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THE OKETZ AND PERFORMING THE MITZVAH
The oketz is the stem—the part of the 

etrog that connected it to the tree. When 
shaking the etrog along with the rest of 
the arba minim, the etrog is supposed to 
be held in the direction “of their growth” 
- “derch gedilatam” (TM Sukka 45b; Shul-
chan Aruch OC §651:2). That is, we hold 
the etrog with the oketz face-down (which 
is counter-intuitive), since in the beginning 
of its growth, the oketz is below and the 
pitom is above. However, when the fruit 
forms, the fruit’s weight pushes the oketz 
upwards (Mishnah Berurah, ibid., 17).

When I guide visitors to the Torah and 
VeHa’aretz Institute, we see on the same 
etrog tree, young fruit with the oketz down 
and mature ripe fruit with the oketz up.

In order for the mitzvah to be performed 
directly after the blessing is made (over 
la’asiyatan), the prevalent custom is to 
pick up the arba minim with the etrog 
face- down (the pitom face-down and oketz 
face-up). The blessing is said, and the etrog 
is turned over (so the pitom faces up), and 
then the arba minim are shaken (Shulchan 
Aruch, OC §651:5). 

Note that if unsure which part of the 
etrog should face up, it is best to place the 

etrog on the table when making the bless-
ing, and then pick it up with the pitom 
face-up, and then shake the arba minim 
(Shulchan Aruch, ibid., first opinion cited). 
PRACTICAL TIPS FOR ETROG CARE

Color: If one purchased a green etrog, but 
wants it to become yellow, place in a plastic 
bag with an apple for several days (but first 
ascertain that the bag is not moist). The 
gasses emitted by the apple expedites the 
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etrog’s ripening process, and turns it yellow.
Storage and care: One should keep the 

etrog in a closed container (even when 
purchased way in advance of the holiday). 
The etrog should not be wrapped in a 
damp cloth and should be kept away from 
moisture. This is in order to preserve its 
beauty for the entire duration of Sukkot. 

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BAKA - stunning 3 story house on a quiet & 
pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end designed, 
swimming-pool, large wrap around garden, 
parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111
BAKA / MEKOR CHAIM – 4 rooms, 90m,  
2nd floor + elevator, renovated by architect, 
fireplace, a/c, very central, close to all 
amenities

3050000 NIS - MENDEL 052-8980111 
ADAM ST. - close to Arnona Hatzeira -  
in a step building, very spacious 5 rooms 
+ terracce, 40m, open view, renovated, 
private entrance, quiet, potential of adding 
extra unit

3290000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488 
In a small & pastoral street in the heart of 
BAKA - Penthouse/Duplex 5 rooms, terraces, 
15m + balcony, 6m, 2nd & 3rd floor  
+ elevator, 3 orientations, parking

MICHAEL 052-3202488

ORDER ONLINE AND GET THE 
PRODUCTS YOU PREFER DELIVERED 

STRAIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!

ORDER TODAY 
AND ENJOY SUPERIOR QUALITY, 

SELECTION AND SERVICE!
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www.FarmToFamily.co.il
Netanel  050-344-6261 | Office  058-444-6260

American 

Service!

Want to shop from the 
convenience of your home?

American 
Products & 
Specialty Items!

Top quality, 
organic 
& regular 
Mehadrin 
produce

Comprehensive follow-up & treatment for dry & wet age
related macular degeneration (AMD) as an alternative to
hospital

- Intravitreal injections of Avastin, Lucentis, Eylea & Vabysmo
- OCT imaging
- Color ultrawide Fundus pictures
-Speedy diagnosis and treatment given in same visit
2 Keren Hayesod St., Ra’anana
To book an appointment

TEL: 1-700-70-10-30 www.retina.co.il

Dr Ehud Rechtman MD 
Retina Specialist


