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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

"And the Tree of Life in the midst of the Garden" (2:9)
The Targum Onkelos (35 C.E.-120 C.E. Rome) in his ancient translation of the Bible, translates the word "in the 

midst" as "In the CENTER of the Garden" -  ״במציעות גנתא״
The Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Yisrael Kagan, 1838-1933 Raadin) asks why the Tree of Life needs to be centrally located 

according to Onkelos? He answered that since the tree radiated life, it needed to be at the center of the Garden; like 
a heart which distributes life sustaining blood throughout the body, it needs to be in a central location of the body.

Similarly, with regards to the role of the Torah in our spiritual lives, it too, must be the center of our lives over all 
other interests in our lives. Our lives derive its purpose from the Torah and when we face seemingly insurmountable 
challenges, we lean on our Emunah in G-d and His Torah to help us overcome.

Shabbat Shalom

ועץ החיים בתוך הגן )כ:ט(

מולד חודש מרחשון יהיה במוצאי שבת קודש בשעה 6, 33 דקות וחלק אחד
ראש חדש חשון יהיה ביום ראשון וביום שני הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה

Please note that the Zmanim chart for the coming year will appear  
in next week's Edition be"H, when we hope to have a full distribution.

Kiddush Levana: 
3 Days from the Molad: Tues. Night Oct. 17
7 Days from the Molad: Motzei Shabbat Oct. 21
Last time to say Kiddush Levana :Motzei Shabbat Oct. 28

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan is Sun. and Mon. Oct. 15-16

See TorahTidbits.com > Individual Articles 
for Devar Torah by: Rabbi Daniel Mann
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

I write this message, dear readers, with a 
heavy heart. I had intended to write about 
happy times, of celebrations, with uplifting 
and positive messages. We just finished the 
holiday of zman simchateinu, a time of joy 
and gladness, and I wanted to write about 
the beauty and simcha of Torah, of enthu-
siasm for learning, and the Jewish people’s 
deep connection with this book, our life’s 
blood. But traumatic, 
tragic circumstances 
have required me to 
reassess and rewrite. As 
of now, Monday of Par-
shat Bereshit, there are 
so many unknowns of 
our current situation in 
Israel. Every day, every 
hour, is a new update - 
of war, of Jewish casual-
ties, more hostages, more horror. I am sure 
that we will have greater clarity by the time 
this message reaches your hands, as much 
as I am sure that there will remain many 
unknowns and many questions. Never-
theless, I hope that the words I am going to 
say in these pages will reach every reader’s 
heart and mind.

I had the great merit of learning in Yeshi-
vat Ohr Etzion with Rosh HaYeshiva Rav 
Chaim Drukman, zt”l. Unfortunately, during 
my years in yeshiva there, we knew many 
people who were murdered or injured in 
terror attacks at the time. There were times 
when we were shaken to the core, in pain 

and grief. But every time, we could always 
see Rav Drukman powering forward, con-
tinuing to teach and to lead.

I can clearly remember one instance, 
when Rav Drukman was lecturing in his 
house, sometime after he had been in a 
terror attack where he had been shot, and 
his driver, Ephraim Ayubi, had been killed. 
Just a week and a half later, Rav Drukman 

returned to teaching in 
his home. I was in his 
class on She’elot uTeshu-
vot, responsa literature, 
when a student raised 
his hand and asked, 
“How do you continue 
on? How do you con-
tinue when the person 
you spent countless 
hours with, your driver, 

your assistant, was killed in front of you? 
When you yourself sit here, injured, how 
do you keep going?” 

I remember Rav Drukman standing up, 
and I can remember how he responded, 
with his inflections and all, as if he said it 
yesterday. He quoted Yirmiyahu 30:7: 

יושע וממנה  ליעקב  היא  צרה   Et tzarah“ עת 
hee l’yaakov u’mimena yevashe’a” - It is a 
time of trouble for Yaakov, but from it he 
shall be saved.” He went on to explain that 
the verse does not say, “It is a time of trou-
ble for Yaakov and afterwards, he shall 
be saved.” The verse tells us, “u’mimena 
yevashe’a,” “from it he shall be saved.” 
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This means, Rav Drukman declared, that 
it is precisely from within the trouble, the 
tzarah, that Yaakov is going through, that 
Klal Yisrael is experiencing, that makes us 
resilient, that makes us stronger. It is what 
gives us the ability to overcome the chal-
lenges that we have to overcome. This is the 
lesson that gave Rav Drukman the strength 
to keep going. 

Looking at our situation now, there are so 
many questions. The questions themselves, 
unfortunately, have a weakening effect on 
us. And our enemies, these Hamas terror-
ists, know this. They are trying in every 
way, shape, or form 
to weaken our spirit. 
They know that what 
has brought Klal Yisrael 
back after 2,000 years, 
and what has enabled 
us to be victorious in 
our battles is our ruach, 
our fierce and tenacious 
spirit. It is our connec-
tion to G-d, our connec-
tion to the Torah, and there is no doubt that 
the Torah’s spirit dwells within Klal Yisrael. 
Hamas is continuing to try to weaken us. 
They are using hacks, fake videos, misin-
formation, any way they can manipulate 
and confuse us. The chaos of the attack has 
meant that information about hostages and 
who has been murdered, has been slow to 
come. Nevertheless, it has already become 
so personal. Many of us know dear friends, 
and dear friends’ children, who are among 
those murdered or taken hostage. So many 
of those around us have been drafted to 
fight. It is becoming more and more per-
sonal. How can our spirit stay strong? How 

can we stay positive in this painful time?
Our enemies want us to buckle from the 

pain. They want us to be sad. They want our 
resolve to break and to be left in a depressed 
state. It does seem that this would be the 
appropriate reaction. I walk through my 
house, my children at home, schools can-
celed, and I wonder if I should smile. Will it 
seem as if I do not identify with the tragedy 
befalling Klal Yisrael? However, I can’t help 
but wonder if this is the message we want to 
give over to each other, to our youth. A child 
looks up at you on the bus. Can you smile or 
has Hamas taken that away? 

Hamas wants us 
to be broken. But the 
reality is, we are stron-
ger than ever. We are 
more united than ever. 
Despite all the trag-
edy, the terrible pain 
this week has been, 
we still have so much 
to be grateful to God 
for. When you hear 

that 150%, 50% more than is needed, are 
answering the call for miluim, reserves… 
When you see cars, in the North and South, 
abandoned at intersections because the 
people in them immediately answered the 
call up to fight and left their car wherever 
it was… When you get so many people 
asking me, “Avi, how can we help?”.. When 
you get phone calls, emails, WhatsApp 
messages, all of people volunteering, 
donating, seeking ways to get involved and 
provide aid and assistance… When you see 
how many Israelis are trying to fly back 
from chutz laaretz to join the reserves and 
be ready to fight…It’s just unbelievably 
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For Sale  
Amazing Beach Front Hadera Apartment  

101 m2, 3rd Fl, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom apartment  
Unobstructed views of the Mediterranean Ocean  

20 m2 terrace facing the ocean, high-end kitchen, 2 parking 
spots and a storage unit.  24/7 doorman and exclusive gym and 

pool.  $1M – Great Investment Opportunity 
haderaapartment@gmail.com  +972 (0)54 594 2802 

May the Torah learning  
from this issue of Torah Tidbits be

      לעילוי נשמת
JOSEPH (JOE) MANASSEH z”l
    יוסף בן גבריאל מנשה ומעתוקה ז”ל

on his second Yahrzeit כ”ט תשרי

Greatly missed by his children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren

Families Ross, Miller,  
Lipnick & Manasseh

inspiring.“מי כעמך ישראל“  Who is like Your 
nation Israel!”

We are not a broken nation. We are united. 
Strong. Flying higher and higher. “Umimena 
yevashe’a” - from within the pain, we will con-
tinue to rise. We will show our enemies that 
they can never break our spirit. Yes, they have 
hit us, and hit us hard. But we will overcome. 
We will grow mightier than ever.

After this is all over, there will be a time 
for introspection. How could such a thing 
have happened? But right now, we need 
to focus on one thing - keeping our spirits 
high. Yes, we must be there for those who 
have lost loved ones. But we must also take 
Rav Drukman’s lesson to heart - “umimena 
yevashe’a”, to understand that this too can 
make us stronger, more resilient, more 
passionate, and, with God’s help, to move 
Klal Yisrael forward.

I encourage every Torah Tidbits reader to 
find ways to help, whether it be by donating 
blood at the blood drives happening now, 
packing up food packages being distributed 
throughout the country, or offering to take 
in families displaced from their homes. But 
I also encourage us all to take a step back 
and look at how much achdut (unity)we 

have. Focus on these positives. And smile.
It may seem strange, but we should not 

feel bad to have smiles on our faces during 
these difficult times. We need the smiles 
to move forward, to focus on the positive. 
And we need to communicate to others, 
through encouraging and warm messages 
and actions, the need to keep our spirit 
high. Through this, we will win against our 
enemies, and we will be victorious.

The OU is embarking on a global cam-
paign to address both the emotional and 
physical needs of those who rely on us, 
and we can't do it without you. I encourage 
those who can to support this campaign 
at ou.org/israelcrisis. We are also provid-
ing ongoing Chizuk programming which 
you can access via our website and social 
media channels.

Wishing you all an uplifting  
and inspiring Shabbat,
 

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.



8 TORAH TIDBITS 1534 / BERESHIT



OU ISRAEL CENTER 9

       1898                                       2023

**************** RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH ****************
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il  Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il 

Phone: 02-999-2418                WhatsApp: 058 787 3755

125th YEAR ANNIVERSARY  
Israel's LEADING and MOST TRUSTED Furniture Repair Company

PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture
EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Brand new seat made to replace  broken wooden seat 
CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
TABLE EXTENSIONS - To accommodate more people at your table 
LEG TIPS - For quieter chairs and helps to prevent water damage to the legs

 

  

PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture
EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Brand new seat made to replace  broken wooden seat 
CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
TABLE EXTENSIONS - To accommodate more people at your table 
LEG TIPS - For quieter chairs and helps to prevent water damage to the legs

 

  

 A new year has begun - time to fix your furniture

Keren Ashkelon

Support Our Soldiers and Defeat Terrorism
We are reaching out to request your 
support for our courageous soldiers and 
security forces battling Islamist terrorism in 
southern Israel. 
They need our help urgently in 
providing much needed equipment.

All donations 
 

Banking details:
Bank: Hapoalim (no. 12)
Branch: 686
Account: 551230
Payee: Keren Ashkelon

to the amuta of Keren 
Ashkelon are tax-deductible.

IBAN: IL210126860000000551230
Swift: POALILIT

All contributions go directly to aid our 
troops.

With G-d’s help and your donations, 
we can make a profound impact on 
our nation’s security and future.

With gratitude,

David Zwebner
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER

KEREN ASHKELON

054-433-2621

The Philanthropic Arm of the City of Ashkelon

בע"ה
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

Day 5, the seas were filled with fish, the 
skies with birds, blessed to be fruitful. Day 
6, animals were created on the land. And 
finally, man is created in the image of G-d. 
Man is blessed to be fruitful and multiply, 
to subdue the world and to rule over the 
animals. The world was completed; with 
no creation on the 7th day, it was endowed 
with blessing and holiness. 

The Creation of the world is depicted 
as evolving from less sophisticated to the 
most sophisticated. It begins with inani-
mate earth, water, heavens, which then are 
filled with vegetation, then living beings 
of fish and birds, then land animals. And 
finally, man. 

It is clear that it is not the creation of man 
that is the pinnacle of this story, but rather 
the radical being that he is; the image of 
G-d. While we are quite familiar with the 
description that man is created in the image 
of G-d, it is, as Rabbi Sacks coined, “Radical 
Then, Radical Now”. Man created in the 
image of G-d? That is a shocking depiction 
of man. As if to say, G-d is Creating a part-
ner, a shadow of Himself. Man is not a 
fancy ape, a well-developed baboon. While 
man shares characteristics with animals, 
a chasm divides; that chasm is the image 
of G-d. 

The rest of this parsha is the develop-
ment of this unique and radical relation-
ship; G-d and His shadow creation, man. 
How much is man like G-d? In what ways? 
And more crucially, in what ways not?

PARSHAT BERESHIT
The first 2 parshiot of the Torah, Breishit 

and Noach span 2,000 years. They can be 
viewed as the dawn of mankind. But in the 
narrative of the Torah, they must be seen 
differently. 

The Torah has 54 parshiot. The first 2 
describe universal man. And 52 describe the 
Jewish people’s covenant with G-d. Clearly, 
the first 2 parshiot are a prelude, the back-
story to the story of the Jewish people. But 
not the Jewish people. The unique covenant 
between G-d and a people. That is the story 
of the Torah. The story of the Torah is the 
covenant established by G-d with the Jewish 
people; who is in, how it develops, what are 
the mutual demands, how is it expressed. 
The first 2 parshiot must address the most 
basic question; why was a covenant made 
with a single people? While Parshat Breishit 
is rich in myriad lessons as to the nature of 
man, it is primarily this backstory to the 
covenant with the Jewish people that is the 
narrative of our parsha. 

 1ST ALIYA (GENESIS 1:1-2:3)
In the beginning was chaos; 

the spirit of G-d hovered over the 
waters. Day 1, light was created. Day 2, the 
waters were split up and down, with heav-
ens emerging between. Day 3, the water 
below was split, with dry land emerging, 
with vegetation. Day 4, the heavens above 
were filled with the sun, moon and stars. 
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2ND ALIYA (2:4-20)
A more detailed account of the 

Creation of Man: G-d creates man 
from dust of the earth and breathes into his 
nostrils the breath of life. He is placed in 
the Garden of Eden, full of beautiful trees, 
to work it, surrounded by rivers. G-d com-
mands man to not eat of the tree of knowl-
edge. And declares that it is not good for 
man to be alone; I will make him a partner.

