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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

"הקל קול יעקב והידים ידי עשו" )כ"ז:כ"ב(
"The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Eisav" (27:22)
The Vilna Gaon (Rabbi Eliyahu ben Shlomo 1720-1797) asks why the word "Hakol"-"The voice" is spelled lacking the 
Hebrew letter "Vav" and may be misread as "Ha-kal"- meaning "light" or "faint"? 
He answered that this is to teach us that whenever the voice of righteousness, as symbolized by Jacob, becomes faint, 
then the evil in the world represented by the hands of Eisav becomes strong and prominent. However, when the voice 
of Jacob is heard loudly and reverberates around the world, then the "kal" can be correctly read as "kol" through the 
addition of the letter "vav", as the hands of Eisav lose control. 
The Midrash Rabbah emphasis this idea:
א"ר ברכיה בשעה שיעקב מרכין בקולו ידי עשו שולטות
"Rav Brachya said if Jacob's voice is faint, Eisav's hands will rule."                                                              ~ Shabbat Shalom

HELPFUL REMINDERS
7 Days After Molad: 8 Kislev/ Mon. night Nov. 20
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Kislev/Mon. night Nov. 27

THIS WEEK'S COVER IMAGE!
And may G-d give you of the dew of the heavens and of the fatness of the earth and an 
abundance of grain and wine. This photo is the Switzerland Forest in Tiberias overlooking 
the Kinneret. Midrashim tell us that the ‘fatness of the earth’ promised to Yaakov, was 
Miriam’s well, which is in the Kinneret. Our soldiers are fighting on behalf of us all, to allow 
us to live in peace and enjoy the ‘fatness of the earth’. We pray for their success and that they 
should all return home safe and well. Photographed by Julian Alper of Tiberias.

Aaron Seitler // Aliyah Derfler
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

generously towards them as well. These 
conversations and the love for our fellow 
Jews that comes across warms my heart. 
Many are very practical, during which 
we find solutions to provide for the many 
needs the war has brought to the forefront. 

Just as my friends relate to the needs based 
on the lenses of their life experiences, our 
focus here at OU Israel since the start of the 
war also corresponds to our areas of expertise 
during normal, quieter times. As you know, 
our programs focus on two key demograph-
ics in Israeli society – youth/youth at-risk and 
English-speaking olim and visitors. When I 
take a birds eye view of the many wonderful 
initiatives the OU has taken upon itself during 
the war, they relate to expanding our services 
for these populations. 

First, when it comes to our work with 
youth/youth at-risk, we take pride in our 
ability to partner with so many commu-
nities in our OU Israel network that have 
unfortunately been evacuated from their 
homes. In addition to our regular work 
through our Youth Centers and the Pearl 
& Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach Center, we 
have become the resource for our partici-
pants, staff and their families now living in 
refugee hotels in Yerushalayim. 

The OU Israel team has strong and 
meaningful relationships with the mayors, 
municipal staff, and other community lead-
ers in so many cities up north and down 
south, mainly due to our ongoing work in 
these cities for over twenty years. Whether 

Since the war broke out, I’ve been receiv-
ing countless calls from so many friends 
asking what needs to be done. It is especially 
heartwarming to hear from so many friends 
in North America whose hearts are with 
their brothers and sisters here in Israel. I 
have noticed a theme where I can almost 
predict what each person will focus on over 
the course of the discussion since most peo-
ple tend to see the war and their ability to 
help based on the lenses of their own lives. 

Since I have had the zechut to work with 
most of these friends on a variety of proj-
ects, in the vast majority of conversations I 
can predict what they think the needs are 
based on where they are coming from. For 
example: medical professionals will think 
about the medical needs here in Israel, 
mental health professionals focus on the 
mental health needs, and Holocaust survi-
vors and children of Holocaust survivors 
are generally thinking about the trauma 
the refugees are going through. A toy store 
owner is obviously interested in getting 
toys to the children who are displaced 
from their homes. Parents of younger kids 
focus more on the needs of that age while 
parents of teens are interested in the teen 
scene and what resources they need. 

It’s not that people only want to take care 
of their own. Rather, our brains automat-
ically take our thoughts to what our lives 
are focused on. Over and over again, when 
I share other needs we are identifying here, 
they understand them and have donated 
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chizuk concerts for the women, many of 
whose husbands are called up to reserve 
duty, to provide them with the strength to 
continue to be the backbone of their families 
during this time of chaos. We hired more 
staff for the Zula to meet the ever growing 
crowds of an expanding teen population 
on the streets of Yerushalayim. Our usual 
Zula teens are relying on us more than ever 
during these trying times. Unfortunately, 
many lost friends who were at the music fes-
tival and have others friends who have been 
kidnapped. In addition, so many teens evac-
uated from their homes are flocking to the 
night scene and in need of the Zula’s warmth 
and the care of our counselors. 

The other area we are naturally focus-
ing on is how can we be here for you, our 
English-speaking OU Israel family here in 
Israel. Right away, Rabbi Sam Shor and his 
team began offering twice daily Zoom chizuk 
classes given by the Rabbis, Rebbetzins and 
educators you enjoy learning from. These 
chizuk sessions are being recorded, and 
thousands have watched them at their con-
venience on our OU Israel YouTube channel. 

We are providing virtual programs as 
well as in-person programs. We are in dis-
cussions with the department of homeland 
security to assess when we can once again 
open our building for programming since 
we do not have a mamad and the majority 

it’s from working on a daily basis with teens 
at-risk, programming we run for English 
speakers through NCSY Israel and Yachad 
Israel, and the thousands of North Amer-
ican teens we bring to their communities 
with NCSY Summer Programs, they know 
OU is synonymous with positive teen pro-
gramming. They have seen first-hand the 
work we do in their communities and the 
way we care about their cities. Therefore, 
when they need assistance they turn to the 
OU for help and reinforcement for educa-
tional, emotional, spiritual and social needs. 

The OU is not just there during times of 
crisis. We have and will continue to be with 
them on an ongoing basis. Take our Makom 
Balev Youth Center in Sderot. We are not 
just there when rockets are falling. Once 
we enter a city we are there in good times 
and challenging times. Since we have multi-
year relationships with the youth and their 
families, we have become the address over 
the years. That’s why the municipalities and 
families in Sderot and other cities trust us 
and are relying on us to help their refugee 
families, and especially the youth. 

To assess and address the ongoing needs 
that these displaced families have, we 
assigned a representative in each refugee 
hotel. We are running carnivals and story 
times for the kids who have been without 
school for over a month. We are running 
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LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

of our security guards have been called to 
milluim. We are pushing to open as soon 
as possible. This week, we started Tuesday 
morning in-person shiurim at Beit Knessest 
Nitzanim where everyone can feel secure 
learning in the Beit Midrash which is also 
the shul’s mamad. JCHAT young profes-
sionals, Kesher senior singles, and so many 
other demographics had activities geared 
towards their needs and interests. 

This past Thursday night, Rebbetzin 
Zemira Ozarowski and Daniella Heller-
stein (OU Israel board member) ran an 
evening of chizuk for Anglo mothers of our 
brave IDF soldiers. These women, like the 
mothers of all of our chayalim, are heroes. 
They chose to move here knowing that 
their children may one day be on the bat-
tlefield fighting for our Homeland. Despite 
the immense pride and endless amount 
of prayers, we know these women need 
support, and that’s what this evening was 
about. I encourage all mothers of chayalim 
to watch the recordings of the speakers on 
our YouTube channel as well and share 
with other women you know who would 
benefit from such a program.

If you’re reading this message, you are 
connected to OU Israel and the work that 
we do. Whether you read Torah Tidbits 
every week or sporadically or whether you 
join our programs in person, virtually, or 
send your kids to them – thank you. Know-
ing how many people are taking advantage 
of what we offer, especially in difficult 
times when we all need the extra chizuk 
and sense of community, means a lot to 
me and our team. Continue volunteering 
– whether it be with the OU or with other 
causes that speak to your heart and your 

unique life circumstances and skills. Con-
tinue davening. Continue giving because 
we rely on your donations in order to run 
these vital programs. B’ezrat Hashem, we 
will merit besorot tovot and the geulah she-
leima speedily in our days. 

Wishing you an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS
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True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.



8 TORAH TIDBITS 1540 / TOLDOT

CROSSROADS 

GED  

Mondays & Tuesdays @ 
6-8 P.M. For more info & 
to register please contact 
Leah @ leah@crossroads 
jerusalem.org or call our 
office at 02-624-6265. 
Located at Yaffo 34, 

Jerusalem

www.crossroadsjerusalem.org

PREP COURSE

GET YOUR HIGH 
SCHOOL DIPLOMA 

WITH THE

FOR ENGLISH SPEAKING 
TEENS & YOUNG ADULTS

Real Life Rescues
Real Life Rescues 
EMT Saves Baby from  
Severe Allergic Reaction  
Following First Taste of Tahini
On a recent Tuesday morning in Jerusalem, parents 
were feeding their 6-month-old baby and introduced 
him to tahini for the first time. Within minutes, the 
baby developed a severe allergic reaction. The 
infant's parents immediately called emergency 
services, seeking urgent help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Klein, 
alerted to the emergency through his proximity alert 
system, sprang into action as the first responder on 
the scene. Arriving promptly, Shalom was confronted 
with a distressing sight - a baby boy with swollen lips 
and tongue, struggling to breathe, and covered in a 
worrisome rash.

Recognizing the symptoms as indicative of an 
anaphylactic shock, the volunteer knew immediate 
intervention was crucial. Without hesitation, he 
administered a life-saving EpiPen injection, delivering 
a dose of epinephrine to counteract the severe 
allergic reaction. The powerful medication quickly 
took effect, and the infant's breathing became less 
labored. The swelling in the lips and tongue began to 
subside, providing much-needed relief to the child.

As the symptoms continued to recede, the EMT 
monitored his condition while awaiting the arrival of 
a mobile intensive care ambulance. Several minutes 
later, the ambulance team arrived and transported 
the infant to the nearest hospital for further 
treatment and observation.

Reflecting on the incident, Shalom emphasized the 
importance of having an EpiPen readily available. 
"It's a great thing 
I had an EpiPen in 
my medical kit," he 
stated. "An EpiPen 
can save a person's 
life within minutes 
and is a huge help 
for both EMTs and 
patients."

1221

"I'm ashamed," said the 80-something elderly 
woman to Meir Biton and Meni Winfeld, who 
rescued her from the saferoom in her home in 
Kfar Aza, after 36 hours during which she had 
been there with her husband and daughter-in-
law (who was murdered), without food and with 
very little water.
"Ashamed of what I thought and said about the 
ultra-Orthodox all these years. And here you 
come, like this with your peyos and beard, like 
angels to save us."
The woman, a Holocaust survivor, and her husband 
and daughter-in-law barricaded themselves in 
their home from 6 A.M on October 7th. Terrorists 
entered and shot through the door of the saferoom. 
The bullet hit the daughter-in-law who immediately 
fell in a pool of blood, and the couple sat there 
trembling, waiting for their death, which for some 
reason was hesitant to arrive. In retrospect, it turned 
out that one of the bullets broke the door’s handle, 
and the terrorists were unable to open it.
The elderly were left with their daughter-in-law, 
wallowing in her blood. Wallowing in her blood 
for hours. Until they were transported to the 
hospital. By who? Two angels in orange.
Two orange-clad Orthodox men, examining and 
bandaging, supporting and caring, providing food 
and water, gently, with love and infinite compassion. 
"I wish I was younger and spoke differently all these 
years," said the woman.
And the elderly man, he didn't really say anything. 
With eyes full of endless trauma, he looked at 
them and wept. This is one of the thousands 
of stories our volunteers faced on October 7th 
and the days following. Upon hearing the story 
President and Founder of United Hatzalah Eli 
Beer said, “By standing united, people of all 
backgrounds in Israel standing together, that is 
how we will be victorious.”
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Rare Penthouse for sale!

Massive balconies
3 storage rooms
3 parking spots

Gym
Swimming pool

Guard

18 m nis

For sale!!

New exclusive!!

Gorgeous talbia property!
4 bedrooms

Big sukka balcony
Luxury renovation

Elevator

10.2 m nis

Wolfson apartment for sale!

130 sqm
Great views
Renovated

Parking

6 m nis

Shifra Lopian
052-6735-300

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

Now is the Time
If you believe in our country, now is 
the time to seriously consider buying 
a sea front property in Ashkelon. 

 This war will end and so 
will these low prices!

With the shekel/dollar rate close to 
4NIS, prices have effectively dropped 
by 30%.

