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"Thus, you should say to my lord, Eisav, thus says your servant Yaakov, | have dwelt with Lavan and stayed until now" (32:5)
Rashi asks what does "dwelt with Lavan" mean in his message to Eisav?

He explains that the word "Garti"- "dwell" in numerical value is 613, to imply that Yaakov had dwelt with the evil Lavan,
only in the physical manner but Yaakov did not allow Lavan's corrupt ways to influence him. On the contrary, he continues
to observe the 613 commands of the Torah.

Rabbi Meir Shapiro (Lublin 1887-1933) explains the words of Rashi a little differently. Yaakov said that he dwelt with
Lavan and continued to observe the 613 Mitzvot, however, he never achieved the enthusiasm and dedication to fulfill
the mitzvot with the same exuberance as Lavan committed his destructive behavior. This is what Yaakov confessed to
Eisav to calm his fears.

May we learn to perform our Mitzvot with stronger fervor and devotion then the wicked which commit their evil.
Shabbat Shalom
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

Every Shabbat afternoon since the begin-
ning of the war I have been going to shul
with my son Mordechai Tzemach and my
daughters Tzofia Chana and Moriah to say
Tehillim for the safety and success of our
soldiers, for the return of our hostages,
and for the refuah sheleima of the many
thousands in Israel who
have been injured. We
pray for Klal Yisrael to
be strong during these
difficult times. Like
so many others, my
family is also focusing
our chesed and prayers
during these times. I
don’t discuss with them
the full extent of what
happened and what
is going on, but they
know that Israel is at |
war. I have to tell you,
it is such a beautiful
thing to see when your
children feel that they have a place, a role
to play, in this battle, through the recitation
of Tehillim and connecting to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu as individuals, as a family, and
as part of a community.

Condolences to

Dr. & Mrs. Dan Jacobson and family
on the passing of his father

HOWARD z”1

DY I8 YAR INYTINA DINK DN DIPNT
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In this week’s parsha we know that Yaakov
prepared for his battle with Eisav tactically,
with gifts, and with tefilah. In previous week’s
I have written about the army and volunteers.
This week I want to focus on tefilah.

Too often, we get caught up in what we
have to do. A parent might say to their

§ child, “We have to light
the Shabbat candles!”
A student might ask
their teacher, “What
bracha do 1 have to
say on this food?” It’s
only natural, but it’s
important to recognize
that it is happening in
the first place. Prayer
and brachot often get
the hardest hit in this.
-~ When youre asked
o pray three times a
day, with a set text, it is
. difficult to muster feel-
ing and passion day in and day out. This
is really unfortunate, because tefilah and
brachot are a way for all Jews to connect
with their Creator at any given moment.
The simple act of eating an apple gives
me a chance to talk to the Creator of the
world. Even when I leave the bathroom, I
connect and thank G-d. But when we for-
get that purpose, and allow it to become a
passionless routine, it is sad. How do we
break out of an automatic, mechanized
Judaism? How do we stop ourselves from

T



feeling like we have to, and instead feel like
we want to?

The answer, I believe, is remembering that
there are times where we really feel tefilah,
when it’s easy to have kavannah. A person
driving through a dangerous area and reciting
Tefilat Haderech will really mean it, with prob-
ably a lot more feeling than when he or she
recited the morning prayer, “Hanoten le’sechvi
vinah,” “Who gives the rooster understanding.”
In times of celebration, it is easy to say “Hodu
Lashem Ki Tov,” “Let’s give thanks to G-d, that
He is good.” What we need to do is grab hold of
when we really felt the tefillot and the brachot,
and keep that feeling even when the events
that inspired it are in the long-past.

An example of this for me is a bracha 1
have said for a long time, every day, but
never had as much kavannah as I do now-
adays: the bracha of Matir Asurim (“Who
releases the imprisoned”). For nearly
two months, I have said this bracha with
unbelievable kavannah. 1 pray deeply for
the return of our families, of our friends,
nearly 240 people cruelly kidnapped and
held without regard for age, illness, or any
other factor - Hamas terrorists only cared
that they were Jewish. Knowing that our
brothers and sisters are probably in one of
the worst places on earth... It’s difficult to
imagine. I can only pray.

When some of the hostages were freed
this past week, new meaning was infused in
my bracha. I said it and I meant it. G-d truly
does release the imprisoned. I know some
people were for the deal and some against it,
but whose heart does not shake with joy and
happiness watching a freed child run into the
arms of her father and mother? Of an elderly
grandmother slowly and steadily walk toward

her family with open arms? I know what I felt
was just endless joy. Yes, I say this bracha of
matir asurim so much stronger now.

It is important to remember that our
brothers and sisters taken captive in Gaza
are really representing us, the Jewish peo-
ple. If it were up to Hamas, the seven mil-
lion Jews of Israel would have been taken.
They didn’t kidnap anyone because of their
name or the size of their bank account.
They kidnapped them because they were
Jewish. Whether you think that the hos-
tages should only have been returned
through military means, or you think it
should be done through agreements and
deals, we must realize it is up to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, and that we must rely on Him
for any return to be successful. Baruch
Hashem, we get to see once again how our
prayers are working.

Another bracha that I have been saying
with new meaning these past seven weeks
has been another of the morning hlessings,
“pokeach ivrim,” “who opens the eyes of
the blind.” Seven weeks ago, our eyes were
closed. We were blind. We are all asking each
other now, how could we not have seen what
was about to happen? How did we allow it to
fester for so long without seeing what it was
becoming? And the reality is that sometimes

In Loving Memory of

Louis Denkberg 5
57 93237 D02 1IN 1212 NPYON
Husband, father, grandfather
and great-grandfather
on his 6th yahrzeit
He is greatly missed - 9192 192t *9?
The Denkberg and Bar-Lev families
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G-d gives us the ability to see, but we don’t
pay attention - we don’t really have the ability
to see. A few weeks ago, we read in the Torah
about how Hagar and Yishmael were dying of
thirst in the desert, and Hagar cried out. Sud-
denly, the Torah tells us, she opened her eyes
and she saw a well. G-d didn’t make a well.
He simply opened her eyes to see what was
already there. Pokeach Ivrim means to pray
to G-d that He open all of our eyes so that we
are not blind. So that we can defend ourselves
and protect ourselves from the evil forces out
there that seek our destruction.

Another bracha - “Hanoten leyaef koach,”
“Who gives strength to the weary.” So many
of our soldiers, our leaders, and security per-
sonnel, are working countless hours, sleepless
nights, to protect us and fight for us. Please
give us the koach, the strength, even though
we are tired, to continue moving forward.

All of these brachot we say every single
morning have taken on a new and unique
perspective during these times. I shared with
you some of my perspectives, but I am sure
that each of you have your own insights and
connections to the prayers. What we need to
do is share these ideas and keep this mean-
ing with us beyond these weeks and months
we are living through, and our tefillot will not
be rote and routine, but vibrant with feeling
and passion, for all of our needs and for all of
Klal Yisrael. With G-d’s help, our brachot and
tefillot will be answered and we will be able
to overcome them.

Wishing you an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat, o
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel =
aberman@ouisrael.org “
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» Sealing solutions
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* Roof coating

» Waterproofing, pools, parches,
stone walls, tiled roofs

» High standerd interior -
exterior painting —f==

* Licensed & insured

Mildew
expert

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com
www.freshcoatpainters.co.il

052-840-5660

MA XIBOX
Storage

Your place for extra space

053-7272-815

LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
+ No longer want?
+ No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?

I can guarantee that if you qualify with the
underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE and FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST for OLDER ADULTS

* Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
« Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
* Increase Strength! Stay Independent!

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER

052.673.3704 | www.andyhealth.com | jer
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AM YISRAEL CHAI

We continue to pray for the safety
and quick return of our soldiers, the
injured, and the hostages being held

in captivity.
bn 78 OV

Brand New On The Market! Turnkey 94 SQM APT. 3
bedrooms, potential for Tama 38(Reg. Garden)! high-end
finishes, bright and airy, spacious! Asking: 4.580 NIS

Priced To Sell! Renovated 109 SQM apl. 3 bedrooms,
2.5 bathrooms, 23 SQM balcony, parking, storage,
shabbat elevator, modemn building. Asking: 2,680,000 NIS

Brand New On The Market! New Building Post Tama
38! Spacious 100 SQM, fully renovated, Currently 5
rooms, brand new plumbing & electric, private parking,
accessible, balcony, excellent location! Asking: 4.2m NIS

In the best vacation spot in Jerusalem! Spacious 85
SQM, 10 SQM succah balcony, 2 rooms, 2 bathrooms,
private parking and storage, building elevator. Prime

location just outside of Mamilla. Asking: 5,000,000 NIS

In a New & Modern Building. Spacious 125 SQM, 3
beds, 2.5 baths, 60 SQM succah balcony +10 SQM
baleony, 2 parking spots, fully accessible, high-end
finishes, amazing location! Contact for more information
Elazar

Yehudit, Elazar

Tremendous 397 SQM free standing house in the
charming Elazar Yeshuv. 650 SQM lot, 12 rooms, wrap-
around garden, parking, Jacuzzi, central air and mare!

' 'E‘ Yaniv: 052.614.1442 |L
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amazing job!

Nothing matters to us more than a
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

sssﬂlmcs

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we’'ll match it.

Send your plans for -
free design today.

Call/Whatsapp 02-628-8282
or email us at info@tzviair.com = i




The Weekly Podcast atyg
R v Ashkelon Sea-Front
SAY ABOUT....? Properties

Now is the time to seriously consider

buying a sea-front property in
Ashkelon. Gaza will soon no longer be
a threat and prices will soar. We have
the largest stock of new and second-
hand properties at the best prices.

Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel TiY PRI FPR NIpAX 7 MK 170 %
will discuss each week an issue about the DRI 7OR2 21001 DTy o°pa upe
war that people are asking about. Each A0 279 R
topic has a S-minute abridged version & “For this is what the Lord Almighty, the G-d
full 30-minute podcast. of Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards
will again be bought in this land.”
This Week’s Podcast: Jeremiah 32:15

Gun Control by Civilians in
the Diaspora & Israel
You can find the podcast on Apple,
Spotify or Yutorah.org
For questions, write

whatdoesjudaismsayabout@gmail.com

Ashke._.on Properties
LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

—-—1'5': Iﬁ nmaJownn
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) The Leak Detectives
BAKA - stunning 3 story house on Experts in non-invasive leak detection

a quiet & pastoral cul-de-sac,
very high-end designed, swimming-pool,

large wrap around garden, parking Water Leaks? Mold and Mildew?
Pecling ar Bubbling Pelnt?

BAKA | MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd * Infrared Thermal Imaging Inspections

floor + elevator, renovated by architect, * Certified Professional Trained Inspectors
fireplace, air conditioning, very central, + Comprehensive Reports
close to all amenities = Inspections for Insurance Claims
2950000 NIS - MENDEL 052-8980111 . lIIIIIIﬂB Testing, 1 More
-

In the heart of the MOSHAVA in a boutique
building - New, 4 room apartment, 100m,
3rd floor + elevator, Sukkah balcony,
parking, suitable for disabled

4500000 NIS - MENDEL 052-8980111

ARNONA - 3 rooms that will be
transformed into 90m., 3rd floor with
elevator, store-room, parking

ONLY 2520000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY

RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

PARSHAT VAYISHLACH

Yaakov’s challenges never seem to end.
He returns to the Land of Israel. He is
fearful of a confrontation with Esav. He
prepares by dividing his entourage. A man
fights him through the night, changing his
name to Israel from Yaakov at dawn. Yaa-
kov sends gifts to Esav to appease him. Esav
runs, hugs Yaakov, kisses him and cries.
Yaakov spurns Esav’s request that they set-
tle together. Dina is raped by Shechem in
Shechem. Shimon and Levi kill the men of
the city. Yaakov arrives at Beit El, the place
of his ladder dream and builds an altar.
Rachel dies giving birth to Binyamin. Reu-
ven lies with Bilha. Yaakov is reunited with
Yitzchak. Esav’s lineage is outlined.

