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Why do we have one candle on the first night and an additional candle each consecutive night until eight candles are 
finally lit on the last night?
There is a difference of opinion between Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel. We accept the custom of Beit Hillel. However, 
there is the opinion of Beit Shammai that says that eight candles should be lit the first night with each successive night 
the number of candles should be reduced by one. The Talmud (Shabbat 21b) explains that the reasons advocated by Beit 
Shammai is that the Chanukah candles correspond to the Musaf offerings of Sukkot which decrease from day to day. On 
the other hand, Beit Hillel holds the principle of "Increase in matters of holiness and don't diminish".
The Bostoner Rebbe (Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Halevi Horowitz 1921-2009) gives a deeper reason for the difference of opinions. 
When discussing physical strength, the passage of time results in diminishing might. Everyday we live, we find ourselves 
one day closer to the end. Beit Shammai highlights the futility in our physical being. The decreasing numbers of bullocks 
on Sukkot underlines the limits of the physical world and of the nations who embrace it.
Beit Hillel emphasizes the value of "holiness". Every new day that we deepen our connection with Torah and mitzvot, we 
elevate ourselves to new heights. With regards to holiness, increases are only beneficial, never causing harm. Chanukah 
symbolizes the need for our spiritual goals to grow and flourish. That is why he felt we follow Beit Hillel in lighting an 
additional candle each night.      ~ Shabbat Shalom
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Photographed by Yaakov Adler, 
Ramat Beit Shemesh.
A chanukia that is made out of  
bullets. May this Chanukah bring 
miracles and salvation to Am Yisrael.

HELPFUL REMINDERS
Rosh Chodesh Tevet is on Wednesday, December 13

 ראש חדש טבת יהיה ביום רביעי 
הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה

 מולד חודש טבת יהיה ביום שלישי, 
דקה אחת ושלושה חלקים אחרי שמונה בלילה  
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

In loving memory of  
our dear daughter and sister

  DAPHNA z”l
on her 25th yahrzeit

She died at the tender age of 15
י’ כסלו תשמ”ד - כ”ו כסלו תשנ”ט

Yaacov and Dina Mintz
Avi, Shlomit and families

police station. The police commander then 
brought the two bar mitzvah boys into his 
office, where he spoke to them personally 
and thanked these two boys from America 
for coming to celebrate in Israel, and in 
Sderot specifically.

These memories flooded back as I 
looked around the scenes of carnage and 
destruction, a little less than a year later. 
As Chazan Yaakov Motzen, who was with 
us on the rabbinic mission, began to sing 
the Kel Maleh in memory of those who 
gave their lives there, a police car showed 
up. Out of the police car came three police 
men and one police woman. That woman’s 
name is Hodaya Harush. As the words of 
Kel Maleh rang out, she walked over to me, 
and began to tell me her story.

She told me that she had joined the 
police force this past July, a few short 
months ago, because of the encouragement 
of her husband. Today, she had decided 
that it was time to build up the courage to 
visit the police station where her husband 
had been killed on October 7th. He was 

Several weeks ago, I wrote about the 
incredible OU rabbinic mission to Israel. 
We took rabbis and lay leaders from Amer-
ica and brought them to not only see what 
was going on here, the tragedy and the 
needs, but also to comfort and bring chizuk 
to those who were injured, families who 
lost loved ones, and soldiers during these 
difficult days. My OU colleagues in New 
York who brought the 22 rabbis and 22 lay 
leaders deserve much hakarat hatov for 
what they did to help Klal Yisrael.

It was on this mission that I came to a 
realization. We were standing in Sderot, 
outside of where the police station was. 
This is a makom kadosh, a place where 
so many Jewish lives were taken from us. 
As we stood there, we said Tehillim and I 
told over the story of the tragedy and the 
heroism that had happened there. Every 
parked car there was full of bullet holes, as 
well as every wall and even the pavement 
on the street. 

In stark contrast, a year ago on Cha-
nukah, I came to Sderot, together with 
my good friends Rabbi Daniel Krauss, 
his son, and Rabbi Morris Massel and his 
son, to celebrate their bar mitzvahs with 
Sderot kids in our OU Israel Youth Center 
there. As part of the occasion, we brought 
sufganiyot to the Sderot police station. 
They welcomed us in, and we danced 
with the policemen. They talked to us and 
explained what they do, and they even 
showed us the Beit Knesset inside the 
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The עליה לקבר on the 2nd Yahrzeit 
of our beloved Wife and Mother 

ברוריה בת שלמה וחנה ע”ה
will take place בע”ה on  
Friday 1st day of חנוכה  

8th December, 10am  
in Eretz Hachayim Cemetery,
Beit Shemesh, 17 גוש 6 חלקה

May the learning from Torah Tidbits  
that she loved so much be לעילוי נשמתה

Families Wulwick and Sheldon

of female Jewish leaders from North Amer-
ica. The response was overwhelmingly 
positive. Not only did they put together 
one mission, but two began to be planned. 
Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman organized 
one mission, and our OU Israel Director of 
Development Mimi Jankovits organized a 
second one.

This past week, we went all over the 

the first heroic police officer to charge at 
the terrorists and save lives. She came, not 
knowing what she would see, not knowing 
what to expect. She said to me that to come 
and immediately hear Kel Maleh sung by 
these rabbis and baalei batim who came 
from America to give chizuk was extremely 
powerful. We all stood there, wanting so 
much to comfort her with our hearts so 
full of love. Baruch Hashem there were two 
women with us on our mission, and they 
were able to give her the biggest hugs. This 
was a tremendously emotional moment. 

I left the meeting with Hodaya thinking 
that if we just had a group of women, a 
group of rebbetzins and women lay lead-
ers, we could comfort her and others so 
much more. Only women could provide 
the hug, warm embrace and sensitivity 
that is often needed in emotional situations 
and would make such a big difference. 

From there we went to the home of 
aluf mishneh Yoni Steinberg in Shomriya, 
where we met his wife Yiska. Yet again, the 
same feeling as before struck me. We were 
able to comfort and to give hugs to the 
men, the fathers. Yiska was standing there 
alone, without the ability to receive hugs 
from the men.

That night, I called the New York office. I 
said that the next mission needed to be one 
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In beloved memory of  
our dear mother,  grandmother,  

and great-grandmother 

Elisabeth Somogyi ע”ה
שרה בת יעקוב ע”ה

on her 20th yahrzeit, כב כסלו

Rochelle & Stefan Somogyi 
Grandchildren & great grandchildren

May the Torah learned from  
this issue of Torah Tidbits be לע”נ

Rachel Feld 
Certified Personal Trainer 

  054-471-8420

Personal  training 
is for you!

Frustrated that you can't get into shape?
Don't have the time or motivation to go to the gym?

Diastasis 
recti 

rehabilitation

Work out  
in the comfort  
of your home

Senior
fitness

change begins with you.

country on these missions, with two 
buses of women community leaders who 
brought chizuk and embraced women 
across Israel - those injured in hospitals, 
those displaced from their houses, those in 
the IDF and so many others. On a personal 
note, I saw how much it meant to Jennifer 
Airley, a woman of incredible strength 
who recently lost her son Binyamin hy"d, 
who was killed in battle in Gaza.

We met Hodaya Harush at her husband’s 
grave. Every woman on the mission was 
able to not only give her words of comfort, 
but a hug as well. I saw how much it meant 
to Hodaya, and her mother Esther. We 
stood by Yoni Steinberg’s hy"d grave with 
his sister Ayelet, and I saw how incredible 
these women were in comforting her.

In all of this, the same refrain we heard on 
the rabbinic mission came through again. 
Those who came to give chizuk, received 
much more chizuk in return. All the rebbetz-
ins and lay leaders gave testimonials at the 
end of the week which had the same theme - 
they are leaving so much stronger and more 
inspired than when they came.

This is a season focused on women, 
and how Jewish women do not sit idly by 

when their people are at risk. We know 
from the Chanukah story how Yehudit 
took charge to save the Jewish people 
from the Greeks. We learn from this 
week’s Parsha, Vayeishev how Tamar took 
the lead to ensure the continuity of the 
Jewish people with Yehuda. 

The women on this mission took 
charge. They sought to be there for their 
fellow Jews. We always hope that we can 
be there for each other on happy occa-
sions, but one thing is for certain: when 
there are tragic times, we know how to be 
there for each other and how to do it in 
the most beautiful way possible. So thank 
you rebbetzins and lay leaders for coming 
and embracing, comforting, loving and 
supporting, both physically and emotion-
ally. You have continued in the path of 
those women who built up our nation, 
saving us and bringing us to the kingdom 
of David Hamelech with the coming of 
Mashiach from the tribe of Yehuda, speed-
ily and in our days.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Upholding 
Morality

Our environment poses a constant chal-
lenge to our morality, specifically regard-
ing the core Jewish values of modesty and 
sanctity in the intimate realm. We are sur-
rounded by what appears to be an ever-in-
tensifying emphasis on the seductive and a 
continuous erosion of boundaries. This is 
not new for the Jewish people and was in 
fact a core element of the Chanukah story 
where many sources identify the decree of 
the Greeks to violate young brides, “tiba’el 
l’hegemon t’chilah” (‘Prima Nocta’), as the 
trigger to the revolt of the Chashmonaim.

The Torah (Vayikra 18:3) refers to such 
immoral behavior as maaseh eretz Mitz-
rayim, characteristic of the Egyptians. 
During our first encounter with Egypt, 
Sarah was taken to be with Pharaoh on 
account of her beauty. And in this week’s 
Parsha, Yosef faces the very same challenge 
from the wife of Potiphar. While Sarah was 
subject to force and compulsion, Yosef had 
to deal with seduction and temptation.

Yosef withstood the challenge, earn-
ing for himself the title Yosef Hatzaddik, 
“Yosef the Righteous”. He resisted the 
challenge by drawing on three distinct 
sources of moral strength: First, his 
refusal to betray the trust placed in him 

by Potiphar, as he said (Bereishis 39:9): 
“There is no one who wields no more 
authority in this house than I, and he 
has withheld nothing from me except 
you, since you are his wife.” Second, as 
he went on to note, his faithfulness to 
G-d’s word: “How then could I do this 
most wicked thing and sin before God?” 
And third, his commitment to the values 
he had seen at home, symbolized by the 
image of his father that appeared to him 
in the window and inspired him to resist 
temptation (Sotah 36b).

It was this kind of moral strength, draw-
ing on faithfulness to each other, to G-d, 
and to our inherited values, that would 
set the tone for the Jewish people’s exile 
in Egypt and beyond, enabling us to resist 
the enticements of our environment and 
remain faithful to our values. While we 
are no longer in Egypt and the Greeks are  
long gone as a force to be reckoned with, 
the moral challenges they posed continue 
to confront us. Like Yosef and the Chash-
mona’im, we will overcome this challenge 
by strengthening our commitments to 
interpersonal trust, G-d’s word, and loyalty 
to tradition. 

Condolences to Stephen Simpson 
and family on the passing of his 

MOTHER A”H
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

CHANUKAH
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Ashkelon

Now is the time to seriously consider buying 
a sea-front property in Ashkelon. Gaza will 
no longer be a threat and prices will soar. 
We have the largest stock of new and 
second-hand properties at the best prices.

Anglos are buying and prices 
are slowly creeping up.

“For this is what the Lord Almighty, the God 
of Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards 
will again be bought in this land.”

ירמיהו ל״ב טו: 

 Jeremiah 32:15

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

The Weekly Podcast 
 

WHAT DOES JUDAISM 
SAY ABOUT….? 

 
by 

Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel 
 

will discuss each week an issue about the 
war that people are asking about. Each 
topic has a 5-minute abridged version & 

full 30-minute podcast.  
 

This Week’s Podcast: 
Defining a Jewish Miracle – on 
Chanukah & in the Gaza War 

You can find the podcast on Apple, 
Spotify or Yutorah.org 

For questions, write 
whatdoesjudaismsayabout@gmail.com  

  

 

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM
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Yosef, takes note of the dreams.
The first verse, while eminently simple, 

introduces this entire story. “Yaakov settled 
in the Land of his father’s sojourning.” As 
if to say: they were sojourners, but not me. 
I am going to settle here, in my own Land. 
Avraham was promised the Land of Israel. 
And that his children would be strangers 
in a strange land, returning wealthy to 
Israel. Yaakov figures, “hey, that was me. 
I was the stranger in a strange land. Long 
years with Lavan. Returned wealthy. Now 
on to the next stage of Jewish history: set-
tling and ruling this Land”. 

The time to settle and eventually rule this 
Land has arrived. Building a state requires an 
economic change, from shepherding to farm-
ing. A state cannot be built by shepherds: agri-
culture roots one in the land and can sustain a 
nation. And rule requires power.

When Yosef dreams not of sheep but of 
bundles of wheat, Yaakov’s ears perk up. 
Why a dream of wheat when we are shep-
herds? Is this a new world dawning? 

And then a dream of power, of the sun, 
moon and stars. Is this a Divine message, 
through dreams, that the promise of the 
land is about to happen, with agriculture 
and power facilitating the building of our 
nation? Yaakov takes note of these dreams.

2ND ALIYA (37:13-22)
Yaakov sends Yosef to inquire 

of the welfare of his brothers. A 
man directs him to Dotan. The brothers plot 
to kill Yosef and put an end to his dreams. 

PARSHAT VAYEISHEV
The sale of Yosef in Parshat Vayeishev is 

one of the most famous stories of the Torah. 
Yaakov settles, finally, in the Land of Israel. 
Yosef is favored. Yosef has 2 dreams. Yaakov 
sends Yosef to inquire of his brother’s wel-
fare. The brothers sell Yosef to merchants 
traveling to Egypt. Yehuda is confronted 
by Tamar and accepts responsibility. Yosef 
achieves great success as a servant to Poti-
phar. After being framed by Potiphar’s wife, 
Yosef ends up in jail. His success continues 
in jail. He interprets the dreams of the but-
ler and baker but remains in jail.

The story of Yosef is the longest in the Torah, 
spanning 4 parshiot. Its panoply of human 
emotions and struggles is gripping: a favored 
child, dreams, jealousy, isolation, sexual strug-
gle, success. And later; tears, confrontation 
and brotherly responsibility. It is the story 
that lays bare human foibles and eventually 
human triumph; hence its appeal and fame.

1ST ALIYA (37:1-12)
Yaakov settles in the Land of 

Israel. Yosef is 17, brings nega-
tive reports of his brothers to his father. 
Yaakov loves Yosef. He gives him a special 
coat, provoking the jealousy of his broth-
ers. Yosef has 2 dreams. The brothers are 
gathering sheaves of wheat; their sheaves 
gather around and bow to Yosef’s. The sun, 
moon and 11 stars bow to him. The broth-
ers feel hatred. Yaakov, while criticizing 
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4TH ALIYA (38:1-30)
Yehuda descends. He has 3 

sons. One son marries Tamar 
and dies, as does the second. He delays 
the 3rd son from marrying her. Tamar 
disguises herself. She becomes pregnant 
from Yehuda. Yehuda orders her to be put 
to death. She sends his identifying posses-
sions. Yehuda admits. She has twins, Peretz 
and Zerach.

Yehuda descends. But ends up with Zerach 
– shine. Yehuda withheld his 3rd son from 
Tamar, as he withheld Yosef from returning 
to Yaakov by selling Yosef. But here he took 
full responsibility whereas there he didn’t. 
When the brothers wanted to kill Yosef, 
Reuven told them to throw him in a pit. Ok, 
don’t kill him with a knife; kill him passively, 
of starvation. Yehuda stood up; let’s not kill 
him, let’s sell him. That certainly was better 

    

 

JERUSALEM SALES   

FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:  
02-651-4030 
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Eiferman Properties Ltd. 
www.eifermanrealty.com  Reuven objects to spilling his blood, suggest-

ing to merely throw him into a pit. He saves 
Yosef, hoping to return him to his father.

The single best known aliya in the Torah 
(ok, because of Broadway – such is our world). 
Brothers wanting to kill their brother? This 
is unprecedented. Well, except for the first 
brothers in the Torah, Cain and Abel. Rivalry, 
competition, jealousy is an inescapable part 
of life. Brothers struggle (as the Midrash says 
re Cain and Abel) over inheritance money, 
religion, marriage or here, parental love and 
jealousy. Had the Torah avoided this sibling 
rivalry, it would have lacked the reality of 
life. But what is of much greater import is the 
response to rivalry. The response of sibling 
loyalty, brotherhood and responsibility (and 
lack of it) is the story of the Torah. Now, it does 
take quite a while until that loyalty prevails, 
but so be it. Human failures will happen – 
how to respond is the concern of our Torah. 

3RD ALIYA (37:23-36)
Yosef is stripped of his coat, 

thrown in an empty cistern. Mer-
chants appear. Yehuda objects to killing their 
brother, convincing the others to sell Yosef 
to these merchants. Yosef is sold to the mer-
chants and brought to Egypt. Reuven finds the 
cistern empty and rends his garments. Yosef’s 
coat is dipped in blood, brought to Yaakov. 
Yaakov rips his clothes and is inconsolable. 
Yosef ends up in the home of Potiphar.

Yosef dreamed of the sun, moon and stars 
– as high as you can get – and ended up in 
the pit, as low as you can get. Yaakov, who 
dreamt of a ladder ascending to the heavens, 
now says he will “sink to the netherworld in 
mourning”. Yaakov deceived Yitzchak with 
goatskin on his arms; Yaakov was deceived 
by Yosef’s coat dipped in goat’s blood.
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than killing him. But he really should have 
objected more vociferously and said: “I will 
not let you harm Yosef. I will return him 
to Abba.” Here he takes full responsibility. 
This is a harbinger of the full acceptance of 
responsibility he will demonstrate later in 
guaranteeing Binyamin’s return to Yaakov.

