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"הקל קול יעקב והידים ידי עשו" )כ"ז:כ"ב(
"The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Eisav" (27:22)
The Vilna Gaon (Rabbi Eliyahu ben Shlomo 1720-1797) asks why the word "Hakol"-"The voice" is spelled lacking the 
Hebrew letter "Vav" and may be misread as "Ha-kal"- meaning "light" or "faint"? 
He answered that this is to teach us that whenever the voice of righteousness, as symbolized by Jacob, becomes faint, 
then the evil in the world represented by the hands of Eisav becomes strong and prominent. However, when the voice 
of Jacob is heard loudly and reverberates around the world, then the "kal" can be correctly read as "kol" through the 
addition of the letter "vav", as the hands of Eisav lose control. 
The Midrash Rabbah emphasis this idea:
א"ר ברכיה בשעה שיעקב מרכין בקולו ידי עשו שולטות
"Rav Brachya said if Jacob's voice is faint, Eisav's hands will rule."                                                              ~ Shabbat Shalom

HELPFUL REMINDERS
7 Days After Molad: 8 Kislev/ Mon. night Nov. 20
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Kislev/Mon. night Nov. 27

THIS WEEK'S COVER IMAGE!
And may G-d give you of the dew of the heavens and of the fatness of the earth and an 
abundance of grain and wine. This photo is the Switzerland Forest in Tiberias overlooking 
the Kinneret. Midrashim tell us that the ‘fatness of the earth’ promised to Yaakov, was 
Miriam’s well, which is in the Kinneret. Our soldiers are fighting on behalf of us all, to allow 
us to live in peace and enjoy the ‘fatness of the earth’. We pray for their success and that they 
should all return home safe and well. Photographed by Julian Alper of Tiberias.
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