Yaakov’s life is one of travail. Esav
wanted to kill him; he fled for his life. The
time with Lavan was full of hard work
and deception. He fights with an angel.
On his return home, he never reunites
with his mother Rivka. He avoids con-
frontation with Esav. Dina is raped. The
city of Shechem is slaughtered. His dear
wife Rachel dies in childbirth. And next
week Yosef gets sold. We well understand
Chazal’s comment at the beginning of next
week’s parsha that Yaakov just sought
some peace and quiet.

%‘ 1ST ALIYA (32:4-13)

I\ ‘ Yaakov sends messengers to
Esav: Tell Esav that his servant
10 TORAH TIDBITS 1542 / VAYISHLACH

Yaakov has been with Lavan. We have
much flock. Word comes back that Esav is
approaching with 400 men. Yaakov is afraid;
splits his entourage, so at least half will sur-
vive. And he prays: While I am undeserving,
You promised that my progeny would be
numerous.

Yaakov does not know what to expect
from Esav. Last we heard Esav wanted to
kill Yaakov. Yaakov does not know if he
still does. Because, there is a crucial lacuna
in our story. Way back when Yaakov stole
the blessing from Esav, Esav vowed to kill
Yaakov. Rivka warned Yaakov to flee. But
she also promised him that she would send
word when the coast was clear, when Esav
no longer sought to kill Yaakov (27:45).
But she never did send word. Where’s his
mother Rivka? The one who loved him?
Yaakov never got word from her that it was
safe to return. Now, he did get assurance
from G-d to return and that He would be
with him. But does that mean Esav still
wants to kill him, but that G-d will be with
him and protect him? Or that Esav has
given up his anger?

"‘ 2ND ALIYA (32:14-30)
k" Yaakov prepares gifts of his live-

stock for Esav with the message:
from your servant Yaakov. A man fights
Yaakov overnight, wounding his thigh. At
dawn the man tells him his name is Yisrael,
for he fought G-d and man and prevailed.
Yaakov does not know if Esav harbors
murderous intent. If he does, Yaakov



attempts to appease him with gifts. Why
does he think livestock gifts with a gift card
attached, “from your servant Yaakov” will
cool Esav’s murderous intent?

Esav wanted to kill Yaakov because
Yaakov stole the bracha. What was that
bracha? (27:28-29) “G-d will give you of
the fat of the land, much grain and wine.
And you will rule: your brother will bow to
you.” A 3 part bracha: agricultural success,
political power and dominance over your
brother. Yaakov is telling Esav not to get
too worked up about the bracha. Because
it never came true. I have no agricultural
success, no power and no dominance
over you. All I have are animals. No land.
Certainly, no fat of the land. And power? I
have been a migrant worker with Lavan.
And who is bowing to whom? “From your
servant Yaakov”. 3 strikes — no fat of the
land, no power, and you are the master,
not me. So, no need to fuss over a bracha
that was a blank.

‘}‘ 3RD ALIYA (32:31-33:5)
K" Yaakov wakes with a limp,

hence the prohibition of eat-
ing the sciatic nerve. He sees Esav. Divides
his family. Esav runs to him, hugs, kisses
and cries.

Yaakov must have sighed a sigh of relief.
When he heard that Esav was coming with
400 men, he was convinced Esav still sought
to kill him - otherwise, why the brigade?
And, I never got word from Mom that Esav
doesn’t want to kill me. And then Esav ran,
hugged, kissed and cried. What a relief.

What changed Esav’s mind? Let’s leave
Yaakov’s shoes. And jump into Esav’s.
Rivka never sent word of Esav’s change of
heart because he didn’t have one. He has

fermafn Properties Ltd.
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every intention to kill Yaakov. Brings his
army. But now he has a change of heart.
Why? Perhaps he was convinced by Yaa-
kov that the bracha was a dud and so noth-
ing to get worked up about. But the Torah
seems silent on this crucial flip.

Why doesn’t it tell us why Esav changed
his mind, gave up his intent to kill Yaakov
and hugs him instead?

This leads the Midrash to question the
sincerity of Esav’s hugs and kisses. In our
written Torah there are dots over each let-
ter of Esav’s kisses. This is a way of saying —
take note, there is more than meets the eye
in these kisses. Perhaps these Kkisses are
fleeting; the murderous intent still lurking.

’}‘ 4TH ALIYA (33:6-20)
./k\“ Esav is urged to accept Yaa-

kov’s gifts. Esav offers that they
live in brotherhood. Yaakov demurs, send-
ing Esav ahead, hinting he will catch up. He
turns instead toward the Land of Israel. He
dwells in Sukkot and then in Shechem. He
builds an altar and calls in the name of G-d.

Yaakov’s insistence on a complete sep-
aration from Esav could support the view
that Esav’s kisses were insincere. Yaakov
saw through the facade and hence wanted
a complete separation.

And while Yaakov may have tried to
convince Esav that the bracha of Yitzchak
did not come to be, he does not believe
that himself. He is convinced he is the heir
to the Jewish legacy. He goes to Shechem
and builds an altar. Why doesn’t he go
immediately to Beit E1? Didn’t he make a
vow when he had the dream with the lad-
der that he would return to that spot? And
why didn’t he immediately reunite with his
mother and father? Why go to Shechem
12 TORAH TIDBITS 1542 / VAYISHLACH

and not Beit El or Chevron?

He is following in Avraham’s footsteps —
literally. Avraham journeyed from Charan;
first stop in the land of Israel was Shechem,
where he built an altar. Yaakov has just
journeyed from Charan to the land of
Israel, stopping first at Shechem and build-
ing an altar. He sees himself clearly as the
heir of Avraham, walking in his footsteps.

”/‘ 5TH ALIYA (34:1-35:11)
K" Dina is raped by Shechem in

Shechem. The brothers claim
they will only ally with people who are
circumcised. While the men are recover-
ing Shimon and Levi kill them all. Yaakov
is upset. But they counter; “can they make
our sister a harlot?” G-d tells Yaakov to go
to Beit El and make the promised altar.
He does. G-d appears to him and tells him
his name is Yisrael not Yaakov. And that
nations and Kings will come from him.

The story of the rape of Dina is the first
story of the next generation. And the
brother’s rhetorical comment will be a
clarion for the rest of the book — not what
they said but what they implied. “Can they
make our sister a harlot?” meaning, and
we, her brothers stand idly by? No. We
stand up for our siblings. Thus begins the
rest of the book — brothers standing up
for brothers. And while they stand up for
Dina, they fail to stand up for Yosef.

Yaakov’s reaction to the slaughter of
Shechem is also instructive. He criticizes
the violence for it will impede good rela-
tions with the people of the Land. Yaakov
may think that the Divine promise of
the Land is about to unfold in his time.
A promise was made to Avraham at the
Brit bein Habetarim: your children will



be strangers in a foreign land, enslaved,
oppressed and only after a long time will
return here. Yaakov was kind of a slave in
a foreign land, was oppressed there — per-
haps then the promise of the Land was to
unfold in his time. And for that, bad rela-
tions with the people are a bad thing.

"‘ 6TH ALIYA (35:12-36:19)

k\ ‘ G-d affirms the promise of
the Land to Yaakov. Yaakov

builds altars, traveling south. Rachel dies
while giving birth to Binyamin. Reuven
lies with Bilha. Yaakov goes to Chevron, to
Yitzchak. Yitzchak dies at age 180, buried
by Esav and Yaakov.

Yaakov continues walking in Avraham’s
footsteps, traveling south and building
altars. But Yaakov’s life differs, tragically,
from Avraham and Yitzchak. He proceeds
without Rachel, his dear wife. Women
have played a dominant role until here.
Rachel’s death deprives Yaakov of the wise
feminine voice that Avraham had with
Sarah and Yitzchak had with Rivka. Would
Yosef have had that special coat had Yaa-
kov had Rachel’s counsel?

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (36:20-43)
k" Esav’s descendants are enu-

merated: nations and kings.

As with Yishmael, Esav’s family is detailed.
This is the end of the story of who is in the
Jewish people and who out. The rest of the
Torah is the story of Yaakov and his family,
all of whom are the Jewish people.

OVADIAH 1:1-21

This week’s Haftorah taken from the
book of Ovadiah describes the punishment
that will ultimately be brought upon Edom,

the descendant of Esav. This theme relates
directly to Esav's conflict with Yaakov
which is highlighted in the Torah reading.

The navi Ovadiah is a convert to Juda-
ism and had his own roots in the Edomite
people. The Edomites did not offer to help
Judea when they were attacked by the Bab-
yloninans. Many years later the Edomites,
who are associated with the Roman Empire,
were responsible for destroying the Second
Beit Hamikdash and caused untold suffer-
ing and pain upon the Jewish nation.

Although the Roman Empire was one of
the most formidable and powerful nations
to rule the world, the prophet of Israel
reveals the following: “The house of Yaa-
kov shall be fire and the house of Yosef a
flame, and the house of Esav shall become
stubble, and they shall ignite them and
consume them...”.

The Haftorah then describes the division
of Esav’s land amongst the returning exiles.
This memorable haftorah ends with the
well known verse: “And saviors shall ascend
Mount Zion to judge the mountain of Esav,
and the Lord shall have the kingdom.”

8th of 54 sedras; 8th of 12 in Bereishit.
Written on 237 lines; rank 11th.

9 Parshiot - 6 Petuchot; 3 Stumot.

153 pesukim - 4th (1st in Bereshit),

tied with Noach, but more words and letters.
1976 words - 6th (4th in Bereshit).

7458 letters - 6th (4th in Bereishit).

S e
’k\’ MITZVOT

One mitzvah in Vayishlach, one of 3 in the book of
Bereshit. The only prohibition of the Torah's 365 in
Bereshit - Gid HaNasheh.

OU ISRAEL CENTER 13



HELPING

OUR SOLDIERS/
ASSISTING
THE NEEDY

Ty e
YESH EZRA

Chanuka's coming!
Lighten up their lives!

www.Yeshezra.org

Bank transfer: Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843

(Send Asmachta for tax receipt)
Checks: "Yesh Ezra," POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem

Credit Card: Sara — 077-820-0196.
Sun/Mon/Wed (10:15am-2.45 pm)

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff

050-570-1067
menpmp@gmail.com

ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
L} ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:

IN THE HEART OF TALBIA (MARCUS ST)
Very large 4-room apt., 119Sq.m., originally
5-rooms, 1st floor, elevator, Succah, green
surroundings, private parking, storage, near
Jerusalem Theatre, synagogues, major hotels
and more. Exclusive Liora 053 4303079

GERMAN COLONY
One of a Kind! Beautiful, sunny,
fully renovated 5 rooms, 133sq.m, in historic
building, high ceilings, galleries in bedrooms.
Exclusive! Anita 053 6318355

FOR RENT: IN THE HEART OF TALBIA
(SHALOM ALEICHEM ST)

Large 3-room apt., 1st floor, lovely terrace,
green surroundings, optionally furnished,
near synagogues, major hotels & more.
Exclusive! Amira 053 4295244

3 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem
0778038511

JT

3 STRAUSS STREET, JERUSALEM | PHONE 02-380-3060 | OFFICE@JTC.ORG.IL

14 TORAH TIDBITS 1542 / VAYISHLACH

Come in.
Let’s talk.

The Jerusalem
Therapy Center
Now Open

Quality and affordable care given
by compassionate and
knowledgeable therapists.

Mental health therapy especially
designed for English-speaking
adults, including gap-year students,
new olim and lone soldiers.

JERUSALEM | i
THERAPY CENTER | %




Grief Counseling

for recent or past losses and
reactivated grief triggered by current crisis
telephone or zoom meetings available
Dr. Batya Cohen.
Certified Grief Educator and Columbia R call or Eﬂ?ml: :
054-847-1572 betty.cohen123@gmail.com

University-trained psychotherapist

"MIWI 11 [1012Y W.ewensohn Raz & Co

[V ' T 'Y TIWD Law Offices & Notary ‘l

Estates, Probate, Real Estate Tama 38 and Renovation

Oded . ., . .
el and Inheritances* | Transactions Construction Projects Moshe Raz,
¥ Adv. & Notary

Adv&Now@y s Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il

F / 1898 r . 2023

THE FURNITURE DOCTOR

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND REPAIRS SINCE 1898

125th YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Israel's LEADING and MOST TRUSTED Furniture Repair Company

May Hashem protect our men & women serving to defend our Country
& the people of Israel & safely bring home all of the hostages

- PROFESSIONAL GLUING for all your loose & shaky wood furniture + 5-year guarantee
. EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR

. SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Brand new seat made to replace broken wooden seat

. CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT

- LEG TIPS for quieter chairs and helps to prevent water damage to the legs

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk RESTORE YOUR FU RNlTU RE TO HEALTH kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il
Phone: 02-999-2418 WhatsApp: 058 787 3755

OU ISRAEL CENTER 15



You don’t hear much about them, and
sometimes you don’t even know their
names. But they are the true heroes and
heroines in our lives and in our times.

