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HELPFUL REMINDERS

Rosh Chodesh Kislev is on Tuesday November 14th
M7 XAW! 73 '7V1 Y7V Xan 'WY7W DI KY 1700 WTHh WXA
7722 VAW "NNX 04770 QW1 NEZT NWY VAW, AW DI %Y 1700 WTIN T7ID

% Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad: 4 Kislev/Thurs.night Nov. 16
7 Days After Molad: 8 Kislev/ Mon. night Nov. 20
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Kislev/Mon. night Nov. 27

A SH o RT vo RT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe
(THT2) YTON DM BYN XA AXNIN NN DNXITZT7 TV X
"And the servant ran to meet her, and said: Give me a drink, | pray, A little water from your pitcher." (24:17)
Why did Eliezer "run" to greet Rivka, at this early stage of just seeing her?
Rashi quotes the Midrash that Eliezer saw that the waters from the well rose to Rivka.
However, if Eliezer really did witness such a great miracle performed for Rivka, why was it necessary for Eliezer to continue
to test to see whether she would treat him kindly? The miracle itself should have sufficed the proof of her worthiness.
The Admor Rabbi Yechezchel M'Kozmir (1771-1856 Poland) answers that even though Eliezer saw the miracle of the
water rising to her, Eliezer knew that deeds and personality traits are much more significant than any mystical hints.
Shabbat Shalom
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

One of the most common questions I
have been getting for the last four weeks
is, “Avi, how can I volunteer?” “How can
I help?” “Rabbi Berman, tell us what we
can do.” T always tell them that the first
response in the Jewish arsenal is prayer.
After all, Klal Yisrael depends on Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, and first and foremost we
must turn to Him and daven our hearts
out. We have the most amazing soldiers
in the world, but we must rely on Hashem
to be successful and come home safely. As
part of this effort, the OU has been provid-
ing chizuk calls and online Shiurim three
times a day, where a person can call in and
receive inspiring and encouraging mes-
sages from the OU staff, and recite chapters
of Tehillim together.

However, the reality is that people
also want to roll up their sleeves and get
to work, to volunteer, to do something.
Last week, OU Israel provided such an
opportunity for rabbis and lay leaders
from twenty one communities all across
America. We hosted them on a rabbinic
mission to Israel to do, in addition to pray.
They came to embrace, give support, and
be mechazek, our brothers and sisters
who have been injured, lost loved ones, or
have had family members kidnapped and
taken hostage in Gaza. They were able to
see firsthand what is happening here, and
when they returned to America, they were
able tell their communities what they saw
and encourage them to daven more, learn
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Torah more, or to help support the volun-
teer work in Israel.

There was one main goal of this mission.
And that was to make sure that every rabbi
and lay leader who came on the mission
would “adopt” at least one family among
the families that we met. Whether that
was the family of a soldier, a civilian in
the hospital who was injured over the last
four weeks, a widow whose husband died
fighting for Israel, or any other person
or family who needs support right now.
We wanted these communities to see and
show their support.

When my friends and colleagues in New
York called me to ask about planning such a
mission, I told them that I am all in favor of
this mission, but on one condition: that the
mission does not end when they board the
plane back to America. A mission like this
must continue so long as chizuk is needed,
so long as our brothers and sisters are in
pain, and this is exactly what they had in
mind. These rabbis and lay leaders cannot
just come to feel they’ve given support, and
then forget about it two days later. This trip
must be the start of a long term mission of
care, concern, and support.

And so it was. We visited homes, hospi-
tals, an army base. We went to Tel Hasho-
mer, Soroka Medical Center, and Hadassah
Har Hatzofim hospitals. We had the oppor-
tunity to daven at the Kotel and Maarat
Hamachpela. We visited families from
Sderot down south, all the way up to Akko



in the north, and throughout Israel, to give
support during these difficult times.

To say it was emotional is an understatement.
We had meetings afterwards with the members
of the mission, divided into smaller groups, to
talk about what they experienced. To see rabbis
shed tears like this... it's hard to describe. But
there was one comment that caught my atten-
tion more than anything else. And it was one
that repeated itself
among the different
groups, separately.
They would say, “Avi,
I feel as if I received
more chizuk from
them than they did
from me” I heard
that sentiment over
and over again.

What they saw
was mesirut nefesh.
They gained a deeper understanding that
they were part of a greater cause. The pas-
sion for the State of Israel. The sense of pur-
pose and mission. The pride of parents for
their children for the fact that they helped
make history for Israel and helping to bring
back security to the Jewish people. Our mis-
sion members saw all of this, and it inspired
them. It was taken to heart.

Many soldiers do not receive the hakarat
hatov that they really deserve. I knew we
had to visit one particular unit that deals
with probably the most unpleasant aspect of
the job. And that is the Rabbanut Hatzva’it,
which deals with identifying the bodies of
the deceased, and preparing them for burial.
Since Simchat Torah, they have unfortu-
nately been working non-stop around the
clock. I am not exaggerating when I call

these people angels. We met with soldiers
that had run around to find and obtain DNA
machines, fingerprint database machines,
and all the rest, doing everything they pos-
sibly can to identify every soldier and every
civilian, and bring them to respectful burials.

We spoke to them. I couldn’t believe what
they had to see, experience. I won't go into
the gory details. But let me just say that they
had to see, smell,
deal with, the
most unpleasant
things a person
L ® can experience.
| But when you talk
to them, you get
a sense far from
being bothered by
the job, they see
it as their zechut.
That they know
that they have helped yet another family have
a Jewish burial. That they have brought clarity
to a family that now no longer has to go on

In loving memory of
our beloved father and grandfather

JOACHIM WEINDLING z”1

May the Torah learning
from this issue be NWI "YyH

579993 12 PN 0PN

on his 17th yahrtzelt - Pyno

Greatly missed by his children
and grandchildren
Marsha, Melissa, and Becky Pottash
Steven and Lizzie Weindling
Shoshanah-Ruth, Naftalia Maya,

and Yaira Rachel Weindling
Nan Abbot and Lee DiTullio
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not knowing where their child or loved one
is. These are absolute angels. They are per-
forming this mesirat nefesh in closed rooms,
behind the scenes, without any big ceremo-
nies or parades.

So I knew we needed to visit them. We
provided a well-deserved BBQ lunch gener-
ously donated by a loving brother and sister
in North America, a big hug, heartfelt danc-
ing, and we were joined by Rav Shmuel
Eliyahu who gave all of us, rabbis, soldiers,
and lay leaders, important chizuk. Once
again, we were struck by the feeling that, on
this mission of giving chizuk, we received a
lot more than we were able to give.

The members of the mission left late last
week, but already sent us their shul flyers
dedicating shiurim and other community
events to the families they had adopted, and
in memory of those lost loved ones of these

In loving memory of
my beloved husband
of 71 years

91 9730 DN 23799 NYN
Martin M. Segal z”’1

Y'awn 219X )73 - 17990 )03 N
March 16, 1926 - Sept. 9, 2023

A wonderful husband, father,
grandfather, great-grandfather,
brother and uncle

ORIW YIN ORIV’ DY DX 2N
NNNY1 DY DX 772 YR NN

Beverly Segal together with
the Segal and Kaufman families

families. The mission is not over. It has only
just begun. So I encourage all of you to go
seek ways to give chizuk. What I suspect you
will find, as I did on this mission, is that you
will gain much more than you can give.

I want to take this opportunity to give
tremendous thanks to the leadership of the
OU in North America including the four
representatives who led the mission Rabbi
Yaakov Glaser, Rabbi Adir Posy, Rabbi Yisrael
Motzen, and Rabbi Naftali Herrmann. And
I want to thank my entire staff who helped
tremendously to make this mission possible.
Without them, it would not have happened.
Unfortunately, the size of my column is
limited, and I cannot tell you the endless
stories I have from this unbelievable mission.
So I invite you, dear reader, to visit the OU
Israel Instagram page @theouisrael to view
the incredible videos and pictures that Laya
Bejell and Nina Broder are publishing there,
and see what we are doing to provide and
gain chizuk at OU Israel every day.

Wishing you all an uplifting and
inspiring Sl}f‘_]_ofﬂz
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
+ No longer want?
« No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?

| can guarantee that if you qualify with the
underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE and FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST for OLDER ADULTS

* Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
« Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
* Increase Strength! Stay Independent!

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER

052.673.3704 | www.andyhealth.com | jer
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DIAMONDS & JEWELRY

TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

_—
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Lenny Pavidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israecl

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LPDevents.com

054-557-2101
Lenny@LPEvents.com

Keren Malki empowers

families of children

with special needs in -

Israel to choose home

care. Donations are
tax-approved in Israel,

- KEREN MALKI

US and UK.

Honoring the memory of
Malka Chana Roth 1"l
#® kerenmalki.org

8 02-567-0602 Sharro bombing.

1985-2001, killed in the

ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS « TENNIS BRACELETS

® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com

© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

PolarAir PR
Air Conditioning & Heating

Sales & installation of
Inverter | Multi | VRF | Central
@ Plenty of references
@ Professional & reliable

@ Only Jewish labor

S —-ry

-_R BROTHERS
~o—o* MOVING CO.
£ v ! u._"ag :

i

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail .com
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ORTHODOX
UNION -3
Enhancing Jewish Life

Strangers in Our Land

Much of the world around us has
adopted a narrative and perspective that
eludes our understanding. This has been
deeply disorienting and confusing for
us in the context of the existential battle
that the Jewish people is engaged in, both
in Israel and in a world enflamed with
antisemitism. This has been even more dif-
ficult than the challenges we have become
more accustomed to facing from the
main streaming of non-traditional values
that have similarly placed the traditional
religious community on the defensive,
portrayed consistently as archaic and intol-
erant and as an impediment to the culture
that others wish to create.

Is this our unique contemporary experi-
ence, living as we do in times of rapid and
disorienting change? Maharal of Prague
(Gevuros Hashem end of ch. 9) thought
otherwise, as he considered this a phe-
nomenon basic and endemic to those who
wish to live true and elevated lives. He
saw this attitude expressed in the words
of our daily Amidah: “To the righteous, the
pious, the elders of Your people the House
of Israel, the remnant of their scholars, the
righteous strangers (geirei hatzedek), and
to us, may Your compassion be aroused.”
To Maharal, the righteous strangers are
part of this listing because in fact every
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moral and pious person whose primary
drivers are the Torah’s eternal moral and
spiritual values experiences life in this
world as a bit of an outsider.

This tension is reflected as well in the
dialogue of Avraham with the inhabi-
tants of Chevron (Bereishit 23:4). “I am
a stranger and a resident amongst you.”
Generations of commentary struggled to
understand how one person can charac-
terize himself both as a stranger to and a

In Memory of
MIRYAM VITERBI a’h

on her first yahrzeit
and her husband

NATAN BEN HORIN z”1

Miryam was a proud descendant
of the rabbis of Padua, Italy and was hidden
in Assisi during World War II, and Natan
was an Israeli war veteran and a diplomat
representing the Jewish people at the Vatican
in Rome. Both were accomplished in their
fields and their extensive research.
Remembered and honoured for their
devotion and contribution to our people.

19935 onI

Our condolences to her nephews
Emanuele and
Rabbi Benedetto Carucci Viterbi

From their neighbours
in Yerushalayim
Tova & Colin Robinson




resident of the same community.

Rav Soloveitchik saw the phrase as
reflecting this duality that is the lot of the
Jew within society, especially within mod-
ern civilization. “Certainly, I am a resident,
I am one of you. I engage in business as
you do, I speak your language, I take full
part in your social-economic institutions.
But at the same time, I am a stranger and,
in some aspects, a foreigner. I belong to a
particular world, one that is completely
foreign to you. It is a world in which I am
at one with the Creator. It is a world popu-
lated by characters unknown to you, with
a tradition that you do not understand,
with spiritual values that seem impractical
in your eyes. It is a world filled with altars
and sacrifices, a world of Torah, of lovingk-
indness, of sanctity and purity.”

Avraham was known as the Ivri, the
person who was at odds with the entire
world, even as he was beloved and impact-
ful in that world. This is a legacy that we,
his descendants, carry. As fully integrated,
successful, and appreciated as we may
become within the worlds of science, busi-
ness, government, or medicine, we neces-
sarily maintain our core value system that
leaves us independent and apart, and often
feeling foreign. We feel that due to our
unique values, and we feel that deeply due
to our identity as Jews.

We hope and pray for a time when those
around us will look to us as Avraham’s con-
temporaries looked to him. Nesi Elokim atah
b’tocheinu. “You are a Prince of G-d in our
midst.” “Avraham, we see you as neither a
resident nor a stranger. You are amongst us
but above us, distinguished by the nobility
of your faith, your spirit, and your values.” m

DANIEL BOUZAGLO i
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE::

Gershon Agron 24, Mamilla - Jerusalem

bn 78w’ DV

oUWy
Call now077-9973185

BAKA-NEW PROJECT 2-4br
contact us for pre-sale offers

David Crown complex
136sgm ,15sgm terrace, concierge ... |
Rechavia - Ben Maimon blvd.
140 sqm ,5br , 4 baclonies, shabbat elevator

Old Katamon-Amazing villa
Over 1000 sgm plot ,650 sgm house..

