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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

והיה בעברכם את הירדן תקימו את האבנים האלה..בהר עיבל )כז:ד(
"And when you have passed over the Jordan, you shall erect these stones... on Mount Eival." (27:4)
The command to the Israelites was, upon their entering the Land, they were to erect stones on Mount Eival and 

write upon them the words from the Torah. They were to inscribe the curses that would be used as retribution if 
they failed to keep G-d's words.

Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (1808-1888, Germany) asks if it was appropriate to inscribe words of Torah, 
even ones of curses, on a steep and barren mountain like Eival? It would be more in place to glorify G-d's Torah on a 
beautiful and fertile mountain like Mount Gerizim.

Mount Gerizim seems like a better location to etch in all the Torah's words in order to fulfill this command.
Rabbi Hirsch answers that the fulfillment of the Torah's commands and the ability to raise us closer to G-d can be 

attained even from the poorest dirt and soil on this Land. It is, therefore, also a mountain like Eival that is chosen to 
write down words of G-d, such that even a Mount Eival can provide a platform for the Torah and forming a closeness 
with G-d.

Shabbat Shalom

THIS WEEK'S COVER IMAGE!
Photographd by Zev Rothkoff
I live in Efrat. My parents brought me on Aliyah as a child. The is a photo of the altar 
on Har Eival and is a reminder of our connection to this land.
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Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem) - 8:19PM  •  Next Week - 8:11PM
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ads are the sole responsibility of the advertisers and not that 
of OU Israel, the OU Israel Center , Torah Tidbits.

Editor Emeritus: Phil Chernofsky
Editor: Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider | aarong@ouisrael.org
Advertising: Ita Rochel | 02-5609125 or ttads@ouisrael.org
Website: www.torahtidbits.com
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JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wed - Shabbat
August 30 - Sept 9 / 13 - 23 Elul
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 5:21 - 5:28
Sunrise	 6:13 - 6:19 
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 9:26 - 9:27 
Magen Avraham	 8:48 - 8:50
Sof Zman Tefila	 10:30
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 12:39 - 12:36
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 1:11 - 1:07
Plag Mincha	 5:45 - 5:34
Sunset (Including Elevation)	 7:10 - 6:58 

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

Daf Yomi this Shabbat: Kidushin 20
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

 In the Berman household we uphold 
a custom at the start of every summer 
requiring simple sheets of paper and 
pencils. Sitting individually with each of 
our children, my wife and I ask them to 
put together two 
lists - one which 
details what they 
plan to do every 
day during summer 
break, and the other 
detailing what they 
want to accomplish 
before the school 
year begins. 

On the first list 
my kids typically 
j o t  d o w n  d a i l y 
activities like dav-
ening, learning for 
a set period of time, 
catching up with 
friends, barbequing, 
hiking, among other 
ideas. The other list 
tends to be more 
creative, including 
activities such as 
painting a new area in the house, finish-
ing projects they started during the year, 
teaching themselves a new skill, and so on. 

My wife and I started this tradition in rec-
ognition of how important it is for our kids to 
feel purposeful and accomplished - especially 
in the summer - when too many children 

enter the school year wondering how sum-
mer vacation flew by without much to show 
for it. Of course, relaxation, playing with 
friends at camp, and enjoying downtime is 
important, but nothing builds self-esteem 

quite like a sense of 
accomplishment. 

It is with this mind-
set that I marvel at an 
amazing effort that has 
been led by teens over 
this summer in our OU 
Israel Youth Center in 
Kiryat Gat. It is a proj-
ect that goes far beyond 
utilizing free time for 
something purposeful, 
and has come to sym-
bolize ahavat Yisrael, 
hachnasat orchim and 
kibbutz galuyot. 

Torah Tidbits read-
ers who have had the 
zechut to make aliyah 
know the difficulties 
involved in leaving a 
world of familiarity 
and comfort to build a 

home in Eretz Yisrael. However, the fact 
that schools across the country teach chil-
dren above the age of fourth grade English, 
eases the experience for many Anglo olim. 
On the other hand, olim from Ethiopia, 
Spain, Russia and even France may have 
a more difficult time adjusting to the 
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language barrier as it is not as commonly 
taught or easily understood. 

The language barrier between Ethiopian 
Jews and Israelis has kept many communi-
ties insulated, preserving their customs and 
culture over the years. As a result, many 
Israelis have yet to experience the richness 
and beauty of Ethiopian culture. Following 
a recent project led by teen-
agers this summer, all of that 
is about to change. 

There is an established 
Ethiopian community in 
Kiryat Gat and many of its 
teens participate in and are 
members of our OU Israel 
Youth Center there. Follow-
ing the conclusion of the 
school year, our advisors 
and teens in the city took 
upon themselves the build-
ing of Beit Gojo. 

The newly established 
Beit Gojo offers an oppor-
tunity for visitors to learn 
about the Ethiopian com-
munity, led by a guide, with 
four activity stations: 
1.	 Build Gojo huts in 

mud as they once 
did in Ethiopia

2.	 Participate in expe-
riential trivia and 
learn about the journey of Ethiopian 
Jews to Israel

3.	 Prepare pita bread from scratch 
- from grinding the wheat and 
forming the dough, to baking and 
eating fresh bread

4.	 Participate in the traditional Bunna 

Maflat coffee ritual and enjoy a cup 
of freshly brewed coffee 

Groups of teens and families have visited 
Beit Gojo over recent weeks and the feed-
back we have received since the start of the 
project has been overwhelmingly positive. 
What is perhaps most meaningful is that Beit 
Gojo is an ongoing building project in which 

visitors can take an active 
role in kibbutz galuyot and 
help build more huts for 
the campus. I expect Kiryat 
Gat’s Beit Gojo will be the 
first of many throughout 
the country. 

As the school year begins 
I can only begin to imagine 
how proud our Kiryat Gat 
teens are with what they 
accomplished over their 
summer break. Not only 
did they apply themselves 
to a project and brought 
their vision to life, but 
they created a meaningful 
experience for others to 
partake in, while bridging 
gaps between cultures. 

I wish a tremendous 
yasher koach to these teens 
and encourage Torah Tid-
bits readers to visit Beit Gojo 
and learn about Ethiopian 

Jewry in a family-friendly (and delicious!) 
setting. You can find videos of the Beit Gojo 
experience on OU Israel’s Facebook page. 
To learn more contact Guy Ephraim 054-
3115982 or email: beitgojo@gmail.com. 

As we begin preparing for the yamim 
noraim, I encourage you to save the date(s) 
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for Torah Yerushalayim and Torah Modiin. 
After B”H receiving so much positive feed-
back about how this event transformed 
and uplifted people’s yamim noraim and 
provided the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in Torah and inspiration, we 
are running this program in two locations. 
Our aim is to enable people in those cities 
and surrounding communities to become 
inspired as part of our efforts to help Anlgo 
olim throughout Israel thrive spiritually 
and socially. Please refer to our Torah Tid-
bits ad for more information.

Wishing you all an uplifting and 
inspiring Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Mazal Tov to  
Elisheva & Ari Weingarten and family  

on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Yitzchak Tzvi

מזל טוב

To the recently married couple

Yael Libson & 
Yona Seiferas  

May they build a
בית נאמן בישראל

With all our love  
and best wishes,

Grandma and Grandpa
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KNOW WHAT TO ANSWER 
FREE COUNTER-MISSIONARY 

   

Videos • Parsha Insights • Booklets • Counseling

 
 
 
 

 

Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz • info@JewsforJudaism.org 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

We will mark the 7th yahrzeit of our 
 dear husband, father, grandfather  

and great-grandfather,

Rabbi Joel Litke z”l
on Thursday afternoon
September 7 - כא’ אלול

We will meet at the main parking lot  
of Har Hamenuchot at 5:45pm

Litke, Sorotzkin and Gruner Families

Planning for 
Fulfillment

L’maan lo niga larik. “Let us not toil 
in vain.” The deepest wish of each of 
us is that we achieve what we set out to 
accomplish, and therein lies our greatest 
satisfaction. Rav Yitzchak Hutner noted 
that this is a quality that was built into 
us from our very inception. Whereas 
creation generally is described in a sin-
gle phase, “G-d said, ‘let there be light,’ 
and there was light,” when it came to 
the creation of man G-d began with a 
planning phase: “Let us make man in 
our image….” Explained Rav Hutner 
(Pachad Yitzchak, Shavuot 25:18-19):

“It appears that the path of man’s cre-
ation is suited to his ongoing existence. 
The uniqueness of man lies in his capac-
ity for conscious and thoughtful choice, 
in which behaviors and actions are a 

product of premeditated decisions (shil-
ton hada’at). It is therefore fitting that 
within the very process of his creation 
the value of thoughtful planning is appar-
ent, with two phases: first the decision to 
make man and then his actual creation. 
This is why when a person achieves a 
goal that they had planned and envi-
sioned, they experience deep satisfaction. 
The perfect match between the plan and 
its actualization brings to the person the 
most uplifting and inherent satisfaction, 
irrespective of the specific goal.” 

This reality is underscored in the neg-
ative by our Parsha’s sobering descrip-
tion (Devarim 28:29-33) of the terrible 
difficulties included in its words of 
warning (tochacha): 

“You will not carry your pathway to a 
successful conclusion … You will betroth 
a woman and another man will be her 
husband, you will build a home and you 
will not live in it, you will plant a vine-
yard and will not enjoy its first vintage. 
Your ox will be slaughtered before your 
eyes and you will not eat from it … The 
fruit of your soil and that of your toil will 
be consumed by a people that you do not 
know, and you will only be cheated and 
crushed all the time.”

There is nothing more frustrating and 
painful than a failed mission, and there 
is nothing more satisfying than achiev-
ing our goals.
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רפואה שלמה
אורה בת ראינה

Rosh Hashana is the anniversary of 
the day Hashem, said, naaseh adam, “let 
us make man,” planning and achieving 
our creation. It is the day when we fol-
low G-d’s model by planning and build 
our own future and redesigning our-
selves. Indeed, the Talmud (Yerushalmi 
Rosh Hashana 4:8) derives from the 
biblical word va’asitem (Bamidbar 29:2) 
that is used uniquely regarding the Rosh 
Hashana offerings, that this is the day 
when we recreate ourselves. Whereas 
the teshuva of Yom Kippur has us look 
back on past failures, on Rosh Hashana 
each of us is empowered to look to the 
future, to say to ourselves na’aseh adam, 
“let us make man,” planning and imag-
ining who we want to be and what we 
wish to accomplish. That is the formula 
for our ultimate satisfaction, the fulfill-
ment of our unique human qualities and 
capacities. 

 “Let us not toil in vain.” 

Rachel Feld 
Certified Personal Trainer 

  054-471-8420

Personal  training 
is for you!

Frustrated that you can't get into shape?
Don't have the time or motivation to go to the gym?

Diastasis 
recti 

rehabilitation

Work out  
in the comfort  
of your home

Senior
fitness

change begins with you.

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

A
s

h
k

e
lo

n
 M

a
ri

n
a

Don’t Miss
The Boat!
DDoonn’’tt  MMiissss
TThhee  BBooaatt!!
Don’t Miss
The Boat!

With the weaker Shekel, your Dollar
can now buy you more. The last few
bargains at lower dollar prices are
still available (some even unlinked).
Contact us now for the largest selection
of sea-view properties for sale or rent.
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**************** RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH ****************
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il  Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il 

Phone: 02-999-2418                WhatsApp: 058 787 3755

125th YEAR ANNIVERSARY  
 Israel's LEADING and MOST TRUSTED Furniture Repair Company

LET US FIX YOUR FURNITURE BEFORE THE CHAGIMLET US FIX YOUR FURNITURE BEFORE THE CHAGIM
PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture
EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace
with much stronger wood 
CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
LEG TIPS - For quieter chairs
TABLE EXTENSIONS - To accommodate more people at your table  

Don't blow it!Don't blow it!

(your downstairs neighbor will thank you)

www.chimesisrael.org.il/en
contact@chimesisrael.org.il

Phone +972(0)3 6442427 
Whatsapp +972 50 6661783

The start in life they deserve!
to give Israeli preschool children 

DonateDonate  
  forfor EARLY 

INTERVENTION

We help
improve the
quality of life
for people with
DISABILITIES 
of all ages 
in Israel.

improve the
quality of life

Israel
DISABILITIES
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and one that he momentarily chided with 
an offending term. One “word” is all it 
took to sink his lifelong dream. Such is 
the heavy price of a righteous life. The 
greater the spiritual level the more deli-
cate; righteous lifestyles leave little margin 
for error. 

Dedication to your people comes at a cost. 
One of my Rabeim – Harav Binyamin 
Tabory z”l- noted that the parah adumah 
mystery contains a coded message about 
dedication to the Jewish people. One of 
the enigmatic aspects of this ceremony is 
that the official who performs the ritual- 
which removes tumah impurity from the 
‘subject’- himself becomes ritually impure 
and barred from the Mikdash. Basically, for 
one Jew to be ritually rejuvenated, a second 
Jew becomes ritually invalidated. It takes 
selflessness to overcome the impurity of 
death. Dedication to Jews comes at a cost. 
For one Jew to enter another must volun-
tarily absorb a religious “cost”.

Dedication to Jews certainly comes at a cost 
in the modern State of Israel. Life outside of 
the land of Israel exile doesn’t always come 
at a “cost” to personal religious standards. 
Of course, every Jew is responsible for 
every other Jew regardless of geography, 
but life in exile more easily allows for per-
sonal “ivory towers of piety”. Dedication to 
other Jews is often expressed at communal 
levels. Within a community of similarly 
religious people, the cost of “interaction” 
and engagement is often minimal. 

Life in Israel is very different. Aiming to 
breath religious spirit into our country, we 
frequently pay a heavy “price” regarding 

our own religious standards. If we want 
to live alongside Jews of different reli-
gious “stripes” we may be endangering 
our own religious standards. For exam-
ple, extending kashrut food nationwide 
may dilute kashrut standards. Likewise 
creating a “shemittah umbrella” to enable 
basic shemittah observance may entail 
adopting fragile halachik leniencies. Liv-
ing in Israeli society at large among the 
less-religious may challenge our own val-
ues and lifestyles. It is ironic – and to some 
confusing- that life in the holy land should 
potentially come at a cost to religious stan-
dards. Dedication to the Jewish people 
doesn’t always come free of charge. Are we 
selfless enough to pay that price? 