As Thope to demonstrate, it was also true
in biblical times that very important char-
acters in the narrative are hardly men-
tioned, perhaps only hinted at.

I first became interested in this phenom-
enon shortly after the events of September
11, 2001. I was listening to one of my favor-
ite radio talk shows while driving. The
guest was a professor of sociology who was
insisting, much to the chagrin of the talk
show host, that the firemen who lost their
lives saving others at the World Trade Cen-
ter were not true heroes.

He maintained that a true hero does some-
thing very unusual, something neither he nor
anyone else typically does. These firemen, he
argued, were simply doing their duty. They
showed up to work in the morning, went
through their usual routine, and responded to
this assignment as part of their job.

The announcer was horrified by this pro-
fessor’s opinion and pronounced it a typi-
cal example of “academic snobbery”. My
gut reaction was identical to the announc-
er’s horror. Of course, those firemen were

16 TORAH TIDBITS 1542 / VAYISHLACH

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

heroes, great heroes. And they were heroes
by virtue of the very fact that they car-
ried out their life-saving duties with such
astounding courage.

Continuing to drive, I began to reflect
upon the question of the definition of
“hero” in the Jewish tradition. From the
Jewish perspective, is a hero some kind of
Superman who behaves in some extraor-
dinarily dramatic fashion? Or is the true
hero the person who, day in and day out,
does what is expected of him in a faithful
and diligent manner, humbly and anony-
mously, never making the headlines?

My research soon convinced me that the
latter definition was the accurate one from
a Jewish point of view. He or she, who duti-
fully and loyally does his or her job, be it in
the mundane or the sacred sphere, is the
true hero or heroine.

As an example, let me introduce you to a per-
sonage who is mentioned in this week’s Torah
portion, Vayishlach, although even if you read
the portion carefully, you may not have noticed
her name. Her name was Deborah.

Open your Bible with me and turn to Gen-
esis 35:8. Jacob, his wives, and their many
children have returned to the Land of Israel.
They have reached Bethel, Jacob’s original
starting point. Jacob erected an altar there.

And then we read: “And Deborah, Rebecca’s
nurse, died and she was buried... under the
oak, and it was called the ‘Oak of Tears.”

Who was this woman, never mentioned



by name before? Why did her demise evoke
such grief? Why is she important enough to
“make it” into the biblical narrative?

Now turn back a few pages with me to Gen-
esis 24:59. Here we read that when Rebecca
left her birthplace to journey to the Land of
Israel and marry Isaac, she took her nurse
with her. A nurse with no name, whom we
know nothing about until we learn of her
death in this week’s Torah portion.

Our rabbis speculate that nurse Deborah
was a major part of the entire epic drama of
Rebecca’s life with Isaac and Jacob. They sug-
gest that she was the one sent by Rebecca to
retrieve Jacob from his long exile.

Our rabbis tell us, too, that she was nurse
to Rebecca’s many grandchildren who shed
those many tears under the old oak tree.

Jewish mystical sources even aver that
nurse Deborah was reincarnated into the
much later Deborah, who was a Judge and
Prophet in Israel!

Deborah is an excellent example of some-
one who “just did her job”, regularly and
consistently, and who had an impact upon
three generations of major biblical charac-
ters, including a matriarch, two patriarchs,
and the forbearers of the 12 tribes.

She exemplifies the type of person that the
Talmud refers to when it asks: “Who deserves
a place in the world to come,” and answers:
“He who slips in silently and slips out silently.”

Rabbi Akiva, one of the great Jewish heroes
and sages, taught us a similar lesson. At a
critical juncture in his life, he was inspired
by the fact that a stone is impenetrable by
ordinary means. But when a gentle water-
fall drips upon stone for hundreds of years,
it succeeds in boring a hole in stone. Quiet
consistency and persistence are the true

EYEWORLD STANDS WITH
OUR BRAVE SOLDIERS!
n7NR OV

; EYE'%
WORLD 'f\

Excalencs in eare
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ARNONA/TALPIOT -
Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A

RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar]
(02) 674-3888

ingredients of heroism and strength.

In the Bible, as in all of life, there are
major figures who work behind the scenes
but who are indispensable to the important
events of history. They are unheralded and
often anonymous. They are real heroes too.

In the words of the poet John Keats, they
are the children “of silence and slow time”.
They help us see the truth in that poet’s
exquisite words:

“Heard melodies are sweet, but those
unheard

Are sweeter.”

(U)
¥ The entire OU Israel family ¥
wishes Mazal Tov to our dear friends and teacher
Rav Shai & Rabbanit Bilha Finkelstein
and family on the recent wedding of their
daughter Edya to Ari Ershler
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi nYy%
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1

mMnwl n»yH
17V 907 PNY’ N2 YN 279 PR 12 IRV N7V TR TIT HRIW N2 DT WK 2Py’ 12 ONID

Collective Responsibility

By any standards it was a shocking epi-
sode. Jacob had settled on the outskirts of
the town of Shechem, ruled by Hamor. Dina,
Jacob’s daughter, goes out to see the town.
Shechem, Hamor’s son, sees her, abducts and
rapes her, and then falls in love with her and
wants to marry her. He begs his father, “Take
this girl as a wife for me” (Gen. 34:4).

Jacob hears about this and keeps quiet,
but his sons are furious. She must be res-
cued, and the people must be punished.
Hamor and his son come to visit the family
and ask them to give consent to the mar-
riage. Jacob’s sons pretend to take the offer
seriously. We will settle among you, they
say, and intermarry, on condition that all
your males are circumcised. Hamor and
Shechem bring back the proposal to the
people of the town, who agree.

On the third day after the circumcision,
when the pain is at its height and the men
incapacitated, Simon and Levi, Dina’s
brothers, enter the town and kill every sin-
gle male (Gen. 34:26).

It was a terrible retribution. Jacob
rebukes his sons:
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“You have brought trouble on me - you
have made me odious to the inhabitants
of the land, the Canaanites and Perizzites.
I am few in number, and if they join forces
and attack me, I and my household will be
destroyed.” Gen. 34:30

But Simon and Levi reply:

“Should he have treated our sister like a
prostitute?” Gen. 34:31

There is a hint in the text that Simon and
Levi were justified in what they did. Unusually
the Torah adds, three times, an authorial com-
ment on the moral gravity of the situation:

Yaakov’s sons, having heard what had

May the Torah learning
in this issue of Torah Tidbits

be NNWI "D2yY our beloved

Sharon Horowitz a”’h
on her 50th Yahrtzeit
on the first night of Chanukah

Though her life was short, her impact
on all who knew her was great!

Mina and Howard Millendorf
Sharon, Shlomo, Eliot,
Amiad, and Yagel Rabinowitz




happened, came back from the field. They
were shocked and furious, for Shechem
had committed an outrage in Israel by
sleeping with Yaakov’s daughter. Such a
thing cannot be done! Gen. 34:7

The sons of Jacob came upon the slain,
and spoiled the city, because they had
defiled their sister. Gen. 34:27

Yet Jacob condemns their action, and
although he says no more at the time, it
remains burningly in his mind. Many
years and fifteen chapters later, on his
death-bed, he curses the two brothers for
their behaviour:

Shimon and Levi are brothers; weapons of
violence their wares. Let me never join their
council, nor my honour be of their assembly.
For in their anger they killed men; at their
whim they hamstrung oxen. Cursed be their
anger, for it is most fierce, and their fury, for
it is most cruel. I will divide them up in Yaa-
kov, and scatter them in Israel. Gen. 49:5-7

Who was right in this argument? Mai-
monides vindicates the brothers. In his law
code, the Mishneh Torah, he explains that
the establishment of justice and the rule of
law is one of the seven Laws of Noah, bind-
ing on all humanity:

And how are the Gentiles commanded to
establish law courts? They are required to
establish judges and officers in every area
of habitation to rule in accordance with the
enforcement of the other six commands, to
warn the citizenry concerning these laws
and to punish any transgressor with death
by the sword. And it is on this basis that all
the people of Shechem were guilty of death
(at the hands of Simon and Levi, sons of
Jacob): because Shechem (their Prince)
stole (and raped) Dina, which they saw and

AT
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knew about, but did not bring him to jus-
tice... Maimonides. Laws of Kings, 9, 14

According to Maimonides, there is a
principle of collective responsibility. The
inhabitants of Shechem, knowing that
their prince had committed a crime and
failing to bring him to court, were collec-
tively guilty of injustice.

Nachmanides disagrees. The Noahide
command to institute justice is a positive
obligation to establish laws, courts and
judges, but there is no principle of collec-
tive responsibility, nor is there liahility to
death for failure to implement the com-
mand. Nor could there be, for if Simon and
Levi were justified, as Maimonides argues,
why did Jacob criticise them at the time
and later curse them on his death bed?

The argument between them is unre-
solved, just as it was between Jacob and his
sons. We know that there is a principle of
collective responsibility in Jewish law: Kol
Yisrael arevin zeh bazeh, “All Jews are sure-
ties for one another.” But is this specific
to Judaism? Is it because of the peculiar
nature of Jewish law, namely that it flows
from a covenant between God and the
Israelites at Mount Sinai, at which the peo-
ple pledged themselves individually and
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CYRIL NEWMAN z”1
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Chaviva Braun and families
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collectively to keep the law and to ensure
that it was kept?

Maimonides, unlike Nachmanides, seems
to be saying that collective responsibility is
a feature of all societies. We are responsible
not only for our own conduct but for those
around us, amongst whom we live. Or per-
haps this flows not from the concept of society
but simply from the nature of moral obliga-
tion. If X is wrong, then not only must I not
do it. I must, if I can, stop others from doing it,
and if I fail to do so, then I share in the guilt.
We would call this nowadays the guilt of the
bystander. Here is how the Talmud puts it:

Rav and R. Chanina, R. Yochanan and R.
Habiba taught [the following]: Whoever
can forbid his household [to commit a sin]
but does not, is seized for [the sins of] his
household; [if he can forbid] his fellow citi-
zens, he is seized for [the sins of] his fellow
citizens; if the whole world, he is seized for
[the sins of] the whole world. Shabbat 54b

Clearly, however, the issue is a complex
one that needs nuance. There is a difference
between a perpetrator and a bystander.
It is one thing to commit a crime, another
to witness someone committing a crime
and failing to prevent it. We might hold a
bystander guilty, but not in the same degree.
The Talmud uses the phrase “is seized.” This
may mean that he is morally guilty. He can
be called to account. He may be punished by
“the heavenly court” in this world or the next.
It does not mean that he can be summoned to
court and sentenced for criminal negligence.

The issue famously arose in connection
with the German people and the Holo-
caust. The philosopher Karl Jaspers made
a distinction between the moral guilt of
the perpetrators and what he called the



metaphysical guilt of the bystanders:

There exists a solidarity among men as
human beings that makes each co-respon-
sible for every wrong and every injustice in
the world, especially if a crime is committed
in his presence or with his knowledge. If I
fail to do whatever I can to prevent them, I
too am guilty. If I was present at the murder
of others without risking my life to prevent
it, I feel guilty in a way not adequately con-
ceivable either legally, politically, or mor-
ally. That I live after such a thing has hap-
pened weighs upon me as indelible guilt.!

So there is real guilt, but, says Jaspers, it
cannot be reduced to legal categories. Simon
and Levi may have been right in thinking
that the men of Shechem were guilty of
doing nothing when their prince abducted
and assaulted Dina, but that does not mean
that they were entitled to execute summary
justice by killing all the males. Jacob was
right in seeing this as a brutal assault. In this
case, Nachmanides’ position seems more
compelling that of Maimonides.

