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Our Dynasty is Our Destiny 
MELACHIM ALEPH 1:1-31

This week’s Haftorah begins with a descrip-
tion of Dovid HaMelech in his old age, י�ָמִים א ב�ַ  ב�ָ
and the rocky road toward the transfer of lead-
ership. His son, Adoniyahu declares himself 
king. Dovid, at the initiation of his wife Batsheva 
and his trusted advisor and prophet Nathan, 
announces that Shlomo will be the continuation 
of the Davidic dynasty and inherit the king-
ship. Why is it necessary to report Adoniyahu’s 
attempt to usurp Shlomo’s ascent to kingship? 
Ultimately, wasn’t the Davidic line secured with 
Dovid HaMelech’’s own anointing? 

The connection between the Parshiyot and 
Haftorot are sometimes more obvious, and 
sometimes less so. One possible connection 
for this week’s readings is the use of the 
words י�ָמִים ב�ַ א   describing both Avraham ב�ָ
and Dovid. In their advanced ages both 
Dovid and Avraham recognize the need to 
assure a strong future for the Jewish people. 
Avraham does so by going to great lengths to 
find an appropriate wife for his unmarried 
son Yitzchok and Dovid does so by publicly 
proclaiming Shlomo king. Dovid and Avra-
ham teach us by example that no matter our 
age or strength we must continuously work 
for the betterment of Klal Yisroel. 

It is especially significant that the area of 
focus for both Avraham and Dovid in the 

waning years of their lives is continuity. All 
too often iconic figures achieve greatness 
in their own lives, but are sadly unable 
to transmit it to succeeding generations. 
A succession plan was crucial for both 
Avraham and Dovid. The distinction of 
these men lies not merely in their ability 
to see the importance of breeding succes-
sors, but more so in their awareness of 
the particular needs of those who would 
assume the mantle of leadership following 
them. Avraham understood Yitzchok could 
only achieve his mission and his potential 
through the continuity of family. Dovid 
is keenly mindful that since Adoniyahu 
announced his rulership, only a public 
pronouncement could securely ensconce 
Shlomo as the next melech al Yisroel - king 
of the Jewish people. 

Both Avraham and Dovid enabled continu-
ity through deliberate actions; they carried 
out actions for their sons that were not car-
ried out for them. Great leaders, like Avra-
ham and Dovid, are prepared to do for oth-
ers what was not done for them if it is indeed 
for the greater good and future of the people. 
They understand the value of mesorah, of 
transmitting values and heritage.

May Hashem bless us with the strength 
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

and energy to assure the continuity of our 
people and Land, the wisdom to cherish 
our heritage and recognize the needs of 
others. Building a nation through family 
and dynasty is our destiny. 




