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The sign displayed here celebrates 
one of the most astonishing achieve-
ments imaginable.

"Welcome to the sixth completion of the 
Shas by Moshav residents David Biale and 
Asher Goren," the sign 
proclaims and then, 
in smaller print, "May 
you merit good health 
and pleasure from 
your progeny as you 
continue to make the 
Torah great and glori-
ous." (Note: Shas, writ-
ten with a shin and a 
samech, is an acronym 
for shisha sedarim 
or "six orders" or cat-
egories of the Mish-
nah, along with their 
Gemara commentary, which are known 
collectively as Talmud. There are a total of 
2,711 two-sided pages of the Talmud.)

This celebration was held in honor of 
two residents of Kfar Maimon, a religious 
moshav in southern Israel. Asher is an 84 
year old Holocaust survivor from Hun-
gary. He lived through two death marches 
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Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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in the snow, immigrated to Israel at the 
age of 8, and was among the founders of 
Kfar Maimon.

David is 91, born into the sixth generation 
of a family that had dwelled in the Land of 

Israel for more than a 
century. He was born 
in Jerusalem, fought 
in the religious unit of 
the Lehi underground 
prior to the founding of 
the State, studied in the 
Merkaz HaRav Yeshiva, 
and worked for many 
years doing research 
associated with mineral 
extraction at the Dead 
Sea Works company.

The two friends have 
been studying together 

every day for 42 years and are completing 
the Talmud for the sixth time.

In this week's Torah portion, we learn 
how each individual can connect their per-
sonal story to that of the nation by bringing 
their first fruits to the Holy Temple in Jeru-
salem Look at the faces of these two friends 
and you can read in them the amazing story 
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2 Friends, 42 Years of  
Daily Talmud Study
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of us all: the triumph of both body and soul 
during a lifetime of perseverance, humility, 
continuous building and lasting friendship. 
And, to cap it all off -- 42 years of a daily 
meeting with the sages of the Talmud. 

Interested in learning 
more about estate 
planning?

Join us for a free webinar 
Wednesday, September 20th at noon. 
To register contact Paul Kaplan (212) 
613-8258 or KaplanP@ou.org.

A small Sefer Torah with its own 
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses 

or for any other necessary occasion 
on a temporary free-loan basis. 

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BAKA - stunning 3 stories house on a quiet 
and pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end 
designed, swimming-pool, large wrap 
around garden, parking

MENDEL 052-8980111
BAKA / MEKOR CHAIM – 4 rooms, 90m,  
2nd floor + elevator, renovated by  
architect, fireplace, a/c, very central,  
close to all amenities

MENDEL 052-8980111
ADAM ST. - close to Arnona Hatzeira,  
in a step building, very spacious 5 rooms  
+ terrace, 40m, open view, renovated, 
private entrance, quiet, potential of  
adding extra unit

3450000 NIS -  MICHAEL 052-3202488
In a small and pastoral street in the heart  
of BAKA - Penthouse/Duplex 5 rooms, 
terraces, 15m + balcony, 6m, 2nd & 3rd  
floor + elevator, 3 orientations, parking

MICHAEL 052-3202488


