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“Anarchy or Utopia?” R Some Thoughts Concerning Shabbat ¥
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With the onset of the month of Elul we begin to recite LaDavid Hashem Ori both evening
and morning. We also sound the Shofar throughout the month each morning

# Earliest Kiddush Levana 3 Days After Molad 3 Elul/ Sat. night Aug. 19
L 7 Days After Molad 7 Elul/ Wed. night ,Aug. 23
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until 14 Elul, Wed. night. Aug. 30, all night
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

JERUSALEM
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rlie: incha, . = e
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Givat Zeev 7:04 5:57 7:58 6:56 5:51 7:49 TheJackGindiOréitaProgram-OUIsraeIKashrut
Chewron /Kiryat Arba 7:02 5:57 7:57 652 551 749 0 e formerpresdents OUtae
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. . . . . . OU ISRAEL
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Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem) - 8:36PM e Next Week - 8:28PM of Programs, OU Israel | Rabbi Sam Shor, Director
of Programs, OU Israel (;enter | Rabbi Sholom
All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities; fGo?lgdzjltlg Dean, Avrom Silver Jerusalem College
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa) 22 Keren HaYesod <> POB 1441 <> Jerusalem

o " : 9101032
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

“Excuse me, you're in my seat...” is one
of the more common phrases a Jew hears
in shul. Although I share this in jest, when-
ever we travel together as a family with
eight men/boys, we are conscious of taking
up community members’ seats and try to
find seats that seem less utilized.

This past Shabbat my wife and I took
seven of our children to Netanya and were
touched by the ways in which commu-
nities welcomed us into their respective
shuls. To give you an idea, despite the fact
that the shul we visited on Shabbat morn-
ing was celebrating two smachot, the gab-
bai himself - a man named Eli - approached
us and brought us to our seats. This was
one of the many moments throughout
Shabbat when we were reminded how
incredible our nation is and how fortunate
we are to be a part of it.

Every Wednesday and Thursday, the
OU Israel building is filled with volunteers
who come to schlep large boxes filled with
the week’s issue of Torah Tidbits from our
offices to communities around the country.
Rabbi Baruch Taub, who gives a weekly

May the Torah learned from this issue
be NRWI NYYH
our beloved husband, father,
grandfather and great grandfather

RABBI I. FRED HOLLANDER 2z’

on his yahrzeit
ROSH CHODESH ELUL
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RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

Parshat HaShavua shiur at OU Israel, is
among the crowd of volunteers and brings
large boxes of Torah Tidbits to Netanya
where they are distributed to local shuls.

Having spent many Shabbatot with my
family in Netanya, we are well acquainted
with some of the Anglo shuls in the city,
including the McDonald International and
the South Netanya Ashkenazi Congrega-
tion (SNAC). And yet, despite many visits
to the area, we feel we have only begun to
scratch the surface in exploring the new
Anglo communities that have developed
within the city, as evident by the growing
piles of Torah Tidbits boxes picked up and
delivered by Rabbi Taub each week.

Although my family decided to spend
Shabbat in southern Netanya once more,
we stayed in Ir Yamim right next to Ramat
Poleg. On our way to shul on Friday night
I was greeted by a friendly face, that of
Rabbi Stewart Weiss from Ra’anana who
often spends Shabbat in Ir Yamim with his
wife. Of course, I gave him a copy of Torah
Tidbits in exchange for his personally
penned weekly parshat HaShavuah sheet
which offers unique ideas and personal
anecdotes relating to the parsha.

Eager to explore new areas of the com-
munity I decided to join Rabbi Weiss at a
shul I had never been to - Tefilat Yamim
- led by Rabbi Mendel Wuensch. The dav-
ening was beautiful and filled with lively
singing. Rabbi Wuensch addressed the
crowd in English. I was also delighted to



see my second cousin in shul, Ronnie Katz,
who made aliyah from Dallas to Ir Yamim.
He told me about the shul’s Monday morn-
ing Kollel and the vibrancy and growth of
the community since its founding. All in all,
it was well worth the humid walk to and
from the apartment we stayed in.

On Shabbat morning Rabhi Weiss took us
to the Young Israel of Ramat Poleg led by a
newly appointed rabbi, Rav Yuval Granot.
As soon as we entered
the shul we knew
we were somewhere
special. Walking into
a shul with five of my
boys presented yet
again a challenge and
we expected to sepa-

) MEN’S KOLLEL
rate OUrselves i OFAer | . commmsy kot wh be e paiute of ot
t0 find seats through- i o s te s s comied

in, ksten 1o faseimaning lectues, o well o8 grow

thasir cown indepandent whills i thair shudies

Lecated a The Briga Tom Bell Knesset
M Ebud Manor, If Yamds, Hetanya

out the crowd, but as
I mentioned earlier,
the gabbai made sure
we were taken care of.
This was particularly notable as the shul was
celebrating both a sheva brachot and a Bar
Mitzvah and was therefore packed.

The beauty of the community’s hachna-
sat orchim was extended to friends and
families of the baalei simcha. After reading
Maftir and the Haftorah flawlessly, and

@ Mardays 110 AM-12:00 P
@ Commencing 243 Augest Tih

May the Torah learned from
this issue of Torah Tidbits be 34y

ROSLYN NEUMARK z”’1

94 11992) MYONR NWN N RITWL H1»Y

on her first yahrzeit 9198 ‘X

Neumark, Goldfinger
and Winston families

with a pride that was palpable for all those
present, congregants embraced the boy.
I found this touching because it was clear
that the Bar Mitzvah boy and his family
were not regular “shul goers,“ yet the com-
munity did what they could to make the
day a meaningful experience for them. The
boy was elated. I daven this experience
stays with him throughout his lifetime. We
also benefited from hearing Rabbi Weiss’s
shiur after kiddush.
We davened Mincha
and Maariv at Heichal
Eliyahu, named after
my Rav, the former
Chief Rabbi of Israel,
Rav Mordechai Eli-
yahu zt”l. The shul
is led by his grand-
daughter Rachel’s
husband, Rav Betzalel
Bazak. While Rav
Bazak attracted an
Israeli baalei teshuvah
crowd for his hour and a half Shabbat shiur
that touched upon topics such as daf yomi,
hashkafah and halachah which my boys and
I attended, his wife gave a shiur in an open
outdoor area to a crowd of over 100 women,
which my wife and daughters enjoyed
immensely. Per their request, during seu-
dah shlishit I spoke about the OU’s work in
kashrut and our programs for at-risk youth,

Riav Mancde! Womrach:
QEE-BEDPOSY
Ravmardsleteblatyamim cng

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
4y ©27IY3 P2 °2799 ‘I N3 M

MIRIAM RICH a’’h
whose 15™ Yahrtzeit is on 919N 9
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including our OU Israel Youth Center in Net-
anya, as wells as my relationship with Rav
Mordechai Eliyahu zt”1.

We ended Shabbat with my kids ask-
ing us to take them to SNAC for Shacharit
the next morning before heading home.
We saw many familiar faces there and
once again felt the warm embrace of the
local community.

When reflecting on the Shabbat my fam-
ily experienced in Netanya I cannot help
but feel inspired by the Anglo communities
developing across the country, each one
offering warmth to strangers. I appreciated
the integration efforts of these communities
and took note of the fact that the drasha
on Friday night was given in English, and
on Shabbat morning in Hebrew. Kibbutz
galuyot is taking place before our eyes
and we are fortunate to witness the mira-
cles around us.

I am grateful for all those who made our
Shabbat so special and for Rabbi Stewart
and Rebbetzin Susie Weiss who guided
us around Netanya and allowed us to
experience the beauty of its communities.
I was proud to see Torah Tidbits promi-
nently displayed in every Shul I walked
into and to hear from so many how much
they enjoy reading them. A very special
thanks to the wonderful member of our
family who allows us to stay in their Net-
anya apartment.

Wishing you all an uplifting and
inspiring Shabbat,

L7

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal
Chana bat Bruriah
Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel
Leah Naomi bat Tova
NITON2 D90 12 YWIN® DNIAN
MYIN 12 PPN 2D
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TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE and FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST for OLDER ADULTS

* Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
« Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
« Increase Strength! Stay Independent!

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER

052.673.3704 | www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com
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quality of life
for people with
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of all ages
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INTERVENTION

Taraeli children
THE START IN LIFE THEY DESERVE!

www.chimesisrael.org.il/en [E]g <5
contact@chimesisrael.org.il "a'-ﬁﬁ" X

Phone +972(0]3 6442427 2 -k
Whatsapp +972 50 6661783 [m] Pzt




KNOW WHAT TO ANSWER
FREE COUNTER-MISSIONARY
Videos ¢ Weekly Insights ¢ Booklets * Counseling
jewsfxirjudaism.org

Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz « info@JewsforJudaism.org

Lenny Davidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israecl

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LDevents.com

054-557-2101
Lenny@LPEvents.com

Empowering families from
every part of Israeli society
to choose home care for their
child with disabilities by
helping to fund paramedical

- therapies and home-care

equipment m Donations are
tax-effective in Israel, US,
Australia and UK m Honoring
the life of Malka Chana Roth
1985-2001
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ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
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© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

PolarAir PR
Air Conditioning & Heating

Sales & installation of
Inverter | Multi | VRF | Central
I:\v:',T Plenty of references
I‘:U:ﬁ' Professional & reliable

(¥ Only Jewish labor

B BROTHERS
=0~ MOVING CO.

P

E STRONGEST...THE MOST GENTLE
054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail .com
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OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

ORTHODOX
UNION -3
Enhancing Jewish Life

Trust: The Bedrock of Faith

Trust is a critical component of any
relationship. And it is essential to our
faith in G-d.

“Tamim tih’yeh im Hasem Elokecha,
Have complete trust in Hashem your G-d.”
(Devarim 18:13)

Trusting Hashem grants us a broad sense
of security, eliminating the need to muse
about the future or pursue sorcerers to
discover what lies ahead. It permits us to
follow G-d’s word with the confidence that
He does not lead us down unhealthy and
unproductive paths, and that in His world
we will ultimately never lose by doing the
right thing.

This value of trust was present at crit-
ical junctures in the development of our
relationship with Hashem. When the bris
was established with Avraham, it was
presented as an expression of trust (Bere-
ishis 17:1, see Ramban there): His-hale-
ich I'fanai v’heyei tamim, “Walk before
me and be trusting.” And when we as a
nation accepted the Torah by declaring
na’aseh v’nishma, we unconditionally
accepted whatever Hashem would ask of
us, evidencing our complete trust in Him,
“characteristic of those who act with love,
relying on Him not to burden us with
something we could not bear (Rashi to TB
Shabbos 88b).”

8 TORAH TIDBITS 1529 / SHOFTIM

There were and are many who com-
pletely believe in Hashem’s power but not
in His goodness. Our heritage, as children
of Avraham who discovered and loved the
G-d of kindness, is to believe in and remind
ourselves constantly of His goodness.
Before we recite the Shema as our decla-
ration of faith, we remind ourselves of His
love for us: “oheiv amo Yisrael,” “bocher
b’amo Yisrael b’ahavah.” And we begin
every Amidah by noting that the One to

Please join us
for a Shiur in memory of

DANNY FREI 74n

Sunday 27" August 2023
7:30pm

by Jonny Kirsch
on INNPNXRY 9N
The Power of nanxn nawn
Inspired by and in memory of
my friend Danny Frei 747

at Beit Knesset
Shimon HaTzadik
4 Ben Baba Street




whom we turn in prayer created the world
as an act of loving kindness, gomel chas-
sadim tovim v’koneh hakol.”

In the classic Chovos Halevavos, “Duties
of the Heart,” the author underscores this
critical point. Yes, to have faith and trust in
G-d one has to believe that He is Almighty.
But beyond that one must also believe,
first and last, that G-d is good. Because you
cannot have faith in someone that does
not care for you. And so, wrote the author
(Rabbenu Bachye ibn Pekuda):

When he knows that the other has mercy
and compassion for him, he trusts and relies
upon him whatever he burdens him with....
(All the more so) when he knows that the
one upon whom he is relying is consum-
mately generous and kind, to those who
deserve it and to those who do not, and that
his generosity is constant and his kindness
consistent, unending and uninterrupted.

It is that faith that we restore and
strengthen during this special time of
year. It is trust that we build as we repeat
twice daily in I'David Ori (Tehillim 27:1),
“G-d is my light and my salvation; whom
shall I fear?!” m

YV ANIDY
NN N2 NN

LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
« No longer want?
« No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?
1 can guarantee that if you qualify with the

underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

How to beat the heat:
1. Drink plenty of liquids

2. Wear a hat and light clothing
3. Enjoy Ashkelon s delightful

Contoct us for the |cr est selechon of
sea-view properties for sale or rent.

A
Ashke._on Properties
LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

It's not only how you LOOK
t's how you SEE

/-
EYE womnff\
("Wl 071

I A 00X 0N
ARNONA/TALPIOT -
Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A

RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar)
(02) 674-3888
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OU... BEYOND KASHRUT

22 Years of Helping Youth Overcome Distress

The Pearl and Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach Center (also known as »»13n Yw i)
is a safe haven for at-risk teens, primarily from religious backgrounds. Often, these teens

and young adults have become estranged from their families, teachers, and normative
frameworks, and are often experiencing a crisis in faith. Many are involved in substance

abuse or other antisocial behaviors. Located in the heart of Yerushalayim, the Zula's team of
psychologists, social warkers, counselars and educational professionals quides troubled teens,
and helps them return to normative social, religious, and scholastic frameworks. 33,000 youth
have been saved by the Zula since its establishment.