One of Israel’s most profound moralists,
the late Yeshayahu Leibowitz (1903-1994),
wrote that though there may have been an
ethical justification for what Simon and Levi
did, “there is also an ethical postulate which
is not itself a matter of rationalisation and
which calls forth a curse upon all these jus-
tified and valid considerations.” There may,
he says, be actions which can be vindicated
but are nevertheless accursed. That is what

1. Karl Jaspers, The Question of German Guilt,
Trans. E. B. Ashton. New York: Fordham
University Press 2000, 26.

2. Yeshayahu Leibowitz, After Kibiyeh: Judaism,
Human Values, and the Jewish State 1953-4,
http://www.leibowitz.co.il/leibarticles.

asp?id=85.

Jacob meant when he cursed his sons.

Collective responsibility is one thing. Col-
lective punishment is another.

Around the Shabbat Table

What do you think the debate between Ram-
ban and Rambam can teach us about the com-
plexities of decision-making in Jewish history?

Looking back at the stories we have read
so far in Sefer Bereishit, what are some
other instances of collective responsibility?

How do you see the notion of Kol Yisrael
arevin zeh bazeh’ (all Jews are responsi-
ble for one another) playing out in mod-
ern and diverse Jewish communities? m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

Dr. Harry Weisman

Former Assist. Clinical
Professor of Medicine,
UCLA School of Medicine;
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Author of
The 18% Solution -
Lose 18% of Your
weight in 18 Weeks

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159
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PROBING

Although this morning’s parasha describes
the long-awaited reunion and rapprochement
between Eisav and Ya’akov, it also indicates
that there seems to have been very little sub-
sequent relations between the two. Yes. They
did part amicably....but they part and except
for the cooperative burial of their father
Yitzchak, we never read any experience that
they shared. It is this very point that leads to
the prophecy of Ovadya, the shortest book
of nevwah in the Tanach and the one that
makes up this week’s haftarah. By the time that
Ovadya offered his prophetic message, Edom,
the nation of Fisav, had no positive relations
with Israel and exhibited no brotherly love
toward Jacob’s descendants. In fact, they had
become an enemy of the Israelite people (as I
pointed out in my previous article for Parashat
Toledot) and the navi’s prediction of the harsh
punishments that would befall Edom is, in no
small part, due to the fact that Edom WAS a
brother and should have reflected that rela-
tionship in their behavior toward Israel.

Indeed, the enmity displayed by Edom
to Yisrael was so intense that they became
the very symbol of every enemy of Israel,
something to which Ovad’ya hints when,
while speaking of Edom, he includes the
punishments awaiting “all the nations” who
opposed Hashem’s chosen people. Addi-
tionally, it is interesting to note that when
we study the prophecies of Yirmiyahu,
Amos and Yechezkel, we find that the name
“Edom” is often used as a general term for

24 TORAH TIDBITS 1542 / VAYISHLACH

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Center

THE PROPHETS

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

the foes of Israel-even those who, according
to some commentaries, tormented Israel
during the second Temple when the nation
of Edom no longer existed!

Perhaps this division between the nations
should not have been unexpected, given
that the blessing of Yitzchak to Eisav stated
that the two future nations would never
rule at the same time but would, rather,
dominate or be dominated by the other. In
light of this, we understand more fully why
Edom became the symbol of all Israel’s ene-
mies, for the success of Israel would only
come with the weakening, and eventual
destruction, of “Edom”.

Ovadya, however, does not suffice relaying
a nevi’ah of the punishment that would be
meted out to Edom. In the final psukim of
his Sefer, he offers powerful words to all of
the “Edoms” throughout history — to all of
Israel’s enemies. “Ki karov Yom Hashem al
kol hagoyim”, G-d’s day of reckoning of those
nations is approaching, Ovadya warns, when
He will repay their wickedness by punishing
them with the same evil that they visited
upon Israel. But he then tells Israel these
comforting words:”Uvhar Tziyon th'yeh
pleita..”, after all your suffering and perse-
cution, know well that those who remain
will find refuge on Har Tziyon, in Jerusalem.
These prophetic words have been realized in
our very time. The remnants, the survivors
of the worst of all evils, found refuge and
built new lives IN TZIYON!! IN “ZION”!!!
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WE COULDNT HAVE DONE THIS
WITHOUT YOU!
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Many years ago I heard a well-known
story told about the great Chafetz Chayim,
Rav Yisrael Meir Kagen, who passed away
in 1933. In his final year, the Nazi party had
grown in power and the Chafetz Chayim
expressed his concern. One of his students
asked what would happen to the Jews and
the Chafetz Chayim responded prophetically:
“av’har Tziyon th’yeh pleita”, the future Jew-
ish survival would be found in Tziyon.

As we face to Edom of today we are
reminded of how we have enemies that face
us in every generation. But we should also
be aware that, in a few days, we will mark
G-d’s victory over the Edom that the Chash-
mona’im faced. How fitting, therefore, that
our annual readings has us hear Ovadya’s
words only a week or two before Chanuka
so that we be reminded that “V’hayeta
LaSham Ham'lucha” that ultimately,

Hashem alone will judge all of the Edoms as
He reigns over all of mankind..

Which is what we hope to witness in our

own days!®m
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WE STAND (¥

Dear Friends,

In Rabbi Berman's recent Torah Tidbits message, the various challenges that have held

us back from offering reqular on-site programs at the OU lsrael Center in the current
circumstances were mentioned. B'Ezrat Hashem we intend to do our best to begin to
gradually bring back as many of our beloved shiurim and programs as possible as we work
to overcome those challenges in the weeks ahead.

There are now multiple ways to be kept up to date about virtual programs as well as in-
person programs (which will be offered on-site at the OU Israel Center and in additional
locations). In addition to advertisements for programs here in the pages of Torah Tidbits,we
will also send periodic email newsletter updates. We also recently launched the QU Israel
Community on whatsApp, which allows those who join our whatsApp community to access
general program updates, as well as to join specific groups for many of our regular classes
and programs.

To join the OU Israel whatsapp community, enter this link into the browser on your phone:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DFr3rgmreSCETwIBoWVazrl

To view the updated schedule of all QU Israel Virtual and In-Person Programs, please visit
https://www.ouisrael.org/program/chizuk/

OU MORNING CHIZUK
https://bit.ly/OU-Morning-Chizuk

OU AFTERNOON CHIZUK
https://bitly/OU-Afternoon-Chizuk

May HaKadosh Baruch Hu watch over and protect our chayalim,
all those in harm's way, and all of Am Yisrael.

f

STUART HERSHKOWITZ RABBI AVI BERMAN RABBI SAM SHOR %
President, QU Israel Executive Director, OU Israel Program Director, OU Israel

Center n

@THEQUISRAEL
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TUESDAY MORNING
TORAH IN BAKAA W

with OU Israel
Live in Person @ Kehilat Nitzanim , 3 Asher Street

BEGINS TUESDAY NO 14
9:15AM Torah Tapestries Rebbetzin Shira Smiles ( LAyla/ Women Only)
10:15AM Minchat Chinuch-Meaning in Mitzvot Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

11:15AM Rethinking the Messages of Sefer Breisheet-Chumash B'lyun
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Regular OU Israel class fees
(incdluding discount cards)
30 NIS/ 25 NIS

SHIUR &

Sufganiyot!

~ Gad
OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 KEREN HAYESOD ST.YERUSHALAYIM

28 TORAH TIDBITS 1542 / VAYISHLACH




0U Israel’s The Bais- In memory of Mrs. Charlotte Brachfeld a"h
and the Modiin English Kollel Present

CHANUKA LIMUD FOR MEN OJ
T Erv5s

8% Mehadrin Min HaMehadrin From Chanuka to Kashrut,

. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Director of OU Israel’s Gustave

and Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education

TUES DEC .12

. 10:30 AMThe Light that Unites

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider, Editor, OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits

11:15 AM Mesibat Chanuka

171:45 AM-12:30 PM Sod HaSevivon-the Dreidel sSymhaIIc Meaning

FREE rﬂ_ &‘

o
OU ISRAEL CENTEH WWW oU ISHAEL -0RG

MM*/ OU Israel
~ OU ISRAEL PRE - CHANUKA YOM [YUN

On-Site at the QU Israel Center

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 9:15AM- 12:15PM

9:30AM  Chanuka-Publicizing & Actualizing Miracles- Rabbi Sam Shor
10:15 AM ProphetsGreeks and Rabbis-Chanuka as the Transitional Age
Rabbi Anthony Manning
11:15 AM Break for Refreshments
11:30 AM Al HaNissim: Thanking Hashem for Your Battles
Rabbi Yitzchak Feigenbaum

Join us as we return to on-site activities,
and prepare for the Light of Chanuka...
40 NIS admission, light refreshments will be served

www.ouisrael.org/events/pre-chanuka-yom-iyun-2/

22 Keren HaYesod St., Yerushalayim | 02-5609110

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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FOR OLIM FAMILIES ! )
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* Located at Nefesh B'Nefesh Campus
Sderot Yitshak Rabin10
Paid Parklng é

COTTON CANDY! POPCORN! AND DouG
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SAVE THE DATE

ROSH CHODESH TEVET WOMEN’S LEARNING SEMINAR

SUNDAY DEC. 17, TEVET 5, 9:15AM - 1:00PM K%"'DC

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a"h
55N qpY 9 N3 RYRD 7°N N1

For full schedule and to register:
www.ouisrael.org/events/tevet2023

0 40NIS W Light brunch
" perperson " will be served

Babysitting available
upon request

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9110 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

.
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PRE-CHANUKAH EVENT

All girls aged 9-12 and their mothers are invited to
join us for an evening of learning, art, and chessed in
preparation for Chanukah!

EVENTS WILL TAKE PLACE SIMULTANEOUSLY IN:
Yerushalayim + Modiin + Efrat « Maaleh Adumim
30nis per mother-daughter pair

For more details and to register:
www.ouisrael.org/events/chanukah2023-md
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ISRAELI TEENS

® Chaverim Makshevim
crisis hotline

® Programs & support for
6,500+ teens

® \/olunteering at
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m Staff trauma training
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HELPING
REFUGEES

® Representatives in the
hotels in Yerushalayim

® Hiring new staff for the
influx of evacuee teens

® Carnivals & storytime
= Chizuk concerts
® Kollel
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And he took them and brought them
across the stream, and he took across what
was his. (Bereshit 32:24).

The Torah tells us that Yaakov trans-
ferred his belongings from one side of the
stream to the other. Rashi interprets the
pasuk as follows:
nyy Ny ;0%0%0mM 1N HIURTIN

:(N27 IPWNRI2) IND ) XN DV WD
what was his: The animals and the mov-
ables. He made himself like a bridge ¢33,
taking from here and depositing there. —
[from Gen. Rabbah 75:9]

Yaakov had a great deal of wealth,
including cattle, earthenware and other
valuables. How was it possible for Yaakov
to transfer all of his assets single handedly?
Moreover, why does Rashi refer to Yaakov
as a “bridge”? Maybe a more appropriate
description would be an assembly line?
What are we to understand from the depic-
tion of a bridge?

Rabbi Yisachar Shlomo Teichtel, the
author of the famous Zionistic work “Em
Habanim Semecha”, lived during the Holo-
caust. He was a Satmar Hassid who later
turned into a Zionist and wrote several
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sefarim in which he expresses the impor-
tance and significance of Eretz Yisrael. In
his sefer Mishna Sachir 75w mwn - Rav
Teichtel addresses the question raised
above —why Rashi refers to Yaakov as serv-
ing as a bridge, when describing the way
in which he transferred his possessions
over the stream.

Rav Teichtel explains as follows. Yaa-
kov valued everything he received from
Hashem. Yaakov worked hard in the house
of Lavan and wanted to secure his fortune
so0 it would not fall into Esav’s hands. Yaa-
kov was successful, because he served as a
bridge. A bridge has one foot on each end
to support it. Although Yaakov was in Chutz
La’aretz for twenty-two years while resid-
ing at the house of Lavan, he always main-
tained one foot in Eretz Yisrael. He yearned
to return and never felt settled outside of
Israel. It is this connection to Eretz Yisrael
that protected Yaakov’s property.