German Colony-New Project |
87sgm 2br, 2bath, succa, parking - 3.8M nis

Musrara near the old city 160 sqm
high ceilings, 35 sqm patio-6.1M nis

Talbieh,for people that can afford

over 400 sgm , view, one level +++

Old Katamon-New and ready
3br,2bath, succah,view,storage-3.95M -

Jova selection of propentics. go. to:

www.daniels-assets.com

usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899
Whatsapp : 052-2636656
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Ultimate Toolbox for Couples
of Learn basting commanicution dills
o Tmbanco vour

f Bow codiscuss dificuh I\.;'h-.lu\h.\- finasveee, Pelatlonships wich
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warmnen v men of

~ ARE YOU REALLY ON TOP OF
YOUR FINANCES? :

EE"WU KNOW WHEN YOU

RETIRE?

AS A US TAXPAYER, DO YOU
KNOW WHERE TO INVEST?

AARON FROLICH, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER 054-320-8077
saroni@ greenpeakadvisors.com | www.greenpeakadvisors.com

&GREEN PEAK ADVISORS ﬂ.
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UNITED
WE STAND

TAN 953 TIN PIND

OU is working vigorously to ensure that our brothers
and sisters are receiving as much physical and
emotional support as possible to overcome
the severe trauma they are facing.

+ Twice daily chizuk Zoom sessions for English-speakers

+ Direct support for over 6,000 teenagers in our OU Israel Youth Centers
and Pearl & Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach Center

+ Immediate support for bereaved teens and families

+ First-aid emergency & chizuk kits for over 3,000 families

+ Programs and services for evacuated families including meals, toys and
carnivals for children in hotels housing thousands of refugees

+ Healing programs for teens in trauma, including music festival survivors

+ And more

\We are here now and will continue to be here for the
long-term as Israelis grapple with the aftermath of this war.

Please donate generously

ou.org/israelcrisis




AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amagzing job!

satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/Whatsapp 02-628-8282 4

or email us at info@tzviair.com

EYEWORLD STANDS WITH
OUR BRAVE SOLDIERS!
NN OV
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ARNONA/TALPIOT -
Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A

RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar)
(02) 674-3888

- For sale!!

Rare Penthouse for sale!

Massive balconies
3 storage rooms
3 parking spots
Gym

Swimming pool
Guard

18 m nis

New exclusive!!

Gorgeous talbia property!
4 bedrooms

Big sukka balcony

Luxury renovation
Elevator

10.2 m nis

Wolfson apartment for sale!

130 sgm
Great views
Renovated
Parking

6 m nis

Shifra Lopian
052-6735-300
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY

RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

PARSHAT CHAYEI SARA

Our parsha is the transition from Avra-
ham and Sara to Yitzchak and Rivka;
Sara dies at the beginning of the parsha,
Avraham toward the end. Avraham buys
Ma’arat Hamachpela where Sara is bur-
ied. Avraham directs his servant to travel
to Avraham’s land to bring a wife for
Yitzchak. Upon arrival, the servant asks
G-d to show him the right one, the one who
will give drink to him and his animals.
Rivka appears, does what he had hoped.
He tells the story to her family. They agree
that she is the one. Yitzchak greets them on
their arrival and marries Rivka. Avraham’s
other children are listed. Avraham dies.
Yishmael’s descendants are listed.

%X 1ST ALIYA (23:1-16)

%“ Sara dies at age 127 in Kiryat
e

a, Chevron. Avraham needs to
buy a burial plot. He is treated with nobility
and respect. The people want to give him a
plot, while he insists on purchasing it. He is
successful in buying Ma’arat Hamachpela.

Avraham has clearly earned the respect
and admiration of the people. He in turn
treats them with great respect, bowing
twice. The promises made to Avraham,
of fame, of fortune and of family, have all
been fulfilled. Yitzchak has been born;
Avraham is a man of great prominence;
the people call him a prince of G-d. And he
is wealthy. But. The promise that he would
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have the Land of Israel? He does not even
own a burial plot. Fame, fortune and fam-
ily, yes; foothold in the Land, no.
K 2ND ALIYA (23:17-24:9)
!\‘} Sara is buried. Avraham
: requests from his chief of staff
to swear to not have Yitzchak marry a
Canaanite. Rather, “go to my land, my birth-
place” to find a wife for Yitzchak. Do not
take Yitzchak there. If she refuses to come,
you have done all you can.

Yes, Avraham addresses his chief of staff.
While we commonly refer to him as Eliezer,
his name does not appear in this story. He
is not the only anonymous person to pro-
foundly influence the story of the Jewish
people. He takes his place alongside the
man Joseph will encounter on his way to
see his brothers, who steers Joseph in their
direction. Both nameless. As if to say: is he
finding a wife, or is He finding the wife for
Yitzchak? Many messengers has He.

And why is Avraham so insistent on
sending his servant to “my land, my birth-
place”? You cannot help but hear an echo
from Lech Lecha - “from your land, from
your birthplace” — said to Avraham. It
could be that Avraham is seeking a woman
to lead the new generation of the Jewish
people who will walk in his footsteps. Lit-
erally. He is seeking a woman who will
walk in the footsteps of Sara. Sara, not just
Avraham, left her land, her birthplace, her
family home, journeying to the Land of
Israel. This new generation will be led by a



woman who too leaves her land, her birth-
place and her parent’s home.

Following in the footsteps will animate
Yitzchak and Rivka’s life. Yitzchak will do
many of the things that Avraham did - dig-
ging the wells, going to Gerar. Rivka will
walk in the footsteps of Sara; Sara sent Yish-
mael away, Rivka will in effect cause Esav to
be sent away from the Jewish people.

K 3RD ALIYA (24:10-26)
k} The servant arrives in

: Nachor’s city. He asks G-d
for a sign; the woman who gives me and
my camels to drink, she is the one. Rivka
appears and does just that. She tells him
she is from the family of Nachor. And there
is food for the camels and room for him to
stay. The man bows to G-d.

Rivka is not only going to walk in Sara’s
footsteps, leaving her home to go to the
Land of Israel. She also follows in the foot-
steps of kindness. In the story of Avraham
and Sara’s generosity to the 3 men at the
beginning of Vayera, there are 2 “ratz —
run” and 2 “maher - fast”; they served their
guests enthusiastically. Rivka has 2 maher’s
and 1 ratz here and then another when
she runs home. And - Avraham offered his
guests “a little water”. Here too the servant
asks for “a little water”. Not sure that draw-
ing water for 10 camels would be called a
little — but nary a peep of objection from
Rivka. She is an enthusiastic and magnan-
imous woman of generosity, just like the
family of Avraham.

"/‘ 4TH ALIYA (24:27-52)
K’) Rivka runs to tell her mother.

Her brother Lavan greets the man,
welcomes him in. But before he eats, the
man insists on relating what just happened.
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He relates that he is Avraham’s servant. And
that Avraham has been blessed. And is insis-
tent on bringing a wife for Yitzchak from his
family. And of his own deal with G-d: that if
the woman did as he had said, he would see
it as a sign. And his bowing to G-d. He fin-
ishes by asking them if Rivka shall join him.
They respond yes; he bows to G-d.

Happy endings are fun to read once.
Or twice. The commentaries address the
detail with which the Torah repeats the
story, this time told by the servant. They
mine the story for lessons.

But one lesson that jumps out is the G-d
talk. There is a lot of G-d talk by this ser-
vant. But not just the servant; Lavan and
Betuel respond “this has come from G-d”,
“she will go as G-d spoke”. Talk of G-d does
not seem foreign to them. Perhaps this is
the lingering effect of Avraham’s influence;
even after all these years of being away
from his family, the influence of his belief
in G-d still persists. And the servant, the
chief of staff’s language is deeply religious
language - he certainly has been pro-
foundly influenced by Avraham’s calling in
the name of G-d.

W 5TH ALIYA (24:53-67)
’/0 i The servant is ready to leave.
] o

When Rivka’s mother and broth-

er ask for a little more time, the servant
presses them. They ask Rivka her wish; she
will go. They bless her. Upon their arrival
in the Negev, Yitzchak is coming from Beer
L’chai Roi. He sees the camels; she sees
him. Yitzchak is told of all that occurred.
Yitzchak and Rivka marry.

With the mission to find a wife for Yitzchak
successful, someone is missing from this
return: Avraham. They travel right to Yitzchak.
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Rivka and he marry. And Avraham is not
heard from again. A true passing of the baton.

Why is it necessary to tell us Yitzchak
was in Beer L'chai Roi? In fact, he returns
there and resides there after Avraham’s
death. Why? That is the place where Yish-
mael was saved from near death after
being banished by Sara. Perhaps Yitzchak
regrets Yishmael’s banishment and seeks
to make peace with his brother. We will see
that he does the same later with his own
sons; he seems to want both Yaakov and
Esav to continue his legacy. The men seem
to want reconciliation; the women see the
need to be definitive. Sara banishes Yish-
mael. Rivka banishes Esav. Yet, Avraham
is reluctant to send Yishmael away and
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav. The women
prevail. The Torah sides with the women;
Yitzchak and not Yishmael, Yaakov and not
Esav are the forefathers, the bearers of the
legacy of Avraham.

K 6TH ALIYA (25:1-11)

ﬁ Avraham marries Keturah;
: they have 6 sons. All that Avra-
ham has he gives to Yitzchak; these are sent
eastward with gifts. Avraham dies at age
175; he is buried by Yitzchak and Yishmael
in Ma’arat Hamachpela. Yitzchak is blessed

by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to Yitzchak
is complete. While G-d has been a silent
partner in this parsha, here He completes
the generational transfer — He blesses
Yitzchak. The Jewish people will be
Yitzchak and not Yishmael.

’}‘ 7TH ALIYA (25:12-18)
'rk\‘} The generations of Yishmael are

enumerated. Yishmael dies. His



descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-
ous and powerful offspring. The brevity is
to emphasize that the Torah is not as inter-
ested in the history of power as in the his-
tory of the covenant of G-d with the Jewish
people. And that will be told at great length.

HAFTORAH
1 MELACHIM 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah echoes
the theme in our parsha which mentions
both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a woman
was assigned to him to serve him and provide
warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, began to
prepare for ascension to his father’s throne. This
was despite the fact that King David expressed
his wishes that his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very significant
personalities - the High Priest and the com-
mander of King David’s armies - to cham-
pion his cause.

Adoniyahu arranged to be transported in a
chariot with fifty people running before him.
He then invited supporters to a festive party to
promote his aspirations to attain the royalty.

At this time Natan communicates with
Batsheva, mother of Shlomo, and conveyed
to her the importance of approaching King
David and pleading with him that he articu-
late his choice of Shlomo to be the next king.

King David responds positively to this
request. He says the following: “Indeed,
as I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel
saying, ‘Surely Shlomo, your son, shall reign
after me and he shall sit on my throne in
my stead, surely, so will I swear this day.” B
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Jews live their lives within the framework
of the Jewish calendar. At this time of year, we
identify strongly with the narratives contained
in the weekly Torah portions that we read in
the synagogue. Our thoughts are with the bibli-
cal characters of the current parshiyot. We live
in the company of Abraham and Sarah, Lot,
Hagar and Ishmael, and Isaac and Rebecca.

If we are not thinking of the heroes and
villains of the parsha of the week, we have
an alternative. We can turn our thoughts
to the recent holidays or to the ones which
we shall soon celebrate. The holiday of
Succoth is now part of the rapidly fading
past, so we might be thinking of Chanukabh,
which is but a few weeks away. We are cer-
tainly not yet thinking of Purim.

The list of biblical heroines whose stories
delight our children and inspire us at this time
of year does not yet include Queen Esther.
In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Chayei
Sarah (Genesis 23:1-25:18), we do encounter
two queenly women. We mourn the death of
the matriarch Sarah, and we admire Rebec-
ca’s ahility to live up to the spiritual standards
of the mother-in-law she never met.

But Esther? There is neither trace nor
hint of her existence.

So why would I be writing about Esther at
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

this time of year? Purim is still many months
away, and there are other female role mod-
els in the current Torah portions. Even
Chanukah, which occurs much sooner than
Purim, features feminine heroines such as
Yehudit. Where does Esther shine in?

For the answer let us turn to the Midrash
and to that singular sage, Rabbi Akiva. We
know that Rabbi Akiva lived a remarkable
life, underwent many changes, became a pre-
eminent Torah scholar, and died a martyr.