Each week we will share one of OU Israel’s impactful programs helping English speaking olim
with their klita and impacting Israeli society.
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REAL ESTATE
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curtains &

The best deals in Jerusalem
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1 : s ; Lovely 4 rooms with another 40m building rights,
COI’I‘lfDI't Of 1 —— . first floor, sukkah balcony, completely renovated,
your home master bedroom, exclusive, 3,700,000 NIS
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Get 10% OFF with thisad S{HEENES Large 4 rooms, in a stone building with elevator,
i = 2 balconies with sukkah, renovated with taste,
Made & installed 1o order ST | 4 . huge master bedroom, parking, storageroom,
- 4,200,000 NIS
e Curtains & draperies GREAT PRESALE IN OLD KATAMON!
« Designer curtains 5 rooms, in a new building with Shabbat

. . elevator, 140m, sukkah balcony with view,
* Venetian & Woven wood blinds large living room, master bedroom, parking,

¢ Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & quiet, only 6,000,000 NIS
Pleated shades CLOSE TO BAKA IN A CHARMING ALLEY

Unique Cottage, 6.5 rooms, 186m, beautifully
Call Joe Stepsky for a free consultation e i renovated, private entrance, small garden, private roof

0 5 2 5 9 8 8 8 8 9 -/ K{“ ,,:.“7‘ with potential, 3 directions, quiet, parking, exclusive

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
www.ashleywilde.co.il Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com
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THE FURNITURE DOCTOR

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND REPAIRS SINCE 1898

MASSIVE SUMMER PROMOTIONS only 2 weeks left
1. SECURITY, SAFETY & RESCUE SERVICES 15% discount with valid ID*
2. For Olim Chadashim & Toshavim Chozrim within the last 2 years, 15%
discount on all repairs*
3. Repair 1to 4 chairs and get 15% off *
4. Repair 5 or more chairs and get 20% off*
Free standard leg tips + installation on all chair repairs*
All 4 promotions valid until August 31, 2023 - 1 Promotion per customer

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk RESTORE YOUR FURN'TU RE To HEALTH kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il
Phone: 02-999-2418 WhatsApp: 058 787 3755
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY

PARSHAT SHOFTIM

Parshat Shoftim is the 2nd of 3 parshiot
that have a total of 170 mitzvot. Shof-
tim has 41 of those. Sefer Devarim has 3
sections; this is the middle parsha of the
middle section. The first section, Parshiot
Devarim, Va’etchanan and Eikev were
Moshe’s narrative of the lessons of the past.
Don’t be skeptical about your ability to
enter the Land; that was the sin of the spies
and you don’t want to repeat their fate. He
went over the lessons of the pivotal stories
of the Torah: Mt. Sinai, the golden calf, the
spies, manna as well as others. The last of
the 3 sections in Devarim returns to prepa-
ration to enter the Land, including 4 very
short parshiot. These middle 3 parshiot are
nation building: they express the vision of
what type of society we want to build in
the Land of Israel. Last week we saw the
introduction of the first pillar of the Jewish
society: the establishment of a monotheis-
tic society, including the centrality of what
will be Jerusalem and avoidance of the
lure of idol worship. We saw the pillar of
chesed and mitzvot legislating care for the
needy in Shemita and in Maaser Sheni: in
a word, ethical monotheism. Shoftim is
the building of national institutions: the

Mazal Tov to
Greg & Chanie Geller and family

W onthebirth of their grandson @l
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

judiciary, the executive and the legislature,
including courts, the king, prophets and
proper conduct of war. While there are
many laws introduced, it is all in a natural
flow, outlining the crucial aspects of all
these branches of government. A theme
that animates many of these national insti-
tutions is not only their roles, but as impor-
tantly their limits; what we call today the
checks and balances of power.
'/‘ 1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 16:18 - 17:13)
./k\O‘ Courts: Establish courts and be
: vigilant in fairness; do not show
favoritism or accept bribes for they blur
good judgment. Do not plant a tree next to
the altar, nor establish a stone monument,
nor offer blemished sacrifices. If one is
found to worship idols, examine the case
carefully in court: guilt must be established
through the testimony of witnesses. If
established to be true, put that person to
death and remove evil from your midst.
Should a ruling be elusive, refer it to the
higher court; its decision is binding. Do not
deviate from its ruling.

Judiciary: What is stated here is the
importance of fair and just courts; how-
ever, what it seeks to avoid is more import-
ant. No vigilantism. Don’t fight the Lord’s
battles declaring “that person is wor-
shipping idols. I will step into the breach
and eliminate them. Who needs courts?”
Ridding the Land of idol worship needs
brakes. We need to rid the Land of the
physical idols; but ridding the Land of the



people, the idol worshippers, that must be
done with care. It is not for me to step into
the breach. The court system is a check and
balance on religious zeal, G-d’s warrior. A
commitment to justice requires restraint
of the people; you can’t just do what you
think is right. Defer to the wise judges.
"/‘ 2ND ALIYA (17:14 -20)
K" King: When settled in the Land,
: appoint a Jewish king. He may
not accumulate excessive horses, nor too
many wives, nor silver and gold. He shall
have his own Torah with him at all times in
order to avoid self-aggrandizement and to
ensure allegiance to the mitzvot.

Executive Branch: There are strengths
and weaknesses in every system of gover-
nance known to man. Monarchy’s weak-
ness occurs when the King no longer serves
the people, but serves his own interests.
Hence, the checks and balances: a) limit the
horses, meaning the power of the military
b) limit wives, self indulgence and license
and 3) limit gold, the greed of possessions.
Rather, read the Torah. The King is to serve
G-d and His people. And not to serve his
own interests.

"/‘ 3RD ALIYA (18:1-5)
K’} Kohen, Levi: The tribe of Levi,

including Kohanim, shall not
have a portion in the Land of Israel for the
holy service is their lot. The Kohen, who
serves G-d, shall be given portions of ani-
mals, produce and shearing.

These religious leaders are supported by
a type of tax on the people. But with limits.
No land. And only these portions. It is not
what is given to support the Kohanim and
Leviim; it is what is not. Every society sup-
ports its religious leaders. But make sure the
power that comes with high religious office
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is not abused. You get support; but only
this, not more. As the zealot must retreat
and allow the courts to manage the idol
worshipper. And as the king must retreat
and limit his power and personal license to
lust and wealth. So too, the religious leaders
must retreat and serve G-d and the people;
being supported albeit with modesty.
'}‘ 4TH ALIYA (18:6 - 12)
./k\“ The Levi is permitted to serve
' in the Temple whenever he
chooses. Sorcery: Avoid the
practices of the people in the Land, such as
child sacrifice, divination, omens, sorcery,
communicating with the dead. Your alle-
giance is to G-d.

While the previous aliya gave checks
and balances to the Kohen in accumulating
wealth, when it comes to doing the service
itself in the Temple, the Levi is welcomed
whenever his heart stirs him. For that is his
true task. When the heart stirs for corrup-
tion and abuse of position, it needs brakes.
When the heart is stirred for Divine ser-
vice, it is welcomed.

Legislature: The discussion here of sor-
cery and divination is an introduction to
the legislature, the content of the law itself.
Wouldn’t legislation be so much easier if
we knew the future? And even more basi-
cally, who are we to know what laws are
wise and effective? If only we could tap
into the secrets of the world, the hidden
mysteries. There is a lot of mystery in our
world. There are displays of unusual pow-
ers, inexplicable sources of knowledge,
a world of unseen forces. Whether these
powers are real or illusory is the stuff of
debate. But it isn’t for you. Stay away. The
Torah requires powerful restraint. That is
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not our source of truth. As the next aliya
outlines, our source of truth is G-d through
the prophet.
% 5TH ALIYA (18:13-19:13)
ﬁ Prophet: While the people in
: the Land seek wisdom through
magical techniques, you seek yours through
G-d Himself. Although you said at Sinai that
you did not want to hear His voice directly,
nonetheless you have the Prophet to con-
vey G-d’s directives. Heed the words of the
prophet, though not of the false prophet.
The true prophet’s predictions come true:
not so for the false prophet. Prepare 3 cities
on the east bank of the Jordan and 3 cities in
the Land of Israel as refuge for the acciden-
tal murderer. He is not subject to the death
penalty. Innocent blood ought not be spilled
in the Land.

Our parsha has outlined the judiciary,
the judges and the executive, the king.
The legislature, the branch that creates
the laws, is trickier; the source of our laws
is G-d, related through the prophet. But
within this little section is an expression of
Moshe’s humility. Because tradition main-
tains that the prophets after the time of
Moshe are not to be legislators. They do not
introduce new laws. All legislation rests in
the hands of the rabbinic leaders. We saw
that above: should a case be too difficult,
refer it to the higher court and then you
are bound by its decision. Law, from here
on in, is in the hands of the rabbis, not in
the hands of the prophet. When Moshe
says here to heed the voice of the prophet,
he is really speaking of himself. Prophets
in the future will encourage, scold, criti-
cize, and direct the people: but not with
new ground. Moshe doesn’t want to say



“listen to me and me alone”. Rather, he
says “Follow the laws of the true prophet”.
Which is Moshe.

"/‘ 6TH ALIYA (19:14 - 20:9)
‘/k\o‘ Do not encroach over the bor-

ders of your property. Testimony:
One witness is insufficient in court. Conniv-
ing witnesses who intend harm through
their testimony shall themselves receive the
harm they intended. War: Do not be afraid
of the enemy in war, for G-d champions
your battles. A specially appointed Kohen
shall encourage the soldiers. In addition,
he shall exempt some of the soldiers: those
who have a new home, a new vineyard, a
betrothed wife, or are afraid. These shall
not demoralize the other soldiers.

Having outlined the judiciary, the execu-
tive and the legislature, one of the primary
functions of the executive, the King, is to
protect his people militarily. Some laws
of war are outlined. Morale of the army is
paramount. The Kohen’s presence reminds
the soldiers that they are G-d’s army.
Nonetheless, morale may be damaged by
soldiers preoccupied with their personal
worries. The Midrash maintains that a new
home or a new vineyard is hardly suffi-
cient reason to receive a draft exemption.

May the Torah learned from this issue
of Torah Tidbits be ¥ my father
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These are put there so that the one who is
really plain scared can leave the battlefield
and not demoralize the others, under the
cover that perhaps he has a new vineyard.
In so doing, the Torah spares the pride of
the frightened soldier.

A

7TH ALIYA (20:10 -21:9)

In approaching war, try peace
first. But if refused, fight the war
to the end, lest those who survive lead you
astray. Do not destroy fruit trees while lay-
ing siege to a city. When a body is found
dead in the field, the nearest city shall
perform a ceremony declaring them not
responsible for this death. The Land needs
to be cleansed of innocent blood.

After the laws of war, the Torah circles
back to one lone body found dead in the
field. And the need to cleanse both the
leadership and the Land of this innocent
blood. This too is a kind of check and bal-
ance on the military. Oh, don’t think we
have a low regard for life. Loss of innocent
life defiles the Land — and us. Embark on
war with sobriety.

YESHAYAHU 51:12 - 52:12

This week's haftorah is the fourth of a
series of seven "Haftarot of Consolation."

The recent haftorahs have alluded to the
fear of the nation of Israel that perhaps they
have been abandoned by God. In response,
this week's haftorah begins with God's
response: "I, indeed I, will comfort you.
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After castigating Israel for forgetting their
Creator, the prophet describes the suffering
and tribulations which Israel has endured.
However, the time has come for Israel's
oppressors to drink the "cup of suffering.”

Yeshayahu announces the good tidings
of Redemption. "Burst out in song, sing
together, O ruins of Jerusalem, for the
Lord has consoled His people; He has
redeemed Jerusalem."

The haftorah concludes by spotlighting
the difference between the Egyptian Exo-
dus, when the Israelites quickly hurried
out of their exile, and the future Redemp-
tion: "For not with haste shall you go forth
and not in a flurry of flight shall you go, for
the Lord goes before you, and your rear
guard is the God of Israel."
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"You shall not plant an Asheira, of any kind of tree, beside the altar of G-d." (16:21)

Why is the discussion of an Asheira (Idolatry) tree in proximity to the appointment of judges in this Parsha?

The Talmud (Sanhedrin 7b) quotes Reish Lakish who says, " He who appoints an incompetent judge over the
community is as though he had planted an Asheira in Israel,"

What is this moral connection between an incompetent corrupt judge and an Asheira tree?

Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik (1853-1918) mentioned that any idolatry is recognizable. You see an idol, you distance
yourself.

Not so by an Asheira tree. Externally it looks like any other majestic tree, only internally was it sanctioned as
idolatry. Similarly, a corrupt judge looks externally like a respected honest judge but internally he is corrupt and
mistaking many. ~Shabbat Shalom
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KIRYAT SHMUEL - ALUF SIMCHONI
Large, well-maintained, 3 rooms, 2nd floor,
view, excellent location, near shops & cafes,
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Exclusive! Anita: 053-6318355

OLD KATAMON - ABA HILKIYA
Well-planned, a/c, 3.5 rooms (like 4),
private storeroom, convenient parking lot,
private land. Exclusive! Moshe 053 6305725
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3 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem
0778038511
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Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May
Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.
With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a'"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email
Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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THE PERSON

Who would you consult if you wanted
to know a thing or two about the perfect
society? Would you ask a politician? A
professor of government? A philosopher
expert in theories of utopia? Or perhaps a
historian familiar with successful societies
across the ages?

