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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

ויאמר פרעה אל עבדיו, הנמצא כזה איש אשר רוח אלוקים בו )מא:לח(
"And Pharaoh said to his servants: Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom the spirit of G-d is?"
The Midrash explains this verse as Pharaoh saying: If we would go from one end of the world to the other, we would 
not find another like Yosef.
The Ketav Sofer (Rabbi Avraham Shmuel Sofer 1815-1871 Bratislava) asks how did the Midrash know that Pharaoh was 
referring to Yosef's distinctiveness in contrast to the whole world? Wouldn’t it have been more appropriate for Pharaoh 
to simply say no one in Egypt is like Yosef?
Maimonides points out that Pharoah here was addressing his advisors, trying to convince them that Yosef should be 
appointed as Viceroy. 
The Ktav Sofer answers that in order not to embarrass his advisors of their shortcomings compared to Yosef, the Midrash 
explains how Pharoah chose his words very carefully. Pharaoh told his advisors that they are without doubt the wisest 
men in Egypt, but Yosef is unique in the world. In this way, Pharoah avoided offending his advisors.       - Shabbat Shalom
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THIS WEEK'S COVER PHOTO
“Signs” of the times - seen in a Jerusalem supermarket 
on 24 October 2023. (Translation: “With HaShem’s help, 
Together we will win / be victorious”). (Note: The Hebrew 
“root” for the word “To win” is Nun-Tzade-Chet, the same 
“root” letters for “Netzach” - meaning: Forever or Eternal. 
Victory / Forever, b’ezrat HaShem). 
Photographed by Leah 
Yerushalmi in Jerusalem

HELPFUL REMINDERS
The fast of 10th of Tevet is observed on Friday 
December 22. Fast ends at 5:00pm (Jerusalem). 
We wait for kiddush to conclude the fast unless 
there is an urgent need to end earlier.

Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad:
5 Tevet/ Motei Shabbat Dec. 16
7 Days After Molad: 
9 Tevet/Wed. night Dec. 20
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana Until:
15 Tevet/Tues. night Dec. 26
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

working way beyond their regular hours. 
Farmers opening their fields to volunteers 
who are coming in the hundreds to help 
them collect their produce and stay afloat. 
Families that have taken in those displaced 
so that they could have a place to call home 
and in which to light their chanukiyot. So 
many people are rolling up their sleeves.

There was a feeling of giving this Chanu-
kah. A feeling of achdut, unity. Of caring for 
each other in Klal Yisrael. Chanukah par-
ties and events with our families, friends, 
and coworkers had something different to 
it. This year, everyone felt like they were in 
it together.

This is what I think chinuch is about. It is 
what is around you. What you see. When 
a child sees and interacts with people 
who are full of giving, of chesed, of unity, 
that will be impressed upon the child. 
Our youth are seeing what it means to be 
Jewish, to live in a Jewish state. This is the 
particular chinuch of Chanukah. Oppor-
tunities to see each other show our youth 
what role models they should have in 
family, friends, and religious leaders. This 

Throughout Chanukah there has been a 
theme on my mind which I’ve been seeing 
again and again. It is a topic that many of 
us contemplate and are challenged with 
on a regular basis – chinuch (education). 
Our rabbis teach us that the word Chanu-
kah and chinuch are related to each other. 
What is it about Chanukah that relates to 
chinuch? Is Chanukah a more educational 
holiday than Pesach, Sukkot, or Shavuot?

Normally, Chanukah tends to be when 
we spend a lot of time with our loved 
ones. Excluding Shabbat, there are seven 
full days and nights of Chanukah that are 
opportunities to get together. Between fam-
ily, friends, workplaces and community 
events, many people find themselves busy 
almost every night.

This year, Chanukah had a different tone 
to it. We’re thinking about our beloved 
soldiers fighting to keep Israel safe, both 
on the southern border and on the north-
ern border. We’re thinking about the hos-
tages, ripped away from their families and 
loved ones, hidden deep in Gaza. And our 
attitudes reflect that. There’s been more 
volunteering this Chanukah than I can 
remember for many decades of past Cha-
nukahs. So many people have found their 
role, their tafkid. People writing Torah arti-
cles, giving shiurim, starting to learn Daf 
Yomi every day. The falafel store owner 
who isn’t charging chayalim for their 
orders. The restaurant owner giving gen-
erously to the sherut leumi girls who are 

Condolences to  
Beaty & Donny Gordon and family

on the passing of
Naftali Yonah Gordon Hy”d

first master sergeant in the  
53rd Battalion of the Barak Brigade, 

killed in Gaza on the eve of the  
1st night of Hanukkah
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ever for people around the world to learn 
Torah, and our youth are seeing it. They see 
the yeshivot bustling with students learning. 
These things were enough to put in my son’s 
mind the idea to draw the Talmud Bavli, out 
of anything he could draw.

I remember how my Rav, the former Chief 
Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu zt”l, 

year, this stands out more than ever.
When I was eleven years old, my inter-

ests were basketball, Transformers and 
He-Man. Like most kids, when I would 
draw, I’d draw something I was thinking 
about - a game I was playing or something 
I liked. This past week, my son Mordechai 
Tzemach and my daughter Moriah came to 
the OU Israel building one day after school. 
One of the things they love doing when 
they come to visit me at work is to draw on 
the gigantic whiteboard in my office. This 
time I noticed Mordechai Tzemach draw-
ing a big rectangle with a brown marker, 
and then colored it all brown. I asked him 
why he was just making a solid brown 
box? He’s eleven years old, why not draw 
something nice? He said to me, “Abba, I am 
drawing something nice.” After he finished 
filling it in, he took his finger and wrote the 
Hebrew letters, “Talmud Bavli.”

That was an eye-opener to me. I asked 
myself, what were the chances when I was 
eleven of drawing anything even resem-
bling a gemara? I know the answer is 
slim to none. My mind was occupied with 
all sorts of other things. I wasn’t think-
ing about Torah and gemara. Mordechai 
Tzemach was thinking higher thoughts. 
The reason for that is chinuch. He is sur-
rounded by role models that help him 
think this way – his Rebbeim, teachers, 
grandparents, older siblings and other rel-
atives, and community members. 

Today, our children see more people learn-
ing Daf Yomi than previous generations. 
There are so many shiurim, not just in shul 
but online as well. Accessibility has been a 
game changer. Sites like the OU’s AllDaf.org 
and AllParsha.org have made it easier than 

In loving memory of 
Miriam Korenstein a”h 

מרים בת שמואל יעקוב ע”ה
on her 8th yahrzeit ה’ טבת תשפ”ד

and
Manfred Korenstein z”l

משה ניסן בן יצחק ז’’ל
whose 24th yahrzeit was on 

י”ח מרחשון תשפ”ד

Both greatly missed by their family 
and all who knew them
May the learning from  

this issue of TT be לעלוי נשמותיהם
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would say that when someone moves into a 
new home, they should immediately have a 
chanukat habayit to celebrate having moved 
in that day. Most people would wait until 
everything is unpacked and they are settled. 
When you first move, there are boxes every-
where and furniture still wrapped up. Rabbi 
Eliyahu said to davka have it then. “Al ha’ar-
gazim, on the boxes themselves,” he would 
say. That’s when friends and family can give 
you well-wishes, where Torah can be shared. 
You should have a Maariv minyan in the 
newly-inaugurated house and let the house 
fill with Torah and kedusha. Right away, not 
weeks later.

It puzzled me why Rabbi Eliyahu held this 
way, but I believe he was saying that when 
we show our friends and families, and espe-
cially our kids, what our priorities are, that 
is chinuch. Before we organize the house, 
before we decide what looks nice here and 
over there, our focus will be to bring in the 
light of Torah. Before we’ve even opened 
our boxes, the first thing to go through our 
minds is chinuch. A chanukat habayit, just 
like Chanukah itself, is a time for chinuch. 
It’s a time to reflect on our futures. How will 
this home be one that expresses our values 
to our kids, to our families.

Let me tell you, when I was eleven, I 
wasn’t drawing the Talmud Bavli. I’m sure 
many readers weren’t either. When I think 
about my own journey, I think how much 
greater my kids will b’ezrat Hashem be 
than me. Who our youth as a whole will 
become, in just a few years time. I have 
high hopes for our future.

Every one of us is a role model for chinuch. 
When you volunteer, go to a shiur, daven, 
say Tehillim, do hachnasat orchim and give 
charity, you are creating an atmosphere of 
chinuch. Think about the impact we could 
have when we put chinuch, for ourselves and 
for the younger generation, as the focal point 
of our minds. When we do that, we can truly 
say we took this lesson of Chanukah and lev-
eraged it in the best way possible. 

May we continue to see the light that 
Chanukah gave us. May we continue to 
see the gevurah, the strength and heroism 
of Klal Yisrael, and the miracles that we so 
very much need. May we continue to focus 
on the chinuch that Chanukah brought. By 
incorporating this lesson, we will continue 
to see every generation being on a higher 
spiritual level than the generation before it.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

May the Torah learned from  
this issue of Torah Tidbits be  
in loving memory and לע”נ of

LILY BIBER a”h
לאה ביבר בת אשר זעליג ע”ה

on her 4th Yahrzeit  ז’ טבת

Dearly missed and always  
in the thoughts of her children,  

grandchildren and great-grandchildren
Biber and Frankfurter Families
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BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
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 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!

True wholesaler from the diamond 
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 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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Transformative 
Failure

It pays to recall our failures.
As Pharaoh struggles to find an interpreta-

tion of his dreams (Bereishit 41:9), his chief 
butler comes forth with a solution, prefacing 
it by saying, “today I remind you of my sin.” 
He proceeds to tell Pharaoh about the dream 
he had in jail and the accurate interpretation 
that was provided by the young Hebrew – 
Yosef - who was guarding him there. This 
leads Pharaoh to liberate Yosef from jail and 
to ultimately elevate him to the throne.

The butler was hesitant to remind Pharaoh 
of the mistakes he made that had landed him 
in jail, but he nevertheless told him the story 
because it was during that time in jail that 
he discovered the person who would pro-
vide the solution to Pharaoh’s most vexing 
problem. His harmful mistake had somehow 
ended up proving helpful.

This would seem to explain a curious prob-
lem in the story. There is a tradition found in 
the Talmud (Rosh Hashana 10b) that Yosef 
was liberated from jail on Rosh Hashana. It 
was thus on that very same day that the butler 
reminded Pharaoh of the sin that had landed 
him in jail. Yet, as we recognize in our own 
Yamim Noraim liturgy, we studiously avoid 
mentioning our failures on Rosh Hashana. 
While viduy - confession of sin - is performed 

repeatedly on Yom Kippur - the Day of Forgive-
ness - it is considered ill-advised to mention our 
sins at all on Rosh Hashana, the Day of Judg-
ment (see for instance Mishna Berurah 684:3).

How is it that on the very day that we stu-
diously avoid reminding the King of Kings of 
our failures we find the chief butler specifi-
cally reminding King Pharaoh of his? (This 
irony was noted by the Bnei Yissaschar.) 

We must understand, however, that what we 
seek to avoid mentioning are those past failures 
that remain failures. The Talmud (Yoma 86b) 
speaks of the person who undergoes teshuva 
mei’ahava, improving himself with the purest of 
motives, who transforms past failures into mer-
its. One who successfully extracts positive out-
comes from personal failure has transformed 
the failure into a stimulant of growth. It is for 
this reason that the butler did not have to worry 
about mentioning his sin on Rosh Hashana, as 
that sin had proven to be a source of growth, 
generating Pharaoh’s greatest benefit.

Yes, it often pays to recall our failures. 
When we open ourselves up to using the 
lessons of those failures to guide us to a bet-
ter and more helpful future, failure serves 
as a vehicle for success. 

That must always be our charge. We can 
choose to ignore our flaws and focus exclusively 
on moving forward. But to truly grow, we must 
be profoundly aware of the imperfections 
within and around us. We must use failure as 
the first step to success by addressing our imper-
fections, not only to avoid future failure, but as 
the catalyst of long-lasting positive change. 
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when and how many. Yaakov had one 
dream: 1 man, 1 dream, 1 night. Yosef had 
2 dreams, but not on the same day; 1 man, 
2 dreams, 2 nights. The Butler and Baker; 2 
men, 2 dreams, 1 night. And Paro; 1 man, 2 
dreams, 1 night.

When Yosef is successful in inter-
preting both the Butler and Baker and 
Paro’s dreams, does he wonder about his 
dreams? Does he think his dreams may 
still come true? Or does he assume his 
don’t match the pattern; the others were 
2 dreams, one night. His were 2 dreams, 
2 nights. Or perhaps 2 nights is a sign that 
they will take a long time to occur. Maybe 
even over 20 years.

2ND ALIYA (41:15-38)
Paro relates the dreams to 

Yosef. Yosef tells Paro that the 7 
years of plenty will be followed by 7 years 
of famine. Now, Paro you shall appoint 
a wise person to hoard food during the 
plenty, to avoid the lands collapse during 
the famine. Paro responds: could one like 
this be found who has G-d’s spirit in him?

Dream interpretation is a rich subject. 
If the dream is of plenty and famine, I get 
healthy stalks being devoured by sickly 
ones. But stalks don’t eat. And what do cat-
tle have to do with agriculture? Why cows 
walking out of the Nile? Ok, cows can eat 
each other, whereas stalks can’t. But stalks 
are agriculture, cows aren’t.