The Midrash introduces us to Rabbi Akiva
in reference to the very first verse in this
week’s Torah portion. It is a verse which
seems to require no exegesis. The verse sim-
Pply says, “Sarah’s lifetime—the span of Sarah’s
life— came to one hundred and twenty-seven
years.” What further explanation or commen-
tary is necessary? She lived a long and pro-
ductive life. What more is there to say?

To answer this question, we must remem-
ber that Rabbi Akiva was, first and fore-
most, a teacher. Like every teacher, he had a
difficult task. Some students paid attention
to Rabbi Akiva’s lectures some of the time,
but few, if any, listened attentively to every
lecture. Like every teacher before and since,
Rabbi Akiva had to devise methods to gain
the attention of his disciples.



And so, the Midrash takes us into Rabbi Aki-
va’s classroom. We really should consider this
quite a privilege, for there are very few oppor-
tunities given in rabbinic literature to actually
enter the classroom of one of our sages, let
alone a sage as prominent as Rabbi Akiva.

Here is the Midrashic passage: “Rabbi Akiva
was sitting and expounding Torah. His audi-
ence fell asleep. He tried to awaken them, and
said, ‘What motivated Queen Esther to reign
over one hundred and twenty and seven
provinces? We must assume that Esther; as a
descendant of Sarah who lived for one hun-
dred and twenty and seven years, considered it
proper to reign over one hundred and twenty
and seven provinces.” (Bereshit Rabbah 58:3)

What are we to learn from this cryptic pas-
sage? To those of us who are teachers, there is a
measure of comfort to be derived from learning
that Rabbi Akiva too had difficulty maintaining
the attention of his students. We also learn that
his students were fully aware of the role that the
number 127 plays both in the book of Genesis
and in the book of Esther. We can assume that
there is something about Rabbi Akiva’s mention
of this coincidence that awakened the sleepy
classroom. But surely there is a much more pro-
found lesson to be learned here.

Many commentators have searched
for this deeper meaning. They point out
that Sarah’s life was a very full one, and
at every stage she displayed the vigor of
the seven-year-old child, the idealism of
the twenty-year-old, and the wisdom of
the aged centenarian. No moment went
to waste. She led an active life, overcame
numerous frustrations and obstacles, and
prevailed. Her life was the paradigm of a
life of meaning and accomplishment.

If there is a lesson to be learned from her life,
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it is that every year is valuable, and so is every
month and every week and every day and every
hour. If we are to translate 127 years into 127
provinces, then each year is an entire province,
each month a region, each week a city, each day a
neighborhood, each hour a street, each minute a
building, and every second an entire room.

If one allows himself a second of slumber,
he forfeits a room. If one sleeps for a week,
he loses an entire city. Every segment of time
represents a significant opportunity, and with
every wasted moment opportunities are lost.

This is Rabbi Akiva’s lesson to his sleepy
students. “Youre not merely dozing off and
enjoying idle daydreams. You are wasting time,
killing time, and in the process losing opportu-
nities which will not present themselves again.
If you miss a moment of a Torah lecture, you
create a void that can never again be filled.”

Rabbi Akiva’s lesson is a lesson to all of us. In
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contemporary terms, it is a lesson about time Q TR S
management. Time is a gift, but it is an ephem- Real I'Ife Rescues 27X O

w1221
eral gft Amomentlost can never be retrieved. Jewish EMT Reunites With Muslim Bedouin Father
But Rabbi Akiva insists that this is not his les- and Son He Rescued Following October 7th Hamas
s . Attack That Killed The Man’s Wife
som, but Sarah’s lesson. It is the legacy that she On Wednesday, United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Ariel
left for her descendants. Queen Esther g[‘asped Pachima paid a visit to a Muslim father and son whom
. he rescued and treated on the 7th of October, following
that 1egacy' She did not assume the role of a the attack by Hamas terrorists that claimed the life of the
passive queen, but actively reigned over all man’s wife together with more than 1,400 other Israelis.
. . . Early on the morning of October 7th, Hamed and Fatima,
of her 127 provinces. She studied their needs, residents of the Bedouin town of Arara BaNegev were
recognized their individual differences, and driving to Mivtachim, a town close to the Gaza border,
. i . where Hamed works in a greenhouse growing tomatoes.
helped each of them best utilize their unique They had brought along with them their young boy in the
resources. As Grandmother Sarah valued each back of the car. As Hamed stopped the car at an intersection,
i Hamas terrorists on motorcycles who had infiltrated Israeli
and every one of her years, so too did Esther territory, opened fire on Hamed and Fatima’s car. Hamed's
value every one ofher many pI‘OViIlCES. ;/r\]nfe was killed glmo_st_lm_medlately, while Hamed and their
fant son sustained injuries from shrapnel.
So must we all learn to utilize all of our Hamed managed to exit the car and sought refuge with
. his child, remaining in hiding for several hours. At one
blessmgs to the fullest, whether they be point he and his son were caught in a crossfire between
the blessing of longevity or the blessing of Hamas terrorists and IDF soldiers and he thought they
iy . were going to die. After the soldiers eliminated the
pohtlcal power, the blESS]Ilg of wealth or the terrorists they found Hamed hiding and were about to
blessing of grandchildren. Living a full life shoot him as they thought that he too was a terrorist. The
o e . company commander, noticing the child, and Hamed
means appreciating all of our bIESSlIIgS and speaking some Hebrew, told the soldiers not to shoot
makjng the most of them. as he was Israeli. “I saw my death right in front of me
What wonderful teachers we have ha d, gztr':lntghtehzogg?:ser said | was Israeli,” Hamed told Ariel
and how differently and creatively they After the soldiers left, Hamed decided to leave the area
. with a car he found and drove to the Ofakim intersection
taught us these lessons. Sarah taught them in nearby, that is where he crossed paths with Ariel who
the context of the famjly tent. Esther taught was serving as an EMT on an ambulance. Ariel was on
X : a makeshift response team that consisted of only him
them from her rOyal palace. Rabbi Akiva and the ambulance driver, whom he didn’t even know.

“When | arrived in the south to help | was told to simply

taught them from his classroom lectern. !
get on the ambulance and go help people. The driver

Whatever our place in life, fo]lowing their and | didn’t even have enough time to get to know one
lessons will lead to a life ofmeanjng and pur- another, we just went and helped whoever we could,
. ) . . and we found Hamed and his son.
ose, the kind of life for which we all strive. Hamed had sustained shrapnel
pose, p
: . . injuries to his back, and the =
. Thus, although ﬂ. us.week’s ”ljorah portion car: boy had shrapnel injuries to is @ §
ries Sarah’s name in its very title, she would be shoulder and upper torso. Both L, R
were bleeding. Ariel cleaned and
the first to make room for her progeny, Esther, to bandaged the wounds, while the
join her in teaching her lesson to us. Esther too driver drove as fast as he could to
. . Soroka Hospital, knowing that they
has a place in Parshas Chayei Sarah. would need to come back and

treat and transport others.

Every Pl who was not bom in Israel Following this encounter, Pachima lost contact with

and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate Hamed. Ariel, who works at a cement factory in Beer
his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually! Sheva was approached by a fellow employee who
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS! lives in Arara BaNegev and is Hamed'’s neighbor who

reconnected the two.

The NEAMANS
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BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel

Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath
Torah, Englewood NJ

The God of Heaven
and the God of Earth

Sometimes a Torah thought that you learned
years ago acquires new and urgent signifi-
cance, as the world around you shifts.

Rashi notes that when Avraham instructs
Eliezer to find a wife for Yitzchak, he refers
to God twice... with a striking difference...

Speaking of the God who launched Avra-
ham’s own life mission, the Patriarch states:

“HaShem, God of Heaven who took me
from the house of my father and from the
land of my birth ...”

Yet, when Avraham refers to God in “real
time,” at the point when he is speaking to
Eliezer, he states: “and I will have you swear by
Hashem, God of Heaven and God of Earth....”

Why the remarkable difference? asks Rashi.
Why does Avraham describe Hashem as the
God of Heaven when recounting the instruc-
tion of Lech Lecha; yet speak of Him “now”
as the God of Heaven and the God of Earth?

Answers Rashi... Avraham effectively
makes an astounding claim concerning his
own life work:

When I was commanded to embark upon
my initial journey, Hashem was only the
God of Heaven. His name was not known
here on Earth.

Now, however, that I have made HaSh-
em’s name known through my words and
my actions, I can confidently say that he is
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the God of Heaven and the God of Earth.

In one dramatic stroke, Avraham identi-
fies, not only his own mission, but the mis-
sion of his descendants throughout time.
We are tasked with the duty to be mikadeish
shem shamayim, to sanctify God’s name, to
bring God into this world; through our ful-
fillment of His will.

Today, this sanctified task is shaped by
heartbreak, struggle, and sacrifice...

For, as we fight to gain security on this
strip of land that is our nation’s home; our
struggle is one of global dimensions...

This is a war between light and darkness;
between the sanctification of life and the cel-
ebration of destruction and death; between
the force of good and the power of Amalek;
between those who strive to bring God into the
world and those who would deny Him entry.

All eyes are upon us. Amazingly, we find
ourselves once again at the vanguard, at the
spear-point, of a conflagration that will affect
the future of humanity.

The cost is, oh so, dear! But God’s presence
in this world depends upon our victory...

This is a war that we must, and with
HaShem’s help will, win. m

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the

OU Press volumes "Unlocking the Torah Text,"
and "Unlocking the Haggada."
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Together we will win!
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May Hashem protect our soldiers and bring them home safely!
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COVENANT & CONVERSATION

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi nYy%
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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Abraham: A Life of Faith

Abraham, the Sages were convinced, was a
greater religious hero than Noah. We hear this
in the famous dispute among the Sages about
the phrase that Noah was “perfect in his gener-
ations,” meaning relative to his generations:

“In his generations” — Some of our Sages
interpret this favourably: if he had lived in
a generation of righteous people, he would
have been even more righteous. Others
interpret it derogatorily: In comparison with
his generation he was righteous, but if he
had lived in Abraham’s generation, he would
not have been considered of any impor-
tance. Rashi on Genesis 6:9:2

Some thought that if Noah had lived in
the time of Abraham he would have been
inspired by his example to yet greater
heights; others that he would have stayed
the same, and thus been insignificant when
compared to Abraham. But neither side
doubted that Abraham was the greater.

Similarly, the Sages contrasted the
phrase, “Noah walked with God,” with the
fact that Abraham walked before God.

“Noah walked with God” — But concerning
Abraham, Scripture says in Genesis 24:40:
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“[The Lord] before Whom I walked.” Noah
required [God’s] support to uphold him [in
righteousness], but Abraham strengthened
himself and walked in his righteousness by
himself. Rashi on Genesis 6:9

Yet what evidence do we have in the text
itself that Abraham was greater than Noah?
To be sure, Abraham argued with God in
protest against the destruction of the cities
of the plain, while Noah merely accepted
God’s verdict about the Flood. Yet God
invited Abraham’s protest. Immediately
beforehand the text says:

Then the Lord said, ‘Shall I hide from Abra-
ham what I am about to do? Abraham will
surely become a great and powerful nation,
and all nations on earth will be blessed
through him. For I have chosen him, so that
he will direct his children and his household
after him to keep the way of the Lord by
doing what is right and just, so that the Lord
will bring about for Abraham what He has
promised him.” Genesis 18:17-19

This is an almost explicit invitation to
challenge the verdict. God delivered no
such summons to Noah. So Noah’s failure



to protest should not be held against him.

If anything, the Torah seems to speak
more highly of Noah than of Abraham. We
are told:

Noah found favour in the eyes of the Lord.
Genesis 6:6

Twice Noah is described as a righteous
man, a tzaddik:

1. “Noah was a righteous man, blameless
among the people of his time, and he
walked with God” (Genesis 6:9).

2. “The Lord then said to Noah, ‘Go into
the Ark, you and your whole family,
because I have found you righteous in
this generation™ (Genesis 7:1).

No one else in the whole of Tanach is
called righteous. How then was Abraham
greater than Noah?

One answer, and a profound one, is sug-
gested in the way the two men responded
to tragedy and grief. After the Flood, we
read this about Noah:

Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he
planted a vineyard. He drank some of the
wine, making himself drunk, and uncovered
himself in the tent. Genesis 9:20-21

This is an extraordinary decline. The
“righteous man” has become a “man of the
soil.” The man who was looked to “bring us
comfort” (Genesis 5:29) now seeks comfort
in wine. What has happened?

The answer, surely, is that Noah was indeed
a righteous man, but one who had seen a
world destroyed. We gain the impression of
a man paralysed with grief, seeking oblivion.
Like Lot’s wife who turned back to look on the
destruction, Noah finds he cannot carry on.
He is desolated, grief-stricken. His heart is bro-
ken. The weight of the past prevents him from
turning toward the future.

