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Cry of Chesed

“Vayizkor Elokim et Noach - Hashem
remembered Noach.” (Bereisheet 8:1) Chazal
teach that Hashem remembered how Noach
fed the animals in the Ark for twelve months.
Was Noach not a “tzadik tamim,” a perfect
individual who had numerous fine qualities?
Is this the only thing that we can point out?
Further, this is one of the ten verses quoted
in the Zichronot section Musaf on Rosh
Hashanah. What is the significance of this
and how is it relevant to us?

In Lev Eliyahu, Rav Lopian explains that
had Noach and his family not been involved
in this chesed, they never could have left
the Ark. It was only the zechut of Noach’s
total devotion and concern for the needs
of each animal that allowed him to survive
the flood. Indeed, this particular act reflects
the ways of Hashem Who takes care of the
whole world. We too are taught, “vehalachta
bedrachav,” to emulate Hashem and con-
cern ourselves with the needs of others. We
are obligated to feel the pain of another and
see how we can alleviate their distress and
address their needs.

In his Machzor Rosh Hashanah, Rav
Druk discusses that when the world is
being judged, we emphasize the middah of
chesed that can tip the scales for a person’s
merit. “Olam chesed yibaneh,” we too must
build our individual worlds on this quality.
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“Ve’tzedakah tatzil mimavet” (Mishlei
10:2), when there is a decree of death in
the world, such as at the time of the flood,
the only recourse to be saved is to engage
in chesed. The Ark itself was not sufficient
to stop the raging waters from breaching
and drowning everyone. Rather, it was the
act of selfless giving to the animals during
the entire year that protected Noach’s fam-
ily and spared them from destruction.

Rav Scheinerman in Ohel Moshe quotes
a powerful idea from Rav Haksher that
further expounds on why Noach needed
this specific merit. It was a tikkun for Noach
since he was faulted for not praying for his
generation; he lacked a certain degree of
necessary empathy and compassion. It was
therefore important for him to rectify his
error by showing boundless concern for the
animals to develop and solidify this middah.

We learn in Sanhedrin 98b that Rabi
Elazar’s students asked him what one
should do to be spared the pains preceding
the coming of Mashiach. He responded,
“Engage in Torah study and acts of kind-
ness.” As we find ourselves in these tumul-
tuous times, we must strengthen ourselves
in this arena. To say a few chapters of
Tehillim is not enough, organize Tehillim
groups among friends, encourage others
to create groups. Find ways to assist those



under siege, organize or contribute to col-
lections to provide basic needs for others.
Call people who may be feeling alone,
give them strength and comfort. This is
what we are being summoned to do, be’ez-
rat Hashem, may it help us merit a full
redemption. In the words of the prophet
Yeshayahu (1:27), “Tzion bemishpat tipadeh
ve’shavehah be’tzakah.” m
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RENOVATED GARDEN APT, RECHAVIA, JLM
1BR | 47m?| ~30m? garden | private enfrance
NIS 2,100,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

STUNNING, RENOVATED APT, NACHLAOT, JLM
2BR | 2 bathrooms | 1 floor | 47m?| 3 balconies
NIS 2,100,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

APT IN WOLFSON WITH VIEW, SHA'AREI CHESSED, JLM
3.5BR | 2 studies | 6" floor | 150m? | shabbat elevator
NIS 6,900,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

STUNNING PRIVATE VILLA WITH VIEW, MITZPE YERICHO

5BR | 4.5 baths | 325m? built | 600m? lot | +2 rental units| 6BR | 3 stories | 260m? | 150m? garden areas | rental unit
NIS 4,900,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089| NIS 5,050,000 - Ouriel: 058-514-1356

Look for us: NOAM HOMES
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Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793- 2222

WHO HAVE FALLEN IN BATTLE, SEND CONDOLENCES TO THE BEREAVED
§ FAMILIES AND WISH A SPEEDY RECOVERY TO THE INJURED. WE WISH

FOR THE SAFE RETURN OF ALL THE ABDUCTEES IN PRAYER FOR THE

SUCCESS OF THE IDF SOLDIERS, THE SECURITY AND RESCUE FORCES.

LIKE-NEW APT IN BOUTIQUE BUILDING, EFRAT
4BR | 1¥'floor | 127m?| sukkah balcony | private parking
NIS 3,250,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

CHARMING COTTAGE IN TE'ENA, EFRAT
SBR[ 4 stories | 189m?| sukkah balconies| private garden
NIS 3,200,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

RENOVATED APT WITH POTENTIAL, BEIT HAKEREM, JLM
2.58R | ground floor | 71m? |in process of Pinui Binui
NIS 2,990,000 - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

RENOVATED HOUSE IN PICTURUESQUE HAR ADAR
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