The name Elokim appears 7 times in this 
exchange between Yosef and Paro. When a 

PARSHAT MIKETZ
Yosef ascends from jail to complete 

control of Egypt. Paro has a dream. The 
Butler remembers Yosef in jail. Yosef tells 
Paro of 7 impending years of plenty fol-
lowed by 7 of famine. Yosef is appointed to 
manage the hoarding of food in the good 
years. When the famine begins, the whole 
world turns to Yosef for food. Including 
his family. Yosef recognizes his brothers; 
he accuses them of spying. Shimon is kept 
in jail, the brothers return home to bring 
Binyamin. When the need for food forces 
them back to Egypt, Binyamin is brought 
with them. Yehuda guarantees his return 
to Yaakov. Yosef plants his goblet with 
Binyamin, punishes him with remaining a 
slave in Egypt.

1ST ALIYA (41:1-14)
2 years later (after the But-

ler’s return to serve Paro), Paro 
dreams. 7 healthy cows emerge from the 
water, devoured by 7 skinny ones who 
emerge after. 7 healthy stalks are devoured 
by 7 parched ones. Paro is not satisfied by the 
dream interpretations of his wise men. The 
Butler remembers Yosef, telling Paro of him. 
Yosef is shaved, dressed and rushed to Paro.

Dreams aplenty. Yaakov dreamt of the 
ladder and the angels. Yosef had 2 dreams. 
The Butler and Baker had dreams. Now 
Paro has 2 dreams.

But there are subtle differences in who, 
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Binyanim, to Egypt to get food. When 
the brothers bow to Yosef, he recognizes 
them. He remembers his dreams. Yosef 
challenges the brothers, claiming they are 
spying Egypt. To prove they are not, he 
demands they bring Binyamin. And puts 
them in jail for 3 days.

What did Yosef think when he saw the 
brothers? All the commentators grap-
ple with Yosef’s response. Why not say 
hello to them? Why hide? Varied are 
the responses. But on the level of met-
aphor or drush – what an image. The 
Jew, successful, wildly successful, in the 
highest offices of his new land, with his 
new language, his new name, his new 
clothes; is unrecognizable to his broth-
ers. And he himself, so comfortable in 
his new world, cannot find the words to 
bridge the gap.

word is repeated 7 times, it is a signal – take 
note, this is central. The story of Yosef’s sale, 
his descent to Potiphar’s home, his being 
framed by Mrs. Potiphar, thrown in jail, is 
a downward spiral designed by the hands 
of man. But all that is about to change, for 
G-d’s Hand is entering the story.

 3RD ALIYA (41:39-52)
Paro appoints Yosef over all 

of Egypt; he receives the signet 
ring, the royal clothes, rides the royal char-
iot, receives the Egyptian name Tzafnat 
Paneach and marries. He gathers the grain 
in the years of plenty. His 2 sons are born; 
Menashe, G-d has allowed me to forget my 
father’s home and Ephraim, G-d has made 
me prosper in Egypt.

In an instant, Yosef has gone from the 
foreign lad in jail, to the number 2 man in 
the land. But. The wrong land. Aren’t we 
supposed to be settling the Land of Israel? 
In our absorption in a wonderful story of 
twists and turns, we forgot that the story of 
the Torah is the promise to Avraham: Your 
children will inherit the Land. Of Israel. 
Not Egypt. The shift of the story of the Jew-
ish people has moved entirely from Israel 
to Egypt right under our noses.

And don’t we all love the Midrash that 
the Jews were redeemed from Egypt for 
not changing their names, their clothing 
or language. Yosef is given new clothes, 
and a new name in a new language. 
Yosef seems to have become the quintes-
sential Egyptian.

4TH ALIYA (41:53-42:18)
The famine begins. Paro 

instructs his people to go to 
Yosef, for Yosef has opened the store-
houses. Yaakov sends his sons, save 
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5TH ALIYA (42:19-43:15)
Yosef tells the brothers that 

one should stay behind while the 
rest return home and bring Binyamin to 
him. They respond to themselves; this has 
occurred because of how we treated Yosef. 
Yosef cries upon hearing this. Shimon is 
jailed. Yosef places their money with their 
grain. When they discover this, they won-
der why G-d is doing this. Yaakov is dis-
tressed at the thought of Binyamin leaving 
him. But when the food runs out, there is no 
choice. Yehuda guarantees Binyamin’s safe 
return. They return and stand before Yosef.

The brother’s feelings of guilt for the 
sale of Yosef seem to persist even 20 years 
later. Over 20 years later, in Egypt, buying 
food – when things turn into a crisis, with 
Yosef demanding they bring Binyamin, 
the brothers immediately blurt out: we 
are getting our due for selling Yosef. They 
have been waiting for calamity to befall 
them, knowing it will surely come. But of 
course, they mean this is G-d meting out a 
form of punishment to them. When really, 
it is Yosef who is manipulating them. So, 
it isn’t G-d, it’s Yosef. Or is it? Maybe they 
are right. Yosef is repeatedly described as 
successful in Egypt; in Potiphar’s home, in 
the jail, and now as number 2 in the Land. 
He is efficient and definitive. Yet, here, he 
is capricious; puts them all in jail, says they 
should all remain in jail and one return, 
then changes his mind, one stay in jail, all 
return. Either Yosef is beside himself and 
winging it, not really knowing what to do. 
Or maybe the brothers are not the only 
ones being manipulated. Maybe Yosef 
too is a puppet in the Divine Hands – he 
makes a move, and He puts into his head 

something different. In order to bring the 
Jews to Egypt.

 6TH ALIYA (43:16-29)
The brothers receive a royal 

welcome from Yosef upon their 
return with Binyamin. They apologize for 
the money they found in their grain sacks. 
Yosef tells them not to worry for their G-d 
has given them a gift. The brothers are 
treated to a fine dinner. Yosef inquires of 
their father and sees Binyamin.

Binyamin is Yosef’s brother, the only 
other born from Rachel. Binyamin was 
very young when Yosef was sold. This is 
22 years later. Yosef would not recognize 
Binyamin. The aliya ends on a pregnant 
note – he sees Binyamin – and then what? 
The next aliya begins with Yosef crying. 
Yosef does a lot of crying in the story. At the 
same time, for the brothers, they swing up 
and down. Nervous as to how he will react. 
Relieved at the banquet he serves them. 
But then crashing down when in the next 
aliya the goblet is planted with Binyamin.

 7TH ALIYA (43:30-44:17)
Yosef sits the brothers in the 

order of their birth. They are 
surprised. Their sacks are packed with 
grain, their money returned. And Yosef’s 
goblet is planted in the sack of Binyamin. 
No sooner had they left, Yosef orders the 
guards to pursue. The goblet is found in 
the sack of Binyamin. They return to Yosef. 
Yehuda offers that they all stay as slaves. 
Yosef demurs; the thief alone shall be a 
slave. The rest of you return home in peace 
to your father.

The swing of fortune of the brothers is 
dramatic. Accused of being spies, yet their 
money returned with their grain. Treated 
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STATS
 

10th of 54 sedras; 10th of 12 in Bereshit.
Written on 254.6 lines, ranks 6th.
Mikeitz is a one Parsha petucha (open) (the 
longest parsha in the whole Torah). Contrast this 
parsha's 2022 words with the shortest parshiyot 
with 2 words.
146 pesukim - rank: 8th (5th in Bereshit) tied with 
Bereshit (the sedra). 
2022 words - ranks 3rd (2nd).
7914 letters - ranks 2nd (first).
Miketz's pesukim are unusually long for a big 
sedra. That's why it is so high in the rankings for 
words and letters. On the other hand, with no 
parsha breaks, the "number of lines rank" drops 
a bit. 

MITZVOT

No mitzvot are counted from Mikeitz. One of 17 
sedras without mitzvot.
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

royally upon their return, money again 
returned with their grain. Yet, accused of 
theft. And the stage is set for an even more 
dramatic swing: Yosef finally revealing 
himself to them.

HAFTORAH 
1 MELACHIM 3:15-4:1

This week’s haftorah opens with the words 
“And Shlomo awoke, and behold it was a 
dream,” echoing this week’s Torah portion 
which opens with Pharaoh’s dreams.

Though not included in the haftorah, in 
this dream G-d granted King Shlomo his 
legendary wisdom. The haftorah relates a 
famous episode that made all of Israel aware 
of their new monarch’s keen intellect.

Two harlots approach King Solomon 
to adjudicate their dispute. They lived 
together in the same house, and each had 
given birth to an infant three days apart. 
One night, one of the infants was acciden-
tally crushed to death by her mother, and 
one woman accused the other of switch-
ing infants in order to have a live baby. 
Each woman claimed that the live child is 
theirs and the deceased child was the oth-
er’s. King Solomon asks that a sword be 
brought and orders that the child be cut in 
half with each woman receiving one half. 
At this point, the mother of the living child 
exhorts the king to give the child to the 
other woman so that he may live, while the 
other woman says, “Let it be neither mine 
nor yours, divide!” The king ruled: “Give 
her the living child, and by no means slay 
him: she is his mother!” 
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on the Bar Mitzvah of their son

An End to 
Darkness

Typically, this week’s Torah portion, 
Parshat Miketz (Genesis 41:1-44:17), is read 
during Chanukah. This year is an excep-
tion. This Shabbat, we read Miketz on the 
day after Chanukah.

Since my early childhood, I’ve associated 
the day after Chanukah with sad feelings, 
feelings of loss. After all, for eight con-
secutive days, we celebrated with hallel 
v’hodaah, with praise and thanksgiving, 
with special foods and songs, and gifts.

We lit candles every night, culminating 
in the night before last when we lit eight 
candles. Then, suddenly, abruptly, we 
cease all celebration—no more candles!

I recall the first time I was conscious of 
these sad post-Chanukah emotions. I was 
five years old, old enough to have heard the 
Chanukah story and to have learned Cha-
nukah songs. My uncle Yossel, one of my 
father’s younger brothers, had just returned 
from serving in the United States Army 
during World War II. He returned with mil-
itary souvenirs, including helmets and flags. 

To me, he was more than just a war hero. He 
was the embodiment of Judah the Maccabee.

It was a special holiday for our family, 
and we celebrated accordingly. I had my 
own little menorah and still remember my 
mother’s words of caution as I lit the last 
candle on the eighth night.

But the next night, I felt deprived and 
experienced what I now realize was a 
sense of anti-climactic loss.

I remember another Chanukah, about 
ten years later, in my early teenage years. 
Earlier that year, just before Rosh Hasha-
nah, I had been contacted by a rabbi in 
another neighborhood, who was assem-
bling a small group of selected yeshiva 
high school students to join him in a spe-
cial “club for spiritual advancement.” That 
rabbi, now long gone, eventually became, 
and remains, quite famous and influential. 
I refer to the late Rabbi Avigdor Miller, 
whom I consider one of my first mentors.

There were about ten or twelve young 
boys in the group, and we would assemble 
in his synagogue, the Young Israel of Rugby 
in Brooklyn, once every three weeks. We 
would briefly study a classic work of Jew-
ish ethics, or mussar, and were given an 
assignment designed to foster our spiritual 
development. We returned three weeks 
later to report about our progress.

Several weeks before Chanukah, we 
were introduced to what is now referred 
to as “mindfulness meditation.” We were 
asked to spend some time in front of the lit 
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menorah, gazing at the candles and moni-
toring the thoughts that came to mind and 
the emotions we were feeling.

On the “ninth day,” we were to sit before 
the unlit menorah and again reflect upon 
our thoughts and feelings while sitting in 
utter darkness.

That experience made a lifelong impres-
sion upon me, and I well recall that cold 
winter evening, sitting in the darkness, and 
sobbing in sadness.

Fast forward some thirty years to Chanu-
kah 1984, when my wife’s late uncle came 
to visit the city of Baltimore, where we were 
his hosts. My wife’s uncle was a Hasidic 
Rebbe, the Modzitzer Rebbe, Rabbi Shmuel 
Eliyahu Taub, of blessed memory, who had 
settled in Israel before the Holocaust.

That Chanukah, he was visiting the 
United States and spent the seventh and 
eighth day of Chanukah in our home. 
There, throngs of local Jews came to con-
sult him and heard his inspiring words of 
Torah and charming melodies.

He departed on the morning of the 
“ninth day,” which was sad in itself.

Sadder, however, was the fact that soon 
after he returned to Israel, on the fourth 
day of Iyar, not long after Passover, he 
passed away. My wife and I were never to 
see him again.

And so, from a very personal perspec-
tive, you can understand the sadness that I 
associate with the day after Chanukah.

This year, however, the day after Cha-
nukah falls on a Shabbat, this Shabbat. 
This is a special blessing for me, and for 
all who feel somewhat let down after the 
Chanukah holiday. The Shabbat day thank-
fully dispels whatever sadness we might 
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otherwise be feeling.
Upon further reflection, it dawned upon 

me that it is not only the Shabbat itself that 
dispels the “darkness” that we feel post-Cha-
nukah. Rather, dispelling darkness is the 
very theme of this week’s Torah portion.

Last week’s parsha, Parshat Vayeshev, 
ended on a very dark note. Joseph was 
interred in a deep and dark dungeon. His 
desperate, and only, hope was that his once 
fellow prisoner, Pharaoh’s chief cupbearer, 
would remember his plea: “But think of me 
when all is well with you again, and do me the 
kindness of mentioning me to Pharaoh, so as 
to free me from this place.” (Genesis 40:14)

But the discouraging final verse of last 
week’s Torah reading still rings in our ears: 
“Yet the chief cupbearer did not think of 
Joseph; he forgot him!” (Ibid. verse 23)

This week, our parsha begins with the 
very next verse: “At the end, Miketz, of 
two years’ time, Pharaoh dreamed...” We 
gradually come to know the details of Pha-
raoh’s dreams. We become aware that they 
dramatically lead not only to Joseph’s free-
dom from the dungeon, but to his elevation 
to the position of viceroy, the second most 
powerful man in all of Egypt.