5TH ALIYA (39:1-6)
Yosef descends to Egypt. G-d is 

with Yosef and he is successful. 
Yosef’s owner sees that G-d is with him and 
that all he does G-d makes successful. G-d 
blesses the master’s home because of Yosef; all 
that is his in his home and field, G-d blesses. 
He gives Yosef total control of all that is his.

A little wee aliya of 6 verses. And G-d’s 
name appears 6 times. G-d’s name did not 
appear in the 66 verses until here in the 
parsha (save for the death of the 2 sons of 
Yehuda: “they did bad in the eyes of G-d”). 
This is very similar to the absence of G-d 
in the beginning of Sefer Shemot until He 
finally sees their affliction.

Man does just fine spiraling down all by 
himself – Yosef at the hands of his brothers, 
Yehuda with his mishandling of Tamar, the 
Jews in Egypt at the hands of Paro. When 
he hits bottom, G-d appears.

6TH ALIYA (39:7-23)
Potiphar’s wife propositions 

Yosef. Yosef resists, for as much 
as he has complete authority in the home, 
this would be a sin to G-d. With no one 
around, she grabs him. He flees, leaving 
her holding his garment. She frames 
Yosef as having approached her. Yosef is 
thrown in jail. G-d is kind to him and the 
jail keeper puts Yosef in charge. All that he 
does, G-d makes successful.

Note the parallels: The brothers take 

Yosef’s coat from him; Mrs. Potiphar is hold-
ing Yosef’s garment. The brothers deceive 
their father with the coat; Mrs. Potiphar 
deceives her husband with the coat. Yosef is 
sold as a slave; Yosef ends up in jail.

From dreaming of the sun, moon and 
stars, and brothers bowing to him, Yosef 
has gone down to Egypt, down in status to 
a slave, and now down yet again to jail. 

Yosef earns the title of Yosef HaTzaddik 
from his resistance to Mrs. Potiphar. He 
is alone, in a foreign land, no one around, 
being propositioned; yet, his thoughts are 
sinning to G-d.

7TH ALIYA (40:1-23)
The butler and baker of Paro 

are jailed. Yosef takes care of 
them. They dream. Yosef asks: tell me the 
dreams for their explanations are to G-d. 
The butler saw a fruitful vine, squeezing the 
grapes into the cup of Paro. Yosef says: you 
will be restored as butler. And, Yosef adds, 
remember me when things are good again 
and tell Paro, for I don’t deserve to be here. 
The baker describes dreaming of bread on 
his head. Yosef says: you will be hung. The 
butler is restored. The baker is hung. The 
butler forgets Yosef.

While the Yosef story moves quickly for 
us the reader, years have passed. 2 years 
will pass from the butler being restored 
until Yosef interprets Paro’s dream next 
week. He was 17 when the brothers sold 
him. Now he is 28. He will be 30 when he 
interprets Paro’s dreams.

Mazal Tov to
Elisheva & Ari Weingarten and family

on the birth of their son Menachem
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STATS
 

9th of 54 sedras; 9th of 12 in Bereshit.
Written on 190 lines, ranks 28th.
4 Parshiyot; 3 open, 1 closed.
112 pesukim - ranks 24th.
1558 words - ranks 24th.

MITZVOT

No mitzvot are counted from Vayeishev.

And if Yosef is such a good interpreter of 
dreams – well, he himself had 2 dreams. 
What does he make of his dreams? He 
dreamt of the brother’s bundles of wheat 
bowing to him. And of power, all bowing to 
him. Does he mull over his dreams every 
once in a while? Every week? Every day? He 
tells Paro that having 2 dreams implies that 
they will happen soon. He had 2 dreams. His 
dreams didn’t happen soon. Does he think 
they will still happen? After all, how soon is 
soon? A few days? Or 25 years?

SHABBAT CHANUKAH  
HAFTORAH: ZECHARIA 2:14-4:7

The special haftorah for Chanukah con-
tains the glorious vision of the golden Tem-
ple Menorah.

This hafotrah’s unique message was 
prophesied by Zecharia in close proximity 
to the building of the second Beit Hamik-
dash. Within this context this exquisite 
passage describes the exuberant joy that 
will prevail when Hashem’s presence 
returns to Yerushalayim.

Hashem, in Zecharia’s prophecy, pro-
ceeds to articulate the great reward await-
ing Yehoshua, the first Kohen Gadol to 
serve in the second Beit Hamikdash, if he 
and his descendants follow the ways of the 
Torah. The reward will be: “Behold! I will 
bring My Servant, the Shoot.” This is an 
allusion to the Mashiach, the ‘shoot’, the 
descendant of David.

Zecharia then powerfully witnesses in his 
mind’s eye a golden seven-branched Meno-
rah. An angel offers an explanation of the 
vision: “This is the word of the Lord to Zerub-
bavel - ‘Not by force and not by physical 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

might, by my spirit,” says the Lord of Hosts.” 
With these words the Navi conveys a 

message of hope and the promise that the 
redemption will surely arrive. The light of 
the Menorah is a symbol of God’s shechina, 
His holy presence, that will soon be mani-
fest in the land of Israel and will ultimately 
be visible for all humanity to behold. May 
that day come soon! 



16 TORAH TIDBITS 1543 / VAYEISHEV

3 STRAUSS STREET, JERUSALEM  |  PHONE 02-380-3060  |  OFFICE@JTC.ORG.IL

Come in. 
Let’s talk.
The Jerusalem  
Therapy Center  
Now Open

Quality and affordable care given  
by compassionate and  
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 A new year has begun - time to fix your furniture
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nice open patio + balcony to Old City view,  
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shops & restaurants on Aza Street, synagogues, 
The Jerusalem Theater, public transportation. 

Exclusive! Nava 053-6642512
OLD KATAMON 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com
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Thinking and 
Dreaming

When I recall the great teachers I was 
blessed with over the course of my lifetime, 
I realize that one thing comes to mind: they 
were a diverse group. This eclectic group 
included the gentle man who introduced 
me to the study of Chumash, Bible, when 
I was in fourth grade; the seventh-grade 
teacher who inspired me to read great lit-
erature and to try my hand at writing; the 
Talmudic scholar who turned me on to 
rabbinic study when I was about 18 years 
old; and the devout Roman Catholic psychi-
atrist who was my mentor when I trained 
to become a psychotherapist.

What did they all have in common? They 
all were thinkers and intellectuals, each in 
his own distinct field. And they were all 
imaginative. They combined sechel with 
regesh, intelligence with emotion, informa-
tion with creativity.

My fourth-grade teacher used pictorial 
materials, which he had personally designed 
using his own substantial artistic skills, to 
illustrate the Biblical stories we studied.

My seventh-grade teacher read to us as a 
reward at the end of a long day, made longer 
by the strain of a double curriculum. He read 
with great drama, moving us sometimes to 
tears and at other times to fits of laughter.

The rabbi who made Talmud study so 
exciting did so using stories of great Tal-
mudists over the ages, employing vivid 
imagery to convey the meaning of the most 
abstract texts.

And my mentor taught us how to under-
stand people. He especially taught us the 
importance of the dream. But he was not 
interested in the dreams of our patients. He 
was interested in our own dreams, and he 
insisted that we pay attention to our dreams 
as one way to know ourselves better, some-
thing which he considered an absolute 
requirement for an effective psychothera-
pist. “The way to cultivate the imagination 
necessary to know another person,” he 
would insist, “is to be aware of your own 
dreams and what they might mean.”

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat 
Vayeishev (Genesis 37:1-40:23) we meet 
Joseph, the dreamer. He was not the first per-
son in the Bible to dream. His great-grandfa-
ther Abraham dreamt and his father Jacob 
dreamt several times. But Joseph not only 
dreamt himself. He paid attention to the 
dreams of others: the chief baker and chief 
cupbearer in this week’s parsha, and King 
Pharaoh in next week’s parsha.

Joseph, though, was the first person in 
the Bible to attempt to interpret dreams. In 
modern terms, he was the first to use intel-
lect in order to analyze the quintessential 
product of the imagination, the dream. It is 
no wonder, then, that Joseph was the first 
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is clearly secondary. It is limited to the 
sensory world and cannot transcend it. It 
is inadequate when thought is required. 
Even the prophet, whom one would think 
exemplifies the imaginative person, is basi-
cally a philosopher blessed with an addi-
tional skill: imagination.

Rabbi Yehuda Halevi, on the other hand, 
sees the imagination in very positive 
terms. For him, it is an alternate way of 
perceiving the world and, in some ways, 
is a superior method of perception. The 
intellect can perceive the world of physi-
cal reality, whereas the imagination has 
access to spiritual reality, to the inyan eloki, 
the “God factor.” The prophet, according to 
Rabbi Yehuda Halevi, is essentially a mys-
tic, not a philosopher.

At this point, the reader might be wonder-
ing about the relevance of these philosophic 

person in the Bible who is referred to as a 
chacham, a wise man.

Jewish tradition has always revered 
the intellect. The paramount mitzvah 
in our religion is Talmud Torah, Torah 
study—an intellectual pursuit if there ever 
was one. We are proud of the towering 
geniuses in our history: Rabbi Akiva, who 
could “uproot mountains and grind them 
together” with the power of his intellect; 
Maimonides, who composed his com-
mentary on the Mishnah while still in his 
teens and went on to write his magiste-
rial code and his awesome philosophical 
treatise; the Gaon of Vilna, whose genius 
encompassed every aspect of Torah and 
extended into the fields of mathematics 
and astronomy.

But what about the imagination? What 
place does that have in our tradition? Is it 
suspect because it is not bound by reason? 
Is it acceptable but clearly secondary to 
rational thought? Is it in some way supe-
rior to the intellect?

The answer to these questions lies buried 
in the vast and daunting writings of two of 
our greatest philosophers: Maimonides, in 
his Guide to the Perplexed, and Rabbi Yehuda 
Halevi in his fascinating work, The Kuzari.

I can only briefly summarize the differ-
ing positions these two sages took on the 
subject of the koach hadimyon, the power 
of the imagination. I trust that the reader 
will understand that I am simplifying very 
complex ideas.

For Maimonides, reason is the essential 
quality of man. Intellect is all-powerful and 
all-important. Philosophical expertise is a 
prerequisite for spiritual achievement. The 
imagination, according to Maimonides, 
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discussions to our everyday lives. It is here 
that I resort to yet a fifth great “teacher” 
that I was blessed to have. This teacher is 
the product of the decades I have amassed 
working with people in the fields of educa-
tion, psychology, and the pulpit rabbinate. 
After all, isn’t experience the best teacher?

Experience has taught me that our imag-
inations help us achieve some very import-
ant interpersonal goals. First of all, our 
imaginations enable us to put ourselves in 
the shoes of another person, to sense what 
he or she is going through. This is the skill 
of empathy, which is so essential if we are 
to get along with others. To be able to feel 
what another person is feeling requires 
an active imagination. Too often, we are 
limited in our ability to empathize with 
another because we only know our own 
feelings and reactions and fail to compre-
hend that the other has different feelings 
and different reactions, even to the very 
same circumstances.

Imagination is not only important if we 
are to get along with others. It is also nec-
essary if we are to succeed in life, for suc-
cess requires the ability to envision new 
possibilities and creatively discover the 
options that are available in challenging 
circumstances. Problem-solving cannot be 
done with intellect alone. Flexibility and 
creativity and an imaginative vision are 
absolutely essential counterparts.

What made Joseph great? He was, as 
we will read next week, a chacham and a 
navon, a wise and discerning man. But he 
was also, as we read this week, a dreamer 
who could inquire empathically after the 
wellbeing of his fellow prisoners and ask 
them, “Why are you so downcast today?”

It was his imaginative capacity that 
allowed him to develop new options and to 
plan to avert the famine which threatened 
to annihilate the entire then-known world.

Joseph’s role in the history of our nation 
is as a model of the exquisite blending of 
intellect with imagination. This balance 
is required of all of us if we are to under-
stand each other, if we are going to succeed 
in life, and if we are to personally experi-
ence personal growth.

Joseph’s example is one that we are chal-
lenged to emulate and which we are assur-
edly capable of following in our own lives. 
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Is This  
Any Way to  
Introduce  
a Hero?

With the month of Nissan upon us, we 
return to the story of our nation’s birth, as 
Moshe rises to leadership and the exodus 
again unfolds.

Moshe’s yearly introduction in the text, 
however, is cause for pause. For some rea-
son, the Torah chooses to introduce the birth 
of the greatest leader we have ever known- 
in the most innocuous way possible.

“And a man went from the House of Levi 
and he took a daughter of Levi. And the 
woman conceived and gave birth to a son.”

Questions abound:
Why does the Torah depart from its usu-

al mode of describing an individual’s birth?
What does the seemingly superfluous 

phrase “and a man went…” indicate?
Why does the Torah omit any mention of 

Moshe’s lineage- to the point where even the 
names of his parents are deliberately omitted? 

Above all, is this any way to introduce 
a hero?

Compounding these questions is the fact 
that the omitted information concerning 
Moshe’s lineage is ultimately included in the 

Parsha that follows (why the information is 
given at that particular point is the subject 
of another article).

If the information concerning Moshe’s lin-
eage is eventually shared, why is it left out in 
the first place?

Numerous commentaries address the is-
sues before us…

Working within the realm of pshat, the 
Ibn Ezra suggests that, at the time of Moshe’s 
birth, the Israelites lived in many cities in 
Egypt. Through the phrase, “And a man 
went,” the Torah is simply informing us that 
Amram “went” from one Egyptian city to an-
other in order to marry Yocheved.

Perhaps the Ibn Ezra intends to emphasize 
that Yosef’s plan for his family’s descent into 
Egypt has, by this point, broken down. Orig-
inally meant to remain separate from the 
Egyptians in the land of Goshen, the Israel-
ites are assimilating into their surroundings.

The Ramban, however, takes issue with the 
Ibn Ezra’s interpretation, arguing that the To-
rah would have no reason to inform us con-
cerning a journey taken by Amram from one 
city to another. 

Instead, maintains the Ramban, the verb 
lalachet, “to go,” is often used in the text 
when a new and difficult step is about to 
be taken. By stating, Veyeilech ish, “And a 
man went,” the Torah underscores Am-
ram’s courageous willingness to marry in 
spite of Pharaoh’s harsh decrees.

The Ramban’s approach connects to a 

B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

MIDEI CHODESH
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L’shana Hazot
A message emerges from two words in 

the Talmud’s discussion of the Chanukah 
Festival- that is too important to ignore…

After briefly describing the Chash-
monean victory over the Syrian Greeks 
and the miracle of the sole remaining 
cruse of oil, the Talmud states: 

“L’shana acheret, to another year, [the 
rabbis] established and rendered [these 
eight days] permanent festival days with 
praise and thanksgiving.” 

The Talmudic record is clear. Chanukah 
was not established immediately as a festival, 
but only in conjunction with “another year.” 

Faced with this assertion, many com-
mentaries interpret the phrase l’shana 
acheret as referring to “the next year.” 
Chanukah was established as an ongoing 
festival, these scholars maintain, only one 
full year after the Chashmonean victory 
and the rededication of the Temple; once 
the rabbinic authorities recognized the full 
significance of the events that transpired 
under their watch.

If this is the case, however, why doesn’t 
the Talmud use the specific language 
l’shana ha’ba’a, literally, “in the coming 
year?” Even if Chanukah is established 
only a year later, what might the rabbis 
be teaching us through their use of the 
broader phrase l’shana acheret? 

A potential answer can be gleaned from 
the powerful observations of Rabbi Joseph 
Soloveitchik (the Rav) concerning Judaism’s 
approach to time. This great scholar identi-
fies three dimensions of “time awareness” 
as essential to the life of each Jew: retro-
spection, anticipation and appreciation:

Retrospection refers to man’s ability to 
re-experience the past in the present. What 
for others is only a memory, the Rav main-
tains, must become for the Jew a “creative 
living experience.” To lead meaningful 
Jewish lives, our personal journeys must be 
actively shaped by the events, and populated 
by the personalities of our peoples’ past.

Anticipation, according to the Rav, 
speaks of man’s projection of visions and 
aspirations into the future. Within this 
dimension, the Jew enters the realm of 
foresight and expectation. He recognizes 
the need to act now, in order to propel his 
dreams, and his people’s dreams, forward.

The third and final dimension of 
time-awareness, appreciation, is the most 
crucial of all. Here, the challenge is to recog-
nize the unique nature of the here and now. 

So central is the dimension of appreci-
ation, according to the Rav, that it lends 
meaning to the other two dimensions. 
“Retrospection and anticipation are sig-
nificant only insofar as they transform the 
present.” The past and future are valueless 
to the Jew, the Rav maintains, unless they 
affect the way he/she acts now.

Appreciation is also the most difficult 

CHANUKAH



OU ISRAEL CENTER 23

ARE YOU ADDICTED TO SUGAR? ARE YOU ADDICTED TO SUGAR? 

Get free from food obsession
Improve metabolic health
Lose weight without hunger

Z i p p i  L i v n e h
Nurse, Certified Food Addiction Counselor

info@zlivneh.cominfo@zlivneh.com055-6644854055-6644854

If yes, another diet is NOT the solution, THIS PROGRAM IS!

SUGAR-FREE RECOVERY   SUGAR-FREE RECOVERY   

of the three dimensions to enter. To fully 
“appreciate” our times, we must learn to 
view our lives through the lens of history. 
We must judge ourselves as we will be 
judged in the future; but we must render 
that judgment now. 

Lessons from the past are easily accessed 
through hindsight… 

Visions of a glorious future are readily 
imagined… 

A true appreciation of the present 
moment’s significance, however, can 
remain elusive. 

Centuries ago, the Hasmoneans saved 
Judaism, only to ultimately fall victim to 
their own excesses and lost perspective. 

Could the Talmud be hinting at one of 
the reasons? 