The language of chapter 2 is in striking 
contrast to chapter 1. Chapter 1 placed man 
as the pinnacle of created beings. Chapter 
2 describes personality, morality, humility, 
emotion. Chapter 1 is the creation of man-
kind – chapter 2 is the creation of a person. 
Man gets the name Adam as he is created 
from the adama, the earth, a rather humble 
beginning. He is created alone. The garden 
will not grow without him. He is to work and 
preserve the garden. He is given a command 
punishable by death. It is not good that man 
be alone; I will make him a partner. The ani-
mals are brought to Adam to name. 

This description of man is defining 
the image of G-d. Man, as G-d’s image is 
charged with being His partner. But he is 
not G-d Himself. He is to rule the world, 
as G-d Rules. He is to name the animals, 
as G-d named the day, night, heavens and 
seas. As He is a Creator, man is to be a cre-
ator – a creator of life through children, a 
creator of vegetation through the garden. 
On the other hand, it is not good that he is 
alone – for there is only One who is Alone. 
Man is to be G-d like, to be creative, to 
name things as G-d named things in the 
Creation, to take his place as the guardian 
of the world. But how far he goes and how 
far He goes is the topic of the 3rd aliya.

Brand new low stone building
Light and airy garden unit, 2nd floor, 
elevator, 5.5 rooms, 2.5 baths, large 
wrap around garden (professionally 
maintained), zoned radiant floor heating 
a/c, 2 covered parking spaces,  
easy access, asking 17,000 NIS including 
garden maintenance

Museum Residence
Modern, spacious 3 room unit, 
2 full baths, radiant floor heating, 
a/c, 2 lovely sukka terraces, open 
pastoral view, elevator, storage and 
private garage, asking 7500 NIS

Elegant Rentals by the Israel Museum
Pastoral near Rehavia

Shelly landau  
ProPertieS Ltd

bayitsheli@gmail.com

052-385-9944

Exclusive!
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 3RD ALIYA (2:20-3:21)
Woman is created. The serpent 

convinces Eve that were she to 
eat of the forbidden fruit, she would be as 
G-d, knowing good and evil. She and Adam 
eat of the fruit and their eyes are opened 
and they cover themselves with fig leaves. 
They hide from G-d, Who challenges their 
disobedience. All are punished – the ser-
pent will slither, the woman will birth chil-
dren with pain, and man’s cultivation of 
the earth will be with sweat.

A richer story of symbolism in Tanach is 
hard to find. A speaking serpent, the entice-
ment of beauty, hubris, failure, hiding from 
G-d, blame, consequences. Many and varied 
are the lessons to be culled from this story. 

Man, created in the image of G-d, must 
aspire to his lofty calling, while remember-
ing he is but the image of, not G-d Himself. 
Man being alone may deceive him into 
thinking he is the One and Only. Hence, 
he needs a partner. The serpent convinced 
Eve, and then she Adam, that man need 
not keep the command, for you are in His 
Image. The serpent convinced them: as G-d 
cedes to man leadership in this world, He 
likewise cedes to man the role as legislator 
of good and evil. If you don’t like His rule 
to not eat, make up your own rule.

In that they err. While G-d like, you must 
defer in the ways I Require. G-d responds 
by walking them back a bit specifically 
in their most creative activities, as if to 
say that while you are creators, I remain 
the Creator. Eve, when you create and 
bear children, the quintessential creative 
moment of humanity, it will be with labor, 
a reminder of your earthly origins. And 
man, when you create from the earth, it 

will be with sweat. There is only One who 
Creates with the uttering of a word, with 
ease. He is the Creator; you, a creator. And 
He is the Commander of what is good and 
evil, while you are the commanded.

 4TH ALIYA (3:22 – 4:18)
Man is exiled from the Gar-

den of Eden. Cain and Abel are 
born. They bring offerings to G-d – Abel’s 
accepted, Cain’s not. Cain kills Abel. “Am I 
my brother’s keeper?” Cain is consigned to 
wander the earth.

Cain kills his brother. And in so doing, 
violates another boundary between the 
one created in His Image and the Creator 
himself. While man will be a creator of life, 
he will not be a taker of life. That he must 
cede to the Creator. 

Sin is met with exile. Adam’s sin brings 
exile from the Garden of Eden. Cain’s sin 
brings wandering, homelessness. The 
Torah explains the meaning of exile: Cain 
left from being before G-d. This introduces 
a pillar concept of man and G-d. Divine dis-
favor with man results in distance. Adam 
was sent away from the Garden. Cain sent 
away from being before G-d. Later, the 
tower of Babel will bring dispersion. Only 
Avraham will reverse this and journey not 
away but toward a specific place.
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Arnold Becker z"l  
אהרן בן משה, ז"ל

ט"ו חשון
on his 17th Yahrzeit 

I. Judith Becker a”h
יהודית בת אפרים, ע"ה

ט"ו תשרי  
on her 10th Yahrzeit

Arnold Wandel z"l
 אהרן בן אליעזר ליפמן ז"ל

ה' חשון
on his 6th Yahrzeit
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 5TH ALIYA (4:19 – 4:22)
Lemech and his wives Ada and 

Tzila bear children. One is the 
initiator of animal husbandry, one of the 
music of strings and wind instruments, and 
one of the fashioning of copper and iron.

A curiously short aliya. Mankind 
advances marvelously in creatively mas-
tering the world: the mastery of animals, 
creative artistic expression of music and 
advanced productivity of copper and iron. 
Man was commanded in creation to mas-
ter the world. He is doing a good job. But, 
while man is masterful in his creative con-
quest of the world, the brevity of mention 
is perhaps to highlight that of much greater 
importance is his mastery of himself. The 
Torah is far more interested in man’s eth-
ical behavior and his relationship with G-d 
than with his mastery of iron and the cre-
ative expression of his music. He is mighty 
good at mastery of the world. Let’s see how 
good he is at mastering himself.

 6TH ALIYA (4:23 – 5:24)
The generations from Adam 

through Noah.
Enosh is described as beginning to pro-

fane the name of G-d. Rashi explains that 
people and things were ascribed Divine 
qualities. The beginning of idolatry. It is 
erroneous to call Avraham the first mono-
theist. G-d spoke to Adam and Eve, Cain 
and Abel brought offerings and He spoke to 
Cain, and Noah will be instructed by G-d. 

Rather, man moved away from G-d, failed 
in his behavior and became distanced. Avra-
ham is not the first monotheist; he is the first 
to be embraced and to be pulled closer by G-d. 

The creation of man in the image of 
G-d, to be His partner is suffering. Man 

overstepped his place in failing to listen to 
the command, in murder, and now in fail-
ing to maintain G-d’s unique being. Early 
mankind is moving away; Avraham will 
eventually be brought near.

 7TH ALIYA (5:25 – 6:8)
Noah is introduced. G-d is dis-

appointed in man; his lifespan is 
reduced to 120 years. G-d plans to destroy man, 
animals, birds. Noah finds favor in His eyes.

In the man/G-d balance, longevity 
induces in man a feeling of eternal life, 
blurring again the crucial differences 
between man and G-d. In calibrating the 
correct balance for the man/G-d relation-
ship, longevity is counter-productive. Mor-
tality is better. Man will not live forever – 
only One lives eternally. A shorter lifespan 
is in fact a gift from G-d, an act of love and 
generosity. Reducing man’s lifespan helps 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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STATS

1st of the 54 sedras; 1st of 12 in Bereshit.
Written on 241 lines in a Torah, rank 9th.
23 Parshiyot; 10 open, 13 closed, rank: 6.
146 pesukim - rank: 8th (5th in Bereshit),  
same as Mikeitz; but Miketz is longer in lines, 
words, letters.
1931 words - ranks 8 (5th in Bereshit).
7235 letters - ranks 11 (5th in Bereshit).

MITZVOT

One positive mitzvah: Pru U’rvu- Be 
Fruitful and Multiply.

man to more clearly see that while man is 
created in G-d’s Image, he is not G-d Him-
self. Only One is eternal.

And so, the pillars of man in His Image are 
laid. Only He is One; man has a partner. Only 
He Commands; man obeys. Only He Takes 
life; while man creates life, he does not take 
it. Only He is Eternal, man but 120 years.

I SHMUEL 20:18-42
Today’s haftorah is read on a Shabbat 

that is immediately followed by Rosh Cho-
desh. Indeed, the reading opens with the 
words, “Yonathan said, ‘Tomorrow is the 
[first of the] new month.”

The story is one of loyalty and devotion. 
David and Yonathan are dear friends. 
Yonathan’s father, King Shaul, despises 
David, fearing that he will depose him from 
the throne. Sensing danger, Yonathan told 
David to hide in the field rather than attend 
Shaul’s Rosh Chodesh feast. Yonathan then 
attended the feast and gauged the king’s 
mood. Realizing that Shaul was determined 
to kill David, Yonathan went out to the field, 
shot three arrows and called to his assistant, 
“The arrow is beyond you,” a predeter-
mined signal to his friend that it was not 
safe to return to the king’s palace.

Before parting, the two friends kissed 
and wept, and swore to maintain their 
mutual affection for generations to come. 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
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May the Torah learning 
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VIVIAN CHESNER a”h
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נלב”ע א’ מרחשון
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and Family
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

Creation Conversation
Anyone who has ever taught anything 

can confirm the adage of our Sages: “I have 
learned from all my teachers, but I have 
learned most from my pupils.”

It is especially true that one learns a 
great deal from his students if he does 
not limit himself to lecturing to them, but 
rather engages in face-to-face conversation 
with them. It is in candid and interactive 
dialogue that one learns most from his 
students.

The immense value of simple conver-
sation between teacher and student was 
brought home to me many years ago in a 
conversation I had with two very different 
students.

They both attended a series of lectures I 
gave for individuals with very little prior 
exposure to the Jewish religion and its 
teachings. One of them was almost exclu-
sively interested in what he called, “the 
rules and regulations” of Judaism. The 
other was far less interested in Jewish 
law. He was more of the “spiritual” type 
and had a plethora of questions about the 
nature of God.

The first individual, let’s call him Rick, 
was interested in a meaningful way of life. 
He wanted to be part of a congregation, to 
celebrate the holidays, and to learn how to 
live daily life as a Jew.

The other student, let’s call him Seth, 
was consumed by questions of cosmology 
and the origins of the universe. He saw 
God as an almost impersonal force behind 
nature. He wanted a relationship with God 
but questioned whether that was at all 
possible.

Both students had in common an inter-
est in engaging me, their teacher, in con-
versation after class. Usually, those con-
versations took place in the local kosher 
pizza shop.

I vividly recall the evening I gave a lec-
ture on the opening chapter of the book of 
Genesis, which is, of course, the beginning 
of this week’s Torah portion (Genesis 1:1-
6:5). Rick and Seth appeared equally eager 
to corner me in the pizza shop after that 
lecture.

Rick began the conversation by firmly 
questioning why the Torah even bothered 
to give us details about the creation of the 
world and God’s role in it. “As a Jew,” he 
maintained, “I just need to know how to live 
my life. How to celebrate the holidays, what 
food is kosher and what is not, and what is 
right and wrong in the spheres of ethics and 
morality. I can satisfy my curiosity about 
the origins of the universe by consulting 
some scientific book on the matter. For me, 
this has nothing to do with religion.”
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against Rick, and against Rashi, I attempted 
to placate him. “There was another great 
rabbinic commentator on the Bible,” I 
explained. “His name was Rabbi Moses 
Ben Nachman. Some call him Nachma-
nides. Traditionally, we call him Ramban 
and consider him second only to Rashi as a 
rabbinic commentator.”

I told Seth, and Rick who was listening 
reluctantly, that Ramban in his opening 
paragraph of his commentary on Gen-
esis 1:1, contests Rashi’s very question. 
“Of course,” he asserts, “the Torah had to 
begin with a description of the creation. 
That is the root of our faith, so anyone who 
believes that the world always existed but 
was not created by the Almighty at one 
specific moment in time has no share in 
the Torah at all.”

Rick and Seth were gratified to discover 

Seth, sitting across the table, was abso-
lutely astounded. “What?!” he exclaimed. 
“This opening chapter of Genesis is pre-
cisely what I need to know as I begin my 
exploration of Judaism. I need to know 
about God, from beginning to end. And this 
is His beginning.”

I was fascinated by this conversation, 
because it helped me put into a new per-
spective the conflicting opinions of two of 
the greatest rabbinic commentators on the 
Bible, Rashi and Ramban.

Rashi, in the very first words of his mag-
isterial commentary on the entire Penta-
teuch, asks the same question that was 
bothering Rick.

Rashi, whose actual name was Solomon 
the son of Isaac, begins by quoting a Rabbi 
Isaac, who some have maintained was 
none other than his own father. He avers 
that the Torah should have begun with the 
chapter in the later book of Exodus, which 
outlines the mitzvot which Jews were sup-
posed to fulfill. Rashi struggles to find a 
reason for the Torah’s description of cre-
ation and the detailed narratives of early 
human history.

“Rick,” I was able to say, “your question 
was anticipated many centuries ago by 
a great man whom you never heard of.” 
I continued to introduce him to the man 
who was Rashi and to his indispensable 
commentary. Rick was gratified that Rashi 
too seemed to conceive of the Torah as pri-
marily a book of “rules and regulations,” 
so that he felt compelled to seek a reason 
for its beginning with an account of the 
creation.

Seth was obviously hard put to restrain 
himself. But before he began to protest 
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that their differing views on what was 
important in Judaism had precedents in 
the writings of two great medieval rabbis.

I hastened to disappoint them. I told 
them that it was incorrect to conceive of 
two mutually exclusive definitions of Juda-
ism. It was not a matter of a “rules-based” 
religion versus a “God-based” one.

I quoted to them the marvelous passage 
in the writings of Maimonides in which he 
speaks of the mitzvah to love God, and he 
explains that there are two ways to achieve 
this. One way is by studying His Torah and 
its laws, and the other way is by contem-
plating His astonishing creation, the world 
of nature.

I admonished them to carefully avoid 
reducing our faith to one or the other con-
ception. “Our faith is not a simplistic one,” 
I argued. “As you proceed in your study of 
Judaism in general, and of the Five Books 
of Moses in particular, you will come to 
realize that our religion emphasizes that 
our God is both Creator and Lawgiver. Any 
conception of Him as one but not the other 
is not authentic Judaism.”