The word ketz means “the end.” Thus, 
the Midrash links our verse to the words of 
Job: “Ketz sum lachoshech, He sets an end 
to darkness; to every limit that man probes, 
to rocks in deepest darkness.” (Job 28:3) 

The Midrash continues, “The Almighty 
assigns limits to times of darkness,” to 
which the commentaries suggest that even 
times of darkness have a purpose. Thus, 
Joseph’s imprisonment, dark as it was, was 
the setting for his encounter with the royal 
cupbearer, which eventually led not only to 

his freedom but to his rise to power. We can 
begin to understand the purpose of dark-
ness only when the darkness is finally lifted.

I hasten to add that this lesson is intrin-
sic to the very procedure of Chanukah 
candle lighting. We follow the custom of 
the great Hillel. His custom was opposed 
to that of Shammai, whose school kindled 
eight lights on the first night of the holiday, 
and then kindled one less light each night 
until they were left with but one candle on 
the final night. With one candle left, there 
is nowhere to go except to zero. Hillel on 
the other hand began with but one candle 
and increased the number of candles each 
night until there were eight. He was, as 
the Talmud puts it, mosif v’holech, always 
increasing the number of candles, always 
increasing the amount of light.

His lesson is clear. When one encounters 
the darkness of the ninth day, he must con-
tinue to increase the amount of light. He 
must, figuratively of course, light a “ninth 
candle.” He dare not succumb to darkness 
or despair. He must continue on the path of 
mosif v’holech, constantly moving forward.

Ketz sum lachoshech. An end to dark-
ness. An apt prayer for our current cir-
cumstances. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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 A new year has begun - time to fix your furniture
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BAKA - stunning 3 story house on  
a quiet & pastoral cul-de-sac,  
very high-end designed, swimming-pool, 
large wrap around garden, parking

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM – 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd 
floor + elevator, renovated by architect, 
fireplace, air conditioning, very central, 
close to all amenities

2950000 NIS - MENDEL 052-8980111

In the heart of the MOSHAVA in a boutique 
building - New, 4 room apartment, 100m, 
3rd floor + elevator, Sukkah balcony, 
parking, suitable for disabled

4500000 NIS - MENDEL 052-8980111

ARNONA – 3 rooms that will be 
transformed into 90m., 3rd floor with 
elevator, store-room, parking
ONLY 2520000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488
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Sibling 
Rivalry

There has been massive debate in Anglo 
Jewry in the past few weeks1 as to whether 
we should take a unified stance in our sup-
port of the State of Israel or whether we 
should openly air our differences. It’s been 
a noisy debate, a shrill debate, but it’s the 
wrong debate, and it is deflecting us from 
the real issue.

The real issue, should we seek it, can be 
found in this week’s parsha. Listen to these 
words. They are among the most fateful 
and reverberating in all of Jewish history:

Joseph recognised his brothers, but they 
did not recognise him. Gen. 42:8

The Torah is a deep book. We make a 
great mistake if we think it can be under-
stood on one superficial level. On the sur-
face, the story is simple. Envious of him, 
Joseph’s brothers initially planned to kill 
him. Eventually they sell him into slav-
ery. He is taken to Egypt. There, through 
a series of vicissitudes, he rises to become 

1. It should be noted for context that this essay 
was written by Rabbi Sacks in November 2010.

Prime Minister, second only - in rank and 
power - to Pharaoh.

It is now many years later. His brothers 
have come to Egypt in search of food. They 
stand before Joseph, but he no longer looks 
like the young man they knew many years 
before. Then, he was a seventeen-year-old 
called Joseph. Now he is thirty-nine, an 
Egyptian ruler called Tzofenat Paneach, 
dressed in official robes with a gold chain 
around his neck. He speaks Egyptian and 
uses an interpreter to communicate with 
these visitors from the land of Canaan. No 
wonder they did not recognise him, though 
he recognised them.

But that is only the surface meaning. 
Deep down, the book of Bereishit is explor-
ing the most profound source of conflict in 
history. Freud thought the great symbol of 
conflict was Laius and Oedipus, the tension 
between fathers and sons. Bereishit thinks 
otherwise. The root of human conflict is 
sibling rivalry: Cain and Abel, Isaac and 
Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, and now Joseph 
and his brothers.

Joseph has the misfortune of being 
the youngest but one. He symbolises the 
Jewish condition. His brothers are older 
and stronger than he is. They resent his 
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Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

MEKOR HAIM 100 sqm 
with 3 bedrooms and 2 
full bathrooms, registered 
parking and sukka 
terrace. Shabbat elevator.
Price 3,650,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON, Moshava 
Bldg. 74 sqm, two beds, 
2 baths & 2 terraces. 3rd 
floor great views. Available 
immediately. 2 elevators, 
underground parking. 24/7 
doorman. 3,650,000 NIS

In BAKA, 236 sqm on two 
floors, plus 80 sqm of out-
door space, high ceilings, 
authentic Jerusalem build-
ing with modern addition. 
4 bedrooms plus office/ or 
sitting room. Master suite 
on entrance level.  
Parking and storage.

OLD KATAMON 300 sqm of 
living space and garden.  
11 rooms. Large dining room 
and large entertainment 
area. 5 bathrooms and 2 
balconies 

Available now at good 
price.  Call Eta.

In GERMAN COLONY,  
140 sqm on one floor, 2nd 
floor walk up, completely 
renovated. 4 bedrooms and 
2 full baths. Large sukka 
terrace. 7,100,000 NIS

presence. They see him as a troublemaker. 
The fact that their father loves him only 
makes them angrier and more resentful. 
They want to kill him. In the end they get 
rid of him in a way that allows them to feel 
a little less guilty. They concoct a story that 
they tell their father, and they settle down 
to life again. They can relax. There is no 
Joseph to disturb their peace anymore.

And now they are facing a stranger in a 
strange land, and it simply does not occur 
to them that this man may be Joseph. 
As far as they are concerned, there is no 
Joseph. They don’t recognise him now. 
They never did. They never recognised 
him as one of them, as their father’s child, 
as their brother with an identity of his own 
and a right to be himself. Joseph is the Jew-
ish people throughout history.

Joseph recognised his brothers, but they 
did not recognise him.

Judaism was the world’s first monothe-
ism, but it was not the last. Two others 
emerged claiming descent, literal or met-
aphorical, from Abraham, namely Christi-
anity, and Islam. It would be fair to call the 
relationship between the three Abrahamic 
monotheisms one of sibling rivalry. Far 
from being of mere antiquarian interest, 
the theme of Bereishit has been the leitmo-
tiv of the better part of the last two thou-
sand years, with the Jewish people cast in 
the role of Joseph.

There were times – early medieval Spain 
was one – when Joseph and his brothers 
lived together in relative harmony, ‘con-
vivencia’ as they called it. But there were 
also times – the blood libels, and the accu-
sations of poisoning wells or spreading 
the plague – when they sought to kill him. 
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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And others – the expulsions that took place 
throughout Europe (England in 1290, Spain 
in 1492 etc.) – when they simply wanted to 
get rid of him. Let him go and be a slave 
somewhere else, far from here.

Then came the Holocaust. And then 
came the State of Israel, the destination of 
the Jewish journey since the days of Abra-
ham, the homeland of the Jewish people 
since the days of Joshua. No nation on 
earth - with the possible exception of the 
Chinese - has had such a long association 
with a land.

The day the State was born (14 May 
1948) David Ben Gurion, its Prime Minister, 
sought peace with its neighbours, and Israel 
has not ceased seeking peace from then 
until now. But it has been an uphill battle.

This is no ordinary conflict. Israel’s oppo-
nents – Hamas in Gaza, Hizbollah in Leba-
non, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of 
Iran, are not engaged in a border dispute, 
these boundaries or those. They deny, as 
a matter of non-negotiable religious – not 
just political – principle, Israel’s right to 
exist within any boundaries whatsoever. 
There are today 56 Islamic states. But for 
Israel’s neighbours, a single Jewish state 
the size of Wales is one too many.

Joseph recognised his brothers, but they 
did not recognise him.

There is no State among the 192 mem-
ber nations of the United Nations whose 
very existence is called into question this 
way. And while we as Jews argue among 
ourselves as to this policy or that, as if 
this were remotely relevant to the issue 
of peace, we fail to focus on the real issue, 
which is: so long as Joseph’s brothers do 
not recognise his right to be, there can be 

no peace, merely a series of staging posts 
on the way to a war that will not end until 
there is no Jewish state at all.

Until the sibling rivalry is over, until the 
Jewish people wins the right to be, until 
people – including we ourselves – realise 
that the threat Israel faces is ultimate and 
total, until Iran, Hamas, and Hizbollah 
agree that Jews have a right to their land 
within any boundaries whatsoever, all 
other debate is mere distraction.
AROUND THE SHABBAT TABLE
1. What other impactful examples of 

sibling rivalry can you think of in 
Tanach?

2. Think of a time when you were not 
recognised or acknowledged for who 
you truly are. How did that make you 
feel, and what was the outcome?

3. What do you believe are some key 
steps towards achieving lasting peace 
and mutual recognition among dif-
fering nations and cultures? 
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Mental Health 
Support for 

Olim

Soldier 
Guidance and 

Support

Many lone soldiers & Olim 
children in the army face 
challenging bureaucratic 
issues related to the war. 
Sadly, at times, these include 
issues related to funeral 
planning or getting updated 
information about tragic 
situations. Yad L’Olim guides 
and assists them to navigate 
and resolve these challenges.

Helping 
Evacuated 

Families

"Thanks to 
 YAD L’OLIM! 

Thanks to you 
hundreds of combat 
soldiers have more 
strength to fight" 

Rav  
Yosef Rimon

Olim from the south and 
north have been evacuated 
from their homes. We 
are providing them with 
essential items such as 
clothing and diapers, as 
well as things to make the 
children happy such as toys 
and teddy bears.

The Olim community 
is in desperate need of 
mental health support 
during these challenging 
times. Yad L’Olim matches 
Olim with top mental 
health professionals who 
are providing free online 
therapy. 
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Recruiting 
Volunteers

YAD L’OLIM depends on 
private donors to provide 
its services. 

Please donate using this link: 
yadlolim.org/donation

ABOUT YAD L’OLIM
Former Knesset member Dov 
Lipman established Yad L’Olim 
in June 2021.

The organization helps Olim 
from around the world with 
navigating complex Israeli 
bureaucracy. It also serves as 
a voice for Olim and diaspora 
Jewry in the halls of the Israeli 
government.

To date, in 30 months, over 
35,000 Olim families from 
40 different countries have 
received assistance and 
guidance from the Yad L’Olim 
staff. The organization has also 
played an instrumental role in 
steering Knesset committees 
and improving government 
policy.

Yad L’Olim relies on 
private donations to 
provide its services. 

Please partner with us and make a tax 
deductible contribution using this link:  

www.yadlolim.org/donation  
or scan the code above.

SCAN TO 
DONATE

Helping IDF 
Soldiers

Lone soldiers and Olim soldiers 
from many units, especially elite 
combat units, reach out to us 
regularly with requests for new 
equipment and other necessary 
materials. We have helped them 
receive tens of thousands of items 
including tactical gear and winter 
clothing.

We are actively recruiting 
volunteers from Israel and 
around the world  to help 
Israel with: providing medical 
treatment, non-medical hospital 
support, and farming. We also 
partner with Sar-El for support 
work on army bases.

Emergency 
Aid for Israel

Government 
Advocacy

Thousands of suitcases and duffle 
bags filled with donations for 
soldiers and evacuated families 
were held up at Ben Gurion 
Airport customs. We met with 
the authorities and worked out a 
new system. Yad L’Olim itemizes 
and accepts responsibility for the 
deliveries and authorizes their 
passage through customs.

Numerous government relations 
issues related to Olim have arisen 
due to the war. These include 
policy changes to allow Olim to 
obtain gun permits and making 
sure Olim who are stuck out of 
the country don’t lose their rights. 
Yad L’Olim is at the forefront of 
advocating in the halls of the 
Knesset for these and other Aliyah 
issues. 
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can be viewed by 
visiting the OU Israel Video archive: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

“Ha’ikar chahser min hasefer” 
This expression, arguing that the essen-

tial idea that one proposed was unten-
able simply because the source for the 
approach was not to be found in the text. 
It is commonly found within Rabbinic liter-
ature when challenging an opinion based 
upon facts that are not found in the source 
itself. I thought of this expression when 
studying this week’s interesting - but rarely 
read - haftarah, one that is read only ten 
percent of the time.

Allow me to explain: Our haftarah for 
this Shabbat is taken from Sefer M’lachim 
A and tells the very well-known story 
of Shlomo adjudicating the case of two 
women, each of whom argued that she 
was the legitimate mother of the newborn 
child. The newly anointed king creates a 
“scenario” that successfully reveals the 
true mother, a plan that impresses the 
nation with the wisdom of young regent 
and realizing the divine promise that 
Shlomo would be wiser than all who pre-
ceded or followed him.

So why was I reminded of the expression 
that the essential theme is missing from 
this haftarah?

