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The Pomegranate #1

We customarily eat pomegran-
ate seeds on Rosh Hashana, and say:
WMIAR PPIYRIIPPIVN ‘N PIoYN PN O
70 INXN DPRYN PNV, “May it be G-d’s
will ... that we be full of good deeds like a
pomegranate.” Some
even use the pome-
granate to say she-
hechiyanu on the
second night.

Let’s take a look at
the pomegranate.

The pomegranate
tree (Punica grana-
tum) ranges from
three to seven meters
high. It blooms at
the beginning of
the summer, and its
fruits ripen in the fall (September - Jan-
uary). Indeed, one of the reasons that
the pomegranate is customarily used
for shehechiyanu is that its first fruits
generally ripen around Rosh Hashana.
The fruit’s Latin name is Pomum grana-
tum, meaning "seedy apple,” from where
the word "pomegranate” is derived. Its
circumference can reach 10 cm. Hand
grenades, rimonim in Hebrew, are named
after the fruit since their explosion is
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reminiscent of the burst of its many seeds.

At the edge of its red (or yellow) husk, is
its calyx or crown (netz), which is the rem-
nant of the blossom. In fact, the blossoming
stage is called henetz (Shir HaShirim 7:13).
The pomegranate is
unique inasmuch as it
contains hundreds of
edible seeds.

The origin of the
pomegranate seems
to be from the south
Caspian Sea (Iran),
and it was domesti-
cated and imported
to the Mediterranean
some 5,000 years
ago (the time of the
book of Bereishit).
Pomegranate remains were discovered in
excavations in Gezer (dated to 3,000 BCE),
Jericho, Arad, and other areas.

The pomegranate has a long shelf life
(more than a month without refrigera-
tion), which makes it relatively easy to
transport. Its rich taste and many medic-
inal qualities made it a widespread and
sought-after fruit in antiquity. Today,
the tree is also planted for ornamen-
tal purposes.



URGENT TZEDAKAH APPEAL

For very ill, lonely widow woman with
no family. Cancer survivor/ serious heart
condition. Desperately needs money for basic
needs/medical expenses/place to live.

joanmarastern@gmail.com/ 058-778-0691
Endorsed by: Rabbi Zev Leff/Rabbi Yaacov Hillel/
Rabbi Simcha Sheinberg/Rabbi Yisrael Gans/
Rabbi Dayan Dunner and others...(Badataz
stamped)

Checks made out to Rabbi Yehuda & Yehudis Samet
can be sent to: Rebbetzin Tzipporah Gottlieb-Heller, Neve
Yerushalayim Seminary, 1 Beit Yitshak Street,

Har Nof. Jerusalem 94130 or to VAAD HARABONIM, Bank
Pagi 52 account 425699, branch 185, S.Shapiro/ 24/7
hotline for dontaions:1-800-223636

(Widows Account, account #:
3582-write on side)/ Tax deductible

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

NEW BOOK!
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Eretz Yisrael and
Aliyah in the Weekly Parshah

Available online and at local Jewish bookstores.

For further information call:

Details: Santo - 052-228-0627

Pomegranates as an index in Halacha

A broken vessel no longer is subject to
the laws of ritual purity—tuma and tahara.
The index for the size of a perforation that
voids the vessel is the circumference of a
pomegranate (Mishnah Keilim 17:1; Shab-
bat 95b). Perhaps since this was the
largest fruit prevalent in the times of
the Mishnah and Talmud. In practice,
we are stringent that the size is less
than a square tefach (Shulchan Aruch
HaRav, Dinei Tikunei HaMikveh).

More next week B’H. m
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SHIUR

Sponsor a Shiur to support the ongoing
Torah learning at the

U Israel Center visit:
www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center
or email cspivack@ouisrael.org

single shiur 180nis
morning 360nis
or full day 500nis
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