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Abraham: A Life of Faith
Abraham, the Sages were convinced, was a 

greater religious hero than Noah. We hear this 
in the famous dispute among the Sages about 
the phrase that Noah was “perfect in his gener-
ations,” meaning relative to his generations:

“In his generations” – Some of our Sages 
interpret this favourably: if he had lived in 
a generation of righteous people, he would 
have been even more righteous. Others 
interpret it derogatorily: In comparison with 
his generation he was righteous, but if he 
had lived in Abraham’s generation, he would 
not have been considered of any impor-
tance. Rashi on Genesis 6:9:2

Some thought that if Noah had lived in 
the time of Abraham he would have been 
inspired by his example to yet greater 
heights; others that he would have stayed 
the same, and thus been insignificant when 
compared to Abraham. But neither side 
doubted that Abraham was the greater.

Similarly, the Sages contrasted the 
phrase, “Noah walked with God,” with the 
fact that Abraham walked before God.

“Noah walked with God” – But concerning 
Abraham, Scripture says in Genesis 24:40: 

“[The Lord] before Whom I walked.” Noah 
required [God’s] support to uphold him [in 
righteousness], but Abraham strengthened 
himself and walked in his righteousness by 
himself. Rashi on Genesis 6:9

Yet what evidence do we have in the text 
itself that Abraham was greater than Noah? 
To be sure, Abraham argued with God in 
protest against the destruction of the cities 
of the plain, while Noah merely accepted 
God’s verdict about the Flood. Yet God 
invited Abraham’s protest. Immediately 
beforehand the text says:

Then the Lord said, ‘Shall I hide from Abra-
ham what I am about to do? Abraham will 
surely become a great and powerful nation, 
and all nations on earth will be blessed 
through him. For I have chosen him, so that 
he will direct his children and his household 
after him to keep the way of the Lord by 
doing what is right and just, so that the Lord 
will bring about for Abraham what He has 
promised him.’ Genesis 18:17-19

This is an almost explicit invitation to 
challenge the verdict. God delivered no 
such summons to Noah. So Noah’s failure 
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Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

MEKOR HAIM 100 sqm 
with 3 bedrooms and 2 
full bathrooms, registered 
parking and sukka 
terrace. Shabbat elevator.
Price 3,650,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON, Moshava 
Bldg. 74 sqm, two beds, 
2 baths & 2 terraces. 3rd 
floor great views. Available 
immediately. 2 elevators, 
underground parking. 24/7 
doorman. 3,650,000 NIS

In BAKA, 236 sqm on two 
floors, plus 80 sqm of out-
door space, high ceilings, 
authentic Jerusalem build-
ing with modern addition. 
4 bedrooms plus office/ or 
sitting room. Master suite 
on entrance level.  
Parking and storage.

OLD KATAMON 300 sqm of 
living space and garden.  
11 rooms. Large dining room 
and large entertainment 
area. 5 bathrooms and 2 
balconies 

Available now at good 
price.  Call Eta.

In GERMAN COLONY,  
140 sqm on one floor, 2nd 
floor walk up, completely 
renovated. 4 bedrooms and 
2 full baths. Large sukka 
terrace. 7,100,000 NIS

to protest should not be held against him.
If anything, the Torah seems to speak 

more highly of Noah than of Abraham. We 
are told: 

Noah found favour in the eyes of the Lord.
Genesis 6:6

Twice Noah is described as a righteous 
man, a tzaddik:
1. “Noah was a righteous man, blameless 

among the people of his time, and he 
walked with God” (Genesis 6:9).

2. “The Lord then said to Noah, ‘Go into 
the Ark, you and your whole family, 
because I have found you righteous in 
this generation’” (Genesis 7:1).

No one else in the whole of Tanach is 
called righteous. How then was Abraham 
greater than Noah?

One answer, and a profound one, is sug-
gested in the way the two men responded 
to tragedy and grief. After the Flood, we 
read this about Noah: 

Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he 
planted a vineyard. He drank some of the 
wine, making himself drunk, and uncovered 
himself in the tent. Genesis 9:20-21

This is an extraordinary decline. The 
“righteous man” has become a “man of the 
soil.” The man who was looked to “bring us 
comfort” (Genesis 5:29) now seeks comfort 
in wine. What has happened?

