was indeed
a favor that Yaakov desired of Yosef. How-
ever, Yaakov then asks Yosef to promise
that he will not bury him in Egypt. Yaakov
makes Yosef promise so that it becomes an
obligation and Yaakov will be sure that his
request would be fulfilled.

The Dubner Maggid cleverly explains
how Yaakov can request that Yosef per-
form both chesed and emet on his behalf.
It also provides us with a new insight into
a pasuk we recite in )P¥Y X2) on a daily
basis. DN1IXY TON 2PY’H NNX )NN. May we
emulate our Avot and internalize these two
characteristics of chesed and emet.

GET FIT WI-I]fLE1 SEIE)U SIT:
Exercise for ladies
Slall:elctl? Sundays 12:45-1:30pm
at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239

'+ r1ll...h~

Most Exquisite Properties
& New Projects in Jerusalem!

FOR RENT!! Luxurious 200m penthouse in a small
lane of Baka, 5 rooms, private elevator, 3.5 bathrooms,
views of Jerusalem, large terraces. JULIA 054-7007436

New 180m penthouse on one level in Baka for sale -
5 rooms, large succah terrace, additional 40m separate
unit, Shabbat elevator, parking. DEBORAH 054-4804767

In Old Katamon - Great investment and pied a terre
apartment - 3 rooms, 70m with private garden in use.
MAYA 054-6650184

Unique luxurious 450m Penthouse with private pool
in Talbieh - New boutique Residence, high ceilings, several
large terraces private roof, magnificent views of Jerusalem.
FOR SERIOUS BUYERS ONLY. DEBORAH 054-4804767

In Lev Rechavia Residence with pool, doorman 24/7, gym,
unique 180m on one level facing the park, succah balcony,
very bright. MAYA 054-6650184

New boutique luxurious building on Ben Maimon -
Rechavia. Only 3 large apartments for sale from
200m to 350m, succah terraces, style, high end!
DEBORAH 054-4804767

Rare new development in the best German Colony
Last 200m penthouse, 140m garden apartments, and 3-4
rooms apartments, Ready in 3 years. MAYA 054-6650184

In a luxurious residence in Talbieh with security 24/7,
100m model apartment, 3 rooms, 15m succah terrace,
parking, storage. JULIA 054-7007436

In a small lane of the German Colony -

Unique Authentic house of 700m built on a huge plot
of 1,200m - perfect for making an apartment building
or a tremendous private house - Potential to build up
to 2,000m. DEBORAH 054-4804767

Charming unique small private house on a small alley
of Baka - 250m built at top standard, private pool, beautiful
garden and deck, 6 bedrooms, very attractive price!

BEST INVESTMENT - PRESALE new development close
toBaka - 2,3,4 and 5 rooms, terraces, gardens, private
parking, ready in 3 years, great terms of payment!

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 0544804767
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES

Source of
Salvation

Before Yaakov Avinu takes leave of this
world, he blesses each of his sons with pow-
erful prophetic words. Yet there is one verse
that clearly stands out of context. At the end
of the brachah to Dan, Yaakov Avinu offers
a tefillah, “Li’shuatcha kiviti Hashem -1 hope
for your salvation, O Hashem.” What is the
significance behind this cryptic statement?

Rashi understands that the brachah
Yaakov gives to Dan includes a reference
to Shimshon and the experiences that he
will undergo. When Yaakov Avinu pro-
phetically saw the end of Shimshon’s life,
he offered this prayer in hope that Hashem
would come to his aid.

Midrash Rabbah similarly explains that
Yaakov Avinu felt that Shimshon had the
potential to be the Mashiach. When Yaakov
saw Shimshon’s tragic end, he davened
for the Jewish people’s ultimate salvation.
Indeed, we have been directed to follow
Yaakov’s example as the Gemara (Shab-
bos 31a) notes that a person will be asked
after 120 years whether he anticipated the
final redemption. Rav Goldstein in Sha’arei
Chayim explains that what a person yearns
for reflects his core values and indicates
what is most important to him. One who
yearns for geulah sees the world as moving
28 TORAH TIDBITS 1546 / VAYECHI

Faculty, OU Israel Center

towards the goal of bringing Hashem’s
glory into this world, and his every action
and behavior will express this momentum.

The Tosher Rebbe in Avodat Avodah
offers an explanation based on the teach-
ings of the Baal Shem Tov. Not only did
Yaakov Avinu want to reveal the time of the
geulah, but he also wanted to teach us how
to achieve that ultimate objective. Both of
these desires were withheld from Yaakov
Avinu. Nevertheless, he was able to share
one means of attaining this goal — that of
yearning for redemption. This pasuk is
Yaakov Avinu’s gift to us, both on a national
and on an individual level as well. One who
seeks redemption must yearn for it.

Every day, in the Shemoneh Esrei, we say,
“et Tzemach David ... ki li'shuatcha kivinu kol
hayom - may the offshoot of Your servant
David soon flower ... for we hope for your
salvation all day.” Be’er Heitiv shares a teach-
ing of the Arizal - one should feel a longing
for the geulah when saying these words.
This is a fulfillment of the Talmud’s dictum
to long for redemption on the simplest level.
He further cites the Mahari Tzemach who
directs anyone who is experiencing a partic-
ular difficulty to have it in mind when say-
ing this tefillah as well. Every personal chal-
lenge is the outgrowth of our galut, echoing
that we are not living in the ideal redemp-
tive reality. This section in our tefillah helps
us to focus on directing our longing toward
Hashem, realizing that He is the only source
of salvation and redemption. m
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Coffee & Conversation

for Senior Wowen
TUESDAYS, 3:00 PM ,
0U Israel invites senior women to join us
for a weekly social hour
Belinda’s Cafe (Mehadrin), 9 Diskin 5t..2nd Hoor
located in the Wolfson Towers Medical Center
Shopping Mall.

Itis requested as a courtesy to Belinda’s that some
food or drink item is ordered.
Organized by our OU Israel Volunteer
Madalyn Schaeffer
for Questions call 052-374-0908

OU ISRAEL CENTER ' WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

DOROT - Tbe OU Women’s
Intergenerational Choir

Monday Evenings 7:00-9:00pm

SHIUR SPONSORS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26TH
May this day of Torah learning be in loving memory of
our mother, grandmother and great grandmother
Bessie Lebora"h-n"v noo na xwxa 1'v7
Rina & Yacov Kaufman, David Lebor & Talia Eisenstein

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27 - CHIZUK SHIURIM
are sponsored by DovWerner in appreciation of Torah Tidbits

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28TH - CHIZUK SHIURIM
are sponsored by Dov Werner in appreciation for the
Daf Yom learning he is doing online with Rabbi Resnick of 0U

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 - THE CHIZUK SHIURIM
are sponsored by Ruth Konigsberg in loving memory of her father
Chaim ben Moshe HaLevi z"l on his 22nd yahrzeit, 18 Tevet

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN'S SHIUR
is sponsored for this academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z'l
7T Nj727 X201 XD DX [2 7Tan Dnan
RABBI ADLER'S SHIUR
is sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frista"h -n”y 71 na xn'o vaw7x

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S SHIUR
was sponsored for this Academic Year nnwa 17'v'7
7’1 AN7W [2 210 DWI 2"V DANAX N2 DD
REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES SHIUR
was sponsored for this academic year by
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents,
Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z'l and Rosi & Ernest Strauss 'l
7T 07N QWD [A DTINI VXN Q01 N2 7T
'7°T OIXIVW TIT [2 7XATI DANAN N TIN'Y
RABBI BREITOWITZ'S TUESDAY SHIUR - MINCHAT CHINUCH
is sponsored for this academic year by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z'|
TN X971 N2 NV ANONI 7T {7ITY 2 NIt

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z'l
1797 270 27T INY7X TNIDW 2N
RABBI GOLDIN'S SHIUR
was sponsored for this academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus
inmemory of beloved aunts Irma Haas a"h and Hilde Myer a"h
RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR
was sponsored for this academic year nnwa n'7'v7
77T 07 A 7T’V T2 na M
RABBITAUB'S WEEKLY THURSDAY PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

'{@ = Call to check
t@' -~ PRI HADASH

WOMEN’S WRITING WORKSHOP
AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30

For wore details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 |
or JWdy 054-569-0410
L AC)

L
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WE'REBACK! O

OU Israel’s Winter Zman of Classes and (/—\r

Shiurim will begin Sunday Jan. 7, with a , M
new schedule! Please check backin next -
week’s Torah Tidbits for the full schedule
of reqular weekly classes. Please check

the schedule weekly, as we begin to offer \ Qﬁn. 7
exciting new additional activities for all

ages and interests in the weeks ahead.