“For this is what the Lord Almighty, the God 
of Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards 
will again be bought in this land.”

 Jeremiah 32:15

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 
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crossroadsjerusalem.org 
050-468-5463 (Hotline) 
02-624-6265 
Yaffo 34, Jerusalem 

24h

 
 
  

If you feel that emotional 
support can be helpful to 
you or someone you know, 
please contact Crossroads at 
0 2 - 6 2 4 - 6 2 6 5 a n d a 
professional social worker 
will schedule a meeting with 
you. If you are experiencing 
a crisis, you can reach out to 
a Social Worker through our 
Crisis Hotline (050)-HOTLINE. 
 

FREE PROFESSIONAL 
THERAPY & 24/7 

CRISIS HOTLINE FOR 
ENGLISH SPEAKING 
TEENS & YOUNG 
ADULTS IN ISRAEL
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Hachnassat Kalla - YAD GITTEL
Get your trousseau (nedunya) 

at COST PRICE
For more details call 0523882751  

or Sonia 0528066664
yadgitteltrudy@gmail.com

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BAKA - stunning 3 story house on a quiet 
& pastoral cul-de-sac, very high-end 
designed, swimming-pool, large wrap 
around garden, parking

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM – 4 rooms, 90m,  
2nd floor + elevator, renovated by 
architect, fireplace, air conditioning,  
very central, close to all amenities 

3050000 NIS - MENDEL 052-8980111

ARNONA – 3 rooms that will be 
transformed into 90m., 3rd floor  
with elevator, store-room, parking

Only 2520000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488

On a small and pastoral street in the heart 
of BAKA - Penthouse/Duplex, 5 rooms, 
terraces, 15m + balcony, 6m, 2nd & 3rd 
floor + elevator, 3 orientations, parking

MICHAEL 052-3202488

Rachel Feld 
Certified Personal Trainer 

  054-471-8420

Personal  training 
is for you!

Frustrated that you can't get into shape?
Don't have the time or motivation to go to the gym?

Diastasis 
recti 

rehabilitation

Work out  
in the comfort  
of your home

Senior
fitness

change begins with you.
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know these stories pretty well by now. But 
it is crucially important that we read the 
stories as if they are in real time, as if we 
don’t know the end. Rivka knows that her 2 
sons are 2 nations. That’s all she knows. But 
what does that mean? Does it mean as we 
say colloquially: Tel Aviv and Jerusalem are 
2 countries. Well, they aren’t really; but they 
are like 2 countries. Is that what 2 nations 
means? She doesn’t really have 2 nations 
in her womb, rather 2 very different types, 
but both are Jewish. And so, both Esav and 
Yaakov will be part of the Jewish people, 
just that they’ll be very different sorts. Or 
does it mean 2 nations literally? One of her 
sons will be in the Jewish people and one 
out. And if she had to choose one to be in, 
well, she loves Yaakov – for she sees in him 
the heir of Yitzchak. He will be in. Esav out. 

And Yaakov, the son she loves – well, she 
must have told him this secret too. Yaakov, 
with this information surmises: If I am in 
and Esav out, then I have a problem. Because 
Esav is the first born. So, Yaakov remedies 
that; he buys the birthright from Esav. Work-
ing to ensure the Divine plan materializes.

 2ND ALIYA (26:7-12)
Yitzchak and Rivka are in 

Gerar. He says she is his sister. 
Avimelech realizes she is his wife and chal-
lenges Yitzchak. Avimelech instructs all not 
to touch her. Yitzchak plants that year and 
the crop yield is 100-fold (meah shearim).

Yitzchak’s following in Avraham’s foot-
steps dominates the parsha. Yitzchak 

PARSHAT TOLDOT
This is the parsha of Yitzchak and Rivka’s 

life. Rivka has twins, Esav and Yaakov. Yaa-
kov buys the birthright from Esav. Yitzchak 
goes to Gerar in a famine, is told not to leave 
the Land, digs the wells Avraham dug and 
renews the pact with Avimelech. Yitzchak 
is elderly, plans to give the blessing to Esav 
but is deceived by Yaakov. Esav wants to kill 
Yaakov. Yaakov travels to Padan Aram so as 
not to marry a woman from Canaan.

 1ST ALIYA (25:19-26:6)
Yitzchak is 40 when he marries 

Rivka. He prays for her, as she is 
barren. She is troubled by her pregnancy, 
is told she has 2 nations in her womb and 
bears them when Yitzchak is 60. Yitzchak 
loves Esav, Rivka loves Yaakov. Yaakov buys 
the birthright from Esav for a pot of lentil 
soup. Yitzchak journeys to Gerar in a fam-
ine. G-d tells him not to go to Egypt but to 
dwell in the Land, as it is promised to him. 

This is the parsha of succession. Yitzchak 
has now taken Avraham’s place, Rivka has 
taken Sara’s. And already, the next genera-
tion is born. But Rivka is told that she has 2 
nations in her womb. This revelation to her 
is crucial in understanding the later story of 
Yaakov stealing the blessing meant for Esav. 

When we read the stories in the Torah 
we are at a distinct disadvantage. Because 
we know how the story turns out. After 
all, we read the Torah every year and we 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

married a woman who traveled to the Land 
of Israel from Padan Aram, just like Sara 
had. She is barren, as Sara was. He goes to 
Gerar in a famine, like Avraham did. He 
says she is his sister, as Avraham had.

But with crucial differences. Yitzchak 
plants crops in a famine. And gets a 100-fold 
yield. Avraham never did that. He is told 
not to leave the Land of Israel; Avraham left 
when he went to Egypt in a famine. And 
Yitzchak gets a double instruction not to 
leave the Land: Dwell in the Land (sh’chon 
b’aretz), Live in the Land (gur b’aretz), some-
thing Avraham was never instructed. 

Again, we have to put ourselves in real 
time. Yitzchak scratches his head – why 
am I not to leave the Land? And what does 
it mean to get a double command – dwell 
and live in the Land?

Yitzchak follows in Avraham’s footsteps 
with one twist. He is taking active steps 
to build the infrastructure of a state. He 
assumes he is to dwell in the Land because 
the promise of the Jewish people settling 
this Land is coming true in his time. Well, 
to build a state you need to begin planting 
– shepherds are not state builders. Farmers 
are. He plants. And what would you think 
if you planted in a famine and got a 100-
fold yield? G-d is with me. My state build-
ing is being rewarded from above. Time to 
take more steps to build the state.

 3RD ALIYA (26:13-22)
Yitzchak prospers greatly, with 

many flock. He digs the wells 
Avraham dug but were filled in by the Phi-
listines. Avimelech tells him to move away. 
He digs more wells of Avraham. Finally, 
when he digs wells that are not contested, 
he declares that he has been fruitful.

INVEST IN ISRAEL!
& INVEST IN 

YOUR FUTURE!

NETANYA - CLOSE TO THE SEA - MAY 2025 
3 Bedrooms - 2.7M NIS or 3.2M NIS For Sea View
4 bedrooms - 3.29M NIS or 3.5M NIS For Sea View

YOU CAN USE YOUR IRA AND 401K FUNDS TO
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WITHOUT TAX PENALTIES. ASK ME HOW.
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Izzy Leizerowitz
Broker Fee: 2% + VAT

IL: 972.52.682.9367
info@keteradvisors.com

US: 786.385.8859
www.keteradvisors.com 
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1 Bedroom - 3.68M NIS - great investment
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All the wells end well. That’s 5 well dig-
gings. On the one hand, he is following 
in Avraham’s footsteps by redigging his 
wells. But, unlike Avraham, he is digging 
the wells for agriculture. The shepherd is 
transitioning to agriculture; for state build-
ing demands agriculture. These wells are 
for the wellbeing of the impending Jewish 
state. And the people of Gerar are onto him 
– they smell an adversary, intent on taking 
their land. Hence, they oppose his wells.

 4TH ALIYA (26:23-29)
Yitzchak goes to Be’er Sheva, 

as Avraham did. G-d tells him 
not to fear, as He told Avraham not to fear. 
Avimelech makes a pact with him, as he did 
with Avraham. These are Avraham stories, 
repeated now with Yitzchak. Except Avimel-
ech is afraid that Yitzchak will harm him. He 
senses that Yizchak is preparing for a state, 
something Avraham did not do. And this 
state will be at Avimelech’s expense.

 5TH ALIYA (26:30–27:27)
Esav marries at 40 taking 

Canaanite wives, to the conster-
nation of Yitzchak and Rivka. Yitzchak is 
elderly. He instructs Esav to bring freshly 
caught venison after which he will bless 
him. Rivka interferes and instructs Yaakov 
to imitate Esav. Yitzchak is suspicious but 
Yaakov’s disguise is convincing.

This story of deception raises many 
questions. What was Yitzchak thinking in 
choosing to bless Esav? And what was Rivka 
thinking in this foiling of Yitzchak’s intent?

Again, we know the outcome. But let’s 
put ourselves in Yitzchak’s place. He is pre-
paring for the impending state building. He 
planted. He dug wells for water. He is look-
ing to the future. State building requires 

not only economic growth. It requires a 
military and thoughtful leadership.

Yitzchak figures both his sons are going 
to lead the next generation of the Jewish 
people. There is no reason to think other-
wise; they are twins, both born of the same 
mother. And they are complementary 
leaders. Yaakov is the thoughtful leader. But 
military power is not his thing. It is Esav’s. A 
great pair. Just like Avimelech has Phicol, his 
general, Yaakov will have Esav as his general. 

Yitzchak does not intend to bless just one 
son, but both. He intends to bless Esav in 
worldly matters, Esav’s strength. To com-
plement Yaakov, not replace him.

Rivka sees it all differently. Because she 
got that message when she was pregnant – 
2 nations, not one. And if the Jewish people 
is going to be one of these 2 of my children, 
it isn’t going to be Esav.

6TH ALIYA (27:28-28:4)
Yitzchak gives the blessing to 

Yaakov. Esav arrives soon after. 
When the deception is discovered, Esav is 
incensed, intent on killing Yaakov. Rivka 
urges Yitzchak to send Yaakov to Padan 
Aram to find a wife – and save his life.

The blessing, intended for Esav, is for 
agricultural blessing from the heavens. 
And power. In Yitzchak’s mind, the Jewish 
people will require economic success as 
well as military prowess. And that is the 
blessing to Esav – a perfect partner to Yaa-
kov, the thoughtful leader.

However, Yaakov receives the blessing 
instead. Rivka follows in Sara’s footsteps: Sara 
banished Yishmael and G-d told Avraham to 
listen to her. Rivka, in her way, banishes Esav. 
And Yitzchak knows that in the end she is cor-
rect; that only one of their children will inherit 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

SEALING SERVICES 
AND ROOFING

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

the covenant, the other won’t.
7TH ALIYA (28:5-9)

Esav sees that the Canaanite 
women he took are frowned upon. 

He marries Yishmael’s daughter.
Esav marries at 40, like Yitzchak. He takes 

a daughter of Yishmael, in other words, his 
cousin, as Yitzchak married Rivka, his niece. 
But it’s not just the walk – it’s also the talk. 
While trying to walk the walk, he is simply 
not getting that he needs to talk the talk as 
well. As such, he will not be the next genera-
tion of the Jewish people.

MALACHI 1:1 - 2:7
The relationship between the parsha and 

this week’s haftorah relates to the tremen-
dous love Hashem harbors for the children 
of Yaakov, and the retribution He will ulti-
mately visit upon the children of Esav. The 
enemies of the nation of Israel will be pun-
ished for persecuting their blood brothers. 

We find a strong directive offered to the 
kohanim. Namely, that they return to the 
original covenant that Hashem had made 
with their ancestor, Aharon the High Priest. 
“True teaching was in his mouth, and injus-
tice was not found on his lips. In peace and 
equity he went with Me, and he brought 
back many from iniquity.”

The greatness of the people of Israel is 
revealed when we as a nation live nobly and 
fulfill our unique role as servants to Hashem.  

    
  

    

  

KNOW WHAT TO ANSWER 
FREE COUNTER-MISSIONARY 

   

Videos • Parsha Insights • Booklets • Counseling

 
 
 
 

 

Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz • info@JewsforJudaism.org 

The Weekly Podcast 
 

WHAT DOES JUDAISM 
SAY ABOUT….? 

 
by 

Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel 
 

will discuss each week an issue about the 
war that people are asking about. Each 
topic has a 5-minute abridged version & 

full 30-minute podcast.  
 

