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THIS WEEK'S COVER IMAGE!

Photo submitted by Dov Lipman of his son Shlomo Lipman
Dov Lipman describes the cover photo with the following words: A tale of two wars. 
Shlomo’s great-grandmother a”h woke up every morning in Auschwitz and prayed 
to G-d. Today, Shlomo starts ever day saying the same words as a proud IDF soldier 
at war. Am Yisrael Chai.

HELPFUL REMINDERS
Kristallnacht is commemorated on Nov. 9th 
(The Hebrew date of Kristallnacht was 16 Marcheshvan)

Netanel, our comics writer  
and designer, is defending our  
country and unable to produce  
a comic strip for this week.
Stay safe and well Netanel!
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Israeli captives being held in Gaza, along 
with his friend and neighbor Eitan Mor who 
was also taken captive. We sat with Eliyahu, 
Avishag and their 16 year old daughter Aviyah 
for a long while, but I could not shake the feel-
ing in my heart of how significant this is. The 
same issues, the same dilemmas, of hostages 
and captivity and war, make their appearance 
in that week’s parsha, taking place in this 
exact location, as we sat in Hebron, in Elonei 
Mamre. We wondered what to do, just like 
Avraham must have in this place almost 4,000 
years ago.

When I returned home, I decided to look 
into the story in the Torah while doing 
shnayim mikra v’echad targum, and I 
noticed a few details while reading the text. 
First of all, I realized that the reason why 
Lot wasn’t with Avraham, which put him 
in a situation where he could be kidnapped, 
was because of how Lot and Avraham had 
separated from each other. I looked back 
at how that separation is described by the 
Torah. Avraham tells Lot: “If you go left, 
I will go right. If you go right, I will go left” 
(Bereishit 13:9). While Avraham probably 
did not have in mind the modern political 
meaning of left and right, I nevertheless 
thought about the significance of the 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
חיה בת ר’ יצחק הכהן ע”ה
 HELEN SCHIFFMILLER a”h
whose 5th Yahrtzeit is on כ”ו מרחשון

Last Monday morning, Rabbi Moshe 
Hauer, Rabbi Shimon Ismach and I went 
to Ma’arat Hamachpelah, the Cave of the 
Patriarchs, to daven Shacharit. As I listened 
to the baal koreh read from the Torah the 
beginning of Parshat Lech Lecha, “G-d said 
to Avram: Go away from your land, and your 
birthplace, and from your father’s house, to 
the Land that I will show you,” while stand-
ing where our forefathers and foremothers 
were buried, I was struck by the significance 
of beginning Avraham’s story in this place, at 
this time. The words took on new meaning 
for me. I began to meditate on the concepts 
I had just spoken about in the Amidah, 
the first bracha of Magen Avraham, and I 
thought about what Avraham did in his life 
that gave us such merit to return to our Land 
after two thousand years of exile.

After davening, as these thoughts swirled 
in my head, I saw my friend, Rabbi Simcha 
Hochbaum. He said to us, “Isn’t it interest-
ing that this week’s parsha contains the 
first occurrence in the Torah of pidyon 
shevuyim, the redeeming of a hostage 
from captivity?” He was referring to how 
Lot was kidnapped and Avraham had to 
deal with this by fighting a war to bring 
him home. I agreed with him that that was 
indeed interesting, and it caused me to 
ruminate on these ideas even more.

Leaving Ma’arat Hamachpelah, we went 
to visit the mayor of Kiryat Arba, Eliyahu 
Leivman and his wife Avishag. Unfortunately, 
their son Elyakim Shlomo is one of the 239 
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in Israel during these times is incredible. 
When you look at how many Jews living in 
the Diaspora have opened the homes they 
own in Israel to families from the north and 
south. Israelis who own second apartments 
have invited their brothers and sisters who 
need shelter and living space. Not only that, 
but so many living in their own homes have 
welcomed in one or even more families to live 

with them. Every-
one has gone the 
extra mile, making 
sure everything 
is there for these 
families. Even if 
the refrigerator 
is working, but 
a large family 
from the south is 
coming, they will 
replace the refrig-

erator with a larger one to fit their needs. 
People have bought new beds, tables, chairs, 
anything that is needed for their fellow Jew. 
This is true hachnasat orchim in action.

It is remarkable to see how the middot of 
Avraham Avinu can be seen in his descen-
dants today. How much he cared for pidyon 

separation between leftists and right-wing-
ers in Israeli politics.

Another interesting detail is how Lot, 
Avraham’s nephew, is described when 
Avraham hears he was taken captive: “And 
when Avram heard that his brother was 
taken captive…” (Bereishit 14:14). Why is 
Lot called Avraham’s brother when he is, 
after all, Avraham’s nephew? The reason 
for this is clear 
to me. When any 
Jew is in trouble, 
we automatically 
feel that that Jew 
is a brother, a sis-
ter, a close family 
member. Lot may 
have been Avra-
ham’s nephew, 
but when he was 
in trouble, he felt 
like a brother. There is no better proof for 
this than what is happening in Klal Yisrael 
right now in response to the crisis. I have 
no doubt that we are all feeling like broth-
ers and sisters right now to each and every 
Jew. We are all in this together.

This isn’t just a theme in Lech Lecha. This 
week’s parsha, Parshat Vayera, opens with 
Avraham sitting in his tent after his covenant 
with Hashem and his brit milah. He’s in tre-
mendous pain. It’s hot. Yet what Avraham 
Avinu is thinking about, while lying in pain, 
is “Where are my guests? How can I fulfill 
the precept of hospitality, hachnasat orchim, 
if there are no people passing by?” It is hard 
to guess what pained Avraham more.

There are so many acts of chesed occur-
ring in our communities right now, but the 
amount of hachnasat orchim we are seeing 

The OU Israel Family
sends heartfelt condolences to 

Aryeh & Yocheved Fund and family
on the passing of their daughter

ADINA (FUND) CANNON a”h
Condolences to her husband 

Tuvia and their children
and to all the uncles and aunts

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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shevuyim. How much he focused on hachna-
sat orchim. We have a concept of maaseh 
avot siman lebanim - the actions of the forefa-
thers is a sign for their children. That is truly 
how it is here. 

The world is surprised how united we 
are. How we care for every single Jew. 
How much worry we have for 239 Israeli 
hostages, whom most don’t even know and 
never met. It’s because we have the mid-
dot of our forefathers and foremothers, of 
Avraham and Sarah, Yitzchak and Rivka, 
Yaakov and Rachel and Leah. They taught 
us what it means to be Jews, with Jewish 
hearts, and to act like a Jew should. 

The fact that we can be here, 4,000 years 
later, and continue to follow in their foot-
steps, shows why Avraham was so happy last 
week at the Brit Bein Habetarim, the Cove-
nant of the Pieces. Hashem told him that yes, 
his children will be in exile, in lands not their 
own. But they will remain his children. They 
will keep his covenant and act as he acted. 
But he also heard the same promise that 
Rachel Imenu would receive, “And there is 
hope for your future, says the Lord; and your 
children shall return to their own border” 
(Yirmiyahu 31:16). True, there will be strug-
gles. There will be fighting. But so long as we 
continue with those middot exemplified by 
our forefathers, to help every Jew in need, 
we can show the world who we are at our 
best. Let us not forget where we got these 
middot from.

Wishing you all an uplifting and  
inspiring Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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Vayeira – Praying for Others

FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

The famed kabbalist Rav Yitzchak Luria, 
the Arizal, taught that before praying one 
should formally accept upon him or herself 
the mitzvah of loving one’s fellow man, 
v’ahavta l’reiacha komocha, as that is the 
gateway to entry into G-d’s presence. This 
is remarkable, as prayer is the ultimate reli-
gious experience, bein adam laMakom,, and 
yet it must be framed and preceded by the 
consummate interpersonal commitment, 
bein adam l’chaveiro. It was, however, con-
cern for other people that framed the origi-
nal shacharit prayer of Avraham that estab-
lished the pattern of prayer for the future. 
When Avraham stood before Hashem in 
prayer (Bereishit 18:23-33), he was not moti-
vated by the desire for spiritual communion 
or driven by personal need. His prayer was 
an expression of love and concern for the 
people of Sodom. What motivated that orig-
inal Jewish prayer became the definitive 
framing for every such prayer.

This perspective can help us resolve an 
apparent difficulty that arises subsequently 
in our parsha. We read the story of Sarah 
being taken by Avimelech and of the plague 
of barrenness that struck his household as a 
result. This plague was relieved when Avra-
ham – upon Sarah’s release – prayed on their 
behalf (Bereishis 20:17). The Talmud (BT 
Bava Kamma 92a) notes that immediately 

following this story we are told that G-d 
remembered Sarah and blessed her with a 
child. This, explains the Talmud, was because 
Avraham had prayed for another, even 
though he had the very same need. One who 
demonstrates that kind of selflessness will 
indeed be answered first. Evidently prayer 
for others – in the spirit of Avraham’s prayer 
for Sodom - is more effective and virtuous 
than prayer for oneself. 

The difficulty rises from the following sec-
tion (Bereishis 21:17), where we read about 
Yishmael dying of thirst in the desert. Hagar 
cannot bear what her son is going through, 
and so she places him beneath the shelter 
of a bush and moves some distance away 
where she raises her voice and weeps. G-d 
then hears the voice of the child and calls out 
to Hagar, saying – “Do not fear, for G-d has 
heard the voice of the child…”. Rashi notes 
that it was the child’s cries who were heard, 
not those of his mother, “for the prayer of the 
ill person himself is more powerful than that 
of the prayers of others on his behalf.” 

These two neighboring observations 
appear to be in conflict. In the first case Avra-
ham’s prayer is given extra impact because 
it is for others, whereas in the latter case, 
Yishmael’s prayer is heard because it is for 
himself. How do we reconcile these two con-
flicting sources? 
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The difference is clear. In the first case, 
Avraham was not forced to pray for Avimel-
ech; he chose to. Avimelech had apologized 
to him and had made good to him. He held 
nothing against him; in fact, he wanted him 
to thrive. It was Avraham of his own accord 
who saw their suffering and wanted to do his 
part to ameliorate it. There is nothing more 
powerful to G-d, no prayer more welcome, 
than a prayer that is an expression of our gen-
uine care for each other. Hagar’s prayer, on 
the other hand, was not for her child. Hagar 
was upset by his suffering, but she was out to 
relieve her own pain over her son’s suffering, 
not his - witness the fact that she distanced 
herself from him even as he was suffering 
and dying. If her concern was truly his pain, 
she would have stood by him in his suffering. 
Clearly, her concern was for her own share 
of her child’s pain. She moved to where she 
would not have to observe, not have to see 
and to share the depth of his pain. 

Hagar averted her eyes from the suffering 
of her own son. Avraham chose to focus on 
the suffering of strangers. Avraham defines 
our legacy, our path in life. It was Avraham’s 
prayer for Sodom that established the format 
of prayer for the Jewish people, framed by 
caring for each other. 

No matter how long the current war drags 
on, we will not avert our eyes from the suf-
fering of our brothers and sisters in Israel. 
May Hashem hear our heartfelt prayers and 
bring an end to the suffering of acheinu kol 
beit Yisrael. 
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077-2305650

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar" 
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The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed 
and does not require expensive fitting.

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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Rare Penthouse for sale!

Massive balconies
3 storage rooms
3 parking spots

Gym
Swimming pool

Guard

18 m nis

For sale!!

New exclusive!!

Gorgeous talbia property!
4 bedrooms

Big sukka balcony
Luxury renovation

Elevator

10.2 m nis

Wolfson apartment for sale!

130 sqm
Great views
Renovated

Parking

6 m nis

Shifra Lopian
052-6735-300

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

ותאמר לאברהם גרש האמה הזאת ואת בנה ...)כ"א:י(
"And she said to Avraham: Drive away this maidservant and her son…. (21:10)
Would it not have been wiser for Yishmael to remain and receive the same type of parental education that Yitzchak 
acquired? Perhaps, Yishmael would not have become the evil person that he later became?
The Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan 1838-1933) answers by saying that Sarah resolved that Yishmael would be 
a poor role model for Yitzchak. Thereby, leaving the only alternative, to send Yishmael away. While she realized that the 
opposite could occur of Yitzchak having a positive influence on Yishmael to leave his evil behavior, however, her prophetic 
perception advised her otherwise.
Avraham was hesitant and needed G-d to comply with Sarah's request of sending Yishmael away. The ability of evil 
becoming dominant is too great and cannot be risked.                                                                                         - Shabbat Shalom
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Israel's LEADING and MOST TRUSTED Furniture Repair Company
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May Hashem protect our men & women serving to defend our Country 
& the people of Israel & safely bring  home all of the hostages

Keren Ashkelon

Support Our Soldiers and Defeat Terrorism
We are reaching out to request your 
support for our courageous soldiers and 
security forces battling Islamist terrorism in 
southern Israel

They need our help urgently in 
providing much needed equipment.

All contributions go directly to aid our 
troops.

All donations to the amuta of Keren 
Ashkelon are tax-deductible.

WE ARE REGISTERED WITH PEF
FOR DONATIONS.

Banking details:
Bank: Hapoalim (no. 12)
Branch: 686
Account: 551230
Payee: Keren Ashkelon
IBAN: IL210126860000000551230
Swift: POALILIT

With G-d’s help and your donations, 
we can make a profound impact on 
our nation’s security and future.
         With gratitude,

David Zwebner
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER

KEREN ASHKELON

054-433-2621

The Philanthropic Arm of the City of Ashkelon בע"ה

    
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

The eager hospitality modeled by Avraham 
becomes the paradigm of chesed for the 
Jewish people.

