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Question: I noticed that a storage room 
jointly owned by several residents of our 
apartment building in Jerusalem does not 
have a mezuza. I bought a mezuza myself, 
and because it is nicer than some of those 
in my home, I thought of taking the new 
one for myself and moving one of my 
apartment’s mezuzot to the storage room. 
Is there any problem doing that?

Answer: Yasher koach for taking care of 
the mezuza. The responsibilities of multi-
ple people can often be neglected (see Bava 
Batra 24b). Since you bought the mezuza 
yourself, unless you had in mind to for-
mally acquire it on behalf the group, you 
do not need permission from anyone from 
a monetary perspective. 

The issue has to do with the nature of the 
obligation to have a mezuza in a storage 
room. In this column (Toldot 5783), we 
presented a machloket Rishonim whether 
a storage room that is not part of a home’s 
daily activity requires a mezuza. Although 
the Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah 286:2) 
rules it is required, we accepted the opin-
ions of several poskim (see Yalkut Yosef, 
YD 285:28) that there is enough doubt to 
recommend not reciting a beracha when 
attaching a mezuza to a storage room. The 

fact that it is jointly owned does not raise 
additional doubt (Chulin 135b; Shulchan 
Aruch, YD 286:1), unless there are non-Jew-
ish partners (Rama ad loc.) – of course, we 
do not know your neighbors. 

Moving a mezuza from a location where it 
is definitely part of a mitzva to one in which 
the obligation/mitzva is doubtful could 
potentially violate the rule of ma’alin bako-
desh v’lo moridin (=mbkvlm; one is forbid-
den to lower the status of a sacred object). 
This concept is derived from p’sukim (Men-
achot 99a) in the context of increasing and 
not decreasing the honor of holy objects in 
the mikdash, and there are varied opinions 
on whether this is an authentic Torah law 
or a Rabbinic asmachta (see Be’ur Halacha 
to Orach Chayim 42:1). Additional Talmudic 
applications of mbkvlm vary greatly (includ-
ing: a temporary kohen gadol not returning 
to serve as a simple kohen (Yoma 73a); 
increasing the number of candles as Cha-
nuka progresses (Shabbat 21b); not using 
something from tefillin shel rosh for a shel 
yad (Menachot 34b)). It is likely that some 
applications represent the heart of the hala-
cha and others are only related concepts 
(unpublished shiur by Rav Asher Weiss). 

The following, cited by the Mishna Ber-
ura (15:1), is the closest case to ours that 
is discussed by classical Acharonim. The 
Shulchan Aruch (OC 15:1) permits moving 
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tzitzit from one garment to another. The 
Pri Megadim (EA 15:2) is unsure whether it 
is permitted to move them from a garment 
with a Torah-level obligation to one with 
only a Rabbinic one. The Artzot Hachayim 
(15:5) permits it, whereas he forbids taking 
them from the garment of an adult to that 
of a child. (Their short pieces mention the 
possibility of bizuy (disgrace) to the tzitzit, 
not the concept of mbkvlm). 

It is unclear whether we can extrapolate 
from these sources to our mezuza ques-
tion. There is a machloket whether mbkvlm 
applies only to matters related to kedusha or 
even non-kedusha-related mitzva objects (see 
Beit Yosef, YD 259). Mezuza is in the kedusha 
category, whereas tzitzit are not (Megilla 
26b). We also have to consider to what extent 
the change in the mezuza’s location impacts 
on its sanctity, as one can argue that wher-
ever a mezuza is, it itself has the same kedu-
sha irrespective of the mezuza-obligation sta-
tus of the doorway (see discussion in Kvi’at 
Mezuza K’hilchata 14:5). 

In any case, (among?) the first to write 

about taking a mezuza from a doorway 
that fully requires a mezuza to one in 
which it is only a safek are contemporary 
poskim. The very influential Rav S.Z. Auer-
bach (Minchat Shlomo II, 97.24) reasons 
that it is forbidden because of mbkvlm, as 
does Teshuvot V’hanagot (I:649). In the 
absence of anyone of such prominence dis-
agreeing with them, it is difficult to allow 
the move. On the other hand, it is reason-
able to argue that one should be able to 
rely on the majority opinion that a storage 
room’s mezuza obligation is definite. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

Passing on 
Our Memories

Our Sages tell us that we were redeemed 
from Egypt on the merit of the righteous 
women. The men in Egypt were enslaved, 
both physically and mentally; their morale 
was extremely low, as it seemed that there 
was no hope and no prospect of ever leav-
ing Egypt. In addition, Paro had given the 
midwife's explicit instructions to kill all the 
male children, and, when they disobeyed 
his orders, he simply commanded his ser-
vants and soldiers to go and find Jewish 
male babies and kill them.

Jewish men were distraught, asking 
themselves whether it was even worth it 
to continue having children, who would 
inevitably die at the hands of their cruel 
Egyptian masters. They separated from 
their wives, stopped having children, and 
waited for the fateful demise of the Jewish 

people. Had the men had their way this 
would be the end of the children of Israel, 
who would have perished before we could 
become an independent nation.

But the women had a different attitude; 
they were not willing to surrender to the 
evil decree, they refused to succumb to the 
sadistic ruler of Egypt. They enticed their 
husbands and continued to give birth to 
boys and girls. Many were killed and some 
were able to get away, but the Jewish peo-
ple as a whole survived, due to the tenacity 
and determination of Jewish women.

While the Midrashic story highlights the 
achievements and unswerving faith of our 
incredible Jewish women, it also empha-
sizes that the future of the Jewish people is 
dependent on the birth of Jewish children. 
Without babies being born the Jewish peo-
ple cannot survive.

This is the reason why Seder night is 
centered on children, and on passing the 
tradition from one generation to the next. 
The Torah instructs us "and you shall tell 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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