Would it even occur to you to ask an
entomologist, a scientist who studies insect
life? But it is precisely such a person whom
the Bible suggests we consult if we want
to learn a thing or two about the ideal
society. In fact, it is the wisest man in the
Bible, King Solomon, who suggests that we
observe insect life. I refer to the following
passage in the book of Proverbs:

"Lazy bones, go to the ant; Study its ways
and learn. Without leaders, officers, or
rulers, it lays up its stores during the sum-
mer, Gathers in its food at the harvest."
(Proverbs 6:6-8)

Already in antiquity men observed
colonies of mere ants and noticed how
remarkably efficient they were. Today,
we would attribute that efficiency to the
power of instinct. But those of us who
retain a sense of the wondrous ways of
nature are impressed by the complexity of
tasks that ant colonies perform, without an
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IN THE PARSHA

instruction manual, without training, and,
above all, without leaders.

The Midrash, in the Torah portion of
Shoftim which we read this Shabbat, is
not only in awe of the complexity of the
ants' tasks, but is astonished at the moral
lesson which we can learn from this
lowly creature:

"Behold the ethical behavior of the ants as
it avoids theft. Said Rabbi Simon ben Cha-
lafta: 'T once observed an ant who dropped
a kernel of wheat, which then rolled down
the ant hill. All the ants came, one by one,
and sniffed it. No ant dared take it, until
the one who dropped it came and took it
for herself. Behold the wisdom of the ant,
which is to be praised, for it did not receive
instruction from any other creature, and
has neither judges nor policeman." (Deuter-
onomy Rabba, Shoftim, 3.)

There are many ways to understand
the verse in Proverbs and the Midrashic
passage just quoted, and each time I per-
sonally encounter these texts, I understand
them differently. But this year, I found
myself fascinated by the possibility that
King Solomon and Rabbi Simon ben Cha-
lafta ask us to take a glimpse of what a per-
fect society might look like.

Pt
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It would be a society that had no leader-
ship hierarchy and in which all were truly
equal. It would be a society in which every-
one contributed to the extent that he could,
and would, do so diligently and industri-
ously. Furthermore, it would be a society in
which each individual respected the other
and would not dream of taking something
which belonged to someone else.

In short, it would be an efficient society
and an ethical one. And it would have no
leader, no need for judges, no necessity
for policemen to assure that crimes were
not committed.

This week's Torah portion describes a
society which is far from that ideal. It opens
with the command that we "appoint mag-
istrates and officials...who shall govern the
people and do justice." The Torah insists
upon a judicial system and personnel to
enforce its laws. It speaks of a judicial hier-
archy with lower courts consulting higher
ones. It speaks of a king. It describes a mili-
tary system and outlines the roles of priests,
sergeants, and generals. It describes a sys-
tem of government which is comprised of
several different institutions, each with its
own set of responsibilities and privileges.

This week's Torah portion leaves us with
the following question: is it the ideal soci-
ety that is being described herein, or do
the systems elaborated upon in this parsha
reflect the Torah's concessions to human
frailty? Perhaps the long list of laws that
comprise this week's parsha is a response
to the tragic fact that real societies do not
resemble the utopian ideal and, therefore,
require judges and policemen, overseers
and enforcers, kings and generals.

Taking the latter approach and

understanding that the royal, military, and
judicial institutions described in detail in
this week's Torah portion are necessary
because mankind is not perfect, enable us
to understand a puzzle which confronts
every careful reader of this week's text.

For, you see, there is one passage in our
parsha which just doesn't seem to fit. It is
the subject of chapter 19, in which the chil-
dren of Israel are commanded to set aside
three cities to serve as sanctuaries for a
person who was guilty of killing another
unwittingly. How does this unspeakable
calamity, unintentional manslaughter, fit
into the rubric of the other passages of this
week's Torah portion which deal with insti-
tutions of government?

This is a question asked by numerous
commentators, beginning with Abraham
ibn Ezra in the early Middle Ages, and
including Obadiah Sforno who lived in
Renaissance Italy, the Safed Kabbalist
Moshe Alshich, and the German Jewish
20th century scholar David Tzvi Hoffman.

I recently came across an answer to this
question which appeals to me. It is offered
by a contemporary Rabbi, Yehuda Shaviv,
whose work on the weekly Torah portion,
MiSinai Ba, I have referred to previously in
this column.

He suggests that the passage describing
in detail how to treat an unintentional
murderer illustrates the simple human
lesson that accidents will happen. "It would
be wonderful indeed," writes Rabbi Shaviv,

Dr Muriel Metzger MD, MSc¢
Endocrinologist-Diabetologist
Emek Refaim 64, Jerusalem, 077-5560562

Nahal Tzeelim 6, Ramat Beit Shemesh, 02-9701100
Osteoporosis, Diabetes, Thyroid & Hormonal dysfunctions
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"if people would never blunder or err, and
could control all of their actions rationally
and with great caution. But our Torah
relates to human beings in all of their frail-
ties and faults, and gives us ways of coping
and rectifying those shortcomings."

To me, the difference between the harmo-
nious social organization which character-
izes the colony of ants versus human groups
which require intricate systems of control
and management is the difference between
creatures guided by instinct versus humans
blessed by free will. It is the very freedom
that we as humans enjoy that compels us to
be on guard against evil in all of its forms.

The lesson of this week's parsha is that
human beings require external controls
in the form of law, systems of justice and
enforcement, kings and political lead-
ers, and even militias and generals. King

Solomon's call to us to witness the ants is
really his invitation to us to envision an
ideal society, but one which is nearly impos-
sible to achieve given the human condition.

Until that ideal is achieved, we are well
advised to study all that the Torah has to
say about safeguards against human faults.
Parshat Shofitm provides excellent exam-
ples of the Torah's lessons in this regard. It
recognizes the reality of crime, dishonesty,
and violence. It even copes with inevitable
unintentional violence.

Anarchy must be avoided, but utopia
is not realistic. The Torah is designed to
help us deal with the realities of existence,
which are typically far from ideal. Never-
theless, the Torah holds open the possibil-
ity that a utopia might one day emerge.
After all, if the ants can achieve an efficient
and ethical society, why can't we?"

MORTGAGE ISRAEL

HELPING YOU PURCHASE YOUR HOME IN ISRAEL

Israel's Leading Mortgage Company Since 2003

&

R ( Mortgages >—<Reﬁnancing >—<Hnme Equi‘tv>

CONTACT OUR BROKERS! I I
ADAM SIEGEL
)

ASIEGEL@
MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

Sewr g vemen FIE] 0 piicoast R

©0 GRS iy

a

DAVI KATZ
054-333-0039
DKATZ@
MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

ARYEH STRICKOFF
058-532-6012
ASTRICKOFF@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

YITZCHAK WAGNER
053-722-8001
YWAGNER@
MORTGAGEISRAEL.GOM

NO-OBLIGATION, FREE

wewwLmiorigageisrael.oom

LTATIONS!

rigageisraeloom

052-371-1871
22 TORAH TIDBITS 1529 / SHOFTIM



-1
o
i

MELODIES FROM SELICHOT ’/
AND THE HIGH-HOLYDAY PRAYERS ' ‘

=
TOGETHER
i\ WITH
Y=}
e

> ‘ TUESDAY
His Son ] 9 TH

SEPTEMBER

Maestro

4 TISHREI 5784

With a brief introduction of .
blessings and inspiration ] 8.0 O
in Hebrew and English

from the Rabbinical Team

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. IF YOU ARE 70+
INDEPENDENT AND CONSIDERING SENIOR LIVING N
PLEASE REGISTER WITH TAMAR 054-4872267

VYN 1210 N1
*6422 lwww.tovel.co.ll

Tovei Ha'ir - Jerusalem's Premier Retirement Community
36 Malchei Yisrael 5t., Jerusalem




COVENANT & CONVERSATION

L (o DIcL RN NN IS LG Y RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi »»y5
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1

mnwi n»yH
1”9 07Y PRY’ N2 YN 279 1IN 12 IRV 7Y TR TIT HRIW DA 7T WK 2Py’ )2 ONID
i i

The Greatness
of Humility

At a dinner to celebrate the work of a
communal leader, the guest speaker paid
tribute to his many qualities: his dedica-
tion, hard work, and foresight. As he sat
down, the leader leaned over and said,
“You forgot to mention one thing.” “What
was that?” asked the speaker. The leader
replied, “My humility.”

Quite so. Great leaders have many qualities,
but humility is usually not one of them. With
rare exceptions they tend to be ambitious,
with a high measure of self-regard. They
expect to be obeyed, honoured, respected,
even feared. They may wear their superior-
ity effortlessly — Eleanor Roosevelt called this
“wearing an invisible crown” - but there is a
difference between this and humility.

This makes one provision in our parsha
unexpected and powerful. The Torah is speak-
ing about a king. Knowing, as Lord Acton put
it, that power tends to corrupt and absolute
power corrupts absolutely;”t it specifies three

1. Transcript of Letter to Bishop Mandell
Creighton, April 5, 1887, published in Historical
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temptations to which a king in ancient times
was exposed. A king, it says, should not accu-
mulate many horses or wives or wealth — the
three traps into which, centuries later, King
Solomon eventually fell. Then it adds:

When [the king] is established on his
royal throne, he is to write for himself on a
scroll a copy of this Torah ... It is to be with
him, and he is to read it all the days of his
life so that he may learn to be in awe of
the Lord his God and follow carefully all the
words of this law and these decrees and not
feel superior to his brethren or turn from
the law to the right or to the left. Then he
and his descendants will reign a long time
in the midst of Israel. (Deut. 17:18-20)

If a king, whom all are bound to honour,
is commanded to be humble - “not feel
superior to his brethren” - how much more
so the rest of us. Moses, the greatest leader
the Jewish people ever had, was “very hum-
ble, more so than anyone on the face of the
earth” (Num. 12:3). Was it that he was great
because he was humble, or humble because
he was great? Either way, as R. Johanan said
of God Himself, “Wherever you find His

Essays and Studies, edited by J. N. Figgis and R.
V. Laurence (London: Macmillan, 1907).



greatness, there you find His humility.”

This is one of the genuine revolutions
Judaism brought about in the history of
spirituality. The idea that a king in the
ancient world should be humble would
have seemed farcical. We can still today
see, in the ruins and relics of Mesopotamia
and Egypt, an almost endless series of van-
ity projects created by rulers in honour of
themselves. Ramses II had four statues of
himself and two of Queen Nefertiti placed
on the front of the Temple at Abu Simbel.
At 33 feet high, they are almost twice the
height of Lincoln’s statue in Washington.

Aristotle would not have understood the
idea that humility is a virtue. For him the
megalopsychos, the great-souled man, was
an aristocrat, conscious of his superiority
to the mass of humankind. Humility, along
with obedience, servitude, and self-abase-
ment, was for the lower orders, those who
had been born not to rule but to be ruled.
The idea that a king should be humble was
a radically new idea introduced by Juda-
ism and later adopted by Christianity.

This is a clear example of how spiritu-
ality makes a difference to the way we
act, feel, and think. Believing that there is
a God in whose presence we stand means
that we are not the centre of our world.
God is. “I am dust and ashes,” said Abra-
ham, the father of faith. “Who am I?” said
Moses, the greatest of the prophets. This
did not render them servile or sycophantic.
It was precisely at the moment Abraham
called himself dust and ashes that he chal-
lenged God on the justice of His proposed
punishment of Sodom and the cities of the

2. Pesikta Zutrata, Eikev.

Dr. Harry Weisman

Former Assist. Clinical
Professor of Medicine,
UCLA School of Medicine;
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Author of
The 18% Solution -
Lose 18% of Your
weight in 18 Weeks

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159

OT, PT, AND SPEECH
THERAPY SERVICES
FOR THE ANGLO
COMMUNITY

SPEECH Easily schedule in-person
—— sessions with English-
S speaking occupational,
physical, and speech

GECUPATIONAL  therapists all over Israel.

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT OR
CONSULTATION NOW

Whatsapp:
el

Are you a therapist and want to be listed? Please
reach out through the website or by emailing us ot
opstherapyisraelegmail.com
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plain. It was Moses, the humblest of men,
who urged God to forgive the people, and
if not, “Blot me out of the book You have
written.” These were among the boldest
spirits humanity has ever produced.
There is a fundamental difference
between two words in Hebrew: anivut,
“humility”, and shiflut, “self-abasement”. So
different are they that Maimonides defined
humility as the middle path between shiflut
and pride.® Humility is not low self-regard.
That is shiflut. Humility means that you are
secure enough not to need to be reassured
by others. It means that you don’t feel you
have to prove yourself by showing that
you are cleverer, smarter, more gifted, or

3. Maimonides, Eight Chapters, ch. 4;
Commentary to Avot 4:4. In Hilchot Teshuvah
9:1, Maimonides defines shiflut as the opposite
of malchut, sovereignty.

n-]%;‘)u A
YT e yu % ‘-:.;__"' Meir
077-2050015 Golan

052-2678749

golanechasim@gmail.com

BAKA: 4 room apartment, 85m, elevator,
neat & nice apartment. 2,850,000 NIS

ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, master suite,
balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking.
3,250,000 NIS

BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building,
88m, master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator,
private parking. 3,900,000 NIS

ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 108m, balcony,

nice view, Shabbat elevator, fully accessible,
private parking, storage. 4,000,000 NIS

RASKO: New 4-room penthouse apartment, 115m,
beautiful terraces for a lovely panoramic view,
elevator. 4,250,000 NIS

TALBIYA: 4-room apartment, 95m, sukkah balcony,
2nd floor. 5,200,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON: 5-room apartment, 127m,

master suite, balcony, private parking, storage,

full of light. 5,500,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room apartment
in a new project, 140m, terrace, underfloor heating,
Shabat elevator, 2 parking. 6,300,000 NIS
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more successful than others. You are secure
because you live in God’s love. He has faith
in you even if you do not. You do not need
to compare yourself to others. You have
your task, they have theirs, and that leads
you to co-operate, not compete.