Sarah laughs at the news that she will 
have a child. She is reprimanded for that. 
But Avraham laughed at the same news at 
the end of last week’s parsha. He is not rep-
rimanded. Rashi comments there: laughter 
comes in 2 forms. Simcha, happy laughter. 
And scoffing. Avraham laughed; wow, look 
at that, me 99, she 90 – and we’ll have a 
child! Sarah scoffed, guffawed: what? Me 
at 90 and he at 99? Don’t think so. 

She has a point. Sarah is the realist. Avra-
ham the dreamer. Jewish history will need 
the dreamers and the realists. The Avot 
tend to be the dreamers; the Imahot, the 
women, the realists.

2ND ALIYA (18:15-33)
The men leave for Sodom. 

G-d reasons that He may not 
withhold from Avraham, the champion of 

PARSHAT VAYEIRA
The beloved stories of the life of Avra-

ham are found in our Parsha. Avraham 
hosts the angels who tell him of the 
impending birth of Yitzchak to Sarah. 
G-d tells Avraham of His intent to destroy 
Sodom; Avraham pleads on their behalf. 
The city of Sodom is destroyed, Lot is 
saved. The nations of Moav and Amon are 
born from Lot and his daughters. Avra-
ham sojourns in Gerar. Sarah gives birth 
to Yitzchak. Hagar and Yishmael are sent 
away. Avraham makes a pact with Avimel-
ech. The parsha concludes with the dra-
matic story of Akeidat Yitzchak, the near 
death of Yitzchak at the hands of Avraham.

 1ST ALIYA (18:1-14)
G-d appears to Avraham. 3 

men are warmly welcomed 
by Avraham with lavish hospitality. They 
announce to him that by this time next 
year Sarah will have a child. She overhears 
this from the tent and laughs, for her abil-
ity to bear a child is a thing of the past. G-d 
protests – is anything too much for G-d 
– this time next year you will have had a 
child.

This story is a precious glimpse into the 
home of Avraham and Sarah. The whole 
house participates in the kindness – Avra-
ham, Sarah, the young helpers. And the 
word run or fast occurs 4 times in 6 verses. 
This is an energetic, enthusiastic welcome. 

May the Torah learned 
 from this Torah Tidbits  

be in loving memory of and לע”נ 

ROBERT ACKERT z”l
ירחמיאל חי בן אברהם ז”ל

כ”ב מרחשון תשפ”ב
on his second yahrzeit

beloved husband, father
and grandfather

We love and miss you so much
Rita, Dina, Rebekah & family,  

Yehoshua Chaim & family
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BAKA - stunning 3 story house on a quiet 
and pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end 
designed, swimming-pool, large wrap 
around garden, parking

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM – 4 rooms, 90m,  
2nd floor + elevator, renovated by 
architect, fireplace, air conditioning,  
very central, close to all amenities

3050000 NIS  - MENDEL 052-8980111

ARNONA – 3 rooms that will be 
transformed into 4 rooms of 90m, 3rd 
floor with elevator, store-room, parking, 
ONLY 2520000NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488

On a small and pastoral street in the heart 
of BAKA - Penthouse/Duplex, 5 rooms, 
terraces, 15m + balcony, 6m, 2nd and 3rd 
floor + elevator, 3 orientations, parking

MICHAEL 052-3202488

justice, of His plan to destroy Sodom. Avra-
ham challenges Him: How can You destroy 
the righteous along with the wicked? And 
how can You destroy the place if there 
are righteous people present? Avraham 
presses his point.

The generosity of Avraham continues, 
though expressed quite differently here. 
He refuses to allow, unchallenged, the 
destruction of Sodom. And his argument 
changes. The first argument is: why 
should the same fate be for both righ-
teous and wicked? If You destroy the city, 
then the same fate awaits both righteous 
and wicked. A just G-d would punish the 
wicked, but not the righteous. But then he 
turns the tables. Don’t spare the righteous 
and punish only the wicked; rather, save 
the whole city, wicked and all. Avraham is 
pleading for the lives of the wicked. 

Avraham has great generosity of spirit. 
The Judge of all can judge the wicked; my 
role is to be generous to them. He previ-
ously rescued Lot and all the people of 
Sodom who had been taken captive in 
the wars of the 4 Kings and 5 Kings; these 
same people who then too were already 
described as wicked. Further on in our 
parsha, he is not happy with Sarah want-
ing to send Yishmael away, even though his 
behavior is not to Sarah’s liking. This too is 
his generosity of spirit.

We would be true students of Avraham if 
we left the judgement of our fellow man to 
Him, and were generous to a fault to them 
instead.

3RD ALIYA (10:1-20)
The men journey to Sodom. 

Lot prevails on them to stay 
with him. The men of the city object to 
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the presence of these foreigners. It turns 
violent. The visitors tell Lot that Sodom is 
to be destroyed and he must leave quickly. 
His sons in law refuse. The morning dawns 
and Lot, his wife and daughters leave 
Sodom, told not to look back. 

Lot is Avraham’s closest relative. He 
seems to follow in the footsteps of Avraham. 
He welcomes the strangers, gives them a 
place in his home, serves them food. A par-
allel story to Avraham’s kindness to them. 
But the lesson lies not in the similarities but 
in the differences. Lot is living in Sodom. 
That makes all the difference.

This story is the beginning of the theme 
that will dominate the rest of the book of 
Genesis: who of Avraham’s family is in? 
And who is out? Avraham’s family will 
inherit the covenant of the Jewish people – 
but who in his family? After all, Lot is his 
nearest of kin. With the imminent birth 
of Yitzchak, the question as to who will 
inherit the Land of Israel becomes urgent. 
Will it be all of Avraham’s entourage? Lot, 
Yishmael, Yitzchak? Will Avraham’s gener-
osity of spirit extend to the promise of the 
Land – will he want to include his broader 
family unit? 

Well, one person we can see is not going 
to be a part of Jewish history: Lot. Lot 
writes himself out of that possibility with 
his association with Sodom.

 4TH ALIYA (19:21-21:4)
Lot is told to flee Sodom. The 

cities of Sodom and Gemora are 
destroyed. Lot’s wife looks back and turns 
to a pillar of salt. Avraham looks out from 
the hills and sees the destruction. Lot flees 
to the hills. The 2 daughters of Lot ply him 
with wine and become pregnant from him, 

reasoning that they are the only ones left 
in the world. They name their children 
Moav and Amon. Avraham goes to Gerar. 
Avimelech is told by G-d not to touch 
Sarah. Avimelech confronts Avraham as 
to why he hid Sarah’s identity from him. 
Avraham responds: I saw there is no fear 
of G-d here. G-d fulfills what he promised 
to Sarah. She gives birth to Yitzchak. Avra-
ham circumcises him as G-d commanded.

There is a lot of “seeing”: Lot should not 
look back, while Avraham is looking over 
the plain. The daughters see themselves as 
Noah and family – the sole survivors. Avra-
ham sees there is no fear of G-d.

Lot did not see, or take to heart that he 
lived amongst sinners. What Lot did not see 
around him Avraham perceived immedi-
ately in Gerar; there is no fear of G-d here. 

The story of Lot’s daughters is tragic 
self-deception. Rav Hershel Schachter likes 
to point out – did they really think, of all 
the people in the world, they are the most 
righteous to be saved? There is no one else 
in the entire world except them? Really? 
What about Avraham? How did they feel 
the next day when they walked down the 
street and saw a whole world of people?

5TH ALIYA (21:5-21)
Yitzchak grows and is weaned. 

Sarah sees Yishmael playing with 
Yitzchak. She tells Avraham to banish this 
boy, for he will not inherit on a par with 
Yitzchak. This troubles Avraham but G-d 
tells him to listen to Sarah. Avraham arises 
early, sends away Hagar and Yishmael. 
They go to the desert of Be’er Sheva. The 
water runs out. Hagar cannot bear to see 
the death of her child and cries. An angel 
calls to her. Her eyes are opened, she sees a 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

SEALING SERVICES 
AND ROOFING

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

well and gives water to Yishmael.
The next generation of the Jewish peo-

ple has now been born. Who will be part 
of the covenant? Lot is out, but he is not a 
child of Avraham, albeit a nephew. Sarah 
tells Avraham that Yishmael, although a 
child of Avraham, is not the next genera-
tion of the Jewish people. Yishmael’s ban-
ishment is a parallel story to the Akeida 
that we are about to read. In both stories 
Avraham arises early, a child walks with a 
parent, the child’s life is in danger, an angel 
calls, the parent sees what they did not see 
before, the child is saved. Similar stories 
teach that G-d cares and saves the one in 
distress. But similarities are only similar – 
they are not the same. Yishmael will not be 
Yitzchak’s equal in the next generation of 
the Jewish people.

 6TH ALIYA (21:22-34)
Avimelech initiates a pact with 

Avraham in Be’er Sheva. They 
name the place Be’er Sheva from the word 
to swear. Avraham calls out in G-d’s name 
in Beersheva.

Avraham’s fame has prompted a pact. 
Why would Avimelech make such a pact? 
It would seem that not only is Avraham 
famous, but so too are the Divine promises 
of inheriting the Land of Israel. People 
know about them. And believe them and 
respect them. So, they would rather be on 
Avraham’s side.

 7TH ALIYA (22:1-24)
Akeidat Yitzchak, the binding 

of Isaac. Avraham is told to take 
Yitzchak and offer him as an offering. On 
the way, Yitzchak questions Avraham. They 
arrive at the mountain. At the last moment, 
the angel calls to Avraham. Avraham has 
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proven his loyalty to G-d’s command. He sees 
a ram caught in the bush and offers it in the 
place of Yitzchak. They return to Be’er Sheva.

The most dramatic story in the Torah. 
A story of absolute loyalty to the Divine 
command but also one of pathos and 
irony. The man of generosity, who pleaded 
for the lives of the wicked of Sodom now 
prepared to take the life of his son. The 
one who challenged the injustice of the 
impending destruction of Sodom, now 
has no voice of objection. And the most 
obvious – the one who waited patiently for 
25 years for the promise of a child – and a 
future – now prepared to destroy it all.

A story that can be pondered and studied 
for a lifetime. Perhaps, one element of the 
story pertains to the promises. While the 
promises to Avraham of fame, family and 
fortune have been granted by G-d. And 
the promise of his family inheriting the 
Land of Israel is now able to take shape. So 
everything in life works out just right. No. 
Do not think G-d’s reach for man and for 
the Jewish people will be without its com-
plexity, its sacrifices, its mysteries in trying 
to understand the ineffable ways of G-d. 
While an intimate bond is being created 
of G-d’s love for the Jewish people, and 
while we are increasingly being drawn 
to Him, He remains opaque, inscrutable, 

mysterious, ineffable. We live with Divine 
intimacy and vast distance simultaneously.

 

HAFTORAH - 2 KINGS , 4:1-37
This week’s parsha famously tells us 

that although Avraham and Sarah were 
advanced in age  they miraculously bear a 
child. Along these same lines the haftorah 
this Shabbat describes a similar incident 
in which the navi Elisha assures an elderly 
childless woman that she will bear a child.

Elisha would often pass through the city 
of Shunem. A couple who lived in the town 
offered a place for Elisha to stay. They even 
made a guest room that Elisha could use 
whenever he needed. Elisha became aware 
that the couple was childless. He blessed the 
woman that she would give birth. Indeed a 
year later a son was born to the couple.

The story does not end there. A few years 
later the son died suddenly. The woman 
called Elisha back to her home. Elisha 
quickly came and miraculously was able to 
bring the child back to life. 

In loving memory of our 
parents/grandparents  

Bennie & Florence Klein
on their 17th yahrzeits

ברוך בן פרץ ז״ל
פריידל בת חנן ראובן ע״ה

Janet & Gordon Berkley and family

      י״ב חשון
    כ״ה חשון

May the learning from 
this issue of Torah Tidbits

be in loving memory of
our father, grandfather, 

great-grandfather

Alfred S. Cohen ז”ל
אבא שלום אהרון הכהן ז”ל  
on his 15th yahrzeit - כ”ד מרחשון

by his daughters: 
Janice Weinreb, Barbara Yasgur,  

Benay Cohen-Nesher and families
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STATS

4th of the 54 sedras; 4th of 12 sedras in  Bereshit.
Written on 252 lines in a Torah, rank: 5.
6 Parshiyot; 4 open, 2 closed.
147 pesukim - ranks 7th (4th in Bereshit).
2085 words - ranks 2nd (1st in Bereshit).
7862 letters - rank: 3rd (2nd in Bereshit).
Vayeira is actually the 2nd largest  sedra in the 
Torah. (Naso, is #1 with no rival  - Bamidbar, 
Pinchas, and R'ei all take up  more lines than 
Vayeira, but those sedras  each have many 
parshiyot, which means  a lot of blank space 
between parshiyot,  which adds to the line-count.) 

MITZVOT

None of Taryag (the 613 mitzvot) are found in 
Vayeira (one of 17 sedras without  entries on the 
list of 613) - however, there  are Midot and values 
and other lessons.

Ohr Meir and Bracha 
feeds over 400 families 

of  victims of  terror with food for 
Shabbos, the week and Chagim.  
Now we need to help many more 

families who have already contacted us. 
 Your donations are needed to help us  Your donations are needed to help us 

continue helping all the families in need.

PLEASE PARTNER WITH US AND 
DONATE TODAY

Ohr Meir & Bracha - The Terror Victims Support Center
3/1 Yakim Street, P.O. Box  41055, Jerusalem 91410

www.terror-victims.org.il       office@terror-victims.org.il
+972-2-5401006   718-705-7444   050-419-7775

 Come help us packedge Thursdays 8:00-9:30 a.m. 3 Yakim St. Jerusalem

INVEST IN ISRAEL !
INVEST IN YOUR FUTURE

WE HAVE GREAT INCOME
PROJECTS.  