Exclusive
German Colony: 
Four room 
garden domicile 
with private entrance, 
domed ceiling, 
separate clinic/guest 
unit in pastoral setting. 
$1.5 million 

Exclusive
by Rehavia
Rooftop unit of four 
rooms, 96 sq m, 
elevator, parking and 
this panoramic view 
towards the Knesset  
and the Israel Museum!   
2.58 million NIS

Ein Kerem: Six room 1900 sq ft modernized Ottoman 
home with vaulted ceilings, conservatory + gorgeous 
garden! $1.6 million

bayitsheli@gmail.com
WWW.SHELLYLANDAU.COM
052-385-9944

Talbieh:  
Exquisite ten room 
residence, high 
ceilings, 4 exposures, 
private entrance,  
2600 sq ft, living  
space surrounded 
by gorgeous private 
garden and patio 
+ private parking

Pastoral by the Israel Museum

New Exclusive! 

Light and spacious, renovated 4.5 rooms, 2 full 
baths, 115 sq m, private entrance, large garden 
in use, first also top floor.  2.95 million NIS

Two Terrific Rentals in Jerusalem

New! Gorgeous Garden Unit  
by the Israel Museum near Rehavia  

In a new stone building, 155m, 5.5 elegantly 
upgraded rooms, 2.5 baths, radiant floor heating, 

zoned a/c, separate storage, 2 underground  
parking spaces, second floor, with 450m large 
private wrap around garden overlooking the 

Botanical Gardens, near shuls, shopping, cafes, 
cinema & shopping! Asking 16,800 NIS (1000nis of 

which is for monthly professional gardener). 

Brand New Contemporary unit near Gan Sacher  
Three spacious rooms, 80m with large private 

balcony, 2 full baths, radiant floor heating,  
central a/c, security room, underground private 

parking, storage, Shabbat elevator, near new train 
 to Tel Aviv, light rail, Shuk & Nachlaot.  

Asking 7300 NIS or 6650 NIS without parking.
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at a “cost” to personal religious standards. 
Of course, every Jew is responsible for 
every other Jew regardless of geography, 
but life in exile more easily allows for per-
sonal “ivory towers of piety”. Dedication to 
other Jews is often expressed at communal 
levels. Within a community of similarly 
religious people, the cost of “interaction” 
and engagement is often minimal. 

Life in Israel is very different. Aiming to 
breath religious spirit into our country, we 
frequently pay a heavy “price” regarding 

our own religious standards. If we want 
to live alongside Jews of different reli-
gious “stripes” we may be endangering 
our own religious standards. For exam-
ple, extending kashrut food nationwide 
may dilute kashrut standards. Likewise 
creating a “shemittah umbrella” to enable 
basic shemittah observance may entail 
adopting fragile halachik leniencies. Liv-
ing in Israeli society at large among the 
less-religious may challenge our own val-
ues and lifestyles. It is ironic – and to some 
confusing- that life in the holy land should 
potentially come at a cost to religious stan-
dards. Dedication to the Jewish people 
doesn’t always come free of charge. Are we 
selfless enough to pay that price? 

Exclusive
German Colony: 
Four room 
garden domicile 
with private entrance, 
domed ceiling, 
separate clinic/guest 
unit in pastoral setting. 
$1.5 million 

Exclusive
by Rehavia
Rooftop unit of four 
rooms, 96 sq m, 
elevator, parking and 
this panoramic view 
towards the Knesset  
and the Israel Museum!   
2.58 million NIS

Ein Kerem: Six room 1900 sq ft modernized Ottoman 
home with vaulted ceilings, conservatory + gorgeous 
garden! $1.6 million

bayitsheli@gmail.com
WWW.SHELLYLANDAU.COM
052-385-9944

Talbieh:  
Exquisite ten room 
residence, high 
ceilings, 4 exposures, 
private entrance,  
2600 sq ft, living  
space surrounded 
by gorgeous private 
garden and patio 
+ private parking

Pastoral by the Israel Museum

New Exclusive! 

Light and spacious, renovated 4.5 rooms, 2 full 
baths, 115 sq m, private entrance, large garden 
in use, first also top floor.  2.95 million NIS
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

bring your first fruits as an offering. When 
offered, declare the following: My forefa-
thers descended to Egypt, were enslaved, 
called out and You redeemed them with a 
strong arm, bringing them to this Land of 
milk and honey. And I am acknowledging 
that I have benefitted from all that, rejoic-
ing in all the good I have been given.

This mitzvah of Bikkurim, of first fruits, 
is a rich one. But besides its own beauty, 
lies its significance in the narrative of 
Devarim. In Bikkurim, the successful 
farmer gives a full-throated expression 
of how fortunate he is to be where he is. 
He stands on the shoulders of our history. 
Egypt, redemption, the Land and now little 
me, enjoying a bounty in the Land. That is 
a beautiful mitzvah of gratitude and appre-
ciation. But it is also foreshadowing. Know, 
my people, Moshe is saying, know that this 
is the way you should live. Appreciative, 
aware, a sense of history, placing G-d at 
the core of your success. And rejoicing, 
having simcha. This is a foreshadow to the 
horrible curses Moshe will outline should 
this ideal not be realized. Here is the way it 
should be. And could be.

 2ND ALIYA (26:12 - 15)
In the 3rd year, declare that 

all tithes have been given: I 
have given the holy tithes as well as those 
to the Levi and the needy. I have done all 
that I have been commanded to do. Gaze 
down from Your holy place in the heavens 
and bless us in this Land flowing with 

PARSHAT KI TAVO
The parsha begins the conclusion of our 

Torah. The book of Devarim consists of 
Moshe’s long speech at the end of his life. 
His speech is crafted beautifully, a mag-
num opus of past, present and future. He 
began with a review of our history, includ-
ing successes and failures and their lessons 
for the impending settling of the Land. He 
then outlined what a Jewish society shall 
look like; 170 mitzvot including ethical 
monotheism in all its color, nation building 
of judiciary, legislature and executive and 
the high ethical calling in the life of the 
individuals. Parshat Ki Tavo has but 6 mitz-
vot. It is the beginning of the conclusion of 
Moshe’s charge to the people. It is followed 
by 4 very short parshiot, which combined 
would be a long parsha. Meaning, we are 
barely a parsha length from the end of the 
Torah following Ki Tavo. This is the end of 
our Torah. And this section deals not with 
the present task at hand, the impending 
settling of the Land. It gazes into the future; 
the distant future, the exile that follows the 
successful settlement of the Land.

 1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 26:1-11)
When settled in the Land, 

Mazal Tov to the Menache, Wolgel, Coven, 
Sofer and Trejger Families on the Wedding of

Yosef Dovid and Yaffa Oriah
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milk and honey.
The division of the parshiot of the Torah 

wanted these 2 mitzvot to be included in 
Ki Tavo and not as the concluding list of 
mitzvot in Ki Teitzei. Because Moshe is 
no longer concerned with what Jewish 
life will look like in the Land. He is rather 
getting ready to relate the Curses. He has 
described the essentials of Jewish soci-
ety that is about to be created. Now he is 
peering into the future. When we are no 
longer in the Land. It might be downright 
demoralizing to hear your leader speaking 
about your impending failure. So, Moshe 
must give encouragement. Here are some 
mitzvot that you will do as a farmer. The 
people think: oh, we are going to be suc-
cessful farmers, bringing first fruits and 
giving tithes. An image of success. That is 
encouraging.

 3RD ALIYA (26:16 - 19)
Today G-d is commanding you 
to keep His laws with all your 

heart. You declare today that He will be 
your G-d and you will keep His laws. And 
He declares that you will be a treasured 
nation, to elevate you, to be a glorious and 
holy people.

A brief statement but a powerful one. We 
are both committed: we to Him, He to us. 
This is our noble calling. The entire Torah 
has been this story; we are His people, 
He is our G-d

 4TH ALIYA (27:1 - 10)
Moshe with the elders com-

manded the people: upon enter-
ing the Land, establish a monument of 
stones with this entire Torah written upon 
it. Build an altar in front of it, offer offer-
ings and rejoice before your G-d. Moshe, 
the Kohanim and the Leviim spoke: know 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

SEALING SERVICES 
AND ROOFING

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

    

 

JERUSALEM SALES   

FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:  
02-651-4030 

SHAAREI CHESSED / RECHAVIA  
*Duplex! 5 bdrms, 25 sqm kitchen, succah,  
  shabbat elevator, 2 parking, storage. 
*Renovated 110 sqm 3 bdrms, 1st floor, succah. 
*New 228 sqm duplex penthouse, 30 sqm succah, 
shabbat elevator, parking, view.  
TALBIEH-250 sqm+200 sqm garden, priv. land 
OLD KATAMON 
160 sqm 4 bdrms, garden, storage, parking,  
Occupancy - 1.5 years. 
ARNONA 
New renovated 2 bdrms, large balcony, elevator, 
storage, parking. Can be sold furnished 
TALPIOT 
4 rms, balcony, elevator, machsan, parking, view. 
NACHLAOT 
2 rms, priv entr, storage room, NIS 2,210,000 
HAR NOF -New listings! 
*Central! 4 bdrms incl. 2 en suite, entrance level, 
option for separate unit/office.  
*Centrally Located– 10 room duplex with 400 sqm 
garden (room for a pool), excellent condition 
RENTAL - RECHAVIA 
Spacious 3 bdrms, renovated, succah, priv parking 

Eiferman Properties Ltd. 
www.eifermanrealty.com  
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Condolences to  
Elihu Goldsmith and family  

on the passing of his BROTHER z”l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

In loving memory of my mother

Pearl Katz a”h
פעסה בת אפרים זאב ע”ה

Memphis, Tennessee
On her 22nd Yahrtzeit - 18 Elul

Ronnie Katz

that today you are G-d’s people.
Monuments, stone, permanence. The 

Torah shall be permanent in the life in the 
Land. Note the people Moshe enlists here: 
first, the elders join him in commanding 
the people. Then, the Kohanim and the 
Leviim. The encouragement of the people 
comes from all levels of leadership.

And the word Hayom, today, occurs 3 
times in just 4 verses in the previous aliya 
and 3 times in just 10 verses in this aliya. 
Rashi comments that the mitzvot should 
feel to us as if they were given to us today; 
fresh, exciting, relevant. But the other side 
of this reciprocal relationship should also 
be fresh daily; that we should feel daily, all 
the time, that G-d views us as a treasured 
nation. The mitzvot should be fresh; the 
majesty of our station should be fresh 
daily as well.

 5TH ALIYA (27:11 - 28:6)
Moshe commanded the people: 

6 tribes shall be on Har Gerizim, 
6 on Har Eval. The Leviim shall be between 
the mountains, pronouncing the following, 
affirmed with Amen by the people. Cursed 
is the one who: makes idols in private, 
curses parents, alters the Land demarca-
tions with his neighbor, deceives the blind, 
manipulates justice of the weak, commits 
incest, strikes another privately, takes a 

bribe resulting in corporal punishment, or 
fails to keep the Torah. The Blessings and 
Curses: If you keep the mitzvot, you will 
be a glorious nation. You will be blessed 
with children, with produce, and flocks.

The dramatic presentation of who is 
cursed is conspicuous; all things done in 
private. With all the needs of communal 
leadership, the core of our religious life is 
our personal relationship with G-d. It is the 
things done in private that truly convey 
our allegiance. When no one is looking, 
He is. And this is foreshadowing of the 
upcoming blessings and curses. For we will 
never truly be in a position to assess the 
fullness of the righteousness or failing of 
our people, for who can see into the hearts 
of human beings.

 6TH ALIYA (28:7 - 69)
You will be blessed with mili-

tary success, with an abundance 
of G-d’s treasury, and excelling over others. 
But if you do not do the mitzvot: you will 
be cursed. In offspring, produce, flocks, 
illness. Enemies will chase you. You will 
be carrion in the field. Illness, blindness, 
dementia, wandering without direction. 
You will not enjoy the fruits of your labor; 
they will be snatched from you. This will 
all drive you mad. You will be carried 
off to other nations, serving idols there. 
Your efforts there will not be successful. 
You will sink, other nations rise. You will 
be derided as one who abandoned G-d, 
refusing to serve Him in your success. All 
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will disintegrate; your family, your social 
structure, those dear to you. Illnesses will 
decimate you. In lieu of being as the stars 
of the heavens, you will be miniscule. You 
will be thrown around the world, serving 
idols, finding no solace, fearful day and 
night. You will even end up back in Egypt, 
the place you were to never return. This is 
the covenant of the plains of Moav.

This aliya is the aliya of the curses; what 
will occur due to our abandonment of 
G-d and of mitzvot. And it is long; at 63 
verses, one of the longest in the entire 
Torah. In this, Moshe moves well beyond 
the present. He has been preoccupied, 
understandably, with what is necessary to 
build the Jewish nation successfully. He has 
described what we can anticipate in life in 
the Land; its challenges, like idol worship, 
and its glory, its bounty. Now, he peers into 
the distant future. There will be a time of 
exile. I know, we haven’t even entered the 
Land, but there will be a time when we will 
lose this Land. We will lack gratitude, lack 
allegiance and be exiled. Our experience in 
exile will be horrible; illness, failure, inse-
curity, total societal breakdown. And how 
does it all end? Uh, well, it doesn’t. There 
is no happy ending. We are left hanging; 
wandering, suffering, decimated. Oh, but 
that is this parsha. In the most beautiful 
of parshiot of the Torah, Moshe returns to 
pick up the future next week, the parsha 
of Teshuva. But ending this description 
of the curses with no conclusion is pow-
erfully poetic, leaving us with a feeling of 
terrible dread.

 7TH ALIYA (29:1 - 8)
Moshe called the people and 

spoke: You saw all the wonders 

of Egypt, but it has taken to this day to 
understand its meaning. He guided you, 
defeated nations, and gave you their lands. 
So keep this covenant, to live insightfully.

This deceiving short aliya has a surpris-
ing and profound brief statement. “It has 
taken until today to understand our his-
tory”. We shall never allow ourselves to 
be facile, to be presumptuous, to feel we 
understand history and G-d’s ways. It took 
those in the desert 40 years to fully appre-
ciate their history, the dynamic of G-d in 
their history. Understanding His ways is no 
easy matter.