Perhaps the rabbis are teaching us that: 
had our ancestors appreciated the true sig-
nificance of the Chanukah victories imme-
diately-and not only in retrospect, l’shana 
acheret -they would have successfully 
retained their footing in a turbulent world.

The message for our day could not be 
clearer…

We can’t wait for a shana acheret…
The wrenching events of these past 

weeks have created turning points in the 
history of the Jewish State, in the story of 
World Jewry and in the global fight against 
evil. These are clearly historic moments; 
moments when our nation’s past, present, 
and future instantly collide.

The decisions made, and the actions taken, 
in the days and weeks ahead will shape 
the course of events for years to come. The 
immediate call to action- from the battlefield, 
to the halls of government, to the volunteer 
home front- rings loud and clear.

The need to appreciate the full import of 
our moment in time has never been greater.

May HaShem grant our leaders the 
wisdom to steer the nation securely over 
the treacherous terrain that lies ahead. 
Make He protect our soldiers, grant them 
success in their missions and a safe return 
home. And, may He provide us all with the 
strength to rise to the challenges before us, 
l’shana hazot, this year. 
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Speech 
Therapy

From Vayeishev to the end of the book of 
Bereishit we read the story of Joseph and 
his brothers. From the very beginning we 
are plunged into a drama of sibling rivalry 
that seems destined to end in tragedy. 

All the elements are there, and it begins 
with ominous parental favouritism. Jacob 
loved Joseph more than his other sons. The 
Torah says this was because “he had been 
born to him in his old age.” But we also 
know it was because Joseph was the first 
son of his beloved Rachel, who had been 
infertile for many years.

Jacob gave this favouritism a visible symbol, 
the richly ornamented robe or coat of many 
colours that he commissioned for him. The 
mere sight of this coat served as constant 
provocation to the brothers. In addition there 
were the bad reports Joseph brought to his 
father about his half-brothers, the children of 
the handmaids. And by the fourth verse of the 
parsha we read the following:

When his brothers saw that their father 
loved him more than any of them, they hated 

him, velo yachlu dabro le-shalom. Gen. 37:4
What is the meaning of this last phrase? 

Here are some of the standard translations:
They could not speak a kind word to him. 

They could not speak peacefully to him. 
They could not speak to him on friendly terms.

Rabbi Yonatan Eybeschutz, however, 
recognised that the Hebrew construction 
is strange. Literally it means, “they could 
not speak him to peace.” What might this 
mean? Rabbi Eybeschutz refers us to the 
command in Vayikra 19:17:

You shall not hate your brother in your 
heart. You shall surely reprimand your 
neighbour and not bear sin because of 
him. Lev. 19:17

This is how Maimonides interprets this 
command as it relates to interpersonal 
relations:

When a person sins against another, the 
injured party should not hate the offender 
and keep silent . . . it is his duty to inform 
the offender and say to him, why did you 
do this to me? Why did you sin against me 
in this matter? . . . If the offender repents 
and pleads for forgiveness, he should be 
forgiven. Hilchot Deot 6:6

Rabbi Eybeschutz’s point is simple. Had 
the brothers been able to speak to Joseph 
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they might have told him of their anger 
at his talebearing, and of their distress 
at seeing the many-coloured coat. They 
might have spoken frankly about their 
sense of humiliation at the way their father 
favoured Rachel over their mother Leah, 
a favouritism that was now being carried 
through into a second generation. Joseph 
might have come to understand their feel-
ings. It might have made him more modest 
or at least more thoughtful. But lo yachlu 
dabro le-shalom. They simply couldn’t 
bring themselves to speak. As Nachma-
nides writes, on the command: You shall 
not hate your brother in your heart”:

“Those who hate tend to hide their hate 
in their heart.”

We have here an instance of one of the 
Torah’s great insights, that conversation is 
a form of conflict resolution, whereas the 
breakdown of speech is often a prelude to 
violent revenge.

The classic case is that of Absalom and 
Amnon, two half-brothers who were 
sons of king David. In a shocking episode, 
Amnon rapes Absalom’s sister Tamar:

Tamar put ashes on her head and tore the 
ornate tunic that she wore; she put her hand to 
her head and went off, weeping as she went. 

And Absalom, her brother, said to her, 
“Has your brother Amnon been with you? 
For now, my sister, be silent; he is your 
brother. Do not take this affair to heart.” 

And Tamar remained, forlorn, in the house 
of her brother Absalom. When King David 
heard all about this affair, he was absolutely 
livid. And Absolom would not speak a word 
to Amnon, neither good nor bad, for Absolom 
despised Amnon for having violated Tamar, 
his sister. 2 Samuel 13:19-22
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Absalom maintained his silence for two 
years. Then he invited all of David’s sons 
for a feast at the time of sheep-shearing, 
and ordered his servants to wait until 
Amnon was drunk and then kill him, 
which they did. 

Hate grows in silence. It did with Absa-
lom. It did with Joseph’s brothers. Before 
the chapter ends, we see them plot to kill 
Joseph, then throw him into a pit, and then 
sell him into slavery. It is a terrible story 
and led directly to the Israelites’ exile and 
slavery in Egypt.

The Talmud (Brachot 26b) uses the 
phrase, ein sichah ela tefillah, which lit-
erally means, “Conversation is a form of 
prayer,” because in opening ourselves up 
to the human other, we prepare ourselves 
for the act of opening ourselves up with 
the Divine Other, which is what prayer is: a 
conversation with God.

Conversation does not, in and of itself, 
resolve conflict. Two people who are open 
with one another may still have clashing 
desires or competing claims. They may 
simply not like one another. There is no 
law of predetermined harmony in the 
human domain. But conversation means 
that we recognise one another’s human-
ity. At its best it allows us to engage in role 
reversal, seeing the world from the other’s 

point of view. Think of how many real and 
intractable conflicts, whether in the per-
sonal or political domain, might be trans-
formed if we could do that.

In the end Joseph and his brothers had to 
live through real trauma before they were 
able to recognise one another’s humanity, 
and much of the rest of their story – the 
longest single narrative in the Torah – is 
about just that.

Judaism is about the God who cannot 
be seen, who can only be heard; about the 
God who created the universe with words 
and whose first act of kindness to the first 
human being was to teach him how to 
use words. Jews, even highly secular Jews, 
have often been preoccupied with lan-
guage. Wittgenstein understood that phi-
losophy is about language.

Levi Strauss saw cultures as forms of lan-
guage. Noam Chomsky and Steven Pinker 
pioneered study of the language instinct. 
George Steiner has written about transla-
tion and the limits of language.

The Sages were eloquent in speaking 
about the dangers of lashon hara, “evil 
speech,” the power of language to fracture 
relationships and destroy trust and good-
will. But there is evil silence as well as evil 
speech. It is no accident that at the very 
beginning of the most fateful tale of sibling 
rivalry in Bereishit, the role – specifically the 
failure – of language is alluded to, in a way 
missed by virtually all translations. Joseph’s 
brothers might have “spoken him to peace” 
had they been open, candid and willing to 
communicate. Speech broke down at the 
very point where it was needed most.

Words create; words reveal; words com-
mand; words redeem. Judaism is a religion 

May the Torah learning in this issue 
of Torah Tidbits be  לעילוי נשמת

חיים דוד בן ישעיה אלטר ז”ל
Herb Sunshine z”l

on his 7th yahrzeit
כ”ז כסלו-נר שלישי של חנוכה

Noni and Eddie Weiss and family
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

of holy words. For words are the narrow 
bridge across the abyss between soul and 
soul, between two human beings, and 
between humanity and God.

Language is the redemption of solitude, 
and the mender of broken relationships. 
However painful it is to speak about our 
hurt, it is more dangerous not to do so. 
Joseph and his brothers might have been 
reconciled early on in their lives, and thus 
spared themselves, their father, and their 
descendants, much grief. Revealing pain is 
the first step to healing pain.

Speech is a path to peace. 
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In a small lane of  
the German Colony -  
Unique Authentic house  
of 700m built on a huge 
plot of 1,200m - perfect for 
making an apartment  
building or a tremendous 
private house - Potential to 
build up to 2,000m.  
DEBORAH 054-4804767

Charming unique  
small private house on  
a small alley of Baka -  
250m built at top standard, 
private pool, beautiful garden 
and deck, 6 bedrooms,  
very attractive price!  

BEST INVESTMENT - 
PRESALE new development 
close to Baka - 2,3,4 and  
5 rooms, terraces, gardens, 
private parking, ready  
in 3 years, great terms  
of payment!

APPRECIATION 
for ROLENE SEGAL 

A tribute to ROLENE who until its recent  
closure served as the volunteer chief librarian  

at the AACI and before that at AMIT.  
And previously for her tireless efforts for the 

Jewish school, youth movement and shul in her 
hometown, Cape Town. All this in addition to 
being a devoted wife to the late Edward z"l  

and a loving and caring matriarch to her ever 
growing clan from TELOS and onwards.

ROLENE - always gracious and compassionate.
Biz 120 - B'ezrat  Hashem

From just one of the multitude  
who are enriched by her friendship  
and inspired by her selfless efforts.

Colin Robinson
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can be viewed by 
visiting the OU Israel Video archive: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

This year, the only Shabbat that coin-
cides with Chanukah is Shabbat Parashat 
Vayeishev - not Parashat Miketz. This con-
fluence is rather rare as it occurs but once 
in ten years, on the average. Nonetheless, 
this unique occurrence does not impact 
the choice of the haftarah, as the selec-
tion remains the same as on every Shab-
bat Chanukah, i.e. a reading from Sefer 
Zecharya, prakim 2-4, which is also read 
on Shabbat Parashat B’ha’alot’cha.

The exultant opening of the haftarah 
in which Zecharya promises G-d’s return 
to Israel, reflects the reality that faced 
Zecharya’s generation, Jews who were 
returning from the Babylonian exile, and 
were struggling to rebuild the Beit HaMik-
dash. The prophet’s promise that Hashem 
would, once again, “dwell in your midst”, 
i.e. through the “new” Beit HaMikdash, 
was certainly a welcomed one to the 
nation and, in fact, echoed the exact prom-
ise made by Chaggai – a contemporary of 
Zecharya – who also urged the returnees 
to build Bayit Sheni and promised that 
Hashem “v’ertzeh bo v’ikavda” – would be 
pleased with the Mikdash and be honored 
(through it). Chazal saw the rededication 
of the purified Beit HaMikdash by the 
Chashmona’im as form of “reconstruction” 
of Bayit Sheni by the returning exiles of 
Chaggai’s time. Our Tanna’im (early rab-
binic scholars) regarded both events to be 
the fulfillment of the promised return of 

Hashem’s presence to Yerushalayim. 
The second vision of the navi, the image 

of the Menorah and its lights, creates the 
obvious connection to Shabbat Chanukah 
and is therefore the most familiar reason 
given as to why the haftarah was chosen to 
be read on Chanukah.

These two visions are certainly convinc-
ing links to Chanukah, but we would be 
remiss in our study were we to ignore the 
introductory section Zecharya’s nevu’ah 
that, at first glance, does not seem to be 
connected to the holiday at all. The prophet 
describes a scene in which the Sahtahn 
stands to the right of Yehoshua, the Kohen 
Gadol, in order to condemn him and pre-
vent him from fulfilling his mission of 
returning the sacrificial rite to the Temple. 
It appears that Chazal saw this as a parallel 
to the many obstacles that faced the Chash-
mona’im that would “prevent” or hinder 
their efforts to rededicate the defiled Mik-
dash. G-d Himself responds by defending 
Yehoshua and reprimanding the Sahtahn 
for daring to attack one who had “survived 
a conflagration” (“ud mutzal ne’eish”). 

I would submit that Hashem’s message 
was directed not to the Kohen Gadol alone 
but to his entire generation. Throughout 
his sefer, Zecharya speaks points to the 
shortcomings of this generation in an 
effort to have them repair their ways – 
criticism that could easily have the people 
believe that their efforts to rebuild Jewish 

CHANUKAH
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ANYONE so insensitive or so selfish to find 
reason to chastise the generation who, like 
that of Chaggai, struggles against enemies 
who endeavor to chase them out of their 
land - a mere 75-80 years after their near 
destruction? Or would there be anyone 
with the chutzpa to join in the despica-
ble effort of defending the slaughter of 
innocents, babies and elderly, of the very 
descendants of that “ud mutzal me’esh”?

Who could ever do such a thing? 
YES! 
A Sahtahn!
The message for Chanukah is a message 

for all time. So when we see these followers 
of Sahtahn criticizing and condemning, we 
can be confident that “yig’ar b’cha Hashem”- 
G-d will denounce them and will continue to 
defend the “ud mutzal me’esh”! 

life once more was doomed to failure. For 
that reason, G-d teaches Yehoshua and His 
entire nation that the promised redemp-
tion would arrive - despite their sins - as 
Hashem understands fully the great suffer-
ing Israel had endured. 

G-d’s message should echo in our ears 
for His condemnation of the Sahtahn 
applies to all those who fail to stand behind 
Hashem’s nation when they struggle to 
return and rebuild. He denounces those 
who criticize the “ud mutzal me’esh”, the 
generation of survivors, those who rebuild 
their own lives in their homeland and who 
thirst to return to G-d and His Torah by 
reestablishing yeshivot and batei Knesset! 

Who, after all, would dare to censure 
those who marched from Holocaust to 
Independence, from the ghettos of Europe 
to the Army of Israel? Could there be 
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Together we will win! 
“A little light drives out much darkness.  

May we all help light up the world”. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 

 

 
Hillel St, City Center 

Pre-sale opportunity by Jerusalem Spirit 
127sqm apartment, sukkah balc., parking 
storage, in luxury project. Currently rented 

long-term w/ good ROI. NIS 5,400,000 
Orna Even  054-621-6069 

 

 
HaOranim St, Karnei Shomron 

 A private row house! 4 rooms with 2.5 
bathrooms. An ensuite room! A private 

front and back yard. Completely renovated!  
NIS 2,080,000 

Micha Paul   052-511-6340 
 

 
Bolivia St, Kiryat HaYovel 

New Penthouse w/ Spectacular View, 6th 
Floor, 4 rooms, 79 sqm + Sukkah Porch  

(76 sqm), Parking, Shabbat Elevator, 
Wheelchair Accessible. NIS 3,150,000  
Shlomo Benzaquen   052-601-4411 

 

 
Ramada Hotel, Kiryat Moshe 

2 adj. furnished suites 50 sqm master 
bedrm, living area, kitchen, balcony, 

shabbat elevator + amenities (2 pools, 
lobby, gym). ROI of 8.5% NIS 2,690,000  

Shlomo Benzaquen  052-601-4411 
 

 

 

  
Yehuda/ Yocheved St, Baka 

Multi Family HOME -heart of BAKA! 3 
properties - ONE PRICE!  Duplex (5 rms) + 

3 rm w/terrace + studio apt + 2 parking 
spots! NIS 10,400,000 )$2,900,000) 

Alyssa Friedland   +972 54-668-4111 

 

 

 
Abu Tor/ Baka  

 Magnificent Old Arab Garden apartment,  
2 bedroom /2 full baths (72 sqm), 

 high ceilings, mosaic floors,  
large private garden. NIS 2,950,000 

Alyssa Friedland   +972 54-668-4111 
 

 
Mekor Haim St, Mekor Haim 

bedroom 2 bath, -Beautifully designed 3
Parking, storage, Shabbat elevator. 

95sqm + 5.4sqm Sukkah balcony  
NIS 4,000,000 

Hila Sanders 058-688-8198 

Beitar St, Arnona 
Bulding is after Tama 38! 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 70 Sqm, 
balcony, storage, elevator and a safe room 

NIS 2,390,000 
Micha Paul   052-511-6340 

 
Tsipora St, Baka 

Great investment opportunity - heart of 
BAKA!  

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, balcony, storage 
and elevator. NIS 2,750,000 
Micha Paul   052-511-6340 

 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one search away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh

Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Chanukah:  
Obvious and Subtle Miracles

The Talmud in Eirchin (10) enumerates 
eighteen days on which we recite the com-
plete Hallel prayer in Israel. This includes: 
eight days of Succot, eight days of Chanukah, 
the first day of Pesach (the rest of Pesach we 
recite half of Hallel for various reasons), and 
on the yom tov of Atzeret (Shavuot).1

CRITERIA FOR HALLEL 
The gemara then addresses each holiday 

to better understand the impetus for recit-
ing the complete Hallel. The gemara con-
cludes that to recite the complete Hallel, the 
day has to have at least one of the following 
criteria: (i) it is labeled a mo’ed – a holiday 
(as opposed to Shabbat), (ii) a special sacri-
fice is offered on that date, and (iii) there is a 
prohibition on conducting melacha (work). 

The gemara then questions why we 
recite the complete Hallel on Chanukah. 
The holiday of Chanukah does not satisfy 
the above established criteria. It is not 
labeled a mo’ed, work is not prohibited 
and there is no special sacrifice offered 
on Chanukah. The gemara suggests that 
the reason we recite the complete Hallel 
on Chanukah is “mishum nisah”- due to 
“the miracle”. All the other days on which 

1. In the diaspora there are 21 days, since the 
following days are added: second day of Pesah, 
Shavuot and Succot. 

we recite the complete Hallel is due to the 
holiness of the day (kedushat hayom). Cha-
nukah is the only time of the year that we 
recite the complete Hallel due to a miracle 
that transpired.

On Purim we also experienced a “nes”, 
a miracle – so why do we not complete 
the Hallel on Purim? The gemara pro-
vides three explanations: (i) the miracle 
occurred outside of Israel; (ii) we were still 
under Ahashveirosh’s rule (avadim) and 
not totally free; and (iii) the Megillah itself 
is a form of praise, so there is no need to 
recite the Hallel prayer itself. 
WHICH MIRACLE OF CHANUKAH?