I thanked them for once again demon-
strating to me the great value of conversa-
tion between student and teacher. Before 
we parted that evening, I shared with them 
a story of another conversation between a 
teacher and a student that I had read about 
in philosopher Samuel Hugo Bergman’s 
memoirs.

Bergman recounts the story of Hermann 
Cohen, the German-Jewish philosopher 
who drew closer to religious Judaism in 
his later years. The climax of his life’s 
work was his book, Religion of Reason 
Out of the Sources of Judaism. It seems 

that the philosopher Cohen once entered 
into a long conversation with an old and 
old-fashioned Jew who resided in the uni-
versity town of Marburg with him. The 
philosopher attempted to explain to the 
old Jew his elaborate and highly intellec-
tual theory about the nature of God. The 
old man listened with the respect due to 
a university professor. When Cohen was 
finished with his learned and lengthy dis-
course, his elderly partner in conversation 
responded in Yiddish: “I understand every-
thing you said, but something is missing. 
Vu iz der Bashefer? Where is the Creator?”

Cohen heard the old Jew’s response, and 
“got it.” His eyes welled up with tears, but 
he remained speechless.

The opening chapter of this week’s Torah 
portion assures that everyone who reads 
it will not make the philosopher’s mistake, 
but will realize, along with the old-fash-
ioned Jew, that whatever else God may be, 
He is primarily der Bashefer, the Creator. 
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Is This  
Any Way to  
Introduce  
a Hero?

With the month of Nissan upon us, we 
return to the story of our nation’s birth, as 
Moshe rises to leadership and the exodus 
again unfolds.

Moshe’s yearly introduction in the text, 
however, is cause for pause. For some rea-
son, the Torah chooses to introduce the birth 
of the greatest leader we have ever known- 
in the most innocuous way possible.

“And a man went from the House of Levi 
and he took a daughter of Levi. And the 
woman conceived and gave birth to a son.”

Questions abound:
Why does the Torah depart from its usu-

al mode of describing an individual’s birth?
What does the seemingly superfluous 

phrase “and a man went…” indicate?
Why does the Torah omit any mention of 

Moshe’s lineage- to the point where even the 
names of his parents are deliberately omitted? 

Above all, is this any way to introduce 
a hero?

Compounding these questions is the fact 
that the omitted information concerning 
Moshe’s lineage is ultimately included in the 

Parsha that follows (why the information is 
given at that particular point is the subject 
of another article).

If the information concerning Moshe’s lin-
eage is eventually shared, why is it left out in 
the first place?

Numerous commentaries address the is-
sues before us…

Working within the realm of pshat, the 
Ibn Ezra suggests that, at the time of Moshe’s 
birth, the Israelites lived in many cities in 
Egypt. Through the phrase, “And a man 
went,” the Torah is simply informing us that 
Amram “went” from one Egyptian city to an-
other in order to marry Yocheved.

Perhaps the Ibn Ezra intends to emphasize 
that Yosef’s plan for his family’s descent into 
Egypt has, by this point, broken down. Orig-
inally meant to remain separate from the 
Egyptians in the land of Goshen, the Israel-
ites are assimilating into their surroundings.

The Ramban, however, takes issue with the 
Ibn Ezra’s interpretation, arguing that the To-
rah would have no reason to inform us con-
cerning a journey taken by Amram from one 
city to another. 

Instead, maintains the Ramban, the verb 
lalachet, “to go,” is often used in the text 
when a new and difficult step is about to 
be taken. By stating, Veyeilech ish, “And a 
man went,” the Torah underscores Am-
ram’s courageous willingness to marry in 
spite of Pharaoh’s harsh decrees.

The Ramban’s approach connects to a 

B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

MIDEI CHODESH

A Meaningful Omission1

The tragic story of mankind’s second gener-
ation unfolds as Kayin and Hevel, the sons of 
Adam and Chava, each bring an offering to God. 

God accepts Hevel and his offering but 
rejects Kayin and his efforts. Unable to accept 
a divine rejection which he feels is both with-
out reason and unreasonable, a despondent 
and enraged Kayin lashes out. He murders 
his brother, forever eliminating his perceived 
rival. God decrees, in response to this horrific 
act of fratricide, that Kayin will spend the 
remainder of his life in exile.

A glaring textual omission emerges, how-
ever, at the climactic moment of the Kayin 
and Hevel story. The Torah states, “And 
Kayin said to Hevel his brother, and it was 
when they were in the field, and Kayin rose 
up upon Hevel his brother and killed him.” 

What did Kayin say? Why does the Torah 
introduce a conversation which it then fails to 
record? [Note: Had the Torah used the word 
va’yedaber, “spoke,” as opposed to va’yomer, 
“said,” to describe Kayin’s communication 
with his brother, we might have argued that 
God simply wanted to indicate that a conver-
sation took place. Va’yomer, however, always 
refers to a specific verbal communication, 
and is invariably followed in the Torah by the 

content of that communication.] 
Rising to the textual challenge, the rabbis 

in the Midrash Rabba suggest three possi-
ble conversations which might have led to 
the fateful physical confrontation between 
Kayin and Hevel. 

1. The brothers determined to divide the 
world. One of them took possession of the 
land while the other claimed all movable 
items. As soon as the division took effect, 
one said to the other, “You are standing 
upon my land!” while the other replied, 
“You are wearing my clothes!” A struggle 
ensued, and Kayin killed Hevel. 

2. Their dispute did not center upon mate-
rial possessions at all but, instead, upon the 
Beit Hamikdash, the Holy Temple (which 
would be built by the Jewish nation millennia 
later). After they divided both the land and 
the movables equally, Kayin and Hevel both 
claimed dominion over the Temple, each 
arguing that it should be built in his domain. 
A struggle ensued, and Kayin killed Hevel. 

3. The battle centered upon neither of 
the above. Kayin and Hevel actually fought 
over their mother Chava (or alternatively, 
one of their sisters). A struggle ensued, and 
Kayin killed Hevel.

The Midrash, however, seems to raise 
more questions than answers. Can the rab-
bis suggest that they know the content of a 

1. This article is adapted from a study in my 
Unlocking the Torah Text, Gefen Publishing 
Company, OU Press
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conversation concerning which the biblical 
text is completely silent? Are we to assume 
that the Midrash reflects prophetic vision or 
that the rabbis were somehow personally 
present at the scene of Hevel’s murder? 

Further, each of the rabbinic suggestions 
seems more bizarre than the next. How 
can we seriously consider, for example, 
that Kayin and Hevel actually argued 
about the Temple? The very concept of the 
Beit Hamikdash would not be introduced 
into human experience until centuries 
after their death. Similarly, no clue is found 
in the biblical text to support the conten-
tion that Kayin and Hevel argued either 
about material wealth or about a woman.

Simply put, how are we to understand 
the Midrashic approach to the struggle 
between Kayin and Hevel? 

Counterintuitively, this seemingly strange 
rabbinic passage actually provides us with 
a perfect entrée into the world of Midrash. 
There is a vast difference between pshat 
(straightforward explanation of biblical 
text) and Midrash (rabbinical exegesis). 

When we operate within the world of 
pshat, we search for the direct meaning of 
the text before us. In this realm, everything 
is literal and concrete. 

When we enter the world of Midrash, 
however, the rules change completely. 
Midrashim are vehicles through which the 
rabbis, using the Torah text as a point of 
departure, transmit significant messages 
and lessons. As such, Midrashim are not 
necessarily meant to be taken literally; 
nor are they are to be seen as attempts to 
explain the factual meaning of a specific 
Torah passage. By using the vehicle of Mid-
rash to convey eternal lessons and values, 

the rabbis connect these values to the Torah 
text itself. They also ensure that the lessons 
will not be lost and will always be perceived 
as flowing directly from the Torah. 

Our task, therefore, when we enter the 
world of Midrash, is to determine the global 
lessons that the rabbis intend to convey. 

In the Midrash before us the rabbis are not 
simply explaining the Kayin and Hevel story. 
They are, instead, viewing this first violent 
event in human history as the prototype of 
physical confrontation across the ages. True to 
Midrashic style, they express significant global 
observations in concrete, story-like terms. 

Effectively, the rabbis make the following 
statement in this Midrash: We were not pres-
ent when Kayin killed Hevel. Nor can we glean 
any information directly from the biblical text 
concerning the source of their dispute. Were 
you to ask us, however, what these brothers 
were struggling about, we would be forced to 
suggest one of three options. 

Over the course of human history, man 
has killed his brother for material gain, 
over religion, and because of lust. All 
bloodshed and warfare can be traced to 
these three basic primary sources. We are, 
therefore, certain that one of these issues 
served as the basis of the confrontation 
between Kayin and Hevel at the dawn of 
human history. 

This rabbinic commentary serves as a 
sobering reminder that mankind has not 
moved one inch off the killing field of Hevel’s 
murder. Despite perceived social progress, 
nothing has fundamentally changed. The 
causes of human conflict have remained 
remarkably constant across the face of time. 
The Midrash remains sadly relevant, centu-
ries after its authorship. 
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Rabbi Goldin is the author of the  
OU Press volumes "Unlocking the Torah Text," 

and "Unlocking the Haggada."

If the twentieth century gave lie to any 
assumption at all, it was to the assumption 
that scientific and technological progress 
would automatically be accompanied by 
moral advancement as well. The century 
that gave us the Holocaust serves to remind 
us that in many ways we have simply gotten 
better at killing each other. So far, the twen-
ty-first century isn’t looking much better. 

As perceptive and as fascinating as 
the Midrash may be, however, it fails to 
answer the original textual question that 
we raised. Once again, why doesn’t the 
Torah tell us what Kayin said to Hevel? 
Why introduce a conversation and then 
deliberately leave its content unrecorded? 

On one level, we could simply answer that 
God wants us to fill in the blanks. Sometimes, 
a portion of the Torah is left unfinished in 
order to make us partners in the text. God 
challenges us to read into that text the myriad 
of possible lessons that are relevant to our 
lives. Had the Torah told us the content of Kay-
in’s dialogue with Hevel, the questions would 
not have been asked, the Midrash would not 
have been written and its fundamental les-
sons would have never been conveyed. 

There may, however, be an even deeper 
and more powerful reason for the Torah’s 
omission in the text before us. The Torah 
edits out the content of Kayin’s words to 
Hevel because God wants us to understand 
that those words, whatever they might have 
been, were of no ultimate consequence. 
Sometimes an act is so depraved that its 
cause and motivation is unimportant; no 
valid excuse can be offered. 

Perhaps Kayin had justifiable griev-
ances against his brother. We, however, 
will never know. Kayin loses all claims 
upon our empathy and understanding the 

moment he murders his brother. Nothing 
can explain that heinous act, and certainly 
nothing can justify it. Once again, the eter-
nal Torah text, this time through omission, 
delivers a message that is frighteningly 
applicable to our time. No matter what 
their cause, acts of terror, mayhem and 
murder perpetrated against innocent vic-
tims are inexcusable. 

The perpetrators of these crimes, through 
their very actions, render their own poten-
tial grievances irrelevant. God wants us to 
know that Kayin said something to Hevel. 
He also wants to us to know, however, that 
what Kayin said ultimately doesn’t matter. 
The text conveys this lesson in the most 
powerful way that it can. We are told that a 
conversation took place, but we are not told 
the content of that conversation. 

When I prepared to submit this article, little 
did I realize how tragically pertinent it would 
be. Our enemies have once again shown their 
true colors, through the brutal murder and 
abduction of hundreds of innocent civilians 
and the wounding of thousands. 

Nothing can justify such horrific actions, 
and we can only hope that the world will 
recognize that truth.

Together we pray for the safety and success 
of Israel’s soldiers during the coming difficult 
days, and for the safety of its citizen’s wher-
ever they may be. 

Once again events have shown us that, 
at times, the Torah teaches, not by what is 
included in the text, but by what is left out. 
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

COVENANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

The God of Creation  
and the Land of Israel

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HEBREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

There are times when an ancient text 
seems to speak more directly to where we 
are now than to the time when it was first 
written. Rarely has that been truer than 
in the case of the famous first comment 
of Rashi to the Torah, to the words: “In the 
beginning, God created…”1 Let us listen to 
it in its entirety:

Rabbi Isaac said: The Torah should have 
begun with the verse, “This month shall be 
to you the first of months” (Exodus 12:2) 
which was the first commandment given 
to all of Israel. Why then did it begin with, 
“In the beginning”? It began thus because 
it wished to convey the idea contained in 
the verse (Psalm 111:6), “The power of His 
acts He told to His people, in order to give 

1. This essay was originally written by Rabbi 
Sacks in September 2010. Years later when 
he began his translation of the entire Torah, 
he offered a radical new translation of the 
first phrase of the Torah: Bereishit bara 
Elokim... – “When God began creating...”. 
The full translation by Rabbi Sacks is available 
in the Koren Tanakh: Magerman edition.

them the estate of the nations.” So that if 
the nations of the world will say to Israel, 
“You are robbers because you took by 
force the land of the seven nations,” Israel 
might reply to them, “The whole earth 
belongs to the Holy One, blessed be He. He 
created it and gave it to them, and by His 
will He took it from them and gave it to us.” 
(Rashi Bereishit 1:1)

Rashi might have been speaking directly 
to us today, in our age of anti-Zionism, boy-
cotts, sanctions, and divestments against 
Israel (BDS), and even a growing question-
ing of the State’s right to exist.

Rashi (1040-1105) lived in Troyes, North-
ern France, at a time when the position of 
Jews under Christian rule was beginning 
to worsen severely. He lived through the 
most traumatic event of that period, the 
massacre of Jewish communities in the 
Lorraine at the beginning of the First Cru-
sade in 1096. Jews in his day were perse-
cuted and powerless. They had no realistic 
hope of imminent return to the land.



OU ISRAEL CENTER 25

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863  ·  Rachel: 052-546-6425 
  etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  Rachel: 052-546-6425 

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

Fantastic garden apart-
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As to the logic of Rabbi Isaac’s interpreta-
tion, it seems strained. Why did the Torah 
begin with Creation? Because that is a 
fundamental of Jewish faith. Rabbi Isaac 
seems to be arguing that since the Torah 
is primarily a book of commandments, it 
should begin with the first command – at 
least the first given to the Israelites as a col-
lective entity. But clearly not everything in 
the Torah is command. Much of it is narra-
tive. So Rabbi Isaac’s question is odd.

