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Restoration

Teshuvah is a multilayered and multifac-
eted journey through the subterranean lay-
ers of identity. As teshuvah encompasses a
wide range of emotions and a broad vari-
ety of experiences it cannot be captured
by one single term or phrase. Instead,
our Nevi'im and our Chazal developed a
battery of terms portraying the different
hues and colors of this transformational
experience.

In chapter 44, Yeshayahu employs geu-
lah as a metaphor for teshuvah. In well-
known pasuk, recited during slichot, he
announces:
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Hashem promises to erase our sins like
a cloud, while also proclaiming “Return to
Me [and repent] for I have redeemed you”.
As geulah evokes the spirit of teshuvah, by
exploring geulah we can better understand
the pathways and alleyways of teshuvah.

Teshuvah enables Geulah

The gemara in Yoma (86b) lauds teshu-
vah because it advances final redemption:
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Based on this coupling, the gemara in
Sanhedrin (99) cites a debate as to whether
teshuvah is a necessary precondition
to final redemption. Rebbe Yehoshua

disassociated geulah from teshuvah, assur-
ing us that we will be redeemed indepen-
dent of national repentance. By contrast,
Rebbe Eliezer argued that redemption is
completely dependent upon teshuvah.
Without mass repentance Jewish redemp-
tion stalls. Even Rebbe Yehoshua, however,
concedes that teshuvah, though not neces-
sary for redemption, still deeply affects its
pace and texture. Repentance makes the
process quicker and more graceful, while
also accelerating the timelines of geulah.
Even if teshuvah isn’t a prerequisite, it is
certainly a stimulus of redemption. Recog-
nizing that teshuvah fuels geulah Yesha-
yahu, effectively urges us “Return to Me so
that I will redeem you “. Hashem solicits
our teshuvah so that redemption will be
enabled.
GEULAH AS AN IMPETUS FOR TESHUVAH

The relationship between teshuvah and
geulah though, is reciprocal. Teshuvah
accelerates and enhances geulah, but geu-
lah, for its part, awakens teshuvah. We
believe that one day, all of humanity will
gather in Yerushalayim and acknowledge
Hashem. Our Messianic narrative doesn’t
envision extinction of others but inspira-
tion and education.

At this late stage of history, however,
much of the world has turned its heart
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away from Hashem, including a sizable
portion of the Jewish population who have
abandoned faith or have discarded hala-
chic fidelity. Yet, we still believe in ultimate
mass teshuvah. Evidently, mass teshuvah
will be triggered by a colossal divine inter-
vention which will revolutionize human
consciousness.

Redemption, or at least the incipient
stages of redemption, is the type of event
which can revitalize alienated religious
hearts. Hopefully we are living through
this dynamic and the initial miracles of
Jewish regeneration will, ultimately, revive
faith and religious commitment across our
people.

Recognizing the capacity of geulah to
incite teshuvah, Yeshayahu effectively
pleads that we should “return [to Hashem]
because He has already begun to redeem
us.” Initial redemption incites teshuvah,
which, in turn, accelerates final redemp-
tion. To phrase it in Yeshayahu’s terms,
Hashem asks us to perform teshuvah,
to ignite initial geulah, which hopefully,
leads to broad teshuvah which ultimately
clinches the final redemption of our peo-
ple and this world. Teshuvah and geulah
march in lockstep through history.
RESTORATION

Though Yeshayahu’s description of
teshuvah as geulah wunderscores that
geulah causes teshuvah and teshuvah
advances geulah, his primary intent is to
highlight the shared features between
teshuvah and geulah. By using geulah as
a metaphor for teshuvah, Yeshayahu high-
lights the similarities between these two
experiences.

Belief in redemption is premised upon a
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distinctly Jewish view of history. Western
civilization views history as evolutionary
and open-ended. The future is completely
unknown and is solely a product of human
decision. For us as Jews, the historical pro-
cess is predetermined: history has a begin-
ning and an inexorable end. The beginning
is called creation and the end is called
redemption.

For a Jew, history is not only predeter-
mined but is also cyclical. The beginning
resembles the end. Redemption doesn’t
reverse advances in culture, technol-
ogy, and science but it does restore an
earlier condition of religion and moral-
ity. Redemption doesn’t just change or
improve our world but restores it to an
earlier and more perfect state.

The actual word geulah appears three
times in parshat Behar, all in the context
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of restoring land to original owners or
liberating slaves. Under certain conditions
a seller may reacquire his land, in effect,
redeeming or restoring it. During the yovel
year the entire Land of Israel experiences
geulah, in that all sold lands are refunded.
If geulah of lands restores original owner-
ship, geulah of history restores the human
condition to its original terms. Geulah
returns history back to the moral and reli-
gious conditions of the past.