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM 02-560-9110 WWW.QUISRAEL.ORG

KOSHER101: (M

Kashrut for Dummies- Navigating R
the World of Kashrut in Israel

WEDNESDAYS JAN 10,17 & 24, 7:30 PM

Opening Session Wed. evening Jan. 10
Kashrut for Dummies- An introduction to Israel’s

Many Unique Kashrut Challenges with
Rabbi Ezra Friedman,
Director, Gustave and Carol Jacobs Center 25 NIS per session

for Kashrut Education or SONIS for all
three sessions

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9110 |  WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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TUESDAY MORNING
TORAH IN BAKAA

Live in Person @ Kehilat Nitzanim , 3 Asher Street ]
Now Four shiurim, followed by Mincha INV0r OU

|
9:15AM  Torah Tapestries Rebbetzin Shira Smiles ( L’Ayla/ Women Only)
10:15AM Minchat Chinuch-Meaning in Mitzvot Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
11:15AM Rethinking the Messages of Sefer Breisheet-Chumash B'lyun

" Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

12:15PM Unlocking the Messages of Chazal with Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
1:20PM Mincha

Regular OU Israel class fees _'- - o
(including discount cards) 30 NIS/ 25 NIS @%«

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

WEERLYI'AYI ADAY OF
LEARNING FOR WOMEN

SUNDAYS JAN. 7-28, 9:30AM-1:00PM -

= 9:30AM Tanach with g, 11:10AM Tefilla with
WL Mrs. Leah Feinberg w Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
-~ & Miriam and Devorah: N ABite of Tefilla:

- Women of Valor, Vision & Verse Sandwiches & Davening Insights

'“~.| 10:20AM Machshava with 12:00AM Halacha with
a‘ Mrs. Sara Malka Reichman ! Mrs. Shani Taragin
Beacons of Trust: "~ Delving into the Halachot of

Bitachon in Tanach Muktza
Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/layla-day  [ETTTE

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM 02-560-9110 WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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UNITED

WE STAND (¥

Dear Friends,

In Rabbi Berman’s recent Torah Tidbits message, the various challenges that have held

us back from offering regular on-site programs at the OU Israel Center in the current :
circumstances were mentioned. B'Ezrat Hashem we intend to do our best to begin to J
gradually bring back as many of our beloved shiurim and programs as possible as we work ‘ j"

to overcome those challenges in the weeks ahead.

R'h

There are now multiple ways to be kept up to date about virtual programs as well as in-
person programs (which will be offered on-site at the OU Israel Center and in additional
locations). In addition to advertisements for programs here in the pages of Torah Tidbits,we
will also send periodic email newsletter updates. We also recently launched the OU lsrael
Community on whatsApp, which allows those who join our whatsApp community to access
general program updates, as well as to join specific groups for many of aur reqular classes
and programs,

To join the QU Israel whatsapp community, enter this link into the browser on your phone:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DFr3rgmreSCETwIBoWVzrl

To view the updated schedule of all QU Israel Virtual and In-Person Programs, please visit
https://www.ouisrael.org/program/chizuk/

We will continue offering two daily chizuk Zoom sessions. To access these sessions:
DExrs-40)

OU MORNING CHIZUK
https://bit.ly/OU-Morning-Chizuk

OU AFTERNOON CHIZUK
https://bit.ly/QU-Afternoon-Chizuk

May HaKadosh Baruch Hu watch over and protect our chayalim,
all those in harm’s way, and all of Am Yisrael.

£

STUART HERSHKOWITZ RABBI AVI BERMAN RABBI SAM SHOR %
President, OU Israel Executive Director, OU Israel Program Director, QU lsrael

Center n

@THEQUISRAEL

I T N LA



It’s Not Shabbat without

TORAH
TIDBITS

Your support of Torah Tidbits is critical to providing

the Torah content and inspiration you love.

Your commitment ensures Tarah Tidbits is available
every week, including during times of war and crisis
when you need Torah and community the most.

Support Torah Tidbits and help ensure tens
of thousands of Jews in Israel and around the
world get their beloved dose of Torah.

TO DONATE:

1. WEBSITE:

www.ouisrael.org/
TTcampaign

2. QR CODE:
ElriE

3. MAIL:

OU lIsrael Center

22 Keren Hayesod
POB 1441
Yerushalayim, 9101302

4. PHONE:
Ita Rochel: 02-560-9125




RABBI JUDAH

Rav Yisroel Belsky, Rosh Yeshiva of Torah
Vodaath, was a leading halachic authority
and hands-on posek, a talented musician,
well versed in “secular” knowledge, and
saw Hashem’s wisdom expressed in all
areas of human inquiry and creativity. He
interpreted everything through the prism
of Torah, and vibrant, alive Yiddishkeit.

Once, Rav Belsky was on a tiyul with a
group of students to Niagara Falls, and they
were standing on the deck at the Cave of
the Winds, gazing at the unbelievably mas-
sive torrents of water and the pools below.
A talmid turned to the Rav and asked for a
Torahdik interpretation of what they were
beholding: “Rebbe, what should a ben
Torah be thinking right now?” The other
talmidim gathered around to hear the
Rav over the roaring falls, and he began
to speak with great earnestness: “Well,
that depends! If you’re a Litvishe bachur,
you might look at the pools below and ask
yourself if these waters are kosher U'tevilah,
halachically fit for ritual immersion.

“If you’re a Chassidishe bachur, and
are more mystically inclined, you might
hear the waters singing shirah to Hashem
— “Mikolos mayim rabim...” Or perhaps
you’d imagine the mayim rabim, the ‘many
waters’ described in Shir HaShirim that
can never extinguish the love between the
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

Ribbono Shel Olam and Klal Yisrael.

“If youre a talmid who is inclined
toward the study of Mussar, you might be
focusing on the fact that on the surface, the
waters attract a lot of attention as they are
moving wildly and making a lot of noise,
but below the surface, where the water is
very deep, it is silent and still.” With a big
smile, Rav Belsky concluded, “That’s what
a ben Torah should be thinking about!”

In the dramatic, final moments of Yaa-
kov Avinu’s life, our forefather gathers his
children and delivers a timeless, parting
message that remains relevant today.
Instead of having a few quiet, private
moments with each of his children, Yaakov
makes the point of blessing, rebuking and
addressing all of the Shevatim publicly, in
front of each other. Each one of the Sheva-
tim not only heard an assessment of their
own strengths and weaknesses, but also
became aware of their siblings’ specific
tafkid, their personal role in Klal Yisrael.
D27 NPAN) 190KD 19N 1129 3Py K1)
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“Yaakov called for his sons and said,
‘Gather together and I will tell you what
will happen to you at the End of Days...
Sons of Yaakov, gather round and listen;

listen to Yisrael your father.” (49:1-2)

According the the students of the Holy

Ba’al Shem Tov, the double language



used by Yaakov Avinu in our Parsha to
instruct the shevatim to N2PN 1DOKRN,
“gather together,” stresses the fact that
Yaakov Avinu wanted to use this powerful
moment to instill in his children, and in all
of us, a critical message: the individual con-
tribution of every member of Klal Yisrael
is significant, and no one shevet, person or
group, is more important than another.