So too is his answer. Why relate creation 
to a challenge to the Israelites’ right to 
the Land? Why, if Rabbi Isaac’s interest 
is solely in commandments, not give the 
obvious halachic answer: the story of 
Creation is told to explain the command 
to keep Shabbat. Considered thus, it is all 
highly perplexing.

In fact, however, Rabbi Isaac is making a 
very cogent point indeed. Some years ago a 
secular scholar, David Clines, wrote a book 
entitled The Theme of the Pentateuch. His con-
clusion was that the single overarching theme 
of the Five Books of Moses is the promise of 
the land. That is surely the case. There are 
sub-themes, but this dominates all others.

Seven times in Bereishit God promises the 
land to Abraham, once to Isaac, and three 
times to Jacob. The rest of the Mosaic books, 
from the beginning of Exodus when Moses 
hears about “the land flowing with milk 
and honey,” to the end of Deuteronomy, 
when he sees it from afar, is about Israel, 
the destination of the Jewish journey.

There is a fundamental rule of literary 
form. Chekhov said: if there is a gun on 
stage in the first act of a play, it must be 
part of the plot or it should not be there 
at all. If the central theme of the Mosaic 
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books is the promise of the Land, the 
beginning must in some way be related to 
it. Hence Rabbi Isaac’s point: the Creation 
narrative must have to do with the Land 
of Israel. What could this be if not to signal 
that the promise in virtue of which the 
Jewish people holds title to the land comes 
from the highest conceivable source, the 
sovereign of the universe, the Author of all.

No sooner have we said this than an obvi-
ous question arises. Why should a religion be 
tied to a land? It sounds absurd, especially in 
the context of monotheism. Surely the God of 
everywhere can be served anywhere.

Here too Rabbi Isaac steers us in the 
right direction. He reminds us of the first 
commandment given to the Israelites as a 
people, as they were about to leave Egypt.

“This month shall be to you the begin-
ning of months; the opening of the year, 
this month will be for you.” (Exodus 12:2)

Judaism is not primarily about personal 
salvation, the relationship between the 
individual and God in the inner recesses of 
the soul. It is about collective redemption, 
about what it is to create a society that is 
the opposite of Egypt, where the strong 
enslave the weak. The Torah is the archi-
tectonic of a society in which my freedom 
is not purchased at the cost of yours, in 
which justice rules, and each individual is 
recognised as bearing the image of God. It 
is about the truths Thomas Jefferson called 
self-evident, “that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights.” It is 
about what John F Kennedy meant when 
he spoke of “the belief that the rights of 
man come not from the generosity of the 
state, but from the hand of God.”

We are social animals. Therefore we find 
God in society. That is what we discover 
when we reflect on the basic structure of 
the Torah’s many commands. They include 
laws about the administration of justice, the 
conduct of war, ownership of land, employ-
er-employee relationships, the welfare of 
the poor, the periodic cancellation of debts, 
in short, an entire legislative structure for 
the creation of what Rav Aaron Lichtenstein 
called ‘societal beatitude’.

Laws shape a society, and a society needs 
space. A sacred society needs sacred space, 
a holy land. Hence Jews and Judaism need 
their own land.

In four thousand years, for much of 
which Jews lived in exile, the people of the 
covenant were scattered over the face of 
the earth. There is no land in which Jews 
have never lived. Yet in all those centuries, 
there was only one land where they were 
able to do what almost every other nation 
takes for granted: create their own society 
in accordance with their own beliefs.

The premise of the Torah is that God 
must be found somewhere in particular if 
He is to be found everywhere in general. 
Just as, in the Creation narrative, Shabbat 
is holy time, so in the Torah as a whole, 
Israel is holy space. That is why, in Juda-
ism, religion is tied to a land, and a land is 
linked to a religion.

But now we come to the most perplexing 
part of Rabbi Isaac’s comment. Recall what 
he said:

Should anyone call into question the 
Jewish people’s right to the land of Israel, 
the Jewish people can reply, “God created 
the universe. He divided earth into many 
lands, languages, and landscapes. But one 
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

small land He gave to the Jewish people. 
That is our title to the Land.”

How on earth could Rabbi Isaac think of 
this as a compelling answer? Almost inevi-
tably, someone who challenges the Jewish 
people’s right to the Land of Israel will not 
believe in the God of Israel. So how will a 
reference to Israel’s God make Israel’s case?

Ironically, we know the answer to that 
question. Today the overwhelming major-
ity of those who challenge Israel’s right to 
exist believe in Israel’s God, that is to say, 
the God of Abraham. They belong to the 
large family of faith known as the Abra-
hamic monotheisms.

To them, we must humbly say: when it 
comes to political conflict, let us search for 
a political solution. Let us work together in 
pursuit of peace. But when it comes to reli-
gion, let us not forget that without Judaism, 
there would be no Christianity and no Islam. 
Unlike Christianity and Islam, Judaism never 
sought to convert the world and never cre-
ated an empire. All it sought was one tiny 
land, promised to the Children of Israel by 
the Creator of the universe, in whom Jews, 
Christians, and Muslims all believe.

Sadly, Rabbi Isaac was right, and Rashi 
was right to quote him at the beginning of 
his Torah commentary. The Jewish people 
would be challenged on their right to the 
land, by people who claimed to worship 
the same God. That same God summons us 
today to the dignity of the human person, 
the sanctity of human life, and the imper-
ative of peace. And that same God tells 
us that in a world of 82 Christian nations 
and 56 Muslim ones, there is room for one 
small Jewish state.

Questions for Around the Shabbat Table:

1. What can we learn from knowing how 
God created the world?   

2. Do you think there is a difference 
between Judaism practised in the diaspora 
compared to Judaism kept by those living 
in the Land of Israel? 

3. Do you think the State of Israel today 
is “a society that is the opposite of ancient 
Egypt”? 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish  
History lectures can be viewed by  
visiting the OU Israel Video archive:  
www.ouisrael.org/video-library

• Tzidkiyahu HaMelech, the destruction 
of the Bet HaMikdash, the collapse of 
the Davidic monarchy and the exile 
of the nation. Everything turned dark 
– (perhaps represented by King Tzid-
kiyahu’s blindness), which reflects 
the state of the moon on erev Rosh 
Chodesh, the day before Rosh Chodesh, 
when its light is no longer seen.

• wAnd, of course, the cycle begins once 
more on Rosh Chodesh when the 
moon’s illumination grows stronger 
and stronger, just as the Kingdom of 
Israel, her strength and her vibrancy, 
will be renewed and rejuvenated.

It was this message, the Rav argues, that 
Yehonatan, taught David. Although things 
look bleak, although you may be pursued 
by my father and his men, remember – 
“Machar Chodesh” – despite the darkness 
that surrounds you today, it is only because 
it is the last day of the month and the 
moon’s light has disappeared. But tomor-
row, “Machar” there will be “Chodesh”, 
a new month and a new moon that will 
grow in strength, in illumination and in 
vitality. Today is black; tomorrow will be 
bright. This is not hope nor even prophecy; 
it is, as the Rav puts it, “Jewish Destiny.” 

And this is the message – the essential 
message – of which Jewish communities 
had to be reminded over the generations on 
each and every Shabbat Erev Rosh Chodesh. 

And, in a powerful postscript, Rav Soloveitchik 

The well-known (and often read) haftarah 
for Erev Rosh Chodesh seems to really 
have little to do with the beginning of a 
new month beyond the opening words of 
Yonatan to David - “Machar Chodesh”, that 
tomorrow will be Rosh Chodesh. The inter-
esting, though rather sad, story of David’s 
flight from the royal palace (accomplished 
through the aid of Yonatan) has no clear 
relevance to the start of a new month - cer-
tainly not one important enough to have 
been established as the required reading 
for every Shabbat Erev Rosh Chodesh. 

HaRav Soloveitchik, zt”l, posed that same 
question – and provided an answer based 
upon a midrash found in Shemot Rabba.

The Midrash indicates that all of Jewish 
history is reflected in the lunar cycle and 
therefore…

• Avraham represented the begin-
ning of Jewish history – symbolized 
by the first appearance of the new 
moon. This “moonlight” grew stron-
ger and brighter for fifteen genera-
tions, until the reign of….

• Shlomo HaMelech, when Jewish 
history reached its apex, as the Bet 
HaMikdash was built and all twelve 
tribes dwelt in peace and harmony. 
It was an era symbolized by the full 
moon. For the next fifteen genera-
tions, however, Israel’s fate waned, as 
the moon does after the mid-month, 
and, with the removal of….
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turns our attention to Masechet Rosh HaSha-
nah (25a) where we read of an era when the 
“occupier” of the land would not allow the Jews 
to recite the Kiddush Levana, (sanctification of 
the new moon). The G’mara records that Rabba 
asked Rav Chiya to observe and report upon the 
appearance of the new moon. But rather than 
reporting the event explicitly to the bet din he 
was asked to use a coded message and to tell the 
court: “David Melech Yisra’el Chai V’kayam”! It 
was a message that the ancient scholars under-
stood, that the moon has appeared and, indeed, a 
brighter future awaits.

The Rav closes his message by commenting 
that the Jewish people may have seemed to 
“disappear” over the last 1900 years; we will 
reappear with the arrival of the Messianic Era.

And, I would add, we have already begun to 
see the moon getting brighter and brighter.

The new moon has reappeared! 
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Begins in August & February:
YESHIVA INITIATIVES
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

•  Apply your Bachelors Degree from any regionally 
   accredited, state accredited, AARTS or AIJS 
accredited 
   or affiliated institution
• Government student loans available
•  Registration is currently underway

Bellevue University is accredited by 
The Higher Learning Commission, a 

regional accreditation agency

•  Apply up to 67 Judaic credits in transfer 
  toward  the required 127 credits of the degree
• Government tuition grants and loans available
•  Registration is currently underway

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

ARE YOU ADDICTED TO SUGAR? ARE YOU ADDICTED TO SUGAR? 

Get free from food obsession
Improve metabolic health
Lose weight without hunger

Z i p p i  L i v n e h
Nurse, Certified Food Addiction Counselor

info@zlivneh.cominfo@zlivneh.com055-6644854055-6644854

If yes, another diet is NOT the solution, THIS PROGRAM IS!

SUGAR-FREE RECOVERY   SUGAR-FREE RECOVERY   
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For more info call: 058-630-8200 - Shaya 
smartsky.co.il | Zeev@smartsky.co.il

Smart Sky specializes in designing
motorized shading systems

Quality service
and warrantyOpens for SuccosStunning luxurious

appearance

Smart Sky specializes in advanced custom shading systems suitable for all seasons.
Our systems offer a variety of enclosing solutions for expanding your

living areas, balconies, pools, shuls and businesses without the need for a building permit.
Smart Sky's professional Jewish installation team use only optimum

quality and  high grade imported materials.

בס”ד

Weatherproof

This time do it the                way!
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Shared Love Unites 
וְדָבַק  וְאֶת־אִמּוֹ  אֶת־אָבִיו  יַעֲזָב־אִישׁ  ן  עַל־כֵּ

ר אֶחָד: )בראשית ב:כד( תּוֹ וְהָיוּ לְבָשָׂ אִשְׁ בְּ
Therefore, a man shall leave his father 

and his mother, and cleave to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh (Bereshit 2:24).

The Torah tells us that man and women 
become one - והיו לבשר אחד. How are we to 
understand that phrase? 
RASHI – CHILD 

Rashi cites a gemara (Sanhedrin 58) 
that suggests that the fetus is formed by 
two individuals, and through the birth of 
a child their flesh becomes one.  The child 
essentially is conceived through the father 
and mother and the result is one entity, 
or individual with characteristics of both 
parents. This is what is meant by a woman 
and man becoming one – through the birth 
of a child. 
RAMBAN- CLOSE RELATIONSHIP

The Ramban has an issue with Rashi’s 
explanation. Animals also give birth to 
offspring and it would seem that the Torah 
is seeking to distinguish between humans 
and other species when highlighting that 
man and women become one. Therefore, 
the Ramban offers an alternative interpre-
tation of the pasuk. In contrast to animals 
that mate with any female and establish 
no long-term attachment to their partner, 
humans develop a lasting relationship 

and cling to each other. The relationship 
between man and women exceeds a cur-
sory temporary attraction. Between them 
develops a bond that is much deeper than 
a mere physical connection. That relation-
ship fuses them into one being. It is the 
close relationship that creates the bond 
between them. 
RAV SOLOVEITCHIK -  
CHILD CONNECTS PARENTS 

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik (Masoret 
Harav) creatively blends both interpreta-
tions to offer his perspective on marriage. 
To love means to share an identity, a com-
mon destiny. In the Rav’s words: If the 
lover and the beloved are united, then two 
persons who are in love with a third are 
also united… the link of hearts is stronger 
than the link of minds. The love between 
a husband and wife is strengthened and 
deepened with the birth of a child. Two 
individuals who exhibit unconditional love 
for a child create a strong bond between 
each other. Together they focus on cre-
ating the proper environment for their 
child, together they nurture that child and 
share concerns and aspirations. This estab-
lishes a strong emotional connection that 
unites them. It is important to develop a 
strong relationship as a husband and wife 
and not just as a father and mother, but 
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co-parenting facilitates the strengthening 
of this bond. 
LOVE OF TORAH – UNITES 

The Rav extends this idea to Torah. We 
all aspire to be Bnei Torah. The “children 
of Torah”. God loves Torah and offered this 
precious gift to us. Just as a husband and 
wife strengthen their bond through their 
love and affection toward their child, so 
too Am Yisrael as God’s child, strengthen 
their connection to Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
through the joint love of Torah. 

As we begin the new cycle of Torah 
reading, may we cherish the messages 
portrayed in each parsha. May our alle-
giance, admiration, commitment and love 
for Hashem continue to grow and flourish 
through our study of Torah. 