This means that you can see other people
and value them for what they are. They
are not just a series of mirrors at which
you look only to see your own reflection.
Secure in yourself you can value others.
Confident in your identity you can value
the people not like you. Humility is the self
turned outward. It is the understanding
that “It’s not about you.”

Already in 1979, the late Christopher
Lasch published a book entitled The Cul-
ture of Narcissism, subtitled, American Life
in an Age of Diminished Expectations. It
was a prophetic work. In it he argued that
the breakdown of family, community, and
faith had left us fundamentally insecure,
deprived of the traditional supports of
identity and worth. He did not live to see
the age of the selfie, the Facebook profile,
designer labels worn on the outside, and
the many other forms of “advertisements
for myself”, but he would not have been
surprised. Narcissism, he argued, is a form
of insecurity, needing constant reassurance
and regular injections of self-esteem. It is,
quite simply, not the best way to live.

I sometimes think that narcissism and
the loss of religious faith go hand in hand.
When we lose faith in God, what is left at
the centre of consciousness is the self. It is
no coincidence that the greatest of modern
atheists, Nietzsche, was the man who saw
humility as a vice, not a virtue. He described
it as the revenge of the weak against the



strong. Nor is it accidental that one of his
last works was entitled, “Why I am So Clev-
er.” Shortly after writing it he descended
into the madness that enveloped him for
the last eleven years of his life.

You do not have to be religious to under-
stand the importance of humility. In 2014
the Harvard Business Review published the
results of a survey that showed that “The
best leaders are humble leaders.”s They
learn from criticism. They are confident
enough to empower others and praise their
contributions. They take personal risks for
the sake of the greater good. They inspire
loyalty and strong team spirit. And what
applies to leaders applies to each of us as
marriage partners, parents, fellow-workers,
members of communities, and friends.

One of the most humble people I ever
met was the late Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Schneerson. There
was nothing self-abasing about him. He
carried himself with quiet dignity. He was
self-confident and had an almost regal
bearing. But when you were alone with
him, he made you feel you were the most
important person in the room. It was an
extraordinary gift. It was “royalty with-
out a crown.” It was “greatness in plain
clothes.” It taught me that humility is not
thinking you are small. It is thinking that
other people have greatness within them.

Ezra Taft Benson said that “pride is con-
cerned with who is right; humility is con-
cerned with what is right.” To serve God
in love, said Maimonides, is to do what is

4. Part of the work published as Ecce Homo.
5.Jeanine Prime and Elizabeth Salib, ‘The
Best Leaders are Humble Leaders’, Harvard
Business Review, 12 May 2014.

DANIEL BOUZAGLO L
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE :

Gershon Agron 24, Mamilla - Jerusalem

oUWy
Call nowf077-9973185

Baka-NEW PROJECT pre-sale
Beith lechem rd , 2-4 bedrooms

Old Katamon-NEW PROJECT
Near shtibelach , 1-5 bedrooms pre-sale §
German Colony-New Project’
132sgm 4br with private garden

Talbieh-Echad Haam street B
200 sgm state of the art -13.5M nis

Baka-renovated 3 bedrooms |

3br,2 bath, parking-4.79M nis
Musrara near the old city 160 sgm,

high ceilings, 35 sqm patio-5.95M nis |8 “" “.

Rechavia - Ben Maimon bivd. | 1
140sqm,30sgm balconies,elevator,7.5m nis

Old Katamon-Ha-LamedHey st.}
NEW 3br apt,2bath,succah -4.29M nis' [

lange selection of prapentics, go
www.daniels-assets.com
usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899
Whatsapp : 052-2636656

truly right because it is truly right and for
no other reason.® Love is selfless. Forgive-
ness is selfless. So is altruism. When we
place the self at the centre of our universe,
we eventually turn everyone and every-
thing into a means to our ends. That dimin-
ishes them, which diminishes us. Humility
means living by the light of that-which-is-
greater-than-me. When God is at the centre
of our lives, we open ourselves up to the
glory of creation and the beauty of other
people. The smaller the self, the wider the
radius of our world. m

6. Maimonides, Hilchot Teshuvah 10:2.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l are
part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on
the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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Own Your Own Prestigious Retirement Residence!

Swimming Theater, Classes Health Organized Fitness
Pool Movie and and Leisure Center Trips Center
e n a Lecture Hall Activities and Gym

Senior Excl‘Usive Residency 21 Golomb St., Jerusalem | For details and registration:

£}
wwmhosdomacom | 02=30011717

It's finally time - -
with confidence!
*Orthodontic treatment with invisible alighers*

o

Complimentary teeth whitening for all treatments initiated until 15/09

STARTING FROM 14,000 NIS ALL INCLUSIVE l”'

Practitioner’s ongoing support: answers to your questions within 24 hours ? L .

Book an appointement with Dr Gold Q 055 500 4877

28 TORAH TIDBITS 1529 / SHOFTIM



X PR
‘7‘)“v’ K

T

T O

I OU

Maﬁf&h

SAVE
THE I l I
DATE
%m&/«a(ag&w
DINT) 0INYY NN
YNavwr OU oy

D2YN 2NN D¥IN) 0NN
DYTINY DWW PN NDYI

P
TORAH YERUSHALAYIM

SN | 12.9 5005w By
9.30-16:00
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Yamim Noraim Inspiration
with QU Israel

World Class Torah Personalities
in Two Locations
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TORAH MODIIN
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18:00-22:00
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THESE PROGRAMS ARE DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF DAVID & NORMA FUND Z°L BY THEIR CHILDREN

D, /<

—d / \ A— ~\
OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.OQUISRAEL.ORG | 02-560-9100

L/

W

OU ISRAEL CENTER 29




THIS WEEK:
'7 TITEITITY7 AN

This month of Elul, Ty
please assist those YESH EZRA
less fortunate than you. N

Can you help?
*  Checks:
Make out to “Yesh Ezra”
Send to: Yesh Ezra, POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem, 9136101
e Bank Transfer: Bank Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843, Yesh Ezra
To obtain your tax benefit receipt, send
details by Whatsapp/email.
* Credit card:
Sara at 077-820-0196
Sunday, Monday, and Wednesday
(10:15am - 2:45pm)
*  Website: www.yeshezra.org
Click on “Donate Now”
Inquiries:
Menachem Persoff

050-570-1067
menpmp@gmail.com

Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “American style” Care
Conveniently located at
Refa Na Medical Center, Givat Shaul, Jerusalem

052-713-2224

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health CenterinRss  02-970-1100

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
Exercise for ladies
Sundays 12:45-1:30pm
at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239

-
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BAKA | MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m,
2nd floor + elevator, renovated by
architect, fireplace, a/c, very central,
close to all amenities

3050000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

TALBIEH - 95m, elevator, very well
kept, bright, in the corner of building,
3 orientations, accessible

3100000 NIS MENDEL 052-3202488

ADAM ST. CLOSE TO ARNONA HATZEIRA -
in a step building, very spacious, 5 rooms
+ terrace, 40m, open view, renovated,
private entrance, quiet, potential of
adding extra unit.

3290000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA - stunning 3 storey house on a quiet
& pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end
designed, swimming-pool, large wrap
around garden, parking

MICHAEL 052-3202488

DOROT - Te ©U Wonten's
Intergenemtiona[ Chair

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

PLEASE NOTE TORAH TIDBITS ADVERTSING
DEADLINES THROUGH SUKKOT
Shabbat, Aug. 25-26 » Thursday, Aug. 17th
Shabbat, Sep. 1-2 » Sunday, Aug. 27th
Shabbat, Sep. 8-9 » Sunday, Sep. 3rd
Rosh Hashana, Sep. 15-16 » Thursday, Sep. 7th

Shabbat/Yom Kippur-Sukkot, Sep. 22-23
» Thursday, Sep. 14

(all Ilta Rochel:
02-5609125 or ttads@ouisrael.org
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MON. & WED. EVE

MONDAY NIGHT

SHIURIM

August 28th
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
Rabbi Menachem Nissel

September 4th e 3

Rabbi Gershon Turetsky
Mrs. Shani Taragin

September 11th
R’ David Katz
Mrs. Shira Smiles

D

For more info and to register for events:

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9100

www.

lﬂ;

TIYULIM

August 30th

Trip to Kever Shmuel + kumsitz
and insights into

Shirat Chana

September 6th

Paint your own honey dish
at JCLAY + insights

into simanim

September 13th
Pack Rosh Hashana packages for
families in need at Pantry Packers
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SUN, AUG 20

9:15AM
Journey Through the Siddur
Rabbi David Walk

10:20 AM

Mishnah with Rambam’s
commentary

Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler
(Resumes Aug. 27)

11:30 AM

Shivat Tzion in Tanach:
Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

2:00 PM
Men's Talmud
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

ouisrael.org/events/

MON, AUG 21

9:15 AM
Sefer Kohelet (L'Ayla)
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

The Thought of Rav Kook
on Eretz Yisrael: A study of
the sefer Eretz Chefetz
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

11:45 AM
Novel Parsha Nuances
Rabbi Avi Herzog

8:30PM

Semichat Chaver
Program Rabbi Elyada
Goldwicht (The Bais)

TUE, AUG 22

9:15 AM
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries (LAyla)

10:30 AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Yosef Goldin

9:30AM
Minchat Chinuch
Rabbi Breitowitz

2:00PM
Men's Talmud
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

7:30PM

(The Bais) Safrus (Men)
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner
(Resumes Aug 29)

8:00PM
Sefer Shmuel Rabbi Machlis

(Resumes Aug 29)




WED, AUG 23

9:00 AM

Torah and Technology
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
(Resumes Sept. 6)

10:15AM
Contemporary Halachic
Issues

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:30 AM

Ani Maamin-But Do You
Know if it's Really True?
Rabbi Yitzchak

Feigenbaum

12:30 PM
Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Neil Winkler

8:00PM
Halachic Controversies
Rabbi Aschi Dick (The Bais)

THURS, AUG 24

9:00 AM

Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Ari Kahn
(Resumes Aug 31)

10:15am
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:30 AM

Unlocking the Messages
of Chazal

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
(Resumes Aug 31)

2:00 PM
Men's Talmud-Mesechta —

Bava Basra
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

VIRTUAL SCHEDULE
(Zoom Only Classes):
https://us02web.zoom.
us/}/88363420460

Password: ouisrael

Rabbi Taub
Parsha, 7:00PM Mon
Halacha, 7:00PM Wed

Rebbetzin Shatz
(LAyla)-Insights of
Chazal- Tues, 5:00PM

Rabbi Goldwicht
Parshat HaShavua
Wed. 8:30PM
https:/fus02web.zoom.

us//2244321902
Password 18

THE BAIS CLASSES
AND PROGRAMS
ARE FOR MEN ONLY
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OU TIsrael & Kebﬂat Zm{gmn Yosef
Join

THE GOLD FAMILY

In inviting the public to Tgem Mmaynn a7
In memory of

moreins FTARAV SHOLOM GOLD:«

Founder and Mara D’atra of Kehilat Zichron Yosef
and Founding Director of the The Avrom Silver College for Adults

DATE: Sunday, August 27th - ;5% r7
TIME: 8:30pm (Maariv at 8:15pm)
PLACE: Kehilat Zichron Yosef,
Agassi 10, Har Nof, Jerusalem

Sl
-l"“h-

Y,

Women Reatting 73w OU

Weekly LAyla Day of Learning for Women
Focusing on Elul!

TUESDAYS AUG 22-SEPT 5, 9:15AM-1:00PM

9:15AM Torah Tapestries Parsha Class with Mrs. Shira Smiles
10:15AM Coffee and Refreshments
10:30AM Sefer Yonah with Mrs. Leah Feinberg

11:20AM ABite of Tefilla - Sandwiches and Yamim Noraim Davening Insights with

Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
12:00PM The Teshuva Journey with Mrs. Sara Malka Reichman
40NIS for the day v o
Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/layla-day-elul F .f"" R v

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 KEREN HAYESOD ST.YERUSHALAYIM | 02- 560 9100
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" Calling all new olim families!

Jain the next event of our b
Hebrew-on-the-GO series as we explore Mediterranean sea life!

Gearner Hosit it tie Aguarivonf

¢ Subsidized
AUGUST 30TH 3:00PM price: 25 NIS

.+ Race through the aquarium on a mission tofind Is
! 0‘learn Hebrew in a fun and interactive wayr %

Interact with new Olim famllg
S A

)

T Byt IR N

MOTHER DAUGHTER
ROSH HASHANA EVENT

CHAVRUTA LEARNING + MINI-SHIUR/DISCUSSION
+ HONEY DISH PAINTING

WHO: Girls aged 9-12 and their mothers
TIME: 7:00pm
PRICE: 30NIS per mother-daughter pair

Pre-registration required at
www.ouisrael.org/events/rh-md

OU ISRAEL CENTER | LOCATION: JCLAY STUDIO, 67 HANEVIIM (DAVIDKA)
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JERUSALEM 0)
GARDENS

hotel & Spa

OU Israel & The Jerusalem Gardens

pl’BSBHt Yom Kippu*r SUN -MON, SEP 24-25

A
RABBIDR.TZVI HERSH WEINREB
0U Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Elevate your Yom Kippur with an inspiring davening
& meaningful program
Baalei Tefilla: Rabbi Weinreb & Reb Shabtai Eisenstadt.