Now that we established that one is to 
recite the complete Hallel on Chanukah due 
to the “miracle” – which miracle is the moti-
vation that triggered this obligation? There 
are two major miracles that are connected 
to the Chanukah story. One is the war, where 
the weak and few were victorious over the 
strong and many. The second miracle is that 
the small jug of oil that contained enough oil 
to light the menorah for one night, lasted for 
eight days. When the gemara deduces that 
we are to recite the complete Hallel on Cha-
nukah due to the “miracle” – to which mira-
cle is the gemara implying? 

The gemara in Shabbat (21) inquires 

CHANUKAH
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about Chanukah and concludes that Cha-
nukah was established as a festival to 
commemorate the miracle that transpired 
with the pach shemen – the oil jug, that 
contained a small amount of oil that should 
have sufficed for one night only and mirac-
ulously illuminated the Menorah for eight 
days! Surprisingly, the military victory is not 
highlighted, other than being referenced to 
describe how we returned to the Temple 
to light the Menorah. This is in contrast to 
the “Al Hanissim” prayer that we include in 
birchat hamazon and in the amida prayer 
(after Modim), whose focus is primarily on 
the military victory (מסרת גבורים ביד חלשים - 
the few were victories over the many….).
MAHARAL – SIGNIFICANCE OF PACH SHEMEN

The Maharal MiPrague is curious why 
a holiday would be declared solely due to 
the fact that we were able to fulfill a mitzva 
– the lighting of the menorah? True it was 
miraculous that a small amount of oil 
lasted for eight days, but isn’t the fact that 
our enemy sought to annihilate us spiri-
tually and physically and failed to do so, a 
more significant reason for a celebration? 

The Maharal suggests that by under-
standing what the Greeks sought to 
accomplish, we can better comprehend the 
significance of the miracle of pach hash-
emen. The Greek’s desire was to wipe out 
the study of Torah and the observance of 
mitzvot. In general, a miracle to enable Am 
Yisrael to perform a mitzva may not be a 
good reason to declare a holiday. However, 
since preventing us from the performance 
of mitzvot was the Greek’s whole purpose, 
we celebrate the miracle that enabled us to 
defeat their purpose.

The Maharal’s explanation resolves why 



34 TORAH TIDBITS 1543 / VAYEISHEV

the gemara in Shabbat focuses on the mir-
acle of pach hashemen as the miracle with 
respect to which the holiday of Chanukah was 
declared. However, there seems to be a con-
flicting gemara, that suggests that the primary 
miracle was indeed the military victory.
RASHI – WHEN TO RECITE HALLEL

The gemara in Pesachim (117) references 
the recitation of Az Yashir Moshe following 
the crossing of Yam Suf. The gemara then 
inquires as to when one is obligated to 
recite Hallel and concludes that the proph-
ets later on enacted that we should recite 
Hallel when we experience a dangerous 
situation (צרה) and are redeemed (נגאלין). 
Rashi explains how to classify a tzara – a 
dangerous situation: 
ועל כל צרה שלא תבא עליהם - לישנא מעליא 
צרה  תבוא  ושלום  חס  שאם  כלומר  דנקט  הוא 
עליהן ויושעו ממנה אומרים אותו על גאולתן כגון 

חנוכה )רש”י שם(
…If Bnei Yisrael are chas v’shalom in a 

tzara (dire situation) and are redeemed, 
Hallel is recited – for example - Chanukah. 

In other words, in providing an explana-
tion as to what is considered a dangerous 
situation from which we were liberated 
that would require the recitation of Hallel, 
Chanukah is cited as the obvious example. 
This links the recitation of Hallel to the mil-
itary victory, in contrast to the conclusion 
of the gemara in Shabbat cited above. 
OBVIOUS MIRACLES

The Maharal explains a very important 
idea. Really, the primary reason that we 
celebrate Chanukah is to commemorate 
the miraculous military victory over the 
mighty Greek army. However, there is a 
risk that people may attribute the military 
victory to the clever strategies and shrewd 

guerilla tactics of the Hashmonaim. The 
hand of God may be overlooked. Through-
out history military victories are attributed 
to wise generals and great warriors and 
people may forsake the role of the mes-
sengers in the place of the Commander 
in Chief – the Almighty above! That is 
why God performed another miracle that 
cannot be forsaken for a natural event. A 
small jug of oil lasted for eight days. This 
apparent miracle will lead the people 
to understand that the other events that 
transpired, like the military victory were 
also acts designed from Above.

According to the Maharal, it seems that 
the main reason for the recitation of the 
complete Hallel on Chanukah is due to 
the miraculous military victory. The nes 
pach hashemen occurred so that all would 
understand that the related events, like the 
war, were in fact acts of God.
CONNECTION BETWEEN TWO MIRACLES 
OF CHANUKAH- QUALITY VS QUANTITY

Rav Mirsky (Hegyonei Halacha) posits that 
it is not a random selection of two distinct 
miracles, a war and a jug of oil. There is a 
substantive connection between these two 
miracles. The miracle of the pach shemen 
highlights quality over quantity. A small 
amount of oil can be of such quality that 
it lasts for eight days. Each night only one 
eighth had to burn to kindle the flame. That 
is identical to the miracle of the defeat of 
the Greek army. A small, outnumbered and 
weak nation can overcome a larger, stronger 
and more experienced army. The quan-
tity of the Jewish people was insignificant. 
Hakadosh Barukh Hu provided us with the 
ability to perform with such quality that we 
were able to outsmart our opponent.
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SUMMARY
Why do we recite the complete Hallel on 

Chanukah? The gemara in Shabbat seems 
to suggest that it is to commemorate the 
miracle of pach hashemen. Rashi in mess-
cehet Pesachim records the military vic-
tory as the primary reason for the recita-
tion of Hallel on Chanukah. The Maharal 
resolves the seemingly conflicting views, 
by suggesting that the military victory is 
the main trigger for the recitation of com-
plete Hallel on Chanukah, but the miracle 
of pach shemen was necessary so that the 
military victory will be attributed to God 
as well and not to the might of man. May 
we be able to appreciate the many mira-
cles both natural and supernatural that 
Hashem performs and that we encounter 
in our daily lives. 

New!
Israel’s  
premium
wine
concierge 

BECOME A MEMBER 
WHATSAPP +972 50-709-0068

EMAIL HELLO@CORKANDCELLAR.NET
VISIT CORKANDCELLAR.NET

At Cork & Cellar, we curate
your collection from 5,000+
bottles sourced worldwide —
and store it for you in our
precisely controlled and fully
insured cellar.

ALSO OFFERING
FINE CUBAN

CIGARS 
High-quality Cuban

cigars, accessories
included. Great for

gifts.

Watch your wines appreciate in value as
they mature in taste

Save with significant discounts that we
pass on to our members

Manage your collection from our app and
request delivery across Israel

MONTHLY WINE 
CLUB

A curated case of wine
at your door every
month. Select your
taste and budget.

WINE TASTING EVENTS
Delicious entertainment for events, parties,

and smachot. Explore new flavors.
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STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES, 
STRENGTHENING ISRAEL.

COMMUNITY 
GRANTS

FOR OLIM FROM THE NORTH & SOUTH
EMERGENCY FUND

For more information about these initiatives:

Strengthening Olim in Times of Crisis

WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/WAR-EFFORTS

Nefesh B’Nefesh is staying focused on its responsibilities and 
unique capabilities committing our efforts to three main areas: 
Relief for Olim in distress, support for our Lone Soldiers and  

their families, and recruitment and coordination of volunteer 
physicians to bolster Israel’s national health care system.
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES

Faculty, OU Israel Center
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Faculty, OU Israel Center

Thanksgiving 
Thought

Every holiday has a main motif that 
expresses its unique character and energy. 
We experience Pesach as a time of free-
dom, we celebrate Shavuot with a renewed 
sense of kabalat haTorah and we feel the 
embrace of emunah on Sukkot. Chanukah 
personifies the concept of “le’hodot u’le’hal-
lel,” to give thanks and praise. Rav Aron 
Kotler in Mishnat Reb Aron explains that 
Chanukah is a unique holiday in that its 
whole focus is dedicated to spirituality, to 
be mindful and reflect on the infinite kind-
nesses of Hashem.

Indeed, the Mussar masters note that 
this is the purpose of lighting the chanukia. 
In Haneirot Hallalu, we affirm that we 
light the candles, “ke’dei le’hodot u’le’hallel 
le’Shimcha hagadol,” so that we may give 
thanks and praise to Your great Name. One 
may not derive physical benefit from the 
candles since their only purpose is to invoke 
feelings of gratitude to Hashem. A mashal is 
given to illustrate this idea. Imagine giving 
a list of things to buy to your friend who is 
traveling abroad. Upon her return you ask 
if she remembered the list. “Of course!” 
she responds, “I read it every day!” When 
you ask her for the items, she looks at you 
incredulously, “was I supposed to buy the 

items? I thought I was only obligated to 
read the list!” How ludicrous! Yet this is 
essentially what we do if we recite Hanei-
rot Hallalu without actually expressing our 
recognition and appreciation to Hashem for 
His unending goodness. It is like reading the 
list without delivering the goods.

Rav Friedlander in Siftei Chayim explains 
that we give thanks not only for the miracles 
of the oil and the military victory, but also for 
every miracle that Hashem has done for us. 
The Rambam writes that “one should take 
care to publicize the miracle and to increase 
his praise to Hashem and express gratitude 
for the miracles He has done for us.” The 
switch from the singular to the plural teaches 
us that the Chanukah miracle is the impetus 
for us to express our indebtedness for every 
miracle, overt and hidden, that Hashem con-
tinuously does at all times.

Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev in Kedu-
shat Levi explains that this may be one of 
the reasons we light candles as the evening 
sets in. Just as the lights of the menorah 
illuminate the darkness, we must find Hash-
em’s light in the darkness of our physical 
world. Although the mitzvah of Chanukah 
is about publicizing the miracle, we specif-
ically light single wick candles, not torches, 
to highlight our obligation to discern Hash-
em’s Presence in each small occurrence in 
life, not only in the major ones. 

We light the candles at night, but we 
devote the entire day to giving thanks. As 
we recite the full Hallel every day of the 

CHANUKAH
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deserves to feel
safe at home

in their relationship!

EveryoneEveryone

Shalom Task Force Hotline:
Tel/Message/Whatsapp
888-883-2323
www.shalomtaskforce.org

Bat Melech Hotline:
1-800-292-333
972-2-6338927
www.batmelech.org
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chag, we should feel an overwhelming grat-
itude for the constant chesed of Hashem. 
May this feeling accompany us throughout 
the year; as this is the essence of a Yehudi, 
le’hodot, to acknowledge and appreciate. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, December 12th - Rabbi Brietowitz's shiur 

is sponsored in memory of Dr. Jason Wolfe  
- Yosef Shimon ben Avraham Isaac & Rivka  

on his 9th Yartzeit by his wife, Vera Schwarcz

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein's Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 - 2024 academic year  

by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"l 
מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז"ל

Rabbi Adler’s Shiur 
 is sponsored for the 2023-2024 academic year by the Frist family  
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister Elisheva Frist a"h 

אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע"ה 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 

לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents, 

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l - 
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur -  
Minchat Chinuch  

is sponsored for the academic year 2023  
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman 

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by 

Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 
Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year 

לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Resumes
Oct 15th

Call to 
check
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DOROT - The OU Women's 
Intergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob  

052-384-7230

Monday Evenings 7:00-9:00pm

Call to check

רפואה שלמה
Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

Chana bat Bruriah
Benzion Simcha Mendel Ben Chana Rachel

Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel

Leah Naomi bat Tova
Pesach ben Sarah Frieda

אברהם יהושע בן פרל באהדנא
לב אייזיק בן אולגה
יהונתן בן מחלה

AM
YISRAEL

for an
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

Call to check
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of 
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of 
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Together
Orphaned of both parents at a young 

age, Reb Yehudah Leib Alter was raised 
by his grandparents, Rebbetzin Feige 
and Rebbe Yitzchak Meir, the “Chidushei 
HaRi’m”, the first Gerer Rebbe. With the 
untimely passing of Reb Yehuda Leib’s 
father, attention began to turn toward 
Reb Yehudah Leib, in hopes that the child 
prodigy would one day be a successor. 
After the petira of the Chidushei HaRim, as 
well as his disciple, the tzadik, Rebbe Cha-
noch Henoch of Alexander, all eyes turned 
expectantly to Reb Yehuda Leib. The young 
man was already renowned for his bril-
liance, hasmada and stellar character. 

However, Reb Yehudah Leib felt unready 
and hesitant to cede to the pressure to 
ascend and assume leadership of the kehil-
lah. Filling his illustrious grandfather’s 
shoes was a role meant for his father! 
Finally, at the behest of many elders and 
family members, he tremblingly accepted 
the task, and began to pray for the strength 
and awareness it would take to fill the spir-
itual needs of the community. 

On the first Leil Shabbos of his leadership, 
an inaugural tish was to be held. Reb Yehu-
dah Leib arrived a little late, and stepped 
slowly into the hall. The place was packed; 
the entire community, from learned sages 
to star-struck children, were all waiting 

breathlessly to greet their new rebbe. Reb 
Yehudah Leib took one look at the empty 
Rebbisheh chair, the royal throne of his 
grandfather at the head of the table, and 
shook his head in disapproval. He moved 
to the side, to the middle of the table, and 
sat alongside the chasidim. Halten zich tzu-
zamen, he said, “Let’s hold on together….” 

Under his direction as rebbe and av beis 
din, Ger eventually became the largest Cha-
sidic court in all of Europe. And thus the 
“Sefas Emes” became universally appreci-
ated and eternally beloved, along with his 
classic Torah commentary by that name.

לוֹם  ְ לוֹם אַחֶיךָָ וְאֶת־ש� ְ וַי�אֹמֶר לוֹ לֶךְָ־נָא רְאֵה אֶת־ש�
באֹ  וַי�ָ חֶבְרוֹן  מֵעֵמֶק  לָחֵהו�  ְ ש� וַי�ִ בָר  ד�ָ בֵנִי  ִ וַהֲש� אֹן  הַצ�

כֶמָה: ְ ש�
So he said to him, “Go now and see to 

your brothers’ welfare and the welfare of 
the flocks, and bring me back word.” So he 
sent him from the valley of Hebron, and he 
came to Shechem.
אָלֵהו� הָאִיש�  ְ ש� דֶה וַי�ִ ָ ש�� ה תעֶֹה ב�ַ מְצָאֵהו� אִיש� וְהִנ�ֵ וַי�ִ

: ש� בַק�ֵ לֵאמרֹ מַה־ת�ְ
Then a man found him, and behold, he 

was straying in the field, and the man asked 
him, saying, “What are you looking for?”
א לִי אֵיפהֹ  ידָה־נ�ָ ש� הַג�ִ וַי�אֹמֶר אֶת־אַחַי אָנכִֹי מְבַק�ֵ

הֵם רעִֹים:
And he said, “I am looking for my broth-

ers. Tell me now, where are they pasturing?” 
(37:14-16)

CHANUKAH
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German Colony-New Project

132 sqm ,4br, garden apt , parking- 7.5M nis

German Colony-New Project

132 sqm ,4br, garden apt , parking- 7.5M nis

Private house - Villa , o�e o� a �i��

Talbieh border German Colony

Private house - �illa , one o� a kind

Talbieh border �erman Colony

 Whatsapp : 052-2636656
usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899
www.daniels-assets.com

For a large selection of properties, go to:

Old Katamon-Amazing villa

Over 1000 sqm plot ,650 sqm house..

Old Katamon-Amazing villa

Over 1000 sqm plot ,650 sqm house..

Exclusive offers to our clientsExclusive offers to our clients
Gershon Agron 24, Mamilla - Jerusalem

Old Katamon-New and ready

3br,2bath, succah,view,storage-3���M 

Old Katamon-New and ready

3br,2bath, succah,view,storage-3.�5M 

David Crown complex

136sqm ,1�sqm terrace, concierge ...  

David Crown complex

136sqm ,15sqm terrace, concierge ...  

BAKA-NEW PROJECT 2-4br 

contact us �or pre-sa�e o��ers

BAKA-NEW PROJECT 2-4br 

contact us �or pre-sale o��ers

Rechavia - Ben Maimon blvd.

140 sqm ,5br , 4 ba��o!��s, shabbat ���vator

Rechavia - �en �aimon blvd.

140 sqm ,5br , 4 baclonies, shabbat elevator

Baka Superb duplex pe�thou�e

167 sqm, 4br, terrace , view ,etc

Baka �uperb duplex penthouse

167 sqm, 4br, terrace , view ,etc

Call now: 077-9973185 עם ישראל חי!

Psychologist Carl Jung mapped out 
archetypes that represent innate, universal 
patterns and images that are part of the 
collective unconscious, and believed that 
we inherit these ‘archetypes’ much in the 
way that we inherit instinctive modes of 
behavior. ‘Archetypes’ include universal, 
inborn patterns and personality templates 
that influence the way we live and act. 

The ‘shadow archetype’ represents the parts 
of our personalities, thoughts, impulses and 
middos that we would prefer to disavow. These 
may include negative instincts, weaknesses, 
desires and shortcomings — dynamics that, 
when expressed may be socially unacceptable, 
and also offensive in our own value system 
and moral compass. For example, a ‘shadow’ 
may be expressed as acts of anger, envy, greed, 
prejudice, hate or aggression. This corresponds 
to some degree with our view of the yetzer 
ha-ra, an oppositional force within us, an incli-
nation to negativity and darkness. 

“Everyone carries a shadow, and the less 
it is embodied in the individual’s conscious 
life, the blacker and denser it is.” This 
suggests that when we ‘disown’ a shadow, 
whether through lack of awareness, denial 
or fear, its influence grows.