AT
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Now think of Abraham at the beginning
of this week’s parsha. He had just been
through the greatest trial of his life. He had
been asked by God to sacrifice the son he
had spent so many years waiting for. He
had been asked to face sacrificing and los-
ing the most precious thing in his whole
life. It’s hard to imagine his state of mind as
the trial unfolded.

Then just as he was about to lift the knife
the call came from Heaven saying ‘Stop’,
and the story seemed to have a happy end-
ing after all. But there was a terrible twist
in store. Just as Abraham was returning,
relieved his son’s life spared, he discovered
that the trial had a victim after all. Immedi-
ately after it, at the beginning of this week’s
parsha, we read of the death of Sarah. And
the Sages suggested that the two events
were simultaneous. As Rashi explains:

“The account of Sarah’s demise was jux-
taposed to the Binding of Isaac because as
a result of the news of the ‘Binding,’ that
her son was prepared for slaughter, and
was almost slaughtered, her soul flew out
of her, and she died.”

We’d say today she had a heart attack
from the news.

Now try and put yourself in the situation
of Abraham. He has almost sacrificed his
child and now as an indirect result of the
trial itself, the news has killed his wife of
many years, the woman who stayed with
him through all his travels and travails, who
twice saved his life, who in joy gave birth to
Isaac in her old age. Had Abraham grieved
for the rest of his days, we would surely
have understood, just as we understand
Noah’s grief. Instead we read the following:

And Sarah died in Kiryat Arba, that is

30 TORAH TIDBITS 1539 / CHAYEI SARA

Hebron in the land of Canaan, and Abra-
ham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep
for her, and Abraham rose up from before
his dead.

Abraham mourns and weeps, and then
rises up and does two things to secure the
Jewish future, two acts whose effects we
feel to this day. He buys the first plot in the
Land of Israel, a field in the Cave of Mach-
pelah. And then he secures a wife his son
Isaac, so that there will be Jewish grand-
children, Jewish continuity. Noah grieves
and is overwhelmed by his loss. Abraham
grieves knowing what he has lost. But then
he rises up and builds the Jewish future.
There is a limit to grief. This is what Abra-
ham knows and Noah does not.

Abraham bestowed this singular gift on
his descendants. The Jewish people suffered
tragedies that would have devastated other
nations beyond any hope of recovery. The
destruction of the First Temple and the Bab-
ylonian exile. The destruction of the Second
Temple and the end of Jewish sovereignty.
The expulsions, massacres, forced conver-
sions and inquisitions of the Middle Ages,
the pogroms of the 17th and 19th centuries,
and finally the Shoah. Yet somehow the
Jewish people mourned and wept, and then
rose up and built the future. This is their
unique strength and it came from Abra-
ham, as we see in this week’s parsha.

Kierkegaard wrote a profound sentence
in his journals:

It requires moral courage to grieve, it
requires religious courage to rejoice.

Perhaps that's the difference between
Noah the Righteous, and Abraham the Man
of Faith. Noah grieved, but Abraham knew
that there must eventually be an end to grief.



We must turn from yesterday’s loss to the
call of tomorrow. We must help to be born. m
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UNITED

WESTAND

Our hearts and prayers continue to be with our brave IDF soldiers
and their families, those who have lost loved ones, those in
captivity, and all of Klal Yisrael.

Thanks to your support, OU Israel has mobilized to provide the
physical and emotional support needed to overcome trauma.

Respite for Evacuated Families

We have representatives in 6 hotels in
Yerushalayim to ensure the families there
receive physical and emotional support. NCSY
Israel ran a carnival at the Ramada hotel for over
1,800 displaced children. The Zula band is going
around to the hotels to provide uplifting respite for
children, teens and adults. We will continue to provide
for these families.

OU Israel’s Crisis Hotline

OU Israel launched a Hebrew emotional support
hotline (Chaverim Makshivim *8298) which is
providing support for the tens of thousands of
Israeli teens who are suffering emationally and
mentally from the trauma, loss, anxiety and

more since the start of the war. The hotline is

run by trained social workers and volunteers who
will provide a listening ear, and support and caring to help people cope and
become more resilient.

Opportunities for English-Speaking Olim
We recognize the challenge that so many of our English-speaking olim families
are grappling with as we face the current reality in Israel. Many are dealing with
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the anxiety of their first experiences with sirens and many are facing the first time
their children are serving in the IDF during a war. OU Israel is providing twice-
daily chizuk calls, virtual art therapy for children, tools for parents to help their
families overcome trauma, volunteer oppartunities and more. Recordings of
the chizuk calls and additional resources can be viewed at
ouisrael.org/program/chizuk.

Emergency First-Aid and Chizuk Kit

¢ The OU has packed and distributed over
3,000 resilience packages, which include first-

aid supplies, Tehillim, and Israeli flag and letter

I for chizuk. Research shows people feel stronger
when they have first-aid kits, and the comfort of a

Sefer Tehillim is timeless. These kits are being packaged

and distributed by Zula teens and volunteers. Many have

been killed in the past three weeks. More of

our teens have lost parents, siblings and other
" family members. The presence of QU Israel staff at more than 91 funerals
and shiva homes has provided teens with love and critical support.

Davening for the safety and security of every Jew.
For more information and chizuk visit

www.ouisrael.org/chizuk.



PROBING

Over the past years, I shared with you the
contrasting depiction of King David’s final
days as described in our haftarah taken
from Sefer Mlachim with that found in
Sefer Divrei HaYamim A. However, I rarely
(if at all) chose to contrast Avraham’s final
days with those of David, as the differences
are certainly understandable, given the gap
of hundreds of years between the two lives
and the resulting challenges they faced. In
the parasha, we confront an aging patri-
arch choosing a fitting partner for his son
who would successfully carry on his own
life’s work, while in the haftarah, we face
a weakened regent struggling to crown a
successor to sit on his throne. Both had to
prepare for the future - one, for his family,
one for his nation.

But when we pause to study the saga
of David, we might rightfully wonder
about his choice of successor. Shlomo was
a young man of perhaps 12 years or 16
years of age, a rather tender age to take
on such a weighty position. Indeed, when
we read the haftarah and the attempted
coup of Adoniyahu, David’s oldest sur-
viving first-born (from the King’s wives),
we see that he had gathered a large and
impressive following - including many of
the nation’s influential leaders. People like
Yoav, David’s long-time chief-of-staff, and
Evyatar, the former Kohen Gadol, sup-
ported Adoniyahu’s attempt to usurp the
throne from the elderly King. And one can
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER

Faculty, OU Israel Center

THE PROPHETS

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

well understand why they did so!!!!

Consider: David was weakening, he
could not even keep himself warm and, it
seems, hardly left the palace - indeed, the
text lets us know that he knew very little of
what was taking place outside. It was cru-
cial for the nation of Israel to have a leader,
and a young teenage boy was hardly a
proper choice - especially when there was
an experienced older prince who was far
more fitting for the job!! Additionally, there
is absolutely NO mention - in all of Sefer
M’lachim - of Hashem’s choice of Shlomo
to succeed David (it is found only in Sefer
Divrei HaYamin A) and perhaps very few
knew of G-d’s promise to David — including
those who hoped to crown Adoniyahu!
So why were they wrong in attempting to
place Adonniyahu on the throne??

Well, they were wrong for a very good
reason!!! As we read of the invitees to Adon-
iyahu’s “coronation”, we also read of those
who were NOT invited and we discover that,
although all of the princes were invited,
Shlomo was not invited (see v. 10). Indeed,
it seems that they knew very well of David’s
choice of Shlomo - but they didn’t care.

David had seen his sons vie for his
throne throughout his life. He saw his
eldest, Amnon, ravish Tamar, David’s
daughter, with no fear of retribution - he
was, after all, the crown prince. Avshalom,
the next son, murders Amnon, starts a civil
war and usurps the royal throne, even



attempting to assassinate his own father.
And now, at the end of his days, David sees
Adoniyahu and some of his highest offi-
cers, trying to take over the throne.

David knows very well what is happen-
ing. David knows why — because he had
seen this before.

As in past years, David HaMelech sees
people who want to win. They care for
position, they care for fame, they care for
power....but they don’t care for the nation.
He recognizes individuals who are willing
to defy the king, ignore the majority and
divide the people so that they can rise to
power. That is why Yoav, whom David
had removed from his generalship, and
Evyatar, who also lost his High Priesthood,
joined the coup.

They wanted their power back!!

And when people are willing to divide
a united nation, when they are thirsty
to “win”, when they care for themselves
more than they care for their nation....they
can never be allowed to “take the throne.”

We have seen in our own time how differ-
ent views can lead to dividing a nation if there
is no common discussion and no compro-
mise. We, who now stand united as perhaps
never before, must be careful to remember
the painful months, even years, of incessant
bickering and splintering of our people.

After G-d helps us defeat the forces of
pure evil, IY”H, we must make sure that our
leaders will care for the nation more than
they care for themselves and that they will
talk to each other even when they disagree
with each other and will work to insure the
rift that was will never appear again.

In short, it is time to place Shlomo, Sha-
lom, upon the throne. m

NEW! RENOVATED APT ON SHAI AGNON ST
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PRIVATE MAHSAN AND PARKING

ASKING PRICE 4,450,000
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And it will be, [that] the maiden to whom I
will say, Lower your pitcher and I will drink;’
and she will say, ‘Drink, and I will also
water your camels,” her have You designated
for Your servant, for Isaac, and through her
may I know that You have performed loving
kindness with my master.” (Bereshit 24:14).

Avraham’s servant Eliezer embarks on
a mission to find a shidduch for Yitzhak.
Eliezer asks Hashem for a sign that the girl
he selects is in fact the most appropriate
match. If Eliezer meets a young woman at
a well and she offers him water as well as
offering to provide water to his camels, then
he will be certain that she is fit for Yitzhak.

On its face, it appears as if Eliezer is
focusing on the prospective wife’s middot
(character traits). Is she someone who is
sympathetic not only to individuals but
to the well-being of animals as well. The
Beit Halevi offers a deeper insight into the
behavior of Rivka.

In order to provide Eliezer with water, there
were no paper cups available at the time.
Rivka had to allow Eliezer to drink directly
from the vessel. She was unaware of his clean-
liness. Perhaps his germs and saliva would
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get mixed in with the remaining water in
the vessel. How would she react? If she spills
the remaining water out in front of Eliezer, it
would be embarrassing to him. If she would
carry the vessel home and then pour it out it
would be a waste of time and energy. If she
would allow her family to drink that water,
it may not be hygienic. What is Rivka to do?
She offers the animals to drink the remaining
water. It is both sympathetic to the animals
and the most eloquent resolution to deal with
the rest of the water in the vessel from which
Eliezer drank.

In fact, Rivka tells Eliezer:

TY INUR 2032 DY MNM NPy om
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And she finished giving him to drink, and she
said, “I will also draw for your camels, until they
will have finished drinking.” (Bereshit 24:19).

Rivka does not just state (as Eliezer does)
that she will provide water to the camels.
She adds, “until they finish drinking”. She
is even willing to refill the vessel if they are
still thirsty. That statement highlights that
she does not want to embarrass Eliezer by
wasting the water. She is authentic about
her concern for the camels and will even
refill the vessel to satisfy their thirst.

The lesson we learn from Rivka’s behav-
ior is that to engage in chesed is important
and commendable, but at the same time, we
have to act in a wise manner. To always con-
sider the impact our actions may have on
the recipient and on others. Our intention
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Eternal End

Throughout his commentary on the
Torah, Rashi will connect the events at the
end of one parashah to the events at the
beginning of the next one. As the death
of Sarah Imeinu is the first topic in our
parashah, Rashi recounts that the news of
the Akeidah, the last topic of the previous
parashah, was so startling to Sarah that she
dies (Rashi, Bereisheet 23:2). How are we to
understand her sudden death? Addition-
ally, earlier Rashi comments that Sarah’s
life was “kulan shavin 'tovah”, all the days
of her life were equally good. Can we find
goodness in the circumstance of her death?

Every nisayon that a person endures is
meticulously designed by Hashem accord-
ing to the individual’s distinct capabilities.
The Brisker Rav teaches that the nisayon of
the Akeidah was specifically intended for
Avraham Avinu and he alone was there-
fore able to pass it with his unique inner
strengths. Sara Imeinu was not involved
in this nisayon, as such, she was unaware
of the details of their journey. Therefore,
when the Satan came to tell her what had
almost transpired, she could not endure
the shock and as a result, died. Sara
Imeinu is obviously not disparaged for this;
her life is still considered one of goodness
and wholehearted service of Hashem,
“kulan shavin l'tovah.”
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David Hamelech reminds wus that
Hashem is “Hanoten sheleg katzamer, k’for
ke’afer yifazer — He who gives snow like
fleece, He scatters frost like ashes” (Tehillim
148:16). The Chasidic masters explain that
although Hashem may give us “snow,” i.e.,
difficult situations, he also gives us “wool”
to warm us. Each of us is equipped with
the tools to manage the circumstances we
find ourselves in, every nisayon fits each
person with precision.