YOU CAN EVEN USE
YOUR IRA AND 401K

FUNDS TO BUY  
INVESTMENT PROPERTY
IN ISRAEL WITHOUT TAX

PENALTIES.

LET ME SHOW YOU HOW!

Buy What You Want - When You Want it
Let's Join Forces & Turn Your Dream Into A Reality!

IL: 972.52.682.9367
info@keteradvisors.com

US: 786.385.8859
www.keteradvisors.com 

Izzy Leizerowitz
Broker Fee: 2% + VAT
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

Optimism Pays
It may not have been the first day I 

reported to my new job, but it was not 
many days later that I first met Richard 
Hood. I had joined a team of new PhDs, 
some trained as psychologists and some 
as educators, whose assignment it was to 
breathe new life into a very old-fashioned, 
one might even say backward, school sys-
tem in suburban Washington, D.C.

It was a rapidly changing community 
that had been semi-rural up until the 
late 1960s. At the time I joined the school 
system advisory staff as senior school psy-
chologist, the area was becoming much 
more diverse. On the one hand, high-level 
government employees were beginning to 
move there, finding the real estate prices 
more attractive than the neighboring 
counties. But at the same time, there were 
a number of areas that were depressed 
socio-economically and were spillovers 
from the teeming African-American ghet-
tos of our nation’s capital. It was not long 
before that Washington had experienced 
the riots of 1968.

I have many stories to tell about the years 
I served in that environment. But I want 
to focus this week’s discussion upon the 
personality of this one colleague, Richard 
Hood, a tall, burly man in his early thirties 
with a Southern drawl that originated in 

small-town Mississippi. His politics were 
liberal; he was open-minded, tolerant, and 
most empathic. But he was a cynic. His 
favorite word was “irredeemable.” “This 
school system is ‘irredeemable,’” he would 
say. “The government is irredeemable.” 
“Mankind is irredeemable.” “The world is 
irredeemable.” His attitude to life was best 
expressed in the sign that hung above his 
desk: “Pessimism Pays.”

He felt that people were essentially evil, 
that a life of pain and frustration awaited 
us all, that man was fated to suffer. His spir-
itual mentor was the philosopher, Arthur 
Schopenhauer, whose writings have been 
described as the “Bible of pessimism.”

Richard had a bone to pick with Western 
culture, child-rearing, and public education. 

May the learning in this issue  
of Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת
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as well as great secular philosophers have 
struggled to understand it. How could 
Abraham, who so valued human life that 
he stood up to God Himself pleading the 
case of wicked Sodom and Gomorrah, 
unhesitatingly obey God’s command that 
he slay his own son?

That is not a question I will even attempt 
to address within the limits of this col-
umn. But another aspect of the story has 
always troubled me. At the beginning of 
the story, Abraham was unaware of its 
happy ending. He did not know that at the 
last moment, an angel would order him to 
desist from sacrificing his son. As far as he 
knew, a terrible, unspeakable tragedy was 
about to unfold. But in his words to the 
servants who accompanied him, he was 
completely reassuring and gave them no 
inkling of the catastrophe that was about to 

He felt that we deceive our children into 
believing that the world is basically a 
benign and safe environment, that success 
could be achieved by hard work, and good 
health guaranteed by clean living. He main-
tained that “we indoctrinate our youth into 
the belief that the world is a rose-garden, 
whereas in reality it is a snake pit.”

I had long one-on-one discussions with 
him, because he was fascinated by Jews and 
Judaism. In those discussions, he came to 
believe that “you Jews are the worst of all. You 
just emerged from the hell of the Holocaust, 
and you still tell your children that all we will 
be well if they just cling to your tradition.”

I think of Richard often, and was sad to 
learn that he passed away several years ago 
after having returned to his Mississippi ori-
gins upon his retirement from a university 
teaching post. I especially remember him 
whenever this week’s Torah portion, Parshat 
Vayera (Genesis 18:1-22:24), rolls around.

Why Vayera? Because it is this week 
that we read the story of the akeda, of 
Abraham’s obedience to God’s command 
that he bind his son, Isaac, upon a moun-
tain-top altar and offer him as a human 
sacrifice to the Lord. This is surely one of 
the most troubling passages in the entire 
Bible, and traditional Jewish commentaries 

The OU Israel Family
sends heartfelt condolences  
to Sharon Katz and family  

on the passing of her mother
BRACHA RIVA BAT FALIK  

BELLA ROSS DOBULER a”h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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occur: “You stay here with the donkey. The 
boy and I will go up there; we will worship 
and we will return to you.”

And he gave Isaac no hint about the fate 
that awaited him. Did he not owe the lad a 
glimpse of his imminent death, a chance to 
prepare himself to meet his Maker? Was it 
not the height of duplicity for Abraham to 
reassure his son that all would be well? I 
could just hear Richard ask these piercing 
questions. Although, to my recollection, 
he and I never discussed the Bible, he was 
raised as a Southern Baptist and surely 
knew the story of the binding of Isaac.

To me, the answer to these questions lies in 
this phrase, repeated twice in the narrative, 
for emphasis: “And the two of them walked 
on together”. Abraham conveyed to Isaac 
this message: “I am with you. I will hold your 
hand. I will be there for you despite the hor-
ror that awaits us both.” This is the attitude 
that Jewish parents have conveyed to the 
children throughout all of the tragedies of 
Jewish history. Yes, there are persecutions 
and pogroms and torture and worse. But I 
will be there with you. I will be close to you.

This is one of the themes of so many of 
the Psalms. Rarely is the Psalmist assured 
that “everything will be alright.” More 
often, he is told, “I, God, am with you.” I am 

with you in your exile, in your wanderings, 
in your suffering. I am with you in the hell 
of Auschwitz and Treblinka. The Psalmist 
asserts, “Though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for 
You are with me.”

The Talmud teaches us that the Shechi-
nah, the Holy Presence, is in exile alone 
with us. Most eloquently, Asaf in Psalm 
73 expresses the consoling power of the 
awareness of God’s closeness in the most 
dire of circumstances: “I have been con-
stantly afflicted, each morning brings new 
punishments…Yet I was always with You, 
You held my right hand…As for me, near-
ness to God is good…”

Abraham felt that his duty to obey God 
took priority over the love for his beloved 
son. That is one central lesson of the story, 
although it remains a disconcerting lesson 
for us. But this much we can comprehend: 
his behavior reflected reassurance and 
trust, optimism and hope. At the end of the 
story, that hope proved justified.

Richard could never fathom Abraham’s 
lesson. To remain hopeful in the face of 
threatening doom, to be able to see beyond 
the dark clouds of fate, to continue to pray 
even when “the sharp sword dangles over 
one’s neck:” that is Abraham’s lesson and 
that is the Jewish way.

More than just the “Jewish way,” this 
capability is the secret of Jewish survival. It 
is a secret that we all must learn, especially 
in our times, when many challenges sadly 
still beset us. We can be confident that the 
Shechinah is there for us, but we must be 
sure that we are there for each other. 

May the Torah learned  
from this TT be לע”נ

and in loving memory of
our dear brother    
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The Binding of Isaac:  
A New Interpretation

It is the hardest passage of all, one that 
seems to defy understanding. Abraham 
and Sarah have waited years for a child. 
God has promised them repeatedly that 
they would have many descendants, as 
many as the stars of the sky, the dust of the 
earth, the grains of sand on the seashore. 
They wait. No child comes.

Sarah, in deep despair, suggests that 
Abraham should have a child by her hand-
maid Hagar. He does. Ishmael is born. Yet 
God tells Abraham: This is not the one. By 
now Sarah is old, post-menopausal, unable 
by natural means to have a child.

Angels come and again promise a child. 
Sarah laughs. But a year later Isaac is born. 
Sarah’s joy is almost heart-breaking:

Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter; 
all those who hear will laugh with me.” Then 
she said, “Who would have told Abraham, 
‘Sarah will nurse children’? Yet I have borne 
him a son in his old age” (Gen. 21:6-7).

Then come the fateful words:
“Take your son, your only one, the one 

whom you love – Isaac – and go to the land 
of Moriah. There, offer him up as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains, the one 
that I will show you.” (Gen. 22:2).

The rest of the story is familiar. Abra-
ham takes Isaac. Together they journey 
for three days to the mountain. Abraham 
builds an altar, gathers wood, binds his son 
and lifts the knife. At that moment:

The angel of the Lord called out to him 
from the heavens, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

He said, “Here I am.”
“Do not lift your hand against the boy; 

do nothing to him, for now I know that you 
fear God: for you have not withheld from 
Me your son, your only one.” Gen. 22:11-12

The trial is over. It is the climax of 
Abraham’s life, the supreme test of faith, 
a key moment in Jewish memory and 
self-definition.

But it is deeply troubling. Why did God 
so nearly take away what He had given? 
Why did He put these two aged parents – 
Abraham and Sarah – through so appalling 
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a test? Why did Abraham, who had earlier 
challenged God on the fate of Sodom, say-
ing, “Shall the Judge of all the earth not do 
justly?” not protest this cruel act against an 
innocent child?

The standard interpretation, given by all 
the commentators - classical and modern - 
is that Abraham demonstrates his total love 
of God by being willing to sacrifice the most 
precious thing in his life, the son for whom 
he has been waiting for so many years.

The Christian theologian Soren Kierkeg-
aard wrote a powerful book about it, Fear 
and Trembling, in which he coined such 
ideas as the “teleological suspension of the 
ethical”1 – the love of God may lead us to do 
things that would otherwise be considered 
morally wrong – and “faith in the absurd” 
– Abraham trusted God to make the impos-
sible possible. He believed he would lose 
Isaac but still keep him. For Kierkegaard, 
faith transcends reason.

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik saw the Binding 
as demonstrating that we must not expect 
always to be victorious. Sometimes we must 
experience defeat. “God tells man to with-
draw from whatever man desires the most.”2

All these interpretations are surely cor-
rect. They are part of our tradition. I want, 
however, to offer a quite different reading, 
for one reason. Throughout Tanach, the 
gravest sin is child sacrifice. The Torah 
and the prophets consistently regard it 
with horror. It is what pagans do. This is 

1. Søren Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling, and 
the Sickness Unto Death, 1843, translated by 
Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1954, see pp. 55, 
62-63.
2. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, “Majesty and 
Humility,” Tradition 17:2, Spring. 1978, pp. 
25–37.
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Jeremiah on the subject:
“They have built the high places of Baal to 

burn their sons in the fire as offerings to Baal 
- something I did not command or mention, 
nor did it enter my mind” (Jer. 19:5).

And this is Micah:
“Shall I offer my firstborn for my trans-

gression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul?” (Micah 6:7)

It is what Mesha, King of Moab, does to get 
the gods to grant him victory over the Israelites:

When the King of Moab saw that the bat-
tle had gone against him, he took with him 
seven hundred swordsmen to break through 
to the King of Edom, but they failed. Then he 
took his firstborn son, who was to succeed 
him as king, and offered him as a sacrifice 
on the city wall. The fury against Israel was 
great; they withdrew and returned to their 
own land” (2 Kings 3:26-27).

How can the Torah regard as Abraham’s 
supreme achievement that he was willing 
to do what the worst of idolaters do? The 
fact that Abraham was willing to sacrifice 
his son would seem to make him – in terms 
of Tanach considered as a whole – no bet-
ter than Baal or Molech worshippers or 
the pagan king of Moab. This cannot be the 
only possible interpretation.

There is an alternative way of looking 
at the trial. To do so we must consider an 
overriding theme of the Torah as a whole. 
Let us assemble the evidence.

First principle: God owns the land of Israel. 
That is why He can command the return of prop-
erty to its original owners in the Jubilee year:

“The land shall not be sold in perpetu-
ity, for the land is Mine. You are merely 
migrants and tenants to Me” (Lev. 25:23).

Second principle: God owns the Children 

of Israel, since He redeemed them from 
slavery. That is what the Israelites mean 
when they sang, at the Red Sea:

“Until Your people crossed, Lord, until the 
people You acquired [am zu kanita] crossed 
over. (Ex. 15:16)

Therefore they cannot be turned into 
permanent slaves:

“For the Israelites are My servants, whom 
I brought out from Egypt: they cannot be 
sold as slaves. (Lev. 25:42)”

Third principle: God is the ultimate owner 
of all that exists. That is why we must make 
a blessing over anything we enjoy:

Rav Judah said in the name of Samuel: 
To enjoy anything of this world without 
first reciting a blessing is like making per-
sonal use of things consecrated to heaven, 
since it says, “The earth is the Lord’s and 
the fullness thereof.” R. Levi contrasted 
two texts. It is written, “The earth is the 
Lord’s and the fullness thereof,” and it is 
also written, “The heavens are the heavens 
of the Lord, but the earth hath He given to 
the children of men!” – There is no con-
tradiction: in the one case it is before a 
blessing has been said, in the other, after a 
blessing has been said (Brachot 35a).

All things belong to God, and we must 
acknowledge this before we make use of 
anything. That is what a blessing is: acknowl-
edging that all we enjoy is from God.

This is the jurisprudential basis of the 
whole of Jewish law. God rules by right, 
not by might. God created the universe; 
therefore God is the ultimate owner of the 
universe. The legal term for this is “eminent 
domain.” Therefore, God has the right to pre-
scribe the conditions under which we may 
benefit from the universe. It is to establish 
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this legal fact – not to tell us about the phys-
ics and cosmology of the Big Bang – that the 
Torah begins with the story of Creation.