רפואה שלמה
Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

Chana bat Bruriah
Benzion Simcha Mendel Ben Chana Rachel

Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel

Leah Naomi bat Tova
אברהם יהושע בן פרל באהדנא

לב אייזיק בן אולגה
יהונתן בן מחלה

SHIUR SPONSORS
Pearl Borow's Shiurim 

for the month of October are sponsored in loving memory of   
I. Judith Becker a"h by her family on her 10th yahrzeit. Judy totally enjoyed 

Rebbetzin Borow's shuirim weekly and attended them until the end of her life.

Rabbi Breitowitz's Shiur  - Sun. Oct. 15 
is sponsored in loving memory of Dr. I. M. Brauer z"l of Chicago 

לעילוי נשמת יצחק משה בן גדליהו ז"ל

whose yahrzeit is 30 Tishrei, by his family. 

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein's Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 - 2024 academic year  

by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"lמנחם 
מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז"ל

Rabbi Adler’s Shiur 
 is sponsored for the 2023-2024 academic year by the Frist family in memory 
of their beloved daughter and sister Elisheva Frist a"h אלישבע סימא בת 

זלמן ע"ה

Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 

לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents, 

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l - 
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur -  
Minchat Chinuch  

is sponsored for the academic year 2023  
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman 

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by 

Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 
Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year 

לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

Resumes
Oct 23rd

רפואה שלמה
אורה בת ראינה

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Resumes
Oct 15th
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES

Faculty, OU Israel Center

Juggling Jealousy
In Parashat Bereisheet we learn of the sac-

rifice Kayin offers to Hashem. His brother 
Hevel follows suit but becomes despondent 
when his sacrifice is not accepted and, out 
of apparent jealousy, kills Kayin. Every story 
in Torah is multi-dimensional and replete 
with significant and relevant lessons for our 
lives. Each incident has nuances that speak 
volumes to direct our own behaviors and 
choices. What can we learn here?

“Ve’raisi ani et kol ha’amal ve’et kol kisha-
ron ha’maaseh ki hi kinat ish mei-re’iehu 
gam zeh hevel - And I saw all the toil and 
all the excellence of work, which is a man’s 
envy of his friend; this too is vanity” 
(Kohelet 4:4). Rabbeinu Bechaya homilet-
ically explains the verse to teach that any 
type of jealousy, whether of possession, 
wisdom or anything else, is wrong, such 
was the sin of Hevel. Jealousy prompted 
Hevel to bring his offering; this led him to 
hatred and ultimately his death. Chazal 
learn from the words “gam hu – he too” 
(Bereisheet 4:4), that Hevel followed his 
brother’s initiative and did not bring his 
offering out if his own desire.

Thus, both brothers were motivated by feel-
ings of jealousy, which escalated to feelings of 
hatred, and ended in fratricide. In both cases 
there was potential for spiritual growth and 
refinement but unfortunately, it went awry. 

What is a healthy, positive “kinat sof-
rim”? Rav Kestenbaum in Olam Hamidot 
teaches that when one wishes to emulate 
another and not to imitate them, it can be 
the greatest motivator for spiritual devel-
opment and elevation. For example, if one 
sees his friend heavily involved in doing 
chesed daily, one can contemplate how 
to realistically add chesed into his day. 
The world does not need us to clone or 
duplicate the deeds of others, it needs us to 
figure out how to capitalize on our unique-
ness to improve ourselves and the circum-
stances of those around us. 

What can we do practically to minimize 
unhealthy jealousy? Rav Tuvya Weiss z”l 
emphasizes the importance of love. When 
there is no love, each person feels that the other 
is taking from him and reducing his assets, 
breeding feelings of envy. With love, there is 
always room for another. The Chatam Sofer 
explains how it could be that no one ever said, 
“it is too crowded to sleep in Yerushalayim [at 
aliyah le’regel]” (Avot 5:7). Even if reality dic-
tated that Yerushalayim was jam-packed and 
even cramped, the people never complained 
since feelings of love among brethren created a 
spirit of expansiveness. 

Rav Kestenbaum adds that if someone is 
jealous of another person, he ought to be 
jealous of the whole package. While some 
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DOROT - The OU Women's 
Intergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob  

052-384-7230

Monday Evenings 7:00-9:00pm

people may have areas of their lives or mate-
rial possessions that may be enviable, we all 
know that there are likely many other things 
that they have that we wouldn’t wish for our-
selves. The key is to deepen our emunah, to 
know that Hashem has arranged everything 
to the exact degree and proportion that we 
need to lead successful lives of meaning and 
purpose. When we focus on appreciating 
what we have rather than looking at what 
others have, we will feel greater love and 
enhanced fulfillment.

The story of Kayin and Hevel is the story 
of human existence. Two people who are 
envious of each other for different reasons 
are all too familiar. Let us take inspiration 
from this story to appreciate what we have 
and use our G-d given gifts to best serve our 
Creator with sublimity and ennoblement. 

LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of 
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

 On Light & Darkness
The beautiful compositions, music and 

poetry of Naomi Shemer, a”h, Israel’s 
“first lady of Israeli song” tell the story of a 
nation’s return to its homeland, replete with 
emotive metaphor, imagery, and poetic 
sweetness — even with a touch of the sting 
of the nation’s need to rebuild. Her compo-
sitions gave voice to a collective conscious-
ness of joy and promise, struggle and hope.

Written after the Six Day War, the song 
Yerushalayim Shel Zahav became a prayer-
ful anthem celebrating millenia of yearn-
ing and the reunification of the Holy City. 
Shemer reflected: “I was thinking about 
the two thousand years of the Destruction 
in the abstract…, about Rebbe Akiva who 
promised his dear wife Rachel, who sac-
rificed so much, a ‘Jerusalem of Gold’.... 
Through a kind of telescopic lens I saw 
before me a city in Heaven and the essence 
which alone I sought to capture.” For 
decades, Shemer continued to deliver doz-
ens of unforgettable compositions, timeless 
songs that continue to inspire and uplift. 

A daughter of founders of Kibbutz Kvutzat 
Kinneret on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, 
Shemer spent many of her adult years living 
in the settlement where she was raised.

A colleague, well known for his own 
musical talent, visited Shemer in her 
quaint Galilean home and expressed his 

surprise that Israel’s beloved composer 
had placed her simple piano unobtrusively 
in a dark corner, off to the side. 

“How can you work here, without a win-
dow for light and inspiration?” he asked.

“I compose music with my eyes closed,” 
Shemer responded. “It may be dark in the 
room surrounding me, אבל השמש היא בפנים, 
but the sun shines bright from within.”

Each year, as we read Parshas Bereishis, 
we mark the renewal of Creation.

The starting point, the source of our 
world, is יהי אור, “Let there be light.” Chazal 
reveal how the “light of life” came to be: 
“God cloaked Himself in a white shawl, 
and the light of its splendor shone from 
one end of the world to the other” (Bere-
ishis Rabbah, 3:4). The Divine light of Cre-
ation was drawn down to create this world, 
and it serves as the symbol of all that is 
good, holy and beautiful. Light is a univer-
sal symbol associated with emotions of joy 
and positivity; in Torah, it is a metaphor for 
life, truth, justice, peace, redemption and 
even God Himself: עִי  Hashem is“ ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְׁ
my light and my salvation” (Tehillim, 27:1).

The original separation between light 
and darkness assumes a metaphysical sig-
nificance in Jewish contemplative thought:
ךְ יתְרוֹן הָאוֹר מִן־הַחשֶֹׁ כְלוּת כִּ יִתְרוֹן לַחָכְמָה מִן־הַסִּ
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Wisdom excels folly as far as light has an 
advantage over darkness” (Koheles, 2:13). 
A deeper reading of this pasuk reveals 
that darkness actually exists in order to 
underscore light. Its purpose is to awaken 
a yearning for light. Indeed, it is in the 
tension between light and darkness in our 
lives, in the raw experiences of goodness 
and evil, and in feeling the biting contrast 
of right and wrong, that awakens our 
yearning to teshuvah, and initiates us into 
this path. 

This pasuk does not literally state that 
light has an advantage “over” the dark-
ness, rather “from” the darkness: ְך  .מִן־הַחשֶֹׁ
There is an “advantage” in the light that we 
reach when we turn around and propel 
ourselves toward God “from” the darkness 
that we perceive or perpetuate.

There is a tendency to associate spir-
itual growth with a focus on correcting 
that which has gone wrong by examining 
the ‘dark spots’ and investing in the areas 
where our weakness of character has 
been exposed. However, the foundation 
of effective and lasting teshuvah is a clear 
understanding and appreciation of the 
light within us, of our positive midos and 
our extraordinary potential for goodness. 

In the shadow of terror and unspeak-
able suffering, we face a different kind of 
“Yamim Nora’im”, and in revisiting the cre-
ation of the world, reflect on the origin of 
it all. Facing darkness and evil, we renew 
our emunah in the reality of “vayehi ohr, 
and there was light,” that indeed, the world 
remains filled with goodness, righteous-
ness and beauty. 

May the shattered heart of Am Yisrael be 
healed and filled with optimism and faith in 

the light that shines from within us, as well 
as the great light and joy that awaits us.

 אור שמבשר את ההשכמה והזריחה...
יותר מזה איני צריכה

Light that tells of the waking  
and the sunrise

I do not need more than that….
אִם שָמַי מְעוּנָנִים, עוֹצֶמֶת אֶת עֵינַי

פְנִים אֲבָל הַשֶמֶש הִיא בִּ
With cloudy skies, I close my eyes…

and the light of the sun is inside.
(Naomi Shemer, “Ohr”)

In honor of the Wedding of our daughter 
Ayelet Hashachar and Nachshon Vidom-
lanski… and with gratitude to our dear 
mechutanim and friends, Rav Jake & Bar-
bara, for sharing the song of faith, love and 
strength, together. 
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

As we return to Sefer Breisheet again 
this Shabbat, I feel my heart and thoughts 
being drawn to the beautiful introduction 
to Sefer Breisheet penned by the Netziv, 
Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin zt’l.

The Netziv writes that  our Sages referred 
to Sefer Breisheet as Sefer Yesharim- the 
book of the ethical ones, the book of  the 
mentsches. The Netziv explains that our 
Avot and Imahot are indeed considered to 
be  yesharim- ethical and morally straight 
individuals. 

"This is a great praise for the Avot (and 
Imahot)-that beyond their righteousness 
and holiness and devotion and love for 
Hashem, we could describe them even more 
so that they were yesharim-they dealt fairly 
and treated all humanity  with love,dignity 
and respect, as each and every human being 
is one of Hashem’s creations.."

This hakdama of the Netziv to Sefer Bre-
isheet, is in essence the Netziv’s opening 
commentary on the entire Chumash, as if 
to instruct us that the essence of the entire 
Torah is to instruct us that a Torah cen-
tered life requires us to strive to be morally 
sound,ethical human beings.

Rabbi Yosef Breuer, ztl, the grandson of Rav 
Shamshon Refael Hirsch zt’l, and Founding 
Rabbi of the Khal Adath Jeshurun in Wash-
ington Heights, New York,  famously wrote 
these words about the moral code that a Jew 
must strive to adhere to:

“Kosher” is intimately related to “Yoshor.” 

G-d’s Torah not only demands the obser-
vance of Kashrut and the sanctification of 
our physical enjoyment; it also insists on the 
sanctification of our social relationships. This 
requires the strict application of the tenets of 
justice and righteousness which avoid even 
the slightest trace of dishonesty in our busi-
ness dealings and personal life. G-d’s Torah 
not only demands of us to love our neighbor 
in that we concern ourselves with his wel-
fare and property, but it insists further on a 
conduct of uncompromising straightness 
(“Yoshor”) which is inspired not only by the 
letter of the law but is guided by the ethical 
principle of honesty which, then, would 
deserve the honorable title of “Yeshurun.”

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer Rebbe 
zy’a, asks an interesting question. If indeed 
this entire first book of the Torah, is consid-
ered to be the book of Yesharim- why does 
it include the very real human stories, and 
family dynamics and personal struggles of 
the Avot and Imahot, what value or mes-
sage are we meant to gain or glean from 
these detailed accounts?

The Slonimer Rebbe explains that in 
order for one to truly become a yashar- a 
truly fair, just, ethical human being, we 
must constantly work to refine our char-
acter. This first sefer of the Torah, which 
recalls the earliest giants of humanity and 
Am Yisrael, presents us with the most fun-
damental blueprint to living a life of Kedu-
sha, the refinement of character, growth 
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inspired by the legacy of our Avot and Ima-
hot, and may we strive each and every day 
to emulate their conduct, and live a life of 
Yashrut and mentschlichkeit. 

and spiritual maturation that each of us 
must strive for, to emulate our Avot and 
Imahot and truly become yesharim.

Rav Kook ztvk’l, in his introduction to 
his work on character development, Midot 
HaRiyah wrote:

The refinement of character intellectu-
ally is the prerequisite to that refinement 
being actualized emotionally and through 
our deeds and actions.If it is not clear to us 
what is good and what is bad, how are we to 
connect with and cling to our inherent good, 
and distance ourselves from any negativity 
and hurtful behavior?

Lefi Rav Kook, each of us needs to work to 
channel our innate goodness, and be a con-
duit for good to prevail over evil in this world.

Yehi Ratzon, as we return again to Sefer 
Breisheet, and move forward in the com-
ing year may each of us continue to be 

Rachel Feld 
Certified Personal Trainer 

  054-471-8420

Personal  training 
is for you!

Frustrated that you can't get into shape?
Don't have the time or motivation to go to the gym?

Diastasis 
recti 

rehabilitation

Work out  
in the comfort  
of your home

Senior
fitness

change begins with you.

Wills • Probate • Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements  
Guardianship • Durable Power of Attorney  

(Financial/Health/Personal Decisions)

tirtzaj@gmail.com • 052-509-3356 • 02-625-6475
845-425-8871 • 694-7645

HALACHIC ESTATE PLANNING
TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ, ESQ.
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

Avinu Malkeinu 

Addressing the War Today

No words. No breath. Our hearts are diz-
zied with shock and trauma and burning 
tears stream down our cheeks. Our people 
and our Land suffered their worst day in 
the 75-year history of our state. More Jews 
were killed on this one day than on any 
single day since the Holocaust. The pain and 
suffering are indescribable, the fear is pal-
pable, and the mourning is overwhelming.