Reb Nosson of Breslov in Likutei Hala-
chos (Shomer Sachar, 2) taught:
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“Since the Creation of the World, there
were no two tzadikim, or true, upright
Jews, who were completely identical in all
their actions, even when the two walked
on the same path and derived nurture
from one rav. There are nonetheless many
differences in their paths and customs.

Reb Nosson then describes great tzadi-
kim, students of the same Rebbe (the Baal
Shem Tov)... who argued much about their
paths. One would travel to the city and
preach to the public and another would
sit in his home. One would greatly extend
his davening and cry out with fiery excite-
ment. The other would daven quietly with
the congregation as most people do. One
would study Torah abundantly, while the
other would be involved in abundant acts
of tzedakah and freeing captives. Each
served Hashem according to his own spiri-
tual characteristics and the root of his soul.
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“..God’s greatest delight is that He has so
many tzadikim and good Jews in the world,
each one giving Him special pleasure not
found in the next. This is the meaning of
the pasuk: “Israel, in whom I am adorned”
(Yeshayah, 49:3). Jews are composed of such
a spectrum of colors. God does not make the
same thing or person twice. Every individ-
ual has his own path according to the root
of his soul in the Supernal Will.”

May we recognize the uniquely delight-
ful Godliness of every Jew — including
ourselves — and may we always have the
blessing of unity within our diversity, as
children gathered around our one Father.
Od Avinu chai; Am Yisrael chai!
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Real Life Rescue

TIN'W
A
Saving A Member of My

Shul From Cardiac Arrest

An Ashdod manin his 60s suffered a sudden cardiac
arrest at his residence on Tuesday afternoon.
Relatives quickly called emergency services.
United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shlomo Moskovitz
was at his home nearby when he received the
alert on his communications device. He swiftly
responded in his car and arrived at the house in
under 2 minutes.

Upon finding the man, whom he recognized as
a fellow congregant at his shul, slumped on the
couch without a pulse, Moskovitz expertly moved
him to the floor and retrieved his defibrillator.
Directing United Hatzalah EMT David Shtisel, who
had just arrived, to initiate chest compressions,
Moskovitz attached the defibrillator to the patient.
The defibrillator did not recommend a shock, so
Moskovitz delivered rescue breaths to the patient
via a bag-valve mask and oxygen while Shtisel
continued administering chest compressions.
Together, they continued CPR, alternating with other
first responders who arrived shortly thereafter.
After 25 minutes, an Advanced Life Support
ambulance team arrived and connected a heart
monitor, but still, no shock was advised. The
paramedic administered medications while the
volunteers continued CPR. Thankfully, after 45
minutes of intense effort, the patient's pulse
returned. Subsequently, the patient was rapidly
transported to the hospital for further care.
Reflecting on the incident, Moskovitz expressed
how glad he was to assist the patient. "It is
always gratifying to save a life, but it is especially
rewarding to do what | can to help a congregant in
my shul, from a family | know very well."
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Center

Our Sedra opens with Yaakov Avinu
imparting a sacred request of Yosef.
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And Yaakov lived seventeen years in the
land of Egypt, so that the span of Yaakov’s
life came to one hundred and forty-seven
years. (29) And when the time approached
for Yisrael to die, he summoned his son
Yosef and said to him, “Do me this favor,
place your hand under my thigh as a pledge
of your steadfast loyalty: please do not bury
me in Egypt. (30) When I lie down with my
fathers, take me up from Egypt and bury me
in their burial-place.” He (Yosef) replied, “I
will do as you have spoken.”

The Daat Zekeinim cites an interesting
Midrash, in explaining this exchange
between father and son.

PIITD NWYR DN, ‘T am going to do in
accordance with your instructions.” Accord-
ing to the Midrash, Yaakov’s request to be bur-
ied in the land of Canaan inspired Joseph to
make the same request of his brothers when
the time came for him to die- 77372 NWYN "X
- I too, will do in accordance of your words- I
too, will insist to be buried in Eretz Yisrael..
We find that Joseph indeed made his brothers
swear that his bones would be taken with the
Jewish People at the time of the redemption,
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and Moshe personally, was involved in locat-
ing his casket which was carried with the Jew-
ish People for 40 years until eventually being
interred near Shechem in the tribal territory
of Ephraim, one of his sors...

Many have questioned this midrashic inter-
pretation. Here, Yaakov is making a solemn
request of his beloved son, his son who is now
in a position of influence, to ensure he will be
interred in Eretz Yisrael, and rather than sim-
Ply agree to his father’s request, Yosef adds
- I'too will request and insist that my brothers’
families will bring my bones to be buried
in Eretz Yisrael. Why does Yosef leave this
instruction for his brothers and their families
and not for his own children? Furthermore,
why does Yosef specifically instruct that his
bones be brought to Eretz Yisrael and not sim-
Pply say bury me in Eretz Yisrael?

Rabbi Moshe Wolfson, shlita offers a
very interesting explanation of this insight
of the Daat Zekeinim which addresses each
of these questions. Rav Wolfson points to
numerous maamarei Chazal that state that
there are three partners in the creation of
life - Hakadosh Baruch Hu is the source of
the neshama, the mother is the source of
the flesh and tendons, and the father is
the source of the bones...

Rabbi Wolfson explains that when Yosef
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Lemen - diet system!
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HaTzadik answers that he, too, will do as
his father instructed, that he will insist that
his bones are interred in Eretz Yisrael, he is
in essence declaring to his father, that since
his bones emanate at their source from his
father, that his bones represent an exten-
sion of his father’s guf, and therefore when
his father asks him to promise that Yosef
will see to it that Yaakov is interred in Eretz
Yisrael, Yosef not only promised that his
father’s own remains will be taken up to
Eretz Yisrael, but that his own bones, which
are in essence an extension of Yaakov’s
body, will also be interred in Eretz Yisrael.
Rav Wolfson explains that Yosef therefore
instructs his brothers and their descendants
to ensure that his bones are buried in Eretz
Yisrael, as just as he has a mandate to honor
his father’s wishes, that mandate of Kibud
Av applies to each of the brothers as well!

Just as they must honor Yaakov by interring
his own body in Ma’arat Hamachpeila, they
must follow suit, and their bones, which
are an extension of Yaakov must also be
interred in Eretz Yisrael as the ultimate act
of complete Kibud Av.

Rav Wolfson concludes that each of us
must realize the extent to which the man-
date of honoring our parents extends, and
strive to fulfill this sacred call. m
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Why 1s Moshiach
Nicknamed Shiloh?

Addressing the Messianic era, the Ram-
bam cautions against extensive inquiry of
its details: “the specifics of Moshiach will
be evident only after he arrives. [Further-
more] these matters should not dominate
our thoughts or study as they don’t augment
deeper religious feeling (such as ahavat
Hashem or yirat Shamayim) ...instead [of
probing Messianic details], a person should
wait patiently for Moshiach’s arrival.” As the
specific details of Moshiach are murky, and
additionally, do not deepen personal piety,
they should remain peripheral to more sub-
stantive religious thought and Torah study.