Most people who study the haftarah read-
ing adopt the approach that its connection 
to the parasha is found in the first four 
words: “VaYikatz Shlomo, v’hinneh cha-
lom” (“Shlomo awoke and behold! - it had 
been a dream”), echoing almost the exact 

words that the Torah uses in our parasha: 
“VaYikatz Par’oh, v’hinneh chalom” (Par’oh 
awoke and behold! - it had been a dream”) - 
(and, no, it is not because the opening word 
“VaYikatz” reflects the parasha’s opening 
word “Miketz” - they are different words). 
But it is doubtful that Chazal would base 
their choice of haftarot simply upon the 
fact that both kings had dreams AND they 
woke up. Nor would Pharaoh’s dreams be 
the “inspiration” of Chazal’s choice of this 
haftarah – despite that they were focus of 
the first Aliyah – because Shlomo’s dream 
was not included in the haftarah. In fact, 
we are might be surprised as to WHY the 
ancient scholars consciously omitted the 
dream itself and began the haftarah in the 
middle of the perek, with Shlomo’s awak-
ening from his dream!!! 

And so, the dreams – both of Par’oh and 
Shlomo – could not have been the focus of 
Chazal in their selection of this reading. 
After all, if that were their goal, “Ha’ikar 
chahser min hasefer”, the essential idea 
(Solomon’s dream) is missing!

And, indeed, the dreams were NOT the 
common theme that our ancients saw 
in these two stories. Nor was Par’oh’s 
dreams of any significance in the seeing 
a link between parasha and haftarah. 
Rather, our Rabbis considered the com-
mon message of the two sources to be one 
that would resound throughout the gener-
ations: G-d will always keep His promises! 
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

Call to check

Our teens need us
now more than ever

Make your year-end tax deductible gift to NCSY Israel

israel.ncsy.org/donate

promised redemption?
And do we not anticipate our concord 

with the haftarah each week in order to 
uncover what other promises of Hashem 
of which we may have been unaware, have 
indeed been actualized?

I know that I do! 

The haftarah clearly carries that mes-
sage as Hashem fulfilled His promise to 
Shlomo, the promise He had given to the 
new King in the dream that preceded the 
haftarah. And G-d also kept His promise 
in Parashat Miketz –NOT the prediction 
hidden in the dreams of Par’oh of years 
of abundance and of scarcity, but the 
promise found in the dreams of Yosef, of 
his rise to power and seeing his brothers 
kneeling before him. It was this message 
that Chazal saw significant enough to eter-
nalize for future generations.

And, truthfully, do we not daily recog-
nize the fulfillment of the words of the 
nevi’im, the words that Hashem’s spoke 
centuries ago? 

Do we not see, with the return of Israel 
to her homeland, the realization of G-d’s 
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Yosef and Mordechai 
Compared and Contrasted

ן אתָֹהּ עַל־יַד  תֵּ עְתּוֹ מֵעַל יָדוֹ וַיִּ רְעהֹ אֶת־טַבַּ סַר פַּ וַיָּ
עַל־ הָב  הַזָּ רְבִד  ם  ש�ֶ וַיָּ שׁ  גְדֵי־שֵׁ בִּ אתֹוֹ  שׁ  לְבֵּ וַיַּ יוֹסֵף 

ארוֹ: )בראשית מא:מב( צַוָּ
And Pharaoh removed his ring from his 

hand and placed it on Yoseph’s hand, and he 
attired him [with] raiment of fine linen, and 
he placed the golden chain around his neck. 
(Bereshit 41: 42).

Often Parshat Mikeitz and Hanuka coin-
cide, yet there seems to be a similarity 
between Mikeitz and Purim as well. After 
Pharaoh is satisfied with Yosef’s interpreta-
tion of his dream, Pharaoh appoints Yosef as 
his second in command. Pharaoh gives Yosef 
his ring and dresses Yosef in royal garments. 
A similar depiction is described in connec-
tion with Mordechai in Megillat Esther. 
וְאֶת־ בוּשׁ  אֶת־הַלְּ קַח  מַהֵר  לְהָמָן  לֶךְְ  הַמֶּ וַיאֹּמֶר 
הוּדִי…  הַיְּ כַַי  לְמָרְדֳּ ה־כֵַן  וַעֲש�ֵ בּרְתָּ  דִּ ר  אֲשֶׁ כַּֽ הַסּוּס 

)מגילת אסתר ו:י(
And the king said to Haman, “Hurry, take 

the (royal) attire and the horse as you have 
spoken and do so to Mordecai the Jew…. 
(Megillat Esther 6:10). 

There are several similarities between 
Yosef and Mordechai. Both were elevated 
in stature from jail or a death sentence 
to becoming close confidants of the king. 
Both were dressed in royal garb. Both were 
granted the king’s ring which entitled them 

to make decisions on behalf of the govern-
ment. Yet, the honor Yosef received from 
Pharaoh was far greater than the honor 
Mordechai received from Achashverosh. 
When Mordechai was dressed in the king’s 
robe and carried on the king’s chariot, it 
was all accomplished through a messenger, 
Haman. When Yosef is granted these hon-
ors, it appears that Pharaoh himself per-
formed the honorable tasks as it is stated: 
 .וילבש, וירכַב

In addition, in connection with Mordechai 
it is stated ”ביקרו חפץ   that the king - “המלךְ 
wishes to honor you. Whereby, by Yosef it 
states: בלעדךְ לא ירים איש את ידו ואת רגלו - “and 
without your approval, no one may lift his 
hand or his foot in the entire land of Egypt.” 
Yosef is not just granted honor, but power. 
Why is Yosef granted greater respect than 
Mordechai? 

In Hegyona Shel Torah, Rav Firer offers 
three reasons. 
SAVING THE KING VS SAVING THE KINGDOM 

First, Mordechai is credited with saving 
the king’s life, but Yosef is credited with 
saving the entire kingdom. Mordechai 
revealed a plot to kill the king and it later 
enabled him to save the Jewish people. 
Yosef devised a plan to save not only the 
king, but the entire country from a famine. 
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This is a much greater feat, and therefore 
deserving of a greater honor. 
YOSEF’S HONOR REFLECTED ON PHARAOH 

Second, honoring Yosef is essentially 
paying tribute to Pharoah as well. Yosef 
interpreted Pharoah’s dreams, revealing a 
prophecy of an upcoming famine. When 
people honor Yosef for his ability to inter-
pret dreams, they are also recognizing that 
a prophecy was revealed to Pharoah and 
that is why the people were saved from a 
famine. There is a direct link between the 
two. In contrast, honoring Mordechai has 
no direct impact on Achashverosh. 

In fact Pharaoh renamed Yosef צפנת פענח 
– which Rashi interprets as מפרש צפונות - a 
sort of fortune teller. This pseudonym publi-
cizes Yosef’s gift of interpreting dreams and 
that relates directly to the fact that Pharaoh 
had a dream that was a prophecy. 
WHEN JEWS ARE IN ISRAEL, JEWS WORLD-
WIDE ARE INFUSED WITH HONOR 

Third, Mordechai lived in exile and 
at the time, Israel was not under Jewish 
control. In contrast, although Yosef was 
also in exile, all other Jews (his father and 
brothers) lived in Israel. When Jews live in 
Israel, Jews living abroad can attain even 
greater honor. Having a state provides 
Jews all over the world with a sense of 
pride and security. 

With the recent rise in antisemitism 
worldwide, we can be comforted that, 
notwithstanding the challenges we face, 
we live in a time when we have our own 
homeland. The State of Israel enhances 
Jewish pride – in a manner that resembles 
the honor Yosef was afforded. May we 
stand proud wherever we may be, know-
ing Israel is our home. “Am Yisrael Chai”! 

Most Exquisite Properties  
& New Projects in Jerusalem!

02-6744000   0544804767 
King David St. 26

www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
deborah.realestatejerusalem.co.il

FOR RENT!! Luxurious 200m 
penthouse in a small lane of 
Baka, 5 rooms, private elevator, 
3.5 bathrooms, views of 
Jerusalem, large terraces. 
JULIA 054-7007436
New 180m penthouse on one 
level in Baka for sale -  
5 rooms, large succah terrace, 
additional 40m separate unit, 
Shabbat elevator, parking. 
DEBORAH 054-4804767
In Old Katamon -  
Great investment and pied  
a terre apartment - 3 rooms, 
70m with private garden in use.  
MAYA 054-6650184 
Unique luxurious 450m 
Penthouse with private pool 
in Talbieh - New boutique 
Residence, high ceilings, several 
large terraces private roof, 
magnificent views of Jerusalem. 
FOR SERIOUS BUYERS ONLY 
DEBORAH 054-4804767
In Lev Rechavia Residence 
with pool, doorman 24/7, gym, 
unique 180m on one level facing 
the park, succah balcony, very 
bright. MAYA 054-6650184 
New boutique luxurious 
building on Ben Maimon 
- Rechavia 0nly 3 large 
apartments for sale from  
200m to 350m, succah 
terraces, style, high end!  
DEBORAH 054-4804767

Rare new development in  
the best German Colony  
Last 200m penthouse, 140m 
garden apartments, and 3-4 
rooms apartments, Ready in  
3 years. MAYA 054-6650184

In a luxurious residence in 
Talbieh with security 24/7,  
100m model apartment,  
3 rooms, 15m succah  
terrace, parking, storage.  
JULIA 054-7007436

In a small lane of  
the German Colony -  
Unique Authentic house  
of 700m built on a huge 
plot of 1,200m - perfect for 
making an apartment  
building or a tremendous 
private house - Potential to 
build up to 2,000m.  
DEBORAH 054-4804767

Charming unique  
small private house on  
a small alley of Baka -  
250m built at top standard, 
private pool, beautiful garden 
and deck, 6 bedrooms,  
very attractive price!  

BEST INVESTMENT - 
PRESALE new development 
close to Baka - 2,3,4 and  
5 rooms, terraces, gardens, 
private parking, ready  
in 3 years, great terms  
of payment!
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Remarkable 
Recognition

In a poignant moment, the sons of Yaa-
kov arrive before the viceroy of Egypt. 
They prostrate themselves in deference to 
him, and the Torah tells us that the vice-
roy, Yosef Hatzadik, recognizes them as 
his brothers, but they don’t recognize him. 
Rashi explains how this was possible, Yosef 
had grown a beard and looked different 
than what they remembered. Granted at 
that first meeting they did not recognize 
him, however, as the story unfolds, they 
never suspect it is Yosef! The Torah relates 
identifying details; Yosef Hatzadik ate sep-
arately from the Egyptians and he seated 
the brothers in age order. How is it that 
they were unable to see that he was their 
long-lost brother?

Rav Moshe Evgi in Chachmat Hamatzpun 
quotes a fundamental principle offered by 
the Kovetz Inyanim that gives insight into 
understanding the story. One must realize 
that whatever he sees or experiences is fil-
tered with the message that Hashem wants 
him to determine. Hashem ‘blinded’ the 
brothers’ eyes so they could not conceive 
that they were seeing Yosef Hatzadik even 
though there were so many facts pointing 
to that conclusion. We are mistaken to 
think that we are in control of even the 

way we understand the circumstances 
we find ourselves in. Hashem is in control 
of everything, we can choose only how 
we respond. We must realize how every 
moment in our lives is dictated from Above 
and operate from this consciousness.

We find a different approach in Infinity 
of Torah by Rabbi Yochanan Zweig. He 
asks a more compelling question; why 
didn’t the brothers recognize Yosef Hatza-
dik’s voice? His answer tells us something 
profound about human nature. To the 
brothers, the person standing before them 
in Egypt was radically different from the 
mental image they had of their brother 
from Canaan. They remembered Yosef 
as a presumptuous young lad who was a 
dreamer. Now they were confronted by 
a royal figure with regal bearings, this 
couldn’t possibly be their brother! They 
were simply unable to shift the perspective 
so embedded in their minds. Rabbi Zweig 
explains that we fall into this same trap as 
well. We may meet a person and form an 
unfavorable first impression. Even if we 
later come across information to the con-
trary, we find it difficult to change our ini-
tial attitude. The blessing we say at a bris, 
“may this young one become big” is thus 
a directive to the parents: look beyond the 
immaturity of this child as he grows. Focus 
instead on his inherent greatness, do not 
limit his potential with a narrow perspec-
tive. Then he will have a chance of truly 
becoming big. 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 35

בס״ד

deserves to feel
safe at home

in their relationship!

EveryoneEveryone

Shalom Task Force Hotline:
Tel/Message/Whatsapp
888-883-2323
www.shalomtaskforce.org

Bat Melech Hotline:
1-800-292-333
972-2-6338927
www.batmelech.org

av
iv

a 
co

he
n

DOROT - The OU Women's 
Intergenerational Choir
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052-384-7230

Monday Evenings 7:00-9:00pm
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With a Kiss
As the Rav of Brisk and later in the holy 

city of Yerushalayim, Rav Yehoshua Leib 
Diskin, known as the “Maharil”, zt’l, was 
known as a fiery gaon in Torah and man of 
great chesed. In 1881, after years of foster-
ing needy children, and in the face of great 
suffering and poverty, the Maharil and his 
family opened an orphanage in the Old City.

When his son, Rav Yitchak Yeruchem 
assumed leadership of the orphanage 
there was a group of young orphan girls 
there, who for a short period had been 
lovingly cared for in Rav Yitzchak and 
the Rebbetzin’s own home. Rav Yitzchak 
Yeruchem noticed that every night one of 
the little girls would cry after her bath and 
asked his wife what the reason might be. 
“Maybe she is cold?” the Rav gently sug-
gested. Pausing to consider, the Rebbetzin 
replied, “I’m not sure; I do wrap her well as 
soon as she is out of the water...” “Perhaps 
the soap irritates her eyes?” guessed the 
Rav. “I don’t think so, I am very careful to 
not get soap in her eyes when washing her 
face and hair….”