A fundamental teaching of the Baal Shem 
Tov, zy’a, interprets a pasuk in Tehillim, ה׳ 
ךָָ -God is your protective shadow” (Tehil“ ,צִל�ְ
lim, 121:5). This subtly implies that Hashem’s 
‘actions’ in the world Above are a reflection 
of our actions below. Just as our physical 
shadow ‘follows us’ and moves whenever we 
move, so too the Ribbono shel Olam, ‘follows’ 
or mimics our choices and behaviors.

Rav Shlomo Wolbe, zt’l, offers (Alei Shur, 
Vol. 2) an explanation why a “shadow” is an 
apt metaphor for Hashem’s protection. A 

shadow is unique in that it reflects whatever 
is held against the light. If our small finger is 
set before the light, the shadow created will 
be small. If our whole hand is held up, the 
shadow will be greater. This is a way of under-
standing Hashem’s ‘reaction’ to us in the 
realm of faith. To the degree that we place our 
whole trust and reliance in Hashem, we will 
sense Hashem’s Presence in our lives. 

According to Jung, the main task of human 
development is ‘individuation’, a lifelong 
internal process of clarifying and differentiat-
ing between the conscious and unconscious 
elements of our personalities. This includes 
elements of the self that are unsavory. 

Yaakov Avinu charges Yosef despite the 
toxicity and strain in your relationship 
with his brothers: Lech, re’eh sh’lom ache-
cha, “Go forth, search and see the good in 
your brothers” — focus on their strengths 
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and what they do right. Know that you are 
meant to complement one another, not to 
compete and cast darkness on one another. 
Confront and resolve your own inner shad-
ows so you don’t project them on others.

Speaking at the dedication of Yeshivas 
Chachmei Lublin, a student of the great Reb 
Meir Shapiro of Lublin, expressed the goal 
of the new institution and interpreted our 
pasuk: “Es achai anohi mevakesh, to mean, 
‘With my brothers I seek the Ribbono shel 
Olam.’ “The new yeshiva,” he said, “will 
enable students to seek the Ribbono shel 
Olam together — not merely as individu-
als.” For avodas Hashem to thrive, we must 
complement and strengthen one another. 
Authentic growth demands an environment 
of connectivity, not a top down hierarchy of 
authority. It doesn’t occur in vacuum, but in 
a warm, open atmosphere of togetherness. 

Reb Yaakov Meir Shechter relates this 
approach to the miracle of Chanukah. The 
oil alludes to wisdom. Each cup in the cha-
nukiyah represents a different individual’s 
particular intellectual accomplishments. 
When kindling the lamp, the oil becomes 
mevutal, surrendering its own existence, 
and becomes part of the flame. As it nul-
lifies itself to the flame, light is produced. 
The lights of each candle join together, and 
the glow that illumines and warms the 
area is a singular glow. When we dedicate 
our wisdom, intellect and abilities to the 
greater whole, in service to Hashem and 
one another, we create a miraculous light 
of togetherness.

Prof. Elie Weisel z’l adds to this idea. Just 
as every individual candle casts a shadow, 
we each have blind spots that project 

shadows into our surroundings. Only 
when a second candle is placed next to the 
first, do the shadows of both disappear. We 
illuminate each other.

Through the illuminated days of Cha-
nukah we are strengthened by the aware-
ness that there is no force in the universe, 
whether personal or collective, within us or 
without us, that is not from Hashem. Thus 
there is no force that cannot be sweetened 
and directed into goodness. Everything 
- and every experience - is designed for 
some beneficial purpose. Although we are 
surrounded by darkness, our collective 
light illuminates all of us. These special days 
invite us to stand together, to appreciate 
and raise up one another’s flame and good 
points, to enable each other’s souls to shine 
— and to hold on together. 

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

NEW! RENOVATED APT ON 
SHAI AGNON ST
BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED 4 ROOMS, 
92 M, 4TH FL WITH ELEVATOR, 
PERMIT FOR BALCONY IN PROCESS, 
QUIET, GREEN, PRIVATE MAHSAN AND 
PARKING
ASKING PRICE 4,450,000

BAKA GARDEN FAMILY HOME 
FOR RENT UNTIL AUGUST

BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED FAMILY 
HOME ON DERECH BEIT LECHEM ST, 
PRIVATE ENTRANCE WITH GARDEN, 
150 SQM WITH HIGH CEILINGS, 
3.5 BEDROOMS, 2.5 BATHS
RENTAL PRICE $4000/MONTH
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Volunteer  
Day Trips
An exceptional chance to help the 
land and the people of Israel now.

Register Today at  

jnf.org/volunteerday

Departs every Wednesday.

FOLLOW US FOR DAILY UPDATES

T H I S  C H A N U K A H

 20%  OFF* 

*Sale is from 5th to 22nd December or while supplies last.

Mosaica Press books are available for purchase online or at your local Jewish bookshop. 
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL
BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Perhaps, even more than our neirot Cha-
nukah, and the donuts and latkes many of 
us are accustomed to eating during Chanu-
kah, the most beloved Chanukah tradition 
is the minhag to spin and play with the 
dreidel on Chanukah.

The most well known explanation for 
the significance and origin of this custom 
is that the Greeks forbade the study and 
teaching of Torah. Children would gather 
together to clandestinely learn with a 
teacher, and if a Greek soldier approached 
the group, the group would pull out these 
small toys, and would appear as a play 
group and not a Torah lesson.

Another well-known message associated 
with the dreidel, is that the letters which 
appear on each side of the dreidel are an acro-
nym for the words: Neis Gadol Hayah Sham-A 
Great Miracle Happened There. Alternatively, 
our dreidels here in Eretz Yisrael replace the 
Sheen for the word Sham (there) with the let-
ter Pay- for the word Po-here.

In addition to these familiar messages 
associated with the dreidel, the Chasidic 
Masters suggest other secrets hidden 
within this tradition.

Reb Pinchas M’ Koretz, zy’a, one of the 
earliest disciples of the Baal Shem Tov, cites 
two different teachings from the Baal Shem 
Tov related to the dreidel. The letters on the 
dreidel, Nun, Sheen, Hay, Gimmel repre-
sent an acronym- not solely our familiar 
acronym associated with the miraculous 
nature of the Chanukah story, but rather of 

the two mitzvot associated with Chanukah.
Neirot Shmoneh-Eight Candles and Hallel 

Gamur- Full Hallel (which is recited each 
day of Chanukah).

Additionally these same letters, explains 
Reb Pinchas, are equal in numerical value 
to Mashiach. Our dreidels remind us that 
as we recall the miraculous story of Chanu-
kah, that we must also simultaneously look 
forward and anticipate the days of salva-
tion yet to come.

 Again in each of these teachings the 
Rebbe is referring to a dreidel with a letter 
sheen and not the letter pay. In fact, when 
the Belzer Rebbe zy’a made Aliya in 1951, 
he purportedly sent his shamash to find 
a dreidel specifically with the letter sheen 
and not a pay, presumably because of 
these two ideas mentioned in the name of 
the Baal Shem Tov.

Rebbe Nachman MiBreslov zy’a, sug-
gests that the dreidel represents the reality 
that the entire world revolves, everything 
spins and is constantly changing. Chanuka 
is of course connected to the Beit HaMik-
dash, which Rebbe Nachman explains is 
also represented by the dreidel as well. The 
Beit HaMikdash is a realm where the lower 
world spins and is blended with the upper 
world, where Heaven and Earth spin 
together and become one, where aware-
ness of Hashem’s presence spins into this 
world from above.

 Rav Gamliel Rabinowitz shlita, further 
points out that particularly in times of war 

CHANUKAH
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or other difficulties, our Tzadikim have 
pointed to this practice of spinning the 
dreidel as a sacred reminder and source 
of chizuk. Just as the dreidel can only stand 
upright, and be spun around, when there 
is a hand that takes its stem and spins it, 
so too the dreidel is meant to remind each 
of us, that we are able to stand, to spin and 
move, because HaKadosh Baruch Hu holds 
on to each of us and allows us to stand, to 
spin, to move forward and to thrive.

Yehi Ratzon, as we spin our dreidels this 
Chanuka, may we merit to recall that this 
little toy is not solely a reminder of the 
great miracles of the past, but may we also 
have the awareness and perspective to 
envision and see ourselves as spinning for-
ward, of moving beyond our current chal-
lenging circumstances to the miraculous 
times yet to come! Chanukah Sameach. 

Large 2 bedrooms, 90 sqm
2 Full bath, Central A/C + heat
Nice sized balcony (12 sqm)

Shabbat elevator 
Private parking & storage

Available: 10/02/24
Partially Furnished

Central Location in Old Katamon
Tama 38 Project

3 Rooms: Around 86sqm + balcony
4 Room: Around 100 sqm

Garden Apartment:  
95sqm + approx. 30 sqm garden

Great payment terms!

New Exclusivity
In Meshkenot Ha’oma

Most Recent Listings in Jerusalem

Yitzchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

FOR RENT: Great Garden
Apartment in the Heart

of Old Katamon
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

Large storage
Next to:

• The famous Shtiblach
• San-Simon park

Available: Immediately

Brand New Apartments
in a Tama 38 Building

(option for sale)
For Rent 

For Rent

New Project on 
Mekor Haim Street

2 Apartment options in 
a new project:

#1: Spacious 2 Bedrooms, 75 sqm
#2: 2 Bedrooms,

 82 sqm + 12 sqm balcony 
(Partial Sukkah Balcony)

Occupancy: 06/24
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

CHANUKAH

Cultural 
Insularity

Every miracle in Jewish history creates a 
template for the future. No major event is 
limited to its own historical context. מעשה 
-means that stories in Bere אבות סימן לבנים
ishit, as well as major Jewish milestones, 
set the molds for our future. In particular, 
the epic miracles of Purim and Chanukah 
carved out patterns for Jewish survival 
throughout exile. While the three major 
chagim of Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot 
provided blueprints for “redeemed” Jewish 
history, the two Rabbinic yomim tovim of 
Chanukah and Purim set the tone for Jew-
ish survival in exile. 

The enduring message of Purim was 
clear. Even though we had been evicted 
from Israel and appeared to be cast aside 
by Hashem, our covenant remained firm. 
As Hashem’s children, we would not be 
annihilated. Purim announced to all future 
generations that, as bleak as our condition 
appeared to be and as distant as we were 
from our Homeland, we were still privi-
leged to Hashem’s love and to His focused 
hashgacha. We were not, as Haman 
wagered, just an ordinary scattered nation, 
but remained בנים אתם לה’ אלוקיכם. 

The lasting messages of Chanukah are less 
obvious. The entire episode of Chanukah 

feels extremely “temporary”: though we 
bravely fended off Greek persecution and 
restored Jewish sovereignty, it was very short-
lived. Two hundred years later the Romans 
marched into Yerushalayim, crushed our 
state and set fire to our Mikdash. What are the 
long-term messages of Chanukah? 

In part, Chanukah set in motion the single 
greatest intellectual supernova in the his-
tory of mankind. The immediate aftermath 
of Chanukah launched Torah sheba’al peh, 
an avenue of torah which preserved col-
lective Jewish identity throughout exile. It 
is hard to imagine Jewish survival over the 
past 2000 years without our secret common 
language called torah sheba’al peh.

Additionally, Chanukah marked the first 
time that a group of people voluntarily 
sacrificed their lives on behalf of Hashem’s 
presence in our world. Without our will-
ingness to defend our belief with our lives, 
we would have collapsed under the weight 
of the religious persecution of exile.
CULTURAL INSULARITY

Additionally, Chanukah introduced a 
communal “orientation” crucial for contin-
ued survival in Exile. Chanukah taught us 
about the value of cultural insularity.

Though the Torah repeatedly warns 
against excessive assimilation into the sur-
rounding cultures, these admonitions are 
predominantly concerned with the theolog-
ical danger of immersing in pagan cultures. 
Surrounded by idol worshippers, we could 
easily sink into betrayal of Hashem and loss 
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threat. After Haman was defeated, we 
quickly realized that the Persian culture of 
hedonism and paid-for-genocide was not 
worth acculturating to. We had uncovered 
the ugly side of Persian culture. 
HELLENISM 

About two hundred years later a very 
different cultural challenge emerged. The 
rise of the Greek empire marked the first 
time that Judaism was challenged by a 
competing “civilization”. In the past, we had 
encountered barbaric cultures of cannibals 
and blood drinkers who worshipped molten 
images. These crude cultures provided min-
imal challenge to our Torah-inspired life of 
meaning, human dignity, and social welfare. 

By contrast, Greek society radically 
improved our world, creating the first soci-
ety of civility and democracy. This was the 
first time that Judaism faced off against a 
different “civilization”, one which offered 
an alternate “dignified” human experience. 

We now faced the challenge of respond-
ing to an enlightened and educated cul-
ture. Hellenism was an intellectual, rather 
than religious movement. With enough 
creativity many of its features were rec-
oncilable with halachic observance. The 
Greeks banned milah, Shabbat observance, 
and Rosh Chodesh but did not seek to com-
pletely eradicate our religion. We now 
encountered a purely cultural challenge. 

The heroic stand taken by the Chash-
monaim shaped Jewish history. Chanukah 
taught us that even when core religious 

of faith. Sadly, we didn’t heed the Torah’s 
caution, consistently betraying Hashem for 
foreign kings and pagan gods, thereby ship-
wrecking the first Beit HaMikdash. 

Absent the threat of defection to paganism, 
though, cultural assimilation per se was never 
a primary concern. When we lived amongst 
backward and savage cultures there was little 
reason to worry that Jews would abandon 
a life of dignity, nobility and moral literacy 
for a violent life of savagery and voodoo. The 
Torah’s sole concern was religious erosion 
caused by assimilating too intimately with the 
surrounding pagan cultures.
DANIEL’S STAND 

After the destruction of the first Mikdash 
we faced our first purely cultural challenge. 
Attempting to acculturate the captured Jews 
to Babylonian society, Nevuchadnezar sub-
jected a cadre of Jewish youth to cultural 
retraining. Placing them in his palace and 
schooling them in the ways of Babylonia, 
he hoped to form a young leadership unit to 
help segue the Jewish immigrants into local 
Babylonian culture. 

Daniel Hanavi grasped the danger. If 
Jewish cultural identity recedes Jewish 
religion soon vanishes. Defying this plan, 
Daniel refused his palace food instead, 
smuggling in lentils and beans for nutri-
tion. His act of resistance was, arguably, 
the first recorded instance of Jewish cul-
tural insularity. 
THE UGLY SIDE OF PERSIA 

Unfortunately, not all Jews stood the test. 
A few decades later many were invited to 
Achashverosh’s decadent party, a 180-day 
celebration of hedonism and ostentation. 
The gemara in Megillah indicts the party-
goers as the reason for Haman’s genocidal 
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values aren’t directly threatened, full cul-
tural adaptation must be resisted. For our 
people to survive throughout the dark 
night of exile, it was not sufficient to main-
tain different dietary laws and different 
marital rules. To preserve Jewish identity 
and Jewish spirit, our cultural norms must 
also be different. Chanukah taught us the 
value of cultural insularity. 

Throughout history, each community cal-
ibrated cultural insularity differently. Some 
adopted more of the surrounding culture 
while some staunchly banned any cultural 
influences. Either way, we always recog-
nized the necessity to carve out distinct 
cultural spaces and uniquely Jewish lifestyle 
habits to prevent the loss of Jewish identity. 
LEAVING THE GHETTO 

Throughout much of our history insu-
lation was provided, involuntarily. The 
ghetto experience assured a natural bar-
rier between Jewish and Gentile culture, 
regulating where we could live and which 
educations and professions we could pur-
sue, thereby limiting our social interactions. 
In the 19th century everything changed. 
Gentile society threw its doors open to Jews, 
offering them full membership as citizens 
of the newly formed states. In most cases 
freedom of religion accompanied this invi-
tation. Many found this open cultural invi-
tation too enticing to resist. 

Not only did the broader society beckon 
us, but society itself was evolving. The 
19th century witnessed dynamic political 
changes, rapid industrialization, as well 
as major advances in psychology, philoso-
phy, and the arts. Jews weren’t just eager 
to break down centuries-old cultural bar-
riers but were euphoric at the prospects 

of becoming architects of the new world. 
Western European Jews spearheaded 
scientific discoveries, economic growth, 
the evolution of art and culture and the 
emergence of modern psychology. Further 
east, Russian Jews almost single-handedly 
engineered the new Communist state. In 
the USA Jews eagerly took advantage of 
open horizons, entering the newly emer-
gent fields of entertainment, industry, and 
finance. Cultural insularity was replaced 
by full immersion. As the doors swung 
open the allure of modern society tanta-
lized the Jewish imagination. 

Sadly, millions of Jews lost their religion. 
Among them, many even abandoned their 
Jewish identity. They failed to heed the les-
sons of Chanukah. 

Tragically, the 20th century exposed 
the ugly side of the cultures we eagerly 
embraced. WWII exposed the underbelly 
of a supposedly enlightened cosmopolitan 
Europe. Stalin’s brutal purges and execu-
tions displayed the moral rot of the Com-
munist state which Jews eagerly built. 

We may be standing at a similar histor-
ical juncture. The current war is show-
casing the moral decay of the progressive 
liberal culture which Jews across the world 
devotedly constructed. Will the horrors of 
Oct 7. and the violent backlash against our 
moral war, reaffirm the lessons of Chanu-
kah? Will we be more adept at cultural 
insularity? Will we better learn to borrow 
the knowledge, progress, and values which 
modernity offers without abdicating Jew-
ish culture and identity? 