This Week’s Podcast: 
Can/Should You Kill One 

Innocent to Save Many Lives? 
You can find the podcast on Apple, 

Spotify or Yutorah.org 
For questions, write 

whatdoesjudaismsayabout@gmail.com  
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What Mystery  
Pervades A Well!

One of the great benefits of visiting com-
munities where I once lived and taught is the 
opportunity to meet people who were my stu-
dents long ago. I enjoy reconnecting with them 
and am occasionally amazed by how much 
they remember my lectures and sermons.

I recently returned to one of my former 
communities. I was approached by a par-
ticipant in a short course that I gave over 
twenty years ago. It was an introductory 
course to the Bible. My former student 
asked if I would meet with him individually, 
and we arranged a time to do so.

After a few moments of catching up on 
each other’s careers and families, he told 
me that he frequently reminisced about 
my course, especially during the time of 
year when the weekly portions are to be 
found in the book of Genesis.

“You may remember,” he said, “that I had 
trouble accepting your claim that the stories 
of Genesis had sacred import. I felt strongly 
that the stories were no better than those to 
be found in children’s secular literature. I 
vividly recall that you tried to dissuade me 
from my opinion, but unsuccessfully.”

 I conceded that I remembered very well just 
how difficult it was for me to convince him of 
the significance of the stories of the Bible. I 

also wondered aloud about whether he had 
changed his mind over these many years.

His answer took me aback. “I have since 
carefully studied every narrative in the book 
of Genesis, from the creation of the world to 
the death of Jacob. I have discovered incred-
ible meaning in every story. But there is one 
story that continues to confound me. I find 
no religious significance in it at all.”

I asked him which story that was. He 
responded, “It is the story of those darn 
wells. Why do we need to know about 
them, and what possible meaning to those 
wells have to us?”

My former student was alluding to the 
brief narrative to be found in this week’s 
Torah portion, Parshat Toldot (Genesis 
25:19-28:9); specifically, the passage which 
tells of Isaac’s encounter with Abimelech, 
King of the Philistines. Isaac emerges from 
that encounter with such great wealth that 
the Philistines envied him.

Then we read: “The Philistines stopped 
up all the wells which his father’s servants 
had dug in the days of his father Abraham, 
filling them with earth… So Isaac departed 
from there… And Isaac dug anew the wells 
which had been dug in the days of his father 
Abraham… And he gave them the same 
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ביחד ננצח

I then asked him if I had ever mentioned 
the name Nechama Leibowitz in the course I 
gave so long ago. He did not think that I had. 
So I proceeded to tell him a bit about this great 
lady, whom I never was privileged to meet. 
I paraphrased her answer to our question: 
“I once believed that only in antiquity were 
people capable of being so hateful that they 
would act against their own self interests. But 
now in this technologically advanced nuclear 
age weapons of destruction are still unleashed 
against an enemy, despite the inevitable hor-
rible consequences for those who launched 
these weapons. This tendency toward self-de-
struction is not a Philistine perversion. It is a 
universal human perversion.”

The point made by this great teacher, 
who would insist on being called “simple 
Nechama,” evoked a knowing smile on the 
face of my former student.

names that his father had given them…”
 The story continues with an account of 

other wells dug by Isaac’s servants that are 
contested by the Philistines who claim the 
wells for themselves. Finally, “he moved 
from there. And dug yet another well, and 
they did not quarrel over it; so he called it 
Rehoboth…” (ibid. 26:12-22).

My former student looked at me with 
anticipation. “Rabbi,” he said, “we are now 
both quite a bit older and hopefully at least 
a little wiser. Can you tell me what all this 
fuss over a few wells is really about?”

At that moment, I allowed myself a dose of 
self-congratulation. Here was a distinguished 
middle-aged man who remained motivated to 
study the weekly Torah portion despite only 
a minimal commitment to religious obser-
vance. He had continued to ponder questions 
that were initially stimulated by a course that 
I gave more than two decades ago.

After thanking him for being such a faith-
ful student, I asked him if he would agree 
to strike a bargain with me. I would share 
with him a teaching which sheds light on 
one piece of this narrative if he would agree 
to suggest an explanation of his own on 
some other aspect of it. He readily agreed.

I told him that I found it difficult to 
understand why the Philistines would 
stop-up Abraham’s wells and go so far as 
to fill them with earth so that they could 
never be used again. These were desert 
dwellers, and every drop of water was 
precious to them. Were they not harming 
themselves by stopping up the wells and 
filling them with earth? Was this spiteful 
act not detrimental to their self-interest?

He agreed that this was a good question, 
and that he had long been asking it himself.
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“Thank you for that insight,” he 
responded. “Let me share with you an idea 
that I had, struggling with the same text. We 
read that although Abraham’s wells were 
stopped up and filled with earth long ago—
and presumably forgotten—nevertheless, 
Isaac did not give them his own name but, 
rather, “gave them the same names that his 
father had given them.” To me, this has real 
relevance. I know that, like me, you were 
trained as a psychologist. And you know 
that we psychologists come up with new 
theories that are not really new but merely 
rehash the insights of the founding fathers 
of psychology. But we don’t give them 
credit. We claim that our theories originate 
with us and fail to attribute them to Sig-
mund Freud or Carl Jung or William James. 
Isaac was careful to credit father Abraham, 
the original digger of those wells. We have a 
lesson about modesty to learn here.”

This time, the knowing smile was on 
my face.

After our meeting came to an end, I found 
myself pondering an entirely different ques-
tion, one that teachers often ask themselves: 
“What is more gratifying to a teacher? To 
have a student remember a lesson taught 
long ago, or to discover that a student has 
learned to think for himself?” Thankfully, 
that recent visit to a former community of 
mine helped renew my acquaintance with 
an old student who remembered some of 
my lessons, but who also went on to think 
for himself.

I continued to reflect upon this encounter 
for several days after leaving my old com-
munity. During those days, bits and pieces 
of a poem by Emily Dickinson floated up 
from the depths of my memory. This poem 

speaks of the mystery of wells, a mystery 
hinted at in the story of the wells of Abra-
ham and Isaac. Here are the first and last 
stanzas of that poem:

What mystery pervades a well!
The water lives so far,
Like neighbor from another world
Residing in a jar.

To pity those that know her not
Is helped by the regret
That those who know her, know her less
The nearer her they get.

I telephoned my old student and informed 
him that, in discussing the “mysteries of the 
wells,” we were on the “same page” as a 
great American poetess, who may or may 
not have been familiar with Parshat Toldot. 
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STATS

6th of the 54 sedras; 6th of 12 in Bereshit.
Written on 172.7 lines, ranks 36th.
4 Parshiyot; 2 open, 2 closed.
106 pesukim, ranks 29 (9th in Bereshit).
1432 words, ranks 34 (10th in Bereshit).
5426 letters, ranks 33 (10th in Bereshit).

MITZVOT

None of the 613 mitzvot are in Toldot, however, 
as we mention often, there are Midot and values 
and other lessons to be learned. This is one of 17 
mitzva-less sedras, 9 of which are in Sefer Bereshit, 
3 in Shemot, none in Vayikra, 2 in Bamidbar, and  
3 in Devarim.
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Why Did Isaac Love Esau?
Even before they were born, Jacob and 

Esau struggled in the womb. They were 
destined, it seems, to be eternal adversar-
ies. Not only were they were different in 
character and appearance. They also held 
different places in their parents’ affections:

The boys grew up, and Esau became a 
skilful hunter, a man of the open coun-
try, while Jacob was a quiet man, staying 
among the tents. Isaac, who had a taste for 
wild game, loved Esau, but Rebecca loved 
Jacob. Gen. 25:27-28

We know why Rebecca loved Jacob. Before 
the twins were born, the pains Rebecca felt 
were so great that “she went to inquire of the 
Lord.” This is what she was told:

“Two nations are in your womb, and two 
peoples from within you will be separated; one 
people will be stronger than the other, and the 
older will serve the younger.” Gen. 25:23

It seemed as if God were saying that 
the younger would prevail and carry for-
ward the burden of history, so it was the 
younger, Jacob, whom she loved.

But why, in that case, did Isaac love 
Esau? Did he not know about Rebecca’s 

oracle? Had she not told him about it? 
Besides, did he not know that Esau was 
wild and impetuous? Can we really take lit-
erally the proposition that Isaac loved Esau 
because “he had a taste for wild game,” as if 
his affections were determined by his stom-
ach, by the fact that his elder son brought 
him food he loved? Surely not, when the 
very future of the covenant was at stake.

The classic answer, given by Rashi, listens 
closely to the literal text. Esau, says the Torah, 
“knew how to trap [yode’a tzayid].” Isaac 
loved him “because entrapment was in his 
mouth [ki tzayid befiv].” Esau, says Rashi, 
trapped Isaac by his mouth. Here is Rashi’s 
comment on the phrase “knew how to trap”:

He knew how to trap and deceive his 
father with his mouth. He would ask him, 
“Father, how should one tithe salt and 
straw?” Consequently, his father believed 
him to be strict in observing the com-
mands. Rashi to 25:27

Esau knew full well that salt and straw 
do not require tithes, but he asked so as 
to give the impression that he was strictly 
religious. And here is Rashi’s comment on 
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the phrase that Isaac loved him “because 
entrapment was in his mouth”:

The midrashic explanation is that there 
was entrapment in the mouth of Esau, who 
trapped his father and deceived him by his 
words. Rashi 25:28

The Maggid of Dubnow adds a perceptive 
comment as to why Isaac, but not Rebecca, 
was deceived. Rebecca grew up with the wily 
Laban. She knew deception when she saw it. 
Isaac, by contrast, had grown up with Abra-
ham and Sarah. He only knew total honesty 
and was thus easily deceived. (Bertrand 
Russell once commented on the philosopher 
G. E. Moore, that he only once heard Moore 
tell a lie, when he asked Moore if he had ever 
told a lie, and Moore replied, “Yes”).

So the classic answer is that Isaac loved 
Esau because he simply did not know who 
or what Esau was. But there is another 
possible answer: that Isaac loved Esau pre-
cisely because he did know what Esau was.

In the early twentieth century someone 
brought to the great Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak 
Kook, first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of pre-state 
Israel, the following dilemma. He had given 
his son a good Jewish education. He had 
always kept the commands at home. Now, 
however, the son had drifted far from Juda-
ism. He no longer kept the commandments. 
He did not even identify as a Jew. What 
should the father do? “Did you love him 
when he was religious?” asked Rav Kook. “Of 
course,” replied the father. “Well then,” Rav 
Kook replied, “Now love him even more.”

Sometimes love can do what rebuke can-
not. It may be that the Torah is telling us that 
Isaac was anything but blind as to his elder 
son’s true nature. But if you have two chil-
dren, one well-behaved, the other liable to 
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turn out badly, to whom should you devote 
greater attention? With whom should you 
spend more time?

It may be that Isaac loved Esau not blindly 
but with open eyes, knowing that there would 
be times when his elder son would give him 
grief, but knowing too that the moral respon-
sibility of parenthood demands that we do not 
despair of or disown a wayward son.

Did Isaac’s love have an effect on Esau? 
Yes and no. It is clear that there was a spe-
cial bond of connection between Esau and 
Isaac. This was recognised by the Sages:

Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel said: No man 
ever honoured his father as I honoured my 
father, but I found that Esau honoured his 
father even more. Devarim Rabbah 1:15

Rabbi Shimon derives this from the fact 
that usually people serve their parents 
wearing ordinary clothes while they reserve 
their best for going out. Esau, however, had 
kept his best clothes in readiness to serve his 
father the food he had gone out to hunt. That 
is why Jacob was able to wear them while 
Esau was still out hunting (Gen. 27:14).

We find, much later in the Torah, that 
God forbids the Israelites to wage war 
against Esau’s descendants. He tells Moses:

“Give the people these orders: ‘You are 
about to pass through the territory of your 
brothers the descendants of Esau, who live 
in Seir. They will be afraid of you, but be 
very careful. Do not provoke them to war, 
for I will not give you any of their land, not 
even enough to put your foot on. I have 
given Esau the hill country of Seir as his 
own.’” Deut. 2:4-5

And later still Moses commands the Israel-
ites: “Do not abhor an Edomite [i.e. a descen-
dant of Esau], for he is your brother.” Deut. 23:8

The Sages saw these provisions as an 
enduring reward to Esau for the way he 
honoured his father.

So, was Isaac right or wrong to love Esau? 
Esau reciprocated the love, but remained 
Esau, the hunter, the man of the field, not the 
man to carry forward the demanding cove-
nant with the invisible God and the spiritual 
sacrifices it called for. Not all children follow 
the path of their parents. If it was Isaac’s 
intent that Esau should do so, he failed.

