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Seeing 
Spiritual 

We have in our parashah the sweeping 
promise that has resonated throughout our 
generations ever since with eternal mes-
sages for each of us. “Raise your eyes and 
from the place where you are now [standing] 
look to the north to the south to the east and 
to the west. For all the land that you see, I 
will give to you and your offspring forever…
Rise, walk the land, through its length and 
breadth, for I will give it [all] to you.” (Bere-
isheet 13:14-17) Hashem directs Avraham 
Avinu to do two things, to see the land 
and to traverse its expanse. Why are both 
charges necessary and how do they apply to 
us today?

The Kli Yakar offers a stunning interpre-
tation of these verses. He notes that there 
are two aspects of the land, the spiritual 
and the physical. As the place of the earthly 
Temple mirrors the heavenly Temple, the 
Kli Yakar explains that it is the repository 
of spirituality, connecting us with Hashem 
forever. Further, when one looks at this 
holy place, he is immediately infused with 
a spirit of holiness and purity. Not only 
does he perceive the Divine, but he is seen 
by Hashem, enveloped in a halo of grace 
and transcendence. This experience is not 
limited to the time that our holy Temple 

stood, rather, it exists in every generation 
until the end of time. The spiritual legacy 
given to Avraham and his descendants is 
unconditional, acquired by way of his see-
ing the land. How fortunate we are that we 
can take advantage of this spiritual well-
spring and gain chizuk in difficult times, feel 
strengthened and bolstered by the closeness 
to Hashem.

The promise of the physical land, contin-
ues the Kli Yakar, was actualized by way of 
Avraham Avinu journeying through the 
land. Whereas the spiritual inheritance 
was given, “lecha…u’lezar-acha ad olam,” 
to Avraham and his offspring forever, their 
possession of the physical land depended 
upon adhering to Torah and mitzvot.

In his sefer Menachem Tzion, Rav Zaks 
emphasizes the importance of looking at 
Eretz Yisrael with positivity and optimism. 
One must focus on the beauty of the land, 
on its good aspects and qualities. The Yalkut 
Shimoni on Eichah recounts how Yaakov 
Avinu asked Hashem “where are my chil-
dren?” to which Hashem responded, “an 
ayin ra’ah took control of them and they 
were exiled from the land.” Their inability 
to focus on all the good in our land led to the 
exile and most tragically, extends the exile 
until today. 

Rav Zaks tells a story about one of the 
Gerrer Rebbes who visited Israel shortly 
before WWII. In one of his letters, he makes 
reference to the “holy city of Tel Aviv.” At 
the time, Tel Aviv had no yeshivot or any 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 35

other definitive marks of holiness. The 
Rebbe, however, explained that it was a city 
filled with Jews, no churches or mosques, 
and Sunday was a regular weekday. Focus-
ing on the positive elements, he found the 
holiness within. 

At this time, when so many lives are at the 
forefront as they proudly protect our land, it is 
imperative that we show Hashem how much 
we cherish it, how we choose to focus on the 
positive and draw from its spiritual resources. 
Thus, may all Jews throughout the world 
merit to make Eretz Yisrael their permanent 
home, sooner than we can ever imagine. 
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BEAUTIFUL DUPLEX APT, NACHALAT ACHIM, JLM 
4BR|1st floor|183m²|2 sukkah balconies (20m²) 
NIS 7,100,000  - Tehila: 050-420-5333 

RENOVATED APT WITH POTENTIAL, BEIT HAKEREM, JLM
2.5BR |ground floor | 71m² |in process of Pinui Binui 
NIS 2,990,000  - Ouriel: 058-516-1356
RENOVATED HOUSE IN PICTURUESQUE HAR ADAR
6BR|3 stories|260m²|150m² garden areas|rental unit 
NIS 5,050,000  - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

RENOVATED GARDEN APT, RECHAVIA, JLM
1BR|47m²|~30m² garden|private entrance 
NIS 2,100,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

ARCHITECTURALLY RENOVATED APT, RECHAVIA, JLM
2BR|2nd floor|70m²|3 balconies|high ceilings
NIS 3,950,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

BRAND NEW APT, MISHKENOT HAUMA, JLM 
3BR|108m²|4th floor|balcony|parking|accessible
NIS 4,550,000  - Tehila: 050-420-5333 
APT IN WOLFSON WITH VIEW, SHA'AREI CHESSED, JLM
3.5BR|2 studies|6th floor|150m²|shabbat elevator
NIS 6,900,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

LIKE-NEW APT IN BOUTIQUE BUILDING, EFRAT 
4BR|1st floor |127m²|sukkah balcony| private parking 
NIS 3,250,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387
CHARMING COTTAGE IN TE'ENA, EFRAT 
5BR|4 stories |189m²|sukkah balconies| private garden 
NIS 3,200,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

STUNNING PRIVATE VILLA WITH VIEW, MITZPE YERICHO
5BR|4.5 baths|325m² built|600m²  lot|+2 rental units 
NIS 4,900,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089
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