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"מקדש שני שהיו עוסקין בתורה ובמצות וגמילות חסדים 

מפני מה חרב מפני שהיתה בו שנאת חנם" )יומא ט:(.

The Second Beit HaMikdash, which stood 
during a period where the nation was engaged 
in the study of Torah, in the performance of 
mitzvot and in acts of loving kindness- why 
was it destroyed?  Because there existed 
“sinat chinam” (unwarranted hatred among 
the people)! (Yoma 9b).

From the gemara cited above it appears 
that the main reason for the destruction of 
the second Beit Hamikdash was sinat chi-
nam. We can appreciate that not treating 
others with respect is unjustifiable behavior, 
but why would such a severe punishment, 
such as destroying the Beit HaMikdash be 
warranted? Is there a direct connection 
between this transgression and the destruc-
tion of the Beit HaMikdash?  

The main purpose of the Beit HaMikdash 
is to create an environment in which the 
Shechinah could dwell. As we are informed 
when directed to erect the Mishkan “Make 
for me a Temple and I will dwell in their 

midst” (Shemot 25:8). However, the Shechi-
nah does not dwell among Am Yisrael when 
there is discord. The Sefer Haredim (citing 
the Zohar) derives from a pasuk in Iyov 
 But He is One, and) והוא באחד ומי ישיבנו (23:13)
who will answer Him) – that God only dwells 
among Am Yisrael when they are united as 
one – אחד.

When we were instructed to build the 
Mishkan, each individual had to contribute 
an equal share.  The rich could not contrib-
ute an abundance and the poor could not 
contribute a deficiency. Everyone’s contri-
bution was identical to instill a feeling of 
uniformity. Only in that cohesive and inte-
grated community could the Shechinah 
reside.

In addition, when Moshe commanded 
the people to build the Mishkan it was done 

Lack of Unity Led to the 
Destruction of the Beit HaMikdash
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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in a communal manner – ויקהל משה את כל 

 The nation was assembled as a – עדת ישראל
congregation!  When the Mishkan was inau-
gurated as well the same verb is used:

ואת כל העדה הקהל אל פתח אהל מועד )ויקרא ח:ג(

The nation was assembled as a 
congregation! 

When Shlomo inaugurated the First Beit 
HaMikdash the same term is used: ויקהלו 

 The  .אל המלך שלמה כל איש ישראל )מלכים א ח-ב(
repetitive use of the word הקהל to congregate 
or assemble is required when both the Mish-
kan and Mikdash are dedicated because 
without Am Yisrael coming together as one 
– the Shechinah is unable to reside in the 
Temple or among the nation.  

Now we can understand the connection 
between the transgression of sinat chinam 
and the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash. 
Hatred causes a rift among the people. If the 

nation is divided, God is unable to reside 
within their midst and so there is no pur-
pose for a Mikdash.  

God despises when Jews are hostile to each 
other, like a parent who gets upset when his 
children fight.  Sometimes the parent reaches 
a stage where he states: “I had enough, I am 
leaving” and he removes himself from their 
presence to let them work things out among 
themselves. When Am Yisrael is divided, 
Hashem takes a similar approach.  

May we take it upon ourselves to be more 
respectful of others and to avoid unneces-
sary conflicts and disputes.  To take positive 
measures to instill a feeling of togetherness 
among not only our friends but those who 
may have a hashkafa or opinion that differs 
from ours.  It is in our hands to correct the 
mistake that led to our exile. May we be 
zoche to merit a geula shlema in our time. 
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