The Rambam’s aversion to probing Mes-
sianic details is based, in part, upon his
general rationalist tendencies. As the chief
rationalizer of Torah, the Rambam also
adopted a “rational” view of the Messianic
era. The final chapter of history will evolve
progressively, rather than bursting upon
history through an apocalyptic overhaul.
Additionally, the Messianic period itself will
not be fundamentally different from our
own. For the Rambam, studying Messianic
details was not a central feature of religious
identity. Unwavering belief in Moshiach yes,
analysis and exploration of details no.

In general, independent of the Rambam,
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our Mesorah frowned upon excessive scru-
tiny of Messianic matters. Too much focus
upon the future can lead to runaway Mes-
sianic fervor and can also raise unrealistic
expectations which, when unfulfilled, can
be dispiriting.
YA’AKOV’S BLIND SPOT

This tradition discouraging meticulous
study of the Messianic experience stems from
the story of Ya’akov on his deathbed. Gather-
ing his children for a final meeting, Ya’akov
explicitly declares his intent to provide a road-
map about the end of history or 0 WINK.
Yet, despite his ambitions, his final oration
omits any direct Messianic reference.

Commenting on this discrepancy, Chazal
remarked Y210 DNOY XN DX M2 2Py wira.
Ya’akov’s aim to map the Messianic era was
foiled. His prophetic spirit faded.
A NICKNAME

Though, ultimately, Ya’akov didn’t supply
specific details, he did provide one oblique
reference to Moshiach. He blessed Yehuda
with enduring Jewish monarchy V2w MO X2
o1 P11 PPN . Once Dovid Hamelech
ascended the throne, intrusion by non-Yehu-
dah tribes is considered illegal usurpation.
In fact, according to the Ramban, the Chash-
monaim heroes of Chanukah gravely sinned



by unlawfully ascending the throne, and
were severely punished.

In delivering monarchy to Yehuda,
Ya’akov extends this award until the arrival
of Moshiach, whom he cryptically refers to
as Shiloh

Dy NN NPY RO TY

Ya’akov affirms that the tribe of Yehuda
will enjoy Jewish monarchy up until, and
including the era of Moshiach, whom he
labels as Shiloh. Ya’akov’s fascinating nick-
name for Moshiach encodes various Messi-
anic messages.

DEBUNKING FALSE PROPHETS

Unfortunately, Ya’akov’s prediction that
Jewish monarchy extends until Moshiach,
was appropriated by Christianity in sup-
port of their spurious claim that “Yoshke”
was the Messiah. Historically, Jewish mon-
archy terminated right around the time
that Christianity emerged. For Christians,
this pasuk from the “Old Testament” certi-
fied that the Messiah had already arrived.

Throughout the medieval period this
pasuk was a focus of heated theological
debates between Christian and Jew, and
many Rishonim debunked this false read-
ing. For example, the Rashbah proved that
the Christians were employing improper
grammar: N2’V X2’ >3 7Y doesn’t mean that
Jewish monarchy will extend until Shiloh
arrives, implying the juxtaposition of Moshi-
ach with the discontinuation of Jewish
monarchy. Instead, the term N2’W X122 Ty
, connotes that Shiloh’s Messianic reign will
last eternally. The word “7y” should be read
as “7v%” meaning that Messianic monarchy
will last forever. The term 7Y doesn’t denote
when the Messianic era will commence but
rather its duration. The Rashbah’s response

defused the erroneous Christian reading,
but didn’t directly refute it.

Others deciphered the actual word Shi-
loh in a manner which directly contradicts
Christian misreading. For example, the
Sforno associates the word Shiloh with the
similar term of MmbYw which portrays tran-
quility and calm. Moshiach or Shiloh will
launch an era of universal peace, leading
to a complete cessation of hostilities. The
rise of Christianity certainly did not silence
warfare. If anything, it detonated centuries
of holy wars and horrible bloodshed in the
name of religion. The Shiloh of international
serenity has, obviously, not yet arrived.

Alternatively, a midrash links the term
Shiloh to the image of a womb. The related
word Y literally means a placenta, but
is often employed as a general reference to
childbirth. This meaning of Shiloh suggests
that Moshiach will be born of a womb or,
through natural childbirth. This Shiloh
allusion repudiates any crazed notion of
supernatural conception of Moshiach.

A POWERFUL BUT DANGEROUS IDEA

Judaism introduced the notion of
redemption to human consciousness. His-
tory has a beginning and an end. It begins
with creation and concludes with the
terminus we call the Messianic era. This
powerful idea stoked the human imagina-
tion and galvanized progress and achieve-
ment. Our world isn’t static, but can be
redeemed- both spiritually and materially.

As the first person to explicitly mention
D0 IR and to introduce the notion
of historical transformation, Ya’akov also
opened a can of worms, allowing other reli-
gions to depict their self-announced proph-
ets as Messiahs. The powerful concept
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of Messianic redemption enabled other
cultures to distort the Torah’s intent. To
counter this danger, and to renounce these
false claims, Ya’akov coins the phrase Shiloh
as a nickname for Moshiach. This phrase
insinuates that Moshiach will launch an era
of peace and, also, that Moshiach himself
will be born through natural conception.
The name Shiloh is an abiding reminder
that Moshiach has yet to arrive. Religions
which claim otherwise are fraudulent.
INTERNATIONAL ACCLAIM

Additionally, by referring to Moshiach as
Shiloh, Ya’akov wasn’t merely disavowing
false religious claims. He was also describ-
ing the nature and texture of the Messianic
era. This final chapter of history will be
characterized by peace and cooperation
rather than violence and hostility. The only
letter missing from the body of Ya’akov’s
blessings is the letter “t”. As Rabeinu
Bachye, the 13th century Spanish student
of the Rashbah claimed, instruments of
war or 1’1 °22 will go extinct during the
peaceful utopian Messianic period.

Moreover, an additional gist of the word
Shiloh depicts the relationship between
Jews and Gentiles in the Messianic era.
Rashi associates the word Shiloh with the
phrase “Shai-lo” which refers to the gifts
or adoration which Moshiach will receive
from a world which suddenly appreciates
the Jewish mission. Essentially, the period of
Moshiach will be characterized by Shalva or
complete cessation of hostilities, as well as
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by Shai-lo or universal acknowledgement of
our people and its divine message.
DON'T HATE

Though Ya’akov broadcasts to eternity,
he also speaks directly with his children,
who are about to begin a harsh exile. They
will face genocidal hatred and horrific vio-
lence. The criminal perpetrators of these
horrible crimes will be erased from this
earth and swallowed by the sea. However,
his children must not become misan-
thropic or disdainful of humanity. The end
of days does not produce the extinction of
the human race, but rather its redemption.
Shiloh will launch a world which clearly
sees Hashem , recognizes us as His chosen
people, and lives in peaceful coexistence.

Currently, we face a similar challenge.
We were victimized by horrific and ghastly
violence, suffering a one-day Shoah.
Baruch Hashem we have responded and
are gradually eliminating the horrible bar-
barians who committed these crimes.

This war has uncovered many enemies
of our people- from the battlefields of Azza
to USA campus squads, to the capitals of
Europe. We cannot let their vicious hatred
fill us with contempt for humanity. Iy’"H
this war will help us secure our presence
in our Homeland and will advance the
Messianic era we so dearly covet. The mur-
derers and their accomplices will be elimi-
nated. The rest will be reeducated.

Moshiach will come. Shiloh will come.
We will wait. m
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HAFTORAH INSIGHTS y—"

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

**** Writing an
Ethical Will

HAFTORAH VAYECHI
1 KINGS 2:1-12

In this week’s Torah reading and Hafto-
rah we read of the directives of dying par-
ents to their children. In the parsha Yaakov
Avinu blesses his children while in the
haftorah King David delivers parting words
to his son Shlomo. In today’s vernacular we
call these deathbed directives “ethical wills”.
The content of an ethical will strives to offer
cross-generational messages to loved ones
in effort to carry one’s own mission forward
and leave a living legacy behind.