This carries a special depth and res-
onance for the Jewish people since in 
their case God is not just – as He is for all 
humankind – Creator and Sustainer of the 
universe. He is also, for Jews, the God of his-
tory, who redeemed them from slavery and 
gave them a land that originally belonged 
to someone else, the “seven nations.” God 
is Sovereign of the universe, but in a special 
sense He is Israel’s only ultimate King, and 
the sole source of their laws. That is the 
significance of the book of Exodus. The key 
narratives of the Torah are there to teach us 
that God is the ultimate Owner of all.

In the ancient world, up to and includ-
ing the Roman Empire, children were 
considered the legal property of their par-
ents. They had no rights. They were not 
legal personalities in themselves. Under 
the Roman principle of patria potestas a 
father could do whatever he wished with 
his child, including putting him to death. 
Infanticide was well known in antiquity 
(and in fact it has even been defended in 
our time by the Harvard philosopher Peter 
Singer, in the case of severely handicapped 
children). That, for example is how the 
story of Oedipus begins, with his father 
Laius leaving him to die.

It is this principle that underlies the 
entire practice of child sacrifice, which 
was widespread throughout the pagan 
world. The Torah is horrified by child 
sacrifice, which it sees as the worst of all 
sins. It therefore seeks to establish, in the 
case of children, what it establishes in the 
case of the universe as a whole, the land 

German Colony-New Project

87sqm 2br, 2bath, succa, parking - 3.8M nis

German Colony-New Project

87sqm 2br, 2bath, succa, parking - 3.8M nis

Talbieh,for people that �a� afford

over 400 sqm , view, o�e �eve� +++ 

Talbieh,for people that can afford

over 400 sqm , view, one level +++ 

 Whatsapp : 052-2636656
usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899
www.daniels-assets.com

For a large selection of properties, go to:

Old Katamon-Amazing villa

Over 1000 sqm plot ,650 sqm house..

Old Katamon-Amazing villa

Over 1000 sqm plot ,650 sqm house..

Exclusive offers to our clientsExclusive offers to our clients
Gershon Agron 24, Mamilla - Jerusalem

Old Katamon-New and ready

3br,2bath, succah,view,storage-3���M 

Old Katamon-New and ready

3br,2bath, succah,view,storage-3.�5M 

David Crown complex

136sqm ,1�sqm terrace, concierge ...  

David Crown complex

136sqm ,15sqm terrace, concierge ...  

BAKA-NEW PROJECT 2-4br 

contact us �or pre-sa�e o��ers

BAKA-NEW PROJECT 2-4br 

contact us for pre-sale offers

Rechavia - Ben Maimon blvd.

140 sqm ,5br , 4 ba��o!��s, shabbat ���vator

Rechavia - �en �aimon blvd.

140 sqm ,5br , 4 baclonies, shabbat elevator

Musrara �ear the old cit	 160 sqm 

high ceilings, 35 s�m patio-6.1M nis

Musrara near the old cit	 160 sqm 

high ceilings, 35 sqm patio-6.1M nis

Call now: 077-9973185 עם ישראל חי!



30 TORAH TIDBITS 1538 / VAYEIRA

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
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on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
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Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

of Israel, and the people of Israel. We do 
not own our children. God does. We are 
merely their guardians on God’s behalf.

Only the most dramatic event could estab-
lish an idea so revolutionary and unprece-
dented – even unintelligible – in the ancient 
world. That is what the story of the Binding 
of Isaac is about. Isaac belongs to neither 
Abraham nor Sarah. Isaac belongs to God. 
All children belong to God. Parents do not 
own their children. The relationship of 
parent to child is one of guardianship only. 
God does not want Abraham to sacrifice 
his child. God wants him to renounce own-
ership in his child. That is what the angel 
means when it calls to Abraham, telling him 
to stop, “You have not withheld from Me 
your son, your only one.”

The Binding of Isaac is a polemic against, 
and a rejection of, the principle of patria potes-
tas, the idea universal to all pagan cultures 
that children are the property of their parents.

Seen in this light, the Binding of Isaac 
is now consistent with the other founda-
tional narratives of the Torah, namely the 
creation of the universe and the liberation 
of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. The 
rest of the narrative also makes sense. God 
had to show Abraham and Sarah that their 
child was not naturally theirs, because his 
birth was not natural at all. It took place 
after Sarah could no longer conceive. 

The story of the first Jewish child estab-
lishes a principle that applies to all Jewish 
children. God creates legal space between 
parent and child, because only when that 
space exists do children have the room to 
grow as independent individuals.

The Torah ultimately seeks to abol-
ish all relationships of dominance and 

submission. That is why it dislikes slavery 
and makes it, within Israel, a temporary 
condition rather than a permanent fate. 
That is why it seeks to protect children from 
parents who are overbearing or worse.

Abraham, we argued in last week’s 
study, was chosen to be the role model for 
all time of what it is to be a parent. We now 
see that the Binding of Isaac is the consum-
mation of that story. A parent is one who 
knows that they do not own their child. 
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*Orthodontic treatment with invisible aligners*

Practitioner's ongoing support: answers to your questions within 24 hours

Complimentary teeth whitening for all treatments initiated until 15/09
Have a sight of your final smile throught 3D modeling

STARTING FROM 14,000 NIS     ALL INCLUSIVE

055 500  4877Book an appointement with Dr Gold
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PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

 “….V’torat chessed al l’shona”
The events we read of in this week’s haftarah, 

a selection from the fourth perek in M’lachim 
Bet, bear a close resemblance to the events we 
read of in the Torah itself.  The story Elisha and 
the Shunamite woman tells of the astonishing 
birth of a son to a once-barren woman and her 
elderly husband, a birth foretold by the navi Eli-
sha and doubted by the woman.  It then goes on 
to relate how, years later, the parents almost lose 
that cherished son who is miraculously saved 
only through the intervention of Elisha.  The 
story echoes that of Avraham and Sarah, a story 
that also tells of the astonishing birth of a son to 
a once-barren woman and her elderly husband, 
a birth foretold by G-d Himself and doubted by 
Sarah.  Years later, they too almost lose that son 
who is saved only through the intervention of 
Hashem’s angel.   

But there is an introductory story in the 
haftarah that also echoes the events found in 
the parsha.  Here we read of a woman, wid-
owed of her righteous, G-d-fearing husband, 
who stands to lose her only two sons, just as the 
parsha tells of a righteous, G-d fearing husband 
who stands to lose both of his the sons: Yish-
ma’el, whom he was told to send away, and 
Yitzchak, whom he was told to sacrifice.

It is interesting to note that the miracles found 
in our parasha were performed directly by  
G-d or His angels while those we read of in the 
haftarah are brought through the navi.  This 
change reflects the conscious desire of Hashem 
to have Man move from a purely G-d-based 

existence to one where he too shares in the 
responsibility of building an ethical and caring 
society. 

But perhaps most interestingly, is that we find 
a righteous woman at the center of each of the 
stories-both in the Torah and in the haftarah.  It 
was our virtuous matriarch whose saintliness 
was rewarded by G-d with the birth of Yitzchak 
and it was her concern for the upbringing of her 
only child that had her demand the removal of 
Yishma’el from the house. Her demand was not 
acceptable to Avraham, yet her foresight and 
concern was supported by Hashem, Who told 
Avraham to do everything that Sarah tells him.

The two stories of the haftarah also high-
light the deeds of righteous women.  The 
pleas of the righteous widow were answered 
by Elisha and the barrenness of the wealthy 
Shunamite, was removed by Hashem as a 
reward for her generosity and acts of kind-
ness.  In both navi stories men play almost 
no part, (indeed, none of their names are 
mentioned) with one husband having died 
and one merely tangential to the story.  It is 
the acts of women that capture our attention 
in the deed they performed in the haftarah 
and in the more subtle actions in the Torah.

What is made clear is that our Torah is a 
Torat Chessed. It is a moral code grounded in 
acts of kindness and compassion.

And, more often than not, it is the women 
create that culture within the home and, by 
doing so, lay the groundwork of chessed in 
each and every generation. 
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Nadel's Chizuk Session  - Wednesday, October 25th 

was sponsored L'lui neshmat Zvi ben Moshe z"l

Rabbi Kahn's Chizuk Session - Thursday, October 26th  
was sponsored on the yahrzeit and in loving memory of

אברהם יהודה בן מנחם ז"ל - כח תשרי  -

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein's Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 - 2024 academic year  

by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"lמנחם 

מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז"ל

Rabbi Adler’s Shiur 
 is sponsored for the 2023-2024 academic year by the Frist family in memory 
of their beloved daughter and sister Elisheva Frist a"h אלישבע סימא בת 

זלמן ע"ה

Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 

לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents, 

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l - 
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur -  
Minchat Chinuch  

is sponsored for the academic year 2023  
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman 

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by 

Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 
Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year 

לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Dear Friends,
I was asked last week from one of the 
participants of the chizuk sessions the OU is 
providing during this time of crisis, how do I 
pay for these valuable lessons? In response 
I said that at this time there is no charge but 
I'm sure a contribution would be appreciated. 
They were surprised when I said they were 
the first person who had asked that question.  
I was touched when the next day I received 
a notification that a generous donation had 
been received in their appreciation for the 

chizuk they were receiving.
For those of you who are taking part and 
appreciate the OU's efforts to provide you with 
ongoing learning please consider making a 

donation to help us cover our expenses.
Besorot Tovot
Chana Spivack רפואה שלמה

אורה בת ראינה
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh

Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Educating - By Setting A 
Personal Example 

חַת  תַּ עֲנוּ  ָ וְהִשּׁ רַגְלֵיכֶם  וְרַחֲצוּ  יִם  ח־נָא מְעַט־מַ֔ יֻקַּ
הָעֵץ )בראשית יח:ד(

Please let a little water be taken, and 
bathe your feet, and recline under the tree 
(Bereshit 18:4). 

The Torah does not state נא  direct) קח 
command to take) but rather נא  a) יקח 
passive command, it will be taken for 
you) from which the gemara derives that 
Avraham asked a messenger (Yishmael) to 
provide the guests with water (Bava Metzia 
86b). The gemara suggests that actions that 
Avraham performed personally, Hashem 
performed directly for Am Yisrael. Avra-
ham personally prepared food for the 
guests and so God directly provided Am 
Yisrael with the mann. However, since 
Avraham provided water through a mes-
senger, God provided water indirectly, via 
the well in the desert. 

The Eish Tamid inquires- what is so 
wrong with Avraham asking his son Yis-
mael to bring water to the guests? Obvi-
ously, it was to teach him how to treat 
guests – so why is it viewed less favorably? 
PERSONAL EXAMPLE

Perhaps it is to portray that the most 
powerful means of educating our children 
is by setting a personal example. 

Later in the parsha the Torah informs us 
that Avraham taught his children.
יתוֹֹ  וְְאֶֶת־�בֵֵּ נָָיו  אֶֶת־�בָָּ ה  יְְצַַ�וֶֶּ ר  ֶ אֲֲ�שֶׁ לְְמַַעַַן  יו  יְְדַַעְְ�תִִּ י  �כִִּ
ט  ָ �פָּ ְ וּּמִִ�שְׁ צְְדָָקָָה  לַֽֽעֲֲשׂׂוֹֹת  ה'  רֶֶךְְ  �דֶֶּ מְְרוּ�  ָ וְְ�שָׁ אַַחרָָיו 

)בראשית יח: יט( 
 For I have known him because he commands 

his sons and his household after him, that they 
should keep the way of Hashem to perform righ-
teousness and justice (Bereshit 18:19). 

Yet, in the text we do not find any evi-
dence of Avraham teaching his children 
midot. Clearly, he taught them by example. 
The most powerful tool in education is one 
of setting a personal example. A child is 
most influenced by seeing the way in which 
a parent or role model conducts themselves. 
MANOACH

A similar lesson is derived from the 
haftara of Parashat Naso which recounts 
the famous story of the birth of Shimshon: 
An angel appears to the (unnamed) wife of 
Manoach and tells her that she will soon 
have a son. The angel instructs her that she 
must not drink wine during her pregnancy, 
as her son will be a nazir from birth. She 
runs to tell her husband what happened. 
Manoach is incredulous and asks to meet 
the angel. The angel indeed reappears in the 
same place, and if we look closely, we see 
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DOROT RISHONIM 3
OFF BEN YEHUDA, JERUSALEM

ALL HATS AND CAPS
27% sale

02-563-7155

OCTOBER 27-NOVEMBER 10
HOURS: WEEKDAYS 10:00 – 18:00

FRIDAY: 10:00 – 13:00

DURING THESE
           TRYING TIMES...

If one wants to educate a child to not talk 
during davening and to learn Torah in his 
free time, constantly demanding it of a child 
may not always be the best way to achieve 
this goal. Serving as a role model and setting a 
personal example may prove more effective. 

During this challenging time, our children 
are influenced by the manner in which we 
react to pressure. If we act with a recogni-
tion that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is in charge 
of everything that transpires then that will 
strengthen our children’s emunah and 
bitachon as well. May we be able to be the 
proper role models for our children so that 
they can mature as healthy, bnei torah and 
ba’ale midot!  

that he also repeats his message verbatim. 
Only after hearing the message himself does 
Manoach accept it and pledge to obey it. 

Rav Shimon Schwab asks what is really 
going on here. Manoach heard the exact 
same message from the angel that he had 
heard from his wife. What did the angel 
say that clarified things for Manoach? 

Rav Schwab explains that Manoach 
knew the laws of nezirut and was asking 
an educational question: “How can I bring 
up a child who is a nazir if I myself am not 
a nazir? I am going to be drinking wine 
and going into cemeteries! Get the angel 
back here to teach me how I can educate 
my child about something that I myself do 
not observe!” 