I feel uncomfortable writing anything. 
There is absolutely nothing to say while 
so many are still suffering, while so many 
are being buried, while so many are fight-
ing for their lives, and while so many are 
in the line of fire. This is not the time for 
“ideas”, or the time to draw larger conclu-
sions, or to search for meaning. It is a time 
to cry and cry. For our people and for our 
Land. For the name of Hashem which was 
so horribly desecrated. 

I only write to provide basic “guidance”, 
and to recommend a few responses, not 
that there is any protocol for a catastrophe 
like this. Most of these “responses” to this 
disaster are self-evident, but on the slim 
chance that they aren’t, it is worth repeat-
ing them. Larger conversations about the 
ramifications of this tragedy will have to 
wait until a more appropriate time. 
TEFILLA 

Though tefilla is always central to our 

relationship with Hashem there is a spe-
cific mitzvah to daven during a time of 
crisis, or an eit tzarah. The Torah describes 
the prototypical eit tzarah as 
ר הַצּרֵֹר אֶתְכֶם אַרְצְכֶם עַל־הַצַּ י־תָבאֹוּ מִלְחָמָה בְּ וְכִֽ

The most severe form of national crisis 
occurs not only when we are at war but 
when the war assaults our country. It has 
been 50 years since we last experienced 
war in our own country during the Yom 
Kippur War. This is far worse. During the 
Yom Kippur war the battles were waged 
along empty borders in sparsely populated 
areas, limiting the amount of civilian casu-
alties. Sadly, we have currently suffered 
a massive pogrom directed at our own 
people. There is no other word to describe 
this vicious premeditated attack designed 
solely for the purpose to kill and kidnap as 
many innocent people as possible, includ-
ing elderly and babies. If there ever were 
an eit tzarah, this is it. 

The special mitzvah to daven during an 
eit tzarah can be accomplished by adding 
tefilot, and some have added avinu malkeinu 
Though every perek of tehilim is effective, 
the perakim which most directly petition 
Hashem for salvation from heartless ene-
mies include: 2, 7, 9, 13, 20, 22, 23, 27, 44, 55, 
59, 60, 70, 74, 79, 80, 83, 121, and 130.

Even without adding extra tefilot, the 
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Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

NEW! RENOVATED APT ON SHAI AGNON ST
BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED 4 ROOMS, 92 M, 4TH FL WITH 
ELEVATOR, PERMIT FOR BALCONY IN PROCESS, QUIET, 
PRIVATE MAHSAN AND PARKING
ASKING PRICE 4,450,000

CLASSIC RECHAVIA 4 RM APT IN THE HEART OF 
THE SHAAREI CHESED COMMUNITY
#2 IBN EZRA CORNER WITH KKL, 4 RMS, 1ST FLOOR, 93 M 
WITH LARGE ENCLOSED BALCONY WITH PARTIAL 
SUKKAH (OVER 100M IN TOTAL), HIGH CEILINGS, GOOD 
CONDITION.
ASKING PRICE 5,400,000

BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS BAKA FAMILY HOME 
FOR SALE
186 SQM SPLIT-LEVEL HOME WITH TWO 40M TERRACES
7 ROOMS, 3 FULL BATHROOMS, 2ND FL (31 STEPS), 
GREEN AND BRIGHT, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, 
EXCELLENT CONDITION, CHURCHLAND UNTIL 2077
NOW ASKING NIS 5,200,000

mandate of eit tzarah demands that we 
invest more deeply in our routine tefilot. 
This extra commitment can be attained 
through better minyan attendance or 
better decorum and discipline while dav-
ening. Mere awareness that our tefilot 
possesses an added dimension can often 
deepen the experience, even without 
any inserting additions. There are lives 
hanging in the balance and a Jew’s first 
response is to daven to the Redeemer of 
our people to send us redemption. 
MOURNING 

The scenes are already apocalyptic and 
will only get worse. Thousands of lives 
have been shattered by senseless hatred 
of our people. Hundreds of funerals in 
the span of a few days is unfathomable. 
Even for those who haven’t been directly 
impacted by the tragedy, there is a basic 
human and religious responsibility to 
sympathize and identify with the suffering 
of the direct victims. Obviously, with few 
exceptions, any celebratory events or even 
enjoyable social events should be canceled. 
Additionally, until the intensity of our 
national mourning subsides, recreational 
media consumption should be curbed. It 
is unthinkable that while we are burying 
hundreds of korbanot a Jew is relaxing and 
watching a sporting event or a movie. Part 
of living Jewish history is the responsibility 
to identify with tragedy.
CHESHBON HANEFESH

Whenever a tragedy occurs moral 
introspection is mandated, and certainly 
a catastrophe of this magnitude requires 
self-examination. It is impossible to play 
G-d and to know what causes such tragedy. 
It is always easiest to critique others and 

to lay the blame on someone else or some-
thing else. Instead, each person should look 
inward, at themselves and their commu-
nities to identify areas for improvement. 
Hashem is sending us a message. Though 
we don’t exactly know the specifics of the 
message, it is crucial to personalize the 
experience and look for individual paths 
for improvement, and not just harp upon 
collective issues which are always less man-
ageable. Hashem expects us to respond to a 
crisis by improving our religious behavior. 
EMUNAH 

The ways of Hashem elude human com-
prehension and we certainly can’t wrap 
our minds around this catastrophe. Yet, 
our bitachon assures us that Hashem has 
some purpose for allowing this to occur. 
Faith also demands that we have confi-
dence that, in the long run, Hashem has 
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TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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descendants of Levi, son of Yaakov. Their 
lineage, at quite some length, is given in the 
next aliya.  

5th aliya (3:14-39) Count the 
tribe of Levi by households, 
from 1 month and older: the 

households of Gershon, Kehat and Merari, 
the sons of Levi. The sons of Gershon, Kehat 
and Merari are listed. Gershon’s family, 
from a month and above, is 7,500. They 
camp to the west of the Mishkan. Their task 
was to transport and be responsible for the 
curtains and coverings. Kehat numbered 
8,600, camping to the south. They were 
responsible for the vessels: Aron, Menorah, 
Table, altars. Merari numbered 6,200, 
camping to the north. Responsible for the 
structure of the Mishkan; the walls, sup-
ports and beams. The total of the tribe of 
Levi is 22,000. On the front side, the east of 
the Mishkan, Moshe and Aharon and fam-
ilies camped.  

The encampment around the Mishkan 
had 2 layers. The Leviim were in close, on 
3 of the 4 sides of the Mishkan. The 4th side, 
the leading side, had Moshe and Aharon.  
The entire 12 tribes were farther removed 
on all 4 sides.  

The 3 sons of Levi were family groups; 
Gershon, Kehat and Merari. They had full 
responsibility for the Mishkan. Their tasks 
fell in categories.  Gershon; textiles. Kehat; 
furniture. Merari; building. Gershon took 
care of the curtains and coverings. Kehat, 
the important main vessels of the Mishkan.  
And Merari the structure of the building.

6th aliya (3:40-51) Count all the 
firstborn of the age of a month 
and above. The Leviim are to 

replace the firstborn.  There were 273 more 

number is 157,600. The total count of the 
army age men is 603,550 without the tribe 
of Levi.

The people travel and camp with the 
Mishkan in their midst. Physically and 
metaphorically. We travel our history with 
G-d in our midst. While the distinct feel-
ing you get in the detailed description of 
where each tribe encamped is the feeling 
of an army encampment, there is another 
layer of meaning. Yes, regimented. Specific.  
Detailed. Organized. But an army for which 
purpose? To fight the anticipated foes in 
the Land of Israel? Or to be the army of 
Hashem? A fighting army with its G-d in 
its midst? Or both?  

4th aliya (3:1-13) Aharon’s 
sons’ names were Nadav, 
Avihu, Elazar and Itamar.  

Nadav and Avihu died without children.  
Elazar and Itamar serve as Kohanim with 
Aharon. Take the Leviim: they are to serve 
Aharon. The Leviim are responsible for the 
Mishkan: to support the Kohanim and the 
people, to facilitate the running of the Mish-
kan. The Leviim shall take the place of the 
first-born, who became obligated to me 
when saved in Egypt.  

There are 2 groups mentioned here:  
Kohanim and Leviim. The lineage of the 
Kohanim is given.  It just doesn’t take much 
room. Because Aharon is a Kohen and his 
sons. But he only has 2.  So the entire lin-
eage of the Kohanim is 3 people. The Leviim, 
on the other hand, are an entire tribe, 

Every  person  who was not born in Israel 
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate 

his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually! 
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS! 

The NEAMANS

our best interests in mind and cares for 
and redeems His people. This is a dark 
hour in modern Jewish history and is not a 
time for simple faith. We cannot be afraid 
to ask genuine questions but also cannot 
be dispirited when we are thwarted in 
attempts to uncover answers. 
EMUNAH IN REDEMPTION

These horrific events cannot shatter our 
deep belief that our return to our ancient 
homeland is part of a larger historical 
redemption. Our country has seen very 
dark days before, and though the trauma 
of this day far surpasses anything we have 
endured in the past, the wheels of redemp-
tion continue to turn. 

For some reason over the past few days, 
witnessing the grotesque and nauseating 
images, I kept thinking about the pogroms 
which battered our people about 120 years in 
1905. According to some reports we suffered 
over 600 pogroms in one year. There is one 
difference though between 1905 and 2023. 
We have our Land and we have our army and 
despite whatever shortcomings were exposed, 
our army, with Hashem’s help will punish the 
murders and continue to protect us. 

In the aftermath of the Yom Kippur war 
my Rebbe, Harav Yehuda Amital cited a 
midrash which would become a staple 
of his as he wrestled with demoralizing 
national events. Commenting on the fact 
that in Shir Hashirim Hashem is compared 
to a gazelle, the midrash elaborates: 
כך...גואל  ונכסה  וחוזר  נגלה  הזה  הצבי  מה 

האחרון...נגלה להם וחוזר ונכסה מהם
A deer is so swift and furtive that almost 

immediately after it appears, it disappears 
from view. Its disappearance doesn’t 
mean that it has entirely left the scene. 

Redemption can have lags, and lulls, and 
even terrible setbacks but once the process 
begins it unfolds with inevitability. 

This tragedy tests us to maintain our 
resolve and our vision that we are part of 
a larger historical trajectory. Our faith sur-
vived the Holocaust and I”yH we hope and 
daven that with His help our faith will sur-
vive this incalculable tragedy. It takes great 
faith to participate in the final chapters of 
history. We pray to Him to give us strength 
and faith to navigate the sorrow and pain 
of this process. 

There is a fabled song with ancient roots, 
which was sung by many European Ashke-
nazic communities on Simchat Torah. This 
song describes Hashem observing us cele-
brate Simchat Torah and remarking that our 
love for Him is so impressive “that we even 
ignore our suffering and celebrate His Torah“. 

We ask Hashem to allow us to celebrate 
His Torah without any more suffering. 

(written Sunday, October 8)  

    
  

    

  

KNOW WHAT TO ANSWER 
FREE COUNTER-MISSIONARY 

   

Videos • Parsha Insights • Booklets • Counseling

 
 
 
 

 

Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz • info@JewsforJudaism.org 
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Makor hayim corner

For your choice: 22 special luxury apartments

*8861

On a quiet, tranquil Jerusalem street, an 
exclusive new residential project is now 
taking shape – a project that will give you 
the opportunity to experience Jerusalem in 
all their colorful variety: from elegant cafes 
and authentic street markets, to the city’s 
famous cultural, sports, and spiritual centers.

THE JERUSALEM
LUXURY COLLECTION

www.tanyaisrael.co.il

for illustration purposes only
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13,000,000 NIS 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Arnona 
Great Apt! 
150 SQM, 
Sukka 
balcony, 
elevator & 
parking. 
#050-7225694 
 

 

 

City Center 
Penthouse, 340 SQM, 9R, duplex, 2 terraces, 
parking, renovated. 
#052-6984466 
 

Now more than ever 
is the time to support 
Israeli soldiers and 

Israeli economy 

Reach out to us 
for more information 

Nahum Glatzer 
Gilinski Real Estate 

972-50-7225694

Shabbos Bistro
Premium delicious shabbes meals

Openning hours:
Thursday  12 pm-2 am
Friday 8 am-3 pm

     02-9964469 |     054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
New on the Market in Rechavia!  
Ground floor, completely accessible, spacious & airy,  
4 rooms, 10m mirpeset, parking, tons of potential,  
2 entrances so the 3rd bedroom can be used as a  
clinic/office or studio unit. 4.17m NIS
Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim 
Spacious 4.5 rooms, 100m with 9m Sukka mirpeset,  
one floor up, good shape, 4 exposures, newly renovated 
bathrooms. 3.37m NIS
For rent on Emek Refaim 
4 rooms,  80m, parking, 2 small mirpesets,  
25 stair walk up, quiet as it does not face the street,  
perfect for young family or  roommates. 6200NIS/month
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It's finally time to smile  
with confidence! 
*Orthodontic treatment with invisible aligners*

Practitioner's ongoing support: answers to your questions within 24 hours

Complimentary teeth whitening for all treatments initiated until 15/09
Have a sight of your final smile throught 3D modeling

STARTING FROM 14,000 NIS     ALL INCLUSIVE

055 500  4877Book an appointement with Dr Gold
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RENOVATED APT WITH POTENTIAL, BEIT HAKEREM, JLM
2.5BR |ground floor | 71m² |in process of Pinui Binui 
NIS 2,990,000  - Ouriel: 058-516-1356
RENOVATED HOUSE IN PICTURUESQUE HAR ADAR
6BR|3 stories|260m²|150m² garden areas|rental unit 
NIS 5,050,000  - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

RENOVATED GARDEN APT, RECHAVIA, JLM
1BR|47m²|~30m² garden|private entrance 
NIS 2,100,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333
STUNNING, RENOVATED APT, NACHLAOT, JLM
2BR|2 bathrooms|1st floor |47m²|3 balconies 
NIS 2,100,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333
APT IN WOLFSON WITH VIEW, SHA'AREI CHESSED, JLM
3.5BR|2 studies|6th floor|150m²|shabbat elevator
NIS 6,900,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