The words of Yaakov and David were
meant not only for their children but
for their descendants generations later,
namely messages for us. Thinking of their
words as a message in a bottle, their mes-
sages surface thousands of years later.
These are ideas that we can tap into as we
try to find resilience and strength in our
life journey today.

In our Haftorah, we read about David’s
parting words to his twelve year old son.

W Mazal Tov to %

David & Sarah Maslow and family
on the birth of a great grandson
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King David first addresses the reality of
loss to his soon-to-be grieving child. He
shares the realities of life but in doing so,
provides strength and encouragement.
One can understand the following verse
descriptively rather than as a directive.
TR TP DI X092 9773 950 9, 1
am going the ways of the land and you will
be strong and you will be a man. Knowing
that someone believes in you and antici-
pates your success provides strength and
encouragement at a point of loss and strug-
gle. “You got this, you will pull through” is
a message that Shlomo could hold on to as
he was thrust into his new role as king.

Many years ago Rabbi Frand gave a
teshuva lecture in the Young Israel of Flat-
bush and encouraged the participants to
write an ethical will. A couple in the audi-
ence, Belle and Hilbert Chasky took up the
charge and wrote a letter to their children
and grandchildren.

The letter they wrote demonstrates their
unswerving commitment to Yiddishkeit in
a beautiful, profound and uplifting way.
Their ethical will was shared with me by
their grandson, Dr. Moshe Chasky when
his Grandpa Hilbert passed away. We had
the good fortune of hosting Grandpa Hil-
bert in our home and saw his faith in and
love of Yiddishkeit firsthand. Below are
some of his heartfelt words:

We feel that we are blessed with chil-
dren and their spouses and grandchildren
who are going in the right derech and will



continue to make us proud, knowing that
the baton wil be carried into the next gen-
eration. This is what happiness is all about
- not only material wealth - but the desire to
use your assets and spend wisely.

We have always tried to show you how to
run and do a mitzvah like enjoying going to
minyan and preparing for Shabbat and light-
ing the Shabbat and Yom Tov candles with
love. Children, as you struggle through life,
you will encounter many temptations and
challenges and will have to make many deci-
sions. In order not to fall into the Yetzer Hara
trap of misdeeds, just think of a respected
rabbi or aged grandparents and their image
will assist you in making the correct decision.

The Ribono Shel Olam guides us every day
and we hope that you continue to emulate
those Torah values that we hold so dear and
that you will be happy and satisfied with your
achievements.

In a time when we feel unmoored in a
very unstable world, thinking through our
core values and transcendent life messages
can anchor us and provide the grounding
we need. Taking the time to write mes-
sages to future generations will not only
prove vital in years to come, but exception-
ally valuable today. m
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¥ TOWARDS MEANINGFUL .

4" SHABBO

Shalom
Aleichem

Occasionally, it happens. My daughters
and I haven’t quite finished setting the table
for Shabbos yet and my husband is about
to return from shul. We quickly lock the
door and rush to get the table ready. When
we hear a knock on the door, one of the
‘younger kids runs to tell Abba that he can’t
come in yet, we need a few more minutes.
One might ask - why can’t he just come in
and help? But he can’t ... because there are
two malachim (angels) escorting him and
we wouldn’t want them to see that we are
not ready for Shabbos.

When you think about it, this is a very
intriguing idea. What exactly does this
mean? Not only that - when we finally do
allow everyone to come in, we sit down at
the Shabbos table and begin to sing a song
to welcome these malachim — Shalom Ale-
ichem. Written in Tzfat in the 1600’s, Sha-
lom Aleichem is a beautiful nostalgic song
that takes us right into the Shabbos meal.
But if you take a moment to think about
the words, the words are a bit perplexing
- DYWY *N212 - how can we ask malachim
to bless us? MYW5 DONNY - Why do we tell
them to leave just a few minutes after we
just welcomed them?

Let’s start at the beginning. Gemara
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BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L'Ayla Women's Initiative

Shabbos 119b explains that two malachei
hasharet escort a person home from shul
to his house — one good and one bad.
When they arrive at his home, if they find
the candles lit, the table set, and the beds
made, the good malach says — NNDW )1¥7 7
7> MINX NAwH, may it be Hashem’s will
that next week your Shabbos should also
be like this, and the bad malach is forced
to answer Amen. If on the other hand, the
house is not ready for Shabbos, then the
bad malach says may it be like this next
Shabbos as well and the good malach is
forced to answer Amen.

While on the surface, this seems like a
cute children’s story, it actually contains
some very deep messages. Who are these
escorting angels? According to many, a
person is always surrounded by escorting
angels who protect him on a daily basis.
But just like Yaakov Avinu received new
escorting malachim as he left Eretz Yisrael
and when he returned to Eretz Yisrael,
we too, need new malachim as we enter
into the realm of Shabbos. The job of these
malachim is to ease us into this new level of
Kedusha. They enter into our home and we
welcome them — MW *OX DYYY DIYY -
we are so happy that you have helped us to
enter into this special realm.

DYWN ORYN DYWY DONIA — May your
coming be in peace, malachim of peace.
May you find that our home is peaceful.

YWY *N371 - We then ask the malachim
for a bracha. While the song of Shalom



Aleichem is quite widespread, there are
actually some poskim who forbid sing-
ing this song because it is problematic to
beseech malachim instead of turning to
Hashem. But others explain that there is
no issue here — we are turning towards the
malachim as the emissaries of Hashem.
Do50N YN 9901 - the extra N here is to
remind us that everything that the mala-
chim do for us is coming directly from the
Source, from the King of kings.

And what is the bracha that they give
us? Not a bracha of health or wealth, but
a bracha that we should continue in the
direction that we are going in. Ultimately,
whether we are able to experience the
kedusha of Shabbos, is all in our hands. If
we put in the correct efforts and get ready
for Shabbos properly, that kedusha can
come in. And the biggest bracha that we
can receive is the strength to continue this
way next Shabbos.

To illustrate, I'll bring in a personal story.
One of my children has been having some
trouble in school - he’s been getting bored,
misbehaving, and not doing his school-
work. I had a talk with him about the
importance of doing well and succeeding
in life and then we made a chart together
to make sure he does everything he needs
to do every day. At the end of each day, we
review the chart together.

What’s his bracha/prize? I could give
him a treat or a toy (and I will, just to
keep him on track) but that’s not the real
prize. The bracha I give him every day is
that he should be able to take what he’s
accomplished and to do it again tomorrow.
Ultimately, whether he succeeds is in his
hands. He just needs some X’NIWT NNY»0

to give him the strength and resolve to get
to his goal.

The malachim could give us a different
bracha for having gotten ready for Shabbos
properly, but the ultimate bracha is the abil-
ity to continue what we’ve started, and bring
the Shabbos kedusha in every single week.

DYWY DONRY — Once we've gotten this
motivational push from the malachim, it’s
time for them to move on. We don’t need
them anymore because as we said before,
this is really about us. The malachim
escorted us in but now we can continue
from here on our own Shabbos journey. B

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor

Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658
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The Scaly Armor of Fish

Of all the episodes recorded in the first
book of the Torah, the story of Yosef is
accorded the most length and detail. The
fraternal conflict, the stints of imprison-
ment, and the sudden rise to power, and the
dreams of many personae
span almost a third of the
Book of Genesis. No single
Patriarch or Matriarch is
allotted nearly that much
space. Yosef’s tragedies and
triumphs must have great rel-
evance for our own lives.