That evening, while tucking the children 
in and saying the Shema with them, Rav 
Yitzchak Yeruchem sat down next to the 
girl’s bed. Softly, he asked her, “Darling child, 
is there something that makes you uncom-
fortable or upsets you after your bath? Is 

there something that we can do better?”
With sadness in her eyes, the child 

assured the Rav that she felt loved and was 
well taken care of. “And on the contrary!” 
she said, “the Rebbetzin is so kind and gen-
tle, and washes me even better than my 
mother used to.” Her voice trembling, she 
continued, “But after taking me out and 
wrapping me in a towel, my mother would 
always kiss me on the head... And it is her 
kiss that I miss so much.”

Throughout the special days of Chanukah, 
much of our attention has been focused 
on the miraculous events surrounding 
the pach shemen, the lone flask of pure oil 
found in the Mikdash that burned for eight 
days and nights. Who is not moved by the 
powerful, soul stirring imagery of a little bit 
of oil lighting up the darkness of exile. Our 
Sages state clearly that this miracle is the 
core reason and foundation of these won-
drous days of hoda’ah and hallel, the cele-
bration of Chag Urim, the Festival of Lights. 
(Gemara Shabbos, 21b).

Perhaps a bit lost in the shuffle is the 
other core reason for Chanukah: the brave 
Maccabean revolt and the astounding 
military victory of a handful of yeshivah 
students and kohanim over the mighty 
Greeks. While in our liturgy we do mention 
the “deliverance of the many into the hands 
of the few”, many commentators have 
addressed the frequent seeming omission, 
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Call now: 077-9973185

עם ישראל חי!

in our thought and commemoration, of the 
miracle of our physical survival, and our 
strong emphasis on the victory of the spirit. 

Rav Chaim Shmulevitz, zt’l, Rosh Yeshi-
vas Mir and author of Sichos Mussar 
develops this question and expounds on 
the different categories of miracles and the 
underlying message they represent. The 
Maccabean military victory was a mira-
cle of necessity: to ensure our survival in 
face of threat and existential harm. The 
Ribbono shel Olam had a ‘duty’ to save 
us from physical annihilation. However, 
the nes pach shemen, the miracle of the 
oil, is of a completely different nature. 
The Menorah had not been lit in the Bais 
haMikdash for some time, and Halacha 
explicitly states that בציבור הותרה   ,טומאה 
impure oil would have been acceptable to 
be used under those circumstances. Any 
oil would have fulfilled the requirements, 
and our reconsecration of the Temple 
would still have been a cause for celebra-
tion and joy. Therefore, beyond ensuring 
our basic need of survival, the miracle of 
our finding shemen zayit zach, pure oil that 
lasted eight nights, was like a kiss from our 
loving Father in Heaven, an expression of 
love and connection above and beyond all 
concepts of ‘duty’.

Rav Shmuel Silber, shlit’a, the inspiring 
Mara d’Asra of Yeshivas Toras Chaim of 
Suburban Baltimore, extends this concept 
further, and draws out a powerful message 
relevant to our current parshios:

When Yosef is betrayed by his brothers 
and eventually sold to a caravan of Yish-
maelim, the Torah points out, with seem-
ingly extraneous detail, who these mer-
chants were: “...a caravan of Yishmaelim 

coming from Gilead, their camels bearing 
gum, balm, and ladanum to be taken to 
Egypt (Bereishis, 37:25).

Rashi explains the lesson in detailing the 
merchandise: להודיע מתן שכַרן של צדיקים, “It 
is to teach us the reward of the righteous.” 
Generally, these types of caravans carried 
naphtha and tar, which were foul-smelling. 
Through His hashgacha pratis, a small ‘mir-
acle’ was arranged by God for the benefit of 
Yosef so he would not suffer additional dis-
comfort from noxious fumes. 

Rav Zeidel Epstein, zt’l, the sagacious 
Mashgiach Ruchani of Torah Ohr, pointed 
out that while Yosef was made to suffer 
terribly, and being surrounded by sweet 
smelling herbs and spices certainly did 
not make everything ‘all better’. Rather, 
the fragrance was an expression of Divine 
love, akin to a ‘kiss’ from Hashem, a sign 
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to Yosef that he was not alone.
The first three letters of the name of 

Chanukah’s holy protagonist, Matisyahu 
Kohen Gadol, מתת, mean “gift”. The second 
half of his name is formed by three letters 
that spell one of Hashem’s names, י-ה-ו. 
Therefore, explains Rebbe Tzvi Elimelech 
of Dinov, the Bnei Yissaschar, even the 
name of Matisyahu was a sign to us: “a gift 
from Hashem”...

May Chanukah draw to a close with a 
resounding and miraculous military victory 
and revealed good. May we be blessed to 
receive a great gift of salvation from the Rib-
bono Shel Olam…A gift sealed with a kiss. 

Hachnassat Kalla - YAD GITTEL
Get your trousseau (nedunya) 

at COST PRICE
For more details call 0523882751  

or Sonia 0528066664
yadgitteltrudy@gmail.com

Religious woman health  
care professional looking  

for volunteer position to cook 
healthy and keep company  

a woman  in Jerusalem.  
In exchange for room and board. 

References available
Esther Chana Shalom:  

053-410-6985
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Parshat Mikeitz revolves around the 
ascent of Yosef to the position of chief advi-
sor to Pharaoh, his brothers appearing 
before him, and Yosef orchestrating that 
the brothers will return to bring his young-
est brother Binyamin to Egypt as well. 
When the brothers return together with 
Binyamin, The Torah tells us that Yosef had 
a feast prepared for him and his brothers.
אַת  רֶב מַש�ְ נָיו אֲלֵהֶם וַתֵּ אתֹ מֵאֵת פָּ א מַש�ְ ָ ש�ּ )לד( וַיִּ
רוּ עִמּוֹ׃ כְַּ שְׁ תּוּ וַיִּ שְׁ ם חָמֵשׁ יָדוֹת וַיִּ לָּ אתֹ כַֻּ ש�ְ נְיָמִן מִמַּ בִּ

Portions were served from his table; but 
Binyamin’s portion was several times that of 
anyone else. And they drank their fill with him.

Rashi, offers an interesting insight on our 
verse:
תָה יַיִן,  תוּ יַיִן וְלאֹ הוּא שָׁ כַָרוּהוּ לאֹ שָׁ מְּ  וּמִיוֹּם שֶׁ

תוּ וְאוֹתוֹ הַיוֹּם שָׁ
 From the day they sold him they had not 

drunk wine nor had he(Yosef) drunk wine. 
That day, however, they drank wine.

What is the significance to the brothers 
and Yosef all having refrained from drink-
ing wine for the many years since Yosef 
had been sold into slavery, and why now, 
were they all drinking wine? Yosef indeed 
recognized his brothers, yet his brothers 
clearly did not recognize Yosef, so why now 
after all these years did they suddenly each 
feel comfortable to drink wine?

The Yismach Yisrael, the Rebbe of Alek-
sander zy’a, suggests that Yosef may have con-
sumed the wine because he recognized his 
brothers, but since the brothers clearly did not 
recognize Yosef , how are we to interpret this 

sudden change in long standing behavior?
The Rebbe suggests that since that tragic 

moment years before, when the brothers 
sold Yosef as a result of their envy and 
jealousy toward him, they had struggled 
to remove the character trait of envy from 
their hearts. As they sat at this seuda, they 
witnessed as Binyamin was served a por-
tion five times the portion served to each 
of them, and despite this fact, they were 
not jealous or angry, but were simply 
appreciative of the portion that each one 
of them had received. Realizing they had 
finally managed to overcome this charac-
ter trait of envy, they finally were able to 
let go of some of the guilt and angst they 
had been holding onto for so many years, 
and allowed themselves to enjoy the wine 
that was served to them as well.

Similarly Rebbe Noach of Makarov, zy’a, 
one of the disciples of the Chozeh MiLublin, 
zy’a, taught that this episode serves as an 
important practical message for each of us 
regarding the damage and harm, that results 
from jealousy and unhealthy rivalry, espe-
cially amongst siblings. 

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us heed these 
powerful teachings from these two great 
Chasidic Masters, and may we merit to rid 
our hearts of any envy or jealousy that all 
too often serves as an impediment to Avodat 
Hashem, happiness and spiritual growth. 
Now more than ever, we need to work on cal-
ibrating our moral compass to see the good in 
one another and to love one another. 
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Business Dev. DirectorBusiness Dev. Director

Project ManagerProject Manager

Healthcare RecruitersHealthcare Recruiters

bit.ly/convergencecareers

Open Positions:

Full training provided!

Jerusalem

Large 2 bedrooms, 90 sqm
2 Full bath, Central A/C + heat
Nice sized balcony (12 sqm)

Shabbat elevator 
Private parking & storage

Available: 10/02/24
Partially Furnished

3,590,000 / 7,900 NIS per month

3 & 4 bedrooms 
Penthouses & Mini-Penthouses

Great payment terms
Up to 5% down payment 

95% at occupancy 
High end specs

Stating from 30,000NIS/sqm

New Exclusivity
In Meshkenot Ha’oma

Most Recent Listings in Jerusalem

Yitzchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

FOR RENT: Great Garden
Apartment in the Heart

of Old Katamon
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

Large storage
Next to:

• The famous Shtiblach
• San-Simon park

Available: Immediately
11,000 NIS per month

New Luxurious Project
in ‘Mordot Arnona’

For Sale/Rent 

For Rent

New Exclusivity
in Rasco

Large 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths 
112 sqm + inclosed balcony 

View
Full of light & air

Right around the corner from the
famous Shtiblach
Full of potential!

3,490,000 NIS

Reduced Price!

רפואה שלמה
Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

Chana bat Bruriah
Benzion Simcha Mendel Ben Chana Rachel

Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel

Leah Naomi bat Tova
Pesach ben Sarah Frieda

אברהם יהושע בן פרל באהדנא
לב אייזיק בן אולגה
יהונתן בן מחלה

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

 Strange 
Alliances  
of Hate

In the 83rd perek of Tehillim Dovid 
Hamelech voices his fear of an alliance of 
nations conspiring to annihilate his nation: 
“they plot and threaten to extinguish any 
trace of the Jewish people” 
אמרו לכַו ונכַחידם מגוי ולא יזכַר שם ישראל עוד

Sadly, these sickening threats have 
echoed over the past 3000 years, and more 
recently, during the past two months. 

Dovid Hamelech’s anxiety is magnified 
because these verbal attacks are hurled by 
a consortium of at least 11 enemies:
בָל  גְּ וְהַגְרִים:  מוֹאָב  מְעֵאלִים  וְיִשְׁ אֱדוֹם  אָהֳלֵי 
וּר נִלְוָה  ם־אַשּׁ בֵי צוֹר: גַּ ת עִם־ישְֹׁ ל֗שֶׁ וְעַמּוֹן וַעֲמָלֵק פְּ

ם הָיוּ זְרוֹעַ לִבְנֵי־לוֹט סֽלָה: עִמָּ
This coalition of violence includes 

nations who share little common interest 
such as Ashur and Amon. Shockingly, 
this registry of murderers even includes 
sworn enemies. Even Edom and Yishma’el 
who are perpetual rivals, collude together 
against Jewish survival. 

Though Dovid Hamelech probably ref-
erences the wars of Yehoshafat which 
occurred toward the end of the first Mik-
dash, his ominous description of an alliance 
of genocidal enemies foreshadows Jewish 

history. From the very onset, we witnessed 
hated enemies laying aside their mutual dis-
like to form unions against our nation and 
in defiance of our rights to Israel. 
BILAM: CONSPIRATOR FOR HIRE 

Pharo effectively launched the history of 
antisemitism. In describing his search for 
a clever solution for the Jewish problem 
Pharo announced 

 הבה נתחכַמה לו
Commenting upon the term הבה - which 

generally connotes coordination between 
multiple people- the midrash details a sum-
mit meeting convened by Pharo to address 
the growing Jewish menace. Among those 
who attended this summit were Yitro, a 
Midianite priest, Bilam, a prophet for hire, 
and Iyov, a cryptic Biblical figure. There 
is no plausible reason for Midianite emis-
saries to crash a conference addressing an 
“internal” Egyptian issue. Yet, any confer-
ence promoting hatred of Jews is bound 
to draw from a wide audience, including 
enemies of the hosts themselves. 

Of course, this was not the only antisemitic 
conspiracy Bilam participated in. Two hun-
dred years later, as our people approached 
the Land promised by Hashem, standing at 
the doorstep of destiny, Bilam was drafted 
by Balak, king of Moav, to lay a supernatural 
spell upon the people of Hashem. Moav and 
Midyan, from where Bilam hailed, were 
natural adversaries who quickly put aside 
their mutual dislikes to launch a united front 
and assault Jewish history. Evidently, there 
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will surge toward its redemptive terminus. 
Redemptive history will conclude much in 
the same fashion that it began: antisemitic 
coalitions composed of unlikely partners, 
will be defeated in their attempt to destroy 
the people of Hashem. 