Rav Wolbe notes that the unique lan-
guage chazal use to describe Sarah’s death
indicates the manner in which she passed
from this world. The term “parcha nish-
mata,” Sarah’s soul flew, is the same one
used to describe Am Yisrael’s experience at
Har Sinai. “Parcha nishmatam,” their souls
spontaneously left their bodies from the
enormity of the Divine spiritual encounter.
When Sara Imeinu was told about Akeidat
Yitzchak, she was so overcome by the mag-
nitude of what had occurred that her soul
could not be contained within her physical
being. A climactic culmination of how she
lived, her death was characterized by her
intense desire to connect with her Maker.

The Koshnitzer Maggid understands
chazal as expressing Sara Imeinu’s deep
yearning to have been part of the Akeidah,
to have the opportunity to entirely sub-
sume herself within the Divine. Hashem
responded to her passionate wish and
took her soul. Her death is a testament to



her desire to be mekadesh shem shamayim,
to sanctify Hashem’s Name. In doing so,
teaches the Tosher Rebbe, Sara Imeinu
infused all Jews with the genetic code to
love Hashem unconditionally, to be fully
devoted and committed to His Will.

As we continue to fight the battle
for our Land and our people, we must
always remember that we are servants of
Hashem, representatives of His absolute
sovereignty in the world. We must fight the
battle on the spiritual front as well, pursu-
ing truth, dedicating ourselves to Hashem’s
Will with devotion, commitment and love,
as Sara Imeinu taught us in the way she
lived from beginning to end. m
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RABBI JUDAH

Reb Zev Wolf Kitzes was the Rav of Tulchin
and later became one of the most dedicated
disciples of the Baal Shem Tov. When Reb
Zev was preparing to embark on a journey
to Eretz Yisrael, he stopped in for a blessing
from his Master. The Baal Shem Tov blessed
him with a safe and uplifting journey, adding
a cryptic comment on the way out: “Reb Zev!
When you meet someone baderech, along
the path, it is for a reason; take heed and be
sure to take him seriously.” Reb Zev didn’t
think much of it, gathered his belongings and
began his journey.

A nesiya to Eretz Israel was the opportunity
of a lifetime: davening at the Kotel, in Meiron
by Rebbe Shimon Bar Yohai, at Kever Rachel,
and of course, a visit to I haAvos, Chevron. At
the end of his journey, after pouring his heart
out at Me'aras haMachpela, the hour was
late. He had extended his tefilos longer than
expected and his fellow travelers were wait-
ing for him. There was a bit of commotion as
they tried to catch their ride to the port of Acco
so they could board their ship and begin the
arduous trip back to Medzibuz.

They hastily returned to their lodgings,
gathered their belongings, and set out in the
winding alleyways of the old city of Chevron.
They passed an old man on the street who
looked up at them and wished them a ‘Shalom
aleichem.” The travelers were under pressure,
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and barely noticed the man, but the alter yid
was walking next to them and he strained for
their attention. “I see that you’'ve come from a
faraway land. Where are you from?” Barely
turning around, Reb Zev muttered, “We’re
from Mezbuzh and are on our way back right
now. 'm sorry, we're mamish running late!”

As the travelers approached their wagon,
the old man pressed, “Please, just one thing...
can you tell me, how are my kinder doing
over there?” With a harried, distracted look,
Reb Zev answered, “Baruch Hashem, day by
day, we’re managing!” They quickly climbed
onto the wagon and clutched their seats as
the agitated driver took off toward the port of
Acco. The interaction with the old man was
quickly forgotten.

It was Erev Shabbos when the group
arrived back in Mezhibuz. Reb Zev could
not wait for the opportunity to ‘give Shalom’
and provide an update to his Rebbe. How
shocked he was to find the cold reception
that awaited him; completely ignoring his
presence, the Baal Shem Tov wouldn’t even
look in his direction. The scene repeated
itself throughout Shabbos, the Baal Shem
Tov turning a cold shoulder to his dedi-
cated student, who was now disappointed
and confused. By the end of Shabbos, he

o Mazal Tov to o
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couldn’t take it anymore, and cried out,
“Rebbe, what have I done wrong? Please,
What did I do to deserve this treatment?”
The Baal Shem Tov shook his head in
disappointment. “Reb Zev, ayy Reb Zev,
what was the one thing I told you? To pay
attention to everyone you meet. You were
zocheh to a gilui, a revelation of Avraham
Avinu, who came to ask of you regarding
the well-being of his children, so many of
whom are facing poverty, starvation and
hardship. There are gezeros of conscription
and anti-semitism, not to mention hisnag-
dus, machlokes and sinas chinam. Families
are torn apart, communities are suffering...
and all you could muster was that ‘We’re
managing?!’ You had the opportunity to ask,
to beg, to plead for the coming of Moshiach,
for the completion, for the fulfillment of the
Bris ben haBesarim. ‘We're managing?? —
Gevalt, Reb Zev, did you ever blow it....”

On one of the pillars inside the “Avraham
Avinu Shul” in Chevron is a plaque featur-
ing the ‘shaar’, the cover page of Sefer Emek
haMelech, a Kabbalistic work by Rav Naftali
Hertz Bachrach, published in 1648. There is
a short and impactful maaseh mentioned in
the hakdama, the introduction. On the eve
of Yom Kippur (in 1619), nine men were
waiting for a minyan. Most of the residents
of the city had ascended to Yerushalayim,
a day’s walk. As the sun set and the reality
sunk in that there would not be a minyan
for Kol Nidrei night, the assembled cried
out to Hashem over their inability to form a
proper minyan on the holy night....

“And they lifted their eyes and there stood
an elderly man, in the distance, and they were
overjoyed to see him, for he had completed

the minyan. They worshiped on the holy day
and honored the man greatly. At the end of
the sacred day, the chazan led the way toward
his home to break the fast, with the honored
guest walking behind him. When he arrived
at his home, the chazan turned around and
saw that the guest was gone. That night, the
man appeared to the chazan in a dream, tell-
ing him that he was Avraham Avinu, who had
come to complete the minyan.”

From then on, the shul was known by the
name Beit Knesset Avraham Avinu.

In the midst of war, as we read of the
acquisition of the holy city of Chevron, let
us redouble our yearning for the entirety
of the Land of Israel and take heed and pay
attention to each person who joins our min-
yan, and all those we meet baderech, along
our path. This Shabbos, let us not be satisfied
with simply ‘managing’! May we awaken
zechus Avos, merit the revelation of Avra-
ham Avinu as well as all of our forefathers
and mothers, and bring in the coming of the
true and complete Redemption, b’mheirah!

W Mazal Tov to W
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Just last week ,we commemorated the 66th
yahrtzeit of the great tzadik Rabbi Yaakov
Friedman, the Admor of Husiyatin zy’a.
A descendant of the illustrious Reb Yisrael
Friedman, the Rizhiner Rebbe, z’ya, Rav Yaa-
kov made aliya to Eretz Yisrael in the late
1930’s, and succeeded his father-in-law as
the Admor of Huslyatin in Tel Aviv. His dra-
shot and teachings are recorded in a beauti-
ful sefer known as Ohalei Yaakov. The Rebbe
lived through the formative years of the
establishment of the State of Israel, during
the turbulent times of both the days leading
up to the Declaration of Independence, the
subsequent war, and the earliest days of our
fledgling state, and was a powerful voice
for the importance and significance of the
return of the Jewish People to the Land.

Our sedra this week opens with the passing
of Sara Imeinu, and Avraham’s purchase of
Maarat HaMachpela in Chevron. The pasuk tells
us: ‘VIamat Sara BKiryat Arba, Hee Chevron...”
And Sara died in Kiryat Arba, which is Chevron....’

The Ohalei Yaakov points to a very inter-
esting Midrash in the Yalkut Reuveni, which
offers a creative interpretation of this pasuk:

‘V’Tamat Sara BKiryat Arba - And Sara
passed on b’kriat shema -while reciting the
daled (the fourth letter) at the end of the word
echad- of kriat shema....”

Kiryat Arba - represents Sara’s recitation
of Kriat Shema as she left this world and
entered the next.

The Rebbe, in explaining this Midrash,
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points to a teaching from the great
Mekubal, Rav Chaim Vital zy’a, prime dis-
ciple of the Arizal. In Shaar Hay of Shaar
HaKavanot, Rav Chaim Vital wrote:

“We must be prepared to give our lives, to
sanctify Hashem’s name. The daled in the
word echad in the first verse of the Shema,
represents Hashem’s four letter name...”

The Ohalei Yaakov, takes this idea from
Rav Chaim Vital, and explains that Sara
Imeinu, as she departed from this world,
leaves us an eternal message connected to
the unbreakable bond between the Jewish
people and our sacred Land.

Throughout our history, the Rebbe
explained, and especially during the turbu-
lent early years of Medinat Yisrael, which
the Rebbe merited to experience, Am Yis-
rael has been willing to risk their lives for
the gift that is Artzeinu HaKedosha.

May we always remember and hold dear,
the many neshamot who have enabled us the
zechut to build our lives in our sacred, eternal
home. Perhaps, more than ever, the Rebbe’s
words resonate with each of us so strongly.
Yehi Ratzon, may all those working to protect
us, continue to be safe, and may we soon be
blessed to live here in Artzeinu HaKedosha in
complete peace and tranquility m
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Is Celebrating Tzahal
a Lack of Emunah?

Growing up in the 70’s, in the aftermath of
the Six -Day War, I heard a comment which,
even as a young boy, troubled me. A rabbi
mentioned that, initially, the great nissim of
1967 carried Messianic potential. Tragically,
this opportunity was squandered because
too much credit was attributed to Tzahal.
The ensuing parades declaring “kol haka-
vod I'tzahal” reflected a lack of emunah and
closed any Messianic window. Though I was
too young to fully process my disagreement,
something struck me as mistaken.

As maaminim or believers, we always
trace success and failure to divine decisions.
Whether it be financial prosperity, personal
health, or military success, we believe that
everything in is the hands of Heaven or 950
DY 1. Given this perspective, is it appro-
priate to celebrate the heroism of our sol-
diers? Does belief in Hashem as aninnnn wx
clash with our culture which venerates the
bravery and courage of IDF chayalim?
EMUNAH AND BITACHON

By referring to the generic term “faith”,
we often confuse two related but very dif-
ferent theological principles: emunah and
bitachon. Emunah is an immutable philo-
sophical conviction, whereas bitachon is a
policy decision.

Emunah acknowledges fundamental articles
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of faith, including the role of hashgacha: events
aren’t random or haphazard but part of a
larger divine trajectory. Events which may
appear to be natural are deliberately authored
by Hashem. Sometimes Hashem decides to
intervene in a supernatural and overt man-
ner, but, more frequently, He scripts history
through seemingly “routine” or “natural”
events, thereby concealing His authorship.
Emunah demands unconditional belief in an
absolute set of theological principles including
divine hashgacha.

Unlike emunah which is unchanging,
bitachon is an ever-changing decision about
balancing human effort alongside divine
intervention. Though emunah affirms
that Hashem CAN supernaturally inter-
vene, we don’t have the automatic right to
rely upon His miracles, and therefore we
must take appropriate human measures
to achieve success. Additionally, Hashem
often delivers success in response to prior
human initiative. Either way, human
investment, referred to as hishtadlut, is not
a lack of emunah. Though our emunah is
unflinching, we don’t possess the right to
entirely depend upon Hashem at the cost
of diminished or nonexistent human effort.
Cautioning us against overreliance upon
miracles, Chazal warn that, despite emunah



D)1 Yy DD PX. Bitachon is a constantly
changing calibration of human effort and
divine assistance.

Ya’akov provides the paradigm for steadfast
emunah coupled with calibrated bitachon.
Facing a murderous and vengeful brother,
he refused to rely solely upon Hashem’s
supernatural miracles for protection. Vari-
ous concerns drive him to greater hishtadlut:
perhaps he already received too much divine
benevolence to continue to “draw from the
well”. Perhaps his minor transgressions (as he
views them), will hinder divine intervention.
Because of all these concerns, and despite
his stout emunah, Ya’akov prepares for battle
rather than passively trusting Hashem for
protection. Though his emunah confirms
that Hashem will decide the outcome of this
skirmish, he feels that, at this moment, he
shouldn’t be fully reliant upon miracles.

While emunah never wavers or fades,
bitachon depends upon the person and the
circumstance. All that being said, whether
we take greater human initiative or com-
pletely rely upon miracles, we always trace
success back to Hashem.

WAR IS DIFFERENT

Yet, evidently, war and military success
are still different. For some reason, during
war, Hashem Himself encourages soldiers
to take partial credit for their success, pro-
vided they don’t completely ignore His role.