But there are some failures that are hon-
ourable. Loving your children, whatever 
they become, is one, for surely that is how 
God loves us. 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

Dr. Harry Weisman
Former Assist. Clinical  
Professor of Medicine,  

UCLA School of Medicine;  
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism
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+972 53 472 2159
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PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

At the very outset of our haftarah – and of 
Sefer Malachi – the prophet expresses the 
theme for his first nevu’ah of the book, a 
theme that connects directly to the opening of 
the weekly parasha of Toledot:: the struggle 
between Eisav and Ya’akov. We, who have 
been nurtured by - and educated through – 
many centuries of rabbinic scholarship, have 
always understood the struggle of Eisav vs. 
Ya’akov as one of good vs. evil. Yet, even our 
great commentators struggled with that simple 
approach, as they also saw Eisav as a respectful 
son to his father and as one denied a patriar-
chal blessing that was promised to him. Given 
these descriptions, why did tradition settle 
upon that simple depiction of good vs. evil?

There is little question that Chazal’s view 
of Eisav was based upon Hashem’s own 
words that He shared with His prophet 
Malachi, words that we read in this week’s 
haftarah. There, G-d reassures Israel that 
He loves them by stating that, although 
Eisav was Ya’akov’s brother, He still loved 
Ya’akov, “V’et Eisav saneiti”, while He hated 
Eisav! G-d “hated” Eisav and so Chazal 
understood that there must be more to 
Eisav than what is found in the Torah text. 

Nonetheless, we are still puzzled as to 
WHY Hashem “hated” Eisav? What, ulti-
mately, was the source of his “wickedness?

I believe that this ultimate portrayal of 
Eisav as the archetype of evil was more a 
result of the actions of his nation than those 
of the ancestor himself. Consider: Yitzchak 

loved Eisav – indeed, he “preferred” his 
“elder” son over the younger one! He was 
not bothered by his son’s choice to become a 
hunter and even requested him to trap game 
for his father in order to receive a blessing. 
And, truthfully, upon reading the story of the 
patriarchal blessing, do we not feel a certain 
compassion and understanding for Eisav’s 
resentment of his brother. And ultimately, did 
not Eisav make peace with the brother that, 
he felt, had wronged him? Is he to be consid-
ered “evil” because he was a hunter and did 
his father’s bidding while Jacob is to be consid-
ered “good” because he “stayed in the tents” 
even though he misled his father???

Certainly not! 
As Malachi continues to explain, “Eisav” 

referred to Eisav’s nation, the nation of 
Edom. Indeed, the Tanach is replete with 
descriptions of Edom’s attacks against Israel 
and their undying hatred of Hashem’s peo-
ple. The psalmist well-describes Edom’s 
cheering support of the Babylonian hordes 
upon their sacking of Yerushalayim (Tehil-
lim 137) while we read in Divrei HaYamim 
B (28; 17) of Edom’s invasion of Judea that 
included the imprisoning of the Jews. But, 
perhaps most importantly, is the fact that 
Edom was not the only nation that was 
formed from Eisav. There was another, per-
haps better known for their malicious and 
malevolent deeds. The nation of Amalek!!

How powerful does the great Rav S.R. Hirsch 
describe the very nature of Edom/Amalek:
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“The principle of Edom is the worship 
of force, the laurel of blood is its highest 
ornament…..and all the material, spiritual 
and moral forces….stand in the service of 
this ideal…This Eisav-principle stands in 
complete contrast to the Divine order of the 
world that fixes justice and right…and the 
sanctification of life as the highest…goal. 
The ‘Eisav-Principle’ is what G-d hates; the 
‘Jacob Principle’ is what He loves.”

Rav Hirsch closes his essay with the 
statement: “That is what the downfall of …
the Edom Empire teaches (and) what the 
survival of Israel teaches”

A world that, for decades, has preached 
the mantra of complete equality has fallen 
into the inability of recognizing evil. “Edom 
does not exist-and perhaps never did; Jacob 

is no different.” We are rightfully shocked 
to witness this blindness after the horrors 
of the Holocaust. “No one was right; no 
one was wrong.” Today we watch as tens 
of thousands around the globe march in 
support of beheading babies, murdering the 
elderly, torturing children and imprisoning 
the innocent…..and actually believing that 
they stand on the side of morality.

Yes, HaRav Hirsch was indeed correct 
except, unfortunately….we have yet to see 
the final downfall of Edom. 
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Esav was (Spiritually) Tired
עָָיֵֵף:  וְְהוּּא  דֶֶה  ָ מִִן־הַַשָּׂ�� ו  עֵֵשָׂ�ָ בֹאֹ  וַַ�יָָּ נָָזִִיד  יַַעֲֲקֹבֹ  זֶֶד  וַַ�יָָּ
ו אֶֶל־יַַעֲֲקֹבֹ הַַלְְעִִיטֵֵנִִי נָָא מִִן־הָָאָָדֹםֹ הָָאָָדֹםֹ  וַַ�יֹּאֹמֶֶר עֵֵשָׂ�ָ
מוֹֹ אֱֱדוֹֹם. )בראשית  ְ ן קָָרָָא־שְׁ� י עָָיֵֵף אָָנֹכִִֹי עַַל־כֵּ�ֵ ה �כִִּ הַַ�זֶֶּ

כה:כט-ל(.
Now Jacob cooked a pottage, and Esav 

came from the field, and he was tired. And 
Esav said to Yaacov, “Pour into [me] some of 
this red, red [pottage], for I am tired”; he was 
therefore named Edom. (Bereshit 25: 29-30). 

As we have expressed on other occa-
sions, the first time a word appears in 
the Torah reflects on its true meaning. In 
Parshat Toldot, we encounter the verb עיף 
for the first time. For lack of a better trans-
lation we will interpret the word עיף , to 
mean tired, or faint. 

Esav returns from a day of hunting, and we 
are told he is tired. Esav then asks Yaakov to feed 
him because he is exhausted. In both instances, 
the Torah utilizes the verb עיף. It is interesting 
to note that although individuals prior to Esav 
worked hard, they were never depicted as being 
tired. Avraham traveled to many places and 
hosted many guests. Surely his hard work left 
him tired, yet Avraham is never described as 
being exhausted from his chores. 

Perhaps the term עיף is not to reflect 
upon a physical reality, but rather on a 
spiritual attitude. An individual may be 
physically exhausted after working for 
hours, but if they are inspired about what 

they need to accomplish, they don’t con-
sider themselves tired. If one has nothing 
to accomplish, he can sit in bed until the 
late hours of the morning. אברהם  וישכם 
 Avraham, we are told arose early בבוקר
to fulfill Hashem’s command to sacrifice 
Yitzhak, no matter how painful such an act 
must have been. 

Esav lived for the present, day by day. 
He did not appreciate life. He had no long-
term goals. He was spiritually faint! What 
interested Esav was the pleasure of the 
moment, a tasty bowl of soup. 

Rabbi Frand mentioned at a previous 
siyum Hashas, that setting a daily routine 
of a daf yomi, mishna yomi, halacha yomi 
etc, provides an individual with a purpose 
each day. It ensures that one will never be 
 .(spiritually tired) עיף
אֵֵבֶֶר  יַַעֲֲלוּּ  כֹחַַֹ  יַַחֲֲלִִיפוּּ  ה׳  וְְקוֹֹיֵֵ  מ:לא(  )ישעיהו 

רִִׁים יָָרוּּצוּּ וְְלֹאֹ יִִיגָָעוּּ יֵֵלְְוּּכ וְְלֹאֹ יִִיעָָפוּּ׃  שָּׁ�נְּּ�כַּ� 
But those who put their hope in Hashem 

shall renew [their] vigor, they shall raise 
wings as eagles; they shall run and not weary, 
they shall walk and not tire.

If we engage in the study of Torah, acts 
of chesed and the fulfillment of mitzvot, 
we will infuse our lives with purpose and 
meaning, be invigorated and never experi-
ence spiritual tiredness (עיפות). 
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Chizuk Sessions on Sunday November 19th 

are sponsored by Esther Bartov in loving memory of her father 
לעילוי נשמת ר' שמואל יעקב בן פנחס שרגא ז"ל

Chizuk Sessions on Sunday November 19th  
are sponsored by Raymond Jackson, children and grandchildren  
in loving memory of a very special wife, mother and grandma.  

Chaya Chana bat Yonah Ha Kohen a"h on her 5th Yahrzeit, 4 Kislev 

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein's Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 - 2024 academic year  

by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"lמנחם 

מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז"ל

Rabbi Adler’s Shiur 
 is sponsored for the 2023-2024 academic year by the Frist family in memory 
of their beloved daughter and sister Elisheva Frist a"h אלישבע סימא בת 

זלמן ע"ה

Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 

לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents, 

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l - 
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur -  
Minchat Chinuch  

is sponsored for the academic year 2023  
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman 

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by 

Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 
Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year 

לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

AM
YISRAEL

for an
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

Call to check
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Torrent 
of Tears

When Rashi finds a difficulty in the 
text and offers more than one answer, 
we understand that he is unsatisfied with 
either resolution on its own. Moreover, it 
is highly unusual for Rashi to bring three 
answers to the same question. We find such 
a case in our parashah, as Rashi sheds light 
on the cause of Yitzchak Avinu’s fading eye-
sight as he approached the end of his life. 

Rashi first presents the explanation of 
the Tanchuma; Yitzchak’s blindness was the 
result of the smoke in the idolatrous ser-
vices conducted by Eisav’s wives. Rashi then 
brings an alternative explanation offered 
by the midrash Bereisheet Rabbah; when 
Yitzchak Avinu was bound on the altar 
of the Akeidah, the heavens opened and 
the angels cried when they saw what was 
happening. Their tears fell into Yitzchak’s 
eyes causing them to weaken as he aged. 
Finally, Rashi brings an additional explana-
tion from the Tanchuma. Hashem caused 
Yitzchak’s eyes to dim so that he would be 
unable to differentiate between Yaakov and 
Eisav and thus Yaakov could receive the 
appropriate blessings.

 Why so many answers? Particularly, let 
us explore the account of the angels’ tears 
that blinded Yitzchak Avinu.

Rav Weinberger in Shemen Hatov explains 
simply that Rashi is presenting us with a 
framework of past, present and future events. 
The Akeidah was a past incident, the activities 
of Eisav’s wives occurred in the present and 
the brachot would be given in the future. 

Rav Rivlin in Sefer HaParshiyot suggests 
that all three answers reflect different 
manifestations of Yitzchak Avinu’s primary 
middah of yir’ah – awe of G-d. Whereas 
Avraham Avinu would have tried to influ-
ence the behavior of such daughters in law, 
Yitzchak Avinu withdraws further inward, 
as if blinding himself to the reality sur-
rounding him. Next, the midrash teaches 
that Yitzchak Avinu spent a few years 
in Gan Eden after the experience of the 
Akeidah, rendering his vision other-worldly. 
Similarly, Rav Dessler zt”l notes, Yitzchak’s 
quality of gevurah was linked to his son 
Eisav’s gevurah, thus blinding Yitzchak from 
seeing Eisav’s true essence. As such, it was 
necessary to employ deception so Yaakov 
could receive his due blessings. Here Rav 
Rivlin interprets Rashi’s presentation to 
highlight how Yitzchak Avinu’s defining 
characteristic shaped his entire life.

Interestingly, Rav Schwab notes that 
the angels’ tears had an inverse effect on 
Yitzchak. In Maayan Bet Hashoeva he 
expounds on the midrash that cites a verse 
from Yeshayahu (33:7), referring to angels 
that cried as agents of peace. As the angels 
were moved by mercy to cry, the tears that 
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fell into Yitzchak’s eyes embodied pure 
mercy, so much so that when he aged, he 
only saw Eisav with a “good eye” and was 
unable to see his wickedness.

But why, asks Rav Shmuel Birnbaum, 
did the angels cry at all? Couldn’t they see 
from the heavenly perspective that all fits 
into a scheme of goodness? He answers that 
Hashem, as it were, opened the heavens and 
allowed the angels to see the Akeidah from 
an earthly vantage point where they could 
see the struggle, pain and confusion that 
moved them to tears. As a nation, we have 
shed so many tears, yet we must remind 
ourselves that our perspective is a limited, 
earthly one. May we merit to see things from 
the higher, heavenly viewpoint where full 
clarity reigns and there are no more tears. 