This is our Chanukah moment. Not just 
on the military arena, but on the cultural 
battlefield as well. 
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HAFTORAHHAFTORAH
HAFTORAH INSIGHTSHAFTORAH INSIGHTS
BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

Haftorah 
Vayeishev - 
Chanukah 

ZECHARIA 2:14 - 4:7

This week we read the haftorah for Shab-
bat Chanukah as it contains a vision of the 
golden Menorah. The Menorah described 
in this week’s haftorah and envisioned by 
Zecharia is a very unusual menorah. It is 
not the menorah we are familiar with from 
the Beit HaMikdash nor from the holiday 
of Chanukah. The Menorah in Zecharya’s 
vision is a fascinating self-contained system. 
The menorah had an olive tree on each side 
which provided the oil that dripped into the 
seven bowls on the top. Zecharya questioned 
the angel to understand the system. The 
angel’s response was, “Isn’t it obvious, you 
don’t know?” to which Zecharya responds 
that he doesn’t understand the message of 
the menorah. The angel explains that the 
message of Hashem is directed toward the 
leader of the Jewish people, Zerubavel. He is 
being instructed that it is neither with might 
nor with strength but rather with the spirit 
of Hashem that he will lead. 

What is the message that baffled Zecharya 
and was ultimately meant for Zerubavel to 
hear? What is the meaning of this unusual 
menorah? Radak explains that it was the 
self-contained system of the menorah which 

puzzled Zecharya. Zecharya wondered how 
could there be light without any outside 
intervention? How can the menorah “run by 
itself”? The angel explained to him - and ulti-
mately to Zerubavel, that Hashem gives each 
person the abilities and talents necessary to 
impact this world, the capacity to generate 
one’s own light. 

Zerubavel was given his unique G-d-
given strengths to rebuild the Beit HaMik-
dash and it was only a matter of tapping 
into these strengths. Rather than waiting 
for an outside interceder, Zerubavel 
needed to access the G-dliness within him 
to rebuild the Beit HaMikdash as symbol-
ized by the Menorah. י כ�ִ בְכחַֹ  וְלאֹ  בְחַיִל   לאֹ 
רו�חִי  not with valor or strength but ,אִם־ב�ְ
rather with My Spirit. 

The Haftorah closes with the exquisite 
phrase describing the completion of the 
Second Beit HaMikdash, אֶת־הָאֶבֶן  וְהוֹצִיא 
לָה� חֵן  חֵן  אוֹת  ֻ ש� ת�ְ ה  ָ -For he shall pro ,הָראֹש�

duce that excellent stone; it shall be greeted 
with shouts of ‘Beautiful! Beautiful!’ When 
a person recognizes his or her unique 
strengths and uses them to create and 
contribute to Hashem’s world, the result 
is a rousing shout - a triumph of creation. 
It demonstrates how each person has 
what to add to this world which ultimately 
increases Hashem’s divine presence in 
this universe. In these days of challenge, 
may we all be blessed to tap into our inner 
G-dliness and contribute to Hashem’s 
world to impact widely and wisely. 

CHANUKAH
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THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY
Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!
n Install the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones
     (Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
n Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
n We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
n Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
n Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

CONTACT BENJY SINGER: 
benjysinger@israelb.org or 
053-285-1526

Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us 
on Twitter (@IsraelBayit) and join our Facebook 
Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org)

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more! 

Gemach for Chatan and Kalla:
Meals for wedding and  
Sheva Brachot at cost

Eida Hachareidis Hechsher
Tel:052-633-1744 

gadgadood@gmail.com

רפואה שלמה
אורה בת ראינה

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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CHANUKAH

A Tree of Light 
Roots, branches, buds, flowers and fruit 

are all components of a fruit tree.
These same components describe one of 

the most beloved of all Jewish objects: the 
Menorah.

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch describes 
the Temple Menorah as a light-bearing tree.

The Menorah in the Temple 
consisted of the following: A base, 
similar to the root of a tree, a cen-
tral shaft similar to the central 
trunk of a tree, branches extend-
ing outward from the center, 
called ‘branches” of the Menorah 
המנורה  On each branch of ”.קני 
the Menorah there were flower 
cups called ‘almond shaped cups,’ 
משוקדים   and ’knobs’ shaped like ,גביעים 
apples כפתורים, and ‘flowers, ’פרחים’.’

What is the symbolism of a tree-shaped 
Menorah?

The Menorah, fashioned in the likeness 
of a beautiful blossoming tree with flowers 
and fruit, represents growth and vitality. 
The lights that emerge from the top of each 
branch represents the joy and exuberance 
that a life committed to the Torah provides 
for each of us.

Rabbi Hirsch teaches that light, when it is 
mentioned in the Torah, is a metaphor for the 
pulsating joy of living. Joy is essentially “the 

feeling of awareness of a blossoming life.”
Light is a symbol of growth, energy, an 

unfolding and a flowering, of progress, 
dynamism, happiness and joy. In the book 
of Esther, when the Jews were saved, we 
are taught, “For the Jews there was light 
and joy, gladness and honor (8:16). The 
light described here refers to joy. 

Viewing the Temple’s Menorah as a 
whole - its roots, branches, flowers and fruit 
symbolize exuberance and vitality. 

Rabbi Hirsch brilliantly notes 
that the Hebrew words for joy 
and and the Hebrew words for 
growth are closely related: the 
word for “happy”, sameach, 
 is almost identical to the (שמח)
word tzomeach (צמח),”growing.” 
In addition, sees (שיש), which 
means “joy” is almost identical 
to the word tzitz (ציץ), which 

means “blossom.”
One of the most beloved verses, which 

we sing as the Torah is returned to the Ark, 
compares the Torah itself to a tree. ‘etz 
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Rabbi Goldscheider is the author of the newly 
published book ‘Torah United’ (OU Press), featuring 
divrei Torah on the weekly parasha from Rav Kook, 
Rabbi Solovetichik, and the Chassidic Masters.

chaim hee,’ (עץ חיים היא), “It is a tree of life” 
(Proverbs 3:18).

This metaphor suggests that the Torah 
is not only a source of ancient wisdom, but 
also that it is dynamic and ever relevant. Its 
laws are lights that continue to nurture and 
enrich us. The eternal teachings of our tra-
dition are a source of ardor that encourage 
spiritual blossoming and personal growth.

Chanukah celebrates this vitality and 
vibrancy of the Torah and also contains the 
recognition that we as people cannot grow 
and prosper without remaining committed 
to the Torah’s ideals and teachings. Indeed, 
Chanukah celebrates the indispensability 
of God in our lives.

As we gaze at our menorah, our “light 
bearing tree,” may we become more 
attuned to the precious gift of Judaism that 
enriches and ignites our lives. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

DISARM UNRWA NOW
At a time of war, US demands empowerment of  

Unrwa, which allocates 58% of its $1.6 billion budget 
to fund schools that indoctrinate population to war, 

by means of the "right of return by force of arms".
Sponsor presentations of  UNRWA HAMAS collusion  

for the Knesset, the US Congress and all UNRWA donor 
Order the book - "UNRWA: RoadBlock to Peace" 

$28 in any currency:  
https://israelbehindthenews.com/donations/

Sponsor lectures - in person or on zoom -  
reflecting 36 years of hands - on investigations and 

movies of UNRWA - conducted on location

dbedein@IsraelBehindTHeNews.com

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

	  

	  

	  

053-‐427-‐6363	  

CINEMA	  CITY	  MALL,	  JERUSALEM	  

ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com	  

	  	  PODIATRIST	  
Over	  30	  years	  experience	  

Arthur	  Samuels,	  DPM	  

Licensed in Israel 
& America

CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM



60 TORAH TIDBITS 1543 / VAYEISHEV

When to Say Haneirot Halalu
לעילוי נשמת

יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Question: When do we say Haneirot 
Halalu … (=Hnhl), when one person lights 
and when several light? 

Answer: The earliest source of the 
practice to recite Hnhl is Massechet Sof-
rim (20:4), an early, post-Talmudic work. 
While many early Rishonim (including the 
Rambam) do not mention the practice, the 
Maharam Meirutenburg and his students 
(see Rosh, Shabbat 2:8) helped make it 
mainstream, so that it is accepted by the 
Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 676:4) and 
practiced by all eidot. 

The recitation’s timing is debated. Mas-
sechet Sofrim seems to present it (see Bach, 
OC 676) as being said after the beracha of 
L’hadlik ner … as an accompanying “condi-
tion,” before She’asa Nissim and Shehechey-
anu (perhaps before or during the lighting). 
This diverges greatly from normal rules of 
mitzvot/berachot (see Shut Maharil 145). 

The Shulchan Aruch describes it as after 
the berachot and lighting, but does not say 
after how much lighting. The Maharshal 
(Shut 85) posits that Hnhl is after the first 

candle, which is the main mitzva. The Pri 
Megadim (676, MZ 5) demonstrates that 
the beracha relates to all of the candles, 
and therefore sees it as a problematic 
break before the mitzva is complete. 
The main answer is that after a beracha 
takes effect on the beginning, primary 
fulfillment of the mitzva, speaking to help 
enhance the continued fulfillment of the 
mitzva is fine. This concept finds expres-
sion regarding bedikat chametz (Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 432:1; Mishna Berura 432:6) and 
shofar blowing (Shulchan Aruch, OC 592:3; 
Mishna Berura 592:14). The Mishna Ber-
ura (676:8) cites both opinions (after the 
first candle, after the last) as legitimate, but 
the main practice (which the Pri Megadim 
concedes), is to recite Hnhl after lighting 
the first candle, accompanying the lighting 
of the other candles. 

I did not find poskim discussing multiple 
lighters. Does each lighter recite Hnhl in its 
regular place, or is there one recitation and 
when? Let it be clear that regarding this far 
from critical practice (see Aruch Hashul-
chan, OC 676:8), there are many legitimate 
and practiced permutations on timing, and 
I do not mean to oppose them. We will focus 
on what logic based on the concepts may 
suggest, rather than what one should do. 

The basic content of Hnhl is twofold: 1. The 

Mazal Tov to  
Valerie Seidner and family  

on the birth of a granddaughter

CHANUKAH
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Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah - 
Gazit’ Rabbinical Court:  

077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

candles are an expression of thanks to and 
praise of Hashem; 2. The candles may not be 
used for another purpose other than looking 
at them. This may suggest that a main goal 
of Hnhl is to remind oneself/others not to 
benefit from the light because the candles 
were lit for the mitzva (see Moadim L’Simcha 
II:4). According to that, reciting Hnhl after the 
first candle could be to reduce the chance of 
benefiting at that stage. If so, the first person 
likely should recite it out loud after his first 
candle. However, it seems more likely that 
the recitation’s main purpose is to put the 
lighting into perspective – it is instituted to 
praise Hashem for saving our ancestors in 
their battle against the Greeks (ibid.; Minchat 
Shlomo II:58). According to that, it is done 
after the first candle to give the correct per-
spective in the midst of the lighting. Since we 
do not recite it before the lighting but as we 
are doing it, it makes sense that everyone 
recites it as he lights. 

Presumably, either way, we would not 
want to wait until the last lighting to recite 
Hnhl, which many people do (Harav Mor-
dechai Willig told me he recommends 
saying it only after the last person lights 
his first candle.) The idea of waiting 
can be justified by the concept that the 
lighting constitutes a joint lighting of the 
household. One such indication is that 
one candle for the household is essentially 
enough; another is the Rambam’s opinion 
of mehadrin min hamehadrin (Chanuka 
4:1; admittedly, few do so) that one person 

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator,  
private parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator, 
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite private 
parking, storage, full of light, nice garden, 6,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room apartment,  
140m, terrace, underfloor heating, Shabbat elevator,  
2 parking, 6,300,000 NIS
FOR RENT:BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
second floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, master 
suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, 
private parking 3,200,000 NIS

BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new 
building, 88m, master suite, storage, Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, nice Sukkah balcony 
in process of being added, 3,900,000 NIS

ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 108m, balcony, 
nice view, Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, 
private parking, storage 4,300,000 NIS

RASKO: New 4-room apartment, 95m, 
balcony with a lovely panoramic view, 
elevator, 3,100,000 NIS

TALBIYA: 4-room apartment, 95m,  
sukkah balcony, 2nd floor, 5,000,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON: 5-room apartment, 127m, 
master suite, balcony, private parking, 
storage, full of light, 5,250,000 NIS

lights candles corresponding to the num-
ber of people in the household. 

While all permutations are fine, the 
following appeals to me – the first lighter 
recites it out loud for all; other lighters recite 
for themselves; at the end, all (including any 
non-lighters) do it festively. 
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Separating Terumot and Ma’aserot 
From Fruit in Home Gardens

Question
I have several citrus trees in my garden – 

oranges and clementines. I heard once that 
if I eat the fruit outside I don’t need to take 
terumot and ma’aserot, and the obligation 
only applies once I bring the fruit inside 
the house. Is that so?
Answer

In general, in most cases, terumot and 
ma’aserot need to be taken from any fruit 
before eating it. What you mentioned is true, 
however, under the following conditions:

The garden is not private (ex. the yard 
of an apartment building) and anyone can 
enter without being asked, “what are you 
doing here?” Private homes gardens do 
not fall into this category.

Each time, you only pick and eat one 
fruit at a time (one grape, one cherry, etc.). 

This is true only for fruits that are generally 
eaten completely by one person in one sitting.

Oranges and clementines are composed 
of units (slices), so when you pick even one 
fruit it becomes obligated in terumot and 
ma’aserot. The same holds true for grape 
clusters and pomegranates. 

Beside most citruses (aside from kum-
quats and dwarf lemons), this also refers 
to large fruits: watermelons, pomegranates 

and melons. Avocados and mangos are 
often cut up and eaten with other people. 
For this reason, it’s best to be stringent and 
separate terumot and ma’aserot even if you 
eat them outside.

For most other fruits and vegetables, in 
public gardens they will be obligated in ter-
umot and ma’aserot only if you pick two at 
a time (cherries, pears, dates, etc.). 

Operation

H g
HUNDREDS OF PARENTS FROM 54 COUNTRIES 

REUNITED WITH THEIR LONE SOLDIER CHILDREN
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

The Memory 
and the Well 
Last time we discussed the very important 

and powerful meeting that PUAH arranged 
for families evacuated to Jerusalem hotels 
from the Southern and Northern border 
communities. PUAH’s counselor, Ofira Haco-
hen-Kerner, listened to the women’s concern 
that living in a hotel room, together with 
their children, was having an adverse effect 
on their marriages and their ability to inter-
act and have time together as a couple.

Ofira offered some good practical advice 
that can be useful for many others, with 
their own emotions and challenges during 
these difficult and troubling times.

The first suggestion was that the couple 
draw on their experiences and positive con-
nections that they developed prior to the war 
and their evacuation. Each couple should 
develop a “bank of good times” that they 
can use to remind them of their love and 
concern for each other. The existence of such 
memories and the knowledge that there 
were good times can offer hope and prom-
ise for the future. Sometimes, the present 
is complicated and does not offer any real 
opportunities for healthy interaction. Know-
ing that there were good times in the past 
can assure us that there will be good times 
in the future. And this can help us overcome 

the hurdles and challenges of the present.
Another piece of advice that she gave 

to the women was to create a commu-
nity within the displaced collective that 
they have become. We find throughout 
the Tanach, particularly in the stories of 
Avraham and his family, as we read in the 
current weekly Parshiyot, that the focus of 
communal life was the well. People gath-
ered at the well to chat, share information, 
help each other and connect.

Mrs. Hacohen-Kerner suggested to the 
women that they create a well; a focus to 
collect at, to share experiences and support 
each other. This space should be used by the 
entire community, and can help connections 
develop. Each group of people can create 
their own communities, and find links and 
associations. Community is an extremely 
essential and positive force in each person’s 
life, and, during difficult times, community 
becomes even more important.

The suggestions were very well received 
by the women and the discussion lasted 
until after midnight. Rabbi Burstein, the 
Head of PUAH, concluded the evening, 
with blessings and support for all the fam-
ilies. The participants were very extremely 
grateful and PUAH is now offering similar 
sessions for other evacuated communities. 

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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! ח צ נ נ ד  ח י ב

Beit Tovei Ha’Ir invites you 
to join an active, supportive 

and safe community in 
Central Jerusalem.

בס”ד

 Healthy
Gourmet Meals

 Swimming Pool,
Spa and Gym

Medical Care
24/7 

 Luxurious
Private Apartments

  Professionl &
caring staff

 Cultural
Activities

 Shabbat and Chag
Programs

Beit Midrash &
 Shiurim

70%

 English70%
  Speakers

For more information, contact:

Luxury Assisted Living for Religious Seniors - 36 Malchei Yisrael Street, Jerusalem
Binyamin +972-54-4465276 *6422 www.tovei.co.il

  Feel Right at HOME.
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 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

Between Life 
And Death

Our parsha begins with God telling 
Moshe to tell Aharon’s descendents, the 
Kohanim, that they are prohibited from 
becoming tamei – impure. They must not 
participate  in the burial of most dead peo-
ple “lnefesh lo itama b’amav” (21:1). 

We all know that dealing with the dead 
is a very important mitzvah of chesed so 
much so that the person who is occupied 
in burying the dead is exempt from other 
mitzvoth even from wearing tefillin, saying 
Shema and davening. It is one of the ways 
that we follow in the footsteps of God and 
do the mitzvah of  ‘Vhalchta bdrachav” 
(Dvarim 28). So it seems strange that the 
Kohanim would be prohibited from such 
an important mitzvah.

One reason is that the Kohanim need 
to remain pure so that they can do their 
important work in the Mishkan or Tem-
ple. Coming in contact with the dead 
would make them impure and then they 
wouldn’t be able to enter the Holy places 
and wouldn’t be able to do their work – so 
when there are other people who could 
bury the dead person it is best if they do 
it. 