YESHAYAHU 60:1-22
This week's haftorah is the sixth of a 

series of seven "Haftarot of Consolation."  
In exhilarating terms the navi describes 
what will unfold during the Redemption. 
Beginning with the resurrection of the 
dead and the ingathering of the exiles, 
continuing with the joy and abundance 
the Jewish people will then experience. 
The navi also spotlights the gifts that will 
be brought to G‑d from all of the nations 
of the world.

In the end, the Jewish nation will no 
longer experience the hatred of the other 
nations, be despised and derided. The day 
will come when there will no longer be 
violence nor mourning, Hashem will shine 
His eternal light on His beloved people. 
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STATS

50th of the 54 sedras;  
7th of the 11 in Devarim.
Written on 233 lines  - rank: 13th.
21 Parshiyot; 5 open (P), 16 closed (S).
122 pesukim - rank: 17 (2nd in Devarim).
1747 words - rank: 16 (2nd in Devarim).
6811 letters - rank: 15 (4th in Devarim).
Pesukim are longer than average for the 
Torah, but short for Devarim.

MITZVOT

6 of the 613; 3 positive and 3 prohibitions.
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

Passing on 
Our Memories

Our Sages tell us that we were redeemed 
from Egypt on the merit of the righteous 
women. The men in Egypt were enslaved, 
both physically and mentally; their morale 
was extremely low, as it seemed that there 
was no hope and no prospect of ever leav-
ing Egypt. In addition, Paro had given the 
midwife's explicit instructions to kill all the 
male children, and, when they disobeyed 
his orders, he simply commanded his ser-
vants and soldiers to go and find Jewish 
male babies and kill them.

Jewish men were distraught, asking 
themselves whether it was even worth it 
to continue having children, who would 
inevitably die at the hands of their cruel 
Egyptian masters. They separated from 
their wives, stopped having children, and 
waited for the fateful demise of the Jewish 

people. Had the men had their way this 
would be the end of the children of Israel, 
who would have perished before we could 
become an independent nation.

But the women had a different attitude; 
they were not willing to surrender to the 
evil decree, they refused to succumb to the 
sadistic ruler of Egypt. They enticed their 
husbands and continued to give birth to 
boys and girls. Many were killed and some 
were able to get away, but the Jewish peo-
ple as a whole survived, due to the tenacity 
and determination of Jewish women.

While the Midrashic story highlights the 
achievements and unswerving faith of our 
incredible Jewish women, it also empha-
sizes that the future of the Jewish people is 
dependent on the birth of Jewish children. 
Without babies being born the Jewish peo-
ple cannot survive.

This is the reason why Seder night is 
centered on children, and on passing the 
tradition from one generation to the next. 
The Torah instructs us "and you shall tell 

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים

SHABBAT HAGADOL

Wills • Probate • Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements  
Guardianship • Durable Power of Attorney  

(Financial/Health/Personal Decisions)

tirtzaj@gmail.com • 052-509-3356 • 02-625-6475
845-425-8871 • 694-7645

HALACHIC ESTATE PLANNING
TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ, ESQ.

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography

LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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Ohr Meir & Bracha - The Terror Victims Support Center
3/1 Yakim Street, P.O.Box  41055, Jerusalem 91410

+972-2-5401006     718-705-7444    050-419-7775
www.terror-victims.org.il       office@terror-victims.org.il
Come help us packedge Thursdays 8:00-9:30 a.m. 3 Yakim St. Jerusalem
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

"Open Houses"  
In Jerusalem!

For More Information: 077-8038511

Rachel Imenu 34 
Old Katamon

Emek Refaim 24 
German Colony

Simchah  
Holtzberg 17  
Pisgat Ze'ev

Tchernichovsky 72 
Rassko/ San Simon

For details Ortal 052-2893388
Office 02-6251161  |  www.anglo-saxon.co.il  

Today!  Between 10:00-12:00
Jerusalem 6 “Open Houses”  

For Sale

• 9 Kovshei Katamon St., 4-room Apt., 2nd floor

• 7 Tel Hai St., 3-room Apt., perfect accessibility

• 14 Heletz St. (Bakaa), brand new 2-room+patio

• 7 Bezalel St., 3.5-room Apt., view, Shabbat elevator

• 27 Haneviim St., (“Haneviim Boutique”), modern 2.5-room

• 7 Ha’ari St. (Rehavia), 4-room + potential, sukkah, elevator

J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

We Are
OPENOPEN 

HOUSE

Friday  
September 8  
10:00am - 12:00pm

Aba Even 7 
Kiryat Haleom

Yosef Borg 12 
Kiryat Haleom

Tura 23 
Yemin Moshe
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•4 rooms apartment(now 3) •109 sqm 
•Storage room •Shabbat Elevator 

•Private Parking Spot •2 balconies

Lovely Bright & airy apartment, with lots of 
lights. Absolutely Prime location, near The 
Great Synagogue, Ben Yehuda St. & a walking 
distance to the Kotel. 2 balconies (1 full Sukkah), 
2 full washroom, an extra service balcony.

- Price : 5,900,000 nis

MICHAL NOAM
+972-54-6108477
michalnre@gmail.com

FOR SALE IN REHAVIA
City Center near Yeshurun Synagogue

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Walls  
Have Ears

We all have our secret lives.
I don’t mean to say that each of us has 

a sinister side, which we wickedly act out 
in some deep, dark, private world. What I 
do mean is that we all act differently when 
we are alone, or with a few close intimates, 
than we act when we are out in public, 
among others.

There is no one who is so behaviorally 
consistent that he is the same person in 
the privacy of his own home as he is in the 
workplace or marketplace.

Nor do I suggest that there is anything 
wrong with the fact that we each are two 

persons, and perhaps even multiple per-
sons, depending upon the social context in 
which we find ourselves.

It is problematic, however, when we 
act hypocritically, presenting a pious and 
altruistic face to the world, while acting 
cruelly and crudely in our own homes and 
with our families.

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Ki 
Tavo, there appears a particularly piercing 
and perceptive verse: “Cursed be he who 
strikes his fellow in secret—and all the peo-
ple shall say, Amen.”

In no way does the Torah imply that 
he who strikes his fellow in public is to 
be blessed. Rather, the Torah recognizes 
the tendency humans have to reserve the 
worst side of themselves for their secret 
social settings, even when they behave 
meritoriously in their public social worlds. 
It is the façade, the contrast, between pub-
lic demonstrations of righteousness and 
private acts of fiendishness that is cursed.

Sinning in secret is particularly offensive 

ברוך דיין האמת
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אליעזר בן חיים מנחם מנדל ילין ז”ל
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Proud grandfather and great-grandfather
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לעילוי נשמת אמנו היקרה

חנה רבקה בת עזריאל שמשון הלוי 
ובתשבע מינע ע”ה
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Judith Berger, Zale Newman,  
Chaviva Braun and families
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closed doors. They include elder abuse, 
criminal business practices, deceiving 
blind persons, subverting the rights of 
the helpless, incest and bestiality, and the 
acceptance of bribery. Quite a list, and one 
that has certainly not lost its relevance 
over the centuries.

I am not so naïve as to think that we are 
required to act in an absolutely identical 
fashion in our “secret chambers” as we do 
out in the “real world.” To a certain extent, 
it is necessary and right that we main-
tain a façade of sorts when we interact in 
public. We all have, and need, our masks 
and personas.

But many times, we go too far and 
indeed split our personalities between the 
Dr. Jekylls of our external visible behavior 
and the Mr. Hydes of our inner sancta. 
How well advised we would be to set as 
an objective for ourselves the words of the 
Daily Prayer Book:

“A person should always be God-fearing,
privately and publicly,
acknowledging the truth and speaking it 

in his heart.” 

in the religious personality. He or she 
who believes in a God who is omniscient, 
and who yet sins in private, is guilty, not 
merely of hypocrisy, but of heresy. If God 
knows all, how can you delude yourself 
into thinking that your secret misdeeds can 
go undetected?

The Shulchan Aruch, the Jewish code 
of law, opens with a statement recogniz-
ing that a person’s behavior, when he 
is alone at home, is very different from 
his behavior when he appears before a 
great king. And it urges the religious per-
son to be aware that he is always in the 
presence of the great King of Kings, the 
all-knowing God.

But it is not only from a spiritual per-
spective that it is wrong to act demean-
ingly in private. There is a practical aspect 
as well to the importance of behaving 
properly even in secret. There always is 
the very real possibility that our secrets 
will be “leaked” and that things we were 
sure would never be known will become 
embarrassingly exposed.

I know of no place where this is con-
veyed more cogently than in these 
words of caution, to be found in Ecclesi-
astes (10:20):

Don’t revile a king, even in your intimate 
thoughts. Don’t revile a rich man, even in 
your bedchamber; For a bird of the air may 
carry the utterance, And a winged creature 
may report the word.

Indeed, as Rashi says (Berachot 8b), the 
walls have ears.

The passage in this week’s Torah portion 
that condemns secret violence also gives 
quite a comprehensive catalog of other 
sins which tend to be performed behind 
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

COVENANT & CONVERSATION
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Commonwealth

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

We Are 
What We 
Remember

One reason religion has survived in the 
modern world despite four centuries of 
secularisation is that it answers the three 
questions every reflective human being 
will ask at some time in their life: Who am 
I? Why am I here? How then shall I live?

These cannot be answered by the four 
great institutions of the modern West: sci-
ence, technology, the market economy, and 
the liberal democratic state. Science tells 
us how, but not why. Technology gives us 
power, but cannot tell us how to use that 
power. The market gives us choices, but 
does not tell us which choices to make. 
The liberal democratic state - as a matter 
of principle - holds back from endorsing 
any particular way of life. The result is that 
contemporary culture sets before us an 
almost infinite range of possibilities, but 
does not tell us who we are, why we are 
here, and how we should live.

Yet these are fundamental questions. 

Moses’ first question to God, in their first 
encounter at the Burning Bush was “Who 
am I?” (Ex. 3:11). The plain sense of the 
verse is that it was a rhetorical question: 
Who am I to undertake the extraordinary 
task of leading an entire people to free-
dom? But beneath the plain sense was a 
genuine question of identity. Moses had 
been brought up by an Egyptian princess, 
the daughter of Pharaoh. When he rescued 
Jethro’s daughters from the local Midianite 
shepherds, they went back and told their 
father, “An Egyptian man delivered us.” 
Moses looked and spoke like an Egyptian.

He then married Zipporah, one of 
Jethro’s daughters, and spent decades as 
a Midianite shepherd. The chronology is 
not entirely clear but since he was a rela-
tively young man when he went to Midian 
and was eighty years old when he started 
leading the Israelites, he spent most of his 
adult life with his Midianite father-in-law, 
tending his sheep. So when he asked God, 
“Who am I?” beneath the surface there 
was a real question. Am I an Egyptian, a 
Midianite, or a Jew?

By upbringing he was an Egyptian, by 
experience he was a Midianite. Yet what 
proved decisive was his ancestry. He was 
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a descendant of Abraham, the child of 
Amram and Yocheved. When he asked 
God his second question, “Who are you?” 
God first told him, “I will be what I will 
be” (Ex. 3:14). But then He gave him a 
second answer:

Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of 
your fathers - the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac and the God of Jacob - has sent me 
to you.’ This is My name forever, the name 
you shall call Me from generation to gener-
ation. (Ex. 3:15)

Here too there is a double sense. On the 
surface God was telling Moses what to tell 
the Israelites when they asked, “Who sent 
you to us?” But at a deeper level the Torah 
is telling us about the nature of identity. 
The answer to the question, “Who am I?” is 
not simply a matter of where I was born, 
where I spent my childhood or my adult 
life, or of which country I am a citizen. Nor 
is it answered in terms of what I do for a 
living, or what are my interests and pas-
sions. These things are about where I am 
and what I am but not who I am.

God’s answer – I am the God of your 
fathers – suggests some fundamental 
propositions. First, identity runs through 
genealogy. It is a matter of who my parents 
were, who their parents were and so on. 
This is not always true. There are adopted 
children. There are children who make a 
conscious break from their parents. But for 
most of us, identity lies in uncovering the 
story of our ancestors, which, in the case of 
Jews, given the unparalleled dislocations of 
Jewish life, is almost always a tale of jour-
neys, courage, suffering or escapes from 
suffering, and sheer endurance.

Second, the genealogy itself tells a story. 
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Immediately after telling Moses to tell the 
people he had been sent by the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God continued:

Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say 
to them, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers 
- the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - 
appeared to me and said: I have watched 
over you and have seen what has been 
done to you in Egypt. And I have promised 
to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt 
into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites 
- a land flowing with milk and honey.’ 
(Ex. 3:16-17)

It was not simply that God was the God 
of their ancestors. He was also the God 
who made certain promises: that He would 
bring them from slavery to freedom, from 
exile to the Promised Land. The Israelites 
were part of a narrative extended over 
time. They were part of an unfinished 
story, and God was about to write the 
next chapter.

What is more, when God told Moses that 
He was the God of the Israelites’ ancestors, 
He added, “This is My eternal name, this 
is how I am to be recalled [zichri] from 
generation to generation.” God was here 
saying that He is beyond time – “This is 
My eternal name” – but when it comes to 
human understanding, He lives within 
time, “from generation to generation.” The 
way He does this is through the handing 
on of memory: “This is how I am to be 
recalled.” Identity is not just a matter of 
who my parents were. It is also a matter 
of what they remembered and handed on to 
me. Personal identity is shaped by individ-
ual memory. Group identity is formed by 

collective memory.1 
All of this is by way of prelude to a 

remarkable law in today’s parsha. It tells 
us that first-fruits were to be taken to “the 
place God chooses,” i.e., Jerusalem. They 
were to be handed to the priest, and each 
was to make the following declaration:

“My father was a wandering Aramean, 
and he went down into Egypt with a few 
people and lived there and became a great, 
powerful and populous nation.  The Egyp-
tians mistreated us and made us suffer, 
subjecting us to harsh labour. Then we 
cried out to the Lord, the God of our ances-
tors, and the Lord heard our voice and 
saw our suffering, our harsh labour and 
our distress. The Lord then brought us out 
of Egypt with a strong hand and an out-
stretched arm, with great fearsomeness 
and with signs and wonders. He brought 
us to this place and gave us this land flow-
ing with milk and honey. I am now bring-
ing the first-fruits of the soil that You, Lord, 
have given me.” (Deut. 26:5-10)

We know this passage because, at least 
since Second Temple times it has been a 
central part of the Haggadah, the story we 
tell at the Seder table. But note that it was 
originally to be said on bringing first-fruits, 
which was not on Pesach. Usually it was 
done on Shavuot.