The angel answered: “You’re right. You 
cannot educate your child in something 
if you do not do it yourself.” If one is not 
teaching by example, they are not truly 
educating. Manoach, too, had to become a 
nazir. If we look back at the pesukim, we 
can see some ambiguity:
 מכל אשר יצא מגפן היין לא תאכל ויין ושכר אל 
תשת וכל טמאה אל תאכל כל אשר צויתיה תשמר 

)שופטים יג:יד(
From all that comes out of the grapevine shall 

not be eaten (tokhal), and wine or strong drink 
shall not be drunk (tesht), and any unclean 
(thing) may not be eaten; all that I commanded 
her, observe (tishmor). (Shoftim 13:14)

We read all of these terms – tokhal, tesht, 
tishmor – in the third-person feminine 
form, but they can also be read in the sec-
ond-person neuter form. It’s not “she shall 
not drink.” Rather, it can be read, “you 
shall not drink.” The angel was instructing 
Manoach to become a nazir and set a per-
sonal example for his son Shimshon! 

Mazal Tov to Camp Dror Director
Cindy & Israel Wiesel and family 

on the birth of a granddaughter,  
Tzofia Reut, daughter of

Elie & Sarina Wiesel
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES

Faculty, OU Israel Center

REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES

Faculty, OU Israel Center

Remarkable Recollections
“Vayizkor Elokim et Avraham, vay-

ishalach et Lot mitoch ha-hafecha - Hashem 
remembered Avraham and allowed Lot to 
escape the upheaval.” (Bereisheet 19:29) 
Rashi explains this perplexing presen-
tation to mean that Lot was saved in the 
merit of not revealing that Avraham Avinu 
and Sarah Imeinu were husband and 
wife when they went down to Egypt. He is 
rewarded now for that moment of silence. 
The commentators wonder why this was 
the merit that saved Lot. Was not taking 
care of the visiting angels at the expense of 
his life a worthy merit in its own right?

Rav Weinberger in Shemen Hatov won-
ders why Lot was essentially worthy of 
being destroyed along with the residents of 
Sedom. After all, he did have several good 
qualities that could act in his favor. How-
ever, as Lot was a respected judge, explains 
Rav Weinberger, he had the responsibility 
to admonish the actions of his compatriots 
yet he did not do so; his silence condemned 
him. At the same time, Hashem recalled 
when Lot’s silence was advantageous, thus, 
measure for measure, this is the merit that 
specifically saved him.

Many commentators view Lot’s act 
of chesed with the angels as somewhat 
limited. The Beit Halevi remarks that one 
can’t compare the way Lot performed the 

mitzvah of hachnasat orchim to the way 
Avraham Avinu did. Avraham’s guests 
appeared as regular people, he served 
them royally with the finest foods and the 
greatest respect. When these same angels 
came to Lot, they looked like angels. Obvi-
ously, Lot was going to treat them with 
respect and even risk his life for them. It 
was therefore not considered enough of a 
merit to save him from destruction. 

Rav Nosson Zvi Finkel, the Saba of 
Sladboka offers a very famous answer. 
Although every mitzvah generates a 
reward, it is only those mitzvot that involve 
mesirut nefesh, that challenge a person to 
go beyond his self-perception, that ulti-
mately make enough of an impression to 
merit redemption. Lot grew up in Avra-
ham Avinu’s household where chesed and 
specifically inviting guests was a natural 
exercise. Lot never had to work hard to 
develop this middah. Money, however, and 
the prospect of riches was a great nisayon 
for him. Lot’s silence in Egypt took signif-
icant will power and restraint to over-
come his desire for material reward. This 
courageous effort affected his salvation 
from destruction with Sedom. Rav Dessler 
in Michtav M’Eliyahu adds that it is in the 
nekudat habechira, the place where one 
struggles, where reward is found. All areas 
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where one does mitzvot without struggle, 
where one has already conquered the con-
flict, merit reward, but the deeper reward 
comes from the growth found in struggling 
to decide what to do. 

Now, when we are confronted with a 
real “et tzarah,” we must collect as much 
merit as we can to earn Divine protection. 
Our study of Lot’s salvation can serve as 
an inspiration for all of us to move beyond 
our comfort zone, to stretch ourselves and 
invest more in our Avodat Hashem and 
bein adam lechavero. May Hashem’s grace 
be forthcoming to grant us ultimate peace 
and salvation. 

Mazal Tov to  
Dr. Dahvid & Leah Wolf and family  
on the birth of their great grandson

Mazal Tov to  
Jo & David Odes and family  

on the marriage of their son,  
Avi to Moriya

Religious women health care 
professional looking for volunteer 
position to cook healthy and keep 
company a woman  in Jerusalem.  
In exchange for room and board. 

References available
Esther Chana Shalom: 053-410-6985

NOAM 
HOMES 

Real Estate Professionals
office@noamhomes.com 

Scan to subscribe to 
our NEWSLETTER

Look for us: NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE

Architecturally renovated 
garden apt, Rechavia, JLM

Renovated apt with potential, 
Beit HaKerem, JLM

Rare house in new condition, 
Ramat Givat Zeev, close to JLM 

CONTACT TEHILA FOR MORE INFORMATION: 050-420-5333

Stunning property with breathtaking 
mountain views, high-end finishes, 
private heated pool. With 8 spacious 
bedrooms, 4 luxurious baths, high 
ceilings throughout the house, heated 
floors, a CCTV security system,  
2 private parkings, and more… Perfect 
for those who value privacy and luxury. 
Close to excellent schools, shopping 
centers, and public transportation.  
NIS 8,000,000

Renovated, today 3.5 rooms, on 72m².  
In a very advanced process of Pinui 
Binui, the majority is already signed 
for the process. After the completion 
of the project, the apartment will be 
30m² larger, with a balcony, parking and 
storage unit. A worthwhile investment, 
family-friendly area.  
Proximity to Shaarei Tzedek, light rail, 
Route 16, commercial center, schools 
and more... NIS 2,990,000 

Newly listed 2-room garden apartment 
on Abarbanal St., right next to Shaarei 
Chessed. 47m² on arnona (tabu 
25m²), architecturally renovated to the 
highest standards.
With private entrance, tranquil rear 
garden.
The property is currently rented for 
NIS 5,000 per month.
Don’t miss this incredible opportunity!
NIS 2,100,000

AM ISRAEL CHAI!
עם ישראל חי!
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

Passing on 
Our Memories

Our Sages tell us that we were redeemed 
from Egypt on the merit of the righteous 
women. The men in Egypt were enslaved, 
both physically and mentally; their morale 
was extremely low, as it seemed that there 
was no hope and no prospect of ever leav-
ing Egypt. In addition, Paro had given the 
midwife's explicit instructions to kill all the 
male children, and, when they disobeyed 
his orders, he simply commanded his ser-
vants and soldiers to go and find Jewish 
male babies and kill them.

Jewish men were distraught, asking 
themselves whether it was even worth it 
to continue having children, who would 
inevitably die at the hands of their cruel 
Egyptian masters. They separated from 
their wives, stopped having children, and 
waited for the fateful demise of the Jewish 

people. Had the men had their way this 
would be the end of the children of Israel, 
who would have perished before we could 
become an independent nation.

But the women had a different attitude; 
they were not willing to surrender to the 
evil decree, they refused to succumb to the 
sadistic ruler of Egypt. They enticed their 
husbands and continued to give birth to 
boys and girls. Many were killed and some 
were able to get away, but the Jewish peo-
ple as a whole survived, due to the tenacity 
and determination of Jewish women.

While the Midrashic story highlights the 
achievements and unswerving faith of our 
incredible Jewish women, it also empha-
sizes that the future of the Jewish people is 
dependent on the birth of Jewish children. 
Without babies being born the Jewish peo-
ple cannot survive.

This is the reason why Seder night is 
centered on children, and on passing the 
tradition from one generation to the next. 
The Torah instructs us "and you shall tell 

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים

SHABBAT HAGADOL
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Even during these times,
Everyone deserves a safe relationship

Bat Melech 
Israel Helpline

Shalom Task Force
Hotline

888-883-2323
Call. Text.

WhatsApp.

1-800-292-333
Or

972-2-633-8927
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of 
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of 
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Vayeira: The Opening
A gaon in Torah and a renowned educator, 

Reb Mendel Kaplan, zt’l, was a beloved Rebbi 
and mentor at the Hebrew Theological Col-
lege of Chicago and Yeshiva of Philadelphia. 
As a young man in Europe, he learned in 
Baranovich under Reb Elchonon Wasser-
man, and filled in as maggid shiur when Reb 
Elchonon was overseas. For his American 
charges, Reb Mendel was something of a 
bridge to the pre-war glory of yeshiva world, 
sharing hashkafic insights on current events 
as his students taught him English by read-
ing to him the Chicago Tribune. A Rebbi and 
mentor to notable, accomplished talmidim 
including Rav Chaim Malinowitz, Moshe 
Gottesman of HANC and Rav Berel Wein, 
shlit’a, Reb Mendel inspired a generation of 
builders of Torah.

A young woman employed in the yeshiva 
as a secretary once brought her nine-year 
old son with her to work. The woman was 
not observant of Torah and mitzvos, and 
her son was enrolled in public school. 
When Reb Mendel noticed the young boy 
playing underfoot in the office, he intro-
duced himself and welcomed him warmly. 
Reb Mendel pointed to the Chumash on 
the desk and asked the young visitor if 
he knew what it was. “Sure I do!” the boy 
answered, “it’s a Bible.” 

“No, my dear child, it is not a bible… this is 

a Chumash, something very, very special.” 
He then pulled up two chairs and sat with 

the boy for an extended period of time, 
sharing stories from the Chumash that the 
child smilingly appreciated and enjoyed. 

Later that day a different member of the 
yeshiva staff asked him why he had devoted 
so much of his precious time to a nine-year 
old boy. Answered Reb Mendel, “I hope 
and pray that I’ve planted a seed that will 
grow…and b’ezras Hashem, yield fruits 
years from now. No doubt, whether in this 
world or the next, the impact of even a little 
bit of learning will have an impact.”

Our sedra begins with the powerful 
imagery of the righteous, elderly Avraham, 
post-op, in excruciating pain, waiting at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day 
in order to spot any opportunities to wel-
come others:
תַח־הָאהֶֹל  ב פֶּ אֵלנֵֹי מַמְרֵא וְהוּא ישֵׁ רָא אֵלָיו ה׳ בְּ וַיֵּ

חםֹ הַיוֹּם כְּ
“Now Hashem appeared to him in the plains 

of Mamre, and he was sitting at the entrance of 
the tent when the day was hot.” (18:1)

After years on the road, traveling city to city 
inspiring others and collecting and uplifting 
souls, we continue the theme of nefesh asher 
asah, “the souls that they had made”. Sarah 
and Avraham plant themselves at a major 
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crossroads, pitching their tent to ‘open the 
gates’ for converts, travelers and others to join 
them in their home, and to observe and learn 
their holy ways. 

Rebbe Menachem Nachum of Cher-
nobyl, the Meor Eynayim (Vayeira, 39), cites 
imagery from the Midrash Rabbah. In the 
future, Avraham will sit at the “opening” 
to Gehenom and collect any Jewish souls 
from כָָא הַַ�בָָּ עֵֵמֶֶק  �בְְּ  passing through“ ,עֹבְְֹרֵֵי 
the valley of weeping” (Tehillim, 84:7). 
The word oveir, someone who has trans-
gressed, shares a root with the word for 
‘wayfarer’, here specifically those on a 
trajectory toward the vale of tears and suf-
fering, until Avraham meets them on their 
way, collects them and lifts them up. 

Based on the juxtaposition and drasha 
of the Meor Einayim, Professor Ora Wis-
kind-Elper, one of the wise-women and 
great Torah teachers of our generation, 
frames the setting of our sedra, פתח האוהל, 
“at the opening”, as a deliberate thematic 
device calling our attention to a central 
midah and way of service that Sarah Imeinu 
and Avraham Avinu cultivated. They were 
masters of sitting ‘at the opening of the tent’, 
in plain sight, waiting to engage wayward 
souls in need of shelter and assistance, and 
to transform their lives. Whether through 
interrupting his personal prayer to greet 
and serve guests, or descending from spir-
itual heights to sit compassionately at the 
entrance of Gehenom, Avraham was com-
mitted to being a blessing to others, how-
ever they might show up. 

The means through which Avraham and 
Sarah drew others close was serving them 
food, providing for physical needs and call-
ing attention to the source of the bounty they 

had enjoyed. ם ׁ�שָׁ  קְְּ�יִּרָָא  וַַ בַַׁ�שָׁע    בְְּ�בִּאֵֵר   ל  ׁ�שֶׁ אֶֶ ע  ּ�טַּּ�יִּ  וַַ
ה׳ ם  ׁ�שֵּׁ�בְּ  . “And he planted an eishel in Beer-
Sheba, and he called there in the name of 
Hashem” (21:33). Chazal suggest two inter-
pretations of this eishel: it was an orchard 
from which to bring fruits for the guests, or 
it was an inn for lodging. Rashi points out the 
word נטיעה, ‘planting’, shares same root as 
the Torah’s expression ויטע, which can also 
mean ‘and he set up (a tent).’ In either case, 
whether a shelter, or a process that will ulti-
mately yield fruits, the Eishel can be seen as a 
metaphor for an aspect of Avraham’s educa-
tional methodology of faithfully investing in 
the wellbeing of others. 

Perhaps Avraham’s ability to connect 
with individuals of varying spiritual levels 
and at very different stages of their jour-
ney lies in a teaching from Reb Ahron, the 
Belzer Rebbe. Avraham’s placement at פתח 
-implies that our forefather saw him האוהל
self at “the opening point”, or the beginning 
of his Avodas Hashem. Although he had 
accomplished and experienced so much, 
he maintained his temimus, simple open-
ness, and viewed himself as a person at the 
beginning of his spiritual path.