Rav Teichtel states that in Europe many
Jews felt comfortable and did not desire to
return to Israel. When they had both feet
in galut, their property was taken from
them by Esav. To protect our possessions,
we need to have one foot in Israel. Always
remembering that our heart is in Jerusalem.

Today, after 2000 years in galut we are
privileged to be able to set both feet in
Israel. Although we may still have chal-
lenges with our neighbors, as with Yaakov,
we believe we will be protected in Eretz



Yisrael. May all world Jewry serve as a
bridge and maintain at least one leg in
Israel, yearning to be here and defending
our country from physical and verbal
assaults. May we be blessed with the bracha
Yaakov gave to his grandchildren 177 »m
¥INN 2772 — may we be able to populate the
country and live in peace and harmony.
Perhaps the reference to a “bridge” can
also mean that we each need to build bridges
to close the gap between us - so we can he
a unified people in our promised Land. No
matter our hashkafa or political views, we
need to respect each other. May we each
build and serve as a bridge connecting our-
selves to Eretz Yisrael and to Am Yisrael. =

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
Callto [Exercise for ladies
check Sundays 12:45-1:30pm

at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239

DOROT - The OU Women's
Intergenerational Choir

Monday Evenings 7:00-9:00pm

y SHABB /1y N E ¥}
The only mobility scooter
without Gramma!

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar"
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism
that operates according to the
"Existing Current Modulation" principle.
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed
and does not require expensive fitting.

Ready to go in 10 seconds.
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-2305650

For more information, visit our website at:
movinglife.co.il/torah

— movinglife —

life changing solutions

OU ISRAEL CENTER 35



REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES

An Ox and
a Donkey

Yaakov Avinu sends messengers with
gifts to appease Eisav before their fateful
meeting. The message he instructs them to
deliver begs an interpretation. “I have been
living with Lavan . . . and I have acquired
an ox and a donkey.” (Bereisheet 32:5-6)
This is rather strange, the text expresses
the animals in the singular, one ox, one
donkey. Further, what is the significance
of including these particular animals in his
communication with Eisav?

The Brisker Rav explains that the mention
of the animals is essentially connected to
the previous detail, “I have been living with
Lavan.” Yaakov Avinu is emphasizing that
he was not influenced by Lavan in any way,
just as someone living in a barn would not
be influenced by the animals surrounding
him. Here, Yaakov Avinu is imparting a
direct message. We must always be very
clear concerning what can influence us.
What will we allow to impress us and what
will we deem beneath our dignity?

In another vein, we find quite an enigmatic
assertion in the midrash Bereisheet Rabbah 75.
“Ox” symbolizes Yosef who Moshe Rabbeinu
and Yaakov Avinu compared to an ox in their
brachot, “donkey” symbolizes Yissachar, who
Yaakov Avinu compared to a donkey. What
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does this mean?

In Noam Elimelech, Rav Elimelech of
Lizhensk explains that Yaakov was simul-
taneously addressing Eisav and G-d. When
he said “Le’Eisav,” he was drawing Esav’s
attention to the physical flocks that he
possessed, emphasizing that his father’s
blessings were not fulfilled, since the ani-
mals derive neither from “the dew of the
heavens,” nor “the fat of the land.” When
he said“La’Adoni,” Yaakov was instructing
the angels to implore Hashem for mercy in
the merit of these two great sons.

Shem Mishmuel offers a further insight.
He teaches that the ox, Yosef, countered
the negative force of Eisav and the donkey,
Yissachar, countered the negative force of
Yishmael. Eisav combined these two forces
by marrying Yishmael’s daughter. The ox
as we know, is the primary example in the
Talmud signifying killing and damage. Yosef
Hatzadik symbolizes the positive strength
of an ox as he overcame his lustful tempta-
tions. The impure donkey epitomizes one
who is drawn to physicality and the temp-
tations of olam hazeh. The greatest counter-
force to this negative energy is the power
of Torah study, represented by the tribe of
Yissachar. Yaakov Avinu felt confident that
the zechut of these two tribes would help
him prevail over his brother Eisav.

Chazal teach us that Torah study and acts
of kindness are the keys to usher in the final
redemption. Yissachar is the model of Torah



study, and Yosef Hatzadik is the model of
chesed as he supported his family in Egypt.
In the cosmic meeting with Eisav, Yaakov
Avinu is teaching us that we must activate
the merit of the “ox” and the “donkey” to
vanquish the destructive evil of Eisav and
Yishmael, may it come soon in our days. ®

¥ Mazal Tov to *
Neville & Avril Gatoff and family on the
Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter

MY NNIDY

Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal
Chana bat Bruriah
Benzion Simcha Mendel Ben Chana Rachel
Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel
Leah Naomi bat Tova
Pesach ben Sarah Frieda
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DISARM UNRWA NOW

Ata time of war, US demands empowerment of
Unrwa, which allocates 58% of its $1.6 billion budget
to fund schools that indoctrinate population to war,
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RABBI JUDAH

In the times of the Alter Rebbe, Reb
Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the Baal haTanya,
a newly married man was spending his
days learning in kollel when he became
drawn to the path of Chassidus. His in-laws
were misnagdim, and opposed his new-
found derech. This serious young man was
quite bright, had ‘great potential’, and had
been carefully selected by his shver as an
appropriate match. His newfound spiritual
pursuits didn’t fit the mold of his family’s
expectations. In time, his father-in-law
became more and more irritated and impa-
tient with the changes in his behavior and
did his best to apply even more pressure.
The young man began to dedicate more of
his time to davening with contemplative
kavanah. He would also attend late night
Chassidic gatherings, where he would join
the enthusiastic singing and even make
leChaims on mashkeh. All of this detracted,
in the estimation of his father-in-law, from
the man’s focus, seriousness, learning time
and religious accomplishments.

After months of pent up frustration, the
father-in-law finally had enough. Fum-
ing, made his way to the Baal HaTanya
to complain. Bursting into his office, the
man verbally accosted the Rebbe over his
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son-in-law’s compromised learning sched-
ule and apparent bitul Torah.

The Alter Rebbe smiled and responded:
“Please rest assured: your son-in-law is not
learning a lesser quantity of Torah than
before. However, consider the leap in qual-
ity. Previously, he would learn something
to impress ‘the shver and shvigger’, you and
your wife. Then he would learn something
more to gain kavod, respect and honor,
from your illustrious sons, his brothers-
in-law. After that, he’d continue learning
Torah so that his own wife would have
nachas, and then add a little more just to
impress his friends. Finally, he would find
time to learn a few minutes with elevated
intention, just for the sake of the Ribbono
shel Olam. But now that he has uncovered
the depth and beauty of Chassidus, he is
no longer learning for you, your family, his
wife, or his friends. Now, all the Torah that
he is learning is I'shem Shamayim, for the
sake of Heaven, for Hashem’s honor!

This week is Yud Tes (the 19th of) Kislev,
the celebration of the release of the Alter
Rebbe from prison. More than just a day
that remembers the personal liberation
of the Alter Rebbe, Yud Tes Kislev marks



a turning point in Jewish history. Just two
years prior, the Alter Rebbe’s first publi-
cation of Sefer haTanya had made many
of the previously inaccessible, abstract
concepts of Kabbalah and philosophy
comprehensible and practically applicable,
marking the beginnings of a new era in the
spread of Chassidus. Yet this publication
also brought fierce opposition. The Alter
Rebbe understood his unjust arrest and
imprisonment to be part of this spiritual
backlash — and his spontaneous exonera-
tion and liberation as a sign that the gates
were open to spread the wellsprings of
these teachings on an unprecedented scale.

In this way, Yud Tes Kislev is considered
“the Rosh Hashanah of Chassidus”, a sort
of birthday for this revolutionary move-
ment of spiritual awakening and growth,
which, over time, has enabled count-
less people to access a deeper and more
authentic, personal connection to Hashem.

The Rebbe Maharash, zt'l, the fourth rebbe
in the Chabad lineage, taught that three
things are inevitable: “Someone who drinks
will get drunk. Someone who becomes
wealthy will lose their yishuv ha-daas, their
mental clarity. And someone who learns
Chassidus will grow and improve.”

One of his chasidim heard this and said,
“But Rebbe, we see in actuality that plenty
of people drink and don’t get drunk, plenty
of people become wealthy and don’t lose
their yishuv ha-daas, and there are some
who learn Chassidus and it doesn’t seem
to affect them very much!” The Rebbe
responded, “Well, that may be true, but it
only means they haven’t drunk enough,
they don’t actually have that much wealth,
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and they haven’t learned enough Chas-
sidus. Truly, if a person learns a little bit
more Chassidus, and then a little more,
and a little more, you’ll see, in the end that
person will grow and improve.”

The Alter Rebbe once explained that by
writing the Tanya he was providing an
opportunity for every reader to enter into
'yechidus with him, to enjoy a private meeting
and receive personal guidance, insights and
blessings for their own life. On this auspi-
cious day we are invited to enter the study of
the Baal haTanya, to sit across the table from
the tzadik and connect with him. May we
be blessed in this ‘new year’ that all of our
learning be elevated and L’sheim Shamayim.
May we feel an ever deeper personal connec-
tion to Hashem, and grow and improve, and
share this light with one and all.
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

As we find ourselves in Chodesh Kislev,
it is important to note that many of our
meforshim often present insights connect-
ing the various parshiyot of this time of
year, with the festival of Chanukah.

Parshat VaYishlach contains within it,
the powerful account of Yaakov Avinu
wrestling with the mysterious Ish, on the
night before he is to re-engage with his
brother Eisav. The pasuk tells us:

Vivateir Yaakov Levado, VaYaaveik Ish
Imo, Ad Alot HaShachar - And Yaakov was
alone, and a man wrestled with him, until
the light of dawn.

There are many questions and powerful
messages that are connected to this verse,
but I'd like to specifically address, how
could it be, that Yaakov, who is traveling
with an entourage of more than 400 people
and herds of cattle and sheep, is suddenly
left alone?

Rashi, quoting the Gemara in Chulin,
says that Yaakov had forgotten some small
jars or canisters, and he left his entourage
to retrieve those jars.

Rabbeinu Bechaya takes this idea a
step further. He says our verse could be
read or understood slightly differently, al
tikra levado, eleh lekado - Do not read that
Yaakov was alone, rather that he went to
retrieve a specific jar or canister that he
possessed.

What exactly was this specific canister that
Yaakov Avinu suddenly went to retrieve?
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Rebbe Meir Horowitz, the Imrei Noam
of Dzhikov, zy’a, offers a very novel expla-
nation. The Rebbe explains that this spe-
cial container was a jar of olive oil, but not
just any jar of olive oil.

Noach sent forth a yonah - a dove to see
if the waters of the flood had subsided. Of
course, this yonah returned to the teiva,
with an olive branch in its beak. The olives
from the branch that Noach received from
the dove were made into pure olive oil.
The oil was given to Noach’s first born
son, Shem. Shem, otherwise known as
Malchitzedek, whom the Torah describes
as a Kohein to the Almighty Hashem!
Malchitzedek/Shem sealed this little jar of
oil and gave it to Avraham as a gift. Avra-
ham, in turn, handed it over to Yitzchak
who passed it down to Yaakov. According
to our sages, Yaakov forgot some small
jars and returned to retrieve them. One
of these jars was the oil from the dove
that returned to the teiva. Yaakov pro-
phetically hid this oil at the site of the
Beit Hamikdash and laid the foundations
for the miracle of Chanukah. This is the
oil that originated with the dove, the sym-
bol of peace. The Rebbe concludes that
Noach’s name, which is composed of the
letters nun and chet, is actually an allusion
to the words Nes Chanuka....