On the one hand, we are cautioned
against exclusive attribution or even excess
attribution to human effort. The 7th perek
of sefer Shoftim describes Gidon’s prepa-
rations for the war against the Midyanim.
Though initially numbering 32,000 soldiers,
his army is whittled down to a puny 300, to
avoid false pretensions that the victory was
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due to military skills. Concerned that the
victorious army would completely forget
Him, Hashem preferred a tiny army so that
His role would be unmistakable.

On the other hand, the Torah’s well known
warning against human attribution or °n>
T DNV is not issued surrounding military
success but regarding self- aggrandizing
financial prosperity. The Torah never explic-
ity warns against attributing military suc-
cess to human efforts. Prior to war, a Kohen
reminds our armies that Hashem battles with
them. However, this isn’t a warning against
self attribution but a “pep talk” to boost
morale by informing worried soldiers that
Hashem “takes the lead” against our enemies.

More so, a striking midrash (Yalkut
Shimoni, Tehillim 724) illustrates that if
we recognize Hashem’s authorship, we
are also allowed, and even encouraged to
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celebrate human military feats. After his
vanquishing of the giant warrior Golyat,
Dovid Hamelech was paraded as “a con-
queror of tens of thousands”. Immediately,
Dovid reroutes the credit to Hashem X
NN WY DNR XN P12 WITRn 200 T
1N¥IN XN 99, acknowledging that any vic-
tory was solely Hashem’s provenance.

Surprisingly, Hashem responds by shar-
ing the “credit” with Dovid:

ax PPN Y N, MT XN P2 WTpn PR
PNXIN 92 1M1 )X : “you attributed the credit
to Me I will attribute it to you”.

Though, typically, all credit is assigned to
Hashem, military success is assigned both to
Hashem as well as to human agents. What
makes war different? Typically, we attach
full responsibility to Hashem, whereas on
the battlefield, credit is “shared”.

WAR IS A “MENTALITY”

Success at war doesn’t just demand talent
and skill. To be successful at war, a soldier
must deeply believe in their abilities and
toughness. Courage and bravery demand
not just vision of a larger purpose but also
self-confidence and deep belief in your abil-
ities. Success at war can’t be achieved with-
out mental toughness and inner strength.

A gemara (Mo’ed Katan 16b) captures
the hard-edged emotions necessary for
military success. The gemara marvels at
kindhearted and “tender” scholars mor-
phing into soldiers and becoming as “hard
as wood”. Success at war demands not just
external skills but inner conviction and
inner bravado. For that self-esteem and
boldness to develop, a soldier must believe
in himself and his potential. For an army
culture to succeed human heroics must be
celebrated and military feats honored.
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Every human project demands human
initiative or hishtadlut alongside emunah. In
general, hishtadlut demands the application
of human skills and talents. Unlike other
spheres though, hishtadlut in war requires
self- esteem and personal pride for courage
and bravery. Though it feels like excess self-
attribution, military pride and celebration
of the courage of IDF chayalim are all part
of the necessary hishtadlut Hashem desires
during war. Without human beings feeling
pride at their accomplishments our military
hishtadlut would be hollow and ineffective
and we would be fully reliant upon miracles.

Ironically, serving in the army is the one
area of religious experience in which belief in
Hashem and attribution to human effort don’t
clash. We know that Hashem wages war. We
also know that he wants us to take the initia-
tive. To take the initiative which He desires it is
insufficient to merely apply skills and talents.
We must also believe in the human courage
and bravery which Hashem endowed in us.

We hope one day for overt miracles and war
fought entirely through supernatural means.
In the absence of these miracles, we continue
to invest hishtadlut in the battles we know
Hashem fights on our behalf. Ideally there
should be absolutely no contradiction between
our emunah in Hashem as an nanYn wX and
the celebration of human courage.

2N Mwy? 9392 1N XN’
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support related to current war.

Q 02-654-4600

@ 055-928-6050

@ familyinstitute@nevey.org
@ www.nevefamiyinstitute.org
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Newest Listings in Jerusalem

Great Opportunity in
the Heart of
Old-Katamon

Private house of approx. 300 sqm
3levels
Garden, Huge terrace
Private parking
Must sell!

Estate

... e
Great Investment
Opportunity in Ba'aka -
Rivka Street
3 bedrooms, 2 full bath

Architecturally renovated 5 ~
Already going through Pinui/Binui
Currently 85 sqm (Will be 124 sqm) e
12 sgm balcony
Shabbat elevator, Private parking /
Storage
Best deal in town! ‘ L i

Have You Ever Dreamed
of Living on
Mekor Chaim Street?

Well Now You Can!
2 options in a new project:
#1: Spacious 2 Bedrooms, 75 sqm
#2: 2 Bedrooms, 82 sqm
1 Both Include:
Shabbat Elevator, Balcony, Storage,
Private Parking, High-end Specs

New Exclusivity
in Rasco
Large 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths
112 sgm + inclosed balcony
View

Full of light & air

Quiet & rare
Right around the corner from the
famous Shtiblach
Full of potential!

EF';*
3,590,000 NIS L/ =]

For Sale/Rent / Great Apartment with
v F Incredible Views
Shofet Chaim Hacohen Street
4 rooms + 2 full bathrooms
Central A/C + heat
3 exposures
Shabbat elevator
Parking
Sale: 3,290,000 NIS
Rent: 7,500 NIS per month

Yitzchak Kowalsky R
. 054-766-0338

P Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@ www.yykrealestate.com
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HAFTORAH INSIGHTS H—

Our Dynasty

is Our Destiny

MELACHIM ALEPH 1:1-31

This week’s Haftorah begins with a descrip-
tion of Dovid HaMelech in his old age, 2 N2
and the rocky road toward the transfer of lead-
ership. His son, Adoniyahu declares himself
king. Dovid, at the initiation of his wife Batsheva
and his trusted advisor and prophet Nathan,
announces that Shlomo will be the continuation
of the Davidic dynasty and inherit the king-
ship. Why is it necessary to report Adoniyahu’s
attempt to usurp Shlomo’s ascent to kingship?
Ultimately, wasn’t the Davidic line secured with
Dovid HaMelech”s own anointing?

The connection between the Parshiyot and
Haftorot are sometimes more obvious, and
sometimes less so. One possible connection
for this week’s readings is the use of the
words D2 N2 describing both Avraham
and Dovid. In their advanced ages both
Dovid and Avraham recognize the need to
assure a strong future for the Jewish people.
Avraham does so by going to great lengths to
find an appropriate wife for his unmarried
son Yitzchok and Dovid does so by publicly
proclaiming Shlomo king. Dovid and Avra-
ham teach us by example that no matter our
age or strength we must continuously work
for the betterment of Klal Yisroel.

It is especially significant that the area of
focus for both Avraham and Dovid in the
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waning years of their lives is continuity. All
too often iconic figures achieve greatness
in their own lives, but are sadly unable
to transmit it to succeeding generations.
A succession plan was crucial for both
Avraham and Dovid. The distinction of
these men lies not merely in their ability
to see the importance of breeding succes-
sors, but more so in their awareness of
the particular needs of those who would
assume the mantle of leadership following
them. Avraham understood Yitzchok could
only achieve his mission and his potential
through the continuity of family. Dovid
is keenly mindful that since Adoniyahu
announced his rulership, only a public
pronouncement could securely ensconce
Shlomo as the next melech al Yisroel - king
of the Jewish people.

Both Avraham and Dovid enabled continu-
ity through deliberate actions; they carried
out actions for their sons that were not car-
ried out for them. Great leaders, like Avra-
ham and Dovid, are prepared to do for oth-
ers what was not done for them if it is indeed
for the greater good and future of the people.
They understand the value of mesorah, of
transmitting values and heritage.

May Hashem bless us with the strength



and energy to assure the continuity of our
people and Land, the wisdom to cherish
our heritage and recognize the needs of
others. Building a nation through family
and dynasty is our destiny. B

Jonathan Rosenblum, bpm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

Be'er Tziporah a - 3
' Bottled Water Ge |

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter and
brought life and strength to so =
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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GabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

AM YISRAEL CHAI

We continue to pray for the safety
and quick return of our soldiers, the
injured, and the hostages being held

in captivity.
'n 78R OV

Amazing Deal On Popular Street! Charming &
Renovated 3-room apt. 63 SOM, 2 beds, 2 full baths,
succah balcony, 1st floor, central air! Asking: 3.180m NIS

Brand New On The Market! Turnkey 94 SQM APT. 3
bedrooms, polential for Tama 38(Reg. Garden)! high-end
finishes, bright and airy, spacious! Asking: 4.580 NIS

Just Listed! Rare and Charming collage on a quiel
streat in Nachlaot! 100 SQM lot, 83 SQM built, 3 rooms,
patio, succah balcony, high ceilings, tons of natural light,
private enfrance, and morg! Asking: 3,950,000 NIS

New On the Market! On one of the best streets in Baka.

Spacious 4-room garden apartment with 50 SQM private
garden. Private entrance, 3 beds, 1.5 baths, parking, and
slorage, spacious living area. Asking: 4.450 NIS

Brand New On The Market! New Building Post Tama
38! Spacious 100 SQM, fully renovated, Currently §
rooms, brand new plumbing & electric, private parking,
accessible, balcony, excellent location! Asking: 4.2m NIS

Negba Street, Katamon  geneal

Just Listed! Charming 2-room apariment, 5 steps, large
balcony, quiet street, excellent location. Asking: 5,000 NIS

b | Yaniv: 052.614, 14421-

I"

862.9208

gmail.com
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Sara’s Outcry

In the midst of the unspeakable horror that
was the Warsaw Ghetto, a holy fire continued
to burn bright. This ember was Rebbe Kalon-
ymus Kalman Shapira, the Piasetzner Rebbe,
who served as the spiritual leader and father
to thousands of adherents until his murder
by the Nazis. His powerful sermons of the
war years are preserved in Esh Kodesh, a
work with an astonishing backstory. When
it became apparent to the Piasetzner that the
ghetto would be liquidated, he buried the
book manuscript in a canister. The canister
was miraculously unearthed by Polish con-
struction workers after the war, and the book
was first published in Israel in 1960.

In a remarkable teaching, written amidst
unfathomable anguish, the Piasetzner Rebbe
addressed the great challenge of continued
faith in God’s justice in the face of terrifying
and agonizing adversity. He began with the
opening verse of Parashat Chayei Sara: “The
years of Sara’s life were one hundred and
twenty-seven years, the years of Sara’s life”
(Genesis 23:1). Why the repetitive phrase “the
years of Sara’s life” at the end of the verse?

The rebbe explained that the repetition is
a sign of her extreme, lifelong piety which
surpassed even Avraham’s. When the years
of Avraham’s life are later tallied (Genesis
25:7), there is no such repetition. Sara’s faith
and devotion were unparalleled, even in
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her final moments on this earth.!

The Piasetzner Rebbe quoted Rebbe
Menachem Mendel Torem of Rimanov
(1745-1815) on the comparison drawn in the
Talmud between salt and suffering, based on
the Torah’s use of the word berit, “covenant,”
with each.? Just as salt sweetens the meat by
bringing out its flavor, so too suffering sweetens
the putrid sins of man. Rebbe Menachem Men-
del furthered the analogy. Salt is only a taste
enhancer when applied proportionately—too
much salt spoils the meat. Similarly, suffering
must be diluted with mercy so that it is propor-
tionate and does not crush a person.

Rashi tells us that the juxtaposition of
Sara’s death at the beginning of Parashat
Chayei Sara with the Akedah in Parashat
Vayera is indicative of a causal link. Sara
died after hearing that her only son had
been bound like a sacrifice and almost
slaughtered.’ In the rebbe’s words:

Our master Moshe, the faithful shepherd,
juxtaposed the death of Sara to Akedat
Yitzhak, in order to advocate for us and to

1. Esh Kodesh, 5700, Chayei Sara, 9.

2. Since Rebbe Menachem Mendel’s teachings
were not published, they are scattered in the
works of his disciples. Here the Piasetzner
Rebbe quotes him from Maor va-Shamesh,
written by his namesake and maternal great-
grandfather Rebbe Kalonymos Kalman ha-Levi
Epstein (c. 1750-c. 1825), who was a disciple of
Rebbe Menachem Mendel.

3. Berachot 5a.

4. Esh Kodesh, 5700, Chayei Sara, 10.

5. Rashi on Genesis 23:2, s.v. nm231% mwH 7009,
based on Genesis Rabbah, 58:4.



demonstrate what happens when there is
too much suffering, God forbid: her soul
departed. Furthermore, if this could happen
to Sara, so righteous a woman that when she
was 100 she was like 20 with regard to sin...,
and all of Sara’s years were equivalent for
good, yet she could not bear such deep agony,
how much more so is this true for all of us.6

Even the greatest, most pious Jews of all
time were fragile human beings who could be
broken by intolerable suffering.