LIKE-NEW APT IN BOUTIQUE BUILDING, EFRAT 
4BR|1st floor |127m²|sukkah balcony| private parking 
NIS 3,250,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387
CHARMING COTTAGE IN TE'ENA, EFRAT 
5BR|4 stories |189m²|sukkah balconies| private garden 
NIS 3,200,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

STUNNING PRIVATE VILLA WITH VIEW, MITZPE YERICHO
5BR|4.5 baths|325m² built|600m²  lot|+2 rental units 
NIS 4,900,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089

Scan 
to 

visit 
our 
site

 www.noamhomes.com

Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222
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AMAZING 3 STORY COTTAGE, BET HAKEREM, JLM 
4.5BR|179m² built|180m² garden|renovated
PRICE REDUCTION! NIS 7,750,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

BEAUTIFUL DUPLEX APT, NACHALAT ACHIM, JLM 
4BR|1st floor|183m²|2 sukkah balconies (20m²) 
NIS 7,100,000  - Tehila: 050-420-5333 

RENOVATED APT WITH POTENTIAL, BEIT HAKEREM, JLM
2.5BR |ground floor | 71m² |in process of Pinui Binui
NIS 2,990,000  - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

BRAND NEW APT, MISHKENOT HAUMA, JLM 
3BR|108m²|4th floor|balcony|parking|accessible
NIS 4,550,000  - Tehila: 050-420-5333 

RENOVATED HOUSE IN PICTURUESQUE HAR ADAR
6BR|3 stories|260m²|150m² garden areas|rental unit
NIS 5,050,000  - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

AUTHENTIC PRIVATE HOUSE NACHLAOT, JLM
Duplex+Studio|on 3 levels |105m²|8m² balconies 
PRICE REDUCTION! NIS 4,700,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

AMAZING DUPLEX PENTHOUSE, EFRAT
4BR |168m² | large balconies |3 exposures
NIS 3,750,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

LIKE-NEW APT IN BOUTIQUE BUILDING, EFRAT 
4BR|1st floor |127m²|sukkah balcony| private parking
NIS 3,250,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

CHARMING COTTAGE IN TE'ENA, EFRAT 
5BR|4 stories |189m²|sukkah balconies| private garden 
NIS 3,200,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

BEAUTIFUL SEMI-DETACHED HOME, EFRAT 
5BR |3 stories |180m² built |160m² garden 
PRICE REDUCTION! NIS 4,300,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387
FABULOUS APT WITH CHARMING YARD, MITZPE YERICHO
6BR | 165m² built | 70m² garden|storage unit 
NIS 3,285,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089
STUNNING PRIVATE VILLA WITH VIEW, MITZPE YERICHO
5BR|4.5 baths|325m² built|600m²  lot|+2 rental units 
NIS 4,900,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089

Scan 
to 

visit 
our 
site

 www.noamhomes.com
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Machar Chodesh 
SHMUEL I: 20: 18-42 

HAFTORAH INSIGHTS
BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA SHMIDMAN

This Shabbat we read a special Haftorah, 
‘Machar Chodesh,’ tomorrow is Rosh Cho-
desh, as Sunday is the first day of Rosh Cho-
desh Cheshvan. The directive to read this 
portion on the day before Rosh Chodesh 
is mentioned in the Talmud (Megilah 31a), 
suggesting a deep-rooted practice rather 
than a more recent custom. 

While the words, machar chodesh, tomor-
row is Rosh Chodesh, are in the opening 
verses of the Haftorah, the message of the 
haftorah itself does not seem in any obvious 
way related to erev Rosh Chodesh. The story 
unfolds with the description of the strained 
dynamic between Shaul and David and the 
deep friendship of Yonatan and David. 

When one faces an upcoming month, 
there are mixed feelings. How do we garner 
this new opportunity, a new beginning? 
We bring into our new month the ups and 
downs of the last month, our accomplish-
ments and also our failings. Once the month 
starts, we may feel that it is too late to eval-
uate and reflect, to process and to plan. It is 
on the day before Rosh Chodesh that we are 
given the chance to utilize these tools and 
tap into our narratives to learn from our 
past to impact our future. 

The challenges of the Shaul and David rela-
tionship highlight that life is complicated and 

complex while the friendship of David and 
Yonason demonstrates that loyalty and bonds 
can serve as a buoy in difficult times. Each 
upcoming month gives us a new chance to 
forge forward, along with the day before 
which was given to highlight this message. 
May we be able to fill this upcoming month 
of Cheshvan with meaningful moments of 
growth and achievement. 
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רָאֵל ית יִשְׂ ל בֵּ אַחֵינוּ כָּ

בְיָה ׁ רָה וּבַשִּ צָּ הַנְּתוּנִים בַּ

ה שָׁ בָּ יַּ ם וּבֵין בַּ יָּ ין בַּ הָעוֹמְדִים בֵּ

קוֹם יְרַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶם הַמָּ

רָה לִרְוָחָה וְיוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ

וּמֵאֲפֵלָה לְאוֹרָה

ה עְבּוּד לִגְאֻלָּ ׁ וּמִשִּ

עֲגָלָא וּבִזְמַן קָרִיב תָא בַּ הָשָׁ

וְאִמְרוּ אָמֵן

עם ישראל חי

TOGETHER

WITH ALL OF KLAL YISRAEL  

WE PRAY FOR 

THE SAFETY OF OUR NATION, 

SAFETY FOR OUR SOLDIERS, 

HEALING FOR THE WOUNDED  

AND CONDOLENCES 

TO THE BEREAVED.
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Disclosing Kavod Hashem  
to All Mankind

“Gather those who hope in You from the 
four quarters of the earth.” 

The root of pure faith which connects the 
elevated holiness of the endless light with 
the holiness that is infused in all the worlds 
and all the creations - is the singular quality 
of the Jewish people. It is for this reason that 
we (i.e. the Jewish people) have been scat-
tered throughout the globe, to the four cor-
ners of the earth, in order to fulfill the vision 
that God’s glory (Kavod Hashem) be known 
throughout the world and that knowledge 
of the true God fills every heart, every soul, 
every spirit. However, this dispersion was 
productive merely in preparing the hearts 
[of man] for this goal, however, following 
this [stage], the ultimate [and] eternal 
redemption will be revealed by means of 
the ingathering of those who hope in the 
Lord from the four corners of the earth to 
[return} to the Land of Longing; at that 
time when the great light of the true knowl-
edge of God will emerge in all its praise and 
splendor from the Land of Longing [it will 
spread] throughout the entire earth. (Eretz 
Chefetz 7:6)
A MESSAGE FOR THE MULTITUDE

This teaching from Rav Kook appears in 
his commentary on the prayer book. Early 

on in the shacharit an often overlooked 
blessing is recited which states: “Blessed are 
you Lord, who sanctifies His name among 
the multitudes.” Following these words we 
find the following phrase which apparently 
offers an elucidation of the above blessing: 
“Gather those who hope in You from the 
four corners of the earth.” Indeed, we as 
people have been minimally effective in 
spreading the wisdom of the Divine and the 
truth of God’s existence to the world popu-
lation. We have merely been successful in 
planting seeds in our journey along the long 
roadway of the exile. 

However, suddenly a new dawn is rising, 
with our return to the Land, which now 
equips the people of Israel to fulfill their 
sacred mission, highlighted in this morn-
ing blessing - that God’s name be sanctified 
among the multitudes. ‘Multitude’ in this 
context refers to the world’s gentile popula-
tions. The very next sentence in the prayer 
says: “May all mankind recognize and 
know that You alone are God over all the 
kingdoms on earth.” 
IMITATING HIS WAYS

In this context an inspiring comment 
from Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik regarding 
the morning blessings should be noted. We 
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begin our day by making mention of the 
attributes of God - He heals the blind, frees 
the prisoner, lifts up the oppressed- in order 
to teach us that these attributes must be 
realized by man himself. “We acknowledge 
God’s all-inclusive morality and announce 
publicly our commitment to imitate His 
ways” (Mesorat HaRav Siddur, p. 30). Apply-
ing this concept here, we must also be pro-
active in creating the conditions so that the 
name of God is known to the multitudes.

It is striking that this daily supplication 
for return from the four corners of the 
earth concludes with the stirring proph-
ecy of Zephania: “At that time I will bring 
you home, and at that time I will gather 
you, for I will give you renown and praise 
among all the peoples of the earth when 
I will bring back your exiles before your 
eyes, say the Lord” (Zephania 3).
PROPHECY BEING FULFILLED

The prophet cried out with a message 
that reverberates today with profound 
meaning. We can readily see how the 
return of the nation of Israel to its Land is 
significantly affecting our capacity to influ-
ence and inspire the nations of the world.

Rav Shimon Schwab in his commentary 
on the siddur reads this verse as referring 
to two stages in the ingathering of the 
nation. There will be a small-scale return 
that will be led by the righteous - this is 
expressed by the opening phrase - avie 
etchem - a smaller gathering. However, the 
verse immediately describes the ingather-
ing as kabzti etchem (I will gather [the rest] 
of you). “This accounts for the word kabtzi, 
meaning a wide ingathering, to describe 
the second stage of the redemption, as 
opposed to the word avie, I shall bring, 

which refers only to the first, limited, stage 
of the geulah. (Rav Shwab on Prayer, p.72)

Rav Kook makes a discerning comment 
regarding the last phrase in the verse 
from Zephania above. Why does the verse 
emphasize that this great homecoming 
is only “before your eyes’’? Rav Kook says 
that all the people of the earth will take 
note of this phenomenon of the ingather-
ing of Israel, but their powers of observa-
tion are limited to the external event. Only 
your eyes, likened to “doves,” gifted with 
pure vision, with insight, have the ability to 
behold the beauteous spiritual dimension 
of the Redemption.” (Olat Reiyah, vol. 1, 
p.116, Koren Rav Kook Siddur p.64). 

Comprehensive follow-up & treatment for dry & wet age
related macular degeneration (AMD) as an alternative to
hospital

- Intravitreal injections of Avastin, Lucentis, Eylea & Vabysmo
- OCT imaging
- Color ultrawide Fundus pictures
-Speedy diagnosis and treatment given in same visit
2 Keren Hayesod St., Ra’anana
To book an appointment

TEL: 1-700-70-10-30 www.retina.co.il

Dr Ehud Rechtman MD 
Retina Specialist

Gemach for Chatan and Kalla:
Meals for wedding and  
Sheva Brachot at cost

Eida Hachareidis Hechsher
Tel:052-633-1744 

gadgadood@gmail.com

רפואה שלמה
Pesa bas Chaya Raizel
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UNITED
HATZALAH

SUPPORT PEOPLE IN THE SOUTH 
BY DONATING TO 

UNITED HATZALAH 
ALL MONEY WILL GO TO HELP TREAT AND 

PROVIDE FOR THE INJURED
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keep and maintain your home 
in good condition.

HANDYMAN
SERVICE

 +972 54-686-1843 

24 /6 For all your home

 Real Estate Appraiser 
Repair Technician

Electrician
Locksmith

Painter  
and more

For appointment 
or questions call Shlomo:

A unique hospitality experience in the religious community 
of Har Shmuel between the vineyards of the Judean 

mountains in a pastoral biblical landscape. A short distance 
from Jerusalem.Upgraded and  

:fully equipped villa

 spacious bedrooms 8 ⋅ 
 Suitable for hosting families and groups of up to 26 ⋅

.people 
 Air conditioning, heating, spacious kitchen, garden, ⋅

... swimming pool, barbecue area, sauna and more
 All these create a warm atmosphere all while being ⋅

 .luxurious and elegant 

Upscale holiday villa
in the mountains of Jerusalem 

A vacation in Israel in a dreamlike atmosphere 

Avraham- 050-2604621  Book your vacation now!
Enter and view the spectacular panoramic photo:

https://www.datipage.co.il/biz/18114

סדין
חצי
עמ'

רבע
עמ' A4A3סטריפ

סדין
חצי
עמ'

רבע
עמ' A4A3סטריפ
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Starting Over, Again
Shimon was distraught when his wife 

died after a long illness, leaving him with 
three small children. They had enjoyed 
such a wonderful life together, and he 
never believed that he would find some-
one as special as she was, who could make 
him so happy.

That was until he met Yael. Yael had never 
been married and was delighted to meet 
such a caring and sensitive man. She was 
concerned about marrying a widow, espe-
cially whether his children would accept her.

It was a complex dating process, but 
slowly the children started connecting 
with her more, and Yael was able to see 
herself marry Shimon and become a fam-
ily together. Their wedding was beautiful 
and they started on a new life together.

Since they were both in their early 40s 
when they got married, they knew that 
they may well need treatment to have 
children together. They embarked on a 
program of in-vitro fertilization quite soon 
after getting married, and it was success-
ful the first time and they had a baby boy 
together.

Shimon was delighted, he now had chil-
dren from his previous marriage, and a 
son together with Yael. In his eyes his fam-
ily was complete. But Yael had a different 
approach; she definitely wanted to have 

more children.
When their son was six months old, the 

couple embarked on another round of 
treatment, but, unfortunately, it was not 
successful. Neither was the next round 
of IVF, the eggs were of a low quality due 
to Yael’s age and the doctors hinted that 
maybe she should be happy with her son 
and three step-children, and give up trying.

But Yael was adamant. Shimon was less 
enthusiastic; the treatments were expensive 
and he was less driven to have another child.

While they had received continual 
guidance, supervision and support from 
PUAH, at this point they scheduled a meet-
ing with one of the PUAH Rabbis. Shimon 
presented his approach and Yael explained 
what she wanted. The Rabbi patiently 
listened to them and tried to find the best 
path forward for both of them. Eventually 
the couple both agreed to undergo one 
more IVF, if it was not successful then they 
would stop.

Despite the doctor’s reservations, the IVF 
was successful, and, while there were many 
questions and challenges during the preg-
nancy, Shimon and Yael had a beautiful and 
healthy baby girl, Shiri, my song or joy.