By describing teshuvah as geulah, Yesha-
yahu emphasizes that teshuvah, as well, is
restorative. We depict teshuvah with many
words: forgiveness, pardon, absolution of
sin, penitence, and self-improvement. But
teshuvah is, fundamentally, a restoration.
Sin barriers us from Hashem, whose pres-
ence cannot countenance evil. Teshuvah
removes those obstructions and reboots
our relationship.

Human beings, when insulted or
betrayed, can often summon the courage
and generosity of spirit to forgive. How-
ever, emotional wounds run deep, and it
is almost impossible to turn back the clock
on a ruptured relationship. We bear the
scars of past hurt and rarely can the orig-
inal innocence of a relationship be fully
restored. Humans can offer forgiveness,
but full restoration of a relationship is sel-
dom achieved.

By gifting us with teshuvah, Hashem
offers us complete restoration and the
ability not just to overcome our sins but
to reboot our relationship with Him to its
original pristine state of purity. It is the gift
which only Hashem can offer.

BEFORE AND AFTER
The list of 13 middot enumerates various

compassionate traits of Hashem. The first
trait, the word 'n, connotes basic mercy
which Hashem extends to us. Interestingly,
the term ' is repeated twice. Noticing this
repetition, the gemara in Rosh Hashanah
(17b) explains that we ask Hashem for His
mercy both before we sin and after we sin.
As the Chofetz Chaim asserted, our bold
request of Hashem is to restore our rela-
tionship to the exact same “pre-sin” con-
dition. By requesting His mercy with the
exact same term, both before and after sin,
we seek full restoration of lost innocence.
Authentic teshuvah causes a reboot.

Teshuvah is a glance back at the past and
a reclamation of our past relationship with
Hashem. We look back to a simpler time,
when we were more innocent and more
pure. Life was simpler and our relation-
ship with Hashem was less complicated
and less confused. Sins muddle the water
and introduce uncertainty and static. Our
betrayals erected barriers and obstacles.
What was once a clear path is now a mine-
field. Teshuvah offers us a ticket back to
our past.

DAYS OF OLD

The concluding pasuk of Eicha captures
our longing for restoration of our earlier
state:
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As the midrash comments, we don’t
merely seek forgiveness. We boldly ask
Hashem to restore us to our original state,
prior to sin and prior to human rebellion.
We seek Gan Eden, or the “days of old”.

For this reason, Yeshayahu compares
teshuvah to geulah. We know where his-
tory is heading. We know that history is a
circle, and that redemption leads us back
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to the beginning of time. Knowing this, we
also believe that the redemption of teshu-
vah leads us back to our own beginning.
Reach back to the past and reclaim it.
Reach back to lost purity and renew it.
Redeem and Repent. Repent and Redeem.
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SHIUR SPONSORS

Rabbi Ari Kahn's Shiur - Thursday, Septemer 14th
was sponsored by Shelley Hirshberg and Helen Raff Scher on their Dad's,
Binyamin ben Yisrael Zev Haleviz"| 11th yahrzeit. He was loved by all who knew him,
and on the 13th yahrzeit of Tzvi Hirsh ben Yisrael Zev Halevi ',
their Uncle Harry, a generous man.

All Morning Shiurim - Tuesday, September 19th
were sponsored by Naomi & Ori Carmel in memory of Zisa ben Baruch z'|

Rabbi Manning's Shiur - Wednesday, Sept 20th
is sponsored by Miriam Marcus in memory of her beloved father,
Mordechai ben Yehoshua Zvi 2"l - 11 Tishrei 59 years ago

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein's Shiur
is sponsored for the 2023 - 2024 academic year

by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z'lnnan
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Rabbi Adler’s Shiur
is sponsored for the 2023-2024 academic year by the Frist family in memory
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Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year
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Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus
in memory of their parents,

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 2’1 -
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Rabbi Breitowitz's Tuesday Shiur -
Minchat Chinuch
is sponsored for the academic year 2023
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman
in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z'|
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and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman 2|
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Rabbi Goldin’s Shiur
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts
Irma Haas a"h and Hilde Myer a"h
Rabbi Manning’s Shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year
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Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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Advance Healthcare Directive &
Conversation Guide _
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A guide to starting important
conversations with your family

L
Designate your healthcare proxy
and rabbinic consultant

|5
Communicate your healthcare
preferences and Jewish values

|5
Endorsed by leading Poskim,

doctors, and attorneys
|5

Take the initiative today.

FOR YOUR FAMILY:
Give your family the clarity & comfort
that they are honoring your wishes

FORYOU:
Complete this form so your healthcare
preferences are clear & your doctors
know your Jewish values.

FORYOUR FUTURE:
Don't wait until illness strikes & quick
decisions must be made.

(O +1-646-599-3895
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