DOROT - The OU Women's 
Intergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob  

052-384-7230

Monday Evenings 7:00-9:00pm

Call to check

Even during these times,
Everyone deserves 
a safe relationship

Bat Melech 
Israel Helpline

Shalom Task Force
Hotline

888-883-2323
Call. Text. WhatsApp.

1-800-292-333
Or

972-2-633-8927
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With Heart!
Reb Mendel Futerfas was a legendary 

mashpiah, known for his incredible self-sac-
rifice and resilience in the face of Soviet 
persecution. With incredible resolve and 
inner strength, Reb Mendel maintained his 
faith and sense of self throughout 14 years 
of brutal incarceration and exile in Siberia. 
One of the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s most loyal 
and dedicated soldiers, Reb Mendel earned 
the compliment “a real chasid”.

At a farbrengen, Reb Mendel spoke of an 
alter Lubavitcher chasid named Reb Yesha-
yah Shapiro, who had a major impact on 
his own personal development. Reb Yesha-
yah was known as an oveid, a “servant of 
Hashem”, a serious person whose service of 
God was exceptionally intense. His weekday 
Shemoneh Esrei could last more than two 
hours. Reb Mendel once asked Reb Yeshaya 
how he was able to halt kup and stay focused 
for such an extended amount of time. Reb 
Yeshayah answered that many years earlier, 
as a young man, he struggled with maintain-
ing his kavanah during davening, and went 
to consult with the Rebbe Maharash, zy’a. 

When Yeshayah told the Rebbe that he did 
not know how to keep his mind on the dav-
ening, the Rebbe grabbed the young man by 
the lapels of his jacket, pulled them to the 
side, pointed at his heart, and said “Oyyy! 
Shayalah! Rachmana liba ba’ee! Hashem, 

the Compassionate One, desires the heart!” 
The Rebbe Maharash began to cry, “Oy! A 
Yiddishe heartz, a Jewish heart! The heart…
the heart!” Reb Yeshayah told Reb Mendel, 
“For more than fifty years, ever since the 
Rebbe tore open my coat — and my heart — 
I haven’t stopped davening.”

ב אֹהָָֹלִִים ֵ ם ישֵׁ� וְְיַַעֲֲקֹבֹ אִִיׁשׁ �תָָּ
“Jacob was an innocent man, dwelling in 

tents.” (25:27)
Rebbe Nachman of Breslov explains the 

inner significance of Yaakov’s efforts to 
acquire the bechora, ‘blessing of the first-
born’. “Firstborn” means seeing things as 
though for the first time. No matter how 
many times Yaakov experienced something, 
it was fresh and alive; he experienced it 
with newness, wonder and temimus. In cul-
tivating temimus, Yaakov Avinu maintained 
a youthful state of innocence, purity and 
wonder. When our Yiddishkeit becomes 
stale, withered or fossilized, it is because 
Torah and mitzvos have become distanced 
from their Source. It is a sign that we have 
become distanced from temimus.

Whenever we experience the simple 
purity of unrestrained laughter, the natural 
amazement of a moment of wonder, the 

Mazal Tov to  

Dr. Harvey & Rivka Woolf and family 
on the birth of their granddaughter, Nili
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gallop of untethered joy, free of self-con-
sciousness, we can attain a state of obliv-
iousness to the cynicism, posturing and 
competitiveness of the adult world. We are 
channeling and connecting with our ‘inner 
child’. No matter how many times we fall 
away, we can again become the עִִים ֻ עֲֲשֻׁ� ַ  יֶֶלֶֶד שַׁ�
(Yirmiyahu, 31:20), the “delightful child” of 
the Ribbono Shel Olam, for no matter how 
old and sophisticated a person may be, “the 
soul of a child still nestles within him.” The 
power to return and reveal this inner free-
dom is the power of temimus. 

Temimus is fully expressed as tefillah b’ka-
vanah, says the Maharal of Prague. As such, 
it is the quality by which prayer is ‘heard’. 
In many sidurim there are special praises of 
the King to be recited before the kiddush of 
Leil Shabbos. Included in its list of Divine epi-
thets are Melech Shomea Tefillah and Melech 
Tamim Darko, “King who hears prayer, King 
whose way is tamim.” Reb Baruch of Medzi-
bozh comments: these two epithets are juxta-
posed because it shows a sequence of events. 
Hashem desires our tefillos, and therefore, 
when a person davens, Hashem ‘hears’, caus-
ing Him delight. This, in turn, ‘urges’ Hashem 
to act in a ‘tamim way’ with the davenner. 
Why is the plural, tamim, used here instead 
of the singular, tam? It is because Hashem 
responds twice to the davenner with simple 
love: once after a person sins and again in 
case the person might sin in the future. 

Temimus cultivates heartfulness, and awak-
ens our natural, simple expression of tefillah 
as avodah shebalev, the Service of the Heart 
(Taanis, 2a). On our pasuk’s description of Yaa-
kov as an Ish Tam, Rashi writes: כלבו, כן בפיו, 
“Like his heart, so was his mouth.” 

Once a Jew complained to Reb Simcha 

Bunim of Peshischa that he was suffering from 
a headache, and was unable to pray. Wish-
ing him good health, the Rebbe asked, “But 
what does the head have to do with prayer?!” 
U-l’avdo b’chol l’vavechem, “And serve Him 
with all your heart” (Devarim, 11:13). 

Every Yid has a ‘faithful heart’, waiting to 
beat to the rhythm of Ratzon Hashem.

David haMelech’s plea, רָָא־לִִי אֱֱלֹקִִֹים  ,לֵֵב טָָהוֹֹר �בְְּ
“A pure heart create for me, O God” (Tehillim, 
51:12), can also be read as a statement: ‘You O 
God, have created me with a lev tahor.’ 

A chasid was speaking of the great sac-
rifice and spiritual levels reached by our 
Avos and Imahos in the presence of Reb 
Nosson Breslover. Wistfully, he bemoaned 
his own state, “Ayyy. If only I had a heart 
like our Zeidy Avraham… strength like Zeidy 
Yitzchak, and merited to live like Yaakov 
Avinu….” Reb Nosson admonished him: Du 
hust oich dus heartz, “You have the same 
heart! The same blood runs through your 
veins! You can also live with their midos 
and Emunah… You just have to utilize it and 
make it pump by choosing to live heartfully!” 

May we believe in the power of our own 
Yiddishe heartz with the innocence and 
newness of a child; may we never stop dav-
ening and being filled with wonder, open-
ness and temimus. 

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Parshat Toldot includes the challenging 
episode of Rivka Imeinu, disguising her son 
Yaakov as his older brother Eisav, in order 
to seemingly deceive an elderly and frail 
Yitzchak to bestow upon Yaakov the blessings 
of the first born. What is the significance of 
this troubling episode? How could it be that 
Yaakov Avinu would come to receive these 
blessings in such a way? How could it be that 
Rivka would facilitate this entire episode?

In the subsequent pesukim, Eisav approaches 
his father, having prepared his favorite foods, 
in anticipation that his father will indeed bless 
him, he is shocked to hear Yitzchak’s reply:

“Ba Achicha B’Mirma, vayikach birchat-
echa -” Your Brother came cunningly, and 
took your blessing. “

The Ateret Yehoshua of Dzhikov, 
zy’a offers a fascinating insight- the word 
B’mirma is equal in numerical value to the 
word afikoman. 

When Eisav approaches his father with 
this meal, Yitzchak answers him that it 
is Pesach night, and I have already eaten 
a meal which your brother served me, 
which included the Afikoman - I therefore 
am no longer allowed to eat from your 
meal, as one is prohibited to eat any addi-
tional food on Pesach night, once they have 
consumed the Afikoman.

This novel approach of course takes 
into account the midrashic suggestion that 
each of the Avot fulfilled the entire Torah 
through ruach hakodesh, even though they 

had not received the Torah and were not 
commanded to do so.

Rabbi Moshe Weinberger, shlita points 
out that on the Seder night, the matza 
which is set aside as the Afikoman, is one 
half of the matza which is broken for Yach-
atz, at the beginning of the Seder. Yachatz, 
as explained by Rabbi Weinberger, is an 
acronym for the words: Yadav, Chelkat 
Tzavarav- his hands and the smooth of his 
neck- a reference to the parts of Yaakov’s 
body, which Rivka covered with fur to dis-
guise him as Eisav!

So what are we to learn from both this epi-
sode of disguise and deception, as well as its 
connection to the Afikoman of Layl HaSeder?

On the Seder night, many have the cus-
tom that the Afikoman is hidden for the 
children to find, or to take it and “steal it” 
in exchange for a finder’s fee or present 
upon its return. Rabbi Weinberger points 
out that there is an important message hid-
den within this custom. Yaakov Avinu, the 
ultimate Ish Emet, did not feel it was right 
for him to receive the blessing, he was not 
the bechor and therefore did not see him-
self as deserving to be blessed accordingly. 

So too, many of us may feel that we 
are unworthy or not deserving to learn 
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the depths of Torah, to delve into pen-
imiut hatorah- the inner secrets of Torah. 
Rabbi Weinberger suggests that on the 
Layl HaSeder, we too must step out of our 
comfort zone like Yaakov Avinu and hide 
or steal the Afikoman, to realize that yes 
we too, are worthy to learn the secrets of 
Torah, and experience the Layl HaSeder, 
the night of redemption, in the deepest 
way, to feel that redemption within us, and 
believe that we are worthy to be redeemed.

Reb Tzadok HaKohein MiLublin zy’a, 
in a powerful teaching in Tzidkat HaTzadik 
taught:
כשם שצריך אדם להאמין בהש”י כך צריך אח”כ 

להאמין בעצמו. 
 Just as a person is required to believe in
 Hashem, so too is he afterwards required to

 .believe in himself
Yehi Ratzon,during these very challeng-

ing times, may we be blessed to feel in our 
hearts that we are indeed worthy to expe-
rience salvation, may we have the capacity 
to put our full faith and trust in HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu, and may we also be blessed to 
believe that indeed each one of us can con-
tribute in our own unique way to bringing 
those yeshuot to fruition. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

The only mobility scooter 
without Gramma!

Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For more information, visit our website at: 
movinglife.co.il/torah

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-2305650

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar" 
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism 

that operates according to the  
"Existing Current Modulation" principle. 
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed 
and does not require expensive fitting.
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How is the War Reshaping 
Jewish Identity?

The month of Marcheshvan has con-
cluded. True to its name, it was one of 
the most bitter months in recent Jewish 
history. Despite the horrific tragedy we 
suffered, there are some very promising 
ripple effects which are redesigning Jewish 
identity, connection, spirit, and solidarity. 
These transformations are long-term and 
very difficult to chart or to predict. Yet, as 
the war in Israel enters its second month 
there are some encouraging signs that 
dramatic changes may be reshaping the 
Jewish world on many levels.
A RELIGIOUS RENAISSANCE? 

One of the most iconic images of the past 
month has been of Jews, across the globe, 
tying tzizit for Israeli soldiers. Presumably, 
most of these tzizit are earmarked for 
chayalim who don’t typically wear them. 
Evidently, even soldiers who don’t main-
tain a classic halachic lifestyle feel better 
protected in battle with both a bullet proof 
vest and a mitzvah vest. 

There is an old adage that there is no 
such thing as an atheist in a foxhole, and 
unquestionably, any war, anywhere, elicits 
religious sensibilities. When faced with 
extreme danger or life-threatening expe-
riences, people are always more likely to 
turn to faith or to belief in a higher power.

Hopefully though, the desire for tzizit 
reflects a deeper process coursing through 
the general secular Israeli population, as 
it returns to traditionalism and to general 
religious values. 
TZIZIT AND MOSHIACH 

The surge in popularity of tzizit during 
this war is extremely symbolic. The 
Chofetz Chaim sensed that the seismic 
shifts of the end of the 19th and early 20th 
centuries signaled entry into the “Ikvasa 
d’mashicha” or the preliminary stages of 
redemption. He remarked that this era 
will witness a resurgence of tzizit interest. 
Interestingly, wearing tzizit and living in 
Israel are two holistic mitzvot which aren’t 
limited to a particular action or ma’aseh 
mitzvah. Merely living in the Land or 
dressing with tzizit while conducting a 
normal routine fulfills the mitzvah. Israeli 
soldiers wearing tzizit while defending our 
Land feels powerfully Messianic. 