Kabbalistically as well, the order of these 
initial parshios hints toward unfolding stages 
of inner growth. Bereishis, the Beginning, 
represents our initial attainment of wisdom. 
Noach, meaning “rest” expresses the next 
stage, settling into that wisdom. In Lech 
Lecha, we “go forth”, and with all its ups 
and downs, our journey of sharing Divine 
wisdom commences. Arriving at Vayera, 
Hashem, the Source of Wisdom, “appears”, 
revealing Himself openly to us. Now we 
are fully empowered to ‘plant’ the seeds of 
wisdom in all who pass by, refreshing and 
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nourishing them, and to bring them under 
the shelter of the Wings of the Shechinah.

Parshas Vayeira encourages us to continue 
to prayerfully cultivate our seeds of faith 
with love and hope, setting up a nurturing 
and healthy structure and environment of 
growth for the next generation. May our 
encounters with whomever we meet elevate 
us and them, and bring about further revela-
tion of Hashem’s name in the world! 

Hachnassat Kalla - YAD GITTEL
Get your trousseau (nedunya) 

at COST PRICE
For more details call 0523882751  

or Sonia 0528066664
yadgitteltrudy@gmail.com

Real Life Rescues
Real Life Rescues 
EMT Saves Baby from  
Severe Allergic Reaction  
Following First Taste of Tahini
On a recent Tuesday morning in Jerusalem, parents 
were feeding their 6-month-old baby and introduced 
him to tahini for the first time. Within minutes, the 
baby developed a severe allergic reaction. The 
infant's parents immediately called emergency 
services, seeking urgent help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Klein, 
alerted to the emergency through his proximity alert 
system, sprang into action as the first responder on 
the scene. Arriving promptly, Shalom was confronted 
with a distressing sight - a baby boy with swollen lips 
and tongue, struggling to breathe, and covered in a 
worrisome rash.

Recognizing the symptoms as indicative of an 
anaphylactic shock, the volunteer knew immediate 
intervention was crucial. Without hesitation, he 
administered a life-saving EpiPen injection, delivering 
a dose of epinephrine to counteract the severe 
allergic reaction. The powerful medication quickly 
took effect, and the infant's breathing became less 
labored. The swelling in the lips and tongue began to 
subside, providing much-needed relief to the child.

As the symptoms continued to recede, the EMT 
monitored his condition while awaiting the arrival of 
a mobile intensive care ambulance. Several minutes 
later, the ambulance team arrived and transported 
the infant to the nearest hospital for further 
treatment and observation.

Reflecting on the incident, Shalom emphasized the 
importance of having an EpiPen readily available. 
"It's a great thing 
I had an EpiPen in 
my medical kit," he 
stated. "An EpiPen 
can save a person's 
life within minutes 
and is a huge help 
for both EMTs and 
patients."

1221

EMT Reunites with Policeman 
He Saved In Under Fire Rescue
In a recent encounter, volunteer EMT Gad Amar, hailing 
from Ofakim, was reunited with a policeman whose life 
he saved on the bloody Shabbat of October 7th.
On the morning of October 7th, at 6:30 A.M., Amar 
was awakened by a sudden barrage of rockets 
directed at Ofakim. Approximately half an hour later, 
the sound of heavy gunfire became audible not far 
from his house. As a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT 
and a reserve combat officer in the IDF, Amar felt a 
sense of duty to respond and provide assistance. He 
instructed his family to stay in their protective room 
and lock the doors, donned his protective vest and 
helmet, and proceeded toward the source of the 
gunfire. Unarmed, he encountered a combat soldier 
on leave who was armed and decided to proceed 
together. After a brief walk, lasting about ten minutes, 
they reached the site of the incident.
Terrorists were firing with assault rifles in every 
direction. The pair coordinated with police officers 
already at the scene to secure the area and search for 
potential casualties. Shortly after that, a group of four 
Yasam police officers arrived in an armored vehicle and 
engaged the terrorists. Following an intense exchange 
of gunfire, three individuals sustained injuries. Amar 
attended to the policeman who was most seriously 
injured and instructed others how to treat those who 
were more lightly injured. The policeman had been shot 
in the waist and was experiencing profuse bleeding. The 
volunteer packed the wound to stop the bleeding.
Due to the unavailability of ambulances in the vicinity, 
the EMT instructed policemen and civilians at the 
scene to transport the three injured Yasam policemen 
in the armored police vehicle, while he stayed in the 
field and continued to go from one area to another to 
treat the injured.
On Thursday last week, Amar reunited with the 
policeman in a touching encounter at Soroka Hospital. 
The policeman’s family members were moved to tears 
when the volunteer entered the hospital room in his 
reserve uniform and EMT vest and hugged the Yasam 
officer, who expressed his gratitude, saying, "Thank 
you, you simply saved my life.” Amar responded, "I did 
my job as an EMT. You and your team also saved many 
Ofakim residents by promptly arriving at the scene 
and focusing the terrorists' attention on this one area, 
so we both saved lives that day." 

LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

 Each year as we read Parshat Vayeira, and 
recall Avraham Avinu’s incredible legacy of 
total faith and trust in Hakadosh Baruch Hu, I 
am particularly drawn to three pesukim in the 
midst of the account of the Akeidat Yitzchak.
נוֹֹ  ם עַַל־יִִצְְחָָק �בְְּ �שֶֶׂ ח אַַבְְרָָהָָם אֶֶת־עֲֲצֵֵי הָָעֹלָָֹה וַַ�יָָּ �קַַּ וַַ�יִִּ
נֵֵיהֶֶם  ְ �שְׁ לְְכוּּ  וַַ�יֵֵּ אֲֲכֶֶלֶֶת  וְְאֶֶת־הַַ�מַַּ אֶֶת־הָָאֵֵשׁׁ  יָָדוֹֹ  �בְְּ ח  �קַַּ וַַ�יִִּ
אָָבִִי  וַַ�יֹּאֹמֶֶר  אָָבִִיו  אֶֶל־אַַבְְרָָהָָם  יִִצְְחָָק  וַַ�יֹּאֹמֶֶר  ו׃  יַַחְְ�דָּֽֽ
ה  ֶ ה הַַ��שֶּׂ ה הָָאֵֵשׁׁ וְְהָָעֵֵצִִים וְְאַַ�יֵֵּ י בְְנִִי וַַ�יֹּאֹמֶֶר הִִ�נֵֵּ �נִִּ וַַ�יֹּאֹמֶֶר הִִ�נֶֶּ
ה לְְעֹלָָֹה  ֶ לְְעֹלָָֹה׃ וַַ�יֹּאֹמֶֶר אַַבְְרָָהָָם אֱֱלֹקִִֹים יִִרְְאֶֶה־לּּוֹֹ הַַ��שֶּׂ

ו  נֵֵיהֶֶם יַַחְְ�דָָּ ְ לְְכוּּ �שְׁ נִִי וַַ�יֵֵּ �בְְּ
 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offer-

ing and put it on his son Isaac. He himself took 
the firestone and the knife; and the two walked 
off together. Then Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “Father!” And he answered, “Yes, 
my son.” And he said, “Here are the firestone 
and the wood; but where is the sheep for the 
burnt offering?” And Abraham said, “G-d 
will see to the sheep for His burnt offer-
ing, my son.” And the two of them walked 
on together. (Bereshit 22:6-8)

Yitzchak Avinu, sensing what is about 
to transpire, turns to his father, and asks 
where is the animal which will be offered 
unto the Ribono Shel Olam. Avraham Avinu 
replies with these powerful words:

“Elokim yireh lo HaSeh, Bni.... G-d will 
reveal to us the sheep, Bni-my son.” 

The Kedushat Levi, Reb Levi Yitzchak of 
Berditchev zy’a offers a unique interpreta-
tion to explain Avraham’s reply to Yitzchak.

 Elokim yireh lo HaSeh, Bni - Hashem 
will reveal to us whether the offering will 

indeed be a sheep, or if you, B’ni - my son 
is to be that offering. As stunning as this 
reading of the statement may be in and 
of itself, perhaps equally stunning is the 
verse’s conclusion- vayeilchu shneihem 
yachdav, and the two of them walked 
together. 

Rashi explains, that even upon hearing 
his father confirm that which he already 
may have intuited, that indeed he is to be the 
offering, Yitzchak Avinu walks together with 
his father, vayeilchu shneihem yachdav, 
and the two of them walked together - 
with equal intent in their hearts. 

Each of these giants of faith were will-
ing and ready for this inconceivable test, 
indeed they were ready to face this ulti-
mate challenge, together.

During the past many weeks, Am Yisrael 
has faced our enemies and come together 
in the spirit of vayeilchu shneihem yach-
dav, in a way that has been unprecedented 
in most of our lifetimes. 

Yehi Ratzon, May it be that despite the 
many challenges that these uncertain and 
turbulent times have dictated for us, we will 
continue to find ways to be there for one 
another, and to strengthen and support one 
another, so that we may indeed traverse 
these trying times, together. May we soon 
be blessed, B’Ezrat Hashem, to return to a 
normal routine, inspired to build an even 
more vibrant, united community here in 
Artzeinu HaKedosha. 
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Addressing the War Today

The Ideological War 
Between Yitzchak  

and Yishma’el
Though initially weary of dispatching his 

older son, Avraham accedes to his wife’s 
wishes and immediately dismisses Yish-
ma’el. Yitzchak, and not Yishma’el, will 
succeed Avraham in his divinely installed 
mission. Though the Torah doesn’t offer 
explicit reasons for Yitzchak’s selection, 
two factors are alluded to. 
LIFE OR DEATH?

One difference between the culture of 
Yitzchak and that of Yishma’el is showcased 
by the akeidah, an event which only com-
mences after Yishma’el has left the scene. 

Initially, Avraham is instructed to deliver 
Yitzchak to Hashem as a sacrifice, only 
to be halted, at the very last minute, by a 
divine angel. Avraham’s knife is drawn 
and Yitzchak’s neck is taught, as new 
instructions descend from Heaven. The 
akeidah was staged, drawing Avraham to 
the brink of human sacrifice, precisely to 
debunk any notion that Hashem desires 
human sacrifice. The akeidah repudiates 
the concept of human sacrifice as part 
of religion. Had the akeidah not been 
staged, this message would not have been 
as evident. By terminating the akeidah 

at the very last minute, Hashem loudly 
announced “I don’t want human blood and 
I don’t desire human sacrifice”. Hashem 
wants life and cherishes life.

Having been instructed to stand down 
from the akeidah, Avraham still requested 
to symbolically draw some blood from his 
son. Having generated such heroic pas-
sion and staggering faith, shouldn’t he be 
given the opportunity to express it, even 
without actually sacrificing Yitzchak. As 
Rashi explains, Hashem responds אל תעש 
מאומה  which literally means don’t do לו 
anything, even to draw blood. 

Through the akeidah, Hashem instructs 
Avraham, and his successor Yitzchak, to 
construct a religion which cherishes life 
and preserves human dignity. The drama 
of the akeidah can only occur once Yish-
ma’el has departed. The descendants of 
Yishma’el will, tragically, craft a macabre 
religion of death and blood. Our battle 
with Islamic fundamentalism is a continu-
ation of this original ideological split and is 
the reason we were chosen over Yishma’el. 
We value human life as the greatest gift 
of a compassionate and caring G-d. They 
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celebrate death and suffering, wreaking 
havoc upon their enemies, while subject-
ing their own people to war and affliction. 
For them, life is cheap and the akeidah’s 
message is irrelevant. By highlighting the 
value of human life through the akeidah, 
The Torah provides the first reason for 
Yitzchak’s selection over Yishma’el. 
TWO WORLDS

The second reason for Yitzchak’s selec-
tion appears during the dismissal of 
Yishma’el. When instructing Avraham to 
dispatch Yishma’el, Hashem announces: 
 literally “in Yitzchak) כי ביצחק יקרא לך זרע
you will have future progeny). Grammat-
ically, the word “Yitzchak” should not 
have included the letter “bet” as a preface. 
Hashem should have simply stated that 
“Yitzchak” will be designated as Avraham’s 
successor. Instead, Hashem added an extra 
“bet” or “ב” to the name of Yitzchak. 

The midrash claims that the reason 
behind Yitzchak’s selection and the removal 
of Yishma’el is coded within this extra let-
ter “bet”, which is the numeric equivalent 
of the number two. The term “b’Yitzchak” 
showcases that, unlike Yishma’el, Yitzchak 
acknowledges two worlds. Due to his 
capacity to acknowledge “two worlds” – 
this world and the afterlife- Yitzchak is 
chosen and Yishma’el is demoted. The 
extra letter “bet” contains the seed of Jew-
ish selection.

This straightforward reading suggests 
that Yitzchak alone acknowledges the 
afterlife. This reading, though, is histor-
ically inaccurate. In addition to Juda-
ism, most world cultures and religions 
acknowledge the afterlife. Without ques-
tion, Islam acknowledges “Akhirah” or 

the “other” world as a primary element 
of faith. It is intellectually dishonest to 
portray Judaism as the only religion to 
acknowledge the next world or to jus-
tify Yitzchak’s selection based upon this 
uniquely Jewish tenet of faith. 

More likely, the midrash celebrates our 
unique ability not just to acknowledge the 
two worlds, but to unify them. Much of the 
modern world has become so entranced 
with our culture, technology, and the seduc-
tions of modern life, that they have com-
pletely abdicated any vision of, or belief in, 
a future world. Our mesmerizing world has 
dimmed any reality which lies beyond the 
enchanting delights of modernity. Human 
imagination has become shackled to a cold 
and barren empirical prison.

