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About Pitom, Oketz
& Practical Tips

THE OKETZ AND PERFORMING THE MITZVAH
The oketz is the stem—the part of the
etrog that connected it to the tree. When
shaking the etrog along with the rest of
the arba minim, the etrog is supposed to
be held in the direction “of their growth”
- “derch gedilatam” (TM Sukka 45b; Shul-
chan Aruch OC §651:2). That is, we hold
the etrog with the oketz face-down (which
is counter-intuitive), since in the beginning
of its growth, the oketz is below and the
pitom is above. However, when the fruit
forms, the fruit’s weight pushes the oketz
upwards (Mishnah Berurah, ibid., 17).

When I guide visitors to the Torah and
VeHa’aretz Institute, we see on the same
etrog tree, young fruit with the oketz down
and mature ripe fruit with the oketz up.

In order for the mitzvah to be performed
directly after the blessing is made (over
la’asiyatan), the prevalent custom is to
pick up the arba minim with the etrog
face- down (the pitom face-down and oketz
face-up). The blessing is said, and the etrog
is turned over (so the pitom faces up), and
then the arba minim are shaken (Shulchan
Aruch, OC §651:5).

Note that if unsure which part of the
etrog should face up, it is best to place the

etrog on the table when making the bless-
ing, and then pick it up with the pitom
face-up, and then shake the arba minim
(Shulchan Aruch, ibid., first opinion cited).
PRACTICAL TIPS FOR ETROG CARE

Color: If one purchased a green etrog, but
wants it to become yellow, place in a plastic
bag with an apple for several days (but first
ascertain that the bag is not moist). The
gasses emitted by the apple expedites the
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etrog’s ripening process, and turns it yellow.
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Storage and care: One should keep the .,,,_U,f'_;}[',‘!{:"fg;‘ifw - : *“;?Ez":;“;;";;:;"
etrog in a closed container (even when “AsweernewyEAR o U1/ </ Etamfamgmdcon
purchased way in advance of the holiday). W lirebe v Ra it ih i
The etrog should not be wrapped in a maintaining the territorial integrity of Israel.

The Eitam farm iz a 700+ acre strip of land in the eastern
damp cloth and Sh'OU.ld be kept away from Guszh Etzion region. The farm raizes sheep and goats,
moisture. This is in order to preserve its = wpl-ntwin::r;rda m:ardund wheat. o
. . N ing on the Eitam iz done using sustainable

beauty for the entire duration of Sukkot. m anzient techniques. The importance of this strategie

and Biblical area cannot be underestimated.
The farm alse holds a synagogue and beth midrash where
young men spend half the time studying Torah and the other
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help pioneer Eretz Yisrael

by donaling any amount large or small (tax exempl)

towards enlarging the Eitam flock.

Comprehensive follow-up & treatment for dry & wet age
Lelatgd Imacular degeneration (AMD) as an alternative to
ospital

- Intravitreal injections of Avastin, Lucentis, Eylea & Vabysmo
- OCT imaging

- Color ultrawide Fundus pictures

-Speedy diagnosis and treatment given in same visit
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BAKA - stunning 3 story house on a quiet & want to sho fl"OW\ the

pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end designed,
swimming-pool, large wrap around garden,

parking
ORDER ONLINE AND GET THE

MENDEL 052-8980111
PRODUCTS YOU PREFER DELIVERED

BAKA /| MEKOR CHAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, STRAIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!
2nd floor + elevator, renovated by architect, :

fireplace, a/c, very central, close to all
amenities erican ORDER TODAY

A
3050000 NIS - MENDEL 052-8980111

servic®  AND ENJOY SUPERIOR QUALITY,
SELECTION AND SERVICE!

ADAM ST. - close to Arnona Hatzeira -

in a step building, very spacious 5 rooms

+ terracce, 40m, open view, renovated,

private entrance, quiet, potential of adding

extra unit

convenience of your home?

o / American
Products &
Specialty Items!

& Top quality,

organic
3290000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488 e
In a small & pastoral street in the heart of Mehadrin

Use coupon code welcome2ftf and save 5% off your first order!

produce

BAKA - Penthouse/Duplex 5 rooms, terraces,
15m + balcony, 6m, 2nd & 3rd floor
+ elevator, 3 orientations, parking www.FarmToFamily.co.il

MICHAEL 052-3202488

Netanel 050-344-6261 | Office 058-444-6260
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