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enemies, and may we return to building 
rich lives steeped in Torah values.

Ilana Weinberg
11th grade, Efrat
Learning From  
Avraham Avinu

The beginning of Parshat חיי שרה is dedi-
cated to Sarah Emainu. Everything that is 
being done is in the name of Sarah. We read 
in the first aliyah and the beginning of sec-
ond aliyah how Avraham looks for the best 
place to bury Sarah. Then there is the nego-
tiations to purchase the land and it ends off 
with him buying the land and burying her.

Avraham did all this after mourning 
the loss of his wife as we see in the end of 
Pasuk 2 and the beginning of Pasuk 3
”ויבוא אברהם לספד לשרה ולבכותה: ויקם אברהם”

We learn from Avraham that even after 
we lose so much, we need to get up and do. 
Doing is part of the healing process.

In recent times, we as a nation have lost 
so much! We lost valuable people. People 
have lost their loved ones. Others have 
lost their homes and everything they had. 
We are all mourning that loss. This loss is 
only bringing us closer together. A feeling 
we haven’t felt in a long time. Not that 
long ago, we felt the separation between 
us and now we see everyone going out of 
their way for others. Whether it is in dona-
tions, helping our soldiers, sending notes, 
food, gear, etc., hosting families and keep-
ing them company… We are all working 

Rose Schwartz
Gush Etzion  
Chapter Director

Fighting for our Values
In parshat Chayei Sarah, before sending 

her off to marry Yitzchak, Lavan gives his 
sister Rachel a bracha. He says:
אחתנו את היי לאלפי רבבה וירש זרעך את שער שנאיו

Our sister, be the mother of thousands 
of ten thousands and may your offspring 
inherit the gate of their enemies. (24:60)

On this pasuk, Rashi asks why did Lavan 
not give Rivka a bracha that she should have 
no enemies at all? Rashi answers that having 
no enemies may not necessarily be a good 
sign. People who have and hold something of 
value are people who generally have enemies. 

Lavan gives a bracha to Rivka that she 
should merit in having many descendants 
come from her who live rich lives filled with 
meaning and success knowing that it would 
bring upon them enemies. In that, he gives 
her a bracha that her descents should have 
the strength to overcome their enemies, and 
that their criticisms should be to no avail. 

As Jews living in our homeland of Israel, we 
have built lives for ourselves full of Torah- lives 
full of happiness and success through our con-
stant striving to create lives of Torah values. 

We have enemies because as a people our 
lives are intertwined with the source of our 
great value, the Torah. May Am Yisrael have 
the strength and fortitude to overcome our 
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NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
New on the Market in Rechavia!  
Ground floor completely accessible, spacious & airy,  
4 rooms, 10m mirpeset, parking, tons of potential,  
2 entrances so the 3rd bedroom can be used as a  
clinic /office or studio unit. 4.17m NIS

Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim 
Spacious 4.5 rooms, 100m with a 9m Sukka mirpeset, 
one floor up,  good shape,  4 exposures, newly renovated 
bathrooms. 3.37m NIS

For Rent in Rechavia 
2 rooms on Rashba street, good shape, 1 floor up, 
spacious, small building, mirpeset, 5400/month NIS

together as a united nation. Everything we 
are doing now is dedicated to all those we 
are mourning and lost.

We need to take Avraham’s strength and 
learn from him how to move forward. We 
need to continue building an even stronger 
nation. What the future holds for us is greater 
than anything we have been used to and we 
can only face it as a strong nation, together.

עם ישראל חי! שבת שלום ומבורךָ! 
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attribute of Emet, truth in Yaakov. And 
above all, G-d valued their commitment 
to passing on these valued attributes to 
their descendants. That is why He ‘chose 
us from all the nations.’

Our chosenness has nothing to do with 
high intelligence. It has to do with Midot, 
character traits. At the end of the day, 
this is what we are all about. The central 
challenge to us is working on our per-
sonal Midot. The Vilna Gaon said that 
the reason we are here in this world is to 
improve a Midah, which we have thus far 
not perfected. Therefore, we must always 
work on this, for if we do not improve 
our Midot while we are here, what is the 
purpose of life? We must instill this con-
cept in our children and grandchildren 
that bringing home a Report Card with 
all “A’s” on academic subjects will bring 
them a reward but getting all “A’s” on 
the Midot side will bring even a greater 
reward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure… 

We buy old sifrei kodesh, judaica  
gold, silver, coins, collectables, 
banknotes, antiques and more… 

דורמדור ל  
Ran: 054-5561223 
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades

This Dvar Torah is dedicated in loving memory 
of Yita bat Shlomo, Rav Aharon Ziegler’s mother 
whose yahrzeit is on Shavuot.

Torah Tidbits extends a mazal tov to Rav Ziegler 
on his upcoming book of Torah Derashot, “The 
Sapphire Bricks of Torah” 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

Passing on 
Our Memories

Our Sages tell us that we were redeemed 
from Egypt on the merit of the righteous 
women. The men in Egypt were enslaved, 
both physically and mentally; their morale 
was extremely low, as it seemed that there 
was no hope and no prospect of ever leav-
ing Egypt. In addition, Paro had given the 
midwife's explicit instructions to kill all the 
male children, and, when they disobeyed 
his orders, he simply commanded his ser-
vants and soldiers to go and find Jewish 
male babies and kill them.

Jewish men were distraught, asking 
themselves whether it was even worth it 
to continue having children, who would 
inevitably die at the hands of their cruel 
Egyptian masters. They separated from 
their wives, stopped having children, and 
waited for the fateful demise of the Jewish 

people. Had the men had their way this 
would be the end of the children of Israel, 
who would have perished before we could 
become an independent nation.

But the women had a different attitude; 
they were not willing to surrender to the 
evil decree, they refused to succumb to the 
sadistic ruler of Egypt. They enticed their 
husbands and continued to give birth to 
boys and girls. Many were killed and some 
were able to get away, but the Jewish peo-
ple as a whole survived, due to the tenacity 
and determination of Jewish women.

While the Midrashic story highlights the 
achievements and unswerving faith of our 
incredible Jewish women, it also empha-
sizes that the future of the Jewish people is 
dependent on the birth of Jewish children. 
Without babies being born the Jewish peo-
ple cannot survive.

This is the reason why Seder night is 
centered on children, and on passing the 
tradition from one generation to the next. 
The Torah instructs us "and you shall tell 
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ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls
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Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

 A Community Forum
Wednesday November 15th, 7:30pm

Address by: Rabbi Dr. Alex Mondrow
GUIDANCE & SUPPORT  

FOR CHALLENGING TIMES
Shir Hadash, 1 Yakov Rubin Street Jerusalem

Sponsored by the Kehillot of:
Migdal HaShoshanim, Ohel Nehama & Shir Hadash