There is an additional ironic twist to the 
revival of tzizit interest. In perek 8, Zecharya 
describes a Messianic era during which the 
nations of the world recognize Hashem and 
acknowledge our people as divine emissar-
ies. Looking to encounter Hashem, they cling 
to the corners of our clothing, imploring us to 
carry them to Yerushalayim. 
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יַַחֲֲזִִיקוּּ  ר  ֶ אֲֲשֶׁ� ה,  הָָהֵֵ�מָָּ מִִים  �יָָּ �בַַּ צְְבָָקוֹֹת,  ה’  הֹ-אָָמַַר,  �כֹּ
כְְנַַף אִִיׁשׁ  נֹוֹֹת הַַגּּוֹֹיִִם; וְְהֶֶחֱֱזִִיקוּּ �בִִּ לֹ לְְשֹׁ� ים מִִ�כֹּ ִ רָָה אֲֲנָָשִׁ� עֲֲשָׂ�ָ

כֶֶם מַַעְְנוּּ, אֱֱלֹקִִֹים עִִ�מָָּ ָ י שָׁ� כֶֶם--�כִִּ יְְהוּדִִּי לֵֵאמֹרֹ, נֵֵלְְכָָה עִִ�מָָּ
Effectively, tzizit serves as a universal lifeline 

for humanity, connecting them to Hashem. 
Sadly, this prophecy has yet to surface 

as much of the world is still hostile to us 
and violently opposes our divine rights to 
Yerushalayim. But, like every prophecy, 
this vision will one day materialize. In the 
meantime, proudly wearing tzizit during this 
battle between good and evil announces our 
abiding faith in our Jewish mission to save 
humanity from its own demons. 
RENEWED JEWISH IDENTITY

Unfortunately, crisis and tragedy are cor-
rosive to faith and to Jewish identity. For 
example, after the horrors of the Holocaust 
many Jews abandoned their faith and 
many disappeared into the larger society, 
either afraid or disillusioned. 

It appears that, at least initially, this trag-
edy is strengthening Jewish identity. In the 
USA there is a palpable and heightened 
increase in Jewish pride, solidarity, and con-
nection to Israel. Furthermore, Jews who 
previously were only marginally engaged 
in religious practice are beginning to light 
Shabbat candles, recite Shema or Tehillim, 
attend shul, and even purchase tefillin and 
mezuzot. There is a worldwide shortage of 
tefillin due to increased demand. 

Why and how is this happening? It could 
be that Jews are so revulsed by the blood-
thirstiness and moral degeneracy of our 
enemies that they are attracted to the light 
of our religion. Those who weren’t able to 
inherently appreciate the dignity and nobil-
ity of being Jewish are finally appreciating 
Judaism by witnessing the moral depravity 

of a godless life or the immorality of religions 
which paint G-d as angry and blood thirsty. 

My Rebbe, Harav Amital, remarked that, 
during the Holocaust he and his fellow 
prisoners constantly reflected that, even if 
given the opportunity, they would never 
trade places with their Nazi murderers. 
The prospect of sinking to such revolting 
behavior was a worse fate than being 
victimized. Amidst the darkness which 
descended upon humanity last month, 
many are now better appreciating Judaism 
as the religion of life. 

Alternatively, this revival of Jewish 
identity may reflect a larger metaphysical 
phenomenon. Hashem planted a primor-
dial sense of belonging within each Jewish 
heart. For the past two centuries, religious 
upheaval, moral chaos, financial pressures, 
and cultural influences all muffled this 
inner voice but the echo of this voice was 
never extinguished. Now that our people 
are being spotlighted and attacked, this 
quiet murmur is being amplified. 

Will the strengthening of Jewish iden-
tity last? Will this renewed Jewish identity 
serve as a springboard for broader religious 
revival and renewed faith and religious com-
mitment? Is this one of the seismic events we 
are promised will occur to turn hearts back 
to Hashem? We certainly hope so.
SOME SHOUT VENOM, SOME EXTEND KINDNESS

We are appalled to witness the horrible 
ogre of antisemitism raising its ugly head. 
Jew-haters always wait silently in the 
wings, ready to join any and every antise-
mitic movement and to adopt whatever 
false antisemitic canard or trope weapon-
izes their genocidal hatred. It is sad to see 
brainwashed automatons foolishly and 
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ignorantly attending pro-rape and pro-tor-
ture rallies in support of sub-human bar-
barians. What is our response to half a 
million frenzied Jew haters screaming for 
blood in the streets of London?

 One crucial response is to counter-rally 
and clearly present the voice of reason 
and the voice of moral sensibility, whether 
or not a deaf world cares to listen. Addi-
tionally, many Jews are heroically doing 
battle in the arena of public opinion, from 
the capitals of Europe to the hate filled 
accounts of social media. 

However, most of our people, when not 
protesting, are quietly lending a hand to 
one another. The gemara in Yevamot iden-
tifies chesed as one of the primary ethnic 
markers of the Jewish people, and the swell 
of chesed over the past month certifies this 
assessment. The amount of kindness and 
volunteerism over the past month has 
once again proven why Hashem selected 
us. Obviously, this level of chesed will not 
last forever, but it has certainly made its 
impact felt on this earth and in heaven. 

Some hate, some love. Some murder 
the life G-d delivers, and some reinforce it. 
Baruch Hashem we are on the right side of 
this equation. 
CONNECTING WITH ISRAEL 

Within the Jewish Orthodox world there 
have been two very different responses 
to the establishment of the State of Israel. 
Some read Messianic and redemptive 
meaning into the resurgence of Jewish 
sovereignty and to the ensuing success of 
the State of Israel. To them the state is a 
divinely delivered gift, which heralds the 
early stages of our redemption. 

Others are more suspect about the 

notion that a secular government and a 
secular citizenry are divine historical inter-
ventions. Redemption must be authored 
entirely by Hashem, and it must be pack-
aged in classic religious wrapping. 

Over the past 125 years, these two 
groups have remained divided over the 
ideological meaning of Israel. Over the past 
month, however, it appears that common 
ground is starting to emerge. 

We all possess an instinctive connection 
to our people and to our Land which runs 
much deeper than ideology. Within every 
Jew, even those who don’t view the state as 
redemptive, the war has elicited a visceral 
concern for our people who have gathered 
in their ancient homeland, after two thou-
sand years of wandering and suffering. 
Regardless of ideological perspective there 
is a common sense that our people have 
returned to rewrite Jewish history. 

This bridging of the Orthodox world 
around a common consensus is gradually 
unfolding, but will take many generations 
to fully evolve. It can’t be measured solely 
in how many Charedim enlist but must 
be gauged in the cultural shifts occurring 
within the broader Orthodox world. The 
war has awakened a deep and soulful con-
nection to our land and our people, a con-
nection which loud ideological pronounce-
ments cannot capture. 

This tragedy is transforming us. We don’t 
know why Hashem allowed this disaster to 
occur. We do know that He has a purpose 
and a reason. We hope that we continue to 
respond with faith, solidarity, and heroism. 

כי אנו עמך ואתה אלוקינו 
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We're looking for interviewers, dubbers and 
digital and social media experts to support 

Jewish and Israeli public diplomacy.
Contact us if you're a native English speaker 

Tal@tov.tv 

Are you knowledgeable
about the media?

Interested in contributing
to the national effort?
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We are extremely inspired by  
the unwavering dedication of Am Yisrael 

and those who continue to  
make their Aliyah dreams a reality, 

no matter the circumstance.

AliyahUndeterred
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We are extremely inspired by  
the unwavering dedication of Am Yisrael 

and those who continue to  
make their Aliyah dreams a reality, 

no matter the circumstance.

AliyahUndeterred Nefesh B’Nefesh is currently helping thousands of 
people take the next steps to build their lives in Israel. 

We are here to provide answers and guidance 
- every step of the way.

Tell your friends and family 
we are waiting for them.

www.nbn.org.il
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

HAFTORAH INSIGHTSHAFTORAH INSIGHTS
BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

Zeal & Ideal 
HAFTORAH: MALACHI 1:1-2:7 

Malachi, the last of the prophets, lived 
during the second Temple era. He describes 
how during that time period the Jews were 
lackluster in their bringing of Kabanot. The 
sacrifices were deficient, the animals were 
blemished and the people were disinter-
ested in putting time and energy into their 
relationship with Hashem. The problem was 
exacerbated by the poor performance of the 
Kohanim. Their lack of passion and dedica-
tion impacted the people and their service. 

How could this be, considering that peo-
ple had only rebuilt the Beit Hamikdash 
shortly before - how could their religious 
stamina and enthusiasm have waned? 
While the second Beit Hamikdash did not 
measure up to the first Beit Hamikdash 
in miracles and stature, the expectation 
for wholehearted worship was the same. 
So how does a nation find religious zeal 
in a time of spiritual exhaustion? This is a 
question we may be asking ourselves as the 
war continues. How do we hold on to the 
energy, passion and unity that we have dis-
covered in these last weeks?

Malachi provides insight and inspiration 
to confront this challenge. He approaches 
the Kohanim as the leaders who were both 
responsible for the Temple service and who 

set the religious tone for the people. High-
lighting values of peace, consistency, honesty 
and commitment, he empowers them as 
leaders. Just as he encourages the leadership 
of his time to strengthen themselves and the 
people will follow, we too must recognize our 
capacity as leaders of ourselves, our families 
and communities to energize and connect 
to the Torah and Mesorah. The remarkable 
activation of our people on multiple fronts 
during these last weeks should give us faith 
for our nation’s future. 

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

NEW! RENOVATED APT ON 
SHAI AGNON ST
BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED 4 ROOMS, 
92 M, 4TH FL WITH ELEVATOR, 
PERMIT FOR BALCONY IN PROCESS, 
QUIET, GREEN, PRIVATE MAHSAN AND 
PARKING
ASKING PRICE 4,450,000

PRICE DROP!! BEAUTIFUL 
SPACIOUS BAKA FAMILY HOME 
186 SQM SPLIT-LEVEL HOME WITH 
TWO 40M TERRACES
7 ROOMS, 3 FULL BATHROOMS, 2ND 
FL (31 STEPS), GREEN AND BRIGHT, 
PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, 
EXCELLENT CONDITION, 
CHURCHLAND UNTIL 2077
NOW ASKING NIS 4,900,000
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UNITED WE STAND
NOW MORE THAN EVER. 
DONATE TO SAVE LIVES.

Israelrescue.org/israel-at-war
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
Director of OU Israel L'Ayla Women's InitiativeSHABBOS
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Even though we already concluded 
our study of Birchat HaMazon in the 
last article, I recently came across 

a remarkable story about bentching that I 
thought would be important to share with 
you. The story illustrates a beautiful point 
brought down by the Sefer HaChinuch. The 
Sefer HaChinuch writes –
“כל הזהיר בברכת  המזון, מזונותיו מצויין לו בכבוד כל ימיו”

Anyone who is careful with their Bentch-
ing, his livelihood will be provide for him with 
respect all of his days 

We spent a lot of time in our Birchat 
Hamazon series discussing the meaning 
and significance of all of the Brachot of the 
Bentching. But beyond understanding the 
deeper meanings, we also need to make 
sure to be זהיר with our bentching, to be care-
ful  how we recite the Bentching, the respect 
we give to it, and the way we concentrate 
and focus. If we do our bentching right, we 
are told that Hashem will reward us with a 
good livelihood.

This story is told by Rabbi Yoel Gold and 
has a profound message for us in our own 
bentching. 

Two years ago, after the tragedy in Meron, a 
man named Chaim Ginz decided to try and be 
menachem avel  as many of the victims’ fami-
lies as possible. The first family he visited was 
the Zacbach family in Bnei Brak, who were 
mourning their 24 year old son, Menachem 
Asher. At the shiva house, the family gave out 
bentchers with the inscription – “The last will/

request (צוואה) of Menachem Asher is to bentch 
out of a bentcher”. The family explained that 
at the age of 16, Menachem Asher had taken 
on the practice of always bentching from a 
bentcher and never reciting the bentching 
by heart. He took this commitment very seri-
ously and would never wash and eat bread 
unless he was absolutely sure there was a 
bentcher available in the vicinity. Chaim Ginz 
heard this and decided to take on this prac-
tice as well, l’iluy nishmat this young man.