The Piasetzner Rebbe then boldly claimed
that Sara’s death, the result of
overwhelming psychological
trauma, was an act on behalf of all
Jews, as a protest to God, a demon-
stration that the Jewish people
cannot bear excessive suffering.
She gave up her life, if you will,
in order to “teach the Creator” the limits of
human suffering. She chose to show God the
effect of suffering when it is too much to bear.

Even someone who on account of God’s
compassion survives their suffering, parts
of their lifeforce, mind, and spirit are still
crushed and obliterated. Does it matter if one
is partly dead or fully dead?’

This explains why the verse repeats “the
years of Sara’s life.” Sara cut her life short. She
had been allotted more years that would never
belived out, which could be construed as a blot
on her piety. Since she acted for the good of her
people, however, the final phrase in the verse
instructs us that the lost years were like the
rest. Her saintliness pervaded them all equally.

This sermon was delivered orally on the
Shabbat of Parashat Chayei Sara, Novem-
ber 4, 1939. Only two months earlier the

6. Esh Kodesh, 5700, Chayei Sara, 10.
7. Ibid.

Rebbe of Piasetzna had suffered one of
the most excruciating blows of his life: the
deaths of his only son, his daughter-in-law,
and his sister-in-law, all killed by the Nazi
aerial bombing of Warsaw in September
1939. In speaking of Sara’s loss, the rebbe’s
own tormented voice is audible.

In this gutwrenching sermon, the rebbe
affirmed that crushing heartbreak and psycho-
logical pain can be traumatic. In severe cases,
a part of us dies. While the dassic religious
response to suffering is submission, Sara con-
fronted the Creator, challenging
Heaven to be more responsive and
compassionate to the evil that man
is made to endure. This gesture legit-
imates, the rebbe seems to say, our
wrestling with theodicy. We are per-
mitted—perhaps even obligated—to
press God in our search for beacons of truth and
justice in the smothering fog of suffering.

The Piasetzner Rebbe concluded his unfor-
gettable sermon with the following prayer:
“Therefore, may God have mercy upon us and
all Israel, and may He rescue us quickly spiri-
tually and physically, with open kindnesses.”
Although wounded more than we can know,
the rebbe’s faith remained steadfast, anticipat-
ing redemption. We can imagine to ourselves
the rebbe turning with humility and deep faith
to God in Heaven, his lips forming a heartfelt
petition: “I may not understand Your ways, but
I'will not give up on seeking Your closeness and
anticipating the final redemption.” The holy
rebbe pleaded for that day to come soon. m

8. Ibid.

Rabbi Goldscheider is the author of the newly
published book “Torah United’ (OU Press), featuring
divrei Torah on the weekly parasha from Rav Kook,
Rabbi Solovetichik, and the Chassidic Masters.
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE

RAV DANIEL MANN n?
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These days, the precious
need to save lives is on our minds. We will
now present some of the halachic and prac-
tical underpinnings of the laws that pikuach
nefesh (saving a life) takes precedence over
almost all of the Torah’s mitzvot and pro-
hibitions. Now we look at the distinction
between public and private pikuach nefesh
decisions and contemplate some ramifica-
tions, especially regarding Shabbat.

The following approach to
the unique qualities of pikuach nefesh deci-
sions for matters decided on a communal
and especially a national level are based
on the writings of our mentor, Rav Shaul
Yisraeli zt”l (see Amud Hayemini, siman
17). Rav Asher Weiss presented the same
basic approach in a question and answer
session after the outbreak of the war.

As we mentioned last week, a danger can
be too remote to count for pikuach nefesh
dispensations. Let us say, for example, that
the potential danger from a specific situation
is only 1 out of 10,000 and that this would
not qualify to justify an individual violating
Shabbat. A halachically-guided police force
would need to have a policy about what to do
if they are called to neutralize the danger, in
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this or equivalent cases — do they drive there
on Shabbat or refuse to do so? The policy
they decide upon will be applied indefinitely,
in every police station, week after week.
Therefore, although any specific case is highly
unlikely to cause loss of life, the cumulative
effect of a decision not to drive is statistically
very likely to cause loss of life. (Additionally,
if criminals know the police will not to come,
it will increase the occurrence of such crime,
which can also endanger life.) Because the
decision is made by and for public policy, not
on individual basis, we include all, including
future, situations that are affected by the pol-
icy decision, in the equation for the halachic
decision-maker to address. This will often lead
him to conclude that pikuach nefesh applies.
An apparent fallacy of this cumulative
view approach is that to save a tiny num-
ber of lives, many thousands of chillulei
Shabbat must be performed, whereas in
the decision regarding an individual case,
limited chillul Shabbat would be needed.
Rav Yisraeli responded that in the face of
even one life we need to save, there is no
limit on the number of people or actions
involved in violating Shabbat. When the
decision is correctly viewed broadly, we
do not distinguish between many chillulei
Shabbat stemming from different situation



The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,

Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
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venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

and many stemming from one.

Rav Yisraeli also explained the idea of
machshilan le’atid lavo (see Rosh Hashana
21b; Eiruvin 44b; Rambam, Shabbat 2:23).
If someone went to save a life, he may vio-
late Shabbat (to what extent is a machloket)
in returning so that people will agree to
save lives on future Shabbatot. Chazal
deemed this as a case where we should
view the future danger from the reaction
to a strict halachic ruling in the present as
a concern to consider in the present.

How should an individual citizen act in the
realm of situations like these? Certainly, one
with a public role must follow leniencies that
stem from the public outlook. For example, a
soldier on guard duty must not refuse to vio-
late Shabbat to do this, even if he is correct
that the chance of a dangerous infiltrator
around his post are extremely low. If he did,
the system would not work! Even regular
citizens, for example, during Covid, were
required to avoid infection as instructed,
even if by age/health, they were not signifi-
cantly endangered by the virus, because they

Get the Best of Both Worlds

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il s www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

were endangering others. Even regarding
protecting only one’s own life, especially as
part of a war effort, the rules of safety that
citizens are demanded to take as part of the
home front element of the war are binding
and justify chillul Shabbat. However, in most
cases of safety recommendations for individ-
uals (which Halacha generally views posi-
tively), Shabbat violations are not justified if
the danger involved is objectively tiny and
the average person is not concerned about it
(I purposely avoid examples).

Having a dispute?
9. For a Din Torah in English or

-\‘...""l- Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah -
o Gazit’ Rabbinical Court:

Eretz
Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

. Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling
Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Th It for e vl th Land o

Terumot and Ma’aserot
on the Battlefield

One beautiful phenomena since the begin-
ning of the Swords of Iron war is the outpour-
ing of love by Israelis of all stripes, who gen-
erously donate to the soldiers at the various
outposts and bases. Donations include fresh
produce, from which soldiers cannot be sure
that terumot and ma’aserot were separated
properly @f at all). In light of this, we have
received many queries from soldiers wanting
to know what the best course of action is.

Beit HaOtzar, the ma’aser fund of Torah
VeHa’aretz Institute, decided to help sol-
diers who want to ensure they eat tithed
food during combat. Recently, Beit HaOt-
zar has begun to assign coins for chillul
ma’aser sheni and pidyon neta revay for
any soldier in need of this service. This free
membership to Beit HaOtzar facilitates
easy separation of terumot and ma’aserot
on produce whose origin is unknown.

Soldiers still need to separate more
than 1% and recite the text

Note that soldiers still must separate a
little more than 1% of the produce and
recite the formula for separating terumot
and ma’aserot (without a berachah). As
part of the formula, they say that holiness
of ma’aser sheni is transferred to a coin
designated on their behalf. Afterwards, all
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they need to do is wrap up and dispose the
little more than 1%, and the produce is per-
missible to eat. The formula for separating
terumot and ma’aserot can be found on
our website Hebrew and English websites
(toraland.org.il; en.toraland.org.il).

It is gratifying to see that, even though it is a
time of war, soldiers still insist on observing the
mitzvah of separating terumot and ma’aserot. m

The Weekly Podcast

WHAT DOES JUDAISM
SAY ABOUT....?

Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel

will discuss each week an issue about the

war that people are asking about. Each

topic has a S-minute abridged version &
full 30-minute podcast.

This Week’s Podcast:
The Jewish Attitude to War

in General
You can find the podcast on Apple,
Spotify or Yutorah.org
For questions, write
whatdoesjudaismsayabout@gmail.com
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SECURELY HELP THE WAR EFFORT!
The soldiers and citizens of the State of Israel are raising their

eyes to us. The bereaved and the hostages bear their eyes on
us. In unity, let us help them in their struggle to fight and keep

going with a strong spirit.
Contribute to Yesh Ezra's campaign
To establish, restore, and fight for the future of our beloved

4 WEB4U

country!

Urgent equipment for soldiers
Provisions for displaced families
Psychological support for the bereaved
Medical supplies for the wounded

Home and hotel visits

In cooperation with "Achim Yachad," the IDF,
government agencies, and nationwide importers

Donate now!
www.yeshezra.org

And receive your tax-deductible receipt from Yesh Ezra
To continue supporting our ongoing charitable work for those who stand alone

Checks: "Yesh Ezra" — Credit Card: Sara — 077-820-
Bank: Mercantile (17), Branch POB 31476, Romema, 0196 Sun/Mon/Wed (10:15
642, Afc 79747843 (Send Jerusalem am-—2.45 pm]

Asmachta for tax receipt) * www.yeshezra.org

pldgmail.com



Last time we discussed the Likrat Kallah
program that enables brides to go to the
mikvah before their wedding, with constant
accompaniment from PUAH and medical
expert advice from our medical team.

As the war started, couples started to get
married under complex circumstances and
PUAH was a valuable resource for such cou-
ples. In the first two weeks of the war over
30 couples were helped by PUAH to get to
the mikvah before their hurried wedding.

On average PUAH helped with more
than two weddings every day. Each couple
received counseling, a tailor-made plan
from the doctors and access to PUAH’s
experts when necessary.

It quickly became clear that the same
system can be used to help wives of sol-
diers who are fighting on the frontlines
and who receive a few hours of leave to
visit their homes. It is extremely important
to give these exhausted troops the ability
to have physical contact with their wives
during these short respites in the fighting
and time on the front.

PUAH offered this service for all women
who wanted, and, in the first two weeks of the
war, over 300 women turned to PUAH seeking
expert advice. PUAH provided counseling for
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these couples and made every effort to find
halachic leniencies to enable the women to
go to the mikvah or preserve a state of purity.
When necessary and the women requested it,
our doctors were able to prescribe medicine.

Unfortunately, PUAH was not able to solve
every case and the PUAH Rabbis and coun-
selors were faced with extremely difficult
cases. Couples were reunited for short periods
but were not able to give each other physical
support and comfort. The Rabhis supported
and empowered the couples that were faced
with these challenges, and were able to give
emotional support and encouragement, even
when they were not able to touch.

Such counseling sessions proved the true
inner strength and resilience of Am Yisrael.
Couples knew that following the halacha was
the correct thing to do, even when it was not
always the easiest thing to do. It was so inspiring
for myself and the other PUAH Rabbis to hear
the deep desire of Jews to get halachic guidance
even in these most trying times and complex
realities. It is also a source of strength to know
that halacha and God’s word guides us through
these challenging times and difficult conditions.

We see every day how the claim Am Yis-
rael Chai is not just a pleasant slogan but a
beautiful reality.



UNITED WE STAND

NOW MORE THAN EVER.
DONATE TO SAVE LIVES.

Israelrescue.org/israel-at-war
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To receive Sivan Rahav-Meir's daily WhatsApp:
http://tiny.cc/DailyPortion

Shabbat Sparks from
People of the South

We spent Shabbat in the Neve Ilan Hotel
in the Judean Hills with hundreds of resi-
dents from the Gaza periphery and other
southern communities. On this memorable
Shabbat, sparks of inspiration came from
the following:

Prayer. Lighting Shabbat candles is always
inspiring, but especially at this time. There
is a sense that all of our private prayers are
being combined into a single large collective
prayer. Thanks to whoever composed a
special prayer for the hostages that all of us
recited with passionate longing.

History. On Shabbat I heard stories that
will soon be written about as part of our
history — how Moshav Shokeda and Kibbutz
Zikim and Kibbutz Yad Mordechai were
saved. Members of the rapid response team
of Shokeda watched from their roofs in hor-
ror as the adjacent Kibbutz Be'eri was going
up in flames. They feared that they could be
next. What exactly happened there? This is
a story that is yet to be told.

Hope. I asked the teenagers to describe
their present feelings in one word. One said
"process.” One said "test." They understand
that something extraordinary is happening
in the here and now. One of the girls told me
that the most difficult moment was when they
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were told that they would be in the hotel until
Hanukkah, but then her friend said that this
was also the easiest moment since she now
understood that she had to adapt, to step back,
to take a breath. This morning, by the way, the
kids will finally start to study in a classroom
again. Where? In the school for instruction
about the Holocaust at Yad Vashem.