At the Jerusalem Gardens Hotel & Spa
under the strict supervision of OU Israel & Rabbanut Mehadrin
Cost: Yom Kippur including Seudat Hamafseket and Break-Fast is 990 nis p/couple
Extra night Bed & Breakfast- checkout Tues. price 600nis p/couple

10% Discount for OU Members

Reservations: Tel. 02 655 8388 | Reservations@jerugardens.com
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In Israel, every 3 minutes a child enters the emergency room as a result
of an accident in or around their home that could have been prevented

We invite Rabbanim and communal leaders to join our initiative for

RAISING SAFETY AWARENESS AND PRESERVING LIFE

by dedicating a derasha, parent/child learning or shiur to the subject

f After over two decades of actively
\ \ saving lives, Safety Israel - founded
by Keren Yosef - has now opened

INIW W90 Israel’s first Safety Center

SAFETY ISRAEL

10 communal first-aid kits to the winning communities!
All contributors will be entered in the raffle

To share shiur summaries and/or source pages from your

community and to enter the raffle, please send info to:
B office @safetyisarel.org {£)058-565-7000 @ www.kerenyosef.com




The bank closed...

Brickstone Safes
have come to Jerusalem!

Your peace of mind
Our responsibility BRICKSTONE

Private Safe Services

Brickstone specializing in safety deposit

vaul(;[s is opfenmg |tsl new béanc to i

residents of Jerusalem and surrounding

areas in the Clal Building. v % 0936 &xt-2
At your service are safety deposit boxes

of various sizes to store your valuables. @ www.brickstone.co.il
The center is secured 24/7 (@) Clal Building, 97 Yafo Street
g’I;RgaTdosSt stringent international " Jerusalem (former Discount

Bank building)
The location and boxes are secured by

Lloyds International.

180 NIS discount
for those who
eeeee w Eor Biometric Armored - sophstiated Sophisticted Alarn bring this ad!

aaaaaa System




AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amazing job!
._-,.l'::m!-’. L{q"{f‘r {{"_-Fa-';rr'-":j- l'_{.‘l’lf.r'?

Mothing matters to us more than a
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

- :
BEST PRICE |
GU NTEED
-
If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we’'ll match it.

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/Whatsapp 02-628-8282 =
or email us at info@tzviair.com =

— movinglife’ —

SPECIAL CHAGIM OFFER

t: 10005

Immediate delivery before the Chag

SHABB /1 N E 7}
The only mobility scooter
without Gramma!
SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar"
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism
that operates according to the
"Existing Current Modulation" principle.
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed
and does not require expensive fitting.

Ready to go in 10 seconds.
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-2305650

For more information, visit our website at:
movinglife.co.il/torah

life changing solutions
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Parshat Shoftim opens with a direc-
tive to appoint Judges. The judges are
warned not to favor one party over
another (D) 7°2N X?) , not to accept
bribes (TMW NN XY), and to pursue justice
(PTIN PINPTN).

After these opening pesukim regard-
ing judgement, the following three
pesukim appear:

N NAM S¥X YYD NN 77 YON'NY

79 "NYYn WR PPN

You shall not plant for yourself an ash-
erah, [or] any tree, near the altar of the
Lord, your God, which you shall make
for yourself.

PPIR N NIY WK N3%N 37 DRNNRY)

And you shall not set up for your-
self a monument, which the Lord,
‘your God hates.

MY IR DY) NY PPYXR ‘N2 NINND
NN PPN N NAYIN 2D ¥ 727 YD DIn ia
You shall not sacrifice to the Lord, your

God, an ox or a sheep that has in it a blem-

ish or any bad thing, for that is an abomina-

tion to the Lord, your God.

These three prohibitions are then fol-
lowed by laws of witnesses (0>7y), and a
directive not to divert from the word of the
Rabbis (mon xY).

40 TORAH TIDBITS 1529 / SHOFTIM

RABBI SHALOM
- m Rav Kehilla, Nofei Hashemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

The Seforno questions the sequence of
these commands. The Parsha opens with
a directive to the judges, is “interrupted”
with three halachot (not to plant an Ash-
era (tree) on Har Habayit; no to sacrifice
on a matzeva; and not to sacrifice an ani-
mal with a blemish), and then returns to
items connected to judgement (witnesses,
and obeying Rabbis). Why are the three
halachot of Ashera, Matzeva and Ba’al
Mum, sandwiched between the two sec-
tions of directives about judgement?

The Seforno cleverly derives an import-
ant lesson from the placement of these
three restrictions in between the two
segments about judgement. Each of these
three restrictions teaches us not to “judge
a book by its cover”. This is applicable to
judges and to every individual.

ASHERA - MMWX

One may conjecture that it would be
appropriate to place trees on Har Haba-
yit to beautify its landscape. The Torah is
teaching us that although to one’s eye trees
may appear aesthetically pleasing, they
are indeed spiritually blemished, as they
are utilized in acts of avoda zara (idolatry).
A judge may have an attractive outward
appearance but not the proper qualifica-
tions. One should not be overly swayed by
the exterior.

MATZEVA - D2XN

A matzeva is a monument or platform

upon which one used to offer sacrifices.



One is now prohibited to offer sacrifices
on a matzeva. An individual may speculate
that offering a sacrifice to God is a positive
act, no matter where it is performed. The
Torah warns that this is not viewed favor-
ably by Hashem. Another example of an
act that may appear to be noble but that is
spiritually flawed.
BA’AL MUM -DIN 7v2

One is prohibited from offering an animal
with a blemish. It may be a strong and beau-
tiful ox, but if it has even a tiny blemish (like
in the Kamsa and Bar Kamsa story), one
is prohibited from sacrificing the animal.
A third example of how one’s judgement
should not be tainted solely by appearances.
Even a tiny blemish can turn an exquisite
cow into a spiritually undesired sacrifice.
Common Denominator - Judgement

The three halachot placed in between

NOAM
HOMES

Real Estate Professionals

Real Estate | Investments | Management services

FOR SALE EXCLUSIVELY:
Beautiful duplex in
Nachalat Achim

5 rooms + 2 sukkah balconies, a total
of 183 sqm built area and 20 sqm
balconies.

New construction, modern and
beautiful design.

First floor with private entrance.
Great location! One of the most
desirable communities in Jerusalem!
Walking distance to Sha'arei
Chessed, Mahane Yehuda Market,
and city center.

Come for a visit and be impressed !!!

MGG

the two sections dealing with judgement,
do not interrupt the flow of this idea.
Ashera, Matzeva and Ba’al Mum teach us
not to judge others by appearance. This
is applicable not just to judges but to all
people. At times we may form an opinion
of another based on a first impression or
based on their appearance. It is crucial to
look through the exterior and to be able
to see the beauty within and the special
qualities and characteristics of others. A
wise man once said: Don’t judge people by
their covers, most of their books are still
being written.

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

‘ Michael 052.286.8626

Photography with feeling
Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography

Tehila Nadav: 050-420-5333 E{%
tehila@noamhomes.com  Cx==ey A1
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Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

office@hoamhomes.com

Scan to subscribe to
our NEWSLETTER
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES

Perfect
Protection

The end of our parashah deals with the
laws of eglah arufah. If a corpse is found
and the murderer is unknown, the elders
of the closest city must take a calf and
decapitate it in a valley, declaring that they
are innocent of shedding this blood.

The Ibn Ezra explains that Hashem
orchestrates this circumstance; the body
should be found specifically near this city
since the residents need expiation for
similar sins that were committed in their
midst. The Abarbanel adds that these sins
may have been unknown to them, render-
ing it necessary to invoke the tefilah of the
Kohanim to atone for them.

Rashi (Devarim 27:7) explains that
although no one would think that the elders
are murderers, they still must proclaim that
they did not see this person leave their city
and send him off without food and escort.
The Maharal adds that when one accom-
panies another, he is treating him with
kavod, giving him a sense that he possesses
inherent value. The converse is also true.
When we allow a person to travel alone,
we give him the impression that he is not
inherently worthy. Psychologically, this can
diminish his sense of self, how precious
he is to the world. In such a case, with this
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reduced spirit, he may not have the inner
strength to ward off any threat or attempt to
cause him harm.

Maharal further explains that when one
is sent off by himself, he is viewed as an
individual without the zechut and protec-
tion of a community. When one is attended
by members of a community, he becomes
attached to them and thereby gains their
merit for protection. In a similar vein, Rav
Scheinerman in Ohel Moshe adds that this
is one of the reasons a bride and groom
are escorted to the chuppah by their par-
ents. The couple’s past and future becomes
fused with a greater whole.

Rabbi Naiman z”1, in Darchei Mussar
understands this Rashi from a different per-
spective. When a beit din cares for guests
by providing their basic needs of food and
escort, it impacts the entire city. When
there is an outpouring of love from the top,
the rest of the community is influenced,
inspiring them to act with benevolence and
goodwill. Therefore, a person who would
potentially be low enough to murder would
be affected by the increased good spirit of
the city and would not commit such an act.
The elders’ declaration is a testimony that
they have led their people with kindness
and engendered a mindset of generosity,
precluding any violence in their midst.

Each of us must recognize our mutual
responsibility and the power our behavior
triggers in those who live in our sphere. m
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In The Best Part Of Baka jm

Just Listed! 91 SQM Garden apartment with approx 50
SOM private garden. 4 Rooms, 1.5 Bathrooms, Parking,
storage, private entrance. On a quiet street between
Emek & Derech Beit Lechem! Asking: 4.550m NIS

Border Of Baka
Modern building across for Baka with Shabbat
Elevator, 2 parking spots and 2 storage units. B6 SQM, 4
Rooms, 2 baths, shabbat elevator. Asking: 3.450m NIS

Old Katamon
Just Listed! B3 SQM apartment in a small building. 1st
floor(6 Steps), 4 rooms, 1.5 baths, amazing potential,
quiet street, amazing location. Asking; 3.6m NIS

Hashofet - Arnona
In New Building With Parking & Storage! 72 SQM, 3 rooms,
15 bathrooms, Shabbat elevalor, renovated, fully accessible
excallent investment, building gym. Asking: 2.550m NIS

Beit Tzur, Nachlaot
Rare Apartment In Nachalot! 88 SQM on 1 level,
building elevator, 4 rooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 balconies(1
succah), close lo Machane Yehuda. Asking: 3.290m NIS

City Center
Just Listed! Amazing investment property along the lighi
rail line. 30 SQM, 2 rooms, Shabbal elevalor, storage,
succah balcony, fully accessible. Asking: 2,190,000 NIS

Derech Beit Lechem, Baka

Just Listed! New Building Post Tama 38! Spacious 100
SQM, currently 5 rooms, 1.5 baths, brand new plumbing
& electric, private parking, balzony. Asking: 4.2m NIS

Rimon, Efrat Efrat
New On The Market! 107 SQM Cottage with renewable
building permit for 240 SQM. Gurrently 3.5 rooms, 2
bathrooms, large front and back garden, renovated,
parking, currently rented out! Asking: 3,100,000 NIS

Yaniv: 052.614.1442
Yanivi@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
Eliagabai@gmail.com
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RABBI JUDAH
M ISC H E I- i):let;l:)hr‘;ef I;iar::::Zh(::?ATo%: l::: Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

Late one night, Yankeleh knocked at the
door of his rebbe. Exasperated, he was
barely able to breathe, let alone speak.
“Rebbe” he gasped, “I saw the town shochet
eating on Yom Kippur! What are we to do?
How can we trust any of the kashrus in the
city?” The rebbe was taken aback. “Yan-
keleh, you saw him? With your own eyes?”

“Well...,” paused Yankeleh, “to be com-
pletely honest, I didn’t see him myself;
Velvel the tailor, he is the one who told
me.” The Rebbe raised his eyebrows. “Ah,
OK. Please bring Velvel here.”

When Velvel arrived, the rebbe asked
him directly: “Tell me, did you see our sho-
chet eating on Yom Kippur?” “So, Rebbe,
here’s the thing. It wasn’t Yom Kippur, it
was on Tisha B’Av.” With an intense look,
the rebbe asked Velvel again, “You saw
him? With your own eyes?” Velvel shifted
from one foot to the other. “To be truth-
ful, I didn't see him myself, but Shmelkeh
the Cobbler, he is the one who was there,
and he told me!” “I think I understand,”
said the rebbe. “Bring Shmelkeh right
away please.”

When Shmelkeh arrived, the rebbe asked
him, “Did you see the shochet eating on
Tisha b’Av?” “Tisha b’Av!?” cried Shmelkeh,
“No, no, chas v’shalom, Heaven forbid! It
was Tzom Gedalya when he ate!” The Rebbe
gave him a stern look. “But you saw him,
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Shmelkeh? With your on eyes?” Shmelkeh
blushed and answered with hesitation, “Der
emeser emes is, I didn’t actually see him
eating. It was Moishe the Tinsmith who saw
him... he is the one who told me.” The rebbe
rolled his eyes. “What is going on with you
guys?! Quickly, bring me Moishe Tinsmither
so we can get to the bottom of this already!”

Finally, Moishe arrived at the rebbe’s
home. “Is it true? Did you see the shochet
eating during the fast of Tzom Gedalya?”
“No, no, Rebbe, not at all! It was just a cou-
ple of days ago. I saw the shochet eating
before davening in the morning.”