Just the same, the other half of human-
ity is so captivated by the promises of the 
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next world, that they look to secede from 
the affairs and challenges of this world. 
Religious systems which are pivoted upon 
the experience of Nirvana – literally being 
“blown out” or “extinguished”- hope to 
escape the challenges and commotion of 
this world. 

Jews unify the two spheres; the next 
world isn’t a reward as much as a result. 
We develop our spiritual and religious 
personalities as best we can in this world, 
despite its impediments and despite its 
conditions of defeat. As a result, when we 
exit this world, we enter a second sphere 
without spiritual inhibitions and continue 
our spiritual experiences without the hin-
drances and barriers of this world. For a 
Jew, the next world doesn’t promise end-
less pleasure or limitless financial abilities. 
The next world is merely a consequence of 
our current world. As Henry Drummond, 
A 19th century British religious thinker 
once commented, “to get to Heaven, we 
must take it there with us”. Yitzchak is cho-
sen because he fuses the two worlds into 
one continuum. 

Islamic descriptions of the afterlife as 
providing sensual pleasures sever the two 
worlds. The false premise that endless 
bodily gratifications are afforded a person 
who exhibits moral restraint and pious 
behavior in this world separates the two 
realms into unrelated realities. Yishma’el 
acknowledges the presence of the afterlife, 
but does not fuse it properly to this world. 
Yishma’el is demoted because he and his 
descendants rupture, rather than unite, the 
two worlds. B’yitzchak. 
MURDER AND THE AFTERLIFE 

Islamic fundamentalism has further 

fractured the two realms. The warped and 
sick notion that you can enter the next 
world by committing a heinous crime in 
this world completely severs the two real-
ities. For a shahid, murdering innocents 
or even infidels will secure entry into the 
next world. The notion that a crime in this 
world can serve as a ticket of entry into the 
next world completely detaches the two 
worlds. If our two worlds are united, it is 
preposterous that a terrible crime in this 
world earns a place in the next one. 

Judaism rejects this fracture but instead 
merges the two into one band. As the 
Rambam asserts, the next world enables 
wise and just men to sit endlessly in the 
presence of Hashem and enjoy the spiri-
tual glow of the shechinah (nehenin miziv 
hashechinah) We earn that condition by 
building a spiritual interface between 
ourselves and Hashem in this world. The 
unique capacity of a Jew to straddle the 
two realms and integrate them into one 
reality is the reason we are selected and 
Yishma’el is discarded. Not because we 
alone envision the next world, but because 
we are able to integrate the two experi-
ences into one letter ‘bet’. B’yitzchak. 

רפואה שלמה
Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

Chana bat Bruriah
Benzion Simcha Mendel Ben Chana Rachel

Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel

Leah Naomi bat Tova
אברהם יהושע בן פרל באהדנא

לב אייזיק בן אולגה
יהונתן בן מחלה



OU ISRAEL CENTER 51



52 TORAH TIDBITS 1538 / VAYEIRA

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER
EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

Waking Up to the Akedah
Parashat Vayera culminates in one of the 

most dramatic episodes in the Book of Genesis, 
the Binding of Yitzchak or the Akedah (Genesis 
22:1-19). In an exquisitely sensitive reading 
of these epic verses, Rav Avraham Yitzchak 
Hakohen Kook addressed many questions 
that occur to every reader but go overtly 
unanswered by the Torah. Let us focus on one: 
What was Avraham’s state of mind?

Rav Kook reveals to us an individual who 
passed this most difficult trial with unshak-
able faith, immensurable passion, and 
remarkable efficiency. A few examples from 
his pen on Genesis 22:3: “Avraham rose early 
in the morning” because he slept soundly the 
night before, secure in the knowledge that 
he was submitting to God’s will. “He saddled 
his donkey,” taking meticulous care of every 
detail before setting out, in order that he 
could carry out his task promptly and effi-
ciently. “He split the wood,” leaving nothing 
to chance by having wood ready for immedi-
ate use when the time would come.1

Astoundingly, Avraham’s devotion grew by 
degrees with each passing day, and even min-
ute, of his journey to the place where he would 
sacrifice his beloved son. Even after receiving 
the divine directive not to go through with it, 
Avraham remained determined to somehow 
fulfill God’s will, refusing to allow the buildup 

1. Siddur Olat Re’iyah, 1:86.

of spiritual energy within him to simply dis-
sipate. And so when the Torah tells us that he 
placed the ram on the altar “in place of his 
son” (Genesis 22:13), Rav Kook interpreted this 
to mean that “with the same immense love of 
God that burned in his heart in preparation 
for offering his son as a sacrifice, he offered up 
the ram.”2 All the love, all the surrender, all the 
willpower—Avraham transferred it all onto 
the offering. Nothing was lost.

Many observe the custom of reading the 
nineteen verses of the Akedah each and 
every morning, immediately after reciting the 
morning blessings. In the early 1900s, a young 
man in Switzerland was desperate to speak to 
a rabbi about personal struggles with Jewish 
life and theology. He decided to meet with 
Rav Kook, and they conversed late into the 
night on a host of issues concerning theology 
and faith. Given the late hour, the young man 
could not return home, so he lodged at Rav 
Kook’s home. Turning in for the night, he reg-
istered how impressed he was with Rav Kook, 
yet he still felt torn and spiritually confused. 
Early the next morning, he was awakened by 
the sound of steps in the adjoining room. Lis-
tening more carefully, he could make out that 
it was Rav Kook, who had begun praying. The 
saintly rabbi was reciting the passage of the 
Akedah. Upon hearing the intensity of spirit 

2. Ibid., 1:94.
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divrei Torah on the weekly parasha from Rav Kook, 
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with which the rabbi enunciated every word, 
he reported that “I listened to him, and I was 
transformed into a completely new man.”3

The young man in this story is Rabbi 
David Cohen, who would go on to share a 
lifelong, close relationship with Rav Kook. 
He himself became one of the celebrated 
rabbinic scholars and mystics of Yerusha-
layim and was known as “the Nazir” for his 
abstention from drinking wine and from 
cutting his hair, like the biblical Nazirite. 
From handwritten manuscripts, he com-
piled and edited Rav Kook’s most philosoph-
ical and profound work, Orot ha-Kodesh. In 
the introduction, Rabbi Cohen writes that 
hearing Rav Kook’s soulful reading of the 
Akedah with a sublime melody changed his 
life. He sensed the passion that a Jew can 
feel for the Holy One, the intimate connec-
tion, and his doubts were put to rest.

Although the Torah depicts the Akedah 
as a one-time, historic event, the way Avra-
ham reacted to God’s call serves as a model 
for how to respond to and fulfill the divine 
commandments in our own lives. We are 
to strive to develop an inner spiritual life of 
clinging to God and devotedness to his will, 
outwardly expressed by ardent alacrity in 
performing His mitzvot. As it happens, we 
express these very aspirations daily when 
we recite the Shema. We affirm, using 
the Torah’s own words, that we should be 
brimming with love of God and deep devo-
tion to His commandments: “with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
might” (Deuteronomy 6:5).

The Akedah is not only a lesson in obedi-
ence and faith. We are capable of attaining 

3. “Mavo le-Orot ha-Kodesh,” in Orot ha-
Kodesh 1:1, 17–18.

an intimate, deep bond with the Creator. Rav 
Kook further teaches that this is within every 
Jew’s reach, as love of God is hardwired into 
every Jewish soul, whether one is conscious 
of it or not.4 We need not implant religious 
fervor since we are already naturally grow-
ing towards the divine light. 

4. Orot ha-Teshuvah, 6:2.
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לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Forgetting R’tzei at Seuda Shlishit 

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Question: I was not sure if during Birkat 
Hamazon (=BHMZ) after seuda shlishit, I 
said R’tzei V’hachalitzenu or not. Should I 
have repeated BHMZ?

Answer: The rule is that one who forgets 
R’tzei in BHMZ on Shabbat must repeat 
BHMZ (Berachot 49b). Is that also true for one 
who is unsure (safek) if he recited it? On one 
hand, the requirement to mention Shabbat 
in Birkat Hamazon is only Rabbinic, mak-
ing it logical to apply safek berachot l’hakel 
when there is a safek whether one said R’tzei. 
Indeed, regarding one who is unsure whether 
he recited Ya’aleh V’Yavo (=YVY) on Rosh Cho-
desh, the Rama (Orach Chayim 422:1) invokes 
safek berachot l’hakel. However, the Mishna 
Berura (288:16) points out that the consensus 
of Acharonim rejects his opinion because we 
can presume he left out YVY, as there is a 
chazaka that one who was not concentrating 
(a fair assumption about one who soon there-
after (see below) does not remember what he 
said) did not recite infrequent additions. This 
follows the precedent of a safek on what one 
said regarding rain-related recitations at the 
beginning of a “recitation season” (see Shul-
chan Aruch, OC 114:8). 

Even if one does not accept the Rama, 
there are a few reasons to not repeat 

BHMZ in a case of safek if he said R’tzei 
(see Yabia Omer VII, OC 28): 1. A weekly 
addition is not as easily forgotten as a 
monthly one. 2. The different atmosphere 
of Shabbat makes it easier to remember 
R’tzei than YVY. 3. An extra tefilla done 
due to safek is not problematic (Berachot 
21a), whereas for BHMZ, it is problematic. 
Indeed Rav Ovadia Yosef (Yabia Omer 
ibid.) rules not to repeat BHMZ in a safek 
if he recited R’tzei. On the other hand, 
Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata (57:7) accepts 
the Mishna Berura that we should repeat 
BHMZ for a safek of missing R’tzei (if the 
doubt arises soon after he should have said 
it – see Mishna Berura 422:10).

However, there is an accepted reason 
not to repeat BHMZ in your case. The 
gemara (Berachot 49b) says that one who 
forgets YVY in BHMZ of Rosh Chodesh, 
as opposed to Shabbat and Yom Tov, does 
not repeat BHMZ. The difference is that 
on Shabbat, one must eat [enough bread 
to make BHMZ a necessity – Tosafot ad 
loc.], whereas on Rosh Chodesh, he need 
not. The Mishna Berura (188:26) explains 
that Chazal instituted that only for the 
special days when BHMZ is necessary 
are the additions to BHMZ for those days 
essential. Although some consider it a full 
obligation to have bread at seuda shlishit, 
other serious positions do not view it as a 
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full requirement (see Shulchan Aruch, OC 
291:5). Therefore, repeating BHMZ due to 
a forgotten R’tzei at seuda shlishit might be 
unwarranted, and one must not take that 
chance (Shulchan Aruch, OC 188:8; Mishna 
Berura ibid. 31; Shemirat Shabbat K’hil-
chata ibid.). According to most, this is true 
even for one who is always careful to eat 
bread at seuda shlishit because the fact that 
he always bentches is a personal decision, 
not an objective Shabbat obligation (see 
Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 57:(20)).

It is possible to do a type of repetition. 
The gemara (ibid. a) says that for one who 
realized he left out the addition after fin-
ishing the third beracha but before starting 
the fourth, there is an independent bera-
cha for each of the respective days to thank 
Hashem for giving us the day. The gemara 
mentions this even regarding Rosh Cho-
desh, but leaves it as an unsolved question 
whether the beracha on Rosh Chodesh fin-
ishes with the Baruch ata Hashem … form. 
This beracha applies also to seuda shlishit, 
and since seuda shlishit is likely supposed 
to be a real meal, the Mishna Berura (Be’ur 
Halacha to 188:8) advocates finishing it 
with a beracha form. However, one would 
not do so if he bentches after nightfall, as 
it is a doubt whether the additions are 
called for then, and a separate beracha is 
therefore not warranted (Be’ur Halacha to 
188:10). Regarding a case that he missed 
this cut-off point, some allow reciting 
R’tzei during the section of “Harachaman” 

recitations, but the stronger opinion is to 
not do so (see Rama, OC 188:7). 
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PUAH on the Homefront

 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

This Simchat Torah will remain forever 
in our collective Jewish memory. Israel 
was plunged into a state of war and emer-
gency that affected everyone; the soldiers 
on the frontlines, as well as the families 
they left at home.

Like many others, PUAH quickly assessed 
how we could serve the urgent and imme-
diate needs of Israel. One of the ways that 
we are able to do so was to adapt a program 
that we developed to help married couples 
prepare for their wedding day.

One concern for the young couple about 
to get married is that the bride will be able 
to go to the mikvah before the wedding 
day. This seems to be a simple undertak-
ing, and basic timing of the wedding date 
should be instrumental in ensuring that 
the couples stand underneath the Chuppah 
after having been to the mikvah.

However, in many cases it is far from 
simple, and most couples rely on hormonal 
medication to guarantee that the bride will 
be able to go to the mikvah before the wed-
ding. In the past we saw many cases, with 
even the best intentions, that did not receive 
the correct medical advice. A woman took 
hormones and was still not able to go to the 
mikvah due to a reaction to the hormones, 
or an inappropriate medical plan.

A couple of years ago, one of the PUAH 

Rabbis decided to improve this situation. 
Rabbi Lior Segev contacted a few religious 
female gynecologists and suggested that 
they provide tailor-made plans for each 
bride. The program called Likrat Kallah, 
is run by one of our female counselors, Dr. 
Moriel Yarchi, and she performs an intake 
for each bride, communicates with the doc-
tors, and receives a specific plan regard-
ing the course of treatment. She is also 
available for emergencies and last-minute 
changes to the plan if necessary.

Several hundred women have been 
through this program and only a handful 
have not been able to go to the mikvah 
prior to their wedding day.