About a month later, Chaim was feeling 
pretty stuck. He was having trouble making 
a living. He was a Sofer and he had just com-
pleted a project and was unable to find any 
more work. Day after day, he would show 
prospective clients samples of his work but 
they just kept turning him away. He was 
feeling very rejected and depressed. One 
day, he was in a special apartment in Bnei 
Brak which sofrim use as a place to do their 
work. He had something to eat and was 
ready to bentch. He didn’t have a bentcher 
on him so he was about to bentch by heart. 
But he remembered his commitment and 
began to search the apartment from top 
to bottom. Finally, after many minutes, he 
located a bentcher hidden under a stack of 
papers on the top of a bookshelf. He noticed 
that the bentcher was written in כתב אשורית, 
the font used by sofrim. He admired the 
beauty of the writing and after bentching, 
he decided to use the bentcher to help him 
with his own writing. For three hours, he 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Mazal Tov to
Rabbi Yaakov & Sheila Iskowitz and family

on the birth of a granddaughter

Kabbalat 
Shabbat

Though interrupted frequently in the last few 
months between summer break, Chagim, and 
then the war, we will hopefully now get back on 
track to a more consistent column, in which we 
will continue to focus on our Shabbat experience 
and how to make it more meaningful. May our 
efforts to improve our connection with Shabbat 
be a zchut to bring home the hundreds of men, 
women, and children who were tragically taken 
hostage on Shabbat. In addition, thousands of 
our dedicated Chayalim have been unable to cel-
ebrate Shabbat properly over the past few weeks 
(though many have managed to hold beautiful 
makeshift pre-Kabbalat Shabbat services in 
Gaza)– May our increased connection to Shab-
bat be a merit for them as well.

In my last article, we discussed a specific 
experience I had davening Kabbalat Shabbat 
a few weeks ago in the wake of the war, but 
in truth, the Tefilla of Kabbalat Shabbat is 
always very special. There is a unique quality 
to this Tefilla, different than the rest of the 
Tefillot, which seems to pull at our Neshamot. 
The Kabbalists explain that this is because 
we receive a special Neshama as we enter 
into the Shabbos. The Ari says that sparks 
of additional Kedusha enter into the world 
from the moment that mincha is recited. This 
time period is a time which is an עת רצון, an 

auspicious time for תיקון, for improvement of 
ourselves and the world around us.

Kabbalat Shabbat is the Tefilla in which we 
go out to greet the Shabbat. We are so excited 
that Shabbat is coming that we go the extra 
step and go out to meet Shabbat and escort 
her in. This concept is already mentioned in 
the Gemara (Shabbat 119a), which explains 
that Rabbi Chanina would wrap himself is a 
garment and say - בואו ונצא לקראת שבת המלכה, 
let’s go out and greet the Shabbat Queen. Rabbi 
Yannai would put on his Shabbat clothing and 
say - בואי כלה בואי כלה, Enter Bride, enter Bride.

The Piskei Teshuvot explains that in 
the 16th century, the students of the Arizal 
in Tzfat took this concept found in the 
Gemara and expanded on it by going out 
to the fields and singing a set formula that 
they had created to be recited at the onset 
of Shabbat. This formula, which has spread 
almost universally among the various 
communities across the world, includes 
reciting six specific chapters of Tehillim 
followed by “Lecha Dodi”, and then con-
cluding with two more chapters of Tehillm.

The Ishei Yisrael says that the first six chap-
ters of Tehillim that we recite correspond to the 
six days of creation, which end with the onset 
of Shabbat symbolized by Lecha Dodi. These 
chapters describe what it will be like when 
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there is universal recognition of Hashem’s 
kingdom in this world. This is the ultimate 
goal that we are looking forward to when we 
reach the יום שכולו שבת, the day which is an 
Eternal Shabbat, the coming of the Mashiach. 
Throughout the six days of the week and 
throughout the years preceding the ultimate 
Geula, we work towards achieving this goal. 
Every Shabbat, we experience a taste of this 
vision. If we tap into it, we can experience a 
watered-down version of Hashem’s clear ruler-
ship over the world. But this is just a glimpse of 
what is to come, a time when everyone in the 
entire world will recognize Hashem’s complete 
sovereignty with total clarity.

Let’s look briefly at these first six chap-
ters of Tehillim:
Mizmor 95 - לכו נרננה לה

We begin by calling out to Am Yisrael to 
join together to praise Hashem for all aspects 
of creation – אשר לו הים והוא עשהו, ויבשת ידיו 
 He created everything including the – יצרו
entire land and sea.  We are in awe of the fact 
that we have the zchut to be His nation אנחנו( 
 )אם as long as we follow His will עם מרעיתו(
תשמעו(  We remind ourselves at the .בקולו 
end of this mizmor that we messed this up for 
ourselves at one point in history – אשר נשבעתי 
 Hashem swore that – באפי אם יבואון אל מנוחתי
He would not let us enter into Eretz Yisrael 
after we committed the sin of the Meraglim. 
In theory, this is a very sad statement and it 
always bothered me that we sing in such an 
upbeat way but I think the point is that this 
was only temporary. We messed up big time 
but yet eventually Hashem took us back and 
brought us into Eretz Yisrael once we were 
deserving again. The point being that this 
relationship is in our hands – if we want to 
be Hashem’s nation, we can be, as long as we 

make the right choices.
Mizmor 96 -  שירו לה’ שיר חדש. שירו לה’ כל הארץ

We now call on the entire world to recognize 
Hashem’s greatness – הבו לה’ משפחות עמים, we 
are waiting for that time when Hashem’s sov-
ereignty will be accepted universally.
Mizmor 97 - ה’ מלך תגל הארץ

Once it becomes crystal clear that 
Hashem runs the world, the Tzadikim will 
be rewarded for their faith (צדיקים  שמחו 
-and the Reshaim will be so embar (בה׳
rassed that they ever denied His existence. 
.(יבושו כל עבדי פסל)
Mizmor 98 - מזמור שירו לה שיר חדש 

This chapter is parallel to Mizmor 96 with 
many of the same words and phrases. The dif-
ference is that here we see a world in which 
we can simultaneously have the world rec-
ognizing Hashem (גלה צדקתו הגוים   but (לעיני 
at the same time, see clearly that Bnei Yisrael 
is in a different realm and we are His chosen 
people (זכר חסדו ואמונתו לבית ישראל).
Mizmor 99 - ה’ מלך ירגזו עמים

Here we talk about the ability for us to con-
nect and interact with Hashem once we recog-
nize Him in his entirety. קוראים אל ה’, והוא יענם
Mizmor 29 - מזמור לדוד הבו לה’ בני אלים

Once we’ve recognized Hashem both 
as the Jewish nation and as the world as a 
whole and we are able to connect to Him, 
we now see Hashem in every aspect of 
nature. Everything is suddenly viewed 
through the prism of the voice of Hashem.
קול ה’ על המים…קול ה’ שובר ארזים… קול ה’ 

חוצב להבות אש.... קול ה’ יחיל מדבר – 
Hashem’s voice is found in the water, 

the trees, in fire, in the desert. Every force 
of nature joins together, כבוד אומר   - כולו 
they all proclaim His glory and וישב ה’ מלך 
.Hashem is crowned King forever - לעולם
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Shabbos Bistro
Premium delicious shabbes meals

Openning hours:
Thursday  12 pm-2 am
Friday 8 am-3 pm

     02-9964469 |     054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

To conclude, as Rabbi Eliyahu Munk 
writes beautifully in his Sefer Olam HaTe-
fillot - With this prophetic and uplifting 
look into the future, we now prepare to 
usher in the Shabbat with joy. These six 
chapters of Tehillim should serve, at the 
threshold of Shabbat, to inspire us with the 
exaltation and imbue us with the serenity 
and peace of mind that our Rabbis refer to 
as the Neshama Yeteira. 
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Written by a Hesder yeshiva student turned combat 
soldier in the historic Yom Kippur War, this book provides 
a rare glimpse into the hearts and souls of the brave young 
men who went directly from the benches of their beloved 
beis midrash to the frontlines of battle.

Also included is the remarkable story of yeshiva student 
Avichail Feld, who found himself in Egyptian captivity 
after being severely injured on the frontlines.

With its very title, this book conveys an 
important message; it is a shiur klali for life.”

RAV MICHAEL YAMMER, ROSH YESHIVA,  

Shaalvim Hesder Yeshiva

“IS THERE ANY OTHER NATION THAT HAS  
SO MUCH SELF- SACRIFICE, GENEROSITY, 
AND INNER STRENGTH?”

Mosaica Press books are available at your local Jewish bookshop
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Of Traps and Trappings
As the story of Yitzchak’s twin sons 

begins to unfold, the Torah portrays 
Yitzchak’s particular affection for his older 
son Esav (Genesis 25:28). Rashi cites the 
Midrash which suggests that this prefer-
ential love was misguided, 
based as it was on a lie. Esav 
deceived his father and led 
him to believe that he was 
righteous and observed 
God’s commandments with 
utmost meticulousness. The 
same way Esav trapped game 
with his hands, he entrapped 
Yitzchak with his words.1 
Numerous exegetes, however, have not 
adopted this classic approach, and Rav 
Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook develops 
a unique perspective in his Midbar Shur.2

Rav Kook examines the essence of Esav 
and Yaakov as reflected in their names. Esav 
comes from the verb asah, “he made”; Esav 
was “ready-made” at birth, full of vim and 
vigor. He therefore represents raw power 
and dominion on earth. Yaakov derives from 
the noun akev, “heel,” the lowest part of the 
body on which we step. He is a symbol of 
humility and meekness. Accordingly, Esav 

1. Rashi on Genesis 25:28.

2. Midbar Shur, derush 29.

is a “man of the field,” while Yaakov is a 
“dweller in tents” (Genesis 25:27).

Contrary to Rashi, Rav Kook contends 
that Yitzchak was never fooled by Esav and 
knew full well Esav’s true character and 

conduct. Why, then, did he 
prefer that Esav receive the 
coveted blessing?

In order to answer this, we 
must enter Yitzchak’s frame 
of mind. He is cognizant of the 
fact that he is not only father 
to two young men, but patri-
arch of a nation. He is acutely 
aware of his role as the pro-

genitor of a people who will someday be as 
numerous as the stars, a people who will 
need Esav’s brand of forcefulness to con-
quer and defend their God-given land. The 
Jewish people will inevitably make ene-
mies and need “men of the field” of battle 
to ensure their physical survival. Does not 
Esav’s aggressiveness and use of force have 
a place in the overall makeup of the Jew?

On the face of it, Yitzchak’s analysis is 
sound. But there is one caveat. Rav Kook 
posits that force is a last resort; aggression 
cannot be at the foundation or at the core 
of the Jewish personality. They are never to 
be embedded in the Jewish soul. The Chil-
dren of Israel are compassionate, sensitive, 
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Rabbi Goldscheider is the author of the newly 
published book ‘Torah United’ (OU Press), featuring 
divrei Torah on the weekly parasha from Rav Kook, 
Rabbi Solovetichik, and the Chassidic Masters.

and kind.3 If and when these rougher traits 
are adopted, they must remain ancillary 
and only on the surface. Never can we 
allow aggression to seep in and corrupt the 
pure inner soul of the Jewish people.

When Yaakov enters the tent to receive 
the blessing Yitzchak intended for Esav, 
he conceals his skin with hair to mimic 
hirsute Esav. Rav Kook emphasizes that 
Yaakov is merely wearing these on his 
arms and neck for outward appearances. 
They are the trappings of Esav. The Jewish 
adoption of Esav’s traits goes only second-
skin-deep, and they are to be used by the 
Jew only when circumstances demand it.

This principle is so integral to Jewish life 
that Halachah actually codifies this notion. 
Strikingly, in the section of Rabbi Yosef 
Caro’s monumental halachic code Shul-
chan Aruch that deals with determining 
Jewish lineage, it states that we may ques-
tion the veracity of an individual’s Jewish 
lineage if that person does not exhibit the 
traits of compassion and kindness.4

Rav Kook believed in the goodness of 
mankind. He was convinced that we strive 
to be good because we are good. His unique 
perspective on this fateful episode involving 
Yitzchak and Esav reminds us that compas-
sion and gentleness define us, and that in 
every aspect of our lives we should feel and 
exhibit kindness, sympathy and sensitivity. 

3. Yevamot 79b.
4. Shulchan Aruch, Even ha-Ezer, 2:2.
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Switching the Location of a Mezuza 

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Question: I noticed that a storage room 
jointly owned by several residents of our 
apartment building in Jerusalem does not 
have a mezuza. I bought a mezuza myself, 
and because it is nicer than some of those 
in my home, I thought of taking the new 
one for myself and moving one of my 
apartment’s mezuzot to the storage room. 
Is there any problem doing that?

Answer: Yasher koach for taking care of 
the mezuza. The responsibilities of multi-
ple people can often be neglected (see Bava 
Batra 24b). Since you bought the mezuza 
yourself, unless you had in mind to for-
mally acquire it on behalf the group, you 
do not need permission from anyone from 
a monetary perspective. 