Yaakov Avinu , even as he feels alone, as
he is about to encounter his brother Eisav,
with great trepidation, realizes through his



ruach hakodesh, that he has arrived at the
sacred space where the future Beit HaMik-
dash will stand, and he suddenly realizes
that he must place that small jar of oil that
has been handed down to him, that very
jar of oil that Noach passed onto Shem,
and hide it safely away, so that one day,
the Chashmonaim, will find this oil, and
miraculously restore the light of Torah in
the world, through the nes pach hashemen.
May each of us aspire to emulate Yaakov
Avinu, to have the capacity in trying times
to similarly look inward, and rather than
feeling alone, find the ability to see the
potential light we might bring forth to the
world. May we find the fortitude to push
forward and bring forth light and contin-
ued goodness into our lives and the lives of
others, and for subsequent generations. |
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Battling Esav and Yishma’el

The most nail-biting faceoff in all Sefer
Bereshit occurs when Ya’akov returns
to Israel to face his enraged brother, still
fuming at a 20-year old grievance. As Esav
marches toward him with 400 heavily
armed mercenaries, Ya’akov is so terrified
that, despite his unwavering faith, he takes
practical measures to protect himself.

Surprisingly, this potential massacre
ends amicably, as Esav generously forgives
his brother, and big heartedly grants him
entry to Israel. By the time the parsha con-
cludes, not only has Ya’akov entrenched
himself in Israel, but Esav has quit the cho-
sen Land. As Rashi comments, Esav, recog-
nizing the enormous task of Jewish history,
quietly dismisses himself from the Land
and its terrible historical burden. Esav
relinquishing the Land of Israel to Ya’akov
foreshadows Jewish history.

The same can’t be said about Yishma’el.
Though he was dismissed by Avraham prior
to the akeidah, he never completely disap-
pears. According to Chazal he attended the
akeidah, though he remained at the bottom
of the mountain. Additionally, as the Torah
itself declares, Yishma’el attended Avra-
ham’s funeral. The Torah even records Yish-
ma’el’s death, further affirming that, unlike
Esav, Yishma’el refused to descend from the
stage. Unlike Esav, who graciously bowed
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out, Yishma’el always makes a comeback.
Though Esav and Ya’akov reach an uneasy
rapprochement, Yishma’el remains hostile
and belligerent.
HISTORICAL PATTERNS

These differing outcomes reflect the dif-
ferent historical trajectories of Esav and
Yishma’el. Our historical battle with Esav has
taken a very different arc than our struggle
with Yishma’el. The nature of our encounter
with Western Civilization and Christendom
is very different from our struggle with
the Arab world and these differences are
already evident in the beginning of history.
ACKNOWLEDGING THE BIBLE

From the outset, Christianity maintained
an awkward relationship with Judaism. In
Christian theology the “original Bible” or the
“0Old Testament” represents the word of G-d,
and its stories are sacred. Christianity could
never outright deny that the Jews were G-d’s
original chosen people meant to inhabit the
Land of Israel. Though we were defamed
and accused of numerous fictitious crimes,
our chosen status could never be ignored.
Though we faced persecution and discrimi-
nation we were G-d’s original children. This
always created an uneasy tension about the
status of Jews within Christian tradition.

In the modern era, Esav’s children once
again have partially ceded legitimacy to



Ya’akov’s descendants. In 1965 the Catholic
church rejected Jewish blame for the crucifix-
ion and acknowledged the common spiritual
heritage of Jews and Christians. By condemn-
ing antisemitism, a major rapprochement
between Jew and Christian was achieved.

In the cultural sphere an equally import-
ant rapprochement was unfolding. For the
first 1700 years of our exile, we were mar-
ginalized by the general culture, derided as
an inferior and vile race. During the 19th
century, as humanity began to surge into
the modern era, Jews were embraced as
agents of progress. We took leading roles
in the advance of science, technology, arts,
culture, and commerce. Recognizing the
value of the “Jewish mind”, Western civ-
ilization gladly offered us an honor and
membership within society.

In the modern era, both in the religious
and cultural arenas, Esav ceded to Ya’akov,
just as he had centuries earlier. Christianity
became less hostile and Western civilization
embraced us. History repeated itself.
ISLAMIC DENUNCIATION

In the modern era, the Arab world’s
response to Jews has been far more antag-
onistic. Unlike Christianity, Islam does not
recognize the Bible as sacred. Only the
Koran carries authority and only its stories
are accredited. The Koran reengineers Bib-
lical stories, converting all major personal-
ities into Muslims and replacing Yishma’el
for Yitzchak as the hero of the akeidah.
As the original Bible possesses no autono-
mous value, Jews do not enjoy any special
status as God’s chosen people. In the same
manner that Yishma’el completely dis-
missed any historical calling for Yitzchak,
the Arab world never reached any

ideological or historical rapprochement
with our people. Though, throughout his-
tory, Islam often “tolerated” Jews, allowing
us to live peacefully side-by-side, it never
acknowledged any special status for the
Jewish people. Now and then, Yishma’el
declined any ideological reconciliation.
ARABS AND THE FOUR EMPIRES

There is a second difference between
our encounter with Esav and our battle
with Yishma’el. This difference can best
be appreciated by studying the celebrated
story of the “four empires.”

The legendary narrative of the four
empires surfaces at crucial moments of our
history. Chazal discern references to the
“four empires” in the creation of the world,
in Avraham’s covenant of Jewish history or
the brit bein habetarim, in Ya’akov’s dream
of the ladder, in the construction of the
Mishkan, and, most prominently, in the fate-
ful dreams of Nevuchadnezzar and Daniel,
occurring at the onset of the first exile. Evi-
dently, the story of the four empires is foun-
dational to Jewish history.

Each of these empires rises to glory
and achieves world dominance, but also
poses moral and religious challenges to
humanity. If their corrupt cultural values
aren’t defeated, humanity will suffer moral
decline. As the Jewish people are the guard-
ians of moral conscience and religious
spirit, we are destined to battle against these
empires. By defeating these threats, we pro-
tect the world from religious malfunction.

For example, Greek culture, generally
viewed as the third of four empires, deliv-
ered great potential to human thought
and human development. However, their
morally decayed value system would,
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potentially, infect humanity with religious
distortion. By defeating the Greeks during
Chanukah, we protected humanity from
moral corrosion.

Our struggle with these four empires is
one of the central sagas of Jewish history:
the nation of Hashem protecting humanity
from moral and religious ruin.

Surprisingly the list of four empires
doesn’t typically include Islam. Though
the four empires are never explicitly delin-
eated, Chazal and most Rishonim compiled
a list, and most of them omit Islam from
the roster. Conventionally the four include:
Bavel, Persia, Greece, and Rome, which
refers to Western Civilization, Christian-
ity or both. The Ibn Ezra is exceptional in
identifying Islam as the fourth empire, but
his position remains a minority opinion.

Evidently, as Islam doesn’t occupy the
list of four empires, our struggle with the
Arab world centers upon a different issue.
Our struggle with Islam isn’t part of our
broader ideological and cultural struggle
with the four empires. Our battle with
Islam is not part of the larger effort to
defeat ideologically dangerous ideas. It is
something far more particularly Jewish.

In his comments to Bereishit (21:10),
Rashi remarks that our core struggle with
Yishma’el surrounds the Land of Israel
Esav craved the rights and privileges of the
first born, but readily ceded entry to, and
ownership of Israel. By contrast, Yishma’el
is disinterested in the title of first born, but
aggressively committed to retaining con-
trol over the Land of Israel.

Evidently, this is the distinct struggle
between Judaism and Islam. Though Esav
obsessed about the title of first born, from
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the moment he granted Ya’akov entry to
Israel, he was never fixated upon evicting
Ya’akov from Israel. When Haman devised
his Persia-based genocide, the last thing on
his mind was expelling Jews from Israel.
Even when the Romans destroyed the Mik-
dash, they had little interest in completely
banishing Jews from the Land of Israel. In
the modern era, Esav has actually assisted
our return to Israel. Christian fundamen-
talists remain the strongest supporters of
our return to Israel. Then as now, Esav chal-
lenges our status, but not our rights to Israel.

The Arab world has never made peace
with Jewish presence in the Land of Hashem.
They understand that divine mission can only
be realized in this land, and throughout his-
tory, have fought ferociously and fanatically
to preclude us from setting this Land.

Though it seems that we have defeated the
four empires and their cultural challenges,
the battle with Yishma’el rages on. We daven
to Hashem to defeat Yishma’el and affirm
His promise to our Avot to deliver His chosen
Land to their grandchildren. =
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CHANUKAH
S ECTI O N

SETTING up the
CHANUKIYA

One should prepare his Chanukiya well
in advance of lighting time, so that there
will not be a delay in lighting at the proper
time. Especially so on Friday because
things get hectic as Shabbat approaches.
(And especially NOT SO for Motza”Sh
lighting - no preparation for lighting after
Shabbat may be done on Shabbat).

Some have the custom of setting up their
Chanukiya in the morning for the eve-
ning (this goes for every day — except
Shabbat, of course). This not only serves
the practical purpose, as above, but it
also commemorates the practice in the
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Beit HaMikdash called Hatavat HaNeirot,
whereby the Kohen (Gadol) tended the
Menora and prepared it in the morning
for kindling in late afternoon. Since our
lighting on Chanukah directly commem-
orates the lighting of the Menora in the
Beit HaMikdash, this suggestion provides
a nice “added touch” to the mitzva and
symbolism.

AL HANISIM is added to every

Amida and Birkat HaMazon throughout
Chanukah. There is no reference to Cha-
nukah in BRACHA MEI'EIN SHALOSH
(a.k.a. AL HAMICHYA).

Forgetting AL HANISIM does NOT invali-
date either the Amida or Birkat HaMazon.



That means that neither is to be repeated
because of the omission.

However, if one realizes the omission
before the end of the Amida, AL HANISIM
can be said right before YIHYU L’'RATZON,
with the modified introduction, below. In
Birkat HaMazon, an omitted AL HANISIM
becomes a HARACHAMAN, right before
HARACHAMANHU Y’ZAKEINU, as follows
(there are variant texts for this)...

DYD NiNge) DBY Ny NPy NN AN

M1 ,MD Y932 0NN D2 IWNIINY YUYy
LADNHN

BRACHOT ()efore
LIGHTING

Brachot should be recited BEFORE begin-
ning to light the candles. This complies
with the general rule for Brachot of
Mitzva, that they be recited immedi-
ately before performance of the mitzva,
if possible. This means, that on the first
night, wait until all three brachot are said
before lighting the candle. And, even on
the eighth night, don’t start lighting the
candles until you finish both brachot.

(Some hold that this applies to the first
b’racha - the mitzva b’racha, but not nec-
essarily to the other b’rachot. Check with
your Rav if you are not sure which opin-
ion to follow.)

PLACEMENT of the
CANDLES

Opinions differ, but a common practice is
to place the first candle (or oil cup) in the
right side of the Chanukiya. If one lights at

the doorpost, then the first candle should
be closest to the doorpost, even if it is the
left side of the Chanukiya. From the second
night on, the custom (one of the customs)
is to place the candles (or all) from right to
left, and to light it, left to right.

At the doorpost, one adds it from the door-
post out, and lights it starting with the
candle closest to the doorpost.

ESSENCE 1) HIDUR

The essential performance of the mitzva
of Chanukabh is the lighting of a single can-
dle each night. The custom that we follow
of increasing the number of candles each
night is a HIDUR MITZVA (enhancement of
the mitzva).

It is because the first candle you light fulfills
the mitzva, that the b’rachot should be said
before any lighting.

One practice that has developed because
of the distinction between the first can-
dle and the others, is to begin reciting/
singing HANEIROT HALALU after the
first candle is lit, while lighting the oth-
ers. Alternatively, one can wait until
the lighting is done to say HANEIROT
HALALU. Stick to family practice, unless
good reason to switch.

RIGHT dfter LIGHTING

One should not just light the Chanukah can-
dles (and sing Maoz Tzur) and then go on
to business as usual, but rather one should
look at the candles for a while, ponder G-d’s
miracles, spend some time with the fam-
ily talking about the message of Chanukah
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and how it relates to our time, play a little
dreidel, sing a song or two, have a special
Chanukah snack, have some Chanukah
fun. And most importantly, the learning
of TORAH should be part of lighting. It is
recommended to learn some Torah, share
a Dvar Torah, have a family shiur... right
after candle lighting (or sometime in the
evening).