The Oznaim LTorah brings another rea-
son. He says it is important for people to 

care for the dead and to go to the home of 
a mourner because all mortals will die one 
day and that way we can remind ourselves 
of our end and improve our behavior. He 
says that the Kohanim don’t need this 
reminder because they are always living 
in the shadow of death. Their job puts 
them on the tight wire between life and 
death every day since they work in the 
presence of God. If they come to the Holy 
areas to do their work in inappropriate 
ways, ( such as drunk, impure, without 
their special garments, without washing 
their hands and feet…)  the punishment is 
death. This we saw with the death of the 
two son’s of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, 
“b’kirvatam lfnei Hashem” (10:1). They live 
with a constant threat of death so they are 
more apt to be careful with their behavior.

Yet there are a few exceptions to this 
prohibition, when the Kohanim are actu-
ally obligated to deal with the burial of a 
dead person, such as for the very close rel-
atives that are listed in verses 21:1-3 and 
for a dead person who has no one else to 
bury them. There are times in everyone’s 
life, even the Kohen’s, when they are con-
fronted with death and they must rise to 
those occasions as well. The Rambam 
learns from these verses the general mitzva 
for all Jews, not just kohanim, of aveilut - 
mourning. The Torah does not want us to 
ignore tragedies that may befall us. Crying 
and mourning are normal stages when 

The Light of the Candles
On Chanukah we celebrate the miracle 

of the one flask of pure oil that should have 
been sufficient to burn for only one day, 
that was enough to light the Menorah in the 
Temple for eight days. It is also a cele-
bration of our being able to live 
freely and actively as Jews. 
The sages of that genera-
tion decreed that on each 
evening for 8 days we 
should light and display 
candles at the entrance 
of the house. The candles 
should be lit at a time 
when people are coming 
home from work so many 
more people will see the candles 
adding to the “pirsumei nisa” publicizing the 
miracles that God has done for us.

The mitzvah of kindling the Chanukah 
lights is so important that even a person who 
is destitute and is dependent upon public 
assistance for his livelihood is required to 
borrow money or sell his clothing in order to 
be able to fulfill this obligation.

It is so inspiring to walk outside on the 
nights of Chanukah and see all the chanukiot 
illuminating the black sky. Groups come 
from all over Israel for tours of our neighbor-
hood on Chanukah just to watch us lighting 
our chanukiot. This is a real opportunity for 

us to publicize the miracle "pirsumei nisa" to 
people who may not light a chanukia of their 
own. It is also a time to think of those people 
whose husbands might be on the battlefield 

and might appreciate an invitation for 
candle lighting.

Did you ever notice that 
the flame of a candle will 

always rise upwards no 
matter which way it is 
held? When we see all 
the candles lit this Chanu-
kah, and we remember 

and talk about the mira-
cles that God has done for 

us in the past, let us remember 
this special property of the candle. 

Especially this year, with all the darkness 
around us, we must rise upwards above it 
all, like the flames, and pray to God to con-
tinue to be with us and along with the rain 
shower on us more miracles. Channukah 
Sameach.

There is no specific mitzvah for “feasting 
and rejoicing” on Chanukah, yet we may 
find ourselves being served many fattening 
delicacies on this holiday. Wouldn’t it be nice 
to have some yummy healthy options as 
well? My cousin, Sima Herzfeld Navon gave 
me just such a latke recipe. She is a naturo-
path and healthy cooking teacher who also 

CHANUKAH
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created Navon Naturals, a line of healthy, 
aromatherapy based, skincare products. In 
this latke recipe she adds a bit of wakame 
(seaweed) which may slow stomach empty-
ing, which helps you feel fuller for longer so 
you may not reach for that next latke so fast. 
The wakame may help reduce body fat and 
cholesterol levels too. Be sure to soak and 
wash the wakame well before using it, so the 
latkes won’t taste fishy.
LATKES WITH WAKAME

• 3 potatoes
• 1 onion
• 1 zucchini
• 1 sweet potato
• ½ tsp wakame, crumbled and then 

soaked for 15 min. in ½ glass of water.
• 1 egg
• ¼ cup flour
• Salt and pepper to taste
• ¼ tsp baking powder (optional)
• ⅛ tsp turmeric
• oil (as needed)
Grate the vegetables and squeeze out any 

excess water. Squeeze the excess water from 
the wakame and add the wakame to the veg-
etables. Add the remaining ingredients and 
mix well. Heat the oil in a frying pan. Drop 
the mixture one tablespoon at a time into 
the oil. When the bottom is golden brown, 
flip the latke and brown the other side. Put 
a paper towel on a plate. Place the latkes on 
the plate to remove any excess oil. These can 
be served with a bit of sour cream or a slice 
of smoked salmon for something different. 

Real Life Rescues
Real Life Rescues 
EMT Saves Baby from  
Severe Allergic Reaction  
Following First Taste of Tahini
On a recent Tuesday morning in Jerusalem, parents 
were feeding their 6-month-old baby and introduced 
him to tahini for the first time. Within minutes, the 
baby developed a severe allergic reaction. The 
infant's parents immediately called emergency 
services, seeking urgent help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Klein, 
alerted to the emergency through his proximity alert 
system, sprang into action as the first responder on 
the scene. Arriving promptly, Shalom was confronted 
with a distressing sight - a baby boy with swollen lips 
and tongue, struggling to breathe, and covered in a 
worrisome rash.

Recognizing the symptoms as indicative of an 
anaphylactic shock, the volunteer knew immediate 
intervention was crucial. Without hesitation, he 
administered a life-saving EpiPen injection, delivering 
a dose of epinephrine to counteract the severe 
allergic reaction. The powerful medication quickly 
took effect, and the infant's breathing became less 
labored. The swelling in the lips and tongue began to 
subside, providing much-needed relief to the child.

As the symptoms continued to recede, the EMT 
monitored his condition while awaiting the arrival of 
a mobile intensive care ambulance. Several minutes 
later, the ambulance team arrived and transported 
the infant to the nearest hospital for further 
treatment and observation.

Reflecting on the incident, Shalom emphasized the 
importance of having an EpiPen readily available. 
"It's a great thing 
I had an EpiPen in 
my medical kit," he 
stated. "An EpiPen 
can save a person's 
life within minutes 
and is a huge help 
for both EMTs and 
patients."

1221

With the country at war, the activities of UH 
volunteers such as Oren Daos are more vital than 
ever. Oren provides critical responses to emergencies 
in Rosh Haayin and the surrounding region. 
Rosh Haayin has had its fair share of shelling in the 
past few weeks.  Yet, with the tension of war as 
a constant background, daily life continues along 
with inevitable emergencies. One afternoon in 
late October, Oren was on his ambucycle when 
he was notified of an accident on Route 5. 
Oren flicked on his lights and sirens and arrived 
extremely quickly at the location. 
One car had flipped over upon impact. Oren and 
additional first responders worked to extricate 
the injured driver and stabilize his condition.  
As the team treated the victim, a Red Alert siren 
sounded. There were just seconds to reach 
shelter before a missile would fall in the area. 
Pandemonium raged as people rushed to find 
relative shelter. But Oren wouldn’t leave the 
terrified victim alone. He positioned the patient 
for maximum safety and shielded his own head 
with his hands.  
The siren stopped, the boom was heard and the 
medical personnel got back to treatment. With 
the patient fully immobilized on a backboard, he 
was loaded into the ambulance and whisked off 
to the hospital. 
“I believe people who do the right thing won’t be 
harmed,” said Oren. “I couldn’t leave an injured 
person by himself on the highway. I felt that G-d 
would protect me.” 
With faith, courage, and compassion, Oren and 
thousands of other UH volunteers across the 
country continue to care for people and save lives.
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descendants of Levi, son of Yaakov. Their 
lineage, at quite some length, is given in the 
next aliya.  

5th aliya (3:14-39) Count the 
tribe of Levi by households, 
from 1 month and older: the 

households of Gershon, Kehat and Merari, 
the sons of Levi. The sons of Gershon, Kehat 
and Merari are listed. Gershon’s family, 
from a month and above, is 7,500. They 
camp to the west of the Mishkan. Their task 
was to transport and be responsible for the 
curtains and coverings. Kehat numbered 
8,600, camping to the south. They were 
responsible for the vessels: Aron, Menorah, 
Table, altars. Merari numbered 6,200, 
camping to the north. Responsible for the 
structure of the Mishkan; the walls, sup-
ports and beams. The total of the tribe of 
Levi is 22,000. On the front side, the east of 
the Mishkan, Moshe and Aharon and fam-
ilies camped.  

The encampment around the Mishkan 
had 2 layers. The Leviim were in close, on 
3 of the 4 sides of the Mishkan. The 4th side, 
the leading side, had Moshe and Aharon.  
The entire 12 tribes were farther removed 
on all 4 sides.  

The 3 sons of Levi were family groups; 
Gershon, Kehat and Merari. They had full 
responsibility for the Mishkan. Their tasks 
fell in categories.  Gershon; textiles. Kehat; 
furniture. Merari; building. Gershon took 
care of the curtains and coverings. Kehat, 
the important main vessels of the Mishkan.  
And Merari the structure of the building.

6th aliya (3:40-51) Count all the 
firstborn of the age of a month 
and above. The Leviim are to 

replace the firstborn.  There were 273 more 

number is 157,600. The total count of the 
army age men is 603,550 without the tribe 
of Levi.

The people travel and camp with the 
Mishkan in their midst. Physically and 
metaphorically. We travel our history with 
G-d in our midst. While the distinct feel-
ing you get in the detailed description of 
where each tribe encamped is the feeling 
of an army encampment, there is another 
layer of meaning. Yes, regimented. Specific.  
Detailed. Organized. But an army for which 
purpose? To fight the anticipated foes in 
the Land of Israel? Or to be the army of 
Hashem? A fighting army with its G-d in 
its midst? Or both?  

4th aliya (3:1-13) Aharon’s 
sons’ names were Nadav, 
Avihu, Elazar and Itamar.  

Nadav and Avihu died without children.  
Elazar and Itamar serve as Kohanim with 
Aharon. Take the Leviim: they are to serve 
Aharon. The Leviim are responsible for the 
Mishkan: to support the Kohanim and the 
people, to facilitate the running of the Mish-
kan. The Leviim shall take the place of the 
first-born, who became obligated to me 
when saved in Egypt.  

There are 2 groups mentioned here:  
Kohanim and Leviim. The lineage of the 
Kohanim is given.  It just doesn’t take much 
room. Because Aharon is a Kohen and his 
sons. But he only has 2.  So the entire lin-
eage of the Kohanim is 3 people. The Leviim, 
on the other hand, are an entire tribe, 

Every  person  who was not born in Israel 
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate 

his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually! 
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS! 

The NEAMANS
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DR. ARIELLA AGATSTEIN

INSIGHTS INTO LASHON HAKODESH

The Jewish 
Home

In this week’s Parsha Yaakov Avinu is 
presented with arguably the greatest test 
of his life- the apparent “murder” of his 
favorite son, Yosef. 

The Parsha begins with Yaakov’s most 
basic desire- his hope to live a life of peace. 
As opposed to the pesukim at the end of 
the previous Parsha which list the chief-
tains of Esav, and those associated with 
war, this pesukim at the beginning of this 
Parsha stand juxtaposed. 

’’וישב יעקב בארץ מגורי אביו, ארץ כנען’’
“Yaakov dwelled in the land of his 

father’s sojourning, the Land of Canaan”
Rashi explains on this pasuk:

לְוָה ַ ש� ב ב�ְ ֵ ש� יַעֲקבֹ לֵיש� ק�ֵ ב�ִ
“Yaakov desired to live in tranquility.”
Yaakov Avinu’s life was far from tran-

quil. In specific, it was his home life which 
was so strewn with conflict. Whether it 
was the challenges he faced with Esav, to 
his father-in-law, Lavan, with his wives 
Rachel and Leah, or his many children, 
Yaakov’s home was the setting for his 
greatest challenges. 

Ironically, it is the concept of “home” 
which Yaakov Avinu connects to most 
throughout his life. In ויצא  on his ,פרשת 
route towards Charan, Yaakov falls asleep 

and G-d appears to him for the very first 
time. When he awakens from this vision 
he declares (Beraishit 28:17):
בית  אם  כי  זה  אין  הזה  המקום  נורא  ’’…מה 

אלוקים וזה שער השמים.’’ 
“How awesome is this place! This is none 

other than the house of G-d, and this is the 
gate to Heaven.”

The Gemara in Pesachim 88a discusses 
this statement and says: 
ר  ֶ אֱמַר: ״אֲש� נ�ֶ ֶ וֹ ״הַר״, ש� תו�ב ב� כ�ָ ֶ אַבְרָהָם ש� …לאֹ כ�ְ
וֹ  תו�ב ב� כ�ָ ֶ יִצְחָק ש� הַר ה׳ יֵרָאֶה״, וְלאֹ כ�ְ יֵאָמֵר הַי�וֹם ב�ְ
א  דֶה״, אֶל�ָ ָ ש�� ו�חַ ב�ַ צֵא יִצְחָק לָש� אֱמַר: ״וַי�ֵ נ�ֶ ֶ דֶה״, ש� ״ש�ָ
ם  ֵ ש� אֶת  קְרָא  ״וַי�ִ אֱמַר:  נ�ֶ ֶ ש� יִת״,  ״ב�ַ רָאוֹ  ק�ְ ֶ ש� יַעֲקבֹ  כ�ְ

ית אֵל״. קוֹם הַהו�א ב�ֵ הַמ�ָ
“Not like Avraham that it says about him 

“a mountain” as it says, “As it is said on this 
day: On the mount where the Lord is seen” 
(Genesis 22:14), And it will not be referred 
to as it was referred to by Isaac. It is writ-
ten of him that he called the location of the 
Temple field when he prayed there, as it is 
stated: “And Isaac went out to meditate in 
the field” (Genesis 24:63). Rather, it will be 
described as it was referred to by Jacob, 
who called it house, as it is stated: “And he 
called the name of that place Beth-El” (Gen-
esis 28:19), which means house of God.”

Unlike Avraham or Yitzchak, Yaakov 
perceived the holiest place on earth as a 
house, a home. After this first prophecy, 
Yaakov then made an oath to G-d that if 
Hashem would return him home safely, 
he would turn that very place into a House 
of G-d- a forward thinking idea- and one 

CHANUKAH
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which would lead to the notion of building 
a בית המקדש:
בית  יהיה  מצבה  שמתי  אשר  הזאת  ’’והאבן 

אלוקים…’’
“And the stone which I have set as a 

monument will be a house of G-d….”
Furthermore, in the Torah, Yaakov’s con-

nection to בית, can be seen in the fact that 
the Jewish people are referred to in many 
locations as בית יעקב, “the house of Yaakov”. 

What is a בית? Why did Yaakov Avinu 
sense that the holy place in which he slept 
was like a “house”? Why is it that he was 
tested almost exclusively with issues per-
taining to his home?

Upon first glance, the shoresh of the word 
 is unclear. In the Torah, when looking בית
for the meaning and essence of a word, one 
can begin by looking at the first time that 
word appears in Tanakh. The word ית  is ב�
first mentioned in Parshat Noach. Hashem 
commands Noach (בראשית ו:יד):
אֶת  ה  עֲש�ֶ ת�ַ ים  קִנ�ִ גפֶֹר  עֲצֵי  בַת  ת�ֵ לְךָָ  ה  עֲש�ֵ )יד( 

פֶֹר. כ� יִת ו�מִחו�ץ ב�ַ בָה וְכָפַרְת�ָ אתָֹה� מִב�ַ הַת�ֵ
“Make an ark of gopher wood. Make the 

ark with compartments and cover it from 
within and without with pitch.” 

It is clear from this first appearance in 
the Torah, that the word בית is something 
meaning “within” or “inside”. 

Rav Hirsch explains that the word בית 
is related phonetically and in meaning to 
 is בית“ .”clothing“ בגד appoint”, and“ ,פקד
the home, the private sphere in which the 
individual thrives, received special care, 
and develops…” He continues to explain 
that a בגד, “clothing” protects a person’s 
body. According to Rav Hirsch, the home 
is the next line of defense, protecting a 
person from the evils of the outside. (It is 

worth noting that פקד, too, relates to this 
idea. להפקיד means to appoint something 
into someone else’s care- much like the 
care one receives in their home. ) Similar 
to garments, the בית is meant to protect an 
individual, and also to help him maintain 
his individuality and dignity. 

Interestingly, in Lashon HaKodesh, each 
letter’s name (i.e.aleph, bet, gimmel) is 
actually a word. The letter ’  when written ’ב�
out in Hebrew is ’ית  What can we .(”bet“) ’ב�
learn about a home from the letter �ב? 

Firstly, and appropriately, the form of 
the letter �ב actually looks like a house 
with three walls and an opening (for a 
door). Secondly, inside of a �ב, is a dagesh, 
an accent dot, which much like the source 
above in Parshat Noach, once again draws 
our attention to its inside. Finally, every 
time that we add the letter ”  before a ”ב�
Hebrew word as a prefix, it means “in.” 
Why do so many aspects to the letter �ב, and 
ית ?”point to “in” and “within ב�

The Torah is giving us a message: The 
Jewish home is defined by the attention 
spent inward. Even with the hustle and bus-
tle world around, with the various forces 
which try to pull us away- a ית  is meant to ב�
draw our attention back to our center, our 
home. A Jewish home is a place reminding 
us to be present, and “here” when we inter-
act with our family. It is meant to remind us 
that throughout the ages, we have survived 
because of the importance placed on all that 
has happened within our homes. No, one 
cannot ignore the needs of those in their 
community. We are meant to graciously 
open our homes and tend to the needs of 
people outside of our home, but Hashem 
teaches us that the attention to our family 
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comes first. A true ית  is where those who ב�
live inside the home take center stage, where 
each person is seen and nurtured and loved. 