The issue has to do with the nature of the 
obligation to have a mezuza in a storage 
room. In this column (Toldot 5783), we 
presented a machloket Rishonim whether 
a storage room that is not part of a home’s 
daily activity requires a mezuza. Although 
the Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah 286:2) 
rules it is required, we accepted the opin-
ions of several poskim (see Yalkut Yosef, 
YD 285:28) that there is enough doubt to 
recommend not reciting a beracha when 
attaching a mezuza to a storage room. The 

fact that it is jointly owned does not raise 
additional doubt (Chulin 135b; Shulchan 
Aruch, YD 286:1), unless there are non-Jew-
ish partners (Rama ad loc.) – of course, we 
do not know your neighbors. 

Moving a mezuza from a location where it 
is definitely part of a mitzva to one in which 
the obligation/mitzva is doubtful could 
potentially violate the rule of ma’alin bako-
desh v’lo moridin (=mbkvlm; one is forbid-
den to lower the status of a sacred object). 
This concept is derived from p’sukim (Men-
achot 99a) in the context of increasing and 
not decreasing the honor of holy objects in 
the mikdash, and there are varied opinions 
on whether this is an authentic Torah law 
or a Rabbinic asmachta (see Be’ur Halacha 
to Orach Chayim 42:1). Additional Talmudic 
applications of mbkvlm vary greatly (includ-
ing: a temporary kohen gadol not returning 
to serve as a simple kohen (Yoma 73a); 
increasing the number of candles as Cha-
nuka progresses (Shabbat 21b); not using 
something from tefillin shel rosh for a shel 
yad (Menachot 34b)). It is likely that some 
applications represent the heart of the hala-
cha and others are only related concepts 
(unpublished shiur by Rav Asher Weiss). 

The following, cited by the Mishna Ber-
ura (15:1), is the closest case to ours that 
is discussed by classical Acharonim. The 
Shulchan Aruch (OC 15:1) permits moving 
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tzitzit from one garment to another. The 
Pri Megadim (EA 15:2) is unsure whether it 
is permitted to move them from a garment 
with a Torah-level obligation to one with 
only a Rabbinic one. The Artzot Hachayim 
(15:5) permits it, whereas he forbids taking 
them from the garment of an adult to that 
of a child. (Their short pieces mention the 
possibility of bizuy (disgrace) to the tzitzit, 
not the concept of mbkvlm). 

It is unclear whether we can extrapolate 
from these sources to our mezuza ques-
tion. There is a machloket whether mbkvlm 
applies only to matters related to kedusha or 
even non-kedusha-related mitzva objects (see 
Beit Yosef, YD 259). Mezuza is in the kedusha 
category, whereas tzitzit are not (Megilla 
26b). We also have to consider to what extent 
the change in the mezuza’s location impacts 
on its sanctity, as one can argue that wher-
ever a mezuza is, it itself has the same kedu-
sha irrespective of the mezuza-obligation sta-
tus of the doorway (see discussion in Kvi’at 
Mezuza K’hilchata 14:5). 

In any case, (among?) the first to write 

about taking a mezuza from a doorway 
that fully requires a mezuza to one in 
which it is only a safek are contemporary 
poskim. The very influential Rav S.Z. Auer-
bach (Minchat Shlomo II, 97.24) reasons 
that it is forbidden because of mbkvlm, as 
does Teshuvot V’hanagot (I:649). In the 
absence of anyone of such prominence dis-
agreeing with them, it is difficult to allow 
the move. On the other hand, it is reason-
able to argue that one should be able to 
rely on the majority opinion that a storage 
room’s mezuza obligation is definite. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

Passing on 
Our Memories

Our Sages tell us that we were redeemed 
from Egypt on the merit of the righteous 
women. The men in Egypt were enslaved, 
both physically and mentally; their morale 
was extremely low, as it seemed that there 
was no hope and no prospect of ever leav-
ing Egypt. In addition, Paro had given the 
midwife's explicit instructions to kill all the 
male children, and, when they disobeyed 
his orders, he simply commanded his ser-
vants and soldiers to go and find Jewish 
male babies and kill them.

Jewish men were distraught, asking 
themselves whether it was even worth it 
to continue having children, who would 
inevitably die at the hands of their cruel 
Egyptian masters. They separated from 
their wives, stopped having children, and 
waited for the fateful demise of the Jewish 

people. Had the men had their way this 
would be the end of the children of Israel, 
who would have perished before we could 
become an independent nation.

But the women had a different attitude; 
they were not willing to surrender to the 
evil decree, they refused to succumb to the 
sadistic ruler of Egypt. They enticed their 
husbands and continued to give birth to 
boys and girls. Many were killed and some 
were able to get away, but the Jewish peo-
ple as a whole survived, due to the tenacity 
and determination of Jewish women.

While the Midrashic story highlights the 
achievements and unswerving faith of our 
incredible Jewish women, it also empha-
sizes that the future of the Jewish people is 
dependent on the birth of Jewish children. 
Without babies being born the Jewish peo-
ple cannot survive.

This is the reason why Seder night is 
centered on children, and on passing the 
tradition from one generation to the next. 
The Torah instructs us "and you shall tell 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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Even the Dirt in  
Eretz Yisrael is Holy

SHOSHANA JUDELMAN

HOLY SITES IN ISRAEL

Last Sunday I went with a group of other 
volunteers to work on a farm near Beit 
Shemesh. This farmer and hundreds of oth-
ers are short-handed due to the flight of thou-
sands of foreign workers since the massacres 
of October 7 and the resulting war. The bulk 
of our produce comes from these farms and 
the farmers are in dire need of help.

We were assigned the task of weeding 
Kalaniyot and, truthfully, it was hard work. 
We spent long hours bent low over the 
plants, digging deep with increasingly ten-
der fingers to uproot weeds and free the 
Kalaniyot from their stranglehold. By the 
end of the day, our legs, hands, backs, and 
heads were aching from the labor. 

But we were also energized by it, feeling 
a resurgence of love for the Land that is 
only acquired through suffering and hard 
work. It also reminded me of how I fell in 
love with Eretz Yisrael in the first place.

When I was 17, I spent two months 
on Kibbutz Maaleh Gilboa working in 
the fields, the carrot packing plant, and 
the date groves. I remember coming 
back to my room each afternoon aching, 
exhausted and transformed. It was then 
that the seeds of aliyah were planted in me, 
not to be acted upon for 23 years.

What is it about working in the fields of 
Eretz Yisrael that causes this response in 
Am Yisrael?

The Midrash tells us that Hashem said, 
“I will bring Yisrael, who are beloved to 
Me, into a Land that is beloved to Me.” This 
then is the paradigm. We are drawn to 
Eretz Yisrael because it is in our spiritual 
DNA. As Chazal tell us, Hashem’s presence 
rests in greater measure in Eretz Yisrael 
(Moed Katan 25a and Rashi), our Torah 
study is deeper here (VaYikra Rabbah 13), 
all blessings are drawn down through the 
Land of Israel (VaYikra Rabbah 24), and 
mitzvos can be fulfilled to their greatest 
extent here (Ramban, Vayikra 18:25). 

And further, as Rav Kook teaches, the 
soul of Am Yisrael receives life force 
through being connected to Eretz Yisrael 
and the kedusha of Eretz Yisrael is drawn 
out through Am Yisrael’s presence, a kind 
of symbiotic relationship.

Quite simply, the more contact we have 
with the Land, the more we affect this meta-
physical sequence.

It is said that R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnen-
feld would take circuitous paths when he 
walked from one place to another. When 
he was asked why he didn’t just take the 
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shortest route, he responded that the Arvei 
Nachal teaches that every spot in Eretz 
Yisrael corresponds to a different part of 
Torah. Through his walking, R’ Sonnenfeld 
was forging a connection to these different 
parts of Torah. 

So, in looking for holy sites in which we 
can open our hearts, let us look no further 
than every single inch of our Holy Land. 
In Eretz Yisrael even the dirt is holy and 
recognizing that enables us to activate a 
deeper connection to the Land, to Hashem, 
to Am Yisrael and, of course, to ourselves. 
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Eisav. Successive events indicate that the 
man remained on the wrong side of his-
tory. Nonetheless, it’s important to con-
sider why he receives such a short shrift. 
I would like to build on an idea from a 
sefer I read during my basic training called 
 by Rav David Gottlieb. Citing an ’,והאיר עינינו‘
approach by the late Rav Shimshon Pin-
cus of Ofakim, he muses: what became of 
this ‘man of the field’? Ostensibly, he’s the 
perfect choice to continue the Abrahamic 
mission! (Hirsch). At least in Yitzchak’s 
eyes, he’s worldly, rugged and courageous. 
Yet without a compass of values, the man 
of the field degenerated into a man of idle-
ness. His worldly pursuit became endless 
days of directionless amusement. This phe-
nomenon is the ‘root of all evil,’ explaining 
Eisav’s entanglement in sin.

Yaakov by contrast, shows a great deal 
of promise. He is a simple youth (Rashi) 
but pursues self-improvement through 
his studies. He commits to learning new 
ideas and forging stronger values. Whilst 

Aaron Seitler
Gush Etzion Madrich

The Divergence of the Twain: 
Explaining the Contrast 
of Esav & Yaakov 

Sitting around the Shabbat table, a family 
member once opined “the Rabbis have a 
childish agenda against Eisav.” He referred 
to Eisav’s neutral characterization as an ‘איש 
 a man of the field (Bereishit 25:27) which ’,שדה
is interpreted rather uncharitably by חז”ל. 

For starters, Rashi identifies an ’אדם בטל‘, a 
layabout. What’s more, the Gemara in Bava 
Basra records that on the day of the infamous 
sale, Eisav committed five severe transgres-
sions, including heresy and murder (16a).

Whilst Yaakov’s descriptor is equally 
‘pareve,’ (אוהלים ישב  תם   a man of ,איש 
simplicity and tent-dwelling), he is immedi-
ately credited as a scholar.

To be sure, I don’t wish to rehabilitate 
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initially leading a sheltered existence, Yaa-
cov ultimately develops into a far greater 
man than rudderless Eisav could ever be.

My abiding lesson of years in hadracha 
has been that ‘bad behavior’ is a mislead-
ing term. More often, the so-called ‘bad 
behavior’ is simply a front to express 
frustrations that need to be anchored and 
channeled appropriately. Whilst Yaakov 
had the wisdom to set up his foundation, 
Eisav never bothered.

As the war rumbles on and we seek to main-
tain a high spirit of Jewish unity, the enduring 
message of Yaakov-over-Eisav suggests that 
whilst we don’t hide from the world and its 
grim realities, we take them on with a val-
ues-based approach that will ultimately instill 
courage in ourselves and those around us.

Aliyah Derfler
12th Grade, Efrat

A Stolen Blessing
How could the bracha Yitzchak gave Yaa-

kov take effect if it was meant for Eisav? 
Why did Yaakov have to steal the blessing? 

The blessing Yitzchak meant to give 
Eisav was really for wealth and politi-
cal power (Bereshit 27:28). Politics are 
characterized by war. The prophecy “no 
nation will lift up sword against (another) 
nation…” expresses a major difference 
from the usual. Deception is often essen-
tial for victory in war. The Jewish people 
would not be exempt from this. 

Eisav was the obvious choice to receive 
the blessing of political power. Yitzchak 
considered Yaakov too “wholesome” to 
be successful in politics. He was more fit 

for the spiritual priestly role. Eisav did 
not connect politics, war with holiness; he 
could not live an integrated Jewish life.

Yitzchak understood that Yaakov lacked 
the skill to be the political leader. Eisav had 
the skill, but didn’t have the right perspective 
on life. It would have been more sensible to 
change Eisav’s perspective than to try and 
develop Yaakov’s talent in political ruling. 

Yaakov’s deception of Yitzchak proved 
Yitzchak wrong, showing that Yaakov did 
in fact have the ability to be a leader both 
spiritually and politically. “The voice is 
the voice of Yaakov but the hands are the 
hands of Eisav”(Bereshit 27:22). Yitzchak 
was unsure who was serving him, but he 
knew that this son was the right one to 
receive the blessing, thus explaining how 
the blessing could take effect on Yaakov. 

Yaakov’s success in deceiving Yitzchak 
showed him to be qualified to compete in 
the deceitful world of politics. Deception 
must be used in the service of truth and 
goodness. “Distance yourself from a false 
matter” (Shmot 23:7). Normally we should 
be truthful, but sometimes this can have 
bad consequences. “There is a time for 
everything” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).

This dvar Torah is summarized from an 
excellent book called “Harmony Over Peace.” 
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