At the end of his rope, the rebbe pleaded,
“Please tell me that you, Moishe, yourself,
saw with your own eyes the shochet eat-
ing before Shachris.” “Forgive me, Rebbe,
not really! But I did see him walk into shul
with a big smile on his face, and laughing.
And let’s be honest: who comes into shul
smiling and laughing — in the morning,
before davening — without having some
coffee and cake?”

Our sedra lays the groundwork for a system
of enforcement and oversight of community
standards and law, which we are commanded
to administer justly and with fairness. Con-
viction, condemnation and punishment
can only happen after a balanced, thorough
investigation with a minimum of two credible



witnesses. And this is only valid with due pro-

cess by well trained judges who seek the well-

being of all those involved:

TR PIWY2 210N DYV DY
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“You shall set up judges and law enforce-
ment officials for yourself in all your cities
that Hashem is giving you, for your tribes,
and they shall judge the people with righ-
teous judgment.” (16:18)

Rashi comments: “(They shall) appoint
judges who are VOY? DPTY) NN P17
7Ty expert and righteous so that they will
judge justly.”

Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, zy’a, the
great ‘Defender of Israel’, interprets our
pasuk expansively, providing us a meaning-
ful instruction and insight as we approach a
new year and prepare to stand in judgment
before Hashem. The Torah is telling us
that we hold the key to our own g’zar din:
NYyn D0 D°VOIVY, you appoint the
judge, meaning it is in our hands to deter-
mine how our judgment will turn out.
V’asita mishpat tzedek, ‘And judge our
nation favorably, b’kaf zechus, and that will
be the way the judge sees us. For ultimately,
17N T2 NN, the way we judge others will
be the way Hashem acts toward us.

One of the sources for this mitzvah of giving
others the benefit of the doubt is the verse,
Iy VOYR PN, “You shall judge your
fellow with righteousness” (Vayikra 19:15).

The Targum translates this as B’kushta
t'dinei I'chavrach, “Judge your friend in

truth.” By judging favorably, we reveal
the inner truth of our friend, who they
really are. In the Torah, b’tzedek usually
means ‘fair’. Here it implies focusing on

the merits and tzidkus, the inner righteous-
ness or saintliness, of the other.

Judging negatively, especially on hearsay,
with an incomplete picture or without all
the facts or backstory, is not due process,
for we have a Divine command: NX 17 M
mot 99% DTRN 99, “Judge every person
favorably, on the side of their merits.”

Seeing the good in others, and judg-
ing them favorably, not only reveals the
authentic merits and righteousness of our
friends, it reveals ours as well. Then, when
we stand before the True Judge, we will
be conscious of the fact that we are filled
with merits like a pomegranate is filled
with juicy seeds. And b’ezer Hashem, we
will then be signed and sealed for a good,
sweet year, filled with smiles and laugh-
ter — with or without coffee and cake
before shul.

Gilinski Real Estate
gilinski.co.il

Great Apt!
150 SQM,
Sukka
balcony,
elevator &
parking.
#050-7225694

Penthouse, 340 SQM, 9R, duplex, 2 terraces,
parking, renovated.
#052-6984466
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

This week we commemorated Rosh
Chodesh Elul. Chodesh Elul, in the annals
of Jewish life, is a time of reflection, intro-
spection, and personal growth.

Our Sedra this week, begins with these
familiar words:

Shoftim V'Shotrim Titein Lecha B'Chol
Shaarecha- Judges and officers shall you
place at all your gateways..."

Parshat Shoftim opens with an appar-
ent clear directive to establish a system of
law and order, both officers to ensure the
security of our community, and judges to
oversee that justice is indeed enforced.
However, the Chasidic Masters see great
symbolism in this opening verse.

Rabbi Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov, the
Bnai Yissascher zy'a, suggests that the
words b’chol shaarecha- all your gateways.
is alluding to the seven openings in a per-
son's face- two eyes, two ears, two nostrils
and our mouths. It is through these open-
ings that most of our senses are manifest
and activated. Our verse, explains the Bnai
Yissascher, is teaching us the importance
of safeguarding and protecting how we use
each of our senses- what images we might
look at, what type of speech we might
choose to listen to, what foods we might
smell and taste, how we use our capacity to
speak- each of these senses can be used for
great good, or can be misused for harm.

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer
Rebbe zy'a, points out that Parshat
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Shoftim is always read during the month
of Elul. Elul is the time of year when we
make every effort to elevate our spiritual
awareness and conduct, and therefore
our pasuk is reminding us that we must
utilize all our senses and capabilities to
accomplish this goal of growth and self
improvement.

The Chidushei HaRim, the first Ger-
rer Rebbe zy'a, adds that the pasuk
continues Shoftim V'Shotrim Titein
Lecha B'Chol Shaarecha- asher Hashem
Elokecha Notein Lecha - if one would
only realize that all our capabilities and
strength, all bracha that comes into our
lives, is indeed a gift from Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, then of course we will use
those gifts to elevate ourselves, and to ele-
vate our surroundings.

As we enter into this incredible month of
Elul, may each of us be blessed to embody
these beautiful ideas, and reach great
heights in our Avodat Hashem.

Chodesh Tov!m

[ Vacation In Yavniel
Villa and Tzimmers

WILLA MO
WAL

058 400-5545 - www.villarimona.com  Villrimana@gmail com
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Rabbi Bienenfeld's Gemara Shiur - Thursday Aug. 10
was sponsored by Phil Sevrinsky in loving memory of his mother
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Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year
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Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus
inmemory of their parents,

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 2”1 -
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Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur -
Minchat Chinuch
is sponsored for the academic year 2023
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z'l
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and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z'I
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Rabbi Goldin's Shiur
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts
Irma Haas a"h and Hilde Myer a"h

Rabbi Manning’s Shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year
7T P77 12 2771 0“Y NITIN2 N2 N DNWA HT7WYT

Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday
Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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WOMEN'’S WRITING WORKSHOP
AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30

For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359
or Judy 054-569-0410 "“f!
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ONLY AT SHERLOCKS
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SOCKS
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6,250,000 MNew listing luxury apt.
Makor Haim, Quadra pro. indoor pool + gym. A 140
sqm, 1 level apt. 4 beds + 2.5 baths. Sukkah balcony,
beautiful view. parking, storage. renovated.
5,500,000 Amazing duplex!
0Old Katamon, Bostanai 5t. A 118 sqm duplex. 3 beds
+ 2.5 baths. 3 exposures. 2 Sukkah balconies.
Elevator, private parking.
4,700,000 & New listing desirable location!
Old Katamon, Ganei Katamon complex. 104 sqm.
3 beds + 2 baths. Master suite, elevator, private
storage + parking. 3 exposures, spacious, quiet.
3,900,000 @ New TAMA Apt.
Old Katamon, Palmach St. In a new Tama building,
100 sqrm, 3 beds, with a 10 sgm Sukkah balcony. High
standard renovation. Private storage. Ready: Aug-23,

3,900,000 B/ Heart of Rechavia!

Rechavia, KKL St. exclusive complex. 89 sqm. 2 bed
apt. Including indoor pool, and 24 hr security.
Parking and storage.

Ruth Abrahami - 054-807(
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GEULAS YISRAEL

Shoftim:

The Biggest
Ir Miklat in
History

Redemption is woven into the fabric of
both Jewish history and human history.
Towards the end of history, Moshiach
arrives, a third Mikdash is constructed, and
the knowledge of Hashem extends across
this world “as the waters cover the ocean
beds.” Redemption and Moshaich are each
so central to Jewish belief that, according to
many, their denial is tantamount to heresy.

Yet strangely, the Torah doesn’t explicitly
mention Moshiach. By suppressing direct
reference to Moshiach, the Torah firmly
anchors us to the affairs of this world.
Excess focus on the next era distracts us
from the responsibilities and obligations of
our current reality. Looking to thwart reck-
less escapism, the Torah avoids any overt
mention of Moshiach.

The Torah does, however, lace numerous
pesukim with coded Messianic references. In
his extensive comments about the Messianic
era, the Rambam (Hilchot Melachim, chapter
11) quotes three of these verses. The first
pasuk, taken from Devarim 30:3 describes
the return of Jewish exiles from galut:
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BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN

Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion
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The second pasuk, taken from Bilam’s
end-of-days prophecies in Bamidbar 24:17,
describes a star discharging from Ya’akov
and subduing our enemies:
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IIND XN HXIY) 02V DR) Iy 11
nY~12°52 1) N

Each of these verses portray essential
Messianic events such as the ingathering
of Jewish exiles and the conquest of hos-
tile nations.

The third “Messianic” pasuk cited by
the Rambam is taken from parshat Shof-
tim, in Devarim 18: 8-9 and mandates the
addition of three extra arei miklat, or cities
of refuge, in our future expanded bor-
ders of Israel:
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Initially three cities of refuge were desig-
nated in the East bank of the Jordan river
and, subsequently, upon settling the Land
of Israel proper, three additional cities
were inaugurated. This Messianic pasuk in
Shoftim, demands that, as our future coun-
try expands, three additional cities must be
established.

Though territorial expansion is pivotal to
the Messianic era, the concept of ir miklat



itself appears unrelated. Why did the
Torah encode Messianic promises within
the halacha of ir miklat? How does the
twinning between Moshiach and ir mikat
alter our Messianic perspective?
MOSHIACH AND HALACHA

Unlike the first two pesukim which
portray historical events, this third
pasuk contains a mitzvah. As the bor-
ders of Messianic Israel expand, we are
halachically obligated to install three
additional cities of refuge. By tethering
a Messianic promise to a halachic man-
date, the Torah confirms the inevitability
of Moshiach. Halacha is eternal, and, by
association, so is the arrival of Moshiach.
Each and every halacha instructed by
Hashem, must, by definition, have appli-
cability. Streaming Messianic predictions
through halacha and not just through
historical events, more firmly proves the
certainty of Moshiach. If the arrival of
Moshiach is associated with a halacha, it
too must be inevitable.

Additionally, by signaling Moshiach
through halacha, the Torah affirms the
immutability of halacha during the Mes-
sianic era. There is a dangerous tendency
to question the relevancy of halacha in a
future redemptive era. The most notorious
and extreme form of this anti-nomianist
thought was practiced by Shabtat Tzvi, a
self-proclaimed false messiah who bra-
zenly violated severe halachic infractions
claiming that halacha no longer applied in
a utopian era. By fastening the announce-
ment of Moshiach to a mitzvah, the Torah,
implicitly upholds the lasting authority of
halacha, even under the altered conditions
of the Messianic era.

BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS BAKA FAMILY HOME FOR SALE

186 SQM SPLIT-LEVEL HOME WITH TWO 40M TERRACES
7ROOMS, 3 FULL BATHROOMS, 2ND FL (31 STEPS), GREEN AND
BRIGHT, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE,

EXCELLENT CONDITION, CHURCHLAND UNTIL 2077
PRICE REDUCTION!!!

NOW ASKING NIS 5,200,000

EXCELLENT INVESTMENT IN PINUI BINUI PROJECT
CLOSE TO EMEK REFAIM
1 BDRM APT RENOVATED AND BRIGHT ON RABBI HISDA ST JUST OFF
TSOMET ORANIM, 2ND FLOOR, RENTED FOR 4500 NIS, AFTER PINUI
BINUI OWNERS WILL RECEIVE A3 RM APT BTWN 66-71 M, WITH 12 M
BALCONY, PARKING AND STORAGE
-CALL MICHAL FOR A SHOWING 052.4066620

ASKING PRICE NIS 2,150,000

Ilana Nelson  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

UTOPIA?

Binding a Messianic prediction to the
halacha of ir miklat raises a different, but
intriguing question. Will the Messianic
era introduce a perfect world? Arei miklat
cities provide safe-haven for uninten-
tional murderers, protecting them against
revenge killings by relatives of the victim.
In a perfect world without violence, no
unintentional murder occurs, and arei
miklat, presumably, go extinct. Instead of
adding three additional cities during the
era of Moshiach, we should be dismantling
the original six!

Evidently, at least according to this
pasuk, the Messianic era will not be a com-
plete overhaul of our current reality, but a
continuation of our current order. Unin-
tentional murder will still occur, necessitat-
ing cities of refuge and even requiring the
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installment of additional cities to accom-
modate territorial expansion.

This view of Moshiach is consistent with
the Rambam’s own evolutionary view of
Moshiach. For him, Moshiach isn’t an apoc-
alyptic shift of our current order but a more
natural shift into a world of Jewish sover-
eignty in Israel centered around the Beit
HaMikdash, the termination of war, and a
worldwide religious revival. Everything else
remains roughly similar to our current sit-
uation. Announcing Moshiach through the
laws of arei miklat, presumes a Messianic
world which includes unintentional mur-
der and which closely resembles our own.
THE IR MIKLAT OF HISTORY

Finally, by encoding the promise of
Moshiach within the halacha of ir miklat,
the Torah also provides a map or a time-
line for the arrival of Moshiach. Our mod-
ern return to Israel has aroused broad
ideological beliefs and ambitious Messi-
anic assertions. For many, the restoration
of Jewish sovereignty, the ingathering of
exiles to our ancient homeland are some
of the many signs that our long-awaited
process of redemption had gradually
begun. Yet, Messianic events are shrouded
in mystery and draped in confusion, often
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leaving us with little other than conjec-
ture. Sadly, our sovereignty isn’t complete
or ideal, and the ingathering of exiles is
still unfinished. We see these as unfin-
ished redemptive “starts” but they come
with serious questions marks.

