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“Wings of Compassion:  
Reflecting on שילוח הקן and Elul”

In Parshat Ki Tetzei we are presented 
with the mitzvah of הקן  sending ,שילוח 
away the mother bird. רמב״ם explains 
that the rationale behind the mitzvah is 
compassion and prevention of the deep-
est form of pain to a parent. He explains 
that since the immense love that a parent 
has for a child is instinctual as opposed to 
intellectual or a learned behavior, even 
an animal can possess it and it would be 
cruel to take the egg without sending away 
the mother. 

Through this explanation we see that 
the Mitzvah of שילוח הקן is a reflection of 
Kibud Av Ve’am. שילוח הקן is having Kavod 
for other’s parents, specifically mothers. 
Furthermore, the Torah explicitly states 
that these mitzvot have the same reward of 
long life, למען ייטב לך  והארכת ימים. 

I believe we can learn a valuable lesson 
from the apparent paradox of the Mitz-
vah of Kibud Av Ve’am. On a superficial 
level, it seems that Kibud Av Ve’am is בין 
 since this is a Mitzvah between אדם לחברו
people (i.e. parent and child). However, 
it is interesting to note that this Mitzvah 
is listed among the first 5 on the לוחות. 

Why is a בין אדם לחברו Mitzvah on the בין 
 suggests that the רמב״ן ?side אדם למקום
Mitzvah of Kibud Av Ve’am is unique as it 
bridges both the mitzvot of בין אדם למקום 
and לחברו together. This Mitzvah has both 
aspects within it. 

As we just entered into Elul and are 
spending the upcoming month intro-
specting, mending our relationship with 
Hashem and doing teshuva I believe 
it’s vital to view this time as the bridge 
between למקום אדם   We .לחברו and בין 
ought to work on both of these aspects in 
each of our lives. Oftentimes we perceive 
 as a time to only work on תשרי and אלול
our relationship with Hashem but just as 
Kibud Av Ve’am bridges בין אדם למקום and 
 .so too could this time period בין אדם לחברו
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Moving Beyond Hate

י אָחִיךָ הוּא לאֹ־תְתַעֵב מִצְרִי  כִּ לאֹ־תְתַעֵב אֲדמִֹי 
י־גֵר הָיִיתָ בְאַרְצוֹ כִּ

Do not hate an Edomite, because he is 
your brother. Do not hate an Egyptian, 
because you were a stranger in his land.

Why, as עם ישראל is about to enter ארץ 
 does Moshe command them not , ישראל
to hate the Egyptians? Wouldn’t they be 
justified to do so after the way they were 
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the Egyptians, yet Moshe’s message is still 
relevant to us today. Throughout our lives, 
we have situations where we feel frus-
trated, hurt or angry with others and the 
lesson for us to learn is the importance of 
letting go. Holding on to anger can weigh 
us down. To really be free, Moshe teaches 
us the gift of letting go and the freedom 
it gives us. 

 שבת שלום וחודש טוב

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
For rent on Emek Refaim 
4 rooms, 80m, parking, 2 small mirpests, 25 stair walk up,  
quiet as it does not face the street. Perfect for young 
family/roommates. 6200nis/month
Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim
Spacious 4.5 rooms, 100m with a 9m Sukka mirpeset, 
one floor up, good shape,  4 exposures, newly enovated 
bathrooms. 3.37m NIS
Great Deal in the best part of Har Choma  
right next to the Community Center
Shopping & Shuls, 3 room spacious apartments with  
2 bathrooms, Sukka mirpeset, Shabbat elevator,  
parking & storage, move in condition. 2.14M NIS

treated and persecuted? Has enough time 
really passed to have this expectation?

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks makes a very pow-
erful statement about freedom. He says, 
“To be free, you have to let go of hate.” 

And with this idea in mind, we can 
understand Moshe better. Moshe declares 
this specifically as ישראל  is about to עם 
enter the land as a fully free nation. He 
is teaching them one of the fundamental 
principles of freedom; freedom is not only 
one of the body, but also, and possibly even 
more importantly, one of the mind. עם 
 has been physically free for 40 years ישראל
from the harsh slavery and oppression in 
Egypt, but if they were to continue to hate 
the Egyptians, they would have remained 
psychologically enslaved to them. 

In our time, 3300 years since leaving 
Egypt, we don’t carry this anger towards 

ORDER ONLINE AND GET THE 
PRODUCTS YOU PREFER DELIVERED 

STRAIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!

ORDER TODAY 
AND ENJOY SUPERIOR QUALITY, 

SELECTION AND SERVICE!
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www.FarmToFamily.co.il
Netanel  050-344-6261 | Office  058-444-6260

American 

Service!

Want to shop from the 
convenience of your home?

American 
Products & 
Specialty Items!

Top quality, 
organic 
& regular 
Mehadrin 
produce