Finally, there is one more aspect to the 
letter �ב which is meant to teach us some-
thing about a ”ית -a home: When writ ,”ב�
ten in a Sefer Torah, the upper left corner 
of a ”  has a line which points upward ”�ב�
towards Hashem. Yes, a home is meant to 
physically nurture the family inside, but it 
is also supposed to be a place which mir-
rors the values of the Torah, cultivating 
spirituality. Our homes are not meant to 
be mere meeting places of convenience for 
members of our family, but rather accord-
ing to the Torah, to be incubators of spiri-
tuality, places which allow those inside 
to feel safe, seen and nurtured and which 
help bring them closer to Hashem.

From the inward focus of the word ית  ,ב�
and the letter ’’  we learn that in a Jewish ’’ב�
home we are not meant to compare our 
house, our car, our parents, our children to 
others. Instead, our energies are meant to 
be spent focusing on the treasures which 
lay inside- for each person to have one 
dedicated and intimate space in the world 
where they can be given the attention 
needed to help actualize their own spiri-
tual potential. 

When Yaakov Avinu perceived Har 
HaMoriah as a ית  it was because Yaakov ,ב�
sensed the intimacy of the place. Unlike 
his forefathers who felt it to be a mountain 
or a field, which are both public domains, 
Yaakov saw the place as a private space- a 
location meant to draw one’s attention 
solely to what was inside, and focus 
Am Yisrael only towards a relationship 
with Hashem. In so many ways the Beit 

Hamikdash, the ultimate “house”, was the 
model of this idea. It was a place desig-
nated to truly be “present” with HaKodosh 
Baruch Hu, drowning out the distractions 
of the outside world. It reminded Am Yis-
rael about the importance of their relation-
ship with Hashem.

The Midrash explains, however, that 
Yaakov’s perspective of a human “home” 
was flawed. בקש יעקב לשב בשלוה - Yaakov 
believed a home was to be like the house of 
Hashem- a place of serenity and quiet. 

The Midrash (בראשית רבה פ’’ד) continues 
to explain:
בִים  ְ יוֹש� יקִים  ד�ִ הַצ�ַ ֶ ש� עָה  ָ ש� ב�ְ אַחָא  רַב  ’’אָמַר 
טָן  ָ ה הַש�� עוֹלָם הַז�ֶ לְוָה ב�ָ ַ ש� ב ב�ְ ֵ ים לֵיש� ִ ש� לְוָה ו�מְבַק�ְ ַ ש� ב�ְ
לָהֶם  ן  מְתֻק�ָ הו�א  ֶ ש� דַיָין  לאֹ  אָמַר,  ו�מְקַטְרֵג,  א  ב�ָ
לְוָה  ַ ש� ב�ְ ב  ֵ לֵיש� ים  ִ ש� מְבַק�ְ הֵם  ֶ ש� א  אֶל�ָ א  הַב�ָ לָעוֹלָם 
ן, יַעֲקבֹ אָבִינו� עַל יְדֵי  הו�א כ�ֵ ֶ דַע לָךְָ ש� ה. ת�ֵ עוֹלָם הַז�ֶ ב�ָ
טְנוֹ  וג לוֹ ש�ִ ו�ֵ ה נִזְד�ַ עוֹלָם הַז�ֶ לְוָה ב�ָ ַ ש� ב ב�ְ ֵ ש� לֵיש� ק�ֵ ב�ִ ֶ ש�
י וְלאֹ  לַוְת�ִ ָ ב יַעֲקבֹ )איוב ג, כו(: לאֹ ש� ֶ ש� ל יוֹסֵף. וַי�ֵ ֶ ש�
בָן, וְלאֹ  י מִל�ָ קַטְת�ִ ָ ו, וְלאֹ ש� י מֵעֵש�ָ לַוְת�ִ ָ י, לאֹ ש� קַטְת�ִ ָ ש�

ל יוֹסֵף.’’ ֶ א עָלַי רָגְזוֹ ש� באֹ רגֶֹז, ב�ָ ינָה, וַי�ָ י מִד�ִ נָחְת�ִ
Rav Acḥa said: When the righteous live 

in tranquility and seek to live in tranquil-
ity in this world, the accuser comes and 
accuses them. He says: Is what is prepared 
for them in the World to Come not sufficient 
for them, that they seek to live in tranquil-
ity in this world? Know that it is so; Jacob 
our patriarch, because he sought to live in 
tranquility in this world, was confronted 
by the accuser regarding Joseph. “I was not 
tranquil, was not silent” (Job 3:26). “I was 
not tranquil” – from Esau; “was not silent” – 
from Laban. “And I did not rest” (Job 3:26) 
– from Dina. “But turmoil came” (Job 3:26) 
– the turmoil of Joseph came upon me.

The Midrash points to the fact that Tzad-
dikim are not meant to desire tranquility in 
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 in this world, but rather through ,עולם הזה
their tests, they are meant to earn their 
reward for the next world. Hashem was 
teaching Yaakov Avinu something profound 
about a human home- that even amidst 
the complexity of a home, even within the 
noise, the differing personalities and opin-
ions, there too, G-d is found. Yaakov, by 
nature, was always running towards the 
 ,the tent, the solitude of the yeshiva ,אוהל
and the notion that “if only one day my 
home life would become easier, then I could 
become even closer to G-d…” G-d, in turn, 
was teaching him that further closeness to 
G-d could be found by directing his efforts 
to steering his ship even upon turbulent 
waters, by leading and inspiring his family 
even in extremely difficult times.

This past week, I had the distinct honor 
of leading Matan’s Eshkolot Educators’ 
Mission, bringing female Jewish educa-
tors from the United States and the world 
to Israel. The mission focused on helping 
and lending support to the many women 
who are being affected by the current 
war. We made care packages and danced 
with chayalot. We met with Noa Lewis, a 
remarkable woman in the חברא קדישא of 
the רבנות הצבאית who prepares the bodies 
of chayalot for burial. We visited hotels in 
Jerusalem and spoke to mothers of families 
who have been displaced from Sderot. We 
farmed and met with high school students 
in Ofakim, some of whom had lost parents 
on October 7th. Finally, we visited the ככר 
 the square in Tel Aviv dedicated ,החטופים
to the return of the hostages. With each 
visit, with each volunteer opportunity, 
with each interview, it became clear how, 
for so many, the concept of בית has been 

HHaattss  FFoorr  MMeenn  AAnndd  WWoommeenn

3 DOROT RISHONIM
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attribute of Emet, truth in Yaakov. And 
above all, G-d valued their commitment 
to passing on these valued attributes to 
their descendants. That is why He ‘chose 
us from all the nations.’

Our chosenness has nothing to do with 
high intelligence. It has to do with Midot, 
character traits. At the end of the day, 
this is what we are all about. The central 
challenge to us is working on our per-
sonal Midot. The Vilna Gaon said that 
the reason we are here in this world is to 
improve a Midah, which we have thus far 
not perfected. Therefore, we must always 
work on this, for if we do not improve 
our Midot while we are here, what is the 
purpose of life? We must instill this con-
cept in our children and grandchildren 
that bringing home a Report Card with 
all “A’s” on academic subjects will bring 
them a reward but getting all “A’s” on 
the Midot side will bring even a greater 
reward. 
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This Dvar Torah is dedicated in loving memory 
of Yita bat Shlomo, Rav Aharon Ziegler’s mother 
whose yahrzeit is on Shavuot.

Torah Tidbits extends a mazal tov to Rav Ziegler 
on his upcoming book of Torah Derashot, “The 
Sapphire Bricks of Torah” 
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turned upside-down. For many, the feel-
ing of protection associated with “home” 
has been snatched away. People of all 
levels of society feel alone, scared, and 
vulnerable. And yet, at the very same time, 
within this horrible turmoil, one can feel 
the Shechina peaking its way out. Meeting 
members of the Jewish people who are 
actively trying to restore the feeling of בית, 
of safety, of normalcy for our nation was 
incredibly inspiring. Whether it was the 
retired ganenet who has chosen to come 
back to volunteer in a gan for displaced 
children, or speaking a woman, Miri, who 
has taken it upon herself to fundraise and 
provide for the needs of an entire hotel 
of women and children. Whether it was 
talking with Yael Bitton about her role in 
galvanizing the civilian population to help 
families of fathers who are in the army or 
meeting with a high school teacher in the 
South who actively is devoted to healing 
her students through their participation in 
a robotics club- the work that these women 
are doing is kadosh.

It is no coincidence that Parshat Vayeishev 
and Miketz fall out around Chanukah time. 
In both Parshiyot, we see Yaakov Avinu’s 
“home” in shambles. This parallels a major 
theme of Chanukah. What does one do 
when a בית has been violated? After all, the 
Greeks defiled our holiest of holies, they put 
idols in the sanctuary of the בית המקדש. And 
yet, in spite of that pain, the Jewish people 
collectively searched to return the sense 
of בית to the המקדש  They searched for .בית 
one small shred of purity- one vial of oil- and 
from that the miracle of Chanukah took 
place. The oil was lit and the light spread. 
Here we stand today as a people. The sense 

Dr. Ariella Agatstein has been involved in Jewish 
educational leadership for over 20 years.  She received her 
Doctorate in Jewish Educational Leadership from Azrieli 
Graduate School, focusing her thesis on the religious 
development of Modern Orthodox high school students. 
Dr. Agatstein has taught Limudei Kodesh in various schools 
throughout the Unites States and was the Assistant 
Principal of Girls Judaic Studies in Yeshivat Yavneh of Los 
Angeles.  She subsequently moved with her family and 
children to Jerusalem where she became an Eshkolot 
Fellow at the Matan-Sadie Rennert Women's Institute for 
Torah Studies. Dr. Agatstein continues to lecture all over 
Israel on topics related to Torah and pedagogy and she 
remains very passionate about bringing her knowledge 
and experience to the field of Jewish education in 
Israel. She is currently the Director of the Bellows 
Eshkolot Professional Development Fellowship in Matan.

of “home” for so many has been temporarily 
taken away, but here we are again, finding 
metaphorical vials of oil, trying to help peo-
ple kindle their sense of “home” the best 
way we can… and in this holy work, Hash-
em’s shechina can be found.

May we learn from the courage, strength 
and perseverance of those who are helping 
this effort. May we copy their examples 
as they help put the broken pieces of our 
collective בתים together, spreading rays of 
light in this deep darkness. Finally, may 
we merit a present-day Chanukah miracle 
very soon, defeating all of our enemies and 
returning all of our hostages and soldiers 
safely. Shabbat Shalom. 
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KALMAN SAMUELS

Believe in 
Miracles

As we welcome the festival of Chanu-
kah, the holiday of miracles, I reflect on 
the power of light and the miracles that 
enabled Shalva to become the organization 
it is today. 

Rabbi Yosef Karo, the author of the Shul-
chan Aruch asked a famous question: if oil 
for one day was found and it lit for eight 
days until fresh oil could be prepared, why 
do we celebrate eight days of the miracle 
rather than seven, since there was in fact 
oil for that first day. There have been a 
multitude of learned answers to this ques-
tion over generations but for me it has 
always been very simple. In spite of the 
fact they knew they had oil for one day, 
they didn’t give up but rather they went 
ahead and lit their oil, doing what they 
could and relying on G-d for the rest. This 
lesson has served us well.

One of the first miracles we witnessed 
was when our son Yossi had his miraculous 
breakthrough to communication. Yossi had 
been injured by a faulty vaccination when 
he was just a baby, which rendered him 
deaf and blind and severely hyperactive.

At the age of eight, Yossi’s teacher at 
the school for the deaf, finger-spelled the 
five letters of the Hebrew word for table, 

‘Shulchan’ in the palm of his hand for days 
on end. At some point, Yossi’s face lit up 
and she recognized that he had just had his 
breakthrough to communication and his 
world literally opened up as he learned to 
communicate via signs in his palm and later 
he miraculously learned to speak Hebrew.

Remembering her pact with G-d, Malki 
sat me down and said ‘Kalman it is pay-
back time’ and on the back of Yossi’s mira-
cle, Shalva was founded.

Over the coming decades, while Shalva 
grew both in the number of programs, peo-
ple we serviced and the physical space we 
needed, we had no shortage of challenges 
but each time when we truly felt the issues 
faced were insurmountable, we witnessed 
G-d’s hand as a solution came along.

It is this foundation of miracles that we at 
Shalva endeavor to help families navigate the 
challenges they face with faith and fortitude.

We appreciate all too well the despair 
and sense of darkness families face when 
they learn they have a child with disabil-
ities, and at the same time, we know the 
impact of hope.

We know that hope is the key to relieving 
the sense of despair and helping families 
see the light, understanding the potential 
that each and every child has and their 
unique role within our society.

Yossi, our beloved son and the catalyst 
for us starting Shalva is our bright miracle 
as he continues to live his life heroically, 
overcoming the many obstacles in his path 

FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT  
OF SHALVA

SPECIAL GUEST DVAR TORAH

CHANUKAH
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despite his obvious limitations. Today he is 
able to communicate and live a life of great 
meaning and contribution.

There is no greater testimony to the realm 
of the miraculous than to bear witness to 
the human being’s ability to overcome his 
greatest obstacles, and to do so successfully.

The Chanukah story brings the narrative 
of the powerful Maccabee family to life. 
The Maccabees were a family who did not 
give up on their faith or on G-d, despite the 
tremendous obstacles they faced in their 
fight against the cruel Greek army.

At Shalva, we see this same Emunah 
(faith) and Bitachon (trust) manifest daily 
as we watch hundreds of families walk 
through the door every morning to fight 
for miracles for their children, and in 
doing so, their children have become the 
Maccabees of Shalva.

Our hope and prayer is that the treach-
erous battle our Jewish nation is currently 
fighting will end with the miracles of Cha-
nukah, igniting much needed light. We are 
not a nation who merely believes in mir-
acles, we are a nation who are witness to 
them, every moment of every day. 

Keep believing... miracles are our Jewish 
birthmark. 

Kalman Samuels serves as the President of Shalva, 
which he founded with his wife Malki in 1990. As the 
head of Shalva, he is recognized as a leading figure in 
the field of disability care and addresses gatherings 
internationally. Since the organization’s inception, 
Kalman has played a leading role in ensuring Shalva’s 
sustainability and growth. He has received many 
awards for his contribution to Israeli society, most 
recently in 2022 when he lit the Independence Day 
Torch and in 2019, an Honorary Doctor of Philosophy 
from Bar Ilan University.  Kalman’s memoir, Dreams 
Never Dreamed, was released in Hebrew and 
English and available online and in bookstores.
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Gavriel, was sent to find Yosef and steer him 
along the road that had been decided for him 
(and for the Jewish people) in advance.

Sometimes it is hard for us to see Hashem’s 
master plan, something we have certainly felt 
in recent challenging times. We only experi-
ence the pain and suffering and question why, 
what is this all for. Yet we can see from the 
parsha that Hashem has a plan for the Jew-
ish people. We are able to move through and 
beyond all hardships knowing that they are 
on the path leading us to the final redemption. 

עם הנצח לא מפחד מדרךָ ארוכה

Ayal Weinstein
9th Grade
Ma’ale Adumim

Following Yosef’s Footsteps
In this week’s parsha, we read that Yosef 

was sold into slavery by his brothers because 
they were jealous that he was their father’s 
favorite. But what did Yosef do that caused 
him to be the favorite son in the first place?

The Torah tells us that Yaakov asked 
Yoseph to go to Shechem to check on his 
brothers, “Your brothers are herding sheep 
in Shechem. Come I will send you to them.” 
It isn’t clear exactly what his father wanted 
from him. Nevertheless, Yosef answered by 
simply saying “הנני.”

When we are asked to do something, we auto-
matically ask why? What’s the reason? Can I do 
it later? But Yosef doesn’t complain or make any 

Gavriel Novick
Director of 
Development

It’s All Part of the Plan
Yaakov sends Yosef to check on his 

brothers who were shepherding away 
from home. Yosef accepts the task but soon 
seems to get lost on the journey. A man 
sees him and asks Yosef what he is look-
ing for. Yosef responds “I am looking for 
my brothers. Tell me now, where are they 
pasturing?” The mysterious unnamed man 
immediately remembers Yosef’s brothers 
and points Yosef in their direction.

This entire episode seems strange. Why 
does the Torah relate this seemingly unim-
portant tangent where Yosef is briefly lost 
and a man shows him the way? Who is this 
man and why does the Torah not tell us any-
thing about him? Chazal teach us that this 
man was actually the angel Gavriel. Why 
then did an angel, a messenger of God, point 
Yosef in the direction of harm, a path which 
would result in his sale as a slave to Egypt.

A central theme in parshat Vayesheiv is the 
choice of the individual coupled with the des-
tiny of the nation. While Yaakov, Yosef and 
the brothers are all making their own deci-
sions, Hashem is ensuring the predestined 
fate of the Jewish people. The Levush Orah 
points out that in the pasukim Yosef doesn’t 
find the man he can then ask for directions. 
Rather the man finds him. The man, or 
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הודו לה' כי טוב

excuses. Instead, he says “I am here” without 
even knowing the reason why his father wants 
him to go there and what he needs to do.

This is a lesson that we can learn from 
Yosef which is specifically relevant during 
these challenging times. There are so many 
people suffering now and there are so many 
things that we could do to help. Whenever 
the opportunity presents itself, it is important 
that we follow in the path of Yosef and just 
respond “I am here” no matter what the task 
is. Instead of making excuses, asking the rea-
son why or arguing that someone else can do 
it, we should all say “הנני” to any opportunity 
where we can help and make a difference. 

YET THE US WISHES TO
EMPOWER THE PA AND UNRWA. 

REMIND US POLICY-MAKERS:  
PA never cancelled their covenant of
total war 
PA supported Oct 7 massacre
PA will not repeal their law which which
remunerates anyone who murders a Jew
with a fee for life 
UNRWA indoctrinates a new generation
to adhere to the "right of return by force
of arms"
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Details: Vaad Harabbonim  |  Charity Tax deductible, 
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