The decrees of the Greeks included a ban
on learning Torah. Our celebrating Cha-
nukah marks our freedom from Greek
oppression, including the ability to learn
Torah in public without fear. So let’s do
just that!

INDOORS/
OUTDOORS

The original place for
lighting and displaying
of the Chanukiya was
outdoors at the entrance to one’s
home or courtyard.

Over many generations in exile, where
lighting outdoors was inconvenient

(weather-wise) to say the least, and -

often dangerous (“neighbors”), the
practice evolved to light indoors.

When lighting inside the home -

for whatever reason - the one place that the
Chanukiya should not be placed is where
the Shabbat candles usually are. They need
to be in an eye-catching, attention-grabbing
location so they can serve their function of
Publicizing the Miracles. Many people who
have come to Israel, still light inside, at the
window, as they had been doing in their
countries of origin. Others have gone back
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to the original practice of lighting outdoors,
which is common in Israel - especially in
Jerusalem.

When lighting outdoors, the candles are
usually protected from getting blown out
by being placed inside a specially made
box.

WHEN TO LIGHT
Weeknights

There are two opinions as to when is the

ideal time to light Chanukah lights during

the week (i.e. except for Friday and Mot-

za”Sh, when Shabbat affects the timing, as
we will soon present).

lB ﬁ gbﬂ ﬁ H H u Minhag Yerusha-

layim (which many,

but not everyone

in Jerusalem follow

- and some outside

Jerusalem do follow) is
to light with the setting of the sun.

L)*J'\J

Those who light with sunset should
have already davened Mincha, and
should subsequently daven Maariv
at the appropriate time.

THE OTHER
OPINION

The “rest of the Jewish world” lights when
the “light of the sun has left the sky”, i.e.

Having a Brit?
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Stars-Out a.k.a. Tzeit HaKochavim.

UNTIL WHEN?

Candles must burn at least a half
hour after omaon nny. This was the
original (time of the Gemara) time
period after dark that people
were still around outdoors

and became the defini-

tion of the time range

for PIRSUMEI NISA, ——
publicizing the miracle.

Although in our day, people are
out later than this time, the halacha only
requires the half hour after stars-out.

However, it is recommended that one use
longer candles or more oil to extend this
time (somewhat), in recognition of the
expansion of the current-day Pirsumei
Nisa time-frame. We would further suggest
that one’s candles should stay lit at least a
half hour after the latest stars-out time,
namely Rabbeinu Tam time. This is only a
recommendation, not in any way meant to
be a halachic ruling.

HOW EARLY can one
LIGHT?

When necessary, one may light as early as
PLAG MINCHA (1% halachic hours before
sunset). This is by no means preferable, but
if circumstances are such that you have to

Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

light early - leaving town, and the like, then
PLAG is the earliest.

LIGHTING for
mv

It is preferable to daven
Mincha before lighting
Chanukah candles, but

one should not miss out
on a minyan to daven
before lighting. Chanu-

- kah candles should be lit

BEFORE Shabbat candles - even if
different people are lighting each. Count
on 5-10 minutes before the posted Shab-
bat lighting time; adjust according to your
household’s experience.

IN JERUSALEM..

Some follow the practice of delaying Shab-
bat candle lighting for 20 minutes and
lighting Chanukah candles right before
Shabbat candles.

For other cities where candle lighting is 30
min. before sunset one should ask his/her
local Rav.

HAVDALAH
and CANDLE LIGHTING

The general practice, when lighting at
home, is to say Havdalah before lighting
the menorah.

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor

Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658
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Cbcmukab CANDLE LIGHTING

KAVANA: One should have in mind to fulfill the Rabbinic Mitzva (with Torah backing) of
NER CHANUKAH plus the HIDUR MITZVA of the extra candles (each night after the first).

One should acknowledge G-d and thank Him for the Chanukah miracles in particular, and
for all His miracles and kindnesses in general.
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On Sunday morning, David Afriat hopped on his
ambucycle and headed out to exercise. As the
volunteer was returning home from his workout,
dispatch alerted him to an elderly gentleman
in a neighboring building who was struggling
to breathe. Within seconds David was at the
address, the first medical responder on the scene.
Anxious family members were relieved to
see help arrive so quickly. Finding the man
gasping for air, the United Hatzalah paramedic
administered medications to ease his breathing,
calming and reassuring the patient’s loved ones
as he monitored vitals. David detected signs of
irregularities, including low blood pressure, so
he attached an IV line for fluids. An intensive
care ambulance arrived 15 minutes later and
evacuated the patient to the hospital for further
treatment and observation.

This man’s condition could have deteriorated
rapidly had he been forced to wait for emergency
medical care. Thanks to your ambucycle, the
patient received the Advanced Life Support (ALS)
intervention he needed, seconds after his loved
ones picked up the phone and called for help.

In Israel’'s most challenging times and in its daily
“routine” emergencies, United Hatzalah is there.
We continue to pray for the wounded and the
safe return of all the hostages.

TN O
+
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HAFTORAH INSIGHTS Fy—

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

The Divine Spark

HAFTORAH: OVADIAH 1:1-21

The book of Ovadiah consists of only one
perek, a total of twenty one pesukim. Ova-
diah, a righteous convert, shares the demise
of the powerful nation of Edom. He closes his
prophecy with a graphic verse, describing
the ultimate downfall of this once mighty
nation. I 12107 G0 2 WX IpY 102 i)
37 P M Ng) DN D2 PP U gy
737 'N 2 WY and the House of Yaakov shall
become a fire, and the House of Yosef as a
flame and the House of Eisav as straw, and
they will blaze up among them and consume
them; and there shall be none remaining to
the House of Eisav for Hashem has spoken.

What a dramatic end to the House of
Eisav, consumed through flames in a
Divine conflagration! And what sparks this
fire? It is the House of Yosef that lights the
tinder. But why is the tribe of Yosef singled
out as the spark that triggers the blaze?
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch observes
that in Tanach, the House of Yosef almost
always refers to those among the Jewish
people who have sought to estrange them-
selves from the Torah and be acculturated
among the nations of the world. It is this
group, says Rav Hirsch, who will kindle the
ultimate fire of justice. How could this be,
that these Jews who have distanced them-
selves will be the flame for the fire?
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The answer can be found in the relationship
between Ovadiah and Edom, descendents of
Eisav. Rashi, quoting the Gemara in Sanhedrin
asks how is it that this prophet merits to deliver
the message of Edom’s fall? The answer is that
Ovadiah lived among two evil doers, Achav
and Izevel, and did not learn from their evil
ways. It is he that merits to deliver the message
of destruction to Eisav who lived among two
righteous people, Yitzchok and Rivka, and did
not learn from their positive ways.

Retaining a Jewish spark in a secular
world is a remarkable accomplishment.
There are many people today whose
Judaism is a source of pride and strength
despite the internal push and external
pull to be absorbed into the surrounding
culture.This genuine embrace of our her-
itage is inspirational, seeing how a person
can retain the sense of being “pintele Yid”,
holding on to the holy spark of Yiddishkeit.

All it takes is a spark to start a fire. May
the holy fire continue to burn until the day
when we see the fulfillment of Ovadiah’s
prophecy when Hashem will light the fire
of justice N2 N2 N1, and the king-
dom will be to Hashem. m
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YOU CAN KEEP ISRAELI FAMILIES SAFE BY
SPONSORING FIRST-AID TRAINING COURSES

a family safety training course
and train parents
to save lives at home and become their own

EVERY SECOND COUNTS

ISRAELRESCUE.ORG/FAMILY-SAFETY-COURSE
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A friend of mine who lives in Shuva, a yishuv
right on the border of Azza, described her
experience on Shabbat Simchat Torah. Her
community was saved in miraculous ways
and the terrorists did not succeed in entering
the gate of the yishuv. But as you can imagine
it was an extremely traumatic experience,
sitting in their mamad all day, hearing lots of
booms, and not knowing what was going to
happen next. But one thing that she said really
stands out in my mind. She said that what
saved her from being completely traumatized
and unable to function now, is the fact that
she didn’t look at the news that Shabbos. She
turned on her phone to get the instructions
from the security people but she didn’t look at
anything else. Those who did are still having
nightmares, as you can imagine how horri-
fying it must be to sit five minutes away from
where the atrocities were occurring, reading
the details as they are happening. Placing her
faith in Hashem and allowing the prohibitions
of Shabbos to safeguard her, kept her mental
health intact.

Though this is obviously a very extreme
example and one we hope never to encounter,
we face this challenge on a much less extreme
level every single Shabbos. Do we spend our
time on Shabbos thinking about all of the
issues and problems we need to take care of in
our homes or workplace or do we shut that out
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Women Reaching Higher

and let the calm of Shabbos come over us?

Rav Eliyahu Munk in his book Olam
HaTefillot explains that this is exactly what
we are singing about in Lecha Dodi. Lecha
Dodji, which was written by Rav Shlomo ben
Moshe Hal.evi Elkabetz in the 1500’s and has
been universally accepted as the song we use
to welcome in the Shabbos. We reach out to
Hashem (our M7 - beloved) to greet the Shab-
bos (the kallah) together with us. What are
we doing in essence when we greet the Shab-
bos? We are sending a message to ourselves
— leave behind the stress and the pressures
of the week and relax and place our faith in
Hashem...Shabbos has arrived.

Rav Munk writes very beautifully — “At the
start of Shabbos, whoever leaves behind him-
self; his world, his aspirations and desires, who
stops thinking about what he accomplished
and what he didn’t and about what he gained
and what he lost in the past week, and leaves
all of that at the feet of HaKadosh Baruch Hu
with the feeling that he has completed all of his
obligations, and he doesn’t leave room for even
one thought about his weekday affairs for 24
hours...for him, Shabbos is truly 20 02 yyn,
a real taste of the happiness that is waiting for
us in Olam HaBa”.

This is our goal for Shabbos, and it is cer-
tainly not an easy one to achieve. But if we
take a few minutes as we daven Lecha Dodi
to try and remember that goal, then we are
one step closer to accomplishing it. Through-
out the stanzas of Lecha Dodi, we see this



message over and over again, where we are
telling ourselves — Shabbos is here, it’s time to
get rid of all of our weekday worries.

We start with the words 1272 50 MY
TNX. When giving over the Aseret HaDibrot,
Hashem said the words nawn DY DX MY
WwTpPY at the same time that He said the
words YWTp? Nawin 0» NX M. How is that
possible? How can one being say two differ-
ent words at the same time? Rav Munk writes
that the message is that just like Hashem can
simultaneously represent two different ideas,
He expects the same from us. He expects us,
who are totally engrossed in worldly-affairs
and are completely physical beings, to be able
to at the same time manage to bring in the
Shabbos with complete focus and to be able
to concentrate 100% on our relationship with
Hashem and fulfilling His will.

7NN MWNN NWYN o.M XD
— We remind ourselves that Shabbos is the
source of all bracha. Though Hashem created
Shabbos last, at the end of creation, it was first
in His plans - the whole goal of creation was to
create Shabbos to give man a weekly reminder
of what his spiritual/ethical role is in this world.

PNYN Naw 7Y 17 ,000N0 NN ORY 0P
N22N - Get up and go out of this upside down
world, you've had enough time sitting in the
valley of tears.

What's true for the individual is true for
the nation as a whole, as well. Rav Munk
writes — “Just like all individual mourning
and pain recedes because of the Shabbos and
the Shabbos brings comfort and hope to each
individual, so too, the Shabbos turns thoughts
of national pain and mourning to thoughts of
comfort and hope”. We see this reflected in
the last few stanzas of Lecha Dodi.

MNoN 10w 12 T YY1 10y Wann

283 °wo) YR N1 — Shake yourself off and
get up from the dust as we arrive closer to
the redemption

TR X3 0D VNN VNN - Wake up,
wake up for your light and salvation has
arrived

12N %Y PY NMAN..2NPON X2 Wian XD —
We send a message to ourselves as a nation —
don’t worry about everything that is happen-
ing to us on a national level — we don’t need
to be ashamed because we can have bitachon
that everything will work out ok and Yerusha-
layim will be rebuilt soon.

PoYan Y PN PORY NOWNY Y - Even
though things seem bleak and our enemies
are attacking us, we should know and trust
that this is only temporary and Hashem will
make sure that our enemies are punished
and destroyed.