What makes this law remarkable is this: 
We would expect, when celebrating the 
soil and its produce, to speak of the God 
of nature. But this text is not about nature. 

1. The classic works on group memory and 
identity are Maurice Halbwachs, On Collective 
Memory, University of Chicago Press, 1992, and 
Jacques le Goff, History and Memory, Columbia 
University Press, 1992.
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It is about history. It is about a distant 
ancestor, a “wandering Aramean”, It is 
the story of our ancestors. It is a narrative 
explaining why I am here, and why the 
people to whom I belong is what it is and 
where it is. There was nothing remotely 
like this in the ancient world, and there is 
nothing quite like it today. As Yosef Hayim 
Yerushalmi said in his classic book Zakhor,2 
Jews were the first people to see God in his-
tory, the first to see an overarching meaning 
in history, and the first to make memory a 
religious duty.

That is why Jewish identity has proven to 
be the most tenacious the world has ever 
known: the only identity ever sustained by 
a minority dispersed throughout the world 
for two thousand years, one that eventu-
ally led Jews back to the land and state of 
Israel, turning Hebrew, the language of 
the Bible, into a living speech again after 
a lapse of many centuries in which it was 
used only for poetry and prayer. We are 
what we remember, and the first-fruits 
declaration was a way of ensuring that 
Jews would never forget.

In the past few years, a spate of books 
has appeared in the United States ask-
ing whether the American story is still 
being told, still being taught to children, 
still framing a story that speaks to all its 
citizens, reminding successive genera-
tions of the battles that had to be fought 
for there to be a “new birth of freedom”, 
and the virtues needed for liberty to be 

2. Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi, Zakhor: Jewish 
History and Jewish Memory. University of 
Washington Press, 1982. See also Lionel 
Kochan, The Jew and His History, London, 
Macmillan, 1977.
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sustained.3 The sense of crisis in each of 
these works is palpable, and though the 
authors come from very different posi-
tions in the political spectrum, their the-
sis is roughly the same: If you forget the 
story, you will lose your identity. There 
is such a thing as a national equivalent 
of Alzheimer’s. Who we are depends on 
what we remember, and in the case of 
the contemporary West, a failure of col-
lective memory poses a real and present 
danger to the future of liberty.

Jews have told the story of who we are 
for longer and more devotedly than any 
other people on the face of the earth. That 
is what makes Jewish identity so rich and 
resonant. In an age in which computer and 
smartphone memories have grown so fast, 
from kilobytes to megabytes to gigabytes, 
while human memories have become so 
foreshortened, there is an important Jew-
ish message to humanity as a whole. You 
can’t delegate memory to machines. You 
have to renew it regularly and teach it to 
the next generation. Winston Churchill 
said: “The longer you can look back, the 
further you can see forward.”4 Or to put it 
slightly differently: Those who tell the story 
of their past have already begun to build 
their children’s future.

Around the Shabbat Table:
Why is story-telling important?

3. Among the most important of these are 
Charles Murray, Coming Apart, Crown, 2013; 
Robert Putnam, Our Kids, Simon and Shuster, 
2015; Os Guinness, A Free People’s Suicide, IVP, 
2012; Eric Metaxas, If You Can Keep It, Viking, 
2016; and Yuval Levin, The Fractured Republic, 
Basic Books, 2016.
4. Chris Wrigley, Winston Churchill: a 
biographical companion, Santa Barbara, 2002, 
xxiv.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l are 
part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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attribute of Emet, truth in Yaakov. And 
above all, G-d valued their commitment 
to passing on these valued attributes to 
their descendants. That is why He ‘chose 
us from all the nations.’

Our chosenness has nothing to do with 
high intelligence. It has to do with Midot, 
character traits. At the end of the day, 
this is what we are all about. The central 
challenge to us is working on our per-
sonal Midot. The Vilna Gaon said that 
the reason we are here in this world is to 
improve a Midah, which we have thus far 
not perfected. Therefore, we must always 
work on this, for if we do not improve 
our Midot while we are here, what is the 
purpose of life? We must instill this con-
cept in our children and grandchildren 
that bringing home a Report Card with 
all “A’s” on academic subjects will bring 
them a reward but getting all “A’s” on 
the Midot side will bring even a greater 
reward. 
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This Dvar Torah is dedicated in loving memory 
of Yita bat Shlomo, Rav Aharon Ziegler’s mother 
whose yahrzeit is on Shavuot.

Torah Tidbits extends a mazal tov to Rav Ziegler 
on his upcoming book of Torah Derashot, “The 
Sapphire Bricks of Torah” 

How do you know the Jewish story? Who 
told it to you?

In which ways does the Torah seek to ensure 
that the Jewish story is never forgotten? 
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master bedroom. Exclusive 3,700,000 NIS
GREAT PRESALE IN OLD KATAMON!  
5 rooms, in a new building with shabbat  
elevator,140m, 12m sukkah balcony with view, 
large living room, master bedroom, parking,  
quiet, only 6,000,000 NIS
CLOSE TO BAKA IN A CHARMING ALLEY 
Unique Cottage, 6.5 rooms, 186m, beautifully 
renovated, private entrance, small garden,  
private roof with potential, 3 directions, quiet, 
parking, exclusive
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PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

as opposed to those outstanding scholars, I 
have the benefit of hindsight.

When I read these inspiring words 
of Yishayahu, I cannot regard them as 
a prophecy that would yet be realized. 
When I read of a flood of immigrants that 
would cause “astonishment” and “fright” 
or of an unimaginable influx of Jews from 
the Diaspora that would return to the 
Land of Israel….I read HISTORY!!! I imag-
ine the story of the early chalutzim who 
came from Russia and Eastern Europe to 
farm the Land and bring it back to life; I 
remember the experiences of those who 
came in the “second aliya” (1904-1914) 
and joined the agricultural “revolution” 
and that also included immigrants from 
Yemen and adults with families who 
settled in-and helped create- the urban 
areas. And, when hearing this haftarah, 
should I not think of the “illegal” arrivals 
to the shores of “Palestine” who sacrificed 
everything to kiss the holy ground of a 
place they had only dreamed of and could 
only yearn for? 

Did this not “startle” the world? 
Did it not “worry” the British and 

“frighten” the Arabs?
And did it not also “frighten” the early 

leaders of the nascent State of Israel who 
wondered how a population of 600,000, a 
not-yet developed country struggling for 
economic survival…how could they ever 
manage to absorb an influx of immigrants 

This haftarah, the 60th perek of Sefer 
Yishayahu, is one of complete nechama, a 
chapter of total comfort and consolation, 
including the following promises:
1.	 Israel will bask in Hashem’s 

divine light.
2.	 Those of the nation who remained 

in the Diaspora will return
3.	 Outsiders will also be drawn to the 

divine light and will come.
4.	 A l l  t h o s e  w h o  a r r i v e  w i l l 

praise Hashem and bring their 
wealth with them.

5.	 Justice and Integrity will rule 
in the land.

6.	 The future generations will be filled 
with the righteous in whom G-d 
will take pride.

Interestingly, we find the first visible, 
concrete steps of the geulah to be the 
return of the nation Israel, her “sons and 
daughters from afar”, in such an assem-
blage, that, upon witnessing it, you will 
have two reactions: ונהרת"  תיראי  “אז   , 
first, you will be “astonished” and even 
“startled” and then ”ופחד ורחב לבבך“, your 
hearts will be “frightened and broadened”. 
And, although different parshanim suggest 
various definitions to the term “pachad” 
(because, after all, it seems rather count-
er-intuitive to have one’s heart broadened 
yet frightened), I prefer to understand 
the word in its most obvious meaning of 
frightened. And I do so, perhaps because, 
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that numbered twice the amount of resi-
dents who lived the State? Yes,ופחד ורחב“  
 their hearts were both “frightened ,לבבך”
and broadened”, frightened by the task at 
hand yet broadened with the love of their 
people and with the generosity of heart to 
successfully meet the (seemingly) impossi-
ble challenge!

This is why I strongly believe that 
Yishayahu hoped to let us know that the 
hearts could be both frightened as well 
as broadened. 

I also see the navi’s description of Isra-
el’s massive return to her homeland as a 
clear reference to our recent history. Allow 
me to explain: Throughout the Tanach’s 
depiction of Israel’s return we usually find 
G-d “bringing” us back to our land, and 
“gathering” us from the four corners of 
the earth. But in our haftarah, Yishayahu 
does not speak of Hashem BRINGING the 
nation back but of a nation being DRAWN 
back by the light that would shine upon 
them. In other words, this first step of the 
redemption will not be effected by a divine 
decision to reverse His laws of nature 
but by a people’s desire to reverse their 
common history!

Although, I admit, these are my 
thoughts upon studying this haftarah 
reading, I hope that some of you might 
share the same thoughts and, if enough 
of us do, perhaps we can find a common 
ground upon which we can all build a 
future together. 

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

The only mobility scooter 
without Gramma!

Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For more information, visit our website at: 
movinglife.co.il/torah

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-2305650

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar" 
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism 

that operates according to the  
"Existing Current Modulation" principle. 
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed 
and does not require expensive fitting.

Immediate delivery before the Chag
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Recognizing 
Our Blessings

In Parshat Ki Tavo the Torah lists several 
blessings and curses that will befall upon 
the Jewish nation depending on whether 
or not the nation adheres to the Torah and 
abides by the mitzvot. As an introduction 
to the list of brachot the Torah states: 
יגֻךָ...)דברים  וְהִשִּׂ ה  הָאֵלֶּ רָכוֹת  ל־הַבְּ כָּ עָלֶיךָ  וּבָאוּ 

כח:ב(
The simple translation of the pasuk is: 

“And all these blessings will come upon 
you and reach you )והשיגך( .” It would 
have made more sense to have the pasuk 
portrayed in a different order. Firstוהשגך  
 the blessings should reach –כל הברכות 
you and then- they will come upon you 
 How are we to understand the . ובאו אליך
meaning of the word והשגך ? 
APPRECIATING OUR BLESSINGS 

The Netziv derives a valuable lesson 
from his interpretation of the word והשגך . 
Typically, people seek blessings elsewhere 
and engage in performing “segulot”. We 
often notice what others have and what 
we lack and pray that we be blessed with 
the same good fortune. The Netziv suggests 
that we should not judge our status based 
on the achievements or assets of others. 
As the statement goes “the grass is always 
greener on the other side.” Rather, we 

ought to recognize the blessings that were 
bestowed upon us. It is with respect to 
those blessings that we need to reach out 
and recognize. והשגך refers to the bless-
ings that God granted to us- that we need 
to appreciate. 
TREASURES ARE IN OUR HOME 

Rav Simcha Bunim told a story, that 
people who visited Krakow likely heard. 
There was a man named Rav Issac who 
lived in Krakow. He was a poor individ-
ual. He had a recurring dream that a trea-
sure was buried under a bridge in Prague. 
After several nights of contemplating how 
to react to this recurring dream, Rav Issac 
decided to go to the bridge in Prague and 
dig for the treasure. When he arrived at 
the location of the bridge in Prague, there 
were officers guarding the bridge around 
the clock. He tried approaching the bridge 
at all hours of the day and night but was 
unable to dig under the bridge due to the 
presence of the guards. One day an officer 
approached Rav Issac and inquired as to 
why he visited the bridge on a daily basis. 
Rav Issac disclosed to the officer that he 
had a dream that a treasure was buried 
under the bridge. The officer laughed 
and informed Rav Issac that he too had 
a similar recurring dream, that a Jewish 
man by the name of Rav Issac had a trea-
sure buried under the oven in his home 
in Krakow. Do you know how many Jews 
in Prague have the name Issac? It would 
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stands in Prague today and is called the 
Issac Shul. This highlights how often the 
most valuable treasures we have are 
right under our nose in our own home! 
We just need to recognize and appreci-
ate our blessings – והשגך. 

May we be blessed in the coming year 
and truly appreciate all the blessings that 
we receive. 

be silly to take such a dream seriously. 
What am I to do, dig under the ovens of all 
Issac’s in Krakow? 

Upon hearing this Rav Issac packed 
his bags and returned home to Prague. 
Upon arriving in his home he began 
digging under his oven and uncovered 
a valuable treasure. Part of the funds he 
dedicated to building a shul, which still 

Real Estate | Investments | Management services

NOAM 
HOMES 

Real Estate Professionals

Sign up today and 
elevate your real 
estate experience!

office@noamhomes.com 
Scan to subscribe to 

our NEWSLETTER

Look for us: NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

Tehila: 050-420-5333 

For sale in Wolfson Buildings on Diskin Street, 5.5 room 
apartment, separate kitchen, high floor, 2 studies, 3.5 
bedrooms, huge living room.
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible. 
Luxurious and renovated lobby to a high standard.
A panoramic view towards Gan Sacher, the Knesset, 
and the Israel Museum. Very close to synagogues in the 
Shaarei Chessed neighborhood, a short walk to the city 
center and Mahane Yehuda market.

FOR SALE

Apartment in the Wolfson buildings, Diskin St., 
Shaarei Chessed, JLM

CONTACT US TODAY TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR EXCEPTIONAL DEALS!

• Highly motivated
• Real estate ambition
• Licensed agent 
• Experience
• Full-time availability
• Vehicle required
• Fluent in English & Hebrew 

(other languages a plus)

noa@noamhomes.com

WE ARE

HIRING! 
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT

JOIN OUR TEAM

SEND YOUR CV TO

As Elul is here, and Rosh Hashanah The Day of Remembrance draws near,  
We remember our over 200 poor and needy families.