One of Yosef’s essential char-
acteristics is revealed in the
blessings his father bestows on
Ephraim and Menashe:

He blessed Yosef and said,
“...may the angel who redeems me from all
evil bless the youths. May they be called by
my name and the name of my forefathers
Avraham and Yitzchak, and may they mul-
tiply abundantly like fish, in the midst of
the Land.” (Genesis 48:15-16).

On the interesting mention of fecund
fish, Rashi cites the opinion that fish are
“unaffected by the evil eye.” In the orig-
inal, the Talmud explains that fish in the
ocean are covered by water so that the evil

1. Rashi on Genesis 48:16, s.v. »7.
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eye does not affect them.? What exactly is
this evil eye, and why are Yosef’s progeny
impervious to it?

While some commentators explain the
evil eye in mystical terms, the mystic Rav
W% Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen

Kook somewhat unexpectedly
presented a rational account.
As social beings we are hard-
wired to constantly assess how
we are faring in the estimation
of others, and consciously or
. subconsciously adapt. Those
around us, particularly those
people we associate with
regularly, partially shape our
decisions and behavior. Rav
Kook teaches that these detri-
mental social pressures, often communicated
with stares or glares, winks or winces, are the
“evil eye.” They induce or force us to follow
the crowd rather than stand by our own prin-
ciples or deeply held beliefs.

Fish live their entire lives under the
waves, unmoved by the storms above or
terrestrial goings-on. Yosef was similarly
self-assured and determined. His self-es-
teem helped him weather the withering

2. Berachot 20a.
3. Ein Ayah, Berachot 9:62.



judgment of others and the active opposi-
tion they mounted. He persisted in the face
of his brothers’ ridicule, resisted the sweet
nothings of Potiphar’s wife, and assisted
his fellow inmates with their troubling
dreams. He dared to interpret Pharaoh’s
dreams when everyone else had met with
failure. His accomplishments are a tes-
tament to the calm of an inner world, on
which cutting glances made no impres-
sion. Yaakov blessed his grandsons to be
like Yosef, so that they would not feel the
irresistible gravitational pull of those in
their orbit or be affected by the “evil eye”
that demands conformity.

In our age, it is common knowledge
that healthy self-esteem is crucial to phys-
ical wellbeing and mental health. Low
self-esteem contributes to doubting our
ability to succeed, and in a cruel, self-ful-
filling prophecy, often hamstrings us and
keeps us from success. It stirs up anger,
resentment, fear, anxiety, and more. The
late, celebrated psychiatrist Rabbi Doctor
Avraham ]. Twerski once quipped that the
sixty-plus books he authored were all vari-
ations on the same theme: self-esteem.

Throughout his writings, Rav Kook con-
sistently underlined the importance of pos-
sessing a robust sense of self-worth. Here is
one of many examples:

Smallness of faith and man’s distance
from the supernal holiness is a result of
his failure to elevate his own self-worth, to
inculcate in his heart the lofty idea that he
is worthy of divine greatness.*

For personal religious growth, self-worth
is essential. We are all made in God’s
image. Whoever believes in themselves

4. Orot Yisra’el, 160, §8.

will strive for more.

When we encounter pressures from
various quarters trying to persuade us to
act this way or that, when we come face
to face with the evil eye, we should say: “I
come from the stock of Yosef.”> When we
hold fast to our inner convictions and are
unbuffeted by the prevailing winds, we are
tapping into the spark of Yosef within us.
Fish are denizens of the deep, unaware of
what happens elsewhere. We do not have
the luxury of sticking our head in the sand,
but we can, as Rav Kook wrote so beauti-
fully, soar on high:6

oy rioyn? gy
Rise up, rise,
EPAVIER)
For you have fierce power;
M0 37 W2
You have spiritual wings,
DPIX DY °9)D
Wings of majestic eagles.
D2 Wnon OX
Do not deny them,
70N> 19
Lest they deny you;
DX U7
Seek them out,
QUARFRRSY:
And they will be readily apparent. m

5. Berachot 55b.
6. Orot ha-Kodesh, 1:83-84.

Rabbi Goldscheider is the author of the newly
published book “Torah United’ (OU Press), featuring
divrei Torah on the weekly parasha from Rav Kook,
Rabbi Solovetichik, and the Chassidic Masters.
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I am a left-handed kohen. In
anticipation of the rebuilding of the Beit
Hamikdash, realizing that a left-handed
kohen cannot do avoda (service), I want to
train myself to be right-handed. Is there
anything I need to know?

Yours is a beautiful approach
to our glorious national future and your
kehuna, but I feel a need to flash a “yellow
light” regarding your efforts to become
right-handed (or ambidextrous).

A left-handed person may not do avoda
(Bechorot 45b). The Rambam (Bi’at Hamik-
dash 8:11) categorizes him as a ba’al
mum (blemished), by kohen standards.
Rashi (Bechorot 45b) considers him lack-
ing a “right hand,” which is needed for
avoda (see Chazon Ish, Bechorot 26:13).
We accept the opinion among Tannaim
(Bechorot 45a) that an ambidextrous per-
son is fit for avoda (Rambam ibid.). There
is discussion of doing things to remove dis-
qualifications (ibid.), and your idea might
logically work. However, Eliyahu Hanavi
or the like will make the decisions on if
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and how (e.g., which hand functions) train-
ing would help. I will not venture a guess
on such a matter.

So “why not try?” My hesitation con-
cerns your tefillin status. Presumably, you
put your tefillin shel yad on your right arm
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 27:6),
although some arguable lefties place tefil-
lin on the left arm because they do many
things with the left hand but some with the
left. This depends on a machloket through-
out millennia (see Menachot 37a; Shulchan
Aruch ibid.; Be’'ur Halacha ad loc.) on
whether we follow strength, the ability to
write, or some combination (see Living the
Halachic Process, II:G-12).

Does learning how to use the other hand
change the halacha? The Mordechai (Tefillin
969) brings a machloket about the arm upon
which a righty who made his left hand dom-
inant puts tefillin. The more accepted opin-
ion is that he can switch his status (Mishna
Berura 27:22). However, if he only changed
to writing left-handed but continues to use
his right hand for most activities, the Magen
Avraham (27:10) rules that he remains a
halachic righty because of two doubts - a.
Which function is more important?; b. Does
training change the halacha?

You are asking about a lefty who trains
himself to be a righty. Rav Feinstein
(Igrot Moshe, OC 1III:2) did not distinguish
between the direction of the rightleft
switch and based on the Magen Avraham,
posited that if a born lefty switched only
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his writing, he would retain his old status
due to double doubt. Ha’elef Lecha Shlomo
(I:11) says that the doubt about changing
is countered by the fact that the standard
person (including the ambidextrous) is
considered a righty, and he would place
tefillin on his left arm. Rav Frank (Har Tzvi,
OC I:26) agreed in principle with Ha’elef
Lecha Shlomo but was unhappy with a boy
putting himself into even a single doubt (if
writing or strength is more important). He
also argued that to qualify even as ambi-
dextrous, one must write with his right as
well as with his left, which is difficult to
learn. Therefore, he instructed a twelve-
year-old who was training to write with his
right hand to restore his left-handed domi-
nance to remove doubt.

This background demonstrates that you
will enter some doubt about your status
after making the change. In fact, depending
on what changes you make (writing’s criti-
cal importance is probably unique to tefillin
(see Menachot 37a), not avoda), your status
could be unclear. Furthermore, during the
transition process, there will certainly be
times when you won’t know which side
of “the line” you are on. (There are rabbis
who, in some cases, instruct to put tefillin on
both arms (at different times)). I would not
recommend getting into such dilemmas
without sufficient justification.

