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Importance 
of Hakarat 
Hatov 
ירִי  עֲשִׂ דּוֹר  ם  גַּ קְהַל ה'  בִּ וּמוֹאָבִי  עַמּוֹנִי  לאֹ־יָבאֹ 
ר לאֹ־ בַר אֲשֶׁ קְהַל ה' עַד־עוֹלָם: עַל־דְּ לאֹ־יָבאֹ לָהֶם בִּ
צְרָיִם  צֵאתְכֶם מִמִּ רֶךְ בְּ דֶּ יִם בַּ חֶם וּבַמַּ לֶּ מוּ אֶתְכֶם בַּ קִדְּ
תוֹר אֲרַם  עוֹר מִפְּ ן־בְּ לְעָם בֶּ כַר עָלֶיךָ אֶת־בִּ ר שָׂ וַאֲשֶׁ
י אָחִיךָ הוּא לאֹ־ נַהֲרַיִם לְקַלְלֶךָ:... לאֹ־תְתַעֵב אֲדמִֹי כִּ
לְדוּ  ר־יִוָּ אֲשֶׁ נִים  בָּ בְאַרְצוֹ:  הָיִיתָ  י־גֵר  כִּ מִצְרִי  תְתַעֵב 
קְהַל ה': )דברים כג:  בִּ י יָבאֹ לָהֶם  לִישִׁ לָהֶם דּוֹר שְׁ

ד-ה; ח-ט(
An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter 

the assembly of Hashem; even the tenth 
generation shall never enter the assembly 
of Hashem. Because they did not greet you 
with bread and water on the way, when 
you left Egypt, and because he [the people 
of Moab] hired Balaam the son of Beor 
from Pethor in Aram Naharaim against 
you, to curse you…. You shall not despise 
an Edomite, for he is your brother. You 
shall not despise an Egyptian, for you were 
a sojourner in his land. Children who are 
born to them [in] the third generation may 
enter the assembly of Hashem. (Devarim 
23: 4-5; 8-9)
AMON AND MOAV – CANNOT CONVERT; 
EGYPTIANS CONVERSION - EFFECTIVE  
AFTER THREE GENERATIONS 

The Torah highlights that a male from 

Amon and Moav is not able to convert 
and become a part of the Jewish nation. 
The reason is provided as well. Because 
they did not provide certain necessities to 
us when we requested food and water on 
our journey from Egypt to Israel. Yet, sur-
prisingly, the Torah informs us only a few 
pesukim later that an Egyptian who con-
verts is able to become part of the Jewish 
nation after three generations. 

Many commentators are bothered by 
this distinction. The Egyptians threw our 
children into the Nile and oppressed us, 
yet we allow them to enter the fold after 
three generations. Amon and Moav did not 
physically oppress us, they just withheld 
necessities from us. It would appear that 
the Mitzrim were crueler than Amon and 
Moav and should not merit joining our 
nation. Why does the Torah prohibit Amon 
and Moav from ever converting, and 
allows the Mitzrim to do so? 
GRATITUDE

The Yam Simcha offers the following 
explanation. The Ramban suggests that 
since Avraham saved their ancestor Lot, 
Amon and Moav owe us a debt of grati-
tude. Although this occurred hundreds of 
years earlier, one should show apprecia-
tion for such an act. Their having withheld 
food and water from us portrays the midah 
of Kafoy Tovah (lack of appreciation).

With respect to the Egyptians, although 
they killed us, earlier in history they 
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for any misdeeds we may have com-
mitted to others, but also to express our 
gratitude to others for all they have done 
and for being there for us. This includes 
our parents, spouse, children and friends. 
May we instill humility and express our 
gratitude so that we strengthen our bonds 
with others and make the most of the 
month of Elul. 

provided us with a place to live as well as 
sustenance during the early days of the 
famine (in the time that Yosef was second 
in command). For this we are grateful 
and therefore eventually (after three gen-
erations) allow them to become part of 
our nation. 
RETURNING SECURITY

Later in the parsha we are informed of 
the halacha that when one provides a loan 
and takes a security to secure the loan, he 
is obligated to return the security if the 
borrower is poor and needs the object. 
כַב  וְשָׁ מֶשׁ  ֶ הַשּׁ בוֹא  כְּ עֲבוֹט  יב לוֹ אֶת־הָֽ שִׁ תָּ ב  הָשֵׁ

לְמָתוֹ וּבֵרֲכֶךָ.... )דברים כד: יג( שַׂ בְּ
You shall return the security to him by 

sunset, so that he may lie down [to sleep] 
in his garment, and he will bless you… 
(Devarim 24: 13). 

The Torah dictates that when the lender 
returns the security to the borrower, the 
borrower should bless him. Why is it 
necessary to include this recommenda-
tion that the borrower bless the lender? 
Again, this is an example of offering grat-
itude (הכרת הטוב) for having voluntarily 
returned the security. 
HUMILITY

In general, when one offers gratitude 
to another it is a humbling experience. 
The individual admits that he required 
assistance and appreciates that another 
provided him with it. As we begin to 
recite shlichot- we include the following 
statement: לך ה הצדקה, ולנו בשת הפנים - 
We are to be humbled. As a nation, we 
are referred to as יהודים from the root 
of the word להודות – to express thanks 
(as well as to admit). This time of year it 
behooves us to not only seek forgiveness 
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM – 4 rooms, 90m,  
2nd floor + elevator, renovated by  
architect, fireplace, a/c, very central,  
close to all amenities

3050000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111
TALBIEH – 95m, elevator, very well  
kept, bright, in the corner of building,  
3 orientations, accessible

3100000 NIS MENDEL 052-3202488
ADAM ST. CLOSE TO ARNONA HATZEIRA -  
in a step building, very spacious, 5 rooms  
+ terrace, 40m, open view, renovated, 
private entrance, quiet, potential of  
adding extra unit.

3290000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488 
BAKA - stunning 3 storey house on a quiet  
& pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end 
designed, swimming-pool, large wrap 
around garden, parking

MICHAEL 052-3202488