Soul-searching. I was embarrassed when
a resident father of Zikim told me about the
routine messages he was getting on his cell
phone: "The explosions that you heard are
from Hamas training exercises. Continue
with your routine as usual." Why exactly
were they training? His children now have
the ability to reach their safe room within
15 seconds. They were born under the
threat of missile attack, but must they con-
tinue to live like this? Where have we been
all these years?

Strength. 1 asked what gives them
strength. One of the girls said: "My parents."
I received many other answers and then
another girl said that in the first days of the
war the residents of her moshav went to live
in Arad where a community of Gur Cha-
sidim looked after them. Afterwards they
stayed at the Sde Boker Field School where
they got close to the local community. "I



am in great distress since I cannot be in my
home," the girl admitted, "but exposure to
the true people of Israel gives strength."

Future: On Shabbat afternoon, a boy sat
and studied for his Bar Mitzvah. His Torah
portion is Korach and it's half a year away.
He does not know where he will celebrate
this event but he diligently continues to prac-
tice for it all the same. m

INVEST IN YOUR
MARRIAGE

Strengthen Your Bond &
Restore Harmony.

Wiarriage counseling in Beir Shemest
Room sessions alwn available

Ariella Spero
Slarriage Conmrnalor & Relativrmhip Coch
Phane)

ATHARE 052-552-3161

Estates, Probate, Real Estate | Tama 38 and Renovation
and Inheritances* | Transactions Construction Projects

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il

TOGETHERWE ARE
STRONGER

Large selection of "My Israel" products at the Shalva SHOP

Inapiring Hope. Changing Lives.

Shalva NMational Center, 1 Shalva Road, Jerusalem, 02-6519555 ext. 315
@ shop.shalva.org @ 052-4011238 E shop@shalva.org
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. = Theme:
THE Y FILES ISRAEL

{5 ERUSHALAYAM.

A UOH, WHAT A BEAUTIFUL
MOOODOOORKING! O, WHAT A
5 BEAUTIFUL DARRAAMAARY..\" 7

Waale Gamla

by
Netanel Epstein

www.nelbateps. com

J “WE GOT A EEhH‘EtF‘m.
ﬁgﬁiﬁﬁw.uua..." F

LOOK, PAL, WE'RE ON A MISSION TO FIND RIV - | MEAN - SOME
MYSTERY GIRL FOR YITZCHAK TO MARRY, T0 BE THE MOTHER OF
THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, RIGHT?
WE NEED TO MAKE A 600D IMPRESSION, WE NEED TO ATTRACT HER
ATTENTION, SHOW HER WHAT A 3O 1T 15 T0 BE A YID, TO

BELONG TO AVRAHAM'S FAMILY, NO?

o

COME ON, COME ON, LESS OF THE
"URGH", IF YOU DON'T MIND, LET’S
HEAR SOME SINGWHG!

IF WE BURST INTO THE TDWN SOUARE IN A FAST CHASSIDIC
FOUR-STEP JIG, SINGING “HAVA HAGILLA™ OR SOMETHING
. THAT COULD BE A NICE ICE-BREAKER, DON'T YOU THINK?

0-KAAAAY...

TS CLEAR FROM
YOUR VACAHT EXPRESSIONS...
THE LIGHTS ARE HOT ALL ON
UPSTAIRS..."

WHEREAS IF WE JUST STAND
AROUND LODKING BLANK AND
THIRSTY, LIKE YOU ARE NOW,
TRUST ME, THE OHLY THING
WE'LL ATTRACT 1S FLIES...

S0000... .
DON'T GET ME STARTED ON HUUSINE
PRICES IN RECHAVIA!




" DUDE, THIS VENTRILIQUIST ACT OF YOURS

WAS A COOL IDEA AT THE BEGINNING,

THROWING YOUR VOICE TO ONE OF ELIEZER™S
CAMELS, BUT...

THIS 1S JUST GETTING SILLY!

=Y

IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR A PLACE THAT REALLY RESPECT!
CAMELS - YOU SHOULD TRY "MAALE GAMLA!"

7

IEEM.I.T «..| MEAN, SURE, YERUSHALAYIM'S THE HOLY OF HOLIES,
THAT'S A FIRST... BUT IT'S NO PLACE FOR A CAMEL TO FIT IN, BELIEVE ME!

FOUNDED IN... | MEAN, WL BE FOUNDED IN 1979,
THE MOSHAY I5 - WILL BE - SITUATED HALFWAY UP
THE INCLINE TO THE GOLAN HEIGHTS, OVERLOOKING
THE KINMERET!

LESS COMPLAINING, MORE FILMING, IF YOU
DONT MIND. 1"M JUST GETTING TO THE

N POINT...

SURRDUNDED BY NOT ONLY BREATHTAKING
BEAUTY, BUT ALSO BY REMAINS OF MANY
TALMUDIC-AGE SYNAGOGUES!

...BUT BECAUSE OF THE NAME! IT'S FI?!;, YOU'RE UNIMPRESSED BECAUSE
HAMED AFTER "ANCIENT GAMLA", A THE SAME (AN BE SAID FOR "HAR
JEWISH TOWN FROM THE SECOND TEMPLE GAMAL " (MOUNT CAMEL),
ERA THAT FELL IN THE GREAT NEXT TO KARMIEL?
JEWISH REVOLT AGAINST THE ROMANS... FINE, BE LIKE THAT!

' ...50 CALLED BECAUSE THE MOUNTAIN
RIDGE REMINDED THEM OF A CAMEL'S
: HUMP! -
C_GETIT?!

AVOCADOS, HONEY-BEEHIVES, OR
SUBTROPICAL PLANTPOT TREES THEY GROW -
ALL VERY INTRIGUING FOR A CAMEL,

L I'M SURE...

" OK, DUDE, NICE TRY.
GUESS YOU SHOULD NEVER
WORK WITH ANIMALS, EH?

YES, | SUPPOSE... N, THAT'S A RELIEF. ALL ﬁ OH BUT NOW THAT WE'RE HERE, [ OKAY, SISTERS... \ ( I'VE SEEN A |
WELL, WE'VE YOUR TALK OF “MAKING AN MAYBE | COULD JUST DROP A SOMETHING MILLIOH
REACHED THE WELL || IMPRESSION” AND SINGING QUICK, MUSICAL HINT THAT SERIOUSLY WEIRD || CAMELS IN

WHERE ALL THE LOCAL || fAMELS AND “ATTRACTING THE CAMELS HERE MIGHT ABOUT THAT GUY MY LIFE,
WOMEN COME TO DRAW ATTENTION" ALSO NEED A DRINK...? THERE WITH THE BUT NEVER
WATER FROM... STARTED T0 GET ME... LONG BEARD'S OHE THAT

. WE MIGHT AS WELL TEN CAMELS... /) SINGS...

WATCH...

O, DUDE! YOU DON'T KNOW
WHICH OF THE GIRLS HERE IS THE
RIGHT ONE! BESIDES, THIS IS
RIVEA IMMEINU WE'RE TALKING
ABOUT! SHE REALLY DOESN'T
NEED AHY OF YOURS HINTS...!

LET ALONE
“HEY NINNY
"7, WD) N0y




TORAH 4 TEENS

BY TEENS

Rose Schwartz

Gush Etzion
L2 Chapter Director
Fighting for our Values

In parshat Chayei Sarah, before sending
her off to marry Yitzchak, Lavan gives his
sister Rachel a bracha. He says:

PRIV WY NR W W) 1227°09K7 2N DR NN

Our sister, be the mother of thousands
of ten thousands and may your offspring
inherit the gate of their enemies. (24:60)

On this pasuk, Rashi asks why did Lavan
not give Rivka a bracha that she should have
no enemies at all? Rashi answers that having
no enemies may not necessarily be a good
sign. People who have and hold something of
value are people who generally have enemies.

Lavan gives a bracha to Rivka that she
should merit in having many descendants
come from her who live rich lives filled with
meaning and success knowing that it would
bring upon them enemies. In that, he gives
her a bracha that her descents should have
the strength to overcome their enemies, and
that their criticisms should be to no avail.

As Jews living in our homeland of Israel, we
have built lives for ourselves full of Torah- lives
full of happiness and success through our con-
stant striving to create lives of Torah values.

We have enemies because as a people our
lives are intertwined with the source of our
great value, the Torah. May Am Yisrael have
the strength and fortitude to overcome our
62 TORAH TIDBITS 1539 / CHAYEI SARA
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enemies, and may we return to building
rich lives steeped in Torah values.

)

[lana Weinberg

11th grade, Efrat
Learning From
Avraham Avinu

The beginning of Parshat N7 »n is dedi-
cated to Sarah Emainu. Everything that is
being done is in the name of Sarah. We read
in the first aliyah and the beginning of sec-
ond aliyah how Avraham looks for the best
place to bury Sarah. Then there is the nego-
tiations to purchase the land and it ends off
with him buying the land and burying her.

Avraham did all this after mourning
the loss of his wife as we see in the end of
Pasuk 2 and the beginning of Pasuk 3
“DNMAR DR ;M2 1IWH To0Y DNIAR K12

We learn from Avraham that even after
we lose so much, we need to get up and do.
Doing is part of the healing process.

In recent times, we as a nation have lost
so much! We lost valuable people. People
have lost their loved ones. Others have
lost their homes and everything they had.
We are all mourning that loss. This loss is
only bringing us closer together. A feeling
we haven’t felt in a long time. Not that
long ago, we felt the separation between
us and now we see everyone going out of
their way for others. Whether it is in dona-
tions, helping our soldiers, sending notes,
food, gear, etc., hosting families and keep-
ing them company... We are all working



together as a united nation. Everything we
are doing now is dedicated to all those we

are mourning and lost.

We need to take Avraham’s strength and
learn from him how to move forward. We
need to continue building an even stronger
nation. What the future holds for us is greater
than anything we have been used to and we

can only face it as a strong nation, together.
B !7720) DYW N2W PN YR DY

Choose from
a variety of
curtains &
blinds in the

comfort of
your home

A Community Forum
Wednesday November 15th, 7:30pm
Address by: Rabbi Dr. Alex Mondrow
GUIDANCE & SUPPORT
FOR CHALLENGING TIMES
Shir Hadash, 1Yakov Rubin Street Jerusalem

Sponsored by the Kehillot of:
Migdal HaShoshanim, Ohel Nehama & Shir Hadash

e Curtains & draperies

e Designer curtains

e Venetian & Woven wood blinds

e Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman &
Pleated shades

: = & Amazing Drapes are the wle
Call Jue Stepsky for a free consultation  impeer of Ahiey wid: o lsael
_____ -

052 5988 889 B

www.ashleywilde.co.il

Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “American style” Care
Conveniently located at
Refa Na Medical Center, Givat Shaul, Jerusalem

052-713-2224
Now also seeing patients at the 02_970_1100

LaBriut Health Center in RBS

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

New on the Market in Rechavia!

Ground floor completely accessible, spacious & airy,
4 rooms, 10m mirpeset, parking, tons of potential,

2 entrances so the 3rd bedroom can be used as a
clinic /office or studio unit. 4.17m NIS

Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim
Spacious 4.5 rooms, 100m with a 9m Sukka mirpeset,

one floor up, good shape, 4 exposures, newly renovated
bathrooms. 3.37m NIS

For Rentin Rechavia
2 rooms on Rashba street, good shape, 1 floor up,
spacious, small building, mirpeset, 5400/month NIS

w719
Polishing &
renewing of decks

Cleaning of
offices and Shuls

www.talclean.co.il

nJan "p

'MW 1Py

Carpet cleaning

nioo 1Py

Sofa cleaning

S -

-

050-4455975

OTAL

=== CLEAN
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UNITED

WE STAND

Dear OU Israel Family,

To view the updated schedule of all OU Israel Virtual Programs, please visit

https://www.ouisrael.org/program/chizuk/ s

In addition to a series of one-time special virtual events, we are
offering two daily chizuk Zoom sessions. These daily opportunities
to come together virtually feature words of chizuk and perspective
from QU Israel faculty members as well as the opportunity to recite
Tehilim together virtually.

1. DAILY MORNING CHIZUK ZOOM SESSIONS
SUN.-THURS. @ 10:30 AM

Zoom details for morning sessions:
https:/bit.ly/OU-Morning-Chizuk

2. DAILY AFTERNOON CHIZUK ZOOM SESSIONS
SUN. -THURS. @ 5:00 PM

Zoom details for morning sessions:

https://bit ly/OU-Afternoon-Chizuk

May HaKadosh Baruch Hu watch over and protect our chayalim, all
those in harm's way, and all of Am Yisrael.

STUART HERSHKOWITZ RABBI AVI BERMAN RABBI SAM SHOR

President, OU Israel Executive Director, OU Israel Program Director, OU Israel Center

@THEOUISRAEL u @ !]
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