Whether we will build the Beit Hamik-
dash or it will descend intact from
Above, people will need time to learn the

.nff;_':—/;?)u { e
077-2050015 & Neir
052-2678749 o
golanechasim@gmail.com L

BAKA: 4 room apartment, 85m, elevator,
neat & nice apartment 2,850,000 NIS

ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m,
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat
elevator, private parking 3,200,000 NIS

BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new
building, 88m master suite, storage, Shabbat
elevator, private parking, nice Sukkah balcony
in process of being added 3,900,000 NIS

ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 108m, balcony,
nice view, Shabbat elevator, fully accessible,
private parking, storage 4,300,000 NIS

RASKO: New 4-room penthouse apartment,
115m, beautiful terraces for a lovely
panoramic view, elevator 4,250,000 NIS
TALBIYA: 4-room apartment, 95m,

sukkah balcony, 2nd floor 5,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: 5-room apartment, 127m,
master suite, balcony, private parking,
storage, full of light, 5,250,000 NIS

intricacies of avoda. At that time, many
may do a course on becoming a righty.
We recommend funneling your beautiful
dedication to improving right-hand usage,
while remaining more proficient with your
left hand temporarily.

Having a dispute?
r‘f For a Din Torah in English or

= = Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah -
\=)
};‘L: Gazit’ Rabbinical Court:
Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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Separating Terumot & Ma’aserot
from Fruit in Home Gardens

Question: I have several citrus trees in
my garden - oranges and clementines. I
heard once that if I eat the fruit outside
I don’t need to take terumot and ma’ase-
rot, and the obligation only applies once I
bring the fruit inside the house. Is that so?

Answer: In general, in most cases, teru-
mot and ma’aserot need to be taken from
any fruit before eating it. What you men-
tioned is true, however, under the following
conditions:

The garden is not private (ex. the yard
of an apartment building) and anyone can
enter without being asked, “what are you
doing here?” Private homes gardens do
not fall into this category.

Each time, you only pick and eat one
fruit at a time (one grape, one cherry, etc.).

This is true only for fruits that are gener-
ally eaten completely by one person in one
sitting.

Oranges and clementines are composed
of units (slices), so when you pick even one
fruit it becomes obligated in terumot and
ma’aserot. The same holds true for grape
clusters and pomegranates.

Beside most citruses (aside from kum-
quats and dwarf lemons), this also refers
to large fruits: watermelons, pomegranates
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and melons. Avocados and mangos are
often cut up and eaten with other people.
For this reason, it’s best to be stringent and
separate terumot and ma’aserot even if you
eat them outside.

For most other fruits and vegetables, in
public gardens they will be obligated in ter-
umot and ma’aserot only if you pick two at
a time (cherries, pears, dates, etc.). ®
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BAKA GARDEN FAMILY HOME
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BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED FAMILY
HOME ON DERECH BEIT LECHEM ST,
PRIVATE ENTRANCE WITH GARDEN,
150 SQM WITH HIGH CEILINGS,

3.5 BEDROOMS, 2.5 BATHS

RENTAL PRICE $4000/MONTH
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The popular song and declaration in
Israel states that “The eternal nation is
not afraid of the long path.” Our nation
has undergone, and survived, countless
attempts to destroy us and prevent us
reaching our goal as Am Yisrael. Yet we
have outlived and survived all of them. We
know that the path to redemption is a long
one, but we are not in a hurry. After all, we
are the Eternal Nation.

We often see a microcosm of this tenacity
in the face of lengthy and complicated jour-
neys. This was the case with Yossi and Bat-
sheva. When they came to PUAH they had
already been told by several doctors that
Yossi would never have his own biological
children, and so the couple were exploring
other possible options.

Rabbi Segev reviewed their medical
files and suggested a novel treatment and
a specific doctor who may be able to help.
Yossi and Batsheva made an appointment
and, for the first time on their fertility
journey, they heard that there was hope,
albeit somewhat remote. They decided to
undergo surgery, and, with Divine help,
the treatment was successful and Batsheva
became pregnant. They were delighted
to share the good news with PUAH and
everyone was excited to hear.

But their journey was not yet at an end;
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RABBI GIDEON
WEITZMAN

Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

Batsheva started having contractions and
came to the hospital to give birth. Instead
of being straightforward, the birth became
complicated and Batsheva was in labour
for over 25 hours. The medical staff had to
employ various instruments and procedures,
but, eventually Yossi and Batsheva were able
to hold their own little boy. He was slightly
bruised and stunned from the ordeal of his
delivery, but, otherwise, he was perfect.

Every child is a miracle, and the mira-
cle of life itself is always amazing, but we
can get used to these everyday miracles.
Occasionally we experience a birth that is
S0 unique and extraordinary that we all
claim it to be miraculous. This sort of birth
is usually preceded by a long, difficult and
arduous journey. PUAH accompanies just
journeys to ensure that the couple do not
despair along the way, but persevere and
are able to reach the best destination.

We are truly an eternal nation and we
are not at all afraid of long paths.

Arthur Samuels, DPM

I
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Over 30 years experience

Licensed in Israel
" & America

» 053-427-6363

! ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com
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Here are 5 humorous short stories out of 27 from
Azazel and Other Jewish Stories by Yaacov Peterseil,
guaranteed to make you LOL.

My Purim Surprise — Uncle Heeby recounts a most

surprising tale to his young protégé.

Who Will Buy? — Can you believe an Israeli “Rent-A-

Child" program really exists?

Achilles! Heal! — For those who have ripped their

Achilles heel, or any other part of their body.

Available in Israel and on Amazon. Constipation — Morris survived concentration camp, but
Can't find the book? can he survive the source of his painful constipation?

(ElIie w2 B3R e, No Joking! — What happens with a young man, with a

We'll rush one over to you. . . L2 .
Free Shipping in Israel. sense of humor, tries to marry into a no joking family?
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HOLY SITES IN ISRAEL

RIVI FRANKEL

The First
Synagogue

There is a claim that the oldest Jewish syna-
gogue in the world is in Tunisia. It is believed
to have been built in 586 BCE, following the
destruction of the first Beit HaMikdash. In
the 1800’s a modern shul was built over its
remains, called El Ghriba, meaning “the
miraculous.” Since this is beyond our scope,
being outside of Israel, I won’t expound here,
but I encourage you to research their fascinat-
ing history and traditions.

Following the destruction of the Tem-
ples, one can understand why the Jewish
people would build shuls, dedicated spaces
that housed and encouraged communal
worship. With the loss of the Beit HaMik-
dash, we not only lost the resting place of
the holy Shechina, but also practically,
the central, unifying location for religious
practice. Most of the ancient synagogues
we know of were built following the
destruction of the second Beit HaMikdash.
In Israel alone, hundreds of ancient syn-
agogues dating back to this period were
found, particularly in the northern regions
of the Galil and Golan.

This is why it seems unusual that in
Israel, the oldest shuls have been dated to
the 1st century BCE and 1st century CE,
meaning that they stood concurrent with

58 TORAH TIDBITS 1546 / VAYECHI

the Second Temple. Why would there be a
need for these structures when there is a
centralized place of worship?

It is true that even while the Temples
stood, people would gather locally for
Torah reading and other religious ceremo-
nies. However, general community centers
could have been used, so why would they
have invested in building these special
religious spaces at a time when this was
not the custom? In the next few articles, we
will learn about these shuls and uncover
their unique stories.