However, there is one event which leaves
little to the imagination. The founding of the
state of Israel provided refuge for millions of
our people fleeing antisemitism. Symbolically
It has been the largest ir miklat in our history.

The hundred years prior to the founding
of the state were some of the bloodiest years
in our long exile, laced with grisly pogroms
and, tragically, capped off by the genocidal
nightmare of the Holocaust. Independent of
any ideological assumptions, at a very basic
level, millions of Jews needed an ir miklat
to protect them. It is difficult to imagine the
fate of our people post- Holocaust without
the State of Israel.

In the years since the founding of Israel,
it has continued to serve as an ir miklat for
Jews fleeing Arabic persecution, European
antisemitism, and Communist-era religious
suppression. While we still wait for other
messianic signals to become absolutely
clear, the miracle of the state of Israel as the
largest ir miklat in history is undeniable. m

"MW1 11 (10227 W.ewensohn Raz & Co

Law Offices & Notary ‘L

Tama 38 and Renovation

Construction Projects Moshe Raz,
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* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHT

This week, we continue the series of ten
Haftorot that are connected to the time of year
rather than a haftorah thematically related to
the weekly Parsha. This week’s Haftorah is the
fourth of the seven Haftorot of consolation.

In this week's Haftorah, Yeshayahu con-
soles the Jewish people with Hashem’s
technicolor message, 7¥2) 702 >127 DUN)
1PYY TIRD) ¥R TO9) DY Y037 PIOD T
xRy, And I will put My words in your
mouth and shelter you with My hand; To
plant the skies and make firm the earth, to
say to Zion: You are My people! The phrase
NRR7NRY 1Y MNY), to say to Zion: You are
My people, is understood by the Pesikta
d’Rav Kahana, Piska 19 to be the only place
in Tanach where Tzion refers to the Jewish
people. The obvious question is why?

In this same pasuk, we find unusual
imagery Y Ix 70°7) DY Y017, to plant
the skies and make firm the earth. The
words evoke a picture in which heaven is
planted on earth. What is the meaning of
this expression?

We know that heaven and earth are dis-
tinct, the heavens are on high while the earth
is down low. Normally, when we speak of
heaven and earth, we envision a great distance,
an unbridgeable chasm between them. What
the Navi Yeshayahu seems to be suggesting is
52 TORAH TIDBITS 1529 / SHOFTIM
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that heaven and earth can be brought together.
The Navi speaks of a time when the fractured
universe will be unified, a time where there
will be no divisions and no disputes.

This consolation is most manifest when
the Jewish people achieves oneness
with the Torah, the essence of which is
expressed by the word Tzion. Tzion is the
spiritual epicenter of the Jewish people.
Ordinarily, it means a place, such as in the
phrase, DU D727 NN NYND PYN D,
For Torah shall come forth from Zion, The
word of the L-RD from Jerusalem (Yesha-
yahu 2:3). Here in our Haftorah the Navi
foretells of a time when the observance of
and commitment to the Torah by the Jew-
ish people will be so strong and so obvious,
that they themselves will be called Tzion.

May we merit this day of spiritual unifi-
cation speedily in our days. m

Arthur Samuels, DPM
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053-427-6363
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Real Life Rescues

Akko Woman in her 30s
Saved by EMT On Vacation

A 30-year-old woman with a history of epilepsy was
discovered unconscious on the floor of her home
by her parents last Wednesday afternoon in Akko.
Upon discovering their daughter unresponsive, the
parents immediately dialed emergency services for
assistance.

Yehoshua Shetrit, a volunteer EMT with United
Hatzalah and a resident of Jerusalem happened to
be in Akko on vacation. Alerted to the situation, he
apologized to his family and rushed to the location
of the emergency.

Upon reaching the scene three minutes later, Shetrit
encountered another first responder in the building’s
stairwell. The two responders quickly proceeded
together to the woman’s apartment. Upon arrival,
they found the young woman without a detectable
pulse and not breathing.

The two responders initiated CPR and attached a
defibrillator. Coordinating their efforts they rotated
performing chest compressions and providing
assisted ventilation. Approximately five minutes
later, an intensive care ambulance arrived at
the scene and the paramedic on board began
administering medications.

An electric shock was advised by the defibrillator and
administered by the responders. Shortly thereafter,
the woman’s pulse returned as her heartbeat
regained a steady rhythm. The parents breathed a
deep sigh of relief. The woman was then transferred
to the awaiting ambulance, which transported her
to the nearest hospital for further medical attention.

Reflecting on the successful rescue, Yehoshua Shetrit
expressed his gratitude for being in the right place at
the right time: “I'm really glad that | was in the area
and alerted in a timely fashion by the dispatch center,
even though I’'m not from here. To be able to help
bring someone back to life is incredibly rewarding,
and worth giving up some time on my vacation for.”

Newest Listings in and around Jerusalem

4 i

Efrat N7

Private Family Home In Gefen, Efrat
340 sqm, On 4 levels
7 bedrooms, 5.5 baths
Private front & back garden + balcony off the living room
Nice views!
Renovated, central AC + private heating
Private parking, With an option for a separate unit
6,490,000 NIS

Great Opportunity in
. Musrara

3 rooms, Balcony
Large and full of light

Renovated

Amazing views including Old City of
Jerusalem

Excellent investment opportunity
Great Location
Advanced stages of Pinui/Binui
2,590,000 NIS

New Exclusivity
in Rasco
Large 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths
112 sqm + inclosed balcony
View
Full of light & air
Quiet & rare
Right around the corner from the |
famous Shtiblach
Full of potential!
3,790,000 NIS

Amazing Deal! / Great Apartment with
i Incredible Views
Shofet Chaim Hacohen Street
4 rooms + 2 full bathrooms
Central A/C + heat
3 exposures
Shabbat elevator
Parking
3,290,000 NIS
- MUST SELL!

Yitzchak Kowalsky
A 054-766-0338

DX Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@& www.yykrealestate.com
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE <7:

RAV DANIEL MANN ﬂ?

vl "»YH
9”1 IXDT HNTIY DTN 12 DIDN INY

Question: My neighborhood’s small
Sephardi beit knesset has difficulty main-
taining an (early-morning) Elul Selichot
minyan. I (an Ashkenazi) have joined them
a few times during Elul and found it uplift-
ing, but someone claimed that I cannot
count for a minyan because according to
my minhag, I am not obligated in Selichot
then. Do I count toward the minyan, and is
it a good idea to spend time and energy on
it? May I continue with them after Ashke-
nazim start Selichot?

Answer: Selichot consist of supplications
to Hashem to have mercy on us despite
our shortcomings and are an aid to our
regimen of teshuva. They are said at times
when there is heightened need (e.g., on fast
days over national tragedies and Behab,
anticipating the need for teshuva) and/
or heightened chance of success (during
the days around the Yamim Noraim - see
Rambam’s (Teshuva 2:6) formulation about
this period).

There do not appear to be sources
indicating Selichot are ever an indepen-
dent obligation, certainly not found in
Chazal but not even as a formal, binding,
54 TORAH TIDBITS 1529 / SHOFTIM

post-Talmudic minhag. On fast days, it
is a way of strengthening Shemoneh
Esrei’s request for forgiveness -some even
inserted it there (Shulchan Aruch, Orach
Chayim 566:4). Selichot around the Yamim
Noraim may be a more independent tefilla
(see Batei Yosef 581:2, in the name of Rav
Soloveitchik). Even so, it was not formally
instituted as an extra tefilla like Ne’ila.
Rather, it is a spiritual tool Hashem pro-
vided to use at our discretion (see Rosh
Hashana 17b), which has developed a
schedule over the centuries. All agree
that from the beginning of Elul until Yom
Kippur is a time for heightened spiritual
steps. We start blowing shofar and reciting
LI’'David Hashem Ori. The Ashkenazi min-
hag of having at least 10 days of Selichot
beginning slightly before Rosh Hashana
(this is tellingly fluid) is the same basic
minhag as the Sephardi one that begins
earlier. Therefore, there is no issue of your
not being obligated. On the one hand, no
one is obligated (see Yechaveh Da’at 111:44
on when Sephardim do not have to do Elul
Selichot), and everyone is strongly recom-
mended to take part when appropriate.
Note also that while consisting of dif-
ferent texts, Ashkenazim and Sephardim



The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for

Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
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share the structure and critical parts of
Selichot. There is Ashrei and Chatzi Kad-
dish, then many supplications, separated
by the 13 Middot, then there is a viduy,
and final supplications; we finish with
Kaddish. The parts that require a minyan
(devarim shebekdusha), Kaddish and the
13 Middot, do not need ten people to recite
the identical text beforehand to precede
it (see Igrot Moshe, OC IV:33; this column,
Shemini 5777), but must just be united for
the devarim shebekdusha. Therefore, even
one who (quietly) recites Ashkenazi piyu-
tim counts for the minyan if he joins the
Sephardi tzibbur for the 13 Middot.

We applaud your joining your neighbors
for a few reasons. First, you help people
“use a powerful tool,” as Selichot’s devarim
shebekedusha parts must have a minyan,
and everything is accepted better with a
minyan (see Rosh Hashana 18a). Also, while
Ashkenazim start Selichot later in Elul, you
receive spiritual benefits for the early ones
(we cannot evaluate any price you might
pay). Learning new, beautiful liturgy is also
a positive experience. Finally, although
there are many “bridges” between Ash-
kenazi and Sephardi communities, more
achdut experiences are always welcome,
especially at times when we need z’chuyot.

Do things change when Ashkenazi Seli-
chot have begun? Their difficulty in find-
ing a minyan is a crucial factor, which can
outweigh the modest advantages of keep-
ing one’s own nusach hatefilla (see Igrot

Moshe ibid.). It is possible but not required
(a matter of taste and circumstances) for
you to recite some Ashkenazi piyutim in
between the 13 Middot. It is particularly
appropriate to daven with them if yirat
shamayim concerns so dictate (ibid.),
although if it insults one’s natural commu-
nity, that is also a serious factor.

Having a dispute?

9. For a Din Torah in English or
'E"J" Hebrew .contact.’E.retz Hemdah -
EH!'EI‘.Z Gazit’ Rabbinical Court:
Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

The Israel Real Estate Market is Not On Vacation!
Buying in US Dollars? USD to NIS: 3.74*

Great Values on Beach Properties!

Jerusalem -

Ramot - New Project - 88 Units - Call For Details

Beit Kerem - 3.5 Bedrooms - 4.19 M NIS

Rassco - 3.5 Bedrooms - 3.5M NIS

Kiryat Yovel - Amazing Views - 4 Bedrooms - 3.78M NIS
Rehovot -

2 Bedrooms -2.18M NIS
3 Bedrooms -2.61M NIS

Ra'anana -

3 Bedrooms - Garden Apt - 4.35M NIS

2 Bedrooms - 12 sqm Porch - 2.75M NIS

4 Bedrooms - Garden Apt - Quiet St. - 4.09M NIS
Nahariya - Sea Views

4 Bedrooms - Low Floor - New - 1.63M NIS

4 Bedrooms - Sea View - New - 1.8M NIS
Netanya - Sea Views

Nth. Netanya - 4 Bedrooms - 3.25M NIS
Ashkelon - Sea Views - Close to Marina

4 Bedrooms - 3.25M NIS

3 Bedrooms - 2.51M NIS
Zichron Yaakov -Private Land- 80 Units @70k = Per Unit

EqE (o Leizerowitz

N iﬁl % ﬁ 972.52.682.9367
& R USA - 786.385.8859

Broker Fee 20+ VAT

“August 13,2023
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0z [ D)V IN'A BY sivan RAHAV-MEIR

PORTION

Some Thoughts
Concerning Shabbat

"Shabbat is not a problem, it's a solu-
tion." These words were spoken by Rabbi
Dr. Warren Goldstein, the Chief Rabbi of
South Africa. Regarding Israel, he stated:
"Shabbat is not something that we need to
put up with in order to make this a normal
country, but an absolute value that makes
this country unique." Rabbi Goldstein
recently published a book titled: Shabbat.
A Day To Create Yourself: Building char-
acter, shaping perspectives, and finding
happiness through Shabbat. Here are
several additional thoughts that he shared
with me when we met:

"Tewish identity in the world today rests
on three pillars: the pillar of Zionism, the
pillar of the Holocaust, and the pillar of
contemporary anti-Semitism. Yet I meet
young people throughout the world and
see that this may have been true for their
grandparents, but it's not enough for them.
They want more. They want spirituality,
inspiration, holiness. We are obligated
to add to Jewish identity another pillar:
the pillar of Shabbat."

"There are communities where Shabbat
observance has become the latest trend.
It's considered fashionable to turn off
your cell phone and not to be available
one day of the week. The idea of making
56 TORAH TIDBITS 1529 / SHOFTIM

Shabbat plans with friends and preparing
tasty food ahead of time has proven to be a
revelation. Not because of reward in the
world to come, but because of reward
in this world. To transition from a two-di-
mensional to a three-dimensional perspec-
tive once a week."

"Whoever is connected to social media
24/7 never has a chance for quiet con-
templation. If we never step outside the
digital loop, how is it possible to visit new
places and discover creative solutions?
My goal is to look at the world all week
long with Shabbat eyes. The thought of
Shabbat brings humility, wisdom, security,
optimism, and meaning into everything
I do. Ultimately, Shabbat shapes the
greatest creation that we can create in
life: ourselves."

