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Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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We spent Shabbat in the Neve Ilan Hotel 
in the Judean Hills with hundreds of resi-
dents from the Gaza periphery and other 
southern communities. On this memorable 
Shabbat, sparks of inspiration came from 
the following:

Prayer. Lighting Shabbat candles is always 
inspiring, but especially at this time. There 
is a sense that all of our private prayers are 
being combined into a single large collective 
prayer. Thanks to whoever composed a 
special prayer for the hostages that all of us 
recited with passionate longing.

History. On Shabbat I heard stories that 
will soon be written about as part of our 
history -- how Moshav Shokeda and Kibbutz 
Zikim and Kibbutz Yad Mordechai were 
saved. Members of the rapid response team 
of Shokeda watched from their roofs in hor-
ror as the adjacent Kibbutz Be'eri was going 
up in flames. They feared that they could be 
next. What exactly happened there? This is 
a story that is yet to be told.

Hope. I asked the teenagers to describe 
their present feelings in one word. One said 
"process." One said "test." They understand 
that something extraordinary is happening 
in the here and now. One of the girls told me 
that the most difficult moment was when they 

were told that they would be in the hotel until 
Hanukkah, but then her friend said that this 
was also the easiest moment since she now 
understood that she had to adapt, to step back, 
to take a breath. This morning, by the way, the 
kids will finally start to study in a classroom 
again. Where? In the school for instruction 
about the Holocaust at Yad Vashem.

Soul-searching. I was embarrassed when 
a resident father of Zikim told me about the 
routine messages he was getting on his cell 
phone: "The explosions that you heard are 
from Hamas training exercises. Continue 
with your routine as usual." Why exactly 
were they training? His children now have 
the ability to reach their safe room within 
15 seconds. They were born under the 
threat of missile attack, but must they con-
tinue to live like this? Where have we been 
all these years?

Strength. I asked what gives them 
strength. One of the girls said: "My parents." 
I received many other answers and then 
another girl said that in the first days of the 
war the residents of her moshav went to live 
in Arad where a community of Gur Cha-
sidim looked after them. Afterwards they 
stayed at the Sde Boker Field School where 
they got close to the local community. "I 

OU ISRAEL CENTER         63

THE DAILY
 PORTION

BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL,
Nitza Blvd, 1 month min. Amazing sea view, 

kosher, furnished: May, June, July 2023  
from September 2023 short or long term

APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM

Shabbat Sparks from 
People of the South

To receive Sivan Rahav-Meir's daily WhatsApp: 
http://tiny.cc/DailyPortion



OU ISRAEL CENTER 59

am in great distress since I cannot be in my 
home," the girl admitted, "but exposure to 
the true people of Israel gives strength."

Future: On Shabbat afternoon, a boy sat 
and studied for his Bar Mitzvah. His Torah 
portion is Korach and it's half a year away. 
He does not know where he will celebrate 
this event but he diligently continues to prac-
tice for it all the same. 