Send your contributions to:
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund

P.O.B.18602 Jerusalem 91185 | Tel.02-5823477
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com

Or pay Hacker's Butcher Shop Directly via credit card 
 Tel. 02-5819378

The daughter and granddaughters of Mrs. Chana (Hammer) Homnick a"h  
are continuing  to run The Chicken Fund in their grandmothers' memory. 
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PLEASE NOTE TORAH TIDBITS ADVERTSING 
DEADLINES THROUGH SUKKOT

Shabbat, Sep. 8-9  »  Sunday, Sep. 3rd

Rosh Hashana, Sep. 15-16  »  Thursday, Sep. 7th

Shabbat/Yom Kippur-Sukkot, Sep. 22-23
»  Thursday, Sep. 14

Call Ita Rochel:  
02-5609125 or ttads@ouisrael.org

OU ISRAEL CENTER         91

it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

SHIUR SPONSORS
Monday, August 28th - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow's Shiur  

was sponsored by Stephen & Nadine Cohen
Monday, September 4th, (18 Elul) - Full Day of Learning  

is sponsored by the Frist family in loving memory of  
Elisheva Frist a"h on her first yahrzeit 

לעילוי נשמת אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע"ה 

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein's Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 - 2024 academic year  

by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"l
מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז"ל

Rabbi Adler’s Shiur 
 is sponsored for the 2023-2024 academic year by the Frist family 
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister Elisheva Frist a"h 

אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע"ה

Sunday, August 20th - Full Day of Learning 
 was sponsored by the Friedman Family in loving memory  

of Raizel bat Osher a"h on  her shloshim
Rabbi Yitzchak Feigenbaum's Shiur   

Wednesday, August 23rd 
is sponsored by Avigail Barzilay in loving memory  

of her father Simcha Alter ben Aharon z"l 
Rabbi Bienenfeld's Gemara Shiur - Thursday Aug. 10  
was sponsored by Phil Sevrinsky in loving memory of his mother 

Blanche Sevrinsky a"h -  בלומה רחל בת חונה הכהן ע"ה 
Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur 

has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 
לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents, 

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l - 
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur -  
Minchat Chinuch  

is sponsored for the academic year 2023  
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman 

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by 

Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 
Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year 

לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday  
Parshat HaShavua Shiur 

is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

DOROT - The OU Women's 
Intergenerational Choir
Director Hadassha Jacob  

052-384-7230

Monday Evenings 7:00-9:00pm
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BLOW UP AND TABLE GAMES, POPCORN, 
COTTON CANDY, PIZZA HUT AND MORE!

Where: Cosell Center at Hebrew University (Givat Ram)
When: Thursday, Sept. 7th at 7pm

Price: FREE when pre-registered, 20 NIS at the door
Open to: 9th-12th Grade Boys and Girls

Register at israel.ncsy.org
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FACILITATE • CELEBRATE • ADVOCATE • EDUCATE

WE'RE THRILLED TO INVITE YOU TO 

MUSICAL GUEST

Join us for a delightful food and crafts festival 
and support Olim businesses!

FACILITATE • CELEBRATE • ADVOCATE • EDUCATE

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/SHUK-OLIM

Shuk Olim: Chag Edition

SEPTEMBER 4TH, 2023 | 6PM
NEFESH B’NEFESH ALIYAH CAMPUS 
SDEROT YITZHAK RABIN 10, JERUSALEM  

rav Shlomo Katz
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Wednesday, September 6th 
8:00pm at the OU Israel Center

Documentary not yet screened anywhere 
Askar - UNRWA: Cradle of Killers

Shot on location at unrwa summer camp in early August 
David Bedein, film maker will lead discussion

Reserve a spot 0587 222661

Yitzchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

Store 1: 55/75 sqm: 7,150 NIS
Store 2: 85/90 sqm: 11,000 NIS

Basement: 110+ 20 (on top)
9,000 NIS

All 3: 240 sqm: 23,000 NIS
Parking

Available: Immediately

3 Stores for Rent in
the Heart of Ba’aka

Newest Listings in and around Jerusalem

Luxurious Rental
on Herzog Street

145 sqm, 5.5 Rooms, 
3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms, 

Dining Room, Living Room + Office
Sukkah Balcony
Fully furnished

American Appliances!
Renovated

Second Floor, Elevator
16,000 NIS per month

Shofet Chaim Hacohen Street
4 rooms + 2 full bathrooms

Central A/C + heat
3 exposures

Shabbat elevator
Parking

Sale: 3,290,000 NIS 
Rent: 8,000 NIS per month

Great Apartment with
Incredible Views

For Sale/Rent

For Rent

Private house of approx. 300 sqm 
3 levels

Garden, Huge terrace 
Private parking

Must sell!

Great Opportunity in
the Heart of

Old-Katamon

Private Family 
Home In Gefen, Efrat

340 sqm, On 4 levels
7 bedrooms, 5.5 baths

Private front & back garden
Balcony off the living room

Renovated 
Central AC + private heating

Private parking 
With an option for a separate unit

6,490,000 NIS

Motivated Sellers

For Rent

EFRAT

רפואה שלמה
Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

Chana bat Bruriah

Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe

Nechama Charna bat Feigel

Leah Naomi bat Tova

אברהם יהושע בן פרל באהדנא
לב אייזיק בן אולגה

יהונתן בן מחלה
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

We customarily  eat  pomegran-
ate seeds on Rosh Hashana, and say: 
ואלוקי אבותינו  יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו 
 May it be G-d’s“ .שנהיה מלאים מצוות כרימון
will …. that we be full of good deeds like a 
pomegranate.” Some 
even use the pome-
granate to say she-
hechiyanu  on  the 
second night.

Let’s take a look at 
the pomegranate.

The pomegranate 
tree (Punica grana-
tum)  ranges from 
three to seven meters 
high. It blooms at 
the  beginning of 
the summer, and its 
fruits ripen in the fall (September – Jan-
uary). Indeed, one of the reasons that 
the pomegranate is customarily used 
for shehechiyanu is that its first fruits 
generally ripen around Rosh Hashana. 
The fruit’s Latin name is Pomum grana-
tum, meaning "seedy apple," from where 
the word "pomegranate" is derived. Its 
circumference can reach 10 cm. Hand 
grenades, rimonim in Hebrew, are named 
after the fruit since their explosion is 

reminiscent of the burst of its many seeds.
At the edge of its red (or yellow) husk, is 

its calyx or crown (netz), which is the rem-
nant of the blossom. In fact, the blossoming 
stage is called henetz (Shir HaShirim 7:13). 

The pomegranate is 
unique inasmuch as it 
contains hundreds of 
edible seeds.

The origin of the 
pomegranate seems 
to be from the south 
Caspian Sea (Iran), 
and it was domesti-
cated and imported 
to the Mediterranean 
some 5,000 years 
ago (the time of the 
book of Bereishit). 

Pomegranate remains were discovered in 
excavations in Gezer (dated to 3,000 BCE), 
Jericho, Arad, and other areas.

The pomegranate has a long shelf life 
(more than a month without refrigera-
tion), which makes it relatively easy to 
transport. Its rich taste and many medic-
inal qualities made it a widespread and 
sought-after fruit in antiquity. Today, 
the tree is also planted for ornamen-
tal purposes.

The Pomegranate #1
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Available online and at local Jewish bookstores.
 For further information call:

0523-360553

 

NEW BOOK!
עלה נעלה

Eretz Yisrael and
Aliyah in the Weekly Parshah

Pomegranates as an index in Halacha
A broken vessel no longer is subject to 

the laws of ritual purity—tuma and tahara. 
The index for the size of a perforation that 
voids the vessel is the circumference of a 
pomegranate (Mishnah Keilim 17:1; Shab-
bat 95b). Perhaps since this was the 
largest fruit prevalent in the times of 
the Mishnah and Talmud. In practice, 
we are stringent that the size is less 
than a square tefach (Shulchan Aruch 
HaRav, Dinei Tikunei HaMikveh).

More next week B”H. 

URGENT TZEDAKAH APPEAL  
For very ill, lonely widow woman with 

no family. Cancer survivor/ serious heart 
condition. Desperately needs money for basic 

needs/medical expenses/place to live.

joanmarastern@gmail.com/ 058-778-0691 
Endorsed by: Rabbi Zev Leff/Rabbi Yaacov Hillel/

Rabbi Simcha Sheinberg/Rabbi Yisrael Gans/
Rabbi Dayan Dunner and others...(Badataz 

stamped)

Checks made out to Rabbi Yehuda & Yehudis Samet  
can be sent to: Rebbetzin Tzipporah Gottlieb-Heller, Neve 

Yerushalayim Seminary, 1 Beit Yitshak Street,  
Har Nof, Jerusalem 94130  or to VAAD HARABONIM, Bank 

Pagi 52 account 425699, branch 185, S.Shapiro/ 24/7 
hotline for dontaions:1-800-223636

(Widows Account, account #: 
3582-write on side)/ Tax deductible
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Entering  
& Exiting

Although parashat Ki Tavo is known for 
the terrible curses enumerated therein, it 
also lists many beautiful brachot that are 
promised to those who follow Hashem’s 
commandments. “Baruch ata be’voecha 
u’Baruch ata be’tzeitecha – Blessed will 
you be when you come and blessed will 
you be when you go.” (Devarim 28;6) 
Obviously, we must explore what this 
means. What is the “coming” and “going” 
alluding to here? Further, shouldn’t the 
order be reversed, don’t we first leave 
and then come back?

The Yalkut Shimoni explains that one 
should leave this world as one who has 
come into this world, i.e., without sin. 
This refers to a tzadik, whose coming 
into this world is regarded as a blessing, 
in contrast to those about whom the 
Gemara states that it would have been 
better had they not been created. This 
blessing serves as a reminder to us right 
before Rosh Hashanah, a clarion call 
to work on ensuring that our existence 
is one that brings blessing to the world 
through the observance of mitzvot and 
Torah living.

Another interpretation offered by the 
Chida is that one whose child follows in 

the path of Torah modeled by the parent 
continues the parent’s legacy, thus, it is 
as if the parent never dies even after he 
physically passes from this world. One 
who is alive is referred to as a “holech,” 
someone who is constantly moving for-
ward, accumulating more Torah and 
mitzvot. One who leaves this world is 
called an “omed,” one who stands still, 
unable to accrue more merit. However, 
one who teaches his child Torah has a 
share in the child’s achievements and 
continues to gain merit from the Torah 
and mitzvot the child observes. Hence, 
we can understand this blessing to mean 
just as one who comes into this world 
gains blessing for performing mitzvot, 
one who leaves this world with children 
who follow the Torah way, is continually 
blessed. This directs us to examine our 
priorities, to focus and stay aligned with 
what is ultimately valuable in this world.

A third interpretation is found in 
Midrash Devarim Rabbah. One will be 
blessed in their “coming and going,” 
referring to their business ventures. 
This is like what Dovid Hamelech prays, 
“Hashem yishmor tzeitecha u’voecha 
mei’ata ve’ad olam - Hashem will guard 
your departure and your arrival from 
now until forever.” Yet the order here 
is reversed, first “your departure” and 
then “your arrival.” The Tosher Rebbe 
ztz’l, in Avodat Avodah explains that 
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our sustenance all comes from Hashem. 
Working for a living is a punishment 
effected from the sin of Adam Harishon. 
It is a way to purify ourselves from the 
consequences of the sin. Simultaneously, 
however, one must realize that it is not 
our efforts that bring in the money, 
everything is from Hashem. Thus, the 
Midrash teaches that when we “come in” 
from our business dealings, the money 
had already been decided when we left 
to do our business! Our “coming and 
going” is merely technical with no bear-
ing on the outcome. When we grasp this, 
we will realize that it is more prudent to 
spend time on spiritual values instead 
of focusing on schemes to further our 
material gains. Let us take this message 
to heart as we prepare for the new year 
more spiritually attuned and aware. 

Shabbos Bistro
Premium delicious shabbes meals

Openning hours:
Thursday  12 pm-2 am
Friday 8 am-3 pm

     02-9964469 |     054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Speak to 
Hashem

Rav Yitzchak Zilber, zt’l, legendary 
champion of Russian Jewry, was a hum-
ble talmid chacham and teacher whose 
incredible self sacrifice and dedication 
inspired and strengthened generations of 
Jews. Having been imprisoned in gulags 
of the former Soviet Union, he escaped 
to Tashkent and later arrived in Eretz 
Yisrael, where he continued his efforts 
in teaching Torah around the clock. Rav 
Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, zt’l, referred to 
him as “one of the Lamed Vav Tzadi-
kim”, one of the hidden righteous peo-
ple whose presence supports the entire 
world. Thousands of Russian olim to the 
Holy Land sought his counsel and Torah 
instruction. 

One of Rav Zilber’s early students 
shared an anecdote and memory of the 
first time he went to the Kotel haMaaravi 
to daven. He felt incredibly privileged to 
walk among a group of new immigrants 
accompanied by their rav, after years of 
yearning to make aliyah and live in Eretz 
Yisrael; he had finally made it! 

When they first saw the Holy Wall, they 
shed a tear of awe, and then, kissing the 
holy stones, they felt the sweetness of 
homecoming. When a Mincha minyan 

commenced, they happily joined. But 
within a few seconds, instead of feeling 
inspired and connected, the student 
began to feel unsettled and frustrated, and 
tense in his stomach. “This is my first time 
here,” he whispered to his Rav during 
the chazan’s repetition. “And everyone 
around me is davening beautifully, with 
all their hearts, but I have no idea how to 
join them! Everything is moving so fast 
and I can barely even read Hebrew!”

Rav Yitzchok placed his arm around his 
student’s shoulder, and spoke into his ear: 
“I hear, I hear! There isn’t much I can do 
for you other than this….” The rav turned 
his body around to face the Kotel, and 
continued: “Whatever is in your heart — 
joy, pain, confusion, heart-brokenness, 
feelings of distance — tell Him about it! 
Speak to Hashem! Tell the Ribbono Shel 
Olam your story, in your own words, at 
your own pace.”

Our sedra contains the pesukim recited 
when bringing bikurim, first fruits, to the 
Beis haMikdash. One is to stand before 
Hashem in gratitude and tell Him the 
story of our journey that brought one to 
this moment. One describes the beginning 
of our people, our exile and redemption 
from Mitzrayim; one recounts the long 
and difficult road to “the Land flowing 
with milk and honey”, and to Yerusha-
layim. This recital is a ‘vidui’ of sorts, a 
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‘confession’ and acknowledgement of 
the past, and symbolically presenting to 
Hashem everything in one’s mind and 
heart. Through reflecting on the story, 
one is to appreciate the process, including 
the challenges, complaints and hardships 
along the way. This moving section of our 
parshah is included as part of the Hagga-
dah liturgy, forming an essential element 
of Seder Night: “My father was a fugi-
tive Aramean….”