The answer, surely, is that Noah was indeed 
a righteous man, but one who had seen a 
world destroyed. We gain the impression of 
a man paralysed with grief, seeking oblivion. 
Like Lot’s wife who turned back to look on the 
destruction, Noah finds he cannot carry on. 
He is desolated, grief-stricken. His heart is bro-
ken. The weight of the past prevents him from 
turning toward the future.
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Now think of Abraham at the beginning 
of this week’s parsha. He had just been 
through the greatest trial of his life. He had 
been asked by God to sacrifice the son he 
had spent so many years waiting for. He 
had been asked to face sacrificing and los-
ing the most precious thing in his whole 
life. It’s hard to imagine his state of mind as 
the trial unfolded.

Then just as he was about to lift the knife 
the call came from Heaven saying ‘Stop’, 
and the story seemed to have a happy end-
ing after all. But there was a terrible twist 
in store. Just as Abraham was returning, 
relieved his son’s life spared, he discovered 
that the trial had a victim after all. Immedi-
ately after it, at the beginning of this week’s 
parsha, we read of the death of Sarah. And 
the Sages suggested that the two events 
were simultaneous. As Rashi explains: 

“The account of Sarah’s demise was jux-
taposed to the Binding of Isaac because as 
a result of the news of the ‘Binding,’ that 
her son was prepared for slaughter, and 
was almost slaughtered, her soul flew out 
of her, and she died.” 

We’d say today she had a heart attack 
from the news. 

Now try and put yourself in the situation 
of Abraham. He has almost sacrificed his 
child and now as an indirect result of the 
trial itself, the news has killed his wife of 
many years, the woman who stayed with 
him through all his travels and travails, who 
twice saved his life, who in joy gave birth to 
Isaac in her old age. Had Abraham grieved 
for the rest of his days, we would surely 
have understood, just as we understand 
Noah’s grief. Instead we read the following: 

And Sarah died in Kiryat Arba, that is 

Hebron in the land of Canaan, and Abra-
ham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep 
for her, and Abraham rose up from before 
his dead.

Abraham mourns and weeps, and then 
rises up and does two things to secure the 
Jewish future, two acts whose effects we 
feel to this day. He buys the first plot in the 
Land of Israel, a field in the Cave of Mach-
pelah. And then he secures a wife his son 
Isaac, so that there will be Jewish grand-
children, Jewish continuity. Noah grieves 
and is overwhelmed by his loss. Abraham 
grieves knowing what he has lost. But then 
he rises up and builds the Jewish future. 
There is a limit to grief. This is what Abra-
ham knows and Noah does not.

Abraham bestowed this singular gift on 
his descendants. The Jewish people suffered 
tragedies that would have devastated other 
nations beyond any hope of recovery. The 
destruction of the First Temple and the Bab-
ylonian exile. The destruction of the Second 
Temple and the end of Jewish sovereignty. 
The expulsions, massacres, forced conver-
sions and inquisitions of the Middle Ages, 
the pogroms of the 17th and 19th centuries, 
and finally the Shoah. Yet somehow the 
Jewish people mourned and wept, and then 
rose up and built the future. This is their 
unique strength and it came from Abra-
ham, as we see in this week’s parsha.

Kierkegaard wrote a profound sentence 
in his journals: 

It requires moral courage to grieve, it 
requires religious courage to rejoice.

Perhaps that’s the difference between 
Noah the Righteous, and Abraham the Man 
of Faith. Noah grieved, but Abraham knew 
that there must eventually be an end to grief. 
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We must turn from yesterday’s loss to the 
call of tomorrow. We must help to be born. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
OU Chizuk Sessions  

Thank you to Rosina Fisher, Briana Simon and Meryll Goldwag  
for their donations toward the OU Chizuk Sessions

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein's Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 - 2024 academic year  

by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"lמנחם 

מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז"ל

Rabbi Adler’s Shiur 
 is sponsored for the 2023-2024 academic year by the Frist family in memory 
of their beloved daughter and sister Elisheva Frist a"h אלישבע סימא בת 

זלמן ע"ה

Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 

לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents, 

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l - 
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur -  
Minchat Chinuch  

is sponsored for the academic year 2023  
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman 

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by 

Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 
Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year 

לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Resumes
Oct 15th

DOROT - The OU Women's 
Intergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob  

052-384-7230

Monday Evenings 7:00-9:00pm

רפואה שלמה
Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

Chana bat Bruriah
Benzion Simcha Mendel Ben Chana Rachel

Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel

Leah Naomi bat Tova
אברהם יהושע בן פרל באהדנא

לב אייזיק בן אולגה
יהונתן בן מחלה

Call to check

Call to 
check

Call to check