Obviously, it is impossible to graph the 
Gog U’Magog timeline. Past attempts to 
tag Gog U’Magog to major calamities such 
as the two world wars of the 20th century 
and the Holocaust often raised Messianic 
expectations which boomeranged when 
they weren’t immediately fulfilled. Though 
we avoid attempts to decipher the Gog 
U’Magog puzzle, the basic outline of the 
story reminds us that, at the tail end of 
history we will continue to battle against 
strange coalitions of hatred, just as we 
have throughout our history. 
FUNDAMENTALISTS AND MORAL ATHEISTS

History is veering toward its endpoint and, 
once again, we face unlikely unions of hatred. 
The modern antisemitic partnership seeking 
our destruction combines Islamic Fundamen-
talist murderers who celebrate blood and 
death alongside hyper-liberal college students 
who foolishly buy whatever ridiculous woke 
narrative they are fed. These partners of mur-
der and hate couldn’t be more different. One 

is something primordial about antisemitism 
which bonds natural enemies into alliances 
of hate. It happened before and it would hap-
pen again.
AMALEK AND PERSIA 

Centuries later, toward the end of our 
first galus, we launched our return to Israel 
and laid new foundations to the Mikdash. A 
new murderous coalition arose attempting 
to thwart Jewish redemption. Haman, a 
descendant of Amalek, and Achashverosh, a 
Persian monarch formed a homicidal union 
seeking Jewish genocide.

שבכַל דור ודור עומדים עלינו לכַלותינו
In every generation they rise up against 

us. In some generations they rise up against 
us in strangely bizarre alliances. As Dovid 
Hamelech predicted, Jewish history is rid-
dled with bizarre coalitions forged in hate 
and genocidal conspiracies. As Yechezkeil 
prophesied, it also ends that way. 
GOG U’MAGOG

The details of the wars of Gog and Magog 
are shrouded in mystery. Concerned that 
we would be distracted by Messianic fan-
tasies, the Rambam famously discouraged 
detailed inquiry into these wars. Without 
delving into the obscure specifics of these 
wars and given the impossibility of accu-
rately identifying Gog and Magog, one 
thing is patently clear: the battles will be 
launched by a king (Gog), who rallies the 
armies of Magog and is joined by mili-
tias from at least six other nations. These 
heavily armed legions will march upon 
Yerushalayim aiming to evict us from our 
Homeland. By roundly defeating this con-
federation of armies, Hashem will firmly 
establish His name and His presence in 
human consciousness. At this point, history 
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group speaks of a god who craves blood and 
revenge while believing that they alone pos-
sess a monopoly on truth. Non-believers are 
all infidels slated for elimination. The other 
faction of this antisemitic confederacy barely 
believes in any Higher Being but does believe 
in the god of moral relativism. This god has 
instructed them that absolute truth and 
objective morality are merely fictions. Truth 
and morality are social constructs which are 
completely based upon “context”. Just ask the 
high priests of moral relativism who happen 
to preside over Ivy league colleges in the US!

The most absurd aspect of this strange 
union is the irony that Islamic murder-
ers would probably behead many of the 
LGBTQ supporters of Hamas. Once again, 
we face an axis of murder comprising 
natural enemies so drunk with hatred of 
Jews that they completely ignore their own 
internal differences. 

This absurd phenomenon is indigenous 
to Jewish history and says a lot about the 
nature of antisemitism. 
ANTISEMITISM HOVERS ABOVE HISTORY

Firstly, it is proof that antisemitism is 
larger than any single factor or reason. 
Numerous theories have been offered to 
explain the scourge of antisemitism. Jew 
hatred has been traced to economic, geopo-
litical, prejudicial, cultural, racial, and histor-
ical factors. Though these theories all contain 
partial truth, none of them can account for 
the recurring phenomenon whereby sworn 
enemies unite against our people. Antisemi-
tism must be larger than rational theories. 

We are the people chosen by Hashem to 
call humanity to higher moral and religious 
ground. We play the role of perennial whis-
tleblower, and no one likes a whistleblower. 

As the conscience of humanity, we are 
hated because we constantly call humanity 
to higher ground. Obviously, the average 
antisemite would not articulate this as the 
root of his Jew loathing, but this factor lies 
at the heart of human subconsciousness. 
At the dawn of Jewish history Avraham 
was informed that, as part of his historical 
mission he was fated to be a stranger and to 
face hostility. Antisemitism is baked into the 
fabric of history, and it will only fully end 
when history itself ends. 

Secondly, the recurring nature of “cooper-
ative antisemitism” proves that, ultimately, 
those who hate us are, in reality, struggling 
against the presence of Hashem in our world. 
Rebellion against Hashem is the only force 
strong enough to unite natural enemies. It is 
the only force strong enough to unite Sunnis 
and Shiites in their battle for Yerushalayim. It 
is the only force strong enough to unite Nazis 
and Communists. Those who battle against 
Hashem are irrepressibly drawn to battle 
against His people. Were they able to scale 
heaven, the Midrash claims, they would wage 
war in heaven. Unable to ascend to heaven 
they pour their wrath against Hashem’s chil-
dren on this earth. 

For the enemies of Hashem, the desire 
to deny His presence is so powerful that 
it mutes any other factor or rivalry. To 
serve this criminal agenda the enemies of 
Hashem are willing to join any league and 
to ally with hated foes. Any other agenda 
pales in comparison to their desire to drive 
Hashem, chas v’shalom, from this world. 
Antisemitism isn’t just the oldest hatred. 
Our War is His War. Our Redemption is 
His Redemption. Nothing else explains 
antisemitism. Not Now, not Ever. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

Passing on 
Our Memories

Our Sages tell us that we were redeemed 
from Egypt on the merit of the righteous 
women. The men in Egypt were enslaved, 
both physically and mentally; their morale 
was extremely low, as it seemed that there 
was no hope and no prospect of ever leav-
ing Egypt. In addition, Paro had given the 
midwife's explicit instructions to kill all the 
male children, and, when they disobeyed 
his orders, he simply commanded his ser-
vants and soldiers to go and find Jewish 
male babies and kill them.

Jewish men were distraught, asking 
themselves whether it was even worth it 
to continue having children, who would 
inevitably die at the hands of their cruel 
Egyptian masters. They separated from 
their wives, stopped having children, and 
waited for the fateful demise of the Jewish 

people. Had the men had their way this 
would be the end of the children of Israel, 
who would have perished before we could 
become an independent nation.

But the women had a different attitude; 
they were not willing to surrender to the 
evil decree, they refused to succumb to the 
sadistic ruler of Egypt. They enticed their 
husbands and continued to give birth to 
boys and girls. Many were killed and some 
were able to get away, but the Jewish peo-
ple as a whole survived, due to the tenacity 
and determination of Jewish women.

While the Midrashic story highlights the 
achievements and unswerving faith of our 
incredible Jewish women, it also empha-
sizes that the future of the Jewish people is 
dependent on the birth of Jewish children. 
Without babies being born the Jewish peo-
ple cannot survive.

This is the reason why Seder night is 
centered on children, and on passing the 
tradition from one generation to the next. 
The Torah instructs us "and you shall tell 

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים
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3 STRAUSS STREET, JERUSALEM  |  PHONE 02-380-3060  |  OFFICE@JTC.ORG.IL

Come in. 
Let’s talk.
The Jerusalem  
Therapy Center  
Now Open

Quality and affordable care given  
by compassionate and  
knowledgeable therapists.

Mental health therapy especially  
designed for English-speaking  
adults, including gap-year students,  
new olim and lone soldiers.
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HAFTORAHHAFTORAH
HAFTORAH INSIGHTSHAFTORAH INSIGHTS
BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

DISARM UNRWA NOW
At a time of war, US demands empowerment of  

Unrwa, which allocates 58% of its $1.6 billion budget 
to fund schools that indoctrinate population to war, 

by means of the "right of return by force of arms".
Sponsor presentations of  UNRWA HAMAS collusion  

for the Knesset, the US Congress and all UNRWA donor 
Order the book - "UNRWA: RoadBlock to Peace" 

$28 in any currency:  
https://israelbehindthenews.com/donations/

Sponsor lectures - in person or on zoom -  
reflecting 36 years of hands - on investigations and 

movies of UNRWA - conducted on location

dbedein@IsraelBehindTHeNews.com

Dreams and 
Destiny  

MELACHIM ALEPH 3:15-4:1 
״חלום חלמתי ואיני יודע מה הוא.״

“I have dreamed a dream and I do not 
know what it means.” These words are 
part of the paragraph we recite in the 
Diaspora between the phrases of Birkat 
Kohanim. Generally these words are 
understood as a plea of Hashem to make 
our dreams comprehensible. 

As the backdrop to our Haftorah, we 
read about Shlomo HaMelech’s dream in 
which Hashem asks him to make a request. 
Shlomo asks to be blessed with wisdom 
to judge the nation with justice and dis-
cernment. Hashem approves and fulfills 
Shlomo’s petition and indeed, we consider 
Shlomo to be the wisest of all men. This 
week’s Haftorah begins with a continuation 
of this story. Shlomo displays his wisdom in 
the well-known incident with two women 
claiming the same child as their own. His 
brilliance establishes the monarchy and 
guides him through his forty-year reign.

In Parshas Mikeitz we read the continu-
ation of the story of Yosef and his dreams. 
Yosef’s dreams were about his destiny 
to rule over his brothers, which he then 
shares with them to their great dismay. By 
strong contrast, Shlomo’s dream is not a 

prediction about his future rulership over 
Klal Yisroel but rather provides the oppor-
tunity to request the ability to rule his peo-
ple justly. 

These stories are similar in that Yosef 
and Shlomo are two titanic figures whose 
dreams guide them to enormous success 
and to the pinnacle of leadership. These 
holy men understood that their dreams 
required them to strive for greatness. And 
they did.

Perhaps then our supplication in Birkat 
Kohanim should be understood not merely 
as an appeal for clarity of our dreams, but 
as a hope that we understand our inner-
most dreams and aspirations to best fulfill 
our potential. May we be zoche to profound 
dreams, appreciate their deepest meanings 
and climb the highest heights possible. 
May we see the fulfillment of our national 
dream, peace and harmony in our Land. 
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
Director of OU Israel L'Ayla Women's InitiativeSHABBOS
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Even though we already concluded 
our study of Birchat HaMazon in the 
last article, I recently came across 

a remarkable story about bentching that I 
thought would be important to share with 
you. The story illustrates a beautiful point 
brought down by the Sefer HaChinuch. The 
Sefer HaChinuch writes –
“כל הזהיר בברכת  המזון, מזונותיו מצויין לו בכבוד כל ימיו”

Anyone who is careful with their Bentch-
ing, his livelihood will be provide for him with 
respect all of his days 

We spent a lot of time in our Birchat 
Hamazon series discussing the meaning 
and significance of all of the Brachot of the 
Bentching. But beyond understanding the 
deeper meanings, we also need to make 
sure to be זהיר with our bentching, to be care-
ful  how we recite the Bentching, the respect 
we give to it, and the way we concentrate 
and focus. If we do our bentching right, we 
are told that Hashem will reward us with a 
good livelihood.

This story is told by Rabbi Yoel Gold and 
has a profound message for us in our own 
bentching. 

Two years ago, after the tragedy in Meron, a 
man named Chaim Ginz decided to try and be 
menachem avel  as many of the victims’ fami-
lies as possible. The first family he visited was 
the Zacbach family in Bnei Brak, who were 
mourning their 24 year old son, Menachem 
Asher. At the shiva house, the family gave out 
bentchers with the inscription – “The last will/

request (צוואה) of Menachem Asher is to bentch 
out of a bentcher”. The family explained that 
at the age of 16, Menachem Asher had taken 
on the practice of always bentching from a 
bentcher and never reciting the bentching 
by heart. He took this commitment very seri-
ously and would never wash and eat bread 
unless he was absolutely sure there was a 
bentcher available in the vicinity. Chaim Ginz 
heard this and decided to take on this prac-
tice as well, l’iluy nishmat this young man.

About a month later, Chaim was feeling 
pretty stuck. He was having trouble making 
a living. He was a Sofer and he had just com-
pleted a project and was unable to find any 
more work. Day after day, he would show 
prospective clients samples of his work but 
they just kept turning him away. He was 
feeling very rejected and depressed. One 
day, he was in a special apartment in Bnei 
Brak which sofrim use as a place to do their 
work. He had something to eat and was 
ready to bentch. He didn’t have a bentcher 
on him so he was about to bentch by heart. 
But he remembered his commitment and 
began to search the apartment from top 
to bottom. Finally, after many minutes, he 
located a bentcher hidden under a stack of 
papers on the top of a bookshelf. He noticed 
that the bentcher was written in כתב אשורית, 
the font used by sofrim. He admired the 
beauty of the writing and after bentching, 
he decided to use the bentcher to help him 
with his own writing. For three hours, he 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

The Shabbat 
Meals

A few weeks ago, I had the privilege to 
help run and participate in the OU Women’s 
Initiative Mission to Israel for Rebbetzins 
and lay leaders. We spent three packed days 
visiting bereaved mothers, families of those 
who were kidnapped, displaced women from 
the south, chayalot, and wives of chayalim. 
The mission was intense and impactful on 
many levels. But one of the themes that kept 
repeating itself was the unbelievable strength 
exhibited by all of these heroes. One would 
expect to find broken, grieving families sur-
rounded by sadness and pain.  But instead, 
we left each meeting filled with hope and 
faith, having been inspired by the ability of 
these individuals to see beyond their personal 
difficulties and loss in the present and to have 
a deeper and longer-reaching perspective. 
Over and over, I wondered to myself – What 
material are these super-heroes made of?? 
From where do they find such strength?

Gemara Shabbat 118a says:
ניצול  בשבת  סעודות  שלוש  המקיים  “כַל 
משלוש פורעניות: מחבלו של משיח, מדינה של 

גיהנם וממלחמת גוג ומגוג“. 
“Whoever makes sure to eat three meals 

every Shabbos will be saved from three cal-
amaties - the birth-pangs of the Mashiach, 
condemnation to Gehinom, and the war of 

Gog and Magog at the end of days”. This 
seems like a very random statement. We 
all love the Shabbat meals – sitting at a fes-
tively set table, eating the delicious Challa, 
chicken soup, and cholent. But why would 
enjoying this scene grant us such merit? 
What is the connection?