Archaeologist Ehud Netzer claimed to
have discovered the oldest synagogue in
Israel in the Hasmonean Palaces in Yericho.
Called the Yericho Synagogue (not to be con-
fused with the nearby Yericho synagogue
that dates to the 6th century CE) or the Wadi
Qelt Synagogue, because of its proximity
to the Wadi Qelt perennial stream, Netzer
posited that the synagogue was built by
the Hasmonean rulers between 70 - 50
BCE. He described in his findings a niche
to house the Torah Ark, a place for geniza,
and seating for approximately 70 people.
The shul complex had other rooms, includ-
ing a dining hall and a mikva. Why include
this in the palace when the Beit HaMikdash
was still standing? Perhaps the Hasmonean
leaders felt that a palace of a Jewish king
would not be complete without its own reli-
gious center. Being the king’s winter palace,
flooding in the rainy season might have
made it challenging to travel to the Temple



while in residence. Having a designated
shul area in the palace was important for
when they could not access Jerusalem. Most
other archaeologists answer this question
by taking a completely different approach,
saying the space was not a shul at all-
another machloket in Jewish discourse!
Next time we will explore Ehud Netzer’s
most famous archaeological dig, Herodian,
and discuss the synagogue found there.
Maybe we will be lucky enough to uncover
more concrete (pun intended) answers. m
Rivi Frankel is a sought after licensed tour guide in Israel
for groups, families, and individuals of all ages. She

is a Tanach lecturer, has run educational programing
aroud the world, and currently lives in Jerusalem.

Rivi is leading a Tu b’Shvat tour and
seder together with expert photogra-
pher Rebecca Kowalsky on Thursday
morning, January 25th. Please email
rivi@yeshisrael.com for more info and

to register.
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Rechavia, Rashba St. Luxury fully furnished garden
apt. A 185 sgqm. & beds + 2.5 baths + 110 sgm garden.
A private entrance & parking, large storage. $7,500

German Colony 130 sqm luxury apt. 3-
beds, Sukkah balcony, parking. 6,650,000 B

German Colony 100 sqm semi-detached
hause + 400 sqm private garden, with building
rights for additional 3 units. call for details.

German Colony Private and secluded
cottage on the second floor with 70 sgm of living
space. 2.5 beds apt. Sukka balcony. 3,500,000 ™

A unique opportunity! Fully furnished and
renovated on David's Crown prestige complex. 117
sq.m. 2.5 beds. 2.5 full baths. 15 sq.m. balcony (10
sq.m sukkah). parking and storate. 7,800,000 @

Old Katamen, Palmach St. In a new Tama
building, 100 sgqm, 3 beds, with a 10 sgm Sukkah
balcony. High standard renovation. Private storage.
Ready: Aug-23. 3,700,000 W

MAXIsBOX

Storage

Your place for extra space

053-7272-815

V Flgi.ng Soon? «lAh‘l
Travel with Confidence (==;‘,J
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YM

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@]unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001
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DONATE

a family safety training course
and train parents across Israel
to save lives at home and become their own

FIRST RESPONDERS

EVERY SECOND COUNTS




For Sale!
Designer Talbia Apartment

Large 3.5 bedroom,
2.5 bathroom, bright with lots
of greenery, Sukka balcony,
parking, eIevator 9 35mnis

Shifra Lopian: 0526735300

HELPING ,)
OUR SOLDIERS AT W

YESH EZRA

ASSISTING
THE NEEDY

THIS WEEK: Collecting for
Tzitzit for the Soldiers

See What We Do
www.Yeshezra.org

Bank transfer: Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843

(Send Asmachta for tax receipt)
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem

Credit Card: Sara —077-820-0196.
Sun/Mon/Wed (10:15am-2.45 pm)

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff
050-570-1067
menpmp@gmail.com

the only
AI'TWOrk

you can

drink

Cork & Cellar is Israel’s
premium wine concierge.

We curate your collection from
our 5,000+ bottles sourced
worldwide — and store it for
you in our precisely controlled
and fully insured cellar.

Manage your collection from our app and request
delivery across Israel

Watch your wines appreciate in value as they
mature in taste

Save with significant discounts that we pass on to
our members

WHATSAPP +972 50-709-0068
EMAIL hello@corkandcellar.net
VISIT corkandcellar.net

CORK&CELLARL
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ISRAEL

ISV

Imgiring the jrmink fuiue

This week’s Parsha, Vayechi, marks the
closing of Sefer Bereishit which began on
that day of mourning and tragedy of this
year’s Simchat Torah.

One of the most dramatic moments in
Jewish history occurs in this week's Parsha.
Yaakov Avinu, the namesake for the nation
of Israel, Am Yisrael, is on his deathbed. His
children, our tribes and Yaakov's legacy, are
asked to approach their father for his last
parting words. Rashi tells us that Yaakov
gathers them all together to tell them his
most important secret. The answer to the
question which every Jew has been asking
from the beginning of our story and every
day forward; When will Moshiach be here?!
Yaakov opens his mouth and Hashem does
not let his thoughts leave his mouth as other
words come out and the secret remains a
secret until this very day.

We know that Moshiach can come in one
of two ways. Either we, the Jewish people, do
Teshuva en masse and it will be here immedi-
ately (hopefully by the time this is published!).
Or our time for Teshuva expires and Hashem
brings Moshiach out of mercy for his children.
It is clear that Yaakov’s knowledge was of the
Moshiach of mercy and not of our Teshuva
since there is no specific time for that.

Why did Hashem grant Yaakov this knowl-
edge without the ability to share it? What was
its purpose if not for us?! The holy Rav Yisrael
of Ruzhin ZY”A brings up the embarrassment
we would feel as a people if we couldn’t do it
ourselves. Imagine the feeling of generations
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trying and trying and yet seemingly failing to
bring the Moshiach, time after time. The Rhu-
zhiner say that Hashem wanted us to know
that there will be a time when His mercy will
shine brighter, but even that time is because
of US and our Teshuva and His love for his
children. So, when that great day comes, even
if out of mercy, the mercy will be for the Jew-
ish people and who we are and what we've
done. Like the parent who gives-in to giving a
seemingly undeserved gift knowing that the
child did his best.

Since the book of Bereishit has been opened
this year, 50% of our NCSY Israel staff (includ-
ing myself) have been on the front lines of
Gaza, Lebanon, and Syria physically fighting
to make that day come. The other 50% have
been fighting on the front lines towards giv-
ing growth, meaning, and Jewish pride to the
incredible teens of this country, our leaders
of tomorrow. We at NCSY Israel are not just
doing our best, but literally being Mesirat
Nefesh at a time where we couldn’t be needed
more. Now it’s YOUR chance to show mercy
knowing that our staff and teens are doing
even more than their best. NOW is the oppor-
tunity for YOU to support us when we need it
most and help give our teens and staff a taste
of that redemption.

As we close the book of creation and open
the book of redemption, may we be zoche to
see the days of redemption speedily in our
times.Shabbat (with a lot of) Shalom m
Make your year-end tax deductible gift to
NCSY Israel at Israel.ncsy.org/donate.



NCSY ISRAEL
ANSWERING THE CALL

Since the war broke out, NCSY lIsrael has quickly pivoted
and organized the fo"owing special programs for Eng|is|1-
speaking teens in Israel, even with over 25% of our staff

called to serve in the army.

Carnival for evacuated Words of Inspiration Shevet Achim Gam

families from the North Zoom event with Yachad kumzitz with
and South staying in the Hillel Fuld R' Noam Koenigsberg,
Ramada Hotel in Rachelle Fraenkel, and
Jerusalem R' Judah Mischel

NCSY Unite joint event Special dinner with Am Yisrael Chai
with teens from NCSY Israel teen leaders Regional Shabbaton
NCSY Israel and and OU leadership with close to 200 teens
Southwest NCSY from across Israel

Make your year-end tax deductible gift Net 0]

to NCSY Israel at israel.ncsy.org/donate TWY oocu



EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
THROUGH CHALLENGING TIMES

24, Free Confidential Support Line

For all Olim and Lone Soldiers

”—

C 0747751433

We are always here for you
Tikva by KeepOlim



