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Special Song
The last of the 613 mitzvot is found at 

the end of parashat Vayelech. “Ve’ata kitvu 
lachem et hashira hazot ve’lamdah et Benei 
Yisrael sima be’fihem – So now, write this 
song for yourselves, and teach it to the 
Children of Israel, place it in their mouth.” 
(Devarim 31:19) The Talmud (Nedarim 
38a) teaches that this is a mandate to write 
one’s own sefer Torah. It is curious that 
the Torah is referred to here as a song. 
This begs the question – Perhaps the com-
mand is to only write the song, not the 
whole Torah? And if this is a command-
ment to write a sefer Torah, why are we 
not told explicitly to write a Torah, but to 
write this song? 

The Rambam notes that since it is for-
bidden to write sections of the Torah, the 
mitzvah is clearly to write the entire Torah, 
including this song. The Beit Yosef explains 
that since the Shira was sung at the end of 
the five Books of the Torah it is understood 
that one should write the entire Torah up 
until the very end. 

Rav Shach, z”l in Bezot Ani Boteach 
explains beautifully that the Torah is the 
song of our lives. Both on an individual 
level, as well as on a collective one. We are 
all faced with numerous challenges and dif-
ficulties that make it very difficult to con-
tinuously sing a song to Hashem. However, 

Torah is the one song that is eternal. The 
Torah gives us strength to persevere, to 
continue to believe and to continue to sing. 
Song reflects the emotion one feels as he 
understands the cherished value of life and 
the joy of living. Dovid Hamelech encap-
sulates this so beautifully when he says, 
“Chesed u’mishpat ashira – Of kindness and 
justice do I sing.” (Tehillim 101:1) Whether 
we experiences the beneficence or the 
judgement of the Ribono shel Olam, we can 
continuously be in a state of song. One who 
lives a Torah-directed life understands that 
all Hashem does is for the good, and spe-
cifically for our personal good, to become 
the best version of ourselves. Therefore, if 
we live with complete dedication to Torah, 
whatever the situation, we can live with 
the capacity to sing to Hashem unceasingly.

Rav Scheinerman in Ohel  Moshe 
offers an additional profound insight. 
The Gemara (Chagigah 12b) teaches that 
Hashem extends graciousness during the 
day to one who learns Torah at night. This 
is based on the verse, “Yomam yetzaveh 
Hashem chasdo – In the day, Hashem will 
command His lovingkindess,” because 
“u’balayla shiro imi – even by night His 
song is with me” (Tehillim 42:9). There 
are some songs that are sung to Hashem, 
like Shirat Hayam, “Ashira LaHashem – I 
will sing to Hashem.” However, there are 
other songs that are sung with Hashem, 
“imi,” this is the song of the Torah. When 
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we study Torah, we are “singing” with 
Hashem! Rav Yerucham Levovitz would 
often marvel how the Rambam, in his 
explanation on the Mishnah, begins by 
stating, “Amar Hashem Yitbarach,” instead 
of the classic, “It is written in the Torah.” 
Torah is interactive, it is constant give 
and take between us and Hashem. What 
could be more inspiring than singing “with 
Hashem” every time we are involved in 
learning Torah! It is truly the most breath-
taking experience. 
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descendants of Levi, son of Yaakov. Their 
lineage, at quite some length, is given in the 
next aliya.  

5th aliya (3:14-39) Count the 
tribe of Levi by households, 
from 1 month and older: the 

households of Gershon, Kehat and Merari, 
the sons of Levi. The sons of Gershon, Kehat 
and Merari are listed. Gershon’s family, 
from a month and above, is 7,500. They 
camp to the west of the Mishkan. Their task 
was to transport and be responsible for the 
curtains and coverings. Kehat numbered 
8,600, camping to the south. They were 
responsible for the vessels: Aron, Menorah, 
Table, altars. Merari numbered 6,200, 
camping to the north. Responsible for the 
structure of the Mishkan; the walls, sup-
ports and beams. The total of the tribe of 
Levi is 22,000. On the front side, the east of 
the Mishkan, Moshe and Aharon and fam-
ilies camped.  

The encampment around the Mishkan 
had 2 layers. The Leviim were in close, on 
3 of the 4 sides of the Mishkan. The 4th side, 
the leading side, had Moshe and Aharon.  
The entire 12 tribes were farther removed 
on all 4 sides.  

The 3 sons of Levi were family groups; 
Gershon, Kehat and Merari. They had full 
responsibility for the Mishkan. Their tasks 
fell in categories.  Gershon; textiles. Kehat; 
furniture. Merari; building. Gershon took 
care of the curtains and coverings. Kehat, 
the important main vessels of the Mishkan.  
And Merari the structure of the building.

6th aliya (3:40-51) Count all the 
firstborn of the age of a month 
and above. The Leviim are to 

replace the firstborn.  There were 273 more 

number is 157,600. The total count of the 
army age men is 603,550 without the tribe 
of Levi.

The people travel and camp with the 
Mishkan in their midst. Physically and 
metaphorically. We travel our history with 
G-d in our midst. While the distinct feel-
ing you get in the detailed description of 
where each tribe encamped is the feeling 
of an army encampment, there is another 
layer of meaning. Yes, regimented. Specific.  
Detailed. Organized. But an army for which 
purpose? To fight the anticipated foes in 
the Land of Israel? Or to be the army of 
Hashem? A fighting army with its G-d in 
its midst? Or both?  

4th aliya (3:1-13) Aharon’s 
sons’ names were Nadav, 
Avihu, Elazar and Itamar.  

Nadav and Avihu died without children.  
Elazar and Itamar serve as Kohanim with 
Aharon. Take the Leviim: they are to serve 
Aharon. The Leviim are responsible for the 
Mishkan: to support the Kohanim and the 
people, to facilitate the running of the Mish-
kan. The Leviim shall take the place of the 
first-born, who became obligated to me 
when saved in Egypt.  

There are 2 groups mentioned here:  
Kohanim and Leviim. The lineage of the 
Kohanim is given.  It just doesn’t take much 
room. Because Aharon is a Kohen and his 
sons. But he only has 2.  So the entire lin-
eage of the Kohanim is 3 people. The Leviim, 
on the other hand, are an entire tribe, 

Every  person  who was not born in Israel 
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate 

his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually! 
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS! 
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