Sometimes, even though it is challenging, 
like in this week’s Parsha, we have to start 
all over again. 
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For more details on these properties or about how we can help you to find
your home in Israel, 

please contact Yoel Kaufman +972-542074969 - yoel@kaufmanrlty.com

New project - Pinui Binui! 
Heart of Rechavia 

Penthouse apartment with private
rooftop & pool in new boutique

building. Built to the highest
standards.  285 SQM, 2 balconies

totalling 61 SQM, 153 SQM roof. 2
private parking spots, 2 machsans.

Ready in 26 months. 
Construction has already begun.

 Contact us for more info. 

New project - Pinui Binui! 
Heart of Rechavia 

Full floor in new boutique building. Built
to the highest of standards. 

 190 SQM, 2 balconies totalling 24 SQM. 
 Private parking, machsan. 

Ready in 26 months. 
Construction has already begun. 

 Contact us for more info. 

New project - Pinui Binui! 
Heart of Rechavia 

Small apartment in new boutique
building. Built to the highest of

standards. 
 67 SQM, 12 SQM balcony. 
 Private parking, machsan. 

Ready in 26 months. 
Construction has already begun. 

 Contact us for more info. 

This beautifully secluded 5-story corner
house is situated on a quiet street in the
heart of the German Colony, Jerusalem.

Both peaceful and green. This house is full
of natural light and high ceilings, with a
beautiful private rooftop. The house is

situated a couple of minutes away from the
bustling Emek Refaim street, which is filled

with restaurants, cafes, shops & more.
 353 SQM, huge private garden: 197 SQM,

Balconies: 59 SQM, 7 bedrooms, 5 full
bathrooms, elevator, private parking, 2

entrances, option to build another 140 sqm.
 Contact us for more info.

Off-market property! 
Heart of Rechavia/Shaarai

Chesed.
 Garden apartment, private

entrance. Renovated & is in good
condition. 3 bedrooms, 2 full

bathrooms, air from 3 directions,
natural light.

  83 SQM & garden - 84 SQM. 
 Property is in advanced stages of

receiving a permit to add a
mamad of 13 SQM.

 Contact us for more info. 

Off-market property! 
Saidoff Tower. Heart of

Jerusalem centre. Renovated & is
in good condition. Perfect

vacation home or short-term
rental apt. 3 bedrooms & mamad,

2.5 bathroom, natural light.
Stunning view to the Knesset,

machsan, private parking, 24/7
security guard/doorman,

swimming pool & gym in building.
  125 SQM+-, balcony(not sukkah).

 Contact us for more info. 
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Real Life Rescues 
On the Front Lines: United 
Hatzalah Volunteer's Perspective 
From Southern Israel
By Esther Pamensky

In the wake of the horrific Hamas attack in southern 
Israel, I found myself right in the thick of things as a 
United Hatzalah volunteer EMT who was volunteered 
to go from Jerusalem to take part in the medical 
response down south. The situation was intense, as 
you can imagine.
We're shadowing a special forces unit of the IDF, 
working with them to treat the injured as they are 
brought out to us. We have been responding to an 
incredible number of injuries. Gunshots ring out, often 
close to us, and we have to take cover in or behind the 
ambulance. The heat is also intense.
We are dealing with casualties from the shootout 
between the IDF and infiltrating terrorists while 
witnessing terrorists being arrested left and right. It is 
a full-blown war zone out here. 
Amidst all this, there's this vivid image that stuck with 
me - a young soldier, not a day over 19, navigating the 
chaos with just one shoe, no sock, and a banged-up foot. 
I had to check in on him and find out what was going on. 
Turns out he got injured in the foot and yesterday was 
just a mad rush with his unit that left him no time to 
get treated properly. If I hadn't stopped him, he might've 
ended up in the hospital with a bad infection.
So, we just changed his bandage and one of our 
ambulance teams prepared to take him to the hospital 
so he could receive antibiotics before bringing him 
back to the field. Before being taken by the ambulance, 
the soldier simply broke out in tears, overwhelmed by 
the situation. I told him I would hug him if I could, and 
my male team members hugged him for a long time. 
The injury was pretty minor compared to everything 
else we had treated, but the soldier’s lack of proper 
prior treatment and reaction underscored to me the 
gravity of the situation. He then thanked us before 
being whisked off to the hospital.
This is just a glimpse of the situation on the ground. 
We continuously pray that everyone will come back 
from this nightmare safe and sound.
Esther Pamensky is a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT 
who lives in Jerusalem.

Real Life Rescues 
EMT Saves Baby from  
Severe Allergic Reaction  
Following First Taste of Tahini
On a recent Tuesday morning in Jerusalem, parents 
were feeding their 6-month-old baby and introduced 
him to tahini for the first time. Within minutes, the 
baby developed a severe allergic reaction. The 
infant's parents immediately called emergency 
services, seeking urgent help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Klein, 
alerted to the emergency through his proximity alert 
system, sprang into action as the first responder on 
the scene. Arriving promptly, Shalom was confronted 
with a distressing sight - a baby boy with swollen lips 
and tongue, struggling to breathe, and covered in a 
worrisome rash.

Recognizing the symptoms as indicative of an 
anaphylactic shock, the volunteer knew immediate 
intervention was crucial. Without hesitation, he 
administered a life-saving EpiPen injection, delivering 
a dose of epinephrine to counteract the severe 
allergic reaction. The powerful medication quickly 
took effect, and the infant's breathing became less 
labored. The swelling in the lips and tongue began to 
subside, providing much-needed relief to the child.

As the symptoms continued to recede, the EMT 
monitored his condition while awaiting the arrival of 
a mobile intensive care ambulance. Several minutes 
later, the ambulance team arrived and transported 
the infant to the nearest hospital for further 
treatment and observation.

Reflecting on the incident, Shalom emphasized the 
importance of having an EpiPen readily available. 
"It's a great thing 
I had an EpiPen in 
my medical kit," he 
stated. "An EpiPen 
can save a person's 
life within minutes 
and is a huge help 
for both EMTs and 
patients."

1221
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Holy Synagogues of Israel 

The synagogue is a central feature in 
Jewish communities worldwide, and has 
been for millennia. As someone who likes to 
travel, I make it a point to visit the local shul 
in my destination city, be it active or other-
wise. Visiting a shul is one of the best ways 
there is to get to know a Jewish community, 
past and present. The details serve as puzzle 
pieces and help construct an image, telling 
the story of the local community. Is it large 
or small? How is it decorated? Where is its 
location within the city? Is it easily identi-
fiable as a house of worship from the out-
side? What languages are present on the 
signage? The answers to these questions 
can help us gain insight into the Jewish 
world beyond the shul walls. Were there a 
lot of Jews in the area? Was the community 
affluent? Was the host country favorable 
towards the community?

Baruch Hashem, here in Israel, Jew-
ish life is flourishing. While minyanim 
are plentiful and can be found almost 
anywhere, across Israel are some very 
special and unique buildings used for 
prayer, some quite grand in size. In 
Jerusalem alone, the Belz shul impres-
sively greets travelers as they enter the 
city, the Great Synagogue looms large in 
the city center, and the newly renovated 

RIVI FRANKEL

HOLY SITES IN ISRAEL

Torah Tidbits is proud to present a 
new series of articles in the coming 
year about the magnificent and holy 
sites of Israel. This new addition to 
Torah Tidbits seeks to connect each of 
us even more deeply to the profound 
meaning of our people’s return to 
the Land of Israel and bring us even 
closer to experiencing the kedushat 
ha’aretz in our daily lives. 

Tiferet Yisrael will soon welcome peo-
ple in the Old City, just down the street 
from the Churva and the Four Sephardic 
Synagogues. Another Jerusalem favorite 
of mine is Ohel Yitzack, also known as 
“Shomrei HaChomot,” located in the Old 
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Rivi Frankel is a sought after licensed tour guide in Israel 
for groups, families, and individuals of all ages. She 
is a Tanach lecturer, has run educational programing 
aroud the world, and currently lives in Jerusalem.

City’s Muslim quarter. Other examples 
exist all around the country. In Shiloh, 
a modern shul designed to look like the 
Mishkan, which once stood just below, 
is a must visit. In Akko, Or Torah, widely 
known as the “Tunsian shul”, is cov-
ered from floor to ceiling in mosaic tiles 
depicting various scenes from Tanach 
and Jewish History as well as flora and 
fauna native to Eretz Yisrael. The mosa-
ics were a labor of love by artisan Tzion 
Badash z’l, and took him over 50 years to 
create. Not far from there, in Akko, is the 
Ramchal’s shul, a small but worthwhile 
stop located within the market.

In this series, we will be focusing on 
some of the dozens of ancient synagogues 
found around the country; shuls whose 
remains all hold clues as to what life was 
like for the Jews that prayed there. We 

will visit locations that date back to the 
Roman and Byzantine periods. Some 
shuls were even in use while the second 
Beit Hamikdash still stood in its full glory. 
Others will help us discover what life was 
like in the following centuries, as Jews, 
reeling from the Temple’s destruction, 
learned to adapt to their new reality and 
pivot to a new, non-Temple-centric reli-
gious life. Along the way, as we peel back 
the layers and share stories of communi-
ties and worshippers of the past, we can 
internalize the messages, allowing them 
to inspire our own tefillah and avodat 
Hashem today.  

Simplifying property ownership,

management, and short-term rentals in

Jerusalem and surroundings

Apartment Management
Handling tenant matters
can be stressful and time
consuming. The last thing
you want to worry about
is your property. 
Our service is to give you
peace of mind.

Have you been thinking
about putting your
place up for short-term
rental, but feel nervous
having strangers in your
home? Let us ensure the
safety of your property
and generating profit.

Short-Term RentalsApartment Management Real Estate Services

Interested in buying a
property? 
Renting for long or short-
term.
Kosher short-term rentals
are available

Tschernia Property Management

R o n  T s c he r n i a
054-3229602

www.tschernia.net
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27 KOREH-HADOROT ST., JERUSALEM 
NEVE.SHALEM @GMAIL.COM | WWW.NEVE-SHALEM.CO.IL

BOUTIQUE RESIDENCE FOR SENIORS
IN THE LUXURIOUS NEIGHBORHOOD OF ARNONA, JERUSALEM

NEVE 
SHALEM IS 
AN ASSISTED 
LIVING 
FACILITY FOR 
RETIREES AND 
SENIORS WITH 
60% ENGLISH 
SPEAKERS!

 Full calendar of activities and entertainment in English and Hebrew!  
 Quality apartments built to high standards with balconies & gardens 
 Professional medical services  
 A dedicated staff providing for all the needs of our senior citizens 24/7 - Just like family!

*3204

SINCE 1995
FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY 
3 ROOM APARTMENT + PORCHES
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NO-OBLIGATION, FREE CONSULTATIONS!

CONTACT OUR BROKERS!

052-371-1871
ASIEGEL@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

DAVI KATZ
054-333-0039

DKATZ@
MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

058-532-5012
ASTRICKOFF@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

YITZCHAK WAGNER
053-722-8001
YWAGNER@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

+
+

HELPING YOU PURCHASE YOUR HOME IN ISRAEL

YOU CAN USE YOUR
IRA AND 401K

FUNDS TO BUY &
SELL INVESTMENT

PROPERTY IN
ISRAEL WITHOUT
TAX PENALTIES.

LET ME SHOW YOU
HOW!

Buy What You Want - When You Want it
Let's Join Forces & Turn Your Dream Into A Reality!

IL: 972.52.682.9367
info@keteradvisors.com

US: 786.385.8859
www.keteradvisors.com 

In these trying 
times, as we pray 
for the wounded 
and the captives

THIS WEEK

Raising funds to support our 
soldiers while continuing to  
assist those who stand alone. 

www.yeshezra.org
Where every contribution counts! 

For more information:  
Menachem Persoff: 050-570-1067

Checks
“Yesh Ezra” - POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem, 9136101
Bank transfer
Bank Mercantile (17)
Branch 642, A/c 79747843
(Send Asmachta for tax receipt*)
Credit Card
Call Sara – 077-820-0196
Sun/Mon/Wed (10:15 am - 2.45 pm)
Website: www.yeshezra.org. Click on Donate Now
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Flying Nurse Israel

can provide you with peace of mind  and personalized care, 
with our professional, and compassionate nurses.
Customized plans for concierge nursing available 
anywhere in Israel.

For More Information: 
Check out our website: FlyingNurseIsrael.com
Contact Esther Stewart RN/BSN
America: 323-552-7698; 248-233-6090  
Israel: 02-999-2117; 054-543-7034

Don’t want to be a 
burden to friends/

family, but not 
comfortable going 

about it alone?

Moving to or 
living in Israel and 

need assistance 
with navigating 
the Health Care 

System?

Overwhelmed with 
the medical care 

of a parent or loved 
one?
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attribute of Emet, truth in Yaakov. And 
above all, G-d valued their commitment 
to passing on these valued attributes to 
their descendants. That is why He ‘chose 
us from all the nations.’

Our chosenness has nothing to do with 
high intelligence. It has to do with Midot, 
character traits. At the end of the day, 
this is what we are all about. The central 
challenge to us is working on our per-
sonal Midot. The Vilna Gaon said that 
the reason we are here in this world is to 
improve a Midah, which we have thus far 
not perfected. Therefore, we must always 
work on this, for if we do not improve 
our Midot while we are here, what is the 
purpose of life? We must instill this con-
cept in our children and grandchildren 
that bringing home a Report Card with 
all “A’s” on academic subjects will bring 
them a reward but getting all “A’s” on 
the Midot side will bring even a greater 
reward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure… 

We buy old sifrei kodesh, judaica  
gold, silver, coins, collectables, 
banknotes, antiques and more… 

דורמדור ל  
Ran: 054-5561223 
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades

This Dvar Torah is dedicated in loving memory 
of Yita bat Shlomo, Rav Aharon Ziegler’s mother 
whose yahrzeit is on Shavuot.

Torah Tidbits extends a mazal tov to Rav Ziegler 
on his upcoming book of Torah Derashot, “The 
Sapphire Bricks of Torah” 
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