The Peninei Halacha explains that it’s 
not only about enjoying good food. Rather, 
when a person is able to use everything he 
has, whether it’s the spiritual or the phys-
ical, in service of Hashem, he is practicing 
being able to see the bigger picture. 
אל  ישותו  בכַל  להתקשר  זוכַה  אדם  כַאשר 
וגם  השבת, ברוח ובחומר, בלימוד תורה ותפילה 
בעונג שבת ומנוחתה, הרי הוא מתרומם אל מעבר 
טוב,  שכַולו  הנצח  עולם  אל  לחסרונות שבעולם, 

וממילא הוא ניצול מכַל הפורענויות שבעולם.
When one is privileged to connect to Shab-

bat with all his being, spiritual and material, 
through Torah study and prayer as well as 
rest and pleasure, he transcends the world’s 
flaws and reaches the eternally good world. 
Thus he is automatically saved from the 
calamities of this world.

What does this mean? A person in this 
world has the capacity to see things in two 
different ways – he can either look in the 
here and now and see things as they are or 
he can look deeper and see beyond. When 
a person looks at a bowl of cholent, he can 
either see it for what it is – a delicious bowl 
of meat, beans, and potatoes and enjoy it as 
such. Or he can see beyond – and see it as a 
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Thursday, December 14 - Chizuk Shiur  

is sponsored by Seymour Granek in memory of his father 
ג טבת whose yahrzeit is on זאב בן יעקב ז"ל 

All learning on Tuesday, December 19  
has been sponsored by Phil Sevrinsky, in loving memory of his wife  

Arlene Sevrinsky a"h (אביגיל פריידה בת מרדכי ע"ה)  
on her 2nd Yahrzeit ח' טבת

Wednesday, December 20 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow's Shuir  
is sponsored by Elayne Goodstein in memory of her dear Mother,  

Molly Tobiansky Andelman a"h - מלקה בת חאנא ומנוחה ע"ה  
whose yahrzeit is on 3 Tevet (December 15, 2023) 

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein's Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 - 2024 academic year  

by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"l 
מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז"ל

Rabbi Adler’s Shiur 
 is sponsored for the 2023-2024 academic year by the Frist family  
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister Elisheva Frist a"h 

אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע"ה 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 

לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents, 

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l - 
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur -  
Minchat Chinuch  

is sponsored for the academic year 2023  
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman 

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by 

Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 
Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year 

לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Resumes
Oct 15th

Call to 
check

means to enjoy quality time with family and 
friends, discussing Torah, singing zemirot, 
and connecting in his service of Hashem.

It seems that when we learn to use the 
physical world as a conduit to achieving 
closeness to Hashem, it helps us to develop 
our internal ability to look at the bigger pic-
ture and to understand that life is a process. 
Practicing this on a weekly basis will help 
a person to look at all of life in this way - to 
look beyond what is, and to see everything 
as Hashem’s master plan. It is because of 
this that a person who learns to properly 
enjoy the Shabbat meals will, as a natural 
consequence, merit to recognize that the 
chevlei Mashiach are part of Hashem’s 
larger plan. It doesn’t mean he won’t expe-
rience the pain of the chevlei Mashiach, but 
he will have the long-term perspective and 
patience to understand that there is much 
more than meets the eye. Will it be painful? 
Definitely, but it will also be purposeful, 
which will make it much easier to bear. The 
heroes we met on the mission have a “Shab-
bat-meal mindset”. Their inner strength 
didn’t come from nowhere, it came from 
years of building up a philosophy and belief 
system which enables them to see things 
with greater perspective.

The question is – how do we create Shab-
bat meals which really do bring us closer 
to Hashem? How do we find that inspi-
ration within the kugel and gefilte fish? I 
don’t have any magic answers but b’ezrat 
Hashem, we will spend the new few weeks 
discussing the different aspects of our Shab-
bat meals – the kiddush and challah, the 
zemirot, and the other various minhagim – 
and that will hopefully help us to bring our 
Seudot Shabbat to the next level. 
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The Faith of 
Forgiveness

Almost two decades after the brothers 
sold their despised sibling to passing ped-
dlers, they now face him once more, and 
this time he has the upper hand. A world 
run by God is indeed a small world after all. 
In the meantime, Yosef has become unrecog-
nizable—his beard has 
grown out, he is decked in 
royal finery, and he speaks 
through an interpreter—so 
the brothers do not identify 
him as Yosef.1 He, however, 
recognizes his flesh and 
blood immediately.

Why, though, does the 
Torah state twice, in two 
consecutive verses, that Yosef recognizes 
them? “Yosef saw his brothers and recog-
nized them… Yosef recognized his broth-
ers…” (Genesis 42:7-8). In the thinking of 
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, initially Yosef 
recognizes them as the brothers of his 
haunted past, who betrayed him and caused 
him untold pain and suffering. Resentful, “he 
made himself a stranger to them and spoke 
to them harshly” (Genesis 42:7). But then 
Yosef looks at his brothers again, this time 
more closely:

1. Rashbam ad loc.

Studying their faces, however, he dis-
covered a change. Levi and Shimon’s 
faces softened; they did not reflect the 
same ferocity. They had a different look; 
the steely gray eyes turned blue, dreamy. 
Yehudah’s face had matured; there was 
firmness and determination in his fea-
tures. The brothers looked depressed, 
as if they lacked inner peace, as if some 
grisly fear haunted them. They came 
with a contrite heart.2

In the Rav’s vivid portrayal, Yosef beholds 
the brothers as they are 
now, and not as they are 
etched horribly into his 
memory. He comes to truly 
recognize the ten men 
before him, to see in their 
countenances and deport-
ment that they, too, have 
changed in the intervening 
years and are not who they 

once were. He allows himself to form new 
impressions, and he relents.
A CHANGE OF HEART

According to the late Rabbi Lord Jon-
athan Sacks, this episode is “the first 
recorded act of forgiveness in literature.”3 
But how does Yosef have any room for 
clemency given what he has gone through 
at his brothers’ hands? Surprisingly, 

2. Chumash Mesoras Harav, 1:312.
3. Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, “What It Takes 
to Forgive (Vayechi 5778),” https://rabbisacks.
org/takes-forgive-vayechi-5778/ (accessed 
March 31, 2021).
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Rabbi Goldscheider is the author of the newly 
published book ‘Torah United’ (OU Press), featuring 
divrei Torah on the weekly parasha from Rav Kook, 
Rabbi Solovetichik, and the Chassidic Masters.

Yosef himself later indicates that this 
was no interpersonal character trait, but 
one between man and God. Later, Yosef 
encourages his brothers with the follow-
ing explanation:

“Now, do not be sad, and let it not distress 
you... because God sent me before you. […] 
God sent me before you […] you did not 
send me here but God did.” (Genesis 45:5-8)

He reconfirms this after Yaakov’s death, 
when the brothers were concerned that 
only their father’s presence kept Yosef’s 
hatred at bay:

“Have no fear. Am I in place of God? 
You plotted to harm me, but God 
intended it for good, to accomplish what 
is now being done, sustaining a great 
people. So, have no fear; I will provide 
for you and your young ones.” He reas-
sured them and spoke kindly to them. 
(Genesis 50:19-21)

As Yosef reflects on his own life expe-
riences, he sees the providential hand of 
God behind even the most agonizing of 
moments. Yosef is committed to reframing 
everything he has endured, thereby miti-
gating the guilt of his brothers.

Yosef teaches us a profound lesson about 
human relationships. Forgiveness may 
be based on faith that people can change, 
but it is also based on faith that God is at 
work behind the scenes. If one is abso-
lutely convinced that there are invisible 
strings above pulling on human beings, it 
becomes almost an absurdity to lay blame 
at the puppet’s feet. 

Real Life Rescues 

Real Life Rescues
Real Life Rescues 
EMT Saves Baby from  
Severe Allergic Reaction  
Following First Taste of Tahini
On a recent Tuesday morning in Jerusalem, parents 
were feeding their 6-month-old baby and introduced 
him to tahini for the first time. Within minutes, the 
baby developed a severe allergic reaction. The 
infant's parents immediately called emergency 
services, seeking urgent help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Klein, 
alerted to the emergency through his proximity alert 
system, sprang into action as the first responder on 
the scene. Arriving promptly, Shalom was confronted 
with a distressing sight - a baby boy with swollen lips 
and tongue, struggling to breathe, and covered in a 
worrisome rash.

Recognizing the symptoms as indicative of an 
anaphylactic shock, the volunteer knew immediate 
intervention was crucial. Without hesitation, he 
administered a life-saving EpiPen injection, delivering 
a dose of epinephrine to counteract the severe 
allergic reaction. The powerful medication quickly 
took effect, and the infant's breathing became less 
labored. The swelling in the lips and tongue began to 
subside, providing much-needed relief to the child.

As the symptoms continued to recede, the EMT 
monitored his condition while awaiting the arrival of 
a mobile intensive care ambulance. Several minutes 
later, the ambulance team arrived and transported 
the infant to the nearest hospital for further 
treatment and observation.

Reflecting on the incident, Shalom emphasized the 
importance of having an EpiPen readily available. 
"It's a great thing 
I had an EpiPen in 
my medical kit," he 
stated. "An EpiPen 
can save a person's 
life within minutes 
and is a huge help 
for both EMTs and 
patients."

1221

Tel Aviv Man Suffers Cardiac Arrest In His 
Vehicle, Is Revived By Bystanders and EMTs
Tel Aviv - Thursday evening in front of Tel 
Aviv University, a car came to an abrupt stop, 
obstructing traffic. The drivers in the cars behind 
the stopped vehicle discovered that the driver 
of the stopped car had lost consciousness. They 
quickly alerted emergency services.
In a nearby college, United Hatzalah volunteer 
EMT Shalom Cohen was immersed in last-minute 
exam preparations. A call from his lecturer, who 
had witnessed the incident and knew of Cohen's 
medical training, alerted him about the incident.
The volunteer rushed to his car, navigated through 
the intense evening traffic of Tel Aviv, and arrived 
at the scene in under three minutes. A coordinated 
effort by a first responder and bystanders without 
medical equipment had begun to take place. The 
group was performing chest compressions on the 
man who had been taken out of his vehicle by the 
bystanders. Joining the rescue effort with a full 
medical kit, Cohen took out his defibrillator and 
attached it to the patient’s chest. A moment later 
an electric shock was administered. 
After another round of chest compressions, Cohen, 
together with the other first responder re-evaluated 
the patient's vital signs. With a weak but palpable 
radial pulse, the patient opened his eyes. The pair, 
relieved, checked for other vitals, and provided 
assisted ventilation until the patient reached a 
normal oxygen saturation level. They continued 
providing care, monitoring heart rate and oxygen 
saturation to ensure he remained stable.
After 15 intense minutes, a mobile intensive 
care ambulance arrived at the scene. The first 
responders handed over a now conscious patient 
to the intensive care team, who took charge of the 
patient's ongoing care and transported him to the 
hospital for definitive care in stable condition.

“Administering a shock 
with my defibrillator and 
witnessing the patient 
regain consciousness for 
the first time is an incredible 
feeling,” Cohen shared 
after the incident. “It took 
me a while to calm down 
after but I nevertheless 
managed to make it to my 
exam and even pass it with 
flying colors."
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A Mistake in the Beracha 
Acharona on Wine

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Question: After Havdala, I recited quietly 
the beracha acharona on grape juice by 
heart, and finished it aloud for my family 
to answer Amen. I was caught off guard 
when my wife alerted me to the fact that I 
mistakenly finished off “… al ha’aretz v’al 
peiroteha” (instead of “al ha’aretz v’al pri 
gafnah”). I do not know if my mistake was 
only on the last line (I knew the beracha 
was for grape juice, and I am usually pro-
ficient at berachot.) Should I have redone 
the beracha? 

Answer: (The order of presentation is 
pedagogically rather than logically chosen). 
Starting to fix the mistake within toch k’dei 
dibbur (1-2 seconds) of finishing the beracha 
(see Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 209:2) 
would have solved your problem, but it 
sounds like your realization came later. 

Can you assume you did the rest of the 
beracha correctly? On the one hand, you 
regularly make this beracha correctly right 
after Havdala. On the other hand, since 
you finished off incorrectly, there is a good 
chance that the mistake started earlier. 
We, thus, must treat the matter as a safek 
whether you were accurate in one or both 

of the other mentions the specific food-cat-
egory. When one has a safek whether he 
recited a beracha on food (or, equivalently, 
whether he did so validly), he does not 
recite/repeat the beracha (ibid. 3).

However, it would not help if you said the 
other part(s) of the beracha correctly. A bera-
cha’s concluding part is crucial, and while 
there is a machloket whether getting the end 
right suffices, if it is wrong, the beracha is 
invalid (ibid. 59:2; Be’ur Halacha ad loc.). 

However, you did not have to repeat the 
beracha acharona because the text you 
recited was not so wrong. There is a rule 
(with exceptions) that a beracha that is not 
slated for a certain food counts b’di’eved 
when its content is also true, even when a 
more specific beracha was prescribed. The 
most famous application is that Shehakol 
N’hiya Bidvaro is a valid beracha rishona 
after the fact for any food. The rule also 
validates b’di’eved one who recited Borei 
Pri Ha’adama instead of Borei Pri Haetz 
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 206:1) because fruit 
of a tree in effect grow from the ground, 
because the tree itself grows there (Mishna 
Berura ad loc. 1). 