INNWIXID D WR T 5Y..28701 YRV 1AL
1220 —~We will grow and spread as a nation
and we will eventually celebrate the arrival of
Mashiach.

N9 °N12 ,nY5 °Nia Once we've gotten the
message to leave our worries behind and use
our time on Shabbos to reconnect with our
purpose in this world, we are ready to truly
welcome the Shabbos. We turn towards the
door and bow towards the Shabbos to wel-
come in our precious guest and then turn
back again towards the Aron HaKodesh.

May we take this message to heart and espe-
cially during this very difficult time, find the
ahility to escape the pain and sadness of what's
going on for at least the 24 hours of Shabbos,
and find comfort and hope through the Shab-
bos. As Rav Munk writes — “Every national
occurrence, the suffering, the pain, the worries,
and the despair all take a step back in the face
of the cheerful majestic Shabbos”. m
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Quality Over Quantity

The Torah requires that only olive oil be
used for the lighting of the Menorah. Any
other type of oil is forbidden to be used in
Temple’s lighting.

When the Maccabees miraculously lit
the Menorah in the Temple, some opinions
say that all the olive oil burned the first
night; there was no remaining oil. New oil
replenished the Menorah each night.

If this was the case, then what
was lit on the following nights
therefore was not natural olive
oil pressed from olives. The
oil that filled the Menorah the
remaining seven nights was, so
to speak, ‘miracle oil’ replen-
ished miraculously by God.

The legendary Rabbi Chaim
Soloveitchik provocatively asks:
How could any other type of oil be used?
‘Miracle oil’ is not kosher for use in the Meno-
rah; only natural olive oil can be used!

Reb Chaim explains that the oil from the
first night was actually not fully consumed.
On each day of the eight days only an eighth
of the oil burned. Indeed the miracle was
that the very essence of the oil was altered,
and the oil had changed its composition.
Now, only a fraction of the oil was needed
to fuel the flame for an entire day. The
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oil poured in the Menorah the first night
became more potent so that the Menorah
miraculously burned all eight nights.

This means that the miracle of the oil
was not of quantity but of quality.

Instead of the quantity of the oil increas-
ing, it was the nature, the essence, the qual-
ity of the oil that “increased” by changing.
This meant that only one-eighth of the oil
burned through the entirety of
each night, for all eight nights.

Reb Chaim’s teaching carries
the beautiful message that as
Jews we emphasize quality over
quantity. Our teacher Moshe
himself highlights this point: “It
is not because you are the most
numerous of peoples that the
Lord set His heart on you and
chose you - indeed you are the smallest of
peoples” ( Deuteronomy 7:7).

Chanukah emphasizes the power of the
few to overcome the many, as articulated in
the Al Hanisim prayer, “The many into the
hands of the few.” A small group of Macca-
bee soldiers were victorious in overcoming
a massive army. A small cruse of oil fueled
the Menorah for eight consecutive days.

In other words, our greatness is not found
in our quantity but in our quality. Our



determination to do good, our dedication
to kindness and devotion to morality has
empowered us with unique strength. Being
small in numbers lends itself to creating
a sense of importance and singularity in
the group. The realization that there is a
sense of urgency and responsibility in one’s
actions is enhanced by the comprehension
that one is part of a very small group, and
therefore every individual counts enor-
mously in the fate and success of the group.

In the mystical teachings of the Kabbalah
oil symbolizes Torah wisdom. Much like
the oil that fuels the flame, the Torah fuels
our people. The Greeks tried to defile the
oil, they tried to destroy our loving devo-
tion to the Torah. They attempted to erode
our very essence and darken the pristine
light found at our core.

But the pure light of the Jewish soul can
never be snuffed out. Its flame will endure
with a potency that continues to shine
bright for the world.

(Cited by Harav Shlomo Yosef Zevin, The
Festival in Halacha, vol 2 p. 57) ®

Rabbi Goldscheider is the author of the newly
published book “Torah United’ (OU Press), featuring
divrei Torah on the weekly parasha from Rav Kook,
Rabbi Solovetichik, and the Chassidic Masters.

SHIUR SPONSORS

Sunday Nov. 26th - Rabbi Yitzchak Feigenbaum's Chizuk Shiur
was sponsored by Elaine Jaye in memory of her beloved father
7T 7NX' |2 2T on his 48th yahrzeit

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein's Shiur
is sponsored for the 2023 - 2024 academic year
by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"|
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Rabbi Adler’s Shiur
is sponsored for the 2023-2024 academic year by the Frist family
inmemory of their beloved daughter and sister Elisheva Frist a"h
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Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year
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Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus
in memory of their parents,

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z'l -
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Rosi and Ernest Strauss "1 -
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Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur -
Minchat Chinuch
is sponsored for the academic year 2023
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman
inmemory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman 2’|
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and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman 2’|
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Rabbi Goldin’s Shiur
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts
Irma Haas a’h and Hilde Myer a"h
Rabbi Manning’s Shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year
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Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

New on the Market in Rechavia!

Ground floor completely accessible, spacious & airy
4 rooms, 10m mirpeset, parking, tons of potential,
2 entrances so the 3rd bedroom can be used as a
clinic /office or studio unit. 4.177m shekel

Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim
Spacious 4.5 rooms, 100m with a 9m Sukka mirpeset,

one floor up, good shape, 4 exposures, newly renovated
bathrooms. 3.37m shekel

For Rent in Katamon

30m studio on Bustani street, ground floor,
small garden, for independent people over 55,
3500nis/month incl va'ad habyit & heat

Call to check
% PRIHADASH

WOMEN’S WRITING WORKSHOP
AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more betai[s, call Ruth 02-628-7359 0

& N4

or Judy 054-569-0410 VRS

¥
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Since the beginning of the war, a large
number of families have been evacuated
from their homes in the South and the North,
in order to protect them and keep them
safely away from the fighting and deadly
rocket attacks. The government is paying for
them to be housed in hotels in safer localities,
such as Jerusalem. While this proves how
much we are concerned with preserving life
and taking care of our citizens, it does pres-
ent a unique set of challenges.

This became very obvious to PUAH,
when a representative of the OU was vis-
iting such a group and taking care of their
needs and requests. He asked what they
wanted in terms of programming, and the
women immediately answered that they
wanted a class from PUAH. We were very
happy to oblige, of course.

Rabbi Lior Segev, one of PUAH’s Rabbis
and counselors, presented some of the
halachic questions and challenges that we
are dealing with since the beginning of the
war, including some of the issues that we
discussed here recently. Mrs. Ofira Haco-
hen-Kerner spoke with the women about
their specific situation. Ofira is a psycho-
therapist, studied in PUAH and is one of
the women who answer PUAH’s Hotline
for Emotional Support.

The session was an opportunity for
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RABBI GIDEON
WEITZMAN

Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

the women to both share their own frus-
trations and complications, as well as to
receive some support and practical advice.

The women spoke about the difficulty of
an entire family, many with young children,
living together in one hotel room, and the
toll that this has on their marriage. The cou-
ples find it extremely difficult to find time
to be alone and build their marriage. This is
at a time when they are suffering from the
trauma of what they saw, experienced and
felt, during the horrific attacks on their homes
and our country and people. They are con-
cerned for the future and it appears that they
will be in this situation for quite some time.

In other circumstances, the couple
would be able to console each other and
give each other support. But this is not
always possible while living in the same
room with their children.

Ofira was able to allow them to voice
their concerns and to give them some good
practical advice. Much of what she said
was directed to their particular case, but
some of it is relevant to many of us.

More on this next time.

KNOW WHAT TO ANSWER
FREE COUNTER-MISSIONARY

Videos ¢ Parsha Insights ¢ Booklets ¢ Counseling
jewsfLirjudaism.org
Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz  info@JewsforJudaism.org
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Strengthening Olim in Times of Crisis

Nefesh B'Nefesh is staying focused on its responsibilities and
unique capabilities committing our efforts to three main areas:
Relief for Olim in distress, support for our Lone Soldiers and

their families, and recruitment and coordination of volunteer
physicians to bolster Israel’s national health care system.

OPERATION
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FLIGHT TO ISRAEL FOR
PARENTS OF LONE SOLDIERS

The Nefesh B'Nefesh Aliyah Campus
wants to host your wedding|

THERAPEUTIC
RESOURCES
FOR OLIM

WHO HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BY THE WaAR
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WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/WAR-EFFORTS



TORAH 4 TEENS

BY TEENS

Yehuda Bessner
Chapter Director
Jerusalem

Embracing Our Fears

In this week’s Parsha, we encounter an
unexpected side of Yaakov- a patriarch and
leader, grappling with an intense emotion
— fear. The Torah emphasizes this fear,
even using the term “7X1n” (exceedingly) to
describe Yaakov’s state explicitly.

As Yaakov prepares to confront his brother
Esav, the Torah provides a detailed account
of his approach: dividing his camp, sending
gifts, and davening to Hashem. However,
when he finally decides to go he ends up
attempting to sidestep the confrontation and
seems to turn back in his way. He is abruptly
stopped by a mysterious figure who engages
him in a nightlong wrestling match, ensur-
ing he faces his brother head-on despite the
immense fear he was feeling.

This theme is seen in other places
throughout Tanach, notably with Moshe
on his way to Egypt and Yonah with the
whale, where Hashem intervenes when
the protagonist nearly succumbs to their
fear. Clearly, the Torah is imparting on
us this concept of not simply waiting for
fears to dissipate but rather to confront
them directly. Furthermore, this is exactly
what Rabbi Sacks insightfully notes that
“courage does not mean having no fear. It
means having fear but overcoming it.”
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For example, what makes our soldiers so
brave and so holy is not because they are
fearless, it’s rather specifically because they
are indeed afraid, but yet have the courage to
fight and protect us despite any risks involved;
being invincible would not be heroic.

As we navigate our own fears, let’s
embrace courage, explicitly recognizing
that it’s not about the absence of our fears
but about facing them. Good Shabbos!

Victor-Eliyahu Aboody
11th grade
Jerusalem

Spiritual and Physical Readiness:
Yaakov’s Approach to Dealing
with Esav

In Parshat Vayishlach the Torah describes
Yaakov Avinu’s preparation for his encoun-
ter with Esav. The mefarshim offer various
insights into Yaakov’s preparation.

Rashi explains that Yaakov prepared in
three main ways for his encounter with
Esav. He used Tefila, gifts and readiness for
battle in order to be properly equipped to
handle any situation that might arise. He
made sure to cover both the spiritual and
physical aspects in his preparation.

The Or Hachaim notes that Yaakov’s
prayers were not solely for his victory,
rather he prayed for the safety and peace
of all his family. He recognized that this
was his ultimate goal, as he did not seek
conflict with his brother Esav.



The Netziv points out the emotional prepa-
ration of Yaakov. Yaakov spent the previous
night alone wrestling with an angel. We can
see that Yaakov had his own spiritual strug-
gles he ultimately overcame to help him in
his potential conflict with Esav.

These words of wisdom from the great
mefarshim can teach us many practical les-
sons for our lives right now! The mefarshim
explain what steps we need to take in times of
conflict and what our goals are. From a physi-
cal perspective we must be ready to fight with
gevura and protect Am Yisrael with strength
and courage. On the spiritual side we must
pray for the safety and peace of our nation.
We must also be giborim as it says in Pirkei
Avot: "%’ DX w200 M) PR’ - Who is a
hero? One who overcomes his Yetzer.

I pray for all of Am Yisrael to be able to
continue playing their unique roles in this
struggle and to bring Hashem’s will into
the world. Shabbat Shalom. m

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any geld/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-0627

Be'er Tz1pomb a"b j
Bottled Water Gemacly “7

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter and
brought life and strength toso ..z
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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OUR LIGHT
WILL NEVER Up to

BE DIMMED 40% off
Chanukkah
Collection

HAZORFIM

SINCE 1952
WWW.HAZORFIM.CO.IL //072-3700368

Jerusalem | Kfar Daniel | Bnei Brak | Tel Aviv | Haifa | Raanana | Ben Gurion Airport

Offer valid until 12.10.23 or while the stocks last. Sale is valid on participating items only. No double discounts.