Shabbat shalom. m

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper
as most popular female media personality in
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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t THE Y FILES
SV ERMSHALAY M) i
o
HI, VIEWERS, | AM IROA CODSHOW, AND TODAY WE'LL
BE TAKING YOU FOR A GRIPPING TOUR OF ONE OF

YERUSHALAYIM'S MOST MYSTERIOUS NEIGHBOURHOODS,
S0 CLOAKED IN SECRET THAT YOW'LL...

Year 2:

ISRAEL

«:LOSE YOUR HEAD!
MO00000!

by
J. Netanel Epsiein

www.netbateps com

) py— -
b Trid o

Sanhedriya

OH, HO, NO, DON'T CUT ON MY
BEHALF, I'M JUST A POOR BEAST
LOOKIHG FOR MY MISSING
NOGGIN'.

| AM NOT! THAT :
WAS COMPLETELY

UNFAIR!
A ROTTON OFFSIDE
PENATLY FOWL
PEA-ROLLER AND...

i
1| YOU'VE HEARD OF “NEARLY
'/ HEADLESS HICK”, WELL, I'M
“RATHER CLEARLY HEADLESS...
ERM... RICK!™ MODOD!

/7 URGH, MR. YERUSHALMI,
N YOU ARE SWCH A SORE LOSER!

I... | MEAN...
MR. YERUSHALMI?
WHAT MR. YERUSHALMI?
| SEE NO MR. YERUSHALMI!
OF COURSE, LACKING THE
BODY-PART THAT HAS EYES
ON IT MIGHT HAVE SOMETHING
T0 D0 WITHIT...

WELL, "RATHER CLEARLY HEADLESS
WHAT'S=HIS-NAME” - YOU SEEM TO
BE MANAGING VERY WELL WITHOUT
A MOUTH TO SPEAK OF...
OR... WITH...
BUT, HEY, MAYBE THAT'S ANDTHER
REASON TO FILM THAS LOCATION

AND NOT THE ONE YOU WANTED...

LOOK, WE PUT IT TO VOTE -
DVIR AND | VOTED THAT FOR
PARSHAT “SHOFTIM™ WE FOCUS
ON THE TOMBS OF THE
SANHEDRIN, WHEREAS YOUR
SUGGESTION TO COVER
"HACHAL SHOFET™ WAS...

PEGLEG!

=

BECAUSE...
THE SANHEDRIN ARE CALLED

"THE EYES OF THE PEOPLE™

4

...WAS EVEN MORE GENIUS
THOUGH | SAY 50 MYSELF!

HOT OMLY IS THE SHOFET STREAM
NAMED AFTER A JUDGE,

IT TIES IN HEATLY WITH THE
"BEHEADED CALF” CEREMONY
AT THE END, PERMORMED ON

THE BANKS OF A STRONG-
CURRENTED STREAM! (. E. D!

ool
= Sy

WELL, IT WAS STILL OUT-VOTED,
SO KINDLY RESPECT THE WILL OF
THE MAIORITY...

WELL, MADAME ZORRD,
MAYBE YOU CAN EXPLAIN TO
MEWWY THERE NEEDS TO BE A
MAJORITY AT ALL? THERE
SHOULDN'T BE A VOTE - THIS
IS, AFTER ALL, MAY SHOW...

¥

.AND MY DADS NETWORK, AND HE FELT
THAT THIS WEEK THERE SHOULD BE MORE...
CODSHOW INVOLVEMENT THIS WEEK
PARTICULARLY. CAN'T SAY | WAS DANCING
WITH JOY AT THE IDEA, BUT HERE | AM...

SO IF YOU DON'T WISH
TO PARTAKE IN FILMING
THIS SITE, THAT'S FINE
BY US, JUST PLEASE
STOP WITH THE COW
IMPRESSIONS!

OR SHEEP IMPRESSIONS,
FOR THAT MATTER



M'I"t‘ IDEA WY HE'S ALWAYS
S0 IMPOSSIBLE WITH ME EVERY
TIME DAD ASKS ME TO JOIN
YOU GUYS?

OH, IT'S HIS WAY OF SHOWING
d YOU RESPECT.

ITS ELABORATE UNDERGROUD COMPLEX WAS
BUILT ARDUND THE 15T CENTURY A.D.E AND
WAS CHARTED AS FAR BACK AS THE
YEAR 1235 AS THE BURIAL CHAMBERS OF
THE 71 MEMBERS OF THE SANHEDRIN

L - - m

#" THE GREAT SANHEDRIN WERE ISRAEL'S
[ HIGHERMOST COURT, SITUATED IN THE BEIT
HAMIKDASH ITSELF. THEY COMPRISED OF THE
HIGHEST SCHOLARS AND GAVE JUDGEMENT
BASED OH THEIR DEEPEST UNDERSTANDINGS
OF 6-D°S TORAH, AND ALSO HAD DIVIME
ASSISTANCE IN THEIR RULINGS.

ACTION.

SURE. HE SEES YOU AS A
CAPABLE ENOUGH AUTHORITY TO
BE A THREAT TO HIS BLUFF THAT
HE ALWAYS HAS EVERYTHING UNDER

CONTROL, SO HE HIDES HIS
REVERENCE BY BEING A NARK.

'IM(E IT AS ﬂt [DMPLIMEHT

IN THE MIDST OF THIS BEAUTIFUL
CHARED! NEIGHBOURHOOD IN
NORTHERN YERUSHALAYIM
15 THE SANHEDRIN PARK,
WITHIN WHICH LIES THIS CAVE...

UNTIL 1967, THE CAVE AND

THE SURROUNDING LANDS NEIGHBOURHOOD, BURSTING WITH LIFE,

WERE UNDER JORDANIAN AND THI5 PARK AND BURIAL CAVE SERVE AS
:;: RULE. < AN IMPORTANT REMINDER TO US ALL...

AFTER THE 51X-DAY WAR,

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW

NEIGHBOURHOOD BEGAN,

ATTRACTING RELIGIOUS
JEWS BY BEING WITHIN
WALKING DISTANCE FROM

THE OLD CITY AND KOTEL...

TODAY, SANHEDRIYA 15 A FLOURISHING

# ...WE ARE G-D"S NATION, anD wE
STRIVE, AND PRAY THREE TIMES DAILY FOR
THE REALITY WHERE, ONCE AGAIN, 6-D°S
DEFINITIONS ALONE DEFINE RIGHT
FROM WRONG, THROUGH A JUDICIAL SYSTEM

ROOTED EXCLUSIVELY IN THE HIGHEST
HOLINESS. AMEN, ‘

"WELL, TOTALLY HEADLESS ) WELL, YOU DID A
MICK - THANK YOU FOR | REASONABLY G0OD
| NOT INTERRUPTING, 1 DO /| JOB. ACTUALLY, WAY

APPRECIATEIT... BETTER THAN I
PROBABLY (OULD

HAVE DOME ON THIS |
0CCASION, 4.

OH!! ERM...THANK YOU!
I DIDN'T THINK YOU KNEW HOW TO
COMPLIMENT...

..l MUST HAVE

MISJUDGED
YOu.

50... NO HARD FEELINGS ABOUT
NOT REPORTING THE RIVER WITH
THE HEADLESS (OW?

HAH, | LEARNED ABOUT
“THE EYES OF THE PEOPLE"!
AND AS IT WAS, AFTER ALL,

A MAJORITY VOTE...
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Ian Schwartz
Gush Chapter Director
IJust Can’t Wait to be King

In Parshat Shoftim we
receive the Mitzvah to appoint a king over
the Jewish people in the land of Israel. The
Torah gives the following commandment
to the king 1N5%0n X0D Sy 1Mawd PM”
23991 990 Yy NXTN NNNN MWN DRI AN
D190 0°n5N” “And it will be, when he sits
upon his royal throne, that he shall write
for himself two copies of this Torah on a
scroll from [that Torah which is] before the
Levitic kohanim.” (Devarim 17:18).

A Jewish king is obligated to have two
Torah scrolls. Rashi explains the function
of each of these Torahs, one the king kept
with him at all times wherever he went.
This had the clear purpose of constantly
reminding the king of the mitzvot of the
Torah and the divine standard of the
Torah. No matter if he was in a budget
meeting or at war as a leader he must keep
the Torah at the forefront of his thoughts.

Interestingly, Rashi says the other Torah
scroll was kept hidden in the inner cham-
ber of the king and was never removed.
The Maor Veshemesh asks what's the
point of writing a sefer torah for the king
that will sit in a closet somewhere in the
palace? He explains as follows: one sefer
Torah is needed so that even when the
king is dealing with the outside world he
will be reminded of the Torah and act in

60 TORAH TIDBITS 1529 / SHOFTIM

NCSY ISRAEL

TORAH 4 TEENS

accordance with the Halacha. However
the second sefer Torah must stay hidden
in the king's palace, in his inner chamber.
This represents that not only on the out-
side should the king be acting externally
in the way of Torah but internally in his
pnimiyus the fire of Torah should be
burning strong.

We should all be zoche not to just
mechanically ‘go through the motions’
of Judaism, but to strive that passion and
inspiration should be blazing within us.

Ometz Shmidman

11th Grade, Alon Shvut
With Great Power Comes
Great Responsibility

Anyone in the audience
hear the phrase: “With great power comes
great responsibility”?

It’s a very common phrase that is
mentioned in many movies, includ-
ing spiderman.

I am going to show how this phrase is
shown in the Bible in this Dvar Torah.

This Parsha starts off with D>v9IW”
“PIvw 951 7% 1PN DIV, We can trace
this back to nama when G-D tells Moshe
to take 70 o4yt to help him lead the
nation, albeit not whom. How does Moshe
know which people to pick? This Parsha
ties everything together. Here we see
"D0W” , where have we seen this before?
In “DNIW °12 °90IW 1D 1MNY. When
the Jews were building the pyramids, if



they didn’t finish on time the 12 »0W”
"HNIW’ got hit. Tinnitus

Here we can see that “/x e 12 noiw” had Rinaqi f the Ears ||
the power of leading the nation and mak- inging O '
ing decisions in Halachic matters while noro .
carrying the responsibility of the nation’s

actions, not only their own. RO bert LEVine, M D

Here I would like to sign off by noting how Otoneu mlog ist
true is the phrase “n2 12127 N1 Ppom N2 pon”
—You can find everything in the torah! m Founder of Harvard Medical School
Tinnitus Clinic
NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943 Director for 25 years
Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim
Spacious 4.5 rooms, 100m with 9m Sukka mirpeset, Founder of Israel Center for

one floor up, good shape, 4 exposures, newly renovated

Bathraomsia7mehekalt Advancement of Tinnitus Therapeutics
Reduced price in Ganei Tzion Director for 11 years

Large 5 rooms, 120m, 2.5 baths, move in condition,
Shabbat elevator, 2 parking spaces, storage room,
12m mirpeset that is partial Sukka. Now - 5.17m shekel.

Har Choma right next to the Community Center F'mfl,_evineAppointment@pmmnmail_ncm
Shopping & Shuls, 3 room spacious apartment with

2 bathrooms, Sukka mirpeset, Shabbat elevator, ) 058-400-1848
parking & storage, move in condition, great investmant

at 2.14m shekel.

GREEK
COLONY
PROJECT

Prices From: 6,930,000 NIS

== BN i

Large 3 Approx. Spacious
bedroom 125 sqm balcony
combo unit

=

Parking + Luxury
storage for brand new
first buyers bullding

*For more information and photos, please contact Ben Levene:
+972.53-822-4336 » ben@capitil.com * www.capitil.com
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Bring Elui Into Your Life

Join the Elul Program
September 3-13

Branches: Jerusalem. Raanana. Hashmonaim.HaShomron.
Rehovot. Modiin. Beit Shemesh. Netanya. Zichron Yaakov

Tort irf-Matan Parsha

featuring top Torah educators

Join the greatest in-person, online learning community!
The academic year will begin on Sunday, October 15, 2023. First two weeks are free!

]\ﬂ WWW.MATAN.ORG.IL
INFO@MATAN.ORG.IL|*9862

017 1717 1190 |
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE FOR TORAH STUDIES

more & INwN




For more informati r%ﬁntact Sarah Tacher:

‘400, TUESDAY AUGUST 22
BEIT EL WINERY: TASTINGS CHEESE, CRAFTS AND HISTORY
SHILO: GOURMET MEAT LUNCH BY MASTER CHEF YEHOYADA NIZRI

NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS, NEW SHILO WINERY, BIKUREI SHILO FARMS

OY Ve AROW]

SHOMRON  #0. THURSDAY AUGUST 24 &

YITZHAR: JEWELER MA'AYAN AYASH: BEN PORAT BOUTIQUE WINERY

ELON MOREH: KABIR WINERY GOURMET DAIRY LUNCH
RACHELIM: TURA WINERY AND CHEESE |

SYTURA( <

Estate Winery
m

Register Now at
i i is picku and drop off"' leerty Bell ;
onelsraelfund'°rg/dayt”ps ] ﬁlnd g ngsStatIOn.m Jerusalem




When you're not
sure if you can still
use the chicken,

When you’re not sure what’s
right for your loved one with
disabilities, call .

Whether you need a school, therapist, doctor, camp, or don’t even know
what you need, we're here to pinpoint the perfect solution for your child -
with the largest and most up-to-date resource and referral database in
the Jewish world for disabilities.

REACH IVDU | SUMMER | J.U.F | OUR WAY | REACH WYACHAD

Your guide to navigating Baltimore Cleveland Los Angeles New Jersey South Florida
developmental disabilities Chicago Israel New England  New York Toronto A Division Of

1-877-REACH-52 . ORTHODOX
Reach@ou.org is Yachad. © vachad universe OJSﬂfgy'i.,,,;; -