Since the beginning of the current war a 
new reality has emerged; young men and 
women want to get married, and, due to 
them serving in the military, often need 
to change the wedding date. This requires 
creative solutions and increasing accessi-
bility to this program. The staff running it 
have made themselves available for such 
amazing couples, entering into married life 
in the middle of a war, even in the most dif-
ficult circumstances. PUAH has been able 
to remove one complication and enable 
the brides to get to the mikvah on time.

More on this next time. 
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Michal Silverstein, MS
Dear T.R.
Thank you for asking this 

very relevant and timely 
question.

Adults as well as children are over-
whelmed with emotions when they hear 
about a terrorist attack. When they become 
more frequent, the feeling of uncertainty 
and loss of control can create much anxiety. 
There are certain guidelines to keep in mind 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting,
Following the recent string of 

terrorist attacks, my son, 11, has 
become very anxious. I, of course, 
have also been affected by all the loss 
and trauma. I’m not sure how much 
or how little to share with him in gen-
eral and specifically regarding my 
own emotional experience.  For exam-
ple, should I try not to cry and be sad 
around him? T.R. 

when responding to children under these 
circumstances.

Firstly, it’s important to give children a safe 
space to speak, meaning a space to express 
them selves in the way that is natural for 
them. Some children don’t have much of a 
reaction and others will cry, show anger and 
frustration. They may say things that you 
don’t agree with or challenge you. Giving 
them the space to do this is crucial.

Next, when they ask questions, try to give 
them accurate information, answering only 
the questions they ask. Stay focused. It’s not 
necessary to elaborate or get sidetracked by 
politics or other similar situations. Explana-
tions should be given in an age appropriate 
manner. Just like your rules are age appro-
priate your discussions should be as well. 
Having more detailed, graphic conversations 
is more appropriate with an 18 than a 10 year 
old. 

It’s important to keep an eye out for both 
emotional and physical signs of distress. 
If your child looks sad, has crying spells, 
becomes fearful or angry or is experienc-
ing changes in sleeping and eating patterns, 
he may need extra help processing the cur-
rent state of events. Be aware of behavioral 
changes.

Regarding your own emotional state, it’s 
important to model emotions in front of your 
children. Seeing you express your feelings 
will allow your child to do the same. That 
being said, there is also a limit. You do not 
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Dear Parents,
 I’m writing to you during a challenging 

time. I’ve written before about terror attacks 
but now we are living in unprecedented 
times. We are in the midst of a war and there 
are many unknowns. When will schools go 
back to their regular schedule? When will 
life go back to normal? How long will this 
war last? During periods of great uncertainty 
there are some key points to keep in mind 
which can help lower anxieties.

Firstly, when you feel overwhelmed, try 
to focus on where you are at the moment 
and what you are currently doing. Practice 
mindfulness techniques such as taking 
slow, deep breaths and feeling your feet 
planted on solid ground. If you are not in 
imminent danger, remind yourself that 
you are safe right now. Think about all 
the things that you may be grateful for at 
the moment, such as having food, family, 
friends or your health. Much of the anxiety 
is caused by the brain racing ahead think-
ing of all possible future scenarios. This 
kind of circular thinking creates confusion 
and heightens anxiety. 

Another tip is to do something that you 
find enjoyable and that helps you calm 
down like drinking a hot cup of tea/cof-
fee, eating a snack, taking a bath/ shower, 
or reading a book. Listening to music, 

creating art and journaling are more ways 
to relax and keep yourself occupied. What-
ever activity has helped you calm down in 
the past, will probably help you now too. 
Going for a walk, dancing or exercising can 
also be effective in reducing stress.

Once your body is calm, you can think 
more clearly and focus on whatever task 
lay at hand. Always bring yourself back to 
the here and now. Avoid watching too much 
news and instead fortify yourself with pos-
itive forms of chizuk whether it’s learning, 
watching something entertaining or talking 
to friends and family. Connecting to your 
community and surrounding yourself with 
supportive friends will help you stay strong. 
While so many things are beyond our con-
trol right now, try to focus on what you do 
have control over. There are so many places 
to volunteer and offer your services. Staying 
busy and productive will give you a sense of 
empowerment. 

As this situation continues, it’s import-
ant to realize that our children are looking 
to see how we’re managing. Children are 
greatly affected by how their parents cope 
and behave. They take cues from the adults 
in their lives. As long as parents stay strong 
and stable, children will feel safe and secure. 
This doesn’t mean that a parent can never 
cry or feel sad or overwhelmed. These are 
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In view of the current situation, 
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SAY ABOUT….? 

 
by 

Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel 
 

will discuss each week an issue about the 
war that people are asking about. Each 
topic has a 5-minute abridged version & 

full 30-minute podcast.  
 

This Week’s Podcast: 
Collateral Damage in Judaism  

Unavoidable Civilian 
Causalities 

You can find the podcast on Apple, 
Spotify or Yutorah.org 

For questions, write 
whatdoesjudaismsayabout@gmail.com  

  

 

valid feelings especially during times of war. 
Everyone has ups and downs, parents as well 
as children. It’s important to speak openly 
about these feelings, validate them and make 
space for them. We just don’t want to get stuck 
there. Parents should aim to maintain a gen-
eral sense of balance and faith.

These skills and goals such as stress relief 
techniques, keeping busy and feeling pur-
poseful can be imparted to children as well . 
Parents who take care of themselves, by find-
ing the right supports and outlets are priori-
tizing the health and stability of their homes. 

May we hear good news! 
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SHOSHANA JUDELMAN

HOLY SITES IN ISRAEL

Torah Tidbits is proud to present a 
new series of articles  about the mag-
nificent and holy sites of Israel. This 
new addition to Torah Tidbits seeks to 
connect each of us even more deeply to 
the profound meaning of our people’s 
return to the Land of Israel and bring 
us even closer to experiencing the 
kedushat ha’aretz in our daily lives. 

Amuka:  
Finding Hope 
in the Depths

It was 9:30pm and I was walking down 
the stairs of my seminary in Tsfat. The Rosh 
Midrasha walked out of his office, saw me, 
and asked if I would be willing to accom-
pany an American woman to Amuka that 
night. She had come to Israel for the express 
purpose of visiting this holy site but needed 

some company to avoid being alone with a 
taxi driver that late at night. Since I was 25 
and single, I too was interested in going to 
Amuka and immediately responded that I 
would be happy to accompany her. 

Amuka, meaning “deep,” is the name of 
the gravesite of the Tanna, R’ Yonatan ben 
Uziel, the greatest student of Hillel HaZ-
akein and the translator of the books of 
Nevi’im into Aramaic. 

Located in a valley outside of Tzfat, 
Amuka is a tefillah destination, especially 
for singles. According to tradition, Yonatan 
ben Uzziel either married late in life and 
he and his wife were unable to fulfil the 
mitzvah of פרו ורבו or never married since 
he was so immersed in his Torah study. It 
is told that before his death he regretted 
missing out on this element of life which 
provides tremendous potential for per-
sonal growth and, to encourage others to 
get married, he blessed anyone who would 
daven at his gravesite to meet their soul-
mate within a year of the visit.
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Shoshana teaches Chassidus for the Shirat David 
Community in Efrat as well as in Jerusalem for Midreshet 
Rachel v’Chaya and Shiviti Women’s Institute. She is a 
guide in Poland with JRoots and co-leads inspirational 
trips to Ukraine and around Eretz Yisroel. Shoshana 
has also been a guide at Yad Vashem since 2014.

Marriage is a crucible. It is the relation-
ship that holds a mirror to the soul, forcing 
a person to face and work on their deepest 
issues and fears. It is also the relationship 
that can forge the deepest bonds, parallel-
ing the marriage between Am Yisrael and 
Hashem and potentially drawing tremen-
dous energy of connection and peace into 
the world. 

We left Tsfat at 11PM and the roads 
were pitch black. It was exhilarating, driv-
ing through the forest, the air permeated 
by the scent of pine trees, all my senses 
heightened with the anticipation of reach-
ing our destination. I felt myself carried to 
a place of calm, a place of profound intro-
spection and possibility, an opening. 

I remember the intensity of my daven-
ing that night. The physical starkness and 
the powerful spiritual energy of the place 
combining to create a heady experience. I 
felt like I was beseeching Hashem from the 
depth of my being. 

In Masechet Brachot, R’ Eliezer ben 
Ya’akov, is quoted as saying that a person 
should not stand in a high place to daven 
but rather in a low place, as it says in Tehil-
lim (130:1): “I called to You, L-rd, from the 
depths )ממעמקים(.” The Gemara is hinting 
at the middah of humility which is essen-
tial for true davening and essential in a 
marriage. Humility requires that we admit 
we are lacking, that we don’t know every-
thing, that we need each other. 

Amuka is the physical embodiment of 
this middah. A place of depth and yearning 
that breaks our hearts wide open so we 
can turn to Hashem in surrender. And in 
that surrender, with Hashem’s help we can 
have hope for new beginnings. 

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
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send tax deductible donations for  
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הודו לה' כי טוב
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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necessarily have an issue engaging in some-
thing else.

In his explanation, Rashi teaches us how 
to be more like an angel- specifically how 
to be fully engaged in what we are doing, to 
the extent that we essentially forget about 
anything else. We need to learn how to help 
someone else while simultaneously doing so 
void of any egotistical motives. In these hard 
times, delving into one chessed can change 
someone’s life, and just because one is not 
running around and helping every single 
person that doesn’t mean you’re not mak-
ing a difference. Often, being fully engaged 
in one chessed and doing it properly, is just 
what it means to be like an angel.

Meir Backman
12th grade, Tel Aviv

The Calming Effect
I can’t believe I’m writing a dvar Torah 

for Torah Tidbits! I feel a bit incompetent 
for the job and being that I’m a newbie 
here in Israel it is a huge honor. In Parshas 
Vayeira many big important events hap-
pen. Avraham’s last and maybe hardest 
trial, the Akeida. The destruction of the 
wicked city of Sodom. But something in 
particular about this Vayeira stands out to 
me in particular. 

From within the first verses I found an 
amazing life lesson. In the beginning of 
the parsha Avraham is visited by 3 men. 

Rena Bessner
Jerusalem  
Chapter Director

Like an Angel
Parshas Vayeira starts with three angels 

coming to visit Avraham in his tent. This 
introduces the famous question as to why 
three angels are required simply to con-
vey a few messages. Rashi answers this 
question by explaining the reason “for one 
angel does not perform two tasks.” How-
ever, this raises the question- why is it that 
angels can’t multitask? Are humans more 
capable than angels? Why is it so import-
ant for Rashi to emphasize this to us?

I saw a beautiful idea from Rabbi Men-
achem Feldman. He explains that we should 
look at this ‘disability’ as a superpower. When 
an angel is given a task it naturally isolates it 
and delves into completing it fully. The angels 
have no personal pride, or personal agenda 
that get in their way; at that moment, he is 
nothing but the task. As such, they cannot per-
form two acts simultaneously, as it’s impossi-
ble to be, fully, in two places at once. 

A person, on the other hand, even when 
performing the will of G‑d, still possesses 
their ego. A person always maintains the 
sense that he has an independent will, and 
at that point, he is merely engaged in the 
mission as well as being an individual. As 
such, he can never become entirely one 
with the mission, and therefore won’t 
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Avraham treats his guests with such hospi-
tality. Giving them water for washing, shade, 
milk, cakes, and lamb chops! Now I don’t 
know about you but when I read verses 4-8 
there is this urgency and this rush which in 
my opinion normally isn’t felt in the Torah 
(then again I haven’t read that much Torah 
yet). 

But wait there’s more, right after verse 8 
there’s a sense of calm and ease. I feel the 
lesson in this is that it is so urgent and you 
should always rush to make everyone feel 
like your friend so that others can be com-
fortable around you. In other words, take 
care of others so that they can be calm and 
once they’re calm now you can be calm 
knowing they’re calm. 

The Rambam mentions that at the time 
of this event Avraham was elderly and had 
servants and he also recently had a circum-
cision. Yet still he jumped at the opportunity 
to be someone’s friend, and help them all be 
calm and relaxed. So let’s all this week try to 
be like Avraham. Let’s make those around 
us feel calmer and more relaxed. Let’s be 
ready to help all around us who need help. 
Let’s be ready to be everyone’s friend. And 
who knows maybe you will get a Tzadik for 
a son in one year’s time :)

Stay strong and stay Jewish! 

City of Gold Apartments  
Emergency Housing Project  

in Memory of Nathanel Young

HOUSE 
FAMILIES 

FROM 
SOUTHERN 

ISRAEL!
Urgently seeking vacant 
Jerusalem apartments  
for displaced families
In just 2 weeks, City of Gold 
Apartments has:
 » Housed over 75 families in 
Jerusalem

 » Provided food, lodging, 
clothing, toys and more

 » Furnished empty homes, 
including beds, linens, 
tables & chairs at no cost 
to owners

Have an apartment? Contact Avi Goldberg  
via Whatsapp to set up a Zoom call: 

+972-52-656-9565
emergencyhousing@cogapartments.com

If you know of an available apartment in 
Jerusalem, City of Gold Apartments will 
help facilitate the process and support 

ongoing management,  
FREE OF CHARGE.

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
New on the Market in Rechavia!  
Ground floor, completely accessible, spacious & airy,  
4 rooms, 10m mirpeset, parking, tons of potential,  
2 entrances so the 3rd bedroom can be used as a  
clinic/office or studio unit. 4.17m NIS
Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim 
Spacious 4.5 rooms, 100m with 9m Sukka mirpeset,  
one floor up, good shape, 4 exposures, newly renovated 
bathrooms. 3.37m NIS
For rent on Emek Refaim 
4 rooms,  80m, parking, 2 small mirpesets,  
25 stair walk up, quiet as it does not face the street,  
perfect for young family or  roommates. 6200NIS/month
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