Finally, one acknowledges the ‘fruits’ 
of his labor, effort and faith, and rec-
ognizes that everything really comes 
from Hashem: 
אֱלקֹיךָ  ה׳  נָֽתַן־לְךָ  ר  אֲשֶׁ בְכָל־הַטּוֹב  מַחְתָּ  וְשָׂ

וּלְבֵיתֶךָ
“You shall  rejoice with al l  the 

good that Hashem has given you and 
your household” 

(26:11).
Honoring the travails of exile, struggle 

and process as part of our redemption 
story enhances the sweetness of our 
deliverance and the abundance we have 
been given. And presenting to Hashem 
our personal spiritual narrative in such a 
beautiful way cultivates a deeper sense of 
connection and closeness to the Ribbono 
shel Olam. Even our exiles and challenges 
were for the good; we finally made it!

Later on, our sedra lists the numerous 
blessings promised as a reward for fol-
lowing Hashem’s will and living a life of 
Torah. Among them:

ךָ אַרְתֶּ רוּךְ טַנְאֲךָ וּמִשְׁ בָּ
Blessed will be your tana, ‘basket’, and 

your kneading bowl (28:5)
While visiting the holy tzion of Reb 

Shayaleh, zy’a, in Kerestir, Hungary, my 
wife and I had a wonderful conversation 
over coffee and kokosh cake with Rav 
Buxbaum, the generous inn-keeper and 
mashgiach. During this shmues, he shared 
the following teaching in the name of the 
tzadik Rebbe Mordechai of Nadvorna. 

Every day we bring all  sorts of 
taanot, complaints, before Hashem. 
Some of them we bring out into the 
open and present them to Him in a 
tana, ‘basket’. Other complaints we 
hold inside, leaving them unspoken, 
kneading them over and over, tying 
knots inside the ‘kneading bowl’ of our 
stomach. Thus, the Torah blesses us: 
רוּךְ טַנְאֲךָ  May your ta’anot be blessed‘ - בָּ
and resolved through presenting them to 
Me so beautifully and openly. And may 
ךָ אַרְתֶּ  even the lumps of dough, the ,וּמִשְׁ
challenges that you are still laboring on 
in your inner ‘kneading bowl’ be blessed 
and smoothed out — by turning to me 
and speaking to Me about them!”

Let us take the opportunities we have 
to turn to Hashem and confess our grat-
itude and our gripes — and share with 
Him everything that is on our mind, in 
our heart and even deep down in our 
stomach. And may be blessed to arrive in 
Yerushalayim with the fruits of our labor 
to rejoice in all the good Hashem has 
granted us! 

Gemach for Chatan and Kalla:
Meals for wedding and  
Sheva Brachot at cost

Eida Hachareidis Hechsher
Tel:052-633-1744 

gadgadood@gmail.com
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Please join people from all around the 
world connecting with Hashem through 

these beautiful tefilot and mitzvot.

COME JOIN OUR TEFILLIN FAMILY

40 Day Women’s Nishmat Challenge 

Modeh Ani

In honor of a refuah shalayma for צבי אריה בן נעכא זיסל. 
All we ask is that participants post a picture of the Nishmat that they are reading in order to be eligible for the raffle 
each day for 40 days in a row.

Please join people from all around the world and record a whatsapp "voice note" 
saying Modeh Ani each day and you will be eligible for daily amazing prizes.

In honor of a Refuah Shalayma for:
איידל מרים בת נחמה מלכה and אפרים דוב בן שרה מלכה

for the men’s group for the women’s group

Austria • Paris • Israel • Madrid • Venice • El Salvador • Pakistan • Rome • London • South Africa • Australia • Singapore • United States
•  Canada • Mexico • South America • Brazil • Iceland • Capri • Germany • Hong Kong • Panama • Dubai • Argentina • Barcelona

•  Florence • Japan • Ecuador • Various US Military Bases • And many more places •
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Flying Nurse Israel

can provide you with peace of mind  and personalized care, 
with our professional, and compassionate nurses.
Customized plans for concierge nursing available 
anywhere in Israel.

For More Information: 
Check out our website: FlyingNurseIsrael.com
Contact Esther Stewart RN/BSN
America: 323-552-7698; 248-233-6090  
Israel: 02-999-2117; 054-543-7034

Don’t want to be a 
burden to friends/

family, but not 
comfortable going 

about it alone?

Moving to or 
living in Israel and 

need assistance 
with navigating 
the Health Care 

System?

Overwhelmed with 
the medical care 

of a parent or loved 
one?

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
For rent on Emek Refaim 
4 rooms, 80m, parking, 2 small mirpests, 25 stair walk up,  
quiet as it does not face the street. Perfect for young 
family/roommates. 6200nis/month
Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim
Spacious 4.5 rooms, 100m with a 9m Sukka mirpeset, 
one floor up, good shape,  4 exposures, newly enovated 
bathrooms. 3.37m NIS
Great Deal in the best part of Har Choma  
right next to the Community Center
Shopping & Shuls, 3 room spacious apartments with  
2 bathrooms, Sukka mirpeset, Shabbat elevator,  
parking & storage, move in condition. 2.14M NIS

3 Dorot Rishonim

ONLY AT

0 2 - 5 6 3 - 7 1 5 5

 Lots of Styles and Colors Too!

PANAMA
HATS
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NO-OBLIGATION, FREE CONSULTATIONS!

CONTACT OUR BROKERS!

052-371-1871
ASIEGEL@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

DAVI KATZ
054-333-0039

DKATZ@
MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

058-532-5012
ASTRICKOFF@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

YITZCHAK WAGNER
053-722-8001
YWAGNER@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

+
+

HELPING YOU PURCHASE YOUR HOME IN ISRAEL

 
US Citizenship for your 

Children and Grandchildren 

 
Michele Coven Wolgel 
Attorney and Notary  

Specializing in American Immigration and 
Naturalization Law 
for over 30 years 

Early filing critical due to Corona 
delays!!! 

www.wolgelaw.co.il 
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo 

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il 
Tel: 02 590 3444 

  
Member, AILA (American Immigration Lawyers 

Association) 
Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP 

www.bretzlaw.com 
  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Gilinski Real Estate 

gilinski.co.il 
 

13,000,000 NIS 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Arnona 
Great Apt! 
150 SQM, 
Sukka 
balcony, 
elevator & 
parking. 
#050-7225694 
 

 

 

City Center 
Penthouse, 340 SQM, 9R, duplex, 2 terraces, 
parking, renovated. 
#052-6984466 
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Start the
New Year at

Beit Tovei Ha’Ir 

Limited availability. Conditions apply. O�er valid until 15.10.2023. Not valid with any other o�er E&OE

Monthly Apartment
Rental with no Deposit 

A reduction of up to 100,000
NIS off the Deposit Track

בס”ד
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Each week as I prepare this column, I 
often reflect back on previous messages 
or fundamental teachings we have shared 
in earlier years, and then either prepare 
an article that is totally unrelated to ideas 
we may have explored in the past, or 
alternatively build upon and expand upon 
those earlier teachings. 

This week, I looked back upon the mes-
sage we shared last year, and given the 
recent passing of our beloved teacher 
Rabbi Dr. Sholom Gold ztvk’l, I feel 
moved to share that message again for all 
of us to both honor Rabbi Gold’s incredi-
ble legacy, as well as to continue to be 
moved by his insights and inspiration.

Around this time last year, I had the 
zechut to sit and visit with Moreinu V’Rab-
beinu, Rabbi Dr. Sholom Gold ztvk’l , the 
beloved Dean of OU Israel’s Avrom Silver 
Jerusalem College for Adults. As always, 
time spent with this giant of Jewish life, 
left me inspired and feeling blessed. 
Blessed to have a role model and teacher 
like Rabbi Gold ztvk’l whose love of Torah, 
Am Yisrael and Eretz Yisrael was exuded 
with every fiber of his being; and blessed 
to know that I have been fortunate to fol-
low in his footsteps, to build our family 
here in Artzeinu HaKedosha and contrib-
ute in our own unique way in building 
Jewish Life here in Eretz Yisrael.

My discussion with Rabbi Gold, as typ-
ically happened when we sat together, 

returned to this very great blessing, of the 
building of Jewish Life here in the Land of 
Israel. Rabbi Gold reminded me of an idea 
he has shared with me on numerous occa-
sions in the past.

It is often stated in the name of the great 
sage HaRav Moshe Feinstein ztvk’l, that 
in his esteemed opinion, the mitzvah of 
Aliya to live in Israel in our time, is a mitz-
vah kiyumit- an optional mitzvah, a mitz-
vah where one certainly receives great 
through the fulfillment of the mitzvah, but 
nonetheless is not necessarily compulsory. 
Rabbi Gold confided in me that for many 
years he struggled to understand this 
ruling of Rav Moshe, and then one day he 
finally came to this conclusion. Rav Moshe 
zt’l, was teaching us that a Jew should 
truly want to make aliya, not feel com-
pelled to live in Israel, but rather should 
want to live here, should be happy and 
excited to build their life here in this 
sacred land.

O u r  S e d r a  o p e n s  w i t h  t h e 
familiar words:

V’haya Ki Tavo El Haaretz-And it shall be 
when you arrive upon the Land.

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh, in his 
comments on this verse explains. Vha-
ya-Lashon Simcha. Our arrival to the Land 
of Israel is something to celebrate and 
rejoice over! 

One of the great religious personalities 
of the pre-state Yishuv and early years 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL
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of Medinat Yisrael, was the Ohalei Yaa-
kov of Tel Aviv, Rabbi Yaakov Friedman, 
zt’l, the Admor of Husiyatin zy’a. The 
Rebbe of Husiyatin, was fortunate to make 
aliya from Poland, just ahead of the Nazi 
onslaught, settling in Tel Aviv in 1938, 
where he lived until his passing in 1954. 
Within the Rebbe’s beautiful teachings we 
not only find depth and inspiration, but 
are often given a glimpse of this very chal-
lenging period in Jewish History.

The Ohalei Yaakov shared a powerful 
message on this Shabbat of Parshat Ki 
Tavo in 1952, The Rebbe points to this 
insight of the Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh:

Vhaya-Lashon Simcha…
When we look at the reality and spiri-

tual circumstances here in Eretz Yisrael 
today(in 1952), one can’t help but ask-how 
are we to rejoice? Yes, indeed we have mer-
ited to receive the gift of Medinat Yisrael, 
and for the beginning of the ingathering of 
the Exiles, but how can we rejoice when we 
look at the lack of spirituality which seems 
rampant among us. I do not wish to pass 
judgment, Chas V’Shalom, rather our way 
is always to find merit and see the good. 
There are three reasons for the spiritual 
malaise which is so worrisome and a cause 
for deep concern. 1. A portion of our people 
have received a poor education 2. A portion 
of our people live in difficult conditions and 
circumstances, abject poverty 3. The Shoah 
which nearly decimated our people, and 
left so many broken physically and despon-
dent emotionally and spiritually, we have 
yet to recover.

However, there is no room for despair! 
The Torah has already promised us that 
indeed the Jewish People will return to the 

ways of Hakadosh Baruch Hu-V’Shavta Ad 
Hashem Elokecha. 

This Spiritual Renewal will not come 
from America, or from England or from 
any other place, except for here in Eretz 
Yisrael.The Spiritual Renewal of Am Yisrael 
will indeed come forth from this Center of 
Jewish Life we are building now here in 
Eretz Yisrael....” 

The Rebbe had the capacity to contextu-
alize the challenges of Jewish Life during 
the difficult formative years of Medinat 
Yisrael, and the vision to see the fledgling 
state being built in the Land of Israel, as a 
Center of Jewish Life, which would serve 
as a catalyst for strengthening Jewish 
identity and commitment.

Baruch Hashem, in the more than sev-
enty years since the Rebbe shared this 
powerful message, the growth of Torah 
learning and Jewish commitment, and 
ritual observance has indeed grown 
exponentially. Yehi Ratzon, may we 
indeed merit to celebrate the continued 
spiritual transformation taking root here 
in our sacred Land, and may we experi-
ence in the days ahead the redemption 
and transformation of the entire world, 
which will flow forth from Artzeinu 
HaKedosha.... .
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

We Have “Earned”  
A New Tefillah Voice

We associate the iconic practice of viduy 
with the overall process of teshuvah. Ver-
bal confession of sins enables us to more 
directly face our failures and, hopefully, 
achieve authentic teshuvah. 

However, there is a second, less dramatic 
process of viduy, unrelated to teshuvah. 
During Pesach of the 4th and 7th year of a 
7-year shemittah cycle, viduy ma’asrot is 
performed, essentially conducting inven-
tory of the agricultural gifts which we 
delivered to Kohanim and Levi’im over the 
past three-year cycle. This viduy doesn’t 
confess sins but certifies our successful 
provision of charity. It reminds us that 
tzedakah isn’t merely altruistic but obliga-
tory. Every three years we must personally 
account for our Torah-obligated charities. 

This “inventory” viduy concludes with a 
tefillah for national prosperity and for the 
welfare of the Land of Israel. This post-vi-
duy prayer is prefaced with a very intrigu-
ing phrase. The term השקיפה loosely trans-
lates into a request that Hashem “gaze” 
down upon us from Heaven and deliver 
the expected berachot. 

Oddly, this phrase isn’t prefaced with any 
introduction. Typical tefillot are introduced 
with a preamble of humility. Expressing 

our dependence upon Hashem, extolling 
His glory, or pleading that He accept our 
flawed tefillot all demonstrate humility 
before prayer commences. Without any 
preamble of humility tefillah becomes ego-
centric and disrespectful of Hashem. 

Strangely, the term השקיפה launches 
our post-viduy tefillah without any pref-
ace. Without any introduction this tefil-
lah sounds more like a demand than a 
request. What right do we have to lodge a 
demand of Hashem? 
A DIFFERENT VOICE

Evidently, in the aftermath of our 
tzedakah, tefillah takes on a different 
complexion. The basic “package” of mat-
anot, or charity to Kohanim and Levi’im, 
exceeds 20% of our overall agricultural 
haul. Beyond these specific gifts, we also 
donated sizable portions of meat from both 
ritual korbanot as well as from non-ritual 
meat. First-born animals or bechor, first 
fruits or bikurim, and gifts of shorn wool or 
resihit hagez round out an extensive list of 
charities to the Kohanim, in total no small 
percentage of our “earnings”. 

The viduy ceremony celebrates our 
philanthropy and our selflessness. Having 
successfully completed a three-year cycle 
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Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

NEW!!! CLASSIC RECHAVIA 4 RM APT  IN THE HEART OF 
THE SHAAREI CHESED COMMUNITY
#2 IBN EZRA CORNER WITH KKL, 4 RMS, 1ST FLOOR, 93 M WITH 
ADDITIONAL LARGE ENCLOSED BALCONY WITH PARTIAL SUKKAH 
(OVER 100M IN TOTAL), HIGH CEILINGS, GOOD CONDITION.
ASKING PRICE 5,400,000
CALL DOV SHAPIRO FOR A SHOWING 052.5533739

BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS BAKA FAMILY HOME FOR SALE
186 SQM SPLIT-LEVEL HOME WITH TWO 40M TERRACES
7 ROOMS, 3 FULL BATHROOMS, 2ND FL (31 STEPS), GREEN AND 
BRIGHT, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, EXCELLENT CONDITION, 
CHURCHLAND UNTIL 2077
PRICE REDUCTION!!!  
NOW ASKING NIS 5,200,000

EXCELLENT INVESTMENT IN PINUI BINUI PROJECT 
CLOSE TO EMEK REFAIM 
1 BDRM APT RENOVATED AND BRIGHT ON RABBI HISDA ST JUST OFF 
TSOMET ORANIM, 2ND FLOOR, RENTED FOR 4500 NIS, AFTER PINUI 
BINUI OWNERS WILL RECEIVE A 3 RM APT BTWN 66-71 M, WITH 12 M 
BALCONY, PARKING AND STORAGE
ASKING PRICE NIS 2,100,000
CALL MICHAL FOR A SHOWING 052.4066620

a master”, with hands clenched together; 
other opinions instruct the polite folding of 
arms behind our backs. Either way, clasp-
ing hands or folding arms demonstrates 
submissiveness.

Chassidut radically altered tefillah pos-
ture and tefillah tonality. Stressing our 
unbreakable bond with Hashem and our 
shatterproof love of Him, Chassidut envi-
sioned tefillah as an intimate encounter 
and a conversation. Hands were no longer 
tightly folded in obedience but thrust to 
Heaven, outstretched and flaying, speak-
ing with Hashem and lodging frontal 
“requests”. 

Reb Levi’s Famous “Trick” A well-
known story about Rav Levi Yitzchak of 
Berdichev exemplifies this newfound 
voice of tefillah. One year, toward the end 
of Ne’ilah, Reb Levi, the chazan, abruptly 

of altruism we earn the right to speak 
with Hashem differently. Having per-
formed His duties, we can now ask him to 
serve our needs. 

As Rashi comments, by employ-
ing the term השקיפה we effectively 
claim to Hashem “
עשינו מה שגזרת עלינו, עשה אתה מה שעליך 

לעשות
We have fulfilled your duties, now You 

“should” perform yours. Through our devo-
tion to mitzvot, we have earned the right to 
assert השקיפה , without any preamble. 

Specifically, regarding the mitzvah of tze-
dakah, we are allowed, and even encour-
aged to be more frontal, and even more 
transactional with Hashem. Typically, 
we don’t condition mitzvah performance 
upon divine reciprocity. We perform mitz-
vot, as the mishna exhorts “without expec-
tation of reward”. Yet, the gemara allows 
us to condition our charity upon Hashem 
providing reward: 
האומר סלע זו לצדקה בשביל שיחיו בני ובשביל 

שאזכה בה לחיי העולם הבא הרי זה צדיק גמור
A person may donate contingent upon 

Hashem healing a family member. In the 
context of viduy ma’aser, after deliver-
ing tzedakah, over a three-year interval, 
we merit the right to be more frontal in 
lodging expectations of Hashem. Past 
performance changes the tonality of tefil-
lah… especially when we are davening 
for Am Yisrael, and not for our own per-
sonal needs. 
CHASSIDUT AND TEFILLAH

Traditionally, tefillah was character-
ized by humility and subservience. The 
Shulchan Aruch encourages a tefillah 
posture similar to a “slave standing before 
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halted the tefillah. Frozen in silence, he 
stood quietly, even as the sun was quickly 
setting on Yom Kippur. Finally, as the day 
was about to conclude, he hastily blurted 
out the final beracha of Ne’ilah. 

When questioned after Yom Kippur 
about his odd behavior, he explained that 
he had detected that his prayers were 
spurned in Heaven. There was no purpose 
in offering lwhich would just glance off the 
gates of shomayim. 

Desperate for a solution, he recalled a 
trick he and his siblings had played upon 
their mother. She stored her candies in a 
locked closet, distributing them to her chil-
dren, sparingly, for good behavior. Little 
Reb Levi and his siblings would manipu-
late her for extra candy by hurriedly blurt-
ing a beracha. She was left with no choice 
but to offer them candy, else the beracha 
would have been uttered in vain. 

Faced with this predicament Reb Levi 
reproduced his childhood ruse, this time 
with Hashem. Quickly blurting the final 
beracha of Ne’ilah he wanted to “coerce” 
Hashem to forgive us, so that the bera-
cha asking for forgiveness would not be 
in vain. Essentially, he “manipulated” 
Hashem with a boyhood trick. You have 

to feel very close with Hashem to play that 
trick. So close that you realize that Hashem 
actually desires that trick. Chassidim felt 
that intimacy and that confidence. 
MODERN TEFILLAH

Living toward the end of history we 
must also find that voice. Time has passed 
since we were evicted from Yerushalayim. 
During that time, we have been through 
so much. History challenged us like no 
other, and we stood tall, firmly preserving 
Hashem’s presence in a tortured world, at 
great cost. 

Toward the tail-end of history we faced 
two mammoth challenges. We suffered 
the greatest genocide in history and pulled 
ourselves out of that nightmare to rebuild 
a rich and robust Jewish world. A few 
years after that horror we were tasked 
with resettling our Homeland against a 
ferocious international wave of opposition. 
We have so much to be proud of. 

Like our ancestors after viduy ma’aser, 
we too have earned the right to daven in 
a more frontal manner. We, like them, ask 
Hashem, unabashedly, to look down from 
Heaven upon His children and bless them 
and their newly recovered Homeland.

 השקיפה !! 
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HAFTORAH
BY REBBETZIN DR. 
ADINA SHMIDMANINSIGHTS

The Clock  
is Ticking

The Haftorah is punctuated with a well-
known phrase describing the advent of 
Mashiach, ה נָּ הּ אֲחִישֶׁ עִתָּ  in its appointed ,בְּ
time, I will hasten it. Chazal observe that 
these terms seem to be contradictory 
- either Mashiach will appear at the pre-
scribed time or he will arrive earlier than 
expected. How is it possible to be on time 
and early at the same time. I am reminded 
of the story told about the person who 
arrives at an interview early. Proud of his 
timeliness, he comments to his prospec-
tive boss how he came early. The boss, 
a German Jew, responds sharply, “Being 
early is not on time.” So what does the 
posuk mean? 

The classic explanation given in the 
Gemara Sanhedrin 98a, is that if the Jew-
ish people have enough merits, Hashem 
will hasten the coming of Moshiach; but if 
they do not, Moshiach will arrive at its set 
time. Rav Pam z”tl observed in his Sefer 
on Haftorot that in the Kaddish prayer, the 
expression, ,עֲגָלָא וּבִזְמַן קָרִיב  swiftly and בַּ
soon, seems redundant. Why the double 
wording? He suggested that in addition to 
our request that Mashiach come swiftly, 
we ask that all events unfold in an expe-
ditious manner. The advent of an event 

doesn’t necessarily mean a quick time-
line. As many of us have experienced, the 
beginning of a construction project rarely 
informs the completion date. When we 
recite Kaddish, we daven that the redemp-
tion should arrive quickly and the actual 
process unfolds quickly. 

Rav Pam shared how Rav Elchonon Was-
serman, hy”d quoted the Chofetz Chaim 
z”tl saying that ”from current events, it is 
evident that the Geulah cannot be far off. 
Events that in the past took many decades 
to unfold, now occur with rapid speed”. He 
referred to World War I and the fall of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. Rav Pam adds 
the fall of Communism to the list. As we 
watch the breakneck speed at which world 
events are unfolding, we pray that Hashem 
have mercy on His world and bring the 
redemption, ה נָּ הּ אֲחִישֶׁ עִתָּ  .בְּ
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Natural 
Teshuva in 
the Land

The return (teshuva) to Israelite 
nature, which throbs in the arousal 
to national renascence and its hopes 
- only it will bring the complete Return 
(teshuva) tied to the particular wisdom 
of the Living God, 
the supernal root 
of the Torah in all 
its plenitude, writ-
ten and oral, of the 
l a w  t ra n s c r i b e d 
a n d  t ra n s m i t t e d 
and of every pre-
cious trait.” (Eretz 
Chefetz 6:3) (Naor 
translation)

In what way does 
t h e  m i t z v a h  o f 
teshuva have a sin-
gular nature in the 
Land of Israel?

RETURN TO OUR 
NATURAL STATE

The Hebrew word Teva (nature) is a 
word that Rav Kook uniquely employs 

when characterizing the process of 
teshuva (see Orot Hateshuva 6:2 and 
17:4). Rav Kook proposes that a Jew’s 
return is just that - an organic return 
to one’s true essence; a return to a 
way of life that aligns with our innate 
yearnings, ethical sensitivities and true 
aspirations. 

Among the many appellations uti-
lized by the Torah to describe the Land 
of Israel are the following two words: 
‘menucha’ (tranquility) and ‘nachala’ 

(inheritance). Both 
of these terms are 
found in  a  s ingle 
v e r s e  ( D e v a r i m 
12:9). The Abarbanel 
comments on these 
w o r d s  t h a t  o n l y 
when settled in the 
Promised Land did 
the Israelites find 
t r a n q u i l i t y  f r o m 
their long and ardu-
ous journey (menu-
cha). Only in Israel 
did they find their 
inheritance (nachala) 
- namely the mitzvot.

The exilic experi-
ence of almost two thousand years has 
been saturated with staggering hard-
ships and suffering. More often than 
not the fact that we lived outside the 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 65

Land of Israel meant that the obser-
vance of mitzvot came with immense 
challenges. 

Menuchat Hanefesh - a feeling of 
calm, stability and balance are needed 
for a healthy state of mind and to pur-
sue an uplifting path of teshuva. From 
this perspective Eretz Yisrael, it can 
be argued, is the prime location for a 
spiritual setting that is ideal for achiev-
ing this lofty objective of personal 
improvement. 

TESHUVA: ASPIRING FOR GREATNESS

An all-important aspect of teshuva 
according to Rav Kook is that teshuva 
should be understood not merely as the 
way we correct certain faults and trans-
gressions. Rather teshuva is a means 
by which one designs a new course 

toward achieving greatness .  Thus, 
Teshuva requires harnessing all of our 
strengths, talents, and abilities in order 
to be our best selves. 

Rav Kook argues that this is not 
only true on a personal level but on a 
national level as well. Bearing this in 
mind, many of the magnificent goals 
for our nation are only obtainable 
when we are situated in the Land. For 
example: building a society based on 
the principles of the Torah, attaining 
the highest degree of closeness with 
our Creator, and attaining national 
unity - all necessitate the nation’s 
residence in the Land of Israel. From 
this perspective, national teshuva that 
addresses our communal aspirations is 
profoundly impaired when we are scat-
tered outside the Land throughout the 
nations. This is why Rav Kook mightily 
declares: “The renaissance of the nation 
of Israel constitutes the foundation of 
the building of the greatest teshuva.” 
(Orot HaTeshuva 17:1). 

PROF. MENACHEM MARCUS , M.D.
BOARD-CERTIFIED RHEUMATOLOGIST
Specializing in Arthritis and Osteoporosis

Former Head of Rheumotology,  
Hackensack University Medical Center (NJ)

Ultrasound guided injections for carpal tunnel trigger fingers
60 REHOV DISKIN, JERUSALEM

02-5635-673 WhatsApp + 972-58-563-5673

-------- 
RAV KOOK ARGUES THAT  

THIS IS NOT ONLY TRUE ON A 
PERSONAL LEVEL BUT ON A 
NATIONAL LEVEL AS WELL

-------- 
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THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY
Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!
n Install the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones
     (Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
n Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
n We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
n Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
n Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

CONTACT BENJY SINGER: 
benjysinger@israelb.org or 
053-285-1526

Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us 
on Twitter (@IsraelBayit) and join our Facebook 
Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org)

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more! 
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Relying on 
the Midwife

Last time we discussed the need for 
and part of the halachic basis for super-
vision in the contemporary fertility clinic 
and laboratory.
WHY DO WE NEED SUPERVISION FOR FER-
TILITY TREATMENTS?

Since we want to be assured that 
the child born is actually the child of 
these parents.
BUT WE DO NOT CHECK EVERY SINGLE 
CHILD BORN TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE 
THE CHILD OF THE DECLARED PARENTS?

There we have a halachic principle that 
we can assume that a married couple’s chil-
dren are theirs. Even though there are cases 
of infidelity, the Gemara states a halachic 
determination that the husband is always 
considered the father. However, in the 
case of fertility treatments we cannot make 
such a claim, since there is another factor 
involved. The embryo was created ex-vivo, 
outside of the body, by the medical profes-
sionals in the laboratory. We cannot employ 
this principle that the husband must be that 
father, and must assume that it is possible 
that a mistake could happen, necessitating 
the use of external halachic supervision.
WHO CAN BE A HALACHIC SUPERVISOR?

On a halachic level that depends on how 

we view supervision in a halachic context. 
Some suggest that supervision is basically a 
witnessing program that proves the valid-
ity and integrity of the genetic material. 
The supervisor acts as the representative 
of Am Yisrael to ensure the identity of 
the child. This is similar to a conversion 
that is observed by kosher witnesses on 
behalf of the Jewish people. If this is the 
case, then the supervisor must be a kosher 
witness, which means they must be an 
adult Jewish man.

However, the Gemara (Kiddushin 78a) 
brings a case in which there was doubt 
as to the identity of children who were 
delivered and placed together, similar 
to a modern neonatal unit. The children 
were not identified prior to being placed 
in the same vicinity and now there is 
some confusion as to who delivered 
which baby. The Gemara writes that the 
midwife is trusted to declare ‘this child 
is a cohen and this child is a levi.’ We see 
that even though the Sages were particu-
larly strict regarding Jewish lineage, they 
relied on the information supplied by the 
midwife. We can deduce that a woman 
can serve as a “witness” in such a case. 
This is the basis for employing women as 
supervisors.

The women are carefully chosen 
and trained to fulfill the function of 
a supervisor.

More on this next time. 
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לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

The Chazan’s Pre-Birkat 
Kohanim Practice 

Question: In chutz la’aretz, I was taught 
that the chazan says the whole Elokeinu 
Veilokei Avotainu prayer quietly except for 
calling out the word “kohanim.” In Israel, 
someone else says “kohanim.” Does the 
chazan still recite the whole prayer qui-
etly? What is the logic of the two practices?

Answer: The main point of the prayer 
of Elokeinu Veilokei Avotainu (=EVA) is to 
beseech Hashem for the benefits of the 
berachot that constitute Birkat Kohanim 
in lieu of the kohanim carrying out their 
mitzva (Rav Amram Gaon, cited in the 
Tur, Orach Chayim 127). Although EVA is 
apparently a post-Talmudic institution (see 
Tosafot, Berachot 34a), it is accepted that 
this is not a hefsek in chazarat hashatz. 
Realize that Birkat Kohanim is supposed to 
be incorporated in chazarat hashatz, with 
the gemara (Megilla 18a) explaining its 
appropriateness at that exact juncture. The 
chazan is expected to recite the berachot’s 
words to prompt the kohanim, and that 
too is not a hefsek (Rashi, Berachot 34a; 
Rambam, Tefilla 14:8). Similarly, the Birkat 
Kohanim stand-in is appropriate for the 
chazan. Tosafot (Berachot 34a) also infers 

from the mishna (ad loc.) that were it not 
for concern that he might confuse himself, 
the chazan could have answered amen to 
the Birkat Kohanim. 

The disagreement begins in regard to the 
chazan’s involvement when there is Birkat 
Kohanim. Rabbeinu Tam (cited by Tosafot, 
ibid.; Rosh, Berachot 5:17) posits that despite 
the fact that leading Birkat Kohanim is not 
a hefsek for the chazan and that someone 
needs to call the kohanim, a gabbai should 
call them instead of the chazan (note that 
in the gemara and other early sources, the 
word chazan is what we call a gabbai). 

The Rosh (ibid.) cites the argument of the 
Ri that the objection to the chazan calling 
the kohanim may have disappeared once 
the prayer of EVA was instituted. That is 
because now the chazan can use the recita-
tion of the word “kohanim” within the text 
of EVA to call them. The Tur (OC 128) and 
others report that the Maharam MeiRuten-
berg used to do this, and that he said all of 
EVA silently except for “kohanim.” Perhaps 
when only that word is said out loud, it is 
more discernable as a call to the kohanim 
in addition to part of a prayer. (When 
someone other than the chazan prompts, 
he immediately says that one word, so 
that the Maharam’s system slightly delays 
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beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

the beginning of Birkat Kohanim). On the 
other hand, others report (see Hagahot 
Maimoniot Tefilla 14:7) that the Maha-
ram changed his practice, and as chazan, 
no longer recited EVA or called out to 
the kohanim.

Concerning practical Halacha, the Shul-
chan Aruch (Orach Chayim 128:8), follow-
ing the Rambam (ibid.), has the chazan 
calling out Kohanim without EVA, and this 
is the Sephardi minhag (Yalkut Yosef, OC 
127:2 and 128:35). The Rama (ad loc.) cites 
as the minhag the earlier practice of the 
Maharam, that the chazan says EVA qui-
etly, except for “kohanim” out loud. This 
is the minhag that you grew up with in 
chutz la’aretz, where it is still prevalent for 
Ashkenazim. The Gra (Ma’aseh Rav 168) 
follows Rabbeinu Tam – a gabbai should 
call out kohanim, whereas the chazan just 
recites the Birkat Kohanim itself before the 
kohanim. As not infrequently happens, the 
minhag of the Gra became the minhag of 
the Ashkenazim of Eretz Yisrael. 

It is theoretically possible to posit that 
even according to the minhag that a gabbai 
calls out kohanim, the chazan still says EVA 
quietly. One can even argue that this has 
an advantage in making the chazan’s word-
by-word prompting of Birkat Kohanim less 
of a hefsek, as it is incorporated into the 
text of EVA. However, since the consensus 
is that in the time of Chazal, before the 
prayer of EVA was used at all, the chazan 
led the kohanim in Birkat Kohanim, it 

must not be a problem of hefsek at all. 
Such a practice does not fit in with any of 
the three main minhagim. (Perhaps, some 
chazanim, especially those who are used to 
the minhag of chutz la’aretz, say all of EVA 
quietly before Birkat Kohanim. However, 
this is a mistaken practice, albeit, not a 
critical one.) 
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The sign displayed here celebrates 
one of the most astonishing achieve-
ments imaginable.

"Welcome to the sixth completion of the 
Shas by Moshav residents David Biale and 
Asher Goren," the sign 
proclaims and then, 
in smaller print, "May 
you merit good health 
and pleasure from 
your progeny as you 
continue to make the 
Torah great and glori-
ous." (Note: Shas, writ-
ten with a shin and a 
samech, is an acronym 
for shisha sedarim 
or "six orders" or cat-
egories of the Mish-
nah, along with their 
Gemara commentary, which are known 
collectively as Talmud. There are a total of 
2,711 two-sided pages of the Talmud.)

This celebration was held in honor of 
two residents of Kfar Maimon, a religious 
moshav in southern Israel. Asher is an 84 
year old Holocaust survivor from Hun-
gary. He lived through two death marches 
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BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL,
Nitza Blvd, 1 month min. Amazing sea view, 

kosher, furnished: May, June, July 2023  
from September 2023 short or long term

APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM

in the snow, immigrated to Israel at the 
age of 8, and was among the founders of 
Kfar Maimon.

David is 91, born into the sixth generation 
of a family that had dwelled in the Land of 

Israel for more than a 
century. He was born 
in Jerusalem, fought 
in the religious unit of 
the Lehi underground 
prior to the founding of 
the State, studied in the 
Merkaz HaRav Yeshiva, 
and worked for many 
years doing research 
associated with mineral 
extraction at the Dead 
Sea Works company.

The two friends have 
been studying together 

every day for 42 years and are completing 
the Talmud for the sixth time.

In this week's Torah portion, we learn 
how each individual can connect their per-
sonal story to that of the nation by bringing 
their first fruits to the Holy Temple in Jeru-
salem Look at the faces of these two friends 
and you can read in them the amazing story 
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International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL,
Nitza Blvd, 1 month min. Amazing sea view, 

kosher, furnished: May, June, July 2023  
from September 2023 short or long term

APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM
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2 Friends, 42 Years of  
Daily Talmud Study
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of us all: the triumph of both body and soul 
during a lifetime of perseverance, humility, 
continuous building and lasting friendship. 
And, to cap it all off -- 42 years of a daily 
meeting with the sages of the Talmud. 

Interested in learning 
more about estate 
planning?

Join us for a free webinar 
Wednesday, September 20th at noon. 
To register contact Paul Kaplan (212) 
613-8258 or KaplanP@ou.org.

A small Sefer Torah with its own 
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses 

or for any other necessary occasion 
on a temporary free-loan basis. 

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BAKA - stunning 3 stories house on a quiet 
and pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end 
designed, swimming-pool, large wrap 
around garden, parking

MENDEL 052-8980111
BAKA / MEKOR CHAIM – 4 rooms, 90m,  
2nd floor + elevator, renovated by  
architect, fireplace, a/c, very central,  
close to all amenities

MENDEL 052-8980111
ADAM ST. - close to Arnona Hatzeira,  
in a step building, very spacious 5 rooms  
+ terrace, 40m, open view, renovated, 
private entrance, quiet, potential of  
adding extra unit

3450000 NIS -  MICHAEL 052-3202488
In a small and pastoral street in the heart  
of BAKA - Penthouse/Duplex 5 rooms, 
terraces, 15m + balcony, 6m, 2nd & 3rd  
floor + elevator, 3 orientations, parking

MICHAEL 052-3202488
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Selichot
In Beit Knesset 

Beit Yisrael

Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael in Yemin Moshe
Rechov Pele Yoetz 2, Yemin Moshe
Selichot during the week will start at 6:00AM

Saturday Night 
September 9th 2023

10:00 PM

First Selichot 
Services led by

The Solomon 
Brothers

Introductory words 
on Teshuva from 

Rabbi Chanoch Yeres 
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המסע לארץ ישראלהמסע לארץ ישראל

המסע לארץ ישראלהמסע לארץ ישראל
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Kollel Boker

ELLUL PROGRAM

SHIURIM IN ENGLISH
on Monday and Wednesday
mornings from 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Beit Knesset Hovevei Zion, Hazvi Yisrael Synagogue, 
14 Hovevei Street, Jerusalem

Rosh Kollel
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

Call or WhatsApp Murray Shore: 054-662-8001 
or e-mail murrayfshore@gmail.com

בס''ד

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel is Rav of Kehilat Zichron Yosef in
Har Nof, Rosh Kollel at the Sinai Kollel, and lecturer at 
the OU Israel Center.

COMMENCING MONDAY SEPTEMBER 4
10:00    Rambam: Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah
11:00     Coffee & Cake
11:15      Gemara Shiur: Masechet Sukkah

Year 3
Light up your week with Torah learning!
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

the natural state.
We are very excited for the position of 

directing the ChashModiin chapter this 
coming year. Many people go into these 
positions thinking, what can I do to change 
these kids? Our method this year will not 
be to come in and try to change people. We 
want to listen and learn from one another. 

We are excited not only to enrich our 
teens but to gain so much from them. 

We will always be there for the teens. 
Whatever they need we will try to pro-
vide them with. 

Together we will seek God’s blessing in 
every corner, it’s always there!

Looking forward to a fantastic year!

Menashe Lopez
Ganei Modiin - 12th Grade

The Value of Gratitude
Our parashah speaks about the mitzvah 

of Bikurim; that you should take the first of 
every fruit of the ground of your Land to 
be put in a basket and presented before the 
kohen of those days. This shows gratitude 
towards Hashem to His eternal role as the 
guide of Jewish history.

This mitzvah helps one keep humble. 
One of the main reasons for such action 

Ezra and Tali Silton 
Modiin Area
Chapter Directors

Living Inside Hashem’s Gift
This parsha is filled with many subjects 

of which the most dramatic of them all is 
the תוכחה. Why does the Torah speak in 
such length and depth of all the קללות and 
summarizes the brachot in just a couple 
of pesukim. Is it so much easier for God to 
bring curses upon us than blessings?

I would like to offer 2 answers to this 
question. First is the Land of Israel’s per-
sonality. A couple of times in the torah we 
find the phrase ״אז תקיא הארץ את יושביה״ - 
“The Land will throw up its residents. “

Israel is the Holy Land. It is on a level 
where it cannot tolerate nonsense. It is 
uncomfortable with people who choose 
ה׳  and there for it brings out חילול 
these curses on its residents that do not 
behave properly. 

There is another way to look at things. 
The Land of Israel is God’s gift to us. As 
long as we are living here we are resi-
dents of God’s gift, and that is a constant 
bracha. The reason there are more 
curses than blessings is because bracha is 
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is to instill in us the character trait of 
Hakaras Hatov. Acknowledging and 
expressing gratitude. 

We have to apply in ourselves those 
two things in order to have true appreci-
ation towards those who favor us always 
like our parents, and with that attribute 
we also can complete the mitzvah of 
kivud av va’eim. 

True appreciation,  however,  is 
expressed only when one announces 
clearly, “I benefited from your giving.” 
There is no such thing as “he knows I 
appreciate it” when it comes to hakaras 
hatov. Once we open our eyes to the kind 
things friends or family do for us on a 
daily basis and truly appreciate it is when 
we become closer to fully appreciating 
Hashem and all He does for us in every 
living moment. 
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Monday | September 4 | 9:00

Gina Junger 
Yudit Samad
Miriam Fenster

Sunday | September 3 | 8:30

Rabbi Johnny Solomon 
Rabbanit Shani Taragin

Thursday | September 7  | 8:00

Sharon Raanan
Rabbi Menachem Leibtag

Sunday | September 10 | 8:30

Adina Suslovich
Rabbanit Shani Taragin
Miriam White

Monday | September 4 | 9:00

Rabbanit Dr. Adina Sternberg
Dr. Lisa Fredman
Rabbi Menachem Leibtag
Wednesday |  September 5 | 9:00

Dr. Tanya White
Yael Leibowitz
Rabbanit Shani Taragin

Monday | September 4 | 9:30

Dr. Tanya White   
Shelli Weisz
Shoshana Baker  

 Monday | September 11   | 9:30

Dr .Tanya White     
Shelli Weisz
Shoshana Baker  

Sunday | September 10 | 19:30

Rabbi Menachem Leibtag

Tuesday | September 5 | 9:00

Dr. Tanya White
Rabbanit Karen Miller Jackson
Dr. Chana Tannenbaum 

 Monday | September 11   | 9:00

Gina Junger
Tammy Levy
Yael Leibowitz 

 Monday | September 11  | 9:00

Rabbanit Dr. Adina Sternberg
Rabbanit Karen Miller Jackson
Rabbi Menachem Leibtag
 Wednesday  | September 13 | 9:00

Rabbanit Neima Novetsky
Rachel Sharansky Danziger
Rabbanit Shani Taragin

Tuesday | September 12 | 9:00

Dr. Tanya White 
Rabbanit Karen Miller Jackson
Dr. Chana Tannenbaum

Tuesday | September 12 | 9:40

Rabbi Dr. Yoni Rosensweig
Sivan Leib-Jacobson
Dr. Tanya White

Thursday | September 7 | 19:30

Rabbanit Nechama Barash
Simi Peters
Dr. Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg

Thursday | September 7 | 19:30

Dr. Tanya White  
& Rabbi Yitz Greenberg

Netanya
Hashm

onaim
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Jerusalem
Beit Shem
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For details,  registration & additional  learning programs:

- the largest learning community in the world!Join us
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ELUL LEARNING PROGRAM AT MATAN
In memory of our beloved friend & teacher Dr. Dodi Tobin ז”ל  

4 H
aPalm

ach St., Raanana
H״

arim
on״ synagogue

Young Israel of Poleg
 N

urit St., Poleg

18 Reuven St.
RB

S-6 N
achal M

aor St.
30 Rashbag St.