Grapes and wine come from an etz (a 
grapevine, halachically, is a tree) and, 
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Gazit’ Rabbinical Court:  

077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
New on the Market in Rechavia!  
Ground floor completely accessible, spacious & airy  
4 rooms, 10m mirpeset, parking, tons of potential,  
2 entrances so the 3rd bedroom can be used as a  
clinic /office or studio unit. 4.17m shekel
Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim
Spacious 4.5 rooms, 100m with a 9m Sukka mirpeset, 
one floor up, good shape, 4 exposures, newly renovated 
bathrooms. 3.37m shekel
For Rent in Katamon 
30m studio on Bustani street, ground floor,  
small garden, for independent people over 55,  
3500nis/month incl va'ad habyit & heat

specifically, from a gefen (a grapevine). 
Therefore, logic seems to dictate that if one 
recites Borei Pri Haetz on wine, he should be 
yotzei because the beracha is true – the wine 
came from a tree. (R. Akiva Eiger (to Magen 
Avraham 208:22) and Nishmat Adam (I:50:1) 
are among those who concur.) If so, the same 
is true of the beracha acharona (our case) – 
although he should have recited Al Hagefen, 
he should be yotzei with Al Hapeirot (see 
Be’ur Halacha to OC 208:18). However, there 
is actually a machloket – the Magen Avraham 
(208:22), Yad Ephrayim (ad loc.), and Aruch 
Hashulchan (OC 208:28) say that Borei Pri 
Haetz does not work b’di’eved for wine. The 
Yad Ephrayim explains that since wine (and 
bread) received a special beracha beyond 
those of their category of food, Chazal did 
not allow the beracha to be fulfilled with a 
lesser, albeit accurate, beracha. The Mishna 
Berura (208:70) cites both positions and iden-
tifies Rishonim corroborating each (Sha’ar 
Hatziyun ad loc. 67). In conclusion, he treats 
the situation as a safek, and therefore based 
on safek berachot l’hakel, recommends not 

reciting Borei Pri Hagefen afterward.
Based on the comparison between bera-

cha rishona and beracha acharona, safek 
obviates the practical need for another 
beracha in your case. In your case, there 
is an additional reason to refrain from 
another beracha. According to a serious 
position among Rishonim, the beracha 
acharona on wine is supposed to conclude 
with “… al ha’aretz v’al hapeirot” (mention-
ing land and fruit, whereas the “fruit of the 
grapevine” is mentioned only earlier), and 
the Shulchan Aruch (ibid. 11) rules that 
either is fine. Therefore, you, conceivably, 
said the beracha perfectly, and even if not, 
it was close enough to preclude another 
recitation. 
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Terumot and 
Ma’aserot

Question:
A while back I attended a workshop 

about separating terumot and ma’aserot, 
where we learned the meaning of the var-
ious stages of the separation. I also recall 
that there are some opinions that hold that 
if someone does not understand what they 
are doing, the procedure is not valid. While 
I still have a vague idea of what I’m doing, 
I don’t remember the exact details. Is my 
separation still valid?
Answer:

It certainly is preferable to understand 
exactly what you are doing, and it’s a 
good thing that you attended a lecture on 
the topic. However, if you understand the 
basics of the separation, it is nonetheless 
valid if:
1. You set aside at least a bit more than 

1% of the produce understand that 
you are designating it as terumot, 
which you will wrap up and discard.

2. You read the text.
3. You understand that you are naming 

and designating parts of the produce 
as gifts to a Kohen, Levite, and when 
applicable, to a poor person, or as 
ma’aser sheni (this year is a ma’aser 
sheni year).

Even if you don’t remember how the 
percentages work and understand where 
9% of the produce is or how it works, the 
separation is still valid. In any case, I would 
recommend refreshing your memory on 
the process. We have excellent lectures on 
our website on the topic: toraland.org.il, 
en.toraland.org.il. 
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Gemach for Chatan and Kalla:
Meals for wedding and  
Sheva Brachot at cost

Eida Hachareidis Hechsher
Tel:052-633-1744 

gadgadood@gmail.com

YET THE US WISHES TO
EMPOWER THE PA AND UNRWA. 

REMIND US POLICY-MAKERS:  
PA never cancelled their covenant of
total war 
PA supported Oct 7 massacre
PA will not repeal their law which which
remunerates anyone who murders a Jew
with a fee for life 
UNRWA indoctrinates a new generation
to adhere to the "right of return by force
of arms"

IsraelBehindTheNews.com/donations
David Bedein, Director

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

NEW! RENOVATED APT ON 
SHAI AGNON ST
BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED 4 ROOMS, 
92 M, 4TH FL WITH ELEVATOR, 
PERMIT FOR BALCONY IN PROCESS, 
QUIET, GREEN, PRIVATE MAHSAN AND 
PARKING
ASKING PRICE 4,450,000

BAKA GARDEN FAMILY HOME 
FOR RENT UNTIL AUGUST

BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED FAMILY 
HOME ON DERECH BEIT LECHEM ST, 
PRIVATE ENTRANCE WITH GARDEN, 
150 SQM WITH HIGH CEILINGS, 
3.5 BEDROOMS, 2.5 BATHS
RENTAL PRICE $4000/MONTH

A small Sefer Torah with its own 
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses 

or for any other necessary occasion 
on a temporary free-loan basis. 

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173

רפואה שלמה
אורה בת ראינה
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Michal Silverstein, MS
Dear T.R.
Thank you for asking this 

very relevant and timely 
question.

Adults as well as children are over-
whelmed with emotions when they hear 
about a terrorist attack. When they become 
more frequent, the feeling of uncertainty 
and loss of control can create much anxiety. 
There are certain guidelines to keep in mind 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting,
Following the recent string of 

terrorist attacks, my son, 11, has 
become very anxious. I, of course, 
have also been affected by all the loss 
and trauma. I’m not sure how much 
or how little to share with him in gen-
eral and specifically regarding my 
own emotional experience.  For exam-
ple, should I try not to cry and be sad 
around him? T.R. 

when responding to children under these 
circumstances.

Firstly, it’s important to give children a safe 
space to speak, meaning a space to express 
them selves in the way that is natural for 
them. Some children don’t have much of a 
reaction and others will cry, show anger and 
frustration. They may say things that you 
don’t agree with or challenge you. Giving 
them the space to do this is crucial.

Next, when they ask questions, try to give 
them accurate information, answering only 
the questions they ask. Stay focused. It’s not 
necessary to elaborate or get sidetracked by 
politics or other similar situations. Explana-
tions should be given in an age appropriate 
manner. Just like your rules are age appro-
priate your discussions should be as well. 
Having more detailed, graphic conversations 
is more appropriate with an 18 than a 10 year 
old. 

It’s important to keep an eye out for both 
emotional and physical signs of distress. 
If your child looks sad, has crying spells, 
becomes fearful or angry or is experienc-
ing changes in sleeping and eating patterns, 
he may need extra help processing the cur-
rent state of events. Be aware of behavioral 
changes.

Regarding your own emotional state, it’s 
important to model emotions in front of your 
children. Seeing you express your feelings 
will allow your child to do the same. That 
being said, there is also a limit. You do not 

For Sale: 
25 Ben Maimon, 4 rooms, 113m,  

2 bathrooms, porch, 1st floor, elevator, 
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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Consistency 
with Rules

Why is it so important to be consistent 
with rules?

As parents, we are human and it’s impossi-
ble to be 100% consistent. Situations change, 
life gets interrupted and sometimes we even 
change our minds. However, every parent 
should try to be as consistent as possible 
when it comes to their most important, iron-
clad rules. For instance, if you have a zero tol-
erance rule for physical aggression, or lying 
or doing something dangerous, if the child 
breaks those rules, you should point it out 
and there should be a consequence. When a 
parent follows through, the child knows the 
parent can be trusted and relied upon and 
that he keeps his word. It teaches a child to 
listen. The parent is seen as the authority 
figure, one who is interested in protecting his 
child and keeping him safe. It also allows the 
child to know what’s expected of him. 

When children know what’s expected 
of them and it’s enforced, it contributes 
to a child’s sense of identity and secu-
rity. Each family has their own rules and 
decides what’s important to them and the 
values they want to instill. Whether its 
rules related to screens or allowing certain 
snacks, or curfews, parents should decide 
what is of utmost importance to them. 

When rules become inconsistent, or are 
not followed through with a consequence 
for breaking them, then a child becomes 
confused. A child begins to test the parents to 
see if they even know what their own rules 
are. If not, their voice becomes background 
noise and the child only listens after a parent 
explodes which tends to lead to unpleas-
ant power struggles. Being clear on what’s 
important to you and being confident is key 
to maintaining a respectful relationship. 

As children grow, rules may change and 
adapt to certain situations. Bed times change, 
food restrictions change even tzniut and 
davening rules may adapt if teenagers need 
more flexibility. The most important thing 
to do when rules are being adapted, is to 
speak about it, keep communication open 
and make new rules clear. You want to make 
sure that rules especially for teenagers are 
ones that they can follow and that parents 
can realistically enforce if necessary.

Being firm about your rules and commu-
nicating them to your children will help you 
avoid a downward spiral in the long run. It 
is important to remember that not every-
thing has to be rule. Pick your battles and 
only enforce things that really matter to you 
and the rest you can allow for negotiations.

Be’hatzlacha 
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3 DOROT RISHONIM
(Off Ben Yehuda) 02 563-7155
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THIS WEEK: 
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www.Yeshezra.org
Bank transfer: Mercantile (17), 
Branch 642, A/C 79747843 
(Send Asmachta for tax receipt)
Checks: "Yesh Ezra," POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card: Sara – 077-820-0196. 
Sun/Mon/Wed (10:15am-2.45 pm)

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff
050-570-1067 
menpmp@gmail.com

HELPING  
OUR SOLDIERS   
ASSISTING  
THE NEEDY
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and sibling rivalry, and only embraced 
Yosef as a brother many years later, Bin-
yamin showed only love and deep connec-
tion toward him, despite having never met 
him - so much so that he named each of his 
children after a different part of Yosef’s life! 

Just as Binyamin lost his brother, we too 
have lost a brother — many brothers — 
over the last 2 months, and there are now 
hundreds of Jewish babies who hold their 
names, or the names of their hometowns. 
As Am Yisrael faces this pivotal moment 
in our history, we must realize that we are 
all brothers in the truest sense. While we 
have the capacity to manifest the ugly side 
of brotherhood - to fight with and turn our 
backs on one another, we also have the 
capacity to love, connect and empathize 
with each other so deeply, even when apart, 
or indeed, without ever meeting at all. 

May we not need the horrible events we 
are witnessing today to unleash the loving 
brotherhood between us. May we never 
lose sight of the connection and love we 
hold for one another, and may we allow it 
to fuel our united spirit so we can be a true 
!Am Yisrael Chai .אור לגוים

Emily Stemp
Staff Development
Director

Am Yisrael: Modern Bonds, 
Ancient Roots

This week’s parsha, Miketz, describes 
the intense meeting between Yosef and his 
brothers in Mitzrayim, when they come in 
search of food during the famine. Yosef, 
having ascended to second in command 
to Pharaoh, is aware that the men are his 
brothers, but does not reveal his identity 
- instead, he accuses the brothers of being 
spies, and provides an opportunity to 
prove themselves. He takes Shimon pris-
oner and sends them to bring their young-
est brother, Binyamin, who was born only 
after Yosef had been sold into slavery. 

When Binyamin arrives in Mitzrayim, 
Yosef is overwhelmed with emotion upon 
hearing that since Yosef’s disappearance, 
Binyamin had had 10 sons, and named them 
all after different aspects of Yosef’s tumultu-
ous life journey (Rashi, Bereishit 43:30). Bin-
yamin’s longing and awareness of his miss-
ing brother is so palpable — even though 
they had never met — and he is determined 
to incorporate Yosef’s spirit and legacy into 
his family and their collective future. 

There is a stark contrast between the 
types of brotherhood demonstrated by Bin-
yamin versus the rest of the brothers. While 
the brothers initially manifested jealousy 
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

Michal Bodner
12th Grade
Bet Shemesh

Yosef’s Growth 
Through Adversity

In Parshat Miketz, Yosef’s journey from 
slavery to leadership provides profound les-
sons for personal growth, particularly in the 
midst of the current war in Israel. Yosef’s 
early hardships, being sold into slavery and 
unjustly imprisoned, illustrate the resilience 
needed to face adversity—similarly, during 
times of war, confronting challenges with 
determination and strength becomes cru-
cial for personal development.

As Yosef acquires vital skills during tri-
als, we too can cultivate strength, bravery, 
and understanding amid the difficulties of 
war. These testing moments offer opportu-
nities to discover latent abilities, mirroring 
Yosef’s journey towards becoming better 
individuals.

Yosef’s decision to forgive his brothers, 
instead of seeking revenge, teaches us 
the power of choosing forgiveness during 
conflicts. In times of war, opting for for-
giveness, assistance, and understanding 
becomes a catalyst for personal and 
communal growth, paving the way for a 
brighter future.

Parshat Miketz encourages contempla-
tion on personal growth amidst tough 
times. Whether facing individual chal-
lenges or communal struggles in Israel 
during war, drawing inspiration from 
Yosef’s story is paramount. By embodying 
strength, understanding, and forgiveness, 
we can navigate hardships, foster personal 
development and fortify our community. 

Yosef’s hardships underscore the theme 
of personal growth through adversity, 
demonstrating how challenges, when 
faced with strength and determination, 
lead to unexpected and significant achieve-
ments. From being sold into slavery to 
interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams, Yosef’s 
journey inspires us to navigate life’s diffi-
culties, emerging